
·rs . I odrow ith 
1estf.dld, n. c. 

'3 r l rs . nitn: 

·ebruary 20 , 1951 

I eceived •oui· let-cer in e ,nrd to historical (~ata 
on t;he ientfiold 1rxicmds ct u ... ch, and I have b oen uheckin&.:: through 
my notes tonit;ht to ~ e ju t what I could find . I ·w·oulu re'fllly 
like t h ~ ~. o to chcc1~ some of the reoor1iH of' early ·leeds 
, t Dobson and ali(".t ury .n n effort to ee jus1; •rum t.he eurliest 
settl r locate in thnt re , but that is obv.lou ly im 0°, iblo , 
'"'inco y u ne d t lC nfor l tion very q icl·ly. 

I •;.hall ci ta "'0 e of' the thin s I have cheeked in 
this lotter in r r to e;ive: you an idea of ;he e I ot y 
inforf:'.loti n , and then I ,hall write the 150- 200 ~ord sketch that 
you r que'"'tc< • 

I know uhe followin ~hing to b1 true: 

( l) ed rec~ ds in · ·y tiounty nd o ~on tJounty show that 
the earliec,·c s ttle:ment of peo )1~ in tl o o.roa which later uas 
to ce 1 or l o t tho OlG. · stf :l.eld uaker Uhurch \ as ia~~.i..n:e~ bet vecn 
1760 ~d 17?0• for the:re re r .cor s of people buyiuc or claiming 
l nu in ~ho.t ection t ;aen those dates . : nno ost of tho early 
ettler "' r uaker , ., y. aG ume that thore was some aomblanco 

of r lif~iou•:J r::>up at O.t.' llElf r ;e 1;..i.i ~ld befu l'l?O . 

(2) • H3 field uhurch ias toblished as c off-. nrin':r of tl e 
h storio new G den onthly '!Cetin at cu lford College , for the 
cnurcl1 record at .Ne ' u- rden prove th t to be a fact . ·1'he uakero 
at -~m· G · rdon (Ou lford t;Ollep,e) :!'.' gar ed tha church uork at 
\res1, ield us a eOJ:t of' rr1 .., ion py·oject ·n it e rly years , and 

ince it / o located mst of <..7u · 1 ord .Q.9J.~, it ras :i·eferred 
to as 'tho 1e tern fiili" , and thue CP.. o tne nar:te o:r 1estfield. 

(3) he minutes of tho 1 e·.i' li<1rden !ontllly 1• e .tin', for August 29 , 
1 ??2 stnto thn t rr Aloo tbe .rtend neor thi; oun1;a tns raauoot the 
indulf"enoo o holding m et:i.n a on weol(-aa l monr.: thenselves . " 
'llhe p onl nea::r.~ th ountnins wer, tho at. \ .At field , so th t 1.s 
proo:f th t ther ere vuaker in that rca before 1773 . In ollhor 
7or a the1e '~ re cnour,h uekers in the 'le tfielt section p:rior 
to l'l?c. to be int re .ed in hold i.n :.i.eetin s . 

(4) Th in tes for Ie C.i-arden f'or · to:nh r , 1772 sho / that 
11 th co 1ittc{ --ppoinlied to visit i.t"ri·n · n r the mountain 
ro ort; that they co. plied ~ittl instructicms , •• •• and its the 
.enoe ~nd judr.:;me it th t they {th~ Friends no r the Mountains) 

be indulged tha pr'i:ilege of holding such me€tin .s m1d 1puoints 
them ,j o fourth y or t -e 1eaif . " '.l'hese ne tings w~re the first 
of:fioiel church , therin, at 1 ,st field . ( 1 ?r12) . 
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( b) rl'he ies f1old ec tir g operated for sevei~a1 years under the 
uidance und care of th New Garden onthl~r f cat il'lg at :uitlford 

volle ,e . It as referred to as "tne 11 ttle meetin nip)l Tom ' s 
ure k" in r:.iinutes of t.1e Now Garden Le ting for ay 29 , 17'73 . 

( 6) 1e 1 .... 1tfield ual:ern oxprorrned t ieraselvon in 1779 (during 
the erican evolution) as opposed to war , which is un anoiemt 
Quaker beliof. 

