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His Name is Porter. 

The Wilkesboro Chronicle of last week says:--Quite an excitement was raised in town 
Monday over the arrest of a man on the suspicion of being Miller's murderer. He came 
into town and from his appearance excited suspicion. He soon caught on and attempted 
to shift out of town by a back street. But his movements were discovered and after a 
lively race Policeman Lewis captured him and lodged him in jail. 

He gave his name as Porter, and has been identified as Will Porter, his mother being 
Roberts, who lives some four or five miles from Wilkesboro. His father he says lives 
about 15 miles from Marion, Va. He has been gone for several years. Upon his arrest he 
was identified by Ed. Hackett and others from Mt. Airy as the fellow recently jailed there 
on suspicion of being Miller's murderer. 

The evidence not being sufficient, he was let loose at Mt. Airy and a couple of hours 
later a telegram was received saying that he was wanted at Marion, Va., for stealing a 
horse. 

(Wilkesboro Chronical - May 12, 1892) 

Submitted by Diane Niston, typed by Wilma Hiatt 

************************************************************************ 
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One Porter Family 
by: Bill Porter 

P.O. Box 1901 
Coeburn1 VA 24230 

Phone: 540-395-6288 
I 

I 

The atta:ta:I pares covers research that 
I have cme m old j)seph Porter of · 
Wilkes C001ty1 IC; his sm Fraicis an 
his grcrr1sm1 Willian D. Porter. 

Frcn:is care to Russell Ccl.11tv1 VA 
in the 1820s an a sister1 Mary that 
rTErried Willian j)hnsm also care to 
Russell Coon~ 

My gr ather Harvey Porter1 is 
a great-gr of Frcn:is. His wi fe1 
Mary Isabelle cartv1 is a great grCl'"K1-
dadlter of Mary. lhis nB<es the 
rescermits of Harvey aK1 "flol lie" as ste _ 
was kJU'l"b twice a Porter. 

Since I have COJt>iled this info1 I 
have learned that Willian's first wife 
was a t'filE. Yoo will oote the c:hcrres 
or correctims that I have rra:E. Its 
oossible that she was a sister to ltDrns 
reaE that rTErried ElizciJeth Porter. I 
cb mt krlM their pcrents at this tirre. 

I tQJe to cmpile a l:xrt in the rear 
future. 

ADDENDUM: THE REYNOLDS CONNECTION 

IS A PRIVATE PUBLICATION 
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OLD JOSEPH PORTER 

of Wilkes County, NC 

QUICK REFERENCE 

Born before 1740 

Mitchell Statement 

Morvian land 1768 

Poll tax records 
No polls in 1797 

Age 60, ca 1797 

Sarah Reynolds 

~Norfolk County, VA 

Bladen County, NC 

Wilkes Co. in 1778 

Was Surrey County 

Land grant in 1n9 

Wilkes Co. Militia 

Revolutionary War 

Constable 

Will proven 1820 

Died 1820, over 80 

*Porters were living 

Old Joseph Porter of Wilkes County, North 
Carolina was born before 1740. In a Morvian 
land suit recorded in .Wilkes County, William 
Mitchell stated, •From 1768 until the 
Revolutionary War I was acquainted with 
people who settled on the H.orvian land. I 
saw people at the home of Joseph Porter in 
1768. Porter lived over the river where 
Chapman Gordon lately lived • 

Another fact in that day the head of 
household was exempt from paying a poll tax 
upon reaching the age of 60. In iUlkes 

- County, old Joseph was taxed for polls until 
1797 when records show that no polls were 
listed. This being the case, old Joseph was 
born about 1737. Where?? 

Joseph Porter married Sarah Reynolds. 
Sarah was born about 1745 to John Reynolds 
and Sarah Rebecca Jenkins. John Reynolds 
was ·born about 1710 in Norfolk County, 
Virginia and came to the western regions of 
North Carolina when that area was known as 
Bladen County. - ; , .., 

·.r 

Joseph Porter and his family were living 
in Wilkes County at the time the County was 
formed in 1778. Prior to 1778, Wilkes was 
part of Surrey County. In 1779, old Joseph 
received a land grant containing over 300 
acres and lying on both sides of Fisher's 
Creek at the Yadkin River. 

