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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS TOUR

1. The Dick Snow House

This housa was probably built in the 1820's or 30's,
The following scsns of "Good Merning" taken from Fisher Rivsr
Scenss, took place in the Dick Snow House.

Dick Snow was a man of respectability, and had a wife
whom he and every body else considersd number ona. The bsst of
company, sven the "quality," visited his housa. Ths Misses
Franklin, daughters of Meshech Franklin, "ths Congressman,”
went to a Methodist quarterly meeting near Dick's. residencs,
called on, and stayed all night with him, Dick was unacguaintsd
with "quality ways," and when the ladies retired to bed up stairs,
they badas the family goodnight. He didn't know what it maant,
and it worrised him worse than the nightmars. At last hes concludad
it was some rvig the young ladies were running cn him, and he
resolved to retrieve what hs had lost, for he was a man who did
not like to bs outdone. So, early naxt morning, he ross, built
his fire, and watchad the stair-steps until he heard ths ladies
coming down, ha then ran and hid himself near ths foot of tha
stairway., As sogon as they landsd on the louwer floor, Dick rushad
out if his hiding-place, scaring the misses not a little, and
bawled cut loudly, "Good Mornin' at ye, Ladiss! I's fast anuff fur
you this tims, Now I'll quit ye, es we's evan. You got ms last
night: I's got ye this .mornint,"

2. Shipp's Mustering Grounds

Between Big Fish and Little Fish River in the Round Peak
area was Shipp's Mustering Ground. There old veterans from the
Revolutionary War used to congregate on stated occasions for drill-
ing reminiscencing, sharp shooting, and a general good tims. :

Light refrashments were always servad., There was "(Gingsr
Cake Josh" with his mountain of Ygingy cakas", ; '

And there was Mr., Hamp Hudson, ths only man in tha county
who kept a still house running all year lang. i

Mow, Mr. Hudson had a dog named Famus who always accomp-
anied his master wherever he went. Came mustering day and no Famus.
Where was Famus? Word soon got arcund maybs by some jsalcus snamy
of Mr. Hudson or by a tempsrance person, that ths reason Famus
wasn't around was that he got drowned in the mash and that Mr. Hudson
had distilled ths whiskey out of that very same mash.

"No, I'm not going to drink none of that Famus mash", was
the gensral consensus.

ARlong came the middle of the afternocon. It was might hot,
“Well, boys," he inteoned, "I don't know too ‘well about this matter,
Maybe we've accused this feller Hamp wrongfully. Hs has always
been a clsver feller and it is a pity of he is innocent of this
charge.
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The fact is, boys, it is a mighty dull, dry time, MNothing is a
gwine on right. Boys, you are fres men. I fought for your free-
dom., I say, boys, you can do as you please, but as for me, ocld
Stoney Ppint Jimmy Smitty, FAMUS OR NO FAMUS, I MUST TAKE A LITTLEL"

3, Skull Camp Mountain

Skull Camp mountain is located just to the south of 89
about 15 miles west of Mount-Airy. Legend surrounds the name of
the Mountain., It is said that a Negro slave cams into tha community
sometime prior to the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, seeking
refuge. He never told anyone where he cams from only that his
nama was Ceorge., He found a cave high on the mountain and thers -
he lived. He would coms down in the- day and work for the area
farmers., They would pay him in foodstuffs and used clothing., He
seemed to manags very well and the community people did not seem
to mind him staying for he was an industrious fellow. The people
called him"Free Georgs" since most of his race uwere still slavss.
He lived the latter part of his life in the cave at the top of the
mountain., 0Ons day Free George didn't come to work the people
assumed ha did not need food that day so he would be back when
his food supply got low. He was never seen again. Years later
a group of campers planned to spend the night in the cave at the
mountain and found a complege skeleton lying on a rock near the
rear of the front room. The campers slept elsewhsre but the next
day reported their story to the community. People besgan to refer
to the mountain as Skull Camp Mountain, Which became tha final
resting place of the man called "free George,"

4, Tha Bernard Franklin Houss

This is the unrastored home of Bernard Franklin (1731~
1828) who, with his family came to this ssction from Virginia
around 1778, Berpard first settled along Mitchall's River, but
in the late 1700's (probably 1792 which date is pressed in a brick
on tha west chimney) he traditionally built this house with the
help of two of his sons and his slaves, The chimney brick is said
to have baeen made on the place and the siding of the house plan
by hand. Slave cabins stood at the back of the house just abowve
the spring and rotting logs werw still thsere in tha memory of
people still living., A covered walkway to the east is thought to
have connectad the "mansion" house to the log kitchen now wmarksed
by a pile of stones.

Meshack moved into his father's houss upcn the geath of
his father in 1829 and most likely "modernized" the houss ' in the
latest fashion of marbleized wainscotting (all thrse sons became
prominent polititions: Shadrach served in the state legislaturs;
Maeshack and Jesse in both the state legislature and in Congress,
the latter becoming our 1821 governor. )
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The house is of very much interest to resesarchers not
only because of the promience of the Franklin family, but because
of the unique architectural quality of the house., Fine in its day
it is essentially the samez as it was in the early 1800's, a rarity
to researchers in that it has bsen neither restored nor alterad,

This traditional Georgian-Federal housa was built on ths
so-called Quaker plan--cns huge room downstairs which included the
stairs and two smaller rooms. Obviously, the cruds partition add-
ed in latsr times will be removed. Upstairs, four bedrooms ware
thought to have been made from thres and the the attic stairs al-
terad by Meshack who had ths wainscoting"marbelized®, This panel-
ing and the painted doors are of special interest to experts, not
only bscausa of their original state, but bescause they were evident-
ly done by a local artist,

Bacause of its historical and architectural gquality the
house has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

5. Ths Bartholomew Hodges Cabin

This log cabin was built in 1800 by Bartholomew Hodges,
One most interesting fads about the cabin is that it is still
in the Hodgss family., Bartholomew Hodgas great-great-~grandson,
Lonzie Hodges now owns and occupies the cabin,

The houss is built of legs cut from timbar on the than
1,000 acre farm; the cabin is in a fair state of pressrvation,
Thare wars no windows in the cabin when it was built but in time
Indians and wild animals bescame a problem and precautions were
taken. 1In the upper story along each wall is a removabls heavy
timber covering louvers which were used to shoot through when
attacked.

The houss is built of logs and sealed with boards sawed
with an old up and down saw. The rafters were hewed and put to-
gethar with pegs. Oxen were used to drag tha legs. - The chimnays
at either end of ths houss are built of rough slabs of rock and
daubed with mud and crudely constructed, are still servicable,

6. - _Kapps Mill

Kapps Mill was built in 1827 and was one of the thres
largest ssrving Surry County. The buildars, Nixon and Jackson,
sold it in 1840 to John Kapps, whoss name is still linked with
the property. The mill remained in the Kapps family for the next
90 years, Irvy Wallacs married on of Kapps' daughters. For 20
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years Kapps and Wallace ownad the mill jointly until Wallace
bought his father in law out in+1930., Ths mill has soms very
productive year, with alot of work invested, but in 1935 Wallacs
closed thae doors because of econogmic trouble. If the mill had
not closad in 1935 it praobably would have in 1940, A flood on
tha Mitchell River did severe damage to the mill. Tha large roll
stone which ground wheat was imbedded in mud under the mill as

a rasult of that flood.,

Along with the mill there is a house, general stors,
old buggy house, a spring house and stable.

7. Cedar Point

“"Cadar Point" was once the plantation home of Richard
and Elizabsth Hunt Guyn. The plantation covered what is now all
of Elkin.and consisted of 6,000 acres of heavy timber. The housse
was built by Richard Cwyn around 1832, Richard Guyn had first
coma to Jonesville early in 1820 and opened a general store, A
few years later he moved across the River whers the toun of Elkin
was to grow. Thomas Lenior Gwyn, youngest child of Richard, was
to make quits a mark on Surry's history. He servad in the Second
Brigade of North Caroclina Calvalry and was later co-founder of the
Chatham Manufacturing Company.

When Stonemans atmy cams through Elkin, Mr. Richard Guyn
road out to meet them and offered Gersnal Stoneman and his staff
his home as headquartsers, In ths course of conversation betwsen
the Cwyns and Stoneman, he2 ask if they were related to the Cuwyns
in Baltimore and he was told they were. Nothing more was said but
Stoneman savad the home and the cotton mill, cwned by Richard Guyn,
although he sent squards to destroy the cotton factory at Turnars-
burg.

The house called "Cedar Point" is now owned by an Elkin
attorney , Mike Randleman and his wife Elizabeth. They have made
many repairs and improvements to bring the housa back to the
stately looking plantation house it once was.

8, Chatham Manufacturing Company

The Chatham Manufacturing Company grew from a grist mill
which had bean converted into a small wollen mill., The mill hcusad
machinery which would process raw wool from fleece into cloth, yarn
and blanket material. The mill was started by Thomas Lenior Cuyn
and Alexandar Chatham in 1878, Ths mill continued undsr the nams
of Guwyn and Chatham for 12 years when Mr. Gwyh's interest was
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acquired by thres of the sons of“Mr. Chatham.  The name-of tha-
plant was then changed to the Chatham Manufacturing Company. Mr.
Chatham ssrved as president of the company until he organized and
becama president of Elkin's first bank, the Elkin National Bank.
The woolen mill outgrew its location on Big Elkin cresk, seo in
1893 a nsw one story brick plant was built on. the Yadkin River
bottom, In 1899 a second story was added to the mill. Business
continusd to boom and in 1907 a branch operation was opened in
Winston-Salem, In 1916 a flood nearly washed thes company away, -
the waters of the Yadkin came within a foot of the second story.
The people of Elkin worked together to salvage the machinery;
damages neared $100,000, In 1917, the plant was rebuilt on higher
and drier land, . :

¢

From the small woolen mill grew into an industry which
has employed thousands of men and women and is ranked high among
the list of ths nation's successful manufacturing entsrprises.
It is the nations largest blanket factory, capable of producing
12 million blankets psr year.

9. Richard Guwyn Museum

The museum is the first school of Elkin. The school
was built in 1850 by Richard Guwyn to provide a place of education
in Elkin, sochis children would not hava to cross the Yadkin River
to attsend school in Jonesville. —The only means of crossing the
river ware ferry and canoe. Although Jonesville was tha largest
town this side of Raleigh and was ths seat of the famous Van Eaton
Academy, Richard Guyn preferred his children not have to cross the
Yadkin,

The building served not only as a school, but as Elkin's
first Methodist Church and as a kind of community building where
Episcopal services and an occasional political spasch ware heard,
In 1896 the Elkin Academy Company was incorporated., There wers
later a number of private schools in the area, In 1914 Elkin voted
in a $13,000 bond for a new school building, tha Elkin Elemsntary
school was built, This building was torn down in 1975 to make way
for a new elementary school building.

The Jonathan Hunt Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution made the school building into the quaint and very interest-
ing museum it is today.
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10, York Tavarn

The York Tavern was built in 1820's or 30's by Mark
York and it is said that many notables entertainad while Rockford
was a bustling community. Andresw Johnson is said to have mads
the York Tavern his hsadquarters as a young lawysr, ALt that tims,
Rockford was a happy hunting ground for lawyers, with legal tran-
sactions being carried out for a territory stretching from
Virginia to Concord, and from Forsyth to the Watauga line.

11. Rsaves- Freaman Homestead Site

In Siloam the common dining room or office of the Freeman
family still stands., The house was torn down in « In April
of 1865 General Stonemans raiders wers roaming the countryside.

In Siloam Colonel Luffman was recuperating from a ssvsre battle
wound at ths home af his friend Major R.E. Reeves, Early onz morning
there was a commotion in the yeard of ths Resves home. Colon=l
Luffman looked ocut ths window to discover a group of Fsderals

and one was on his horss, Ths Yankee on the horsse yelled "Surrender
your guns" and ths Colonel responded "This is my gun and that is

my horse. Gst off or I'll knock you off!" Colonel Luffman fired
and the Yankee fell off the horse dead, A fight began, Major Reavss
and Colonel Luffman decided that if they wers to escape besing

killed thesy must filse. ©GSo thsy did to the nsarby Yadkin River.

Thay both hid in the River with only their nostrils ocut of ths
water. Major Reeves under soms driftwood and Colonel Luffman under
a rock., Tha Fedsralist searched high and low and cam2 vsry near

the two men but failed to find them., Back at thes Reeves home Mrs.
Reeves, mother of major Reevas, was having a hard time. The

Yankees had emptisd all the centents on the bureau -drawers and set
fire to the contents., As socon as they sst fire, Prs, Reeves would
stamp it out., The Federalist thought there might bs some gold

in the house so they told Mrs. Reeves that they would kill hsr

if she did not tell them where the gold was. Mrs, Resves said,

"If you do you will deprive me of many days."