(?) The chu:cch at 1estfield 'as estn blished on 1utz u1:lnu~i:t tb11 
a r1orc permanent bn is when tho lestorn uarfu rly r:1eeting met 
at t,one crock on Nove ub .r 9 , 1 '782 and authorized a ~ :zrap z 
co itt to in pect the .estfield rruup und . e ort at the 
next qu· rterly session. •11he lestfield "u ·e:.•s had r ,que ,ted 
such a reparat ive meeting in Al :r.ist , 1782. .:·01'" ol or{~ iization 
of tho we3tfiold Meeting as a preparative body wo.s firrnlly and 
dofinitely granted au st 1 t l? • 

(8) 11he \ estfield Fr:lends would aonrl repre wntat.ives all the way 
to mv "'arden -- sixty or ·evonty miles --- ev .ry •1onth , nd 
vrn 'ind tie estsrn tUU.rterly 1.1~oting recording i.. its minutes 
on .::wvember 13 ,, 17 8 that a per. anent monthly meeting had been 
granted to the u lrnrs near .t•o:m' s ureek: and that "it be l:no m 
in the 1'utv.r" by the nm: e of' cst:tiold . " The .me ting \:US orde~ed 
to be held on the "seventh day precedin the last seventh day 
:t~~ in each Mon.th . " 

( 9) The first recorded minutes of f\ re lar r onthly 11e ::it,inP-" 
at ,(3 tfield bcnr "the date of December 23 ~.. Bov:at .r ~er 
was appointed firs·:.; clerk. 

(10) '.Lhe fir"t mcrrinee :Joh,mni:~oa at the new We tfielc .... Lonthly 
~e ... tin was '-hat of' rah Joa 1 and J"o. op Jo.ckoon early in 

1 ?87 . 'i'! .. ey were di ect ancentors of .:Tohn Jack son, uobart J aokson 
and other of that group . Their old no .e was where Hobart 
Jackf! n f'or.nerly lived. 

buildine; 
l.ll) 1l.1h ex ct uate of' vhe first churcll/ t .e:.;tfield is not ¥..novm , 
but it was rollably b lilt ai:~nitx soon .. .rter the neetin , t'irst 
started . for thero is a deed on filo in tl1J Qualct~r Arhhive 0 at 
uuilf rd l.iollo e , dated August 17 7 for nine acres "including 
the I • fifi~ld eetinf; House . 11 'l'lmt i prcof that there \'las 

1 ttdy o churcn building t icro t t ... at ate . 

(12) I hovo in my files a h·nd- ritten statement from the late 
r i·s • .t'..f'fie 11.llil liill , 'lhO stuted that tho !'irst church building 
wns ouilt rir-ht aft(;. ... the meeting 1 180 startr:id , ur.d "1.e states 
the t.. thut Jn:R i' C · .CH stood do\:m in the pres nt gr<: ve yard and 
that .:.t uas lo cted bout twenty ~to_ps ' ont of' her f athor ~ s (Ira 
Ghilton) wr. ve . ·1e rriter. "when he ran 'huz-i0 put thore, his 
grave was ~ d at the lowor side of the l!i' st Yard of' the church . " 
~1rs . Lill ntated tho.t that ol church stood on the c st 3itle 
('1.~~:Z"m ~- x;[f~-~~f'T~~ ~;W~~~::axnctz~&~t£.fz~ z~ 
~ •en ~;;/l;u ~m~J:f/. ZiZ.JC?.'i~~~Ziz,..,.;zz 
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'Sir of th road , but ln 1939 when thoy had that bi .uome-Cofiling 
and o lebration at the renov tion of the present church , someone 
loo ted >me old rock just bolou the pre' cnt church toward the 
cemetery (hut on the \I st side of t te roRd along with the presont 
church) and Hev . L. W. HcF.arlnnd told rne that tho e roclcs :r:i.arked 
the ... lte of th first church . l cannot re e b~r the xact 
location of Ira • Chilton's rave , bu ... it neems to Me th t it 
was not too far dothn in the ce• otory, so it seems likely that 
the 1·ai:m :r c_ ·sx ol.de,.,t church mi ·at have been wit re tho e l"Ocks 
were located to fo:.'m a square for the old f'ounc a ~ion . T,..r C' ilt di d __ a .i on o 
(13) Now, rors . Hill alno 1rote that "the old z~z a lo \ta~ in 1885. 
of the old c .. urc "" \ion still tantlin " 'hen "'ervices •1 r started 
ag8.in after t 10 G:i..vil \Jar , so evidently that ±.'ir ·t church was 
practically gone at tl at time . ,uuker rec'l ~J show that between 
1 01 and 1822 thera vere fifty-nine r.iembe:rr; , includ:!.ne; thirty ... oix 
fanilie" , t1ho mi ratori to Indiana and Ohio , and t11e Toatfiold 
Honthly ·1eei~ing was la.id dov.1l in 1B52 . 'l'he bulk of the migration 

