February 20, 931

Mrs, Woodrow smith
Westfield, N. C.

Dear Mrs. Smiﬁnz

I received your letter in regard to historical data
on the Westfield ¥riends Church, and I have been checking through
mgkgotes tonight to see just what I could find, I would really
1 to have time to chieck some of the records of early deeds
at Dobson and 3alisbury in an effort to see jJust when the earliest
gettlers located in that area, but that is obviously impossible,
since you need the informaetion very quickly.

1 shall cite some of the thinss I have checked in
this letter in order to give you an idea of where I got my
information, and then I shall write the 150-200 word sketch that
you requested.

I know the following things to be true:

(1) Beed records amst in Surry County and Rowan County show that

the earliest settlement of people in the area which later was

tc center about the 01ld Westfield Quaker Church was imzihez between
1760 and 17704 for there are records of people buying or claiming
land in that section between those detes, 3ince most of the early
settlers were Quakers, we may assume that there was some semblance
of religious group at or nesr westfield before 1770,

(2) Westfield Church was established as an off-spring of the
historic New Garden Monthly meeting at Guldllford College, for the
church records at New Garden prove that to be a fact. The Quakers
at New Garden (Cuilford Colleme) regarded tho chureh work at
Westfi®ld as a sort of mission project in its early years, and

since it waa located west of cuilford Ceollegme, it was referred

to as "the weatern rieiaﬂ, and thus came the name of westfield.
(3) The minutes of the New Garden Monthly meeting for August 29,
1772 state that "Also the Friends near the Mountains recuest the
indulgence of holding meetings on week-days among themselves,"
The people near the mounteins were thoss at westfield, so that is
proof that there were Quakers in that area before 1772, In ohher

words there were enough Quakers in the westfield section prior
to 1772 to be interested in holding meetings.

(4) The minutes for New Garden for september, 1772 show that
*the committee appointed to visit Friesnds near the mountains
reports that they complied with instructions, ss.s and its the
sense and judgment thet they (th¢ Friends near the Mountains)

be indulged the privilege of holding such meetings and appoints
them the fourth day of the week," These meetings were the first
official church gatherings at westfield. (1772)s
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(5) The westfield meeting operated for several years under the
guidance and care of the New Garden Monthly Meet ing at Guilford
College, It was referred to as "the little meeting nigh Tom's
Creek" in minutes of the New Garden mMeeting for May 29, 1773.

(6) The Westfield Quakers expressed themselves in 1779 (during
the American Revolution) as opposed to war, which is an anciemt
Quaker belief,

(7) The church at Westfield was eétablished on amzumukharitativm
a more permanent basis when the Western Quarte rly Meeting met

at Cane Creek on November 9, 1782 and authorized a ZpzepNz
committee to inspect the westfield group and report at the

next quarterly sessions The Westfield Quakers had requested
such a preparative meeting in August, 1782, IFormal organization
of the westfield Meeting as a preparative body was finally and
definitely granted august 14, 1784,

(8) The Westfield Friends would send representatives all the way
to New Garden -- sixty or seventy miles --- every month, and
wa find the Western Quarterly keeting recording in its minutes
on November 13, 1786 that a permanent monthly meeting had been
granted to the Quakers near Tom's Creek and that "it be known
in the future by the name of Westfield.," The mecting was ordeped
to be held on the "seventh day preceding the last seventh day

- $%2% in each month,"

(9) The first recorded minutes of a regular Mohthly'ﬁeating
at westfield bear the date of December 2T, 1786, Bowater sumner
was appointed first clerk,

(10) The first marriage solemnized at the new Westfield monthly
keeting was that of 3arah Jessup and Joseph Jackson early in
1787. They were direct ancestors of John Jackson, Hobart Jackson
and others of that groups Their old home wss where Hobart
Jdackson formerly lived. :

building ;

"4i333) The exact date of the first church/at Westfield is not known,
but it wes probably built akemtx soon after the meeting first
started, for there is a deed on file in the Quaker Arbhives at
Guilford College, dated August 1797 for nine acres "including
the Westfield mMeeting House.," That is proof that there was
already a church building there at that date.

(12) I have in my files a hand-written statement from the late
mrs, sffie ann Hill, who stated that the tirst church building
was built right after the meeting was started, and she states
that that FIRST CHURCH stood down in the present grave yard and
that it was logated about twenty steps west of her fatherts (Ira
Chilton) grave. She writes "when he was burked put there, his

grave was made at the lower side of the Kast Yard of the church,"
Mrs, Hill stated that that old church stood on the east side

n ‘.1:'(?3." £
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»f of the road, but in 1939 when they had that big Home-Coming
and celebration at the renovation of the present church, someone
located some old rocks Jjust below the present church toward the
cemetery (but on the west side of the road along with the present
church) and Rev. L. W, MoFarland told me that those rocks marked
the site of the first churche I cannot remember the mxact
location of Ira W, Chilton's grave, but it seems to me that it
was not too far down in the cemetery, so it seems likely that
the roXxaxrmoksx oldest church might have been where those rocks
,

were located to form a square for the old foundation, Tra Chilton died
(13) Now, mMrs., Hill also wrote that "the old immEzws log wal 1885,
of the oid church was still standing" when services were started
again after the Civil War, so evidently that first church was
practically gone at that %ime. Quaker records show that betwemn

1801 and 1822 there were fifty-nine members, including thirty-six
families, who migrated to Indiana and Ohio, and the Weatfield
Monthly Meeting was laid down in 1882, ‘The bulk of the migration
began in 1817, The result was that from 1832 until after the