Reluctantly ths Fedsrals gave up and assured Mrs. Raevas
that they would not burn the house if she would promises to give
their dead campanion a dscent burial. Mrs Resves promised to do
this and did. The soldiers grave is just north of the place he
was killed, in a pine grove on a hill,
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12, Bean Shoals Canal

Along about 1817 whan the United States becama interested
in canal building (Erie Canal, Chesapeake & Ohio, etc.) some North
Carolina citizens hgpped on the band wagon too. They convinced
the legislature that they could make the Yadkin River navigable
from Wilkesboro to the South Carolina Line, To pursus this poss-
ibility they employed a John Hixon and a Hiram Jennings to survey
the river. Hixon and Jennings came up with the conclusicn that
they could make a usable course "at a price of only $57,330 were

t not for one formidable four-mile stretch of river commonly
known as Bean Shoals."

The Bean Shoals they could gst around by building a dam,
three locks, and a canal three miles long. This they could do for
$30,200. So the Yadkin Navigation Company was formed, farmers and
businessmen bought stock, and work was begun. Jennings, bstween
1820 and 1825 bagan to build his canal. To hold the walls, he had
to build "a rock wall of solid masonry fifteen feet high, along a
line of more than twelve hundred feat."

To make a long story short, an "expert" was called in
who proposed another plan, the projsct cost more than was anticipated;
and, after more than $38,000 had been spent and the company was
going brokse the project was abandoned just short of thse canal's
completion--around 1825,

So thess are thes canal walls you will ses z2long the river.
There are four sections of them.

You will not see the canal because the railrocad company
daecided to lay its tracks along an easy course, the canal bed, So

when you ars walking the railroad tracks you ars walking tha canal
bad.

Besan Shoals, itself, was known as early as 1780 when land
along its banks was granted to a David CGordon and a James Brown.
How the shoals came to be called Bean ws do not know at this paint. .
Maybe a man named Bsan first owned the land. The community of
Shoals probably got its name from Bean Shoals., The state of North
Carolina has made it into a state park.
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13. The Pilot Mountain

The Indians called the mountain Jo~mes-o-~kes which meant
“GCreat Guidse" from which came the fres tramslation Pilot Mountain.
Tales have been told of its ancient use as a ceremonial place by
the Indians., Its Indian name seems to reinforge the legsnd that
it served as a guiding landmark for migrating tribaes., 1t is said
that Daniel Boons alsc usad it as a landmark to guida his path.
Pilot Mountain was mapped in 1751 by Joshua Fry and Peter Jefferson,
father of Thomas Jefferson., The original owner of the Pilot Mount-
ain is know to be Andre Mathisu, who came to America with the
French troops under Rochambeau and was wounded in action at ths
Battle of Yorktewn in 1781, He was 31 at the time. He became an
Amarican citizen and lived as a businsssman in New York City. He
lived in New York City until shortly after 1803 when his wife and
son died of yellow fever, He and his daughter movad to the Pilot
Mountain area of Surry County, purchasing 7,000 acres of land naar
and including ths Pilot Mountain, The mountain was passed doun
through his family to the Spoon family., Until it was offered for
sale in and bought by 1.V, Beaslasy of Pilot Mountain., Tha
mountain road to the little pinnacle area was then paved and many
improvements mada, The Pilot Mountain was sold by Mr. Besasley's
widow in to becoms a state park so that the mountain can

remain in its natural form for the enjoyment of travelers and local
people,

14, Johnny Jones Plantation and the Giant Boxwood

Johnny Jones came to Surry County from Patrick County,
Virginia in the early ninteenth csntury. On Cctober 10, 1828
ha bought 340 acres of land near the Ararat community. He built
a log house and planted a boxwood to adorn the yard. This was
just about the time the Baptist of the area were splitting into
two groups the Primitive Baptists and the Missionary Baptist,
Tha Primitive Baptist bslieved it was wrong to train its preachsrs,
to send missionaries to othser areas, and to have music in the church.
Johnny Jones headed this group., The Missionary Baptist who wanted
missionaries, music and trained preachers waere headad by Denson
Poindsster, This group later dropped the "Missionary" and were
simply know as Baptist,

As the Baptist congregation grew so did the boxwood and
it was still growing when Jobhnny Jones died and 1lsft his home to
his daughter, a2 Mrs, Williams,

The house and the boxwood survived through two more
changes in land owners and until the land was purchased by A.J.
Taylor,a surveyor, teacher, and farmer from the Westfield area
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and his wife Virginia Elizabath Stone of Pilet Mountain. The
boxwood was ailing from neglsct and ons of the first things

Mrs. Taylor did was to start nursing the boxwood, In 1891 the
boxwood began to look better and has continusd to grow until

this day. The homs place is now owned by Mr., Taylor's son Y.

S. Taylor., In 1951 Mr. Taylor was asked to donate the 12 fest
tall, 75 feet in circumfersnce, and 22-25 feat in diamster boxwood
toc bz ths centerpiece in ths White House boxweod garden. He
replied to the four men who were overseeing the landscaping "Wa
want it remain in this region, where its history is know and
where it will perhaps bs more keenly appreciated than would be

the case should it be transferred to Washington." He also added
that "A majority of the descendants of Jsohnny Jones, who planted -
the boxwood about 1840, and likewise, most of the decendants and
relativaes of my mother, who nurtured thac<shrub from 1890 to 1942,
live in northuwest North Carsolina.”

The boxwood and the log cabin still stand as reminders
of earlier days in Surry County.

15. The Allison Tres

On August 20, 1892 Tom Allison, of Iredell Co. employed
by a tobacco warehouse company of Mt., Airy, shot and killed a very
praminent citizen of Mt. Airy, W.H. Brouwn, shipping clerk for Massrs.
Ferkner, Oliver, and Co., tobacco manufacturers. Allison had for
sometime been boasting of his superiority as a marksman. He had
been very bitter toward W.H. Brown, the reason is not exactly
known, Allison had told Brown he could beat him in a foot race
and wanted to make a bet of $2.50 on it and challenged him to meet
him at the livery stable on Saturday afternoon, Broun did not go,
Allison met Brown on the street later, Allison claimed that Brouwn

‘was not a man of his word and they passed soms sharp languags.

They were walking =zlong when Allison cursad Brown, Brown resenting
it with his fist, Allison hit Brown with his cane, when Broun
caught the cans Allison pulled out a pistol and shot twice with
deliberate aim, Brouwn was dead., Allison ran but was.caught by

Mr, Mart Griffith, Brouwn was a kind and wsll intending gentleman
wvho had come to Mt. Airy from western Virginia, but was from Ceorgia
originally. Though among strangers he died among friands,

Alliscn was arrssted and placed in the Dobson Jail, On
a cool starry night in September a small negro boy was playing
wvhen he saw a great crowd of men on horses coming up the road
toward Dobson, The men had tied sacks around the horses fest so
they would make no noise, This group of men went to the Dobson
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jail pretending to have a prisoner. Some_stood guard cutsida

and others entared the jail demanding ths key to Allison's cell.
Jailer Reid refusad to give it to them so they searched until

they found it. They took Allison and were gone within minutes.
The jailer rang the courthouse bell to no avail. After some
search the body of Allison was found swinging to an oak trea.

From that tims forward the tres becams know as the "Hangman's QOak"
or the "Allison Tree". The rotten tres was cut down in 1958 but
the stump is still visible in a road bed next to the Allison Tree
Gulf Station about 1% miles northeast of Dobson on old #601,

16, Siamese Twins Homesitas

The Siamese Twins cama to the United Statses from Siam
with an American ssaman, Captain Coffin., They arrived in Boston,
August 16, 1829 after a four and ons half month passags., The
twins went on exhibition tours in Nsw York, Boston, and Philadal-
phia and then to London where a great number of madical and scisn-
tific men were invited to examina the twins, The twins, Eng and
Chang, then stayed in London seven months on tour, then returning
to New York. The tuwins knsw thsy had not bsen treated fairly
regarding monay taken in, so they decided to end their employmsnt
by Captain Coffin., They had studied to learn reading, writing,
and arithmetic so thsy managed very wsll on their ocwn., They tourad
for some time on their own and later with many exhibitions, The
Siamess Twins tock the name Bunker in 1840 after some dear friends
in New York City. The twins enjoyed hunting and fishing so whan
invited to spend some leisure time in Wilkes County, North Carolina
they graciously =zccepted. During the course of their visit they
mat the Yates sisters, Miss Sally Ann and Miss Adaliada., In dus
time these sisters became the brides of Eng and Chang, respsctively.
They made their home in Wilkes County but as their families gresw
they realized thay needed mors fertile land in order to provide
adsquately, At this time Eng and Chang heard of a farm for sale
on Stuarts Creek near the village of Mount Airy. Thay investigatad
and decided to move their families to Surry County. Both families
lived together until they outgrew their house. At that time Chang
bought a-house in the village of Mt., Airy. Adelaide and her children
moved thera. Chang and Eng divided their time egually betwsan the
village and the farm homes., Because of thsir large families Chang
and Eng thought they should go on tour to secure some more monsy
so that they could @ducate their children, So many of the children
were of school ags that Mrs, Sally moved to the villagse near Mrs.
Adelaida, Later the familiss returned to the adjoining farms of
Chang and Eng. The brothers agreed three day would bs spent at
Changs' and three at Engs', this schedule was not broken sven in
the case of sickness, marriage or death.
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The twins had a reputation of being sharp businessmen,
rigidly punctual, conscientiously honest, kind hearted, and sincsre.

. While returning from an exhibition to Europe in 1870
Chang became ill and remained in poor health until his death and
consequently the death of Eng in 1874, The twins died at home
after traveling thousands of miles during their lifetimes. They
were buried in thz White Plains Church Cemetery.

17 The Granite Quarry

. In 1872 John Gilmer inspected his new farm near Mount
Airy, hs found in his holding was a 50 acre, dome shaped hill-
side of granite, The "Flat Rock" at ‘this tims was considered
worthless and deducted from the purchase price.

In 1888 the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley railway extanded
its line into Mount Airy. An Englishman named Thomas Yoodruffe
had been contracted to build the railroad stations along the line
from Greensboro to Mount Airy. He was in the praocess of searching
for building materials when he found the stone on John Gilmer's
farm. He was impressed by the fins textured, evenly colored stonas.
Ha proceeded te purchase the Flat Rock from Gilmer for a price of
$5,000, in 1889 he began quarrying. Mr. Woodruffe's start was
slow becauss Mount Airy was so far from major markets. In 1904
the North Carolina Granite Corporation was formed. J.D. Sargeant,
a native of Vermont came to Mount Airy as a stone cutter and shertly
afterward took over management of the North Carolina Granite Corpor-
ation. The once thought worthless rock dome on John CGilmer's farm
has grown into the world's largest aopsen face Granits Quarry.

18, White Sulphur Springs

Mount Airy was famous for its sulphur spring as a resort
before it became a commarcial and manufacturing center, White
Sulphur Springs appealed to many groups of people. It was know
for its spring water with medicinal qualities. White Sulphur
Springs was an outstanding resort of its day with an enormous,
first class hotel surrounded by a spacious eight acre yard, shaded
by stately trees; there were hammocks, tennis courts, and croqueat
grounds for recresation., The hotel served delicious meals prepared
and served in the old fashioned Southern style. Ths over all
revitalizing atmosphere made the resort a haven for the work weary
visitor, as uwell as those in poor health, The resort remainesd a
center of activity for more than half a century losing its patrons
to the lure of automobile travel eand the newly paved roads of the
twentieth century, and also to the discovery of more sophisticated
madical practices,
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Siamase Twins continued:

Houss of Chang....ons mils east of Eng's on U. S. 601 across

Stswart's Cresk on east sids,...sligntly remodeled,

The Siamesa Twins originally came to U, S. in 1829....dessrtad
Captain Coffin who exploitad them...,both were educated and marrisd the

Yates Sisters, Sally Ann and Adelaida,
(Eng) (Chang)
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Rockford - Town of, County seat of Surry County from 1789 to
1850, Andrew Jackson practiced law here., James K. Polk visited
kinsman W.P. Dobson; both Aaron Burr and Andrew Johnson said to
have bsen visitors.

Hamlin-Burrus Holyfield House - Antebsllum house built by John Hamlin
about 1840. % mile west side above courthouss.

Burrus House - Antebsllum 1856,

York Tavern - 0ld tavern probably built in 1830's or before by
Mark York. Many notables of the day entsrtained here.

-Masonic Hall - Dldest Masonic Lodge in northuwest North Carolina.

Organized in 1795 in Huntsville and moved to Rockford and chartered
in 1797. Tuwo storied part original part.

Rockford Courthousa - Built 1825. Replaced earlisr wooden structure,
Badly damaged by fire in 1925. Now used as private dwelling, Used
as courthouse until 1853 when courthouse was built at Dobson.