ef :tn in 1 1? . 11he result wa a that fr 1832 until f'ter> the 
Civil \'Jar th re wns no mstfield onthly eeting . In APril 1800 
xa:jz ~·t:ttie:t on:tlti#- e tin z there ias still a meetTng house 

th or , for there is a de3d on record ade by the 'J.'ru te AJ of 
Jl'riends to the trustees of "ho ,estf'iold co unity f'or "a tract 
ot J.and kno ~m as the !estfield i eeting iiousc u-round and graveyard , 
i:;ha some to be knmm f'o ...... r.11 tiarn to como os u pnblic burying 
ground and ieeting pluce for 11 mru ec:t±ai>d.:.az r •specta' le 
rsli~iou .eo les . " ~ the .e tfield laker ro ri:;y belonged 
to tho oornn1,nity fr )m 1860 until 1 72 . In 1 72 the 'Prust;oea 
01' the ·r~cnd:J (o. nd.~ uook , Willia H . Pell nnd .t>enjamin F . J)avi!=l ) 
paid 1125 for tl1e nine acr tract , and i1i once P!.0ro becrun • the 
property of the Friends church , w:l tr ... the provL,ion that it \ as 
to be held f.r~ ax rz forov .. r by the ociety or 'rie.nds . 

(14) ince there had been no ,...onthly t eetine at 1estf5-eld from 
1 32 until aftor i.:.he Uivil \lar , it wa reviv ,d about z 5e mu 1868 
wrnn Albert Peele nd Im.am nox .eJnt frorn EW Garden to e tfiold . 
Al rt Peale ~ote that Isha!"l t;ox and I ot in the nail" borhood 
on turd .. mornin and mot n fe"l li·riewls 1 lho askod if we vmuld 
consen , t hold m0eting tho 1--011 wing d y . le told them t. et 
we 7ottld , so on ;Junday m rrj.ing about 150 people et out there 
i.n tLe op .n air. (EVIJJ 1.Y '11H • A NO C CI: UII .. DDlG) le 
. tood on a long to pr ach . 'i'he eopla decided n ~thems:ti!tDs 
from t t time to Lave e .lfriena f eetin a "ftin and m de ip 
among thems lve<'.! lio d it . " Thiu ·ms in th .f 1868. 

( 15) John Y. Hoover ber, An so wing c s a minister in 1 r;2 and 
i~ved t' r so e ye r • .lie was follO\ ed. by lJ vid • Empson ru d 

amp on in turn by J or.ies Jones . 'l'he lestfiold f.l et in~ ~as 
:f'unot J.onin a9 a sort of N.:par tive gr up after it 'las t rted 
a in in 1 ~68 , and it ras not until 0 . xz ovo bO:i."' 9 , 1883 
th t the estfield 1' onthly .eoti ie was of1'icir::lly reo"T:'ganized . 
'11 ie first mL"1utes of thP. new or , nization boar ti at date and 
sho 1 that it. ms art of ,he , eep Hiver ~uari;erly .eotin • 

(16) .at tnis Joint let us point out the 'ua terly m etinrrs o;;. ... 
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(l?) ... ro about chu.roh lmildi..'lgs . Apourently tihe old original 
ohuroh was 1 .. ebuilt , ft~:i..· the ..;.ivil \ a.r , or el·.,e a second chtl.t"oh 
vra,'3 b · ilt on ·t;he land of tho ·Ut.lker • It neer::ts to have boon 
after 18 .3 t'.1. t the modai'"Il churc · .mn built , for t rn late .i:sertie 
JJix Uar 011 . ".lriting in her nonior thonis at u.1 ilford College, 
s1.1.ys th t 11 :ue year.> after this (she ueant 1 33) they bt.ilt 
a. sp~cious moetin > l1ouse on the lot beJ.on in to the )Ocie >Y,. 
and by the efforts of Jomes a·o:ues the ho me 'lillS fUrnished with 
good eats . ' 