Civil war there was no westfield Monthly Mseting. In Apr 860
tid st 2imidsMonthiy-Meatingzx there was still a mseegﬁé E%uao
there, for there is a dead on record made by the IPrustees of
Friends to the trustees of the Westfield community for "a tract

of land known as the Westfield Meeting House Ground and graveyard,

the same to Le known for all time to come as a public burying

ground and meeting place for all rwaspestxaklsz respectable

realigious peoples," 30 the Weatfield Quaker property belonged

to the community from 1860 until 1872 In 1872 the Trustees

of the rriends (Sandy Cook, William H, Pell end Benjemin ¥, Davis)
paid $125 for the nine acre tract, and it once more became the
property of the Friends church, wlth the provision that it was

t0 be held farmexexz forever by the 3ociety of ¥riends,

14) Since there had been no Monthly meeting at westfield from
832 until after the Civil War, it was revived about ifféxtw 1868
when Albert Peele and Isham Cox went from New Garden to westfield,
Albert Peele wrote that Isham Cox and I got in the neighborhood D
on Saturday morning and met a few Friends, who asked if we would
consent to hold meeting the following daye. Ve told them that
we would, so on 3Sunday morging about 150 people met out there
e open air, (EVIDENTLY THERE WAS NO CHURCE BUILDING) We
atood on a long to preachs 'The people decided mmenprthensuiwes
from thet time to have a Friends Meeting again and made up :
among themselves to do ite" This was in the spring of 1868,

(15) John Y. Hoover begen serving as a minister in 1872 and
served for some years, He was followed by bavid 3ampson and
Sampson in turn by James Jones, The Westfield Meeting was
functioning as a sort of preparative group after it was started
again in 1863, and it was notax until e=&xz November 9, 18383
that the Westfield Monthly Meeting was officially reorganized.
The Tirst minutes of the new orzanization bear that date and
show that it was part of the Deep Hiver Quarierly Meoting.

(16) At tnis point let us point out the Quarterly meetings of
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which westfield Montnl{'mgeting has been a part, It was
originally founded in 1786 as a member of the Western Quarterly
Meeting. It was transferred to the newly organized New Garden
Quarterly Meeting in 1787 Within the next few years Westfield
itself branched out and formed new hiohhhly Meetings at los

ek in Tennessee in 1793, at New Hope in Tennessee in 1795,

rleasant Fruit gi;l in Virginia in 1797, at :

h Providence in ¢ Aand so IN 1 HE WESTFIN RTER
ING set off. apparently this wWestfleld Quarte rly meeting
;anued unt il the Westfield konthly Meeting was discontinued
in 1832, but when the Westfleld chureh was revived in 1888, it
bolongo& to Deep xiver wuarterly meetings It was transferred
to the new Yadkin V , y ne in 1889 and was again
transferred Lo

(17) More about church buildings. Apparently &he old original
church was rebuilt after the Civil war, or else a second church
was built on the land of the Qugkers, It seems to have been
after 1883 that the modern church was built, for the late Hertie
pix Carroll, writing in her senior theais at Guilford College,
says thet "some years after this (she meant 1833) they built

a spacious meeting house on the lot belonging to the Jociety
and by the efforts of James Jones the house was furnished wi
good seats."

(18) Now, ahout achools, 'The Westfield Monthly mMeeting has
always realized the need of good schools, and soon after it

was formed there was a provision for a schools 'The minutes of
the Meeting in 1817 ligt the school committee "to have charge

of the schools in Ghe futures" This wouldindicate that there
was already a school before that. This achool went down when the
Meeting died in 1832, but a Qusker school was revived after the
Civil war, taught by Miss Ellen minthorne and later by "Aunt
Rhoda™ Worths This school grew into the Westfield Academy and
later into the present Westfield High Schoole

(19) The Friends intoduced many gmmirziesnz varieties of fruit
and grass seeds, Abijah Pinson was a leader in this bringing
1glor cultivated fruit and such grass as timothy and "English
Milliet™, -

Now, these fhings I have written in this letter
are definite faotse I could find no other pertinent things in
my notes here, but some day I hope to do a real history of the
churche I wish I had time to get up to Westfield and also to
vobgon and Salisbury to do some extra investigation for you
people, but I cannot do it right now, and you need this sketch
at once, S0, I amwriting on another sheet a brief sketch,
condensing as much of this information as I can for you, If
you wish to change it or write something different, it will be
all right., I would certainly like to see one of your plates
and to have one to keep in my collection of Westfield relics,







"OLD WESTFIELD®

The Westfield ¥riends Church, better known as "0ld
Westfield," is aptly named, for it is the oldest churech in
Surry or Stokes Countiess Its roots date back to the 1760's,
when pioheer Quakers from New Garden crossed Quaker Gap of the
Sauratown Mountains to plant a ccmmhnity gn the valleys of
8ig Ureek and Zwamsuz Tom's Creek, ,

Those early Quakers began holding meotfngs at Westfield
by 1772 under care of New Carden Monthly'ﬁeetins; continuing
in that menner until 1786 when Westfiold Monthly seeting was
formally starteds The new meeting azunzlnlz prospered and spread
to atart new moetings 1n bomh Virginia and Tennessoe,gif”ﬁnmw*mw1

ol ard. nagr n sned the oongrexation,vand
WQstfield uenting waér;;:d dcwn in 1832, not to be revived until
1868, whan Frienrds from New Garden again started services on the
old site. The Meeting was formally recrganized in 1883 and has
continued without interruption until the present day.

Three church Buildinga are said to have housed the
"0ld Westfield" congregation. The first was built in the 1780's,
but it decayed before the Civil ware It was rebuilt about 1870px

and continued in use until about 18385, when the present building

was erecteds later to be modernized to its present form in 1959{f
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