Joseph Porter served in the Wilkes County Militia 
during the American Revolution and was paid for 
services .in 1782. He served as a constable, a juror 
and a bondsman during the latter part of the 1no•s 
and most all of the 1780's. When did Joseph 
enlist in the militia?? 

Old Joseph died in 1 820. His will was 
written in April 1820 and proved during the 
October term of court in the same year. 
Three children were mentioned, namely; 
Joseph Jr., Molly and Francis. His wife was 

in Norfolk County at the time Reynolds were there. 
A Peivate Publication 



conti~ued with Joseoh Porter of Wilkes county NC 2 

Sarah's death 

Witnesses to will 

Archives in Raleigh 

Eleven Children 

Seven confirmed 

Molly 

James 

William 

Sarah 

Mary 

Joseph. Jr. 

Eve. possibly 

Francis 

. - -

not mentioned in his will indicating that 
Sarah preceeded him in death. Old Joseph's 
last will and testament was witnessed by 
John Reynolds and John Rousseau whom he 
called his •trusty friends". 

There is a record in the archives in 
Raleigh showing that Joseph and Sarah had 
eleven children. Why did he make reference 
to only three in his will?? out of the 
eleven children, seven, possibly eight have 
been confirmed and are listed below: 

1 : Molly Porter, listed in Joseph's will. 
No further info. 

2: James Porter is confirmed as a son by a 
deed recorded in Wilkes Co. No more 
information. 

3: William Porter also confirmed by a deed. 
No further info. 

4: Sarah Porter married Hezekiah Hall and 
moved to Kentucky. This is confirmed by 
a deed on record in Wilkes Co. showing 
that she contested her father's will. 

5: Mary Porter married William Johnson and 
about 1800 moved to Russell Co., VA. 
Mary too, contested · her father's will 
and is confirmed by a deed recorded in 
Wilkes Co., NC. Mollie Carty, wife of 
Harve Porter, is a descendant of Mary. 

6: Joseph Porter, Jr. born ca 1784 married 
Sarah Johnson and many of their descen
dants live in Wilkes County today. 

7: Ev~ Porter is a possible daughter. No 
direct proof although there is some 
circumstantial evidence. Eve married 
Adam Jacob Staley. A grandaughter moved · 
to Russell County, Va. 

8: Francis Porter born about 1780 married 
Malinda Johnston, daughter of Thomas 
Johnston. Francis and his family moved 
to Russell County, Va. about 1825. 

A Private Publication 
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FRANCIS PORTER 

Francis Porter. son of Joseph. was born in Wilkes County. N.C. ca 1780. 
On 27 November 1802 he married Malinda Johnston. daughter of Thomas 
Johnston. The name "Johnston/Johnson has a COlllllOn bond to the Porter 
connection both in North Carolina and Virginia. 

Francis Porter owned land that joined his father's located near the 
Yadkin River in Wilkes County. N.C. By 1825 Francis had sold out and by 
1828 was located in Russell County. Va. on the waters of Molls Creek living 
on a 50 acre tract purchased from Jeremiah Elam. 

Francis' health began to fail him for in February 1833 it was ordered by 
the Court of Russell County that Francis Porter be exempt from ps7inent of 
county levies due to his age and bodily infirmities. By 1839 Francis was 
dead. This is confirmed by a deed in which he died intestate. thereby. in 
settling of his estate. his children sold out to their brother. John. 

Malinda "Johnston" Porter was born in N.C. ca 1785 and died sometime 
after 1860. Francis and Malinda are buried somewhere near their home 
situated on Molls Creek. They had issue of nine known children: 

1. John Porter b. ca 1803 m. {1) Sally Shew {2) Senath Salyer 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Melvin Porter b. ca 1805 m Camelia Johnson b. in N.C. Melvin. a 
Civil War veteran. was located in Monroe County. Tenn. as early as 
1822. {This info furnished by Ronald Frank Porter. Madison. Ala.) 

William D. Porter Sr. b. ca 1807 m. {1) Mary Polly /\'\tA l>r. {2) 
Catherine Burke Hartsock. 

Elizabeth Porter b. ca 1809 m. Thomas Meade. 

Rebecca Porter b. ca 1811 m. Benjamin C. Bundy. 

Sebra Porter b. ca 1813 m. William "Billