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Bicente11nial of Westfield Frie11ds 



Bicentennial of Westfield Friends 

History of \\' c:st field Friends Monthl y Me eting 

Westfield Monthly \ket ing of Friends is the oldes t church in 
the general area of the sta te 11ext to the Moravians of Old Salem. The 
meetin g was established as an off-spring of the historic New Garden 
Monthl y Meeting at Gu ilford College in 1772. Since it was located 
west of Guilford Colkge. 1r was referred to as '"The Weste rn Field" and 
thu s ca me the name of Westfield. Before that it was called .. T oms 
Creek.'' 

The Westfield Fri end<; wo uld send represe ntatives all the way to 
:\ew Garden seve nt y miles eve ry month. the Weste rn Quarter ly 
Vl ee tin g reco rds show th1:--.. Travel between Guilford an d Wes tfi eld 1n 
1770 was through a gctp i11 the Sauratow11 Mountai11 range. which to 
th is clay bears the name Qua~cr Gap. 



The meetings first clerk was Boatwater Sumner. Westfield Friends 
has always realized the need of good schools. The meeting conducted 
one of the first schools in this part of the country. The meeting provided 
the teachers before public schools were known in this area. The school 
committee in 1872 included Sandy Cooke, William Henry Pell and 
Benjamin F. Davis. Among the teachers was Ellen Minthorne of West 
Branch Iowa, sister of President Herbert Hoover's mother, who later 
married Merlin Marshall of White Plains. 

According to the records found in the superintendent's office of 
Surry County Schools, all the people who received their education at 
Westfield and entered the teaching profession made the highest grades 
on the teachers examination, which was given to ascertain the kind 
of certificate to be issued. 

Some 36 families moved Westward during the period of the great 
migration and the monthly meeting was discontinued in 1832 until 
1868. One Sunday 4 daughters of Joseph Jackson were married and all 
loaded up their buggies and left for Indiana never to return. Records 
of the meeting at New Garden show that many of the Carsons, Jessups, 
Pells and Cookes were in this Quaker migration (Luther N. Byrd) . 

The oldest record of a marriage certificate is Jacob Jackson and 
Ann Beals recorded in 1774 with 37 names listed as witnesses. This 
couple left for Ohio. One of their ancestors Albert Jackson of Whitliner 
Calif. sent this to our church. This family is still Quaker. 

The first meeting house and school were located across the road 
where the cemetery is now. Later a building was placed where we have 
the boxwood and planter. We call this our memorial to Lewis 
McFarland who was our beloved pastor in the thirties and forties. Mr. 
George E. Edwards and his brother Dr. Edwards placed our granite 
marker on the meeting house grounds telling of our church history in 
memory of their mothers farpily the Davis' who lived here and were 
Quakers. 



IJah mson was a leader in this bringing in cultivated ruit and such 
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_::~g~ra;s~s~s~e~e~d~a~s~T~im~o~th~y~,=a~n~d~E~n~g~l~is~h~m~il~le~t~·--=====================~ , ,.rl' 1~ ,vi. 

Hannah Jessup a Quaker Missionary from England brought the 6JV . 
first alfalfa seed to this country. They first grew down near the old ~1 _ 

spring that is called George Fox Spring. -..rvq~ 

The present pastor is Wayne Johnson who took Hershel Hills 
pastorate when Hershel was appointed Executive Secretary of the N. C. 
Yearly Meeting of Friends. 

This is just a small amount of history about our meeting. We are 
greatly indebted to the past saints who labored so hard in God's work 
here at Westfield. As we start on the third century may we with all 
Christian love and fellowship look to God for help and guidance in 
everything we do as we labor in His vineyard. 

Raynor Pell Wilson 



Elders who have served our meeting in the past who are still living. 

Rebecca Collins (our oldest living member) 

W. R. Pell (Roy) 
Robert Gammons 
Isom Owens 
Harvey Hunter 
Carl Inman 
James Tandy Pell, Sr. (J. T.) 

Woodrow Smith 
Jennie Simmons 
Claudia Lynch 
Don Fulk 
Frankie Cooke Fulk 

Clerks of the meeting of this century who are still Friends: 

John Chilton - deceased 
Amanda Cooke Pell - deceased 
Bertie Dix Carroll - deceased 
J. Wesley Pell - deceased 
Nannie Inman Johnson 

Claudia Jessup Lynch - Present Clerk 

Annie Marshall 
Raynor Pell Wilson 
Elizabeth Johnson Smith 
Jennie Collins Simmons 
Judy Vaughn Johnson 



Presiding Clerk 
Recording Clerk 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Elders 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

1972-1973 

Claudia Lynch 
Janie Moss 

Eula Mae Vaughn 
Sam Lynch 

Raynor Wilso n 
Jennie Simmons 

Mal be rt John so n 
Sam Lynch 

Radford Hiatt 
Elmer Collins 

Nannie Jo hnson 



Trustees 

Finance Committee 

Cemetery Committee 

Plot Man 
Assistant 
Nominating Committee 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS 

1972-1973 

Sam Lynch 
Carl Inman 

Erastus Vaughn 
Radford Hiatt 

Don Fulk 
Don Moss 

Carl Inman 
Sue Hiatt 

Frankie Fulk 
Robert Gammons 
Josephine Collins 

Vadie Hall 
Erastus Vaughn 
Raynor Wilson 

Elizabeth Smith 
Isom Owens 

Elmer Collins 
Judy Johnson 

Don Fulk 
Nannie Johnson 

Lucy Jessup 
Woodrow Smith 

Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donald Fulk 
Assistant ... . . . .. ..... . .. ...... ... . ........ .. . . Carl Inman 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Denise Smith 
Assistant ........ . ... .. . ......... . . ......... .. . Joy Collins 
Adult Class Teacher ... . . . . .. . . .. .. . . .... . . . . . Judy Johnson 
Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Raynor Wilson 
Young Adult Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Moss 
Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Radford Hia,tt 
Young Peoples Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janie Moss 
Assistant . . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frankie Fulk 
Junior Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claudia Lynch 
Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lucille Jessup 
Beginner's Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Smith 
Assistant .. .. .. . . . .... ... .. .. . . .... ..... ..... Pam Hundley 



STANDING COMMITTEES 

Christian Education ..... .. . . ...... ... Frankie Fulk (Chairman) 
Eula Mae Vaughn, Sue Hiatt. Rachel Jessup, 

Elizabeth Smith 

Public Morals .... ..... ... ... .. .. ..... .. . . .... Gary Leftwich 
Stewardship . . . . . . . . ... .. .... . ... .... . . . ........ Sue Hiatt 
Peace ............. . .. ..... .. . . ... ...... .. .. .. Lucy Jessup 
Literature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Smith 
Yo ung Friends .. .................... Den ise Smith. Sandy Hi at t 
Mi ss ions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claudia Lynch 

Evangelism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donald Fulk 





' . 
(.i!.'videntl.y 1·r0m a newspaper articl.e) 

CHlJilCP. MOVES I': N" N HOUSC NOXT SONLJ.\Y l 
:.1estfield, f'farch rn, 1939 

The historic old West1"ield ~riends Church, rne of the oldest SFats nf reli~ious 
worshir. in -=>urry vounty, will be the scene nf ;:n intere ~tinr; pro~r ?m 0n :::iunday, 
i•':irch 2b, when the members of the church, with the he l p 0f l"riends .Leaders rrom ;ill 
ov~r the st ::ite, wi 11 formal.ly dedicate the hanjsome church buildin~ that has recently 
been built. 

The .·/estrield church dates back to itevolutionary ·1ar da.ys, the l·;estfield meet,ing 
having: f'irst been set up U{lder the c;;;re 01· the New •Jarden Meeting abcut lifO, and the 
~cati0n of the rebuilt church the 1·ourth :::iunday in M.::i.rch marks another milest,one 

in the '°. lmost two centuries of dencminatirnal gro'-th cind. service in this ccrmnuni ty. 
fhe - 1ans 01· the dedication services have been map;·ed cut an::l. announced by 

rtev. Lewis M. Jvlc.t"ar land, oastor 0f the church, who stated that the ciedicatory exercises 
will b~ held as a feature of an all-day progr'lrn. 

!\ n ~mber of nutstanding leaders i:i the l"riends Church will be present and take 
part in the c:rogram, among them Ur. Glyde A. i•liJ..ner, pres ·: ident of ·.ruilford vollege, 
l".urray G. Johnson, general secretary of the Nort,h Garo.Lina yearly meeting; and i.tEv. 
Joseph Peele, well known rrinister of •juiltiofd Col.lege. 

All Day Heetmg 
The ~fall-day meeting 11 ''111 ~et unaerway at, 11 0 I clock with the devoticnals' 

ai'ter •·1nich ;m interesting historical account of ·•est1ie.ld .Friends Ghurch w"'ill be 
",iven by ie. Josec-h f'eeJ..e, -..iv- is especially fitted for the role, -Jue to the fact that 
his father, -tev. Albert .P~ele, w-:is very act,ive in re-establishing the meetini:; here 
ai'ter the close of the Civil '1°'ar. 

There will bP. dinner f"erved picnic style en the !:!rounds at, the noon hour ! 
followed in the afternorm by an educational c;athering. 

TnP. rrincioal qddress in the ai·ternoon meetin~ ".rill bf' ae.LJ. v~reu oy vx·.t:~uner 
.:.i.na ir1 c0nn1?c'L1on w{ "n t,!"'.1S eaucac,ional. prc1<ram t.ue schoo.L work or tne r·riends UD -
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