(18) lfou. about achools . 'l'he \iesti'iold !"onthly r11~e:Jini;; ha• 
always realize the ne~a or o d oho ls . and so n after it 
was foJ.. .. .:::ed thr:J! .... \J n provj a ion for u aohool . 'J!he minutes of 
the Mecti.i'1g in l 17 list t.he 0 chool c ::t.t.;,~e "to h~ve charge 
of tLt::1 scho ls in th0 future . n lhis vouldindicate that the::e 
was already 11 school befo "e that . 'l!his school wont dmm uh~ n the 
nie tin' a· ed in 1832 , ~ t a .u·tr er sch l vas r, vived ft r tho 
Uivil ~ar, tauvl t by l ..... ~llen ninthor-.ne and later by "Armt 
Rho(la" :orth . This c:hool rew into the estfield Academy und 
leGar in 'O tho pros nt Jestfie d Y-i ~l chool . 

( 19) Tl e Fl"iend 
and Cl' tS"> seeds . 
in or oultivated 
E.:lillet" • 

in'toducecl many z1rntr.ieRz vnrietie• of fr'.lit 
.Abi.iah Pinson w· s a ~e<'lder in tl is -bringing 

fruit ancl such sracs s ti ~10tl1y and "English 

Novi , ·t;hese thi gs I have writt.on ir ttl.i :ettcr 
are e initie f'nctn . I co ~ld fi..11d no t.hor p_rti.'1.cnt tt1 incs in 
my notes he1•e , but ~or1e day I hope to do a renl hj.sto1•y of the 
Ohl ch . I wt0 h I h d time t0 get up t.o wst!':'icld and also to 
uobson an.1 • l.i.clbury to do some t-'l:x.tra investigat:ton for :·ou 
peo )lo, but ! c u ot do it right n -,, and you need this sk-:tch 
at nc • ' , I · . w rit:ing "ll a.noth~r st .eot a hr· ef sketoh, 
con onsi 1g a' m\rnh of th is inf'or uation as 1 can for you . If 
you ~~l ,h to ctu n e it or writ, u~"'1ethi ~ .;> di "'ferent , it iill be 
all rirr 1t . I \·muld certainly like t -ee one 01' your plates 
an< to have ono to keep in rJy collect.Lon of · estf'leld relics . 
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I ho e this lcvter nndthc [-Jkotoh I am sending will 
ans". ·er your uosti.ons ar..d your purpose . 

:rive mine an June ' s rei"ard to ull our "'riend~ nd 
raletives thar • 

· o:Jt incerely 

L iEH N. Bl~D 
Box 5?6 
.cilon uolle50 , N. C. 



IELD'! 

he 3 tfield ]'_ .. iends Gh ..... ch 1 better mmm as "Old 

l ... tfi lu , " is ap ~ly named , for ·it is the oldent c1urch in 

trry or ·to}~es Co ntias .. It rooto date back to the 1?60' t 

·1h r ioneer uakers fron Ne 1 Gurden cro•;sed uaker G-ap of the 

&urato•m now1tains to p.t.ant a co. 1 unity &n the valley 01· 

'110 i' ... Crock. 

rp ose early iake_ 'b gan holding rn. ting~ at eat ield 

by 1 ??<') under cure f rev Garden .c onthly .... "eetin ,. ODntinuing 

in · t anner 1.llltil 1786 when .. stf"eld .~onthly :ruoetina was 

fOI.1. ally 3tarted. 'J.1he new nn .ting gr~ :tHm z prospered a.Id P1>read 

to at · l.--t ne\I! eetin a in both Vir!>'ini· and J.:enneosco1 

~st\s.rd rttir,i"-ation ·~ co Gr ·nJion • and 

'1 t icl ? ="eting Has ls ... d com in 1832 , not to be revived until 

1868, .h n •ri 1,ds fr _ e 'f G rden u in started ecvicos on the 

ola site . mhe eetin w s forl:nnlly rocrganized in 1gq3 and has 

continue without in torrupti011 unti:1. the pra 0 en t, day. 

·1hrce church bµildin "3 are s id to have hou ed the 

11 Ulct , stf'icld" conp;re tion . 'I'. e firs v1as built in tl1e 1780 t s , 

but it decayed before t o Civil var . It was rebuil't abott 1870µ 

and continued in ui:;e 1mtil about 1885 , vhen the present building 

1 s .rected .. later to be modernized to its present fO.L" in 1939. 
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