Grant - Burrus Hotel - Reuben Grant received license in 1796 to
operate a tavern at his home. Had heyday in late 1800's and early
1900's at ‘height of railroad activity. Then operated by Burrus.
Back part added later. Andrew Jackson reputedly stayed here.
Damagad by fire Nov, 18, 1974, g

0l1d Building - Said to have been a tobacco factory. Long one storied
building of southeast side toward bridge probably oldest building in
Rockford. ;

John Dcbson Home. One mile east of Rockford on #2230, west side.
Just across from Dobson Hill, Antebesllum home built 1858, 0ld law
office in yard.

Dobson Hill One mils sast of Rockford on #2230. Remains of home of
William Polk Dobson, for whom county seat of Dobson was named. On
hill overlooking river formerly Richard Horn Plantation where court
was held in out building around 1789-1791, Oobson graveyard surround-
ed by slave-built wall to north, Just back of house on north long

log building said to have been originally used as law offices and

then as dormitories for studants of Richmond Hill Law School across
river,
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Rocky Ford. Just below "White Bridge" between picnic site and toun.
Vehicles forded the river just about the "ripple" in water which

inspired famous newspapsr name, "Yadkin Ripple". Gave Rockford its
name.

Ferry Site - 1795 permission given to Moses Ayers for fsrry., Just
east on river side of picnic site.
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Rockford ~ Town of, County seat of Surry County from 1789 to
1850. Andrew Jackson practiced law here., James K. Polk visited
kinsman W.P. Dobson; both Aaron Burr and Andrew Johnson said to

have been visitors.

Hamlin-Burrus Holyfield House - Antebellum house built by John Hamlin
about 1840, % mile west side above courthouse.

Burrus House -~ Antebellum 1856.

York Tavern - 0ld tavern probably built in 1830's or before by
Mark York. Many notables of the day entertained here.

Masonic Hall - Oldest Masonic Lodge in northwest North Carolina.
Organized in 1795 in Huntsville and moved to Rockford and chartered
Two storied part original part.

Rockford Courthousa - Built 1825, Replaced earlier wooden structure,
Badly damaged by fire in 1925. MNow used as private dwelling., Used
as courthouse until 1853 when courthouse was built at Dobson.

Grant - Burrus Hotel - Reuben Grant received license in 1796 to
operate a tavern at his home. Had heyday in late 1800's and early
1900t's at height of railroad activity. Then operated by Burrus.
Back part added later. Andrew Jackson reputedly stayed hers.
Damaged by fire Nov, 18, 1974. :

0ld Building - Said to have been a tobacco factory. Long one storied
building of southeast side toward bridge probably oldest building in
Rockford. i

John Dobson Homs., One mile east of Rockford on #2230, west side.
Just across from Dobson Hill., Antebellum home built 1856, 0ld law
office in yard.

Dobson Hill One mile east of Rockford on #2230, Remains of home of
William Polk Dobson, for whom county seat of Dobson was named. On
hill overlooking river formerly Richard Horn Plantation where court
was held in out building around 1789-1791. Oobson graveyard surround-
ed by slave-built wall to north. Just-back of house an north long

log building said to have been originally used as law offices and

then as dormitories for students of Richmond Hill Law School across
river,
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Rocky Ford., - Just below "White Bridge" bestwsen picnic site and toun.
Vehicles forded the river just about the "ripple" in water which
inspired famous newspapsr name, "Yadkin Ripple". Gave Rockford its
name.

Ferry Site - 1795 permission given to Moses Ayers for ferry. Just
sast on river side of picnic site.
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Site Twsnty-Nine: Bernard Franklin Housa (B-15) Born in 1731 and died in
1828. This is ths unrestored homs of Bernard Franklin who, with his family
cama to this section from Virginia arcund 1778. Bernard first ssttled along
Mitchell's River, but in the late 1700's (probably 1792 which date is press-
ed in a brick on the west chimney) he traditionally built this houss with
the help of two of his sons and his slaves., The chimnsy brick is said to
have besn mads on the place and the siding of the house plan by hand., Slavs
cabins stood at the back of the house just above the spring and rotting logs
were still thsrs in the memory of people still living. A coversd walkuay
to the east is thought to have connectad the "mansion" house to the log
kitchen now marked by a pile of stones.

Meshack moved into his fathsr's houss upon the death of his fathar
in 1829 and most likely "modsrnized" the houss in the latest fashion of
marbleized wainscotting (all thres sons bscame prominent polititions: Shadrach
served in the state legislaturs; Maeshack and Jasse in both the state legis-
lature and in Congress, the latter bscoming our 1821 governor,)

The house is of very much intersst to ressarchers not only becauss
of the promience of the Franklin Family, but because of the uniqus architec-
tural quality of ihe houss, Fine in its day it is essentially the sams as
it was in the early 1800's, a rarity to ressarchsrs in that it has been
naither restored nor altered, :

This traditional Georgian-Federal houss was built on the so-callad
Quaker plan--one hugh room down stairs which included the stairs and tuwo
smaller rooms. Obviously, ths crude partition added in later times will be
removad, Upstairs, four bedrooms were thought to have besn mada from
three and the attic stairs altered by Meshack who had the wainscoting "marbel-
ized". This pansling and the painted doors are of special interest to expsrts,
not only becausa of their original state, but bscause they weres evidently
done by a local artist.

Becauss of its historical and architectural quality the house has

been placed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Site Twenty-Nins: Bernard Franklin Houss (B-15) Born in 1731 and died in
1828. This is tha unrestored home of Bernard Franklin who, with his family
cama to this section from Virginia around 1778. Bernard first ssttled along
Mitchell's River, but in tha late 1700's (probably 1792 which date is press-
ed in a brick on ths west chimney) he traditionally built this houss with
the help of two of his sons and his slaves. Tha chimnsy brick is said to
hava bean mads on the place and tha siding of the house plan by hand, Slavs
cabins stood at the back of the houss just above the spring and rotting logs
were still thers in tha memory of peopls still living. A coversd walkuway

to tha sast is thought to have connected the "mansion" house to the log
kitchen now marked by a pile of stones,

Meshack moved into his fathsr's house upon ths death of his fathsr
in 1829 and most likely "modsrnized”" the houses in the latest fashion of
marbleized wainscotting (all three sons bscame prominent polititions: Shadrach
served in tha state legislature; Meshack and Jesss in both ths state legis-
lature and in Congress, thes latter becoming our 1821 governor.)

Tha house is of very much interest to researchsrs not only because
of the promience of the Franklin Family, but because of the uniqus architec-
tural quality of ths houss, Fine in its day it is essentially the same as
it was in the early 1800's, a rarity to researchars in that it bhas basen
neithe; rastorad nor altsred. .

This traditional Ceorgian-Federal houss was built on ths so-callad
Quaker plan--one hugh room down stairs which includsd the stairs and two
smaller rooms. Obviously, the crude partition added in later timss will be
removed., Upstairs, four bedrooms wers thought to have besn mads from
three and the attic stairs altered by Meshack who had ths wainscoting "marbsl-
ized". This paneling and the painted doors are of special intersst to expsrts,
not only bacause of their original state, but because they were evidantly
done by a local artist.

Bacausa of its historical and architectural quality the houss has

besn placed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Site Twenty-Six: Fisher's Peak(B-12)...Highest Point in the county, .namad
supposadly for Col. Daniel Fisher who died on the peak from "drinking cold
water®™ or so they say. Further point west reached by Joshua fryes and Peter
Jefferson who were survaying the North Carolina-Virginia boundary in 1749,
Fisher River probably named for William Fisher....killed by Indians in 1758,

Round Peak, mentioned in Taliaferro, Fisher River Scenss,

Site Twenty-Seven: Dick Snow Housa (B-11 A) This house was probably built
in tha 1820's or 30's, The following scene of "Good Morning” taken from

Fishar River Scenes, took placs in the Dick Snow Houss.

Dick Snow was a man of respectability, and had a wife whom he and
every body else considared numbsr ona., Ths best of company, sven thas "quality”
visited his housa, The Misses Franklin, daughters of Meshsch Franklin, "the
Congressman," wsnt to a Methodist quarterly mseting near Dick's residsncs,
called on, and staysd all night with him. Dick was unacgquainted with "quality
ways," and when the ladies retired to bed up stairs, they badas the family
goodnight, He didn't know what it msant, and it worried him worss than the
nightmare., At last ha concluded it was sowe rig the young ladies wers
running on him, and he resoclved to retrieve what hs had lost, for hs was a
man who did not like to bs cutdone. So, early next morning, hs rose, built
his fire, and watchad the stair-staps until he heard ths Iadies coming down,
he then ran and hid himself near the foot of the stairway. As socon as they
landad on the lower floor, Dick rushed out of his hiding-place, scaring the
misses not a little, and bawled out loudly, "Good Mornin' at ye, Ladiss! I's
fast anuff fur you this time, Now I¥1ll quit ye, es we's sven. You got me

last night; I's got ys this mornin®. "
If tour is on time, you should be hers at 10:30 A.M.
Site Twenty-Eight: Franklin Primitive Baptist Church, Locally know as "Flat

Top". Started in early 1800's either by Meschack or Bsrnard Franklin, First
rocorded desd 1824,
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supposadly for Cocl. Daniel Fisher who died on the peak from "drinking cold
water™ or so thay say. Further point west reached by Joshua Frye and Peter
Jefferson who were surveying the North Carolina-Virginia boundary in 1749,
Fisher River probably named for William Fisher....killed by Indians in 1758,

Round Peak, mentionad in Taliaferro, Fisher River Scenss.

Site Twsnty-Seven: Dick Snow Housa (B-11 A) This house was probably built
in the 1820's or 30'%s, The following scens of "Good Morning" taken from

Fishsr River Scenss, took place in the Dick Snow Housa.

Dick Snow was a man of‘rBSpectability, and had a wife whom he and
every body else considarad number ons. Tha best of company, even ths "quality”
visited his houss, Thé Misses Franklin, daughters of Meshach Franklin, "ths
Congressman,” went to a Methodist quarterly meeting near Dick's residsncae,
called on, and stayed all night with him. Dick was unacquainted with “quality
ways,” and when the ladiss retired to bed up stairs, they bade the family
goodnighﬁ. He didn't know what it msant, and it worried him worsse than the
nightmars. At last hs concluded it was some rig the young ladies wers
running on him, and he resolvad to retrieves what he had lost, for he was a
man who did not like to be outdone. So, early next morning, he rose, built
his fire, and watched the stair-steps until he heard the ladies coming down,
he then ran and hid himself nsar the foot of the stairway., As spon as they.
landed on the lower floor, Dick rushad out of his hiding-placs, scaring ths
misses not a little, and bawlsd out loudly, "Cood Mornin' at ys, Ladiass! I's
fast anuff fur you this tims., Now I*ll quit ys, es wa's sven. You got me

last night; I's got ye this mornint."
If tour is on time, you should be hsrs at 10:30 A.M.
Site Twenty-Eight: Franklin Primitive Baptist Church, Locally know as "Flat

Top"., Started in early 1800's either by Meschack or Bernard Franklin, Fircst
racorded dsed 1824,
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Site Fifty Eight: Genaral Wolfe Butner §irthplace. "STony Ridge Road.
-

H
Birthplace of World War I General far whom C mp Butnar was named.

-

Butner also ons tims commandser of Fort Bragg and of Panama Canal Department.

PILOT MOUNTAIN: also called by Indians Jo-me-o-kas, the Great Guids,
(Site Fifty-Nine) Time:7:3:20

Andrs Mathieu, a Franchmen, first purchased the mountain, later passed on
to tha Spoons and tha Baasalays. Sold by Beasalasy to the stats for
pressnt park.

Pilot Mountain-~ths town had its first post office in 1832 first called
Tom's Creek. later changed to Pilot Mountain in 1868. Incorporated in 1887.

In the 1700's was called Lovill's District after Cpptain Lovill,  Reveolutiocnary
War soldiser, :

Site Sixty: Level Cross Crossroads, Site of iron works for Ararat Forgs

Site Sixty: Johnny Jonss Plantation; came from Virginia in 1828. Early
Baptist Religious leaded wha supposadly fell from gracae for exclaiming
an expletive, Boxwood planted in 1840, One of Largest boxwoods in state.
Wanted by Whita Houss remodaling committes for centerpecs for front lawn
but Taylor family refused stating that it wasx should remain in Surry
County,

DOBSON: 4:15PM

Home of Surry Community Collsgs, Initiated by mestings of thes Mt. Airy
and Dobson Lions Club in 1963 recsived County wide support. Formed in 1564,
One of tha bast community collegss in the state.

Site Sixty-~0ONe

Site Sixty-TWo: Pick Shin Nature Center: Curator: Charles Fletchsr.
Restored school houss, country store, and log cabin., Futurs pan plans:
tobacco barn and a barn built the old fashioned way.

Dobson ths toun was originally founded in 1850 when it bscame ths
county seat named after William Polk Dobson on whoss plantation it
vas built, The town was planned in sqgres. Fi

Site Sixty Three Courthouss, First courthouss on sits built in 1853,
Dynamited to make ®ay for nsw courthouss in 1916, New-sourthouse finished
in 1917; remodelled in 1971, (Optional and time permibting: Gay York,
Register ofDeeds and staff will ka show group soma of the deeds of

the 1770's.

Site ¥¥ Sixty-Four. Bob Fresman House B> South Main St. House rsportedly
started before Civil War, Completed soon afterwards.

Site Sixty-Five Resves Freeman House. Main part built probaly in 1850's
and one of origial house surrounding the square. Stoneman's: raiders
reputiedly stoppe at this home but wsre wamned about zXmzk sicknass in hous
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS TOUR

1. The Dick Snow House

This house was probably built in the 1820's or 30's,
The following scane of "Cood Merning” taken from Fisher River
Scenes, took place in the Dick Snow Houss,

Dick Snow was a man of respectability, and had a wife
whom he and esvsry body elss considersd number one. The best of
company, sven the "quality," visited his houss. The Missas
Franklin, daughters of Meshach Franklin, "tha Congressman,"
went to a Methodist quarterly meeting nsar Dick's residencs,
called on, and stayed all night with -him, Dick was unagquaintad
with "quality ways,” and when the ladiss retired to bed up stairs,
they bada the family goodnight. He didn't know what it meant,
and it worried him worse than the nightmare. At last he concluded
it was soma rig the young ladies were running on him, and ha
rasolvad to retrieve what he had lost, for hs was a man who did
not like to be outdons. So, early next morning, he rose, built
his firae, and watchad the stair-steps until he heard the ladies
coming down, ha then ran and hid himself nsar ths foot of the
stairway. As soon as they landed on the lowsr floor, Dick rushed
out ir his hiding-place, scaring the misses not a little, and
bawled out loudly, "Good Mornin' at ys, Ladies! I's fast anuff fur
you thia time, Now I1'11 quit ye, es wa's sven., You got me last
night: ['s got ye this mornin'.”

2. Shipp's Mustering Crounds

Aetween Big Fish and Little Fish River in tha Round Peak
area was Shipp's Mustering Ground. There old veterans from the
Ravolutlonary War used to congregatae on stated occasions for drill-
ing reminiscencing, sharp shooting, and a general good tims.

Light refrashments were always served, Therse was "Gingsr
Cake Josh" with his mountain of Ygingy cakes".

And there was Mr, Hamp Hudson, the only man in the county
who kapt a still houss running all year long.

Now, Mr,., Hudson had a dog named Famus whp always accomp-
aniasd his master wherever he went., Came mustering day and no Famus.
Where was Famus? Word scon got around maybe by somz jesalous snsmy
of Mr, Hudson or by a temperancs person, that the reason Famus

wasn't around was that he got drowned in the mash and that Mr. Hudson

had distilled the whiskey out of that very same mash,

"No, I'm not going to drink none of that Famus mash", was
thes general conssnsus,

Along came the middle of the afternoon. It was might hot.
"Well, boys," he intoned, "I don't know too wsll about this matter,
Maybe we've accused this feller Hamp wrongfully, He has always
bsen a clever feller and it is a pity of he is innocent of this
charga.
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The fact is, boys, it is a mighty dull, dry time. HNothing is a
gwina on right. Boys, you are free men. I fought for your free-
dom. 1 say, boys, you can do as you please, but as for ma, old
Stoney Point Jimmy Smitty, FAMUS OR NO FAMUS, T MUST TAKE A LITTLEL"

3. Skull Camp Mountain

Skull Camp mountain is located just to the south of 89
about 15 miles west of Mount Airy. Legend surrounds the name aof
the Mountain. It is said that a Negro slave cams into the community
sometime prior to the Emancipation Proclamation-eof 1863, seeking
refuge. He nesver told anyone where hse cams from only that his
name was George. He found a cave high on the mountain and thers
he lived. He would come down in the day and work for the area
farmers, They would pay him in foodstuffs and used cléthing. He
seamad to manags very well and the community people did not szem
to mind him staying for he was an industrious fellow. The people
called him"Free George" since most of his race were still slaves.

Ha lived the latter part of his life in the cave at tha top of ths —
mountain. 0Ons day Free George didn't come to work the people
assumed he did not need foed that day so he would be back when — -
his food supply got low. He was nsver seen again. Years later

a group of campers planned to spend the night in the cave at the
mountain and found a complege skeleton lying on a rock near the

raar of the front room, The campers slept elsewherse but the next
day raported their story to the community. People began to refar

toc tha mountain as Skull Camp Mountain., VWhich became the final
ranting place of the man called "free George."

4, iha Bernard Franklin Houss

This is the unrestored home of Bernard Franklin (1731~
1823, who, with bhis family came to this section from Virginia
around 1778, Bernard first ssttled along Mitchell's River, but
in the late 1700's (probably 1792 which date is pressed in a brick
on the west chimney) he traditionally built this house with the
halp of two of his sons and his slaves. The chimnay brick is said
to havs been made on the place and the siding of the houss plan
by hand., Slave cabins stood at the back of the houss just abows
the spring and rotting logs werw still there in tha memory of
peopla still living, A covered walkway to the east is thought to
have connected the "mansion" house to the log kitchen now markdgd
by a pile of stones,

Mashack moved into his fathar's houss upon the death of
his father in 1829 and most likely "modarnized" the house in the
latest Pashion of marbleized wainscotting (all three sons became
prominznt polititions: Shadrach served in the state legislature;
Mashack and Jesse in both the state legislature and in Congress,
the latter becoming our 1821 governor.)
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The houss is of very much interest to researchers not
only because of the promisnce of the Franklin family, but bscause
of tha unique architectural quality of the house. Fine in its day
it is sssentially the same as it was in the early 1800's, a rarity
to ressearchers in that it has been neither restored nor altered.

This traditional Ceorgian-Federal house was built on thes
so-callad Quaker plan--one huge room downstairs which includad ths
stairs and two smaller rooms, Obviously, the cruda partition add-
ed in later times will be removad. Upstairs, four badrooms wsre
thought to have been mads from three and the the attic stairs al-
tered by Meshack who had ths wainscoting”marbelized", This panel-
ing and tha painted doors are of special interest to experts, not ,
only bacausa of their original state, but becausa thay were evident-
ly dona by a local artist, 2 3

Becauss of its historical and architectural gquality the
house has bsen placed on the National Register of Historic Places,

5. Tha Bartholomsw Hodgss Cabin

This log cabin was built in 1800 by Bartheclomsw Hodges.
Ons most interesting fais about the cabin is that it is still
in tha Hodges family. Bartholomew Hodgaes great-grsat-grandson,
Lonzin Hodges now owns and occupies ths cabin,

The houss is built of logs cut from timbar on ths then
1,080 acre farm; the cabin is in a fair state of presarvation.
Thare wera no windows in the cabin when it was built but in time
[ndinna and wild animals became a problem and precautions were

takan, In the uppar story along each wall is a ramovable heavy
timbar covering louvers which were used to shoot through when
atinckad,

The house is built of logs and ssaled with boards sawed
with an old up and down saw. The rafters wers hswad and put to-
gathar with pegs. Oxen were used to drag the legs. The chimnays
at e@ither end of the houss are built of rough slabs of rock and
daubad with mud and crudely constructed, are still sarvicablas.

6. Kapps Mill

Kapps Mill was built in 1827 and was ons of the thres
largest serving Surry County. The buildsrs, Nixon and Jackson,
sold it in 1840 to John Kapps, whose name is still linked with
the propserty. The mill remained in ths Kapps family for the next
90 years, Irvy Wallace married on of Kapps' daughters. For 20

4
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years Kapps and Wallace ocwned tha mill jointly until Wallace
bought his father in law cut in 1930. The mill has scma very

" productive year, with alot of work invested, but in 1935 Wallace

closed tha doors becausz of economic trouble., If tha mill had
not closed in 1935 it probably would have in 1940, A flood on
the Mitchell River did severa damags to the mill, The large roll
stone which ground wheat was imbedded in mud under the mill as

a rasult of that flood.

-~ Along with the mill there is a house, general store,
old buggy house, a spring house and stable,

7. Cedar Point

"Cedar Point" was once the plantation home of Richard
and Elizabeth Hunt CGwyn., The plantation covered what is now all
of Elkin. and consisted of 6,000 acres of heavy timber., The house
was built by Richard Guyn around 1832, Richard Guwyn had first
come to Jonesville early in 1820 and opened a gsneral store, A
few years later he moved across the River whare the touwn of Elkin
was to grow., Thomas Lenior CGwyn, youngsst child of Richard, was
to make quite a mark on Surry's history. He served in the Second
Brigade of North Carcolina Calvalry and was later co-founder of the
Chatham Manufacturing Company.

When Stonemans army cams through Elkin, Mr. Richard Cuyn
road out to meet them and offered Gerenal Stoneman and his staff
his heme as headguarters. In the courss of conversation bestueen
tha GCuwyns and Stoneman, hs ask if they were related to the Cuwyns
in Baltimeore and he was told they were. Nething mors was said but
Stonaman saved the home and the cotton mill, ouwned by Richard Guwyn,
although he sent squards to destroy the cotton factory at Turnars-
burg.

The house called "Cadar Point" is now owned by an E£lkin
attornsy , Mike Randleman and his wife Elizabeth. They have made
many repairs and improvements to bring the house back to the
statesly looking plantation houss it once was.

8. Chatham Manufacturing Company

The Chatham Manufacturing Company grew from a grist mill
which had been converted into a small wollen mill, The mill housed
machinery which would process raw wool from fleece intec cloth, yarn
and blanket material, The mill was started by Thomas Lsnior Guwyn
and Alexander Chatham in 1878, The mill continued under the name
ef Guyn and Chatham for 12 years when Mr., Guyn's interest was
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acquired by threa of the sons of Mr. Chatham. The name of the
plant was than changed to the Chatham Manufacturing Company. Mr.
Chatham served as prasident of the company until he organized and
becams president of Elkin's first bank, the £lkin National Bank.
The woolen mill ocutgrew its location on Big Elkin cresk, so in
1893 a nsw one story brick plant was built on ths Yadkin River
bottom. In 1899 a second story was added to ths mill., Business
continusd to boom and in 1907 a branch operation was opsned in
Winston-Salsm, In 1916 a flood nearly washed the company away,
the waters of the Yadkin came within a foot of the second story.
The p=zople of Elkin worked togethar to salvags the machinery;
damagaes neared $100,000. In 1917, the plant was rsbuilt on highsr
and drier land. :

From tha small woolen mill grew intoc an industry which
has employsed thousands of men and women and is ranked high amang
tha list of ths nation's successful manufacturing entsrprises.
1t is the nations largest blanket factory, capabls of producing
12 million blankets per year.

9. Richard Guyn Museum

Tha museum is the first school of Elkin. The school
was built in 1850 by Richerd Guyn to provide a place of education
in £lkin, sochis children would not have to cross the Yadkin River
to attand school in Jonasville, The only means of crossing the
rivar wara ferry and canoe. Although Jonesville was the largest
town Lnis side of Raleigh and was the seat of the famous Van Eaton

Acacdamy, Richard Cwyn praferred his children not have to cross ths
Yadkin,

The building ssrved not enly as a school, but as Elkin's
firat Mathodist Church and as a kind of community building whers
Episcopal services and an occasional political speach were heard.
In 1395 the Elkin Academy Company was incorporated. Thers were
later a number of private schools in the area. In 1914 Elkin vocted
in a 513,000 bond for a naw school building, the Elkin Elemsntary
school was built., This building was torn down in 1975 to maka uway
for a new elementary school building.

The Jonathan Hunt Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution made the school building into the quaint and very interast-
ing museum it is today.
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10, York Tavsrcn

The York Tavern was built-in 1820's or 30's by Mark
York and it is said that many notables entertainad while Rockford
was a bustling community. Andrew Johnscn is said to have mads
tha York Tavern his headquarters as a young lawyer., At that time,
Rockford was a happy hunting ground for lawyers, with legal tran-
sactions being carried out for a territory stretching from
Virginia to Concord, and from Forsyth.to the Watauga linse,

11. Resvas- Freaman Homestead Site

In Siloam the common dining rcom or office of the Freeman
family still stands., The houss was torn down in « In April
of 1855 General Stonemans raiders were roaming the countrysidas. ;
In Siloam Colon2l Luffman was recuparating from a sesvers battle
wound at tha home of his friend Major R.E. Rasvas, Early one morning
thera was a commotion in the yeard of tha Resves homas. Colonsl
Luffman looked cut the window to discovar a group of Fedsrals
and onn was on his horse, The Yankaee on the horse yelled "Surrender
your 2uns"” and the Colonal respondad "This is my gun and that is
my horsa. Get off or I1'11 knock you off!" Colonel Luffman fired
and thn Yankea fell off the horse dead, A fight began, Major Reaves
and Coloneal Luffman decided that if they wers to escape being
killad they must flse, So they did to the nearby Yadkin River.

Thav hoth hid in the River with only their nostrils ocut of the
watar, Major Reeves under soms driftwood and Colonsl Luffman under
a rnck, The Fedaralist searched high and low and came vary near
tha two men but failed to find them. Back at the Reevas home Mrs.
Roavans, mother of major Reevas, was having a hard time. The
Yankaws had emptisd all ths contents on the bursau drawers and set
fira to the contents. As soon as thsy set fire, Mrs, Reeves would
stamp it out., The Federalist thought there might bs some gold

in the house so thay told Mrs, Resves that they would kill her

if she did not tell them where the gold was. Mrs, Resves said,
"If you do you will deprive me of many days."

Reluctantly the Federals gave up and assured Mrs. Rssves

that they would not burn the house if she would promise to give SERE—-

their dead campanicn a decent burial. Mrs Resvss promised to do
this and did. The soldiers grave is just north of the place he
was killed, in a pine grove on a hill.
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12. Bean Shoals Canal

Along about 1817 whan the United States became interestsd
in canal building (Erie Canal, Chesapeake & Ohio, etc.) scme North
Carolina citizans hgpped on the band wagon too. They convinced
the legislature that they could make the Yadkin River navigable
from Wilkesboro te the South Carolina Line. To pursua this poss-
ibility they employed a John Hixon and a Hiram Jennings to survsy
the river, Hixon and Jennings came up with tha conclusion that

" they could make a usable course "at a price of only 357,330 were

it not for one formidable four-mile stretch of river commonly
known as Bean Shoals,"

The Bean Shoals they could get around by building a dam,
three locks, and a canal three miles long. This they could do for
$30,200, So the Yadkin Navigation Company was formed, farmers and
businassmen bought stock, and work was begun. Jennings, bestween
1820 and 1825 bagan to build his canal. To hold the walls, ha had
to build "a rock wall of solid masonry fifteen feet high, along a
line of mors than twelve hundred fest."

To make a long story short, an "expert" was called in
who proposed another plan, the project cost more than was anticipated;
and, after more than $38,000 had been spent and the company was
qoing broke the project was abandoned just short of the canal's
complotion--around 1825, :

So thess ara the canal walls you will ses along the river.
Thaza are four sections of them,

You will not see the canal because the railroad company
cuzldad to lay its tracks along an easy course, the canal bed, So

whan you are walking the railroad tracks you ars walking tha canal
bad.

Bean Shoals, itself, was known as early as 1780 when land
along its banks was granted to a David Gordon and a James Brown.
How the shoals came to be called Bean we do not know at this point.
Mayba a man named Bean first owned the land. The community of
Shoals probably got its name from Bean Shoals. The state of North
Carolina has made it into a state park.
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15. The Pilot Mountain

The Indians called thes mountain Jo-me-o~kee which meant
"Graat Guids" from which came the free translation Pilot Mountain.
Tales have been told of its ancient use as a ceremonial place by
the Indians. Its Indian name seems to reinforce the legend that
it servad as a quiding landmark for migrating tribess. It is said
that Daniel Boons alspo usad it as a landmark to guide his path.
Pilot Mountain was mapped in 1751 by Joshua Fry and Peter Jafferson,
father of Thomas Jefferson. The original ouwner of the Pilot Mount-
ain is know to be Andre Mathieu, who came to America with the
French troops undsr Rochambeau and was wounded in action at ths
Battle of Yorkteown in 1781, He was 31 at the time. He became an
Amarican citizen and lived as a businsssman in New York City. He
lived in New York City until shortly after 1803 when his wife and
son died of yellow fever. He and his daughter moved to the Pilot
Mountain area of Surry County, purchasing 7,000 acres of land near
and including tha Pilot Mountain. The mountain was passed down
through his family to the Spoon family. Until it was offered for
sale in and bought by J.YW. Beasley of Pilot Mountain, The
mountain road to the little pinnacle area was then paved and many
improvemants mads., The Pilot Mountain was sold by Mr. Besaslaey's
widow in toc become a state park so that the mountain can
remain in its natural form for ths enjoyment of travelers and local
peopla.

14, Johnny Jones Plantation and the Giant Boxwood

Johnny Jones came to Surry County from Patrick County,
Virginia in the early nintsenth cantury. On October 10, 1828
ha bought 340 acres of land near the Ararat community. He built
a log houss and planted a boxwood to adorn the yard. This was
just about the time the Baptist of the area were splitting inta
two groups the Primitive Baptists and the Missionary Baptist.
The Primitive Baptist believed it was wrong to train its preachsrs,
to send missionariass to othsr areas, and to have music in the church.
Johnny Jones headasd this group, The Missionary Baptist who wanted
missionaries, music and trained preachers were headsd by Denson
Poindester., This group later dropped the "Missionary" and were
simply know as Baptist,

As the Baptist congregation grew so did the boxwood and
it was still growing when Jobhnny Jonas died and left his home to
his daughter, a Mrs. Williams,

- The houss and the boxwood survived through two more
changss in land owners and until the land was purchased by A,J.
Taylor,a surveyor, teacher, and farmer from the Westfield area
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and his wife Virginia Elizabath Stone of Pilot Mountain.

The
boxwood was ailing from neglect and one of the first things

Mrs., Taylor did was to start nursing the boxwood. In 1891 the
boxwood began to look better and has continued to grow until
this day. The homs place is now ownad by Mr. Taylor's son Y.

S. Tayler. 1In 1951 Mr. Taylor was asked to donate the 12 fest
tall, 75 fest in circumference, and 22-25 feat in diamster boxwood
to be the centerpiece in tha VYhite House boxwood garden. He
replied to the four men who were overseeing the landscaping "Wes
want it remain in this region, where its history is know and
where it will perhaps be more keenly appreciated than would be
tha cass should it bs transferred to Washington." He also added
that "A majority of the descendants of Johnny Jones, who planted
th= boxwood about 18408, and likew1se, most of the decendants and

T

live in nor hwast North Carolina."
" The boxuwood and the log cabin still stand as reminders
of earliar days in Surry County,

152 Tha Alllson Trse

0n August 20, 1892 Tom Allison, of Iredell Co. employed
by a tobacco warehouse company of Mt. Airy, shot and killed a vsry
prominant citizen of M%, Airy, W.H. Brown, shipping clerk for Messrs,
Forkner, Oliver, and Co., tobacco manufacturers. Allison had for
somatine basn boasting of his superiority as a marksman, He had
beaan wery bitter toward W.H. Brown, the reason is not exactly
known., Allison had told Brown he could beat him in a foot race
and wantad to make a bet of $2.50 on it and challenged him to mest
him at tha livery stable on Saturday afternoon., Brouwn did not go.

“AYiisorrmat -Brown on the strset later, Allison claimed that Brouwn

was not a man of his word and they passed some sharp languags,
They ware walking along when Allison cursad Brown, Brown rassnting
it with his fist, Allison hit Brown with his cans, when Brown
cauznt fhe cans Allison pulled out a pistol and shot twice with
deliberate aim, Brown was dead. Allison ran but was caught by
Brown was a kind and well intending gentleman

Though among strangers he died among friends,

_Allison was arrested and placed in the Dobson Jail. On

a cool'starry night in September a small negro boy was playing

when he saw a great crowd of men on horses coming up ths road
toward Dobson., The men had tied sacks around the horses feet so
they would make no noise., This group of men went to the Dobson
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jail pretending to have a prisonar., Some stood guard outside

and othars sntered the jail demanding tha ksy to Allison's cell,
Jailer Reid refusad to give it to them so they searched until

they found it. Thasy took Allison and were gone within minutes.
The jailsr rang the courthouse bell to no avail. After some
search the body of Allison was found swinging to an oak trea.

From that tims forward ths tres becams know as thes "Hangman's Oak"
or the "Allison Tree". The rotten tres was cut down in 1958 but
the stump is still visible in a road bed next to the Allison Tree
Gulf Station about 1% miles northeast of Dobson on old #601,

16, Siamese Twins Homesitas

The Siamese Twins came to ths United Statss from Siam
with an American ssaman, Captain Coffin, They arrivad in Boston,
August 16, 1829 after a four and ons half month passaga, The
twins went on exhibition tours in New York, Boston, and Philadal-
phia and then to London whers a great number of medical and scien-
tific men-ware invited to examins the twins. The twins, Eng and
Chang, then staysd in London seven months on tour, than raturning
to New York., The twins knew they had not bsen treated fairly
ragarding monsy taken in, so they decided to end their employment
by Captain Coffin, They had studied to learn reading, writing,
and arithmetic so they managed very wsll on their own. They toured
for soms time on their own and later with many exhibitions, The
Siamesa Twins took the name Bunkar in 1840 after some dear friends
in flew York City.- Ths tuwins enjoyed hunting and fishing so when-
invitad to spend some leisure time in Wilkes County, North Carolina
thay graciously accepted. During the course of their visit they
met tha Yates sisters, Miss Sally Ann and Miss Adsliade. In dus
time thase sisters became the brides of Eng and Chang, respectively.
Thay made their home in Wilkes County but as their families grew
they realized they needed mors fertile land in order to provide
adeguatealy, At this time Eng and Chang hsard of a farm for sale
They investigated
and decided to move their families to Surry County. Both families
livad togsther until they outgrew their house. At that time Chang
bought a house in the village of Mt, Airy.
moved thers, Chang and £tng divided their time equally bstwsan the
village and the farm homes, Because of their large families Chang
and Eng thought they should go on tour to secure some wmore monsy
so that thay could dducate their children. So many of the children
were of school agas that Mrs., Sally moved to the villags near Mrs,
Adelaids. Later the families returned to the adjoining farms of
Chang and Eng. The brothers agreed thres day would be spent at
Changs' and three at Engs', this schedule was not broken even in
the case of sickness, marriage or death.

Adelaide and her children
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The twins had a reputation of being sharp businesssmen,
rigidly punctual, conscientiously"honest, kind hearted, and sincsre.

While returning from an exhibition to Europe in 1870
Chang became ill and remained in poor health until his death and
consequantly the death of Eng in 1874, The tuwins diad at home
after traveling thousands of miles during their lifetimes. They
were buried in the White Plains Church Cematery.

Vi The Granite Quarry

L]

In 1872 John Gilmer inspected his new farm near Mount
Riry, he found in his helding was a 50 acre, dome shaped hill-
sids of granite. The "Flat Rock" at .this time was considsred
worthless and deducted from the purchase price, 3

In 1888 the Cape fFear and Yadkin Valley railuway extsnded
its line into Mount Airy. An Englishman named Thomas Woodruffe

.. had baan contracted to build the railroad stations along the line

from Greasnsboro to Mount Airy. He was in the process of searching
for building materials when he found the stons on John Gilmer's
farm, He was impressed by the fine textured, evenly colored stons.
He praceaded to purchase the Flat Rock from Gilmer for a price of
$5,000, in 1889 he began gquarrying., Mr. Woodruffe's start was
slow becausa Mount Airy was so far from major markets. In 1904

tha MNorth Carolina CGranite Corporation was formed. J.D. Sargeant,

~a nativa of Vermont came to Mount Airy as a stone cutter and shortly .

aftorward took over management of the North Carolina CGranite Corpor-
ation.,  The once thought worthless rock dome on John Gilmer's farm
has grown into ths world's largest open face Granits Quarry.

18, White Sulphur Springs

Mount Airy was famous for its sulphur spring as a resort
bafora-it bscame a commercial and manufacturing center, White
Sulphur Springs appealed to many groups of people., It was knouw
for its-spring water-with medicinal qualities.
Springs was an outstanding resort of its day with an encrmous,
first class hotsl surrounded by a spacious eight acre yard, shaded
by stately trees; there were hammocks, tennis courts, and croquet
grounds for recreation. The hotel served dslicious meals preparsd
and served in ths old fashioned Southern style. Tha over all
revitalizing atmosphere made the resort a haven for the work wesary
visitor, as well as those in poor health, The resort remained a
center of activity for more than half a century losing its patrons
to thes lure of automobile travel and ths nswly paved roads of the

—twentieth -century, and also to the discovery of more sophisticated

medical practices,

White Sulphur S
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS TOUR

1. The Dick Snow House

This house was probably built in the 1820's or 30's,
The following scene of "Good Merning" taken from Fisher River
Scenes, took place in the Dick Snow Houss.

Dick Snow was a man of respectability, and had a wife
whom he and every body else considered number one. The best of
company, even the "quality," visited his house. The Misses
Franklin, daughters of Meshech Franklin, "the Congressman,"
went to a Methodist quarterly meeting near Dick's residence,
called on, and stayed all night with him, Dick was unagquainted
with "quality ways," and when the ladies retired to bed up stairs,
they bade the family goodnight. He didn't know what it meant,
and it worried him worse than the nightmare. At last he concluded
it was some rig the young ladies were running on him, and he
resolved to retrieve what he had lost, for he was a man who did
not like to be outdone. So, early next morning, he rose, built
his fire, and watched the stair-steps until he heard the ladies
coming down, he then ran and hid himself near the foot of the
stairway. As soon as they landed on the lower fleor, Dick rushed
out if his hiding-place, scaring the misses not a little, and
bawled out loudly, "Good Mornin' at ye, Ladies! I's fast anuff fur
you this time. Now I'll quit ye, es we's even., You got me last
night: I's got ye this: mornin'."

2, Shipp's Mustering CGrounds

Between Big Fish and Little Fish River in the Round Peak
area was Shipp's Mustering Ground., There old veterans from the
Revolutionary War used to congregate on stated occasions for drill-
ing reminiscencing, sharp shooting, and a general good time,

Light refreshments were always served, There was "Ginger
Cake Josh" with his mountain of "gingy cakes",.

And there was Mr, Hamp Hudson, the only man in the county
who kept a still house running all year long.

Now, Mr. Hudson had a dog named Famus who always accomp-
anied his master wherever he went., Came mustering day and no Famus.
Where was Famus? Word soon got around maybe by some jealous enemy
of Mr. Hudson or by a temperance person, that the reason Famus
wasn't around was that he got drowned in the mash and that Mr. Hudson
had distilled the whiskey out of that very same mash.

"No, I'm not going to drink none of that Famus mash", was
the general consensus,

Along came the middle of the afternoon. It was might hot.
"Well, boys," he intoned, "I don't know too well about this matter,
Maybe we've accused this feller Hamp wrongfully. He has always

been a clever feller and it is a pity of he is innocent of this
charge.
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The fact is, boys, it is a mighty dull, dry time. Nothing is a
gwine on right. Boys, you are free men. I fought for your free-
dom, I say, boys, you can do as you please, but as for me, old
Stoney Point Jimmy Smitty, FAMUS OR NO FAMUS, I MUST TAKE A LITTLEY"

3, Skull Camp Mountain

Skull Camp mountain is located just to the south of 89
about 15 miles west of Mount-Airy. Legend surrounds the name of
the Mountain, It is said that a Negro slave came into the community
sometime prior to the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, seeking
refuge. He never told anyone where he came from only that his
name was George, He found a cave high on the mountain and there
he lived. He would come down in the day and work for the area
farmers, They would pay him in foodstuffs and used clothing. He
seemed to manage very well and the community people did not seem
to mind him staying for he was an industrious fellow., The people
called him"Free George" since most of his race were still slaves.
He lived the latter part of his life in the cave at the top of the
mountain, One day Free George didn't come to work the people
assumed he did not need food that day so he would be back when
his food supply got low. He was never seen again. Years later
a group of campers planned to spend the night in the cave at the
mountain and found a complege skeleton lying on a rock near the
rear of the front room. The campers slept elsewhere but the next
day reported their story to the community. People began to refer
to the mountain as Skull Camp Mountain., Which became the final
resting place of the man called "free George."

4., _T¥he Bernard Franklin House

This is the unrestored home of Bernard Franklin (1731~
1828) who, with his family came to this section from Virginia
around 1778, Bernard first settled along Mitchell's River, but
in the late 1700's (probably 1792 which date is pressed in a brick
on the west chimney) he traditionally built this house with the
help of two of his sons and his slaves. The chimney brick is said
to have been made on the place and the siding of the house plan
by hand, Slave cabins stood at the back of the house just abowe
the spring and rotting logs werw still there in the memory of
people still living. A covered walkway to the east is thought to
have connected the "mansion" house to the log kitchen now marked
by a pile of stones.,

Meshack moved into his father's house upon the death of
his father in 1829 and most likely "modernized" the house in the
latest fashion of marbleized wainscotting (all three sons became
prominent polititions: Shadrach served in the state legislature;
Meshack and Jesse in both the state legislature and in Congress,
the latter becoming our 1821 governor.)
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The house is of very much interest to researchers not
only because of the promience of the Franklin family, but because
of the unique architectural quality of the house., Fine in its day
it is essentially the same as it was in the early 1800's, a rarity
to researchers in that it has bsen nmeither restored nor altered.

This traditional Georgian-Federal house was built on the
so-called Quaker plan--one huge room downstairs which included the
stairs and two smaller rooms. Obviously, the crude partition add-
ed in later times will be removed. Upstairs, four bedrooms were
thought to have been made from three and the the attic stairs al-
tered by Meshack who had the wainscoting"marbelized", This panel-
ing and the painted doors are of special interest to experts, not
only because of their original state, but because they were evident-
ly done by a local artist,

Because of its historical and architectural quality the
house has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

5. The Bartholomew Hodges Cabin

This log cabin was built in 1800 by Bartholomew Hodges.
One most interesting fads about the cabin is that it is still
in the Hodges family. Bartholomew Hodges great-great-grandson,
Lonzie Hodges now owns and occupies the cabin.

The house is built of logs cut from timber on the then
1,000 acre farm; the cabin is in a fair state of preservation.
There were no windows in the cabin when it was built but in time
Indians and wild animals became a problem and precautions were
taken. In the upper story along each wall is a removable heavy

timber covering leouvers which were used to shoot through when
attacked.

The house is built of logs and sealed with boards sawed
with an old up and down saw, The rafters were hewed and put to-
gether with pegs. 0Oxen were used to drag the logs. The chimneys
at either end of the house are built of rough slabs of rock and
daubed with mud and crudely constructed, are still servicable.

6. _Kapps Mill

Kapps Mill was built in 1827 and was one of the three
largest serving Surry County. The builders, Nixon and Jackson,
sold it in 1840 to John Kapps, whose name is still linked with
the property. The mill remained in the Kapps family for the next
90 years, Irvy Wallace married on of Kapps' daughters. For 20
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years Kapps and Wallace owned the mill jointly until Wallace
bought his father in law out in 1930, The mill has some very
productive year, with alot of work invested, but in 1935 Wallace
closed the doors because of economic trouble, If the mill had
not closed in 1935 it probably would have in 1940, A flood on
the Mitchell River did severe damage to the mill, The large roll
stone which ground wheat was imbedded in mud under the mill as

a result of that flood.

Along with the mill there is a house, general store,
old buggy house, a spring house and stable.

7. Cedar Point

"Cedar Point" was once the plantation home of Richard
and Elizabeth Hunt Guwyn, The plantation covered what is now all
of Elkin.and consisted of 6,000 acres of hesavy timber. The house
was built by Richard Gwyn around 1832, Richard Gwyn had first
come to Jonesville early in 1820 and opened a general store. A
few years later he moved across the River where the town of Elkin
was to grow. Thomas Lenior Gwyn, youngest child of Richard, was
to make quite a mark on Surry's history. He served in the Second
Brigade of North Carolina Calvalry and was later co-founder of the
Chatham Manufacturing Company.

When Stonemans army came through Elkin, Mr. Richard CGwyn
road out to meet them and offered Gerenal Stoneman and his staff
his home as headquarters. In the course of conversation between
the Gwyns and Stoneman, hesask if they were related to the CGwyns
in Baltimore and he was told they were. Nothing more was said but
Stoneman saved the home and the cotton mill, owned by Richard Guwyn,

although he sent squards to destroy the cotton factory at Turners-
burg.

The house called "Cedar Point" is now owned by an Elkin
attorney , Mike Randleman and his wife Elizabeth. They have made
many repairs and improvements to bring the house back to the
stately looking plantation house it once uas,

8. Chatham Manufacturing Company

The Chatham Manufacturing Company grew from a grist mill
which had been converted into a small wollen mill., The mill housed
machinery which would process raw wool from fleece into cloth, yarn
and blanket material. The mill was started by Thomas Lenior Guyn
and Alexander Chatham in 1878. The mill continued under the name
of Gwyn and Chatham for 12 years when Mr., Guyn's interest was
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acquired by three of the sons of Mr. Chatham., The name of the
plant was then changed to the Chatham Manufacturing Company. Mr.
Chatham served as president of the company until he organized and
became president of Elkin's first bank, the Elkin National Bank.
The woolen mill outgrew its location on Big Elkin creek, so in
1893 a new one story brick plant was built on the Yadkin River
bottom. In 1899 a second story was added to the mill, Business
continued to boom and in 1907 a branch operation was opened in
Winston-Salem., In 1916 a flood nearly washed the company away,
the waters of the Yadkin came within a foot of the second story.
The people of Elkin worked together to salvage the machinery;

damages neared $100,000. In 1917, the plant was rebuilt on higher
and drier land.

From the small woelen mill grew into an industry which
has employed thousands of men and women and is ranked high among
the list of the nation's successful manufacturing enterprises.
It is the nations largest blanket factory, capable of producing
12 million blankets per year.

9, Richard Guwyn Museum

The museum is the first school of Elkin. The school
was built in 1850 by Richard Guwyn to provide a place of education
in Elkin, sochis children would not have to eross the Yadkin River
to attend school in Jonesville., The only means of crossing the
river were ferry and canoe. Although Jonesville was the largest
town this side of Raleigh and was the seat of the famous Van Eaton

Academy, Richard Gwyn preferred his children not have to cross the
Yadkin,

The building served not only as a school, but as Elkin's
first Methodist Church and as a kind of community building where
Episcopal services and an occasional political speech were heard.
In 1896 the Elkin Academy Company was incorporated., There were
later a number of private schools in the area. In 1914 Elkin voted
in a $13,000 bond for a new school building, the Elkin Elementary
school was built., This building was torn down in 1975 to make way
for a new elementary school building,

The Jonathan Hunt Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution made the school building into the quaint and very interest-
ing museum it is today.
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10, York Tavern

The York Tavern was built in 1820's or 30's by Mark
York and it is said that many notables entertained while Rockford
was a bustling community. Andrew Johmson is said to have made
the York Tavern his headquarters as a young lawyer, At that time,
Rockford was a happy hunting ground for lawyers, with legal tran-
sactions being carried out for a territory stretching from
Virginia to Concord, and from Forsyth to the Watauga line.

11. Reeves- Freeman Homestead Site

In Siloam the common dining room or office of the Freeman
family still stands., The house was torn down in « In April
of 1865 General Stonemans raiders were roaming the countryside.

In Siloam Colonel Luffman was recuperating from a severse battle
wound at the home of his friend Major R.E. Reeves. Early one morning
there was a commotion in the yeard of the Reeves home. Colonel
Luffman looked out the window to discover a group of Federals

and one was on his horse, The Yankee on the horse yelled "Surrender
your guns" and the Colonel responded "This is my gun and that is

my horse. Get off or I'll knock you off!" Colonel Luffman fired
and the Yankee fell off the horse dead, A fight began, Major Reeves
and Colonel Luffman decided that if they were to escape being

killed they must flee., So they did to the nearby Yadkin River.

They both hid in the River with only their nostrils out of the
water., Major Reeves under some driftwood and Colonel Luffman under
a rock., The Federalist searched high and low and came very near

the two men but failed to find them., Back at the Reeves home Mrs,
Reeves, mother of major Reeves, was having a hard time. The

Yankees had emptied all the contents on the bureau drawers and set
fire to the contents. As soon as they set fire, Mrs. Reeves would
stamp it out. The Federalist thought there might be some gold

in the house so they told Mrs. Reeves that they would kill her

if she did not tell them where the gold was., Mrs. Reeves said,

"If you do you will deprive me of many days,"

Reluctantly the Federals gave up and assured Mrs. Reeves
that they would not burn the house if she would promise to give
their dead campanion a decent burial. Mrs Reeves promised to do
this and did. The soldiers grave is just north of the place he
was killed, in a pine grove on a hill,
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12, Bean Shoals Canal

Along about 1817 when the United States became interested
in canal building (Erie Canal, Chesapeake & Ohio, etc.) some North
Carolina citizens hepped on the band wagon too. They convinced
the legislature that they could make the Yadkin River navigable
from Wilkesboro to the South Carolina Line. To pursue this poss-
ibility they employed a John Hixon and a Hiram Jennings to survey
the river. Hixon and Jennings came up with the conclusion that
they could make a usable course "at a price of only $57,330 were
it not for one formidable four-mile stretch of river commonly
known as Bean Shoals."

The Bean Shoals they could get around by building a dam,
three locks, and a canal three miles long. This they could do for
$30,200. So the Yadkin Navigation Company was formed, farmers and
businessmen bought stock, and work was begun. Jennings, between
1820 and 1825 began to build his canal. To hold the walls, he had
to build "a rock wall of solid masonry fifteen feet high, along a
line of more than twelve hundred feet."

To make a long story shert, an "expert" was called in
who proposed another plan, the projsct cost more than was anticipated;
and, after more than $38,000 had been spent and the company was
going' broke the project was abandoned just short of the canal's
completion-~around 1825,

So these are the canal walls you will see along the river.
There are four sections of them.

You will not see the canal because the railroad company
decided to lay its tracks along an easy course, the canal bed. So

when you are walking the railroad tracks you are walking the canal
bed,

Bean Shoals, itself, was known as early as 1780 when land
along its banks was granted to a David Gordon and a James Brown.
How the shoals came to be called Bean we do not know at this paint.
Maybe a man named Bean first owned the land. The community of

Shoals probably got its name from Bean Shoals. The state of North
Carolina has made it into a state park.
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13, The Pilot Mountain

The Indians called the mountain Jo-me-o-kee which meant
"Great CGuide" from which came the free translation Pilot Mountain.
Tales have been told of its ancient use as a ceremonial place by
the Indians. Its Indian name seems to reinforce the legend that
it served as a guiding landmark for migrating tribes, It is said
that Daniel Boone also used it as a landmark to guide his path.
Pilot Mountain was mapped in 1751 by Joshua Fry and Peter Jefferson,
father of Thomas Jefferson. The original owner of the Pilot Mount-
ain is know to be Andre Mathieu, who came to America with the
French troops under Rochambeau and was wounded in action at the
Battle of Yorktewn in 1781, He was 31 at the time, He became an
American citizen and lived as a businessman in New York City. He
lived in New York City until shortly after 1803 when his wife and
son died of yellow fever, He and his daughter moved to the Pilot
Mountain area of Surry County, purchasing 7,000 acres of land near
and including the Pilot Mountain. The mountain was passed down
through his family to the Spoon family. Until it was offered for
sale in and bought by J.W. Beasley of Pilot Mountain., The
mountain road to the little pinnacle area was then paved and many
improvements made. The Pilot Mountain was sold by Mr., Beasley's
widow in to become a state park so that the mountain can

remain in its natural form for the enjoyment of travelers and local
people.

14, Johnny Jones Plantation and the Giant Boxwood

Johnny Jones came to Surry County from Patrick County,
Virginia in the early ninteenth century. 0On October 10, 1828
he bought 340 acres of land near the Ararat community. He built
a log house and planted a boxwood to adorn the yard, This was
just about the time the Baptist of the area were splitting into
two groups the Primitive Baptists and the Missionary Baptist.
The Primitive Baptist believed it was wrong to train its preachers,
to send missionaries to other areas, and to have music in the church,
Johnny Jones headed this group. The Missionary Baptist who wanted
missionaries, music and trained preachers were headsd by Denson
Poindester, This group later dropped the "Missionary" and were
simply know as Baptist,

As the Baptist congregation grew so did the boxwood and

it was still growing when Jobnny Jones died and left his home to
his daughter, a Mrs. Williams,

The house and the boxwood survived through two more
changes in land owners and until the land was purchased by A.J.
Taylor,a surveyor, teacher, and farmer from the Westfield area
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and his wife Virginia Elizabeth Stone of Pilot Mountain. The
boxwood was ailing from neglect and one of the first things

Mrs, Taylor did was to start nursing the boxwood., In 1891 the
boxwood began to look better and has continued to grow until
this day. The home place is now owned by Mr. Taylor's son W.

S. Taylor. 1In 1951 Mr, Taylor was asked to donate the 12 feet
tall, 75 feet in circumference, and 22-25 feet in diameter boxwood
to be the centerpiece in the White House boxwood garden. He
replied to the four men who were overseeing the landscaping "We
want it remain in this region, where its history is know and
where it will perhaps be more keenly appreciated than would be
the case should it be transferred to Washington." He also added
that "A majority of the descendants of Johnny Jones, who planted
the boxwood about 1840, and likewise, most of the decendants and
relatives of my mother, who nurtured the shrub from 1890 to 1942,
live in northwest North Carolina.,"

The boxwood and the log cabin still stand as reminders
of earlier days in Surry County.

15. The Allison Tree

On August 20, 1892 Tom Allison, of Iredell Co. employed
by a tobacco warehouse company of Mt, Airy, shot and killed a very
prominent citizen of Mt. Airy, W.H. Brown, shipping clerk for Messrs.
Forkner, Oliver, and Co., tobacco manufacturers. Allison had for
sometime been boasting of his superiority as a marksman. He had
been very bitter toward W.H. Brown, the reason is not exactly
known, Allison had told Brown he could beat him in a foot race
and wanted to make a bet of $2.50 on it and challenged him to meet
him at the livery stable on Saturday afternoon. Brown did not go.
Allison met Brown on the street later, Allison claimed that Brouwn
was not a man of his word and they passed some sharp languags.
They were walking along when Allison cursed Brown, Brown resenting
it with his fist, Allison hit Brown with his cane, when Brouwn
caught the cane Allison pulled out a pistol and shot twice with
deliberate aim, Brown was dead., Allison ran but was caught by
Brown was a kind and well intending gentleman
who had come to Mt., Airy from western Virginia, but was from Georgia
originally. Though among strangers he died among friends.

Allison was arrested and placed in the Dobson Jail. On
a cool starry night in September a small negro boy was playing
when he saw a great crowd of men on horses coming up the road
toward Dobson, The men had tied sacks around the horses feet so
they would make no noise., This group of men went to the Dobson
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jail pretending to have a prisoner. Some stood guard outside

and others entered the jail demanding the key to Allison's cell.
Jailer Reid refused to give it to them so they searched until

they found it. They took Allison and were gone within minutes.
The jailer rang the courthouse bell to no avail. After some
search the body of Allison was found swinging to an oak trese.

From that time forward the tree became know as the "Hangman's Oak"
or the "Allison Tree". The rotten tree was cut down in 1958 but
the stump is still visible in a road bed next to the Allison Tree
Gulf Station about 1% miles northeast of Dobson on old #601.

16, Siamese Twins Homesites

The Siamese Twins came to the United States from Siam
with an American seaman, Captain Coffin., They arrived in Boston,
August 16, 1829 after a four and one half month passage. The
twins went on exhibition tours in New York, Boston, and Philadel-
phia and then to London where a great number of medical and scien-
tific men were invited to examine the twins., The twins, Eng and
Chang, then stayed in London seven months on tour, then returning
to New York. The twins knew they had not been treated fairly
regarding money taken in, so they decided to end their employment
by Captain Coffin. They had studied to learn reading, writing,
and arithmetic so they managed very well on their own. They toured
for some time on their own and later with many exhibitions., The
Siamese Twins took the name Bunker in 1840 after some dear friends
in New York City. The twins enjoyed hunting and fishing so when
invited to spend some leisure time in Wilkes County, North Carolina
they graciously accepted., During the course of their visit they
met the Yates sisters, Miss Sally Ann and Miss Adeliade. In due
time these sisters became the brides of Eng and Chang, respectively.
They made their home in Wilkes County but as their families grew
they realized they needed more fertile land in order to provide
adequately., At this time Eng and Chang heard of a farm for sale
on Stuarts Creek near the village of Mount Airy., They investigated
and decided to move their families to Surry County. Both families
lived together until they outgrew their house. At that time Chang
bought a house in the village of Mt, Airy. Adelaide and her children
moved thera. Chang and Eng divided their time equally between the
village and the farm homes. Because of their large families Chang
and Eng thought they should go on tour to secure some more money
so that they could dducate their children. So many of the children
were of school age that Mrs, Sally moved to the village near Mrs,
Adelaide. Later the families returned to the adjoining farms of
Chang and Eng. =The brothers agreed-three day would be spent at:
Changs' and three at, K Engs', this schedule was not broken even in
the case of sickness, marriage or death.
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The twins had a reputation of being sharp businessmen,
rigidly punctual, conscientiously honest, kind hearted, and sincere.

While returning from an exhibition to Europe in 1870
Chang became ill and remained in poor health until his death and
consequently the death of Eng in 1874, The twins died at home
after traveling thousands of miles during their lifetimes. They
were buried in the White Plains Church Cemetery.

17 The Granite Quarry

In 1872 John Gilmer inspected his new farm near Mount
Airy, he found in his holding was a 50 acre, dome shaped hill=-
side of granite, The "Flat Rock" at this time was considered
worthless and deducted from the purchase price,

In 1888 the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley railway extended
its line into Mount Airy. An Englishman named Thomas Woodruffe
had been contracted to build the railroad stations along the line
from Greensboro to Mount Airy. He was in the process of searching
for building materials when he found the stone on John Gilmer's
farm. He was impeessed by the fine textured, evenly colored stone.
He proceeded to purchase the Flat Rock from Gilmer for a price of
$5,000, in 1889 he began quarrying., Mr. Woodruffe's start was
slow because Mount Airy was so far from major markets. In 1904
the North Carolina Granite Corporation was formed. J.D. Sargeant,
a native of Vermont came to Mount Airy as a stone cutter and shortly
afterward took over management of the North Carolina Granite Corpor-
ation. The once thought worthless rock dome on John Gilmer's farm
has grown into the world's largest open face Granite Quarry.

18. White Sulphur Springs

Mount Airy was famous for its sulphur spring as a resort
before it became a commercial and manufacturing center. White
Sulphur Springs appealed to many groups of people. It was know
for its spring water with medicinal qualities. White Sulphur
Springs was an outstanding resort of its day with an enormous,
first class hotel surrounded by a spacious eight acre yard, shaded
by stately trees; there were hammocks, tennis courts, and croquet
grounds for recreation. The hotel served delicious meals prepared
and served in the old fashioned Southern style. The over all
revitalizing atmosphere made the resort a haven for the work weary
visitor, as well as those in poor health., The resort remained a
center of activity for more than half a century losing its patrons
to the lure of automobile travel and the newly paved roads of the

twentieth century, and also to the discovery of more sophisticated
medical practices.,
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Rockford - Town of., County seat of Surry County from 1789 to 1850.

Andrew Jackson practiced law here.

James K., Polk visited kinsman
W, P, Dobson; both Aaron Burr and Andrew Johnson said to have been

visitors.

Hamlin -~ Burrus Holyfield House - Antebellum house built by John

Hamlin about 1840, % mile west side above courthouse.

Burrus House - Antebellum 1856,

ork ern - 0ld Tavern probably built in 1830's or before by Mark

York, Many notables of the day entertained here,

Masgnic Hall - Oldest Masonic Lodge in northwest North Carolina.
Orgainzed in 1795 in Huntsville and moved to Rockford and chartered

in 1797. Two storied part original part.

Rockford Courthouse - Built 1825.
Badly damaged by fire in 1925,

Replaced earlier wooden structure,
Now used as private dwelling. Used

as courthouse until 1853 when courthouse was built at Dobson.

Grant - Burrus Hotel - Rueben Grant received license in 1796 to operate

a tavern at his home. Had heyday in late 1800's and early 1900's
at height of railroad activity.
added later,

Nov. 18, 1974,

Then operated by Burrus., Back part

Andrew Jackson reputedly stayed here. Damaged by fire

0ld Building - Said to have been a tobacco factory. Long one storied

building of southeast side toward bridge probably ocldest building
in Rockford,

John Dobson Home.

One mile east of Rockford on #2230, west side.

Just across from Dobson Hill., Antebellum home built 1856. 0ld law

office in yard.,
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Dobson Hill One mile east of Rockford on #2230. Remains of home
of William Polk Dobson, for whom county seat of Dobson was named.
On hill overlooking river formerly Richard Horn Plantation where

court was held in out building around 1789-1791., Dobson graveyard
surrounded by slave-built wall to north. Just back of house on

north long log building said to have been originally used as lauw
offices and then as domitories for students of Richmond Hill Law

School scross river.

Rocky Ford Just below "White Bridge" between picnic site and town,
Vehicles forded the river just about the ripple in water which
inspired famous newspaper name, "Yadkin Ripple". Gave Rockford its

name,

Ferry Site 1795 permission given to Moses Ayers for ferry., Just

east on river side of picnic site.
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~“TO: All Bicentennial

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED
POST OFFICE BOX 1776
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017

TELEPHONE: 386-8623

May 25, 1976

Memos

Commission Mimbers,

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has besn cancelled. A

memo concerhing the next meeting will be sent later.

M.B. Please consider thes following proposal and return your
answar by the enclosed self-addressed envelope at your
earliest convenience.: The Yadkin Valley Economic Dsvalopment
Commission will provids vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour., They also provide drivez and insurance; howaver,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours havs runmed on the average of 150 miles. Therefore,
This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

we will charge $53.00 a2 psrson to take tha tour,

go above 33.00 so that wa encourage as many people to go

on these tour as is possible. -With your permission, we

want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours.

Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

Yes 1/: I am for the supplement.

No, I a2m agginst the supplament.
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May 25, 1976

iMemos:

A
T0: All Bicentennial Commission Mambers.

From: E. Spanski.
Re: -The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerfing the next meeting will be sent later,

N.B. Please considar the following proposal and return your
answer by the enclosed self-addressed envelope at your
earliest convenience.,: The Yadkin VYalley Economic Dasvelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic
sites tour. They also provide drivez and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours hava runned on the average of 150 miles, Therefore,
we will charge $3,00 -a person to take the tour. This will
pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

go above $3.00.s0 that we encourage as many people to go

on these tour-as is possible. With your permission, we

want to supplement the approximate 257% of the cost of thase

tours, Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

Yes 1 am for the supplement.

Mo, I am acginst the supplement.
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May 25, 1976

[temo

TG: All Bicentennial Commission Mimbers,

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has besen cancelled. A

memo concerfning the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B., Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the snclosed self-addressed envelope at your
garliest convenience.: The Yadkin Valley Economic Dsvelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponscred historic

sites tour. They also provide drivezr and insurance; howsver,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles, - Therefore,
we will charge 53.00 a person to take the tour. This will
pay about 757 of our cost, bui it may bs advisable not to
go above $3.00 so that ua encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible., With your permissipn, we
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours., Below indicate yss or no on this proposal. Thank you,

o

_ I am for the supplement.

Mo, I am agginst the supplamsnt.
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May 25, 1976

Memos

A
TO0: All Bicentennial Commission Maembers,

Frems: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has bsen cancelled. A

memo conceroing the next meeting will be -sent later.

N.,B. Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the enclosed szlf-addressed snvelope at your
earliest convenience,: The Yadkin Valley Economic Davalopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour. They also provide driver and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must chargs 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles., Therefore,
This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

we will charge $3.00 2 psrson to take the tour.

go above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible, With your permission, we

want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours., Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.
Yes. I am for the supplement.
Na,’ I am acginst.ine supplement.
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May 25, 1976

Memos

A
T0: All Bicentennial Commission Ms3mbars,.

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has besen cancelled. A

memo concerfing the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B. Please consider the following proposal and return your

answer by the snclosed szlf-addressed envelope at your

ry

garliest convenience,: The Yadkin Valley Ecocnomic Dsvelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour. They also provide driverz and insurance; houwsver,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles. Therefore,
This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may bes advisable not to

we will charge $3,.00 a parson to take tha tour.

go above 33.00 so that ws encourage as many geople to go
on these tour as is possible. -With your permission, uwe
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours. Below indicate yes or no on this proposzl. Thank you.

-1 am for the

No. L”//;/;;/;;ainst

supplement.

the supplement,
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May 25, 1976

Memo:

A
TC: All Bicentennial Commission Miambers.

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled, A

memo concerfing the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B. Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the enclosed self-addressed envslope at your
sarliest convenience.: The Yadkin VYalley Economic Davelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour. They also provide drivez and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles. Tharefore,
we will charge $3.00 a person to take the tour. This will
pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to
go above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible. With your permission, ws
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of thasse

tours. Bselow indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

Yes ._4/{ I am for the supplement.

Mo, I am acginst the supplsment.
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May 25, 1976

Memo

DX

TO: All Bicentennial Commission Moambers,

From: E., Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerping the next meeting will be sent later,

M.B. Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the enclosed self-addressed envelope at your
garliest convenience.: The Yadkin Valley Economic Davzlopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour, They also provide drivez and insurance; houwever,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles. Therefore,
we will charge $3.00 a person to take ths tour. This will
pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to
go above 33.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible. -With your permission, uwe
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours. Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

{;&__ I am for the supplement.

ot
= 3
(o)
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o, I am agginst { supplement.
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ftemo

u

A
: All Bicentennial Commission Moembers.

(s

m

From: E. Spanski.

e

Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerbing the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B. Pleasas consider the following proposal and return your
answsr by the enclosed self-addresssad envelope at your
earliest conveniesnce.: Tha Yadkin Valley Economic Devalopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour. They also provide drivez and insurance; howaver,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles, Therefore,
This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

we will charge 33.00 a person to take the tour.

go above 33.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible. With your permission, we

2 o
wvant to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours, Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

Yes Efi/;/am for the supplement.

Na. 1 am agginst the supplement.



COMMISSION
J. DALE SIMMONS
PRESIDENT

VERONA CRANOR
C. FRANK COMER
MIKE FORREST

W. FRANKLIN BADGETT

DIANNA FORREST

KATHLEEN GILLELAND

RUTH MINICK
GLENN ROBERTSON
STEVE TAYLOR

L. H. JONES
CLAUDE ELRIDGE
MIKE RANDLEMAN
JOYCE INGRAM-
WILLIAM S. HIATT
JACK PALMER
VINCENT LELLA
VIVIAN LOWE
CARROLL GARDNER
CHARLES FLETCHER
BUD CAMERON
DOUG COOK

GENE EVERETT
BEULAH M. PERKINS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

EDWARD SPANSKI, JR.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
A. H. MERRITT
CHAIRMAN
GASTON BRINKLEY
ROXIE ROTH
CLAYBERN TAYLOR
HARRY FOLGER

. COUNTY MANAGER
STEVEN McKEAVER

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED
POST OFFICE BOX 1776
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017
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lMay 25, 1976

Memo:

il
TC: All Bicentennial Commission Masmbers.

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerbing the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B., Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the enclcsed self-addressed envelope at your

earliest convenience,: Thea Yadkin VYalley Economic Dsvelopment

. Commission wi avide s.for © 5 or istori
Commission 11 provide vans for our sponsored hist =

sites tour., They a2lso provide driver and insurance; howsver,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have rumned on the average of 150 miles., Therefore,
we will charge $3.00 a person to take the tour. This will
pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to
go above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible. With your permission, uwe

want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these
tours. Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

P

Yes | I am for the supplement.

Na. I am acginst the supplemsnt.
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May 25, 1976

Memo

A
T0: All Bicentennial Commission Mi3mbers,

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerbing the next meeting will be sent lataer,

M.B. Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the snclosed sealf-addressed envelope at your
earliest convenience.: The Yadkin Valley Economic Davelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponscred historic

sites tour, They also provide drivez and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on

the average of 150 miles. Therefore,

we will charge 33.00 a person to take the tour. This will

ﬁay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to
go

on

above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
these tour as is possible. With your permission, uwe
want to supplement tha approximate 25§ of the cost of these

Below indicate

X_ I am for the

I am agginst

tours, yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

supplement.

the supplement.
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TELEPHONE: 386-8623

May 25, 1976

Memo:

A
TO: All Bicentennial Commission Pambers.

From: E. Spanski,

Re: The mesting called for lMay 27 has besen cancelled. A

memo concerping the next meeting will be sent later.

M.B. Pleasz consider the following proposal and return your
ansuer by the enclosed sslf-addressed envslope at your
earliest convenience.: The Yadkin Valley Economic Davelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour. They alsoc provide drivez and insurance; however,
to defray thsir costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on

the average of 150 miles. - Therefore,

we will charge 33,00 a persocn to take the tour. This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to
go above 33.0C so that we encourage as many people to go

on these tour as is possible. With your permission, uwe
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours., Below indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

Yes V// I

I am for the supplement.

Na, I 2m acgginst the supplsment.
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May 25, 1976

Memos

i
TC: All Bicentennizl Commission Mismbers.

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerning the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B. Please consider the following proposal and raturn your
answer by the enclosed self-addressed envelope at your

earliest ceonvenience,: The Yadkin Valley Economic Dsvalopment

O

ommission will provide vans for our sponscored historic
sites tour, They also provide drivez .and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles, Therefore,
we will charge 33,00 a psrson to take the tour. This will
. —_—

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to
go above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go
on these tour as is possible. With your permission, we
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours. BelJow indicate yes or no on this proposzl. Thank you.

Yes  _ I am for the supplement.

Mo, I a2m agginst the supplemsnt.
o PP
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SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED
POST OFFICE BOX 1776
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017

TELEPHONE: 386-8623

May 25, 1976

Mamo:

il
T0: All Bicentenniel Commission Miambers,

From: E. Spanski.
Re: The meeting called for May 27 has been cancelled, A

memo concerpfing the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B; Please consider the following proposal and return your
answer by the enclosed sslf-addressed envelope at yocur
earliest convenience.: Tha Yadkin Valley Economic Davelopment
Commission will provide vans for . our sponsored historic

sites tour. They also provide drivez and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runned on the average of 150 miles. - Therefore,

we will charge 33,00 a person to take the tour. This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

.go above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go

on these tour as is possible.,  With your permission, we
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours., Below indicate yes or no on this proposzal. Thank you.

Yes _,L"'.‘._ I am for the supplement.

No. I 2m acginst the supplsment,

/
v/
/

-
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- SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED
POST OFFICE BOX 1776
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TELEPHONE: 386-8623

May 25, 1976

Memos

A
TC: All Bicentennial Commission Mambers.

From: -E. Spanski,
Re: The mesting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerfing the next meeting will be sent later.

N.B. Please consider the following proposal and return your
answar by the enclosed sslf-addressed snvelopse at your
earliest convenience.: The Yadkin Vallsy Eccnomic Dsvelopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic
sites tour., They also provide drivez and insurance; however,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours hava runned on the average of 150 miles, Tharefore,
we will charge $3.00 a person to take the tour. This will
pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

go above $3.00 so that we encourage as many people to go

on these tour as is possible., With your permission, we

want to supplement the approximate 257% of the cost of thess

tours., Belouw indicate yes or no on this proposal. Thank you,

Yes L///’I am for the supplement.

No. I am acginst the supplement.

——

Foddo. periley
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May 25, 1976

"
TC: All Bicentennial Commission Mimbers.

From: E. Spanski,
Re: The meeting called for May 27 has been cancelled. A

memo concerfing the next meeting will be sent later,

\.B. Plzase considar the following proposal and rsturn your

answer by the snclosed sslf-addressed envelope at your
garliest convenience.: The Yadkin Vallsey Economic Dsvalopment
Commission will provide vans for our sponsored historic

sites tour, They also provide drivez and insurance; houwsver,
to defray their costs they must charge 20¢ a mile and the
tours have runnad on the average of 150 miles. Therefore,
This will

pay about 75% of our cost, but it may be advisable not to

we will charge 33,00 a person to take the tour.

go above 33.00.s0 that we encourage as many people to go
on thsse tour as is possible., With your permission, wa
want to supplement the approximate 25% of the cost of these

tours., Below indicates yes or no on this proposal. Thank you.

Yes _Jk(i I am for the supplement,

No. I am acginst the supplsment.




Pe 6.

Sketch of history of the county continuedd

In 1729, the king of England kerxx reclaimed all
the grants to the Lord Proprietators esemxx ms except that of the
Granville grant of which eventually Surry County was formed. The
Granville heirs held the land until 1777 when it was taken from them
by tg%rﬁgrth Carolina assemkXyx. general assembly under the new
constitution enacted by the Fifth Provinical Congress in 1776.

The name of the county, Surry, was either named
after the Earl of Surrey (Surrey is the original spelling), a sympathizer
of the colonists on taxation without representation. or ¢ it could
have been named for Lord Tyron's (colonial governmor) who was born
in Surrey, England. The county itself was created in December of X¥Réxxx
1770 and officially approved by the legislature in j January of 1771.
At that time, Surry contained mwaxx all of what is now Forsyth, Stokes,
¥akikmxxx and Yadkin counties, The first county seat was a the home
of Bex Gideon WrxkighxxWhxx Wright in What is now Forsyth county; the
secon was at 0ld Richmond; and the tig== third was the town of Rockford
in 1789 formed when Stokes (containing also Forsyth) was separated from
Surry. The fourth and present county seat is Dobson formed @rom the
land of William Polk Dobson after whom the county seat is named.
(Note: most county seats €reated in the 18th and 19th century were

generally chosen=because they were in the geographical center of the county.

The life style of the early $ettler was determined
by their need to be self sufficient. One of the principal occupations
was farming espetialy the raising ke of courn, wheat, oats, and rye.
There were RumaExxxx numerous grist mills along streans. There were
also Tannneries, sawmills, Forges which used lmzeakx locally mined
ore,

The religion of the early settlers wwxx was mainly
Protestant., Baptist were kxax teaching in 1760's., The first formally
organized Chudch was by kkelx the Moravina at Westfield in 1772, The
Methodist came later in the early 1800's, The first permanent settlers
came in the 1740's and by the 1750's there appeared substaniial settlements
especially in the Hollows, Most of the settlers were of gmx English,

SehakxxxSRakRRxxx Scotch-Irish and German stock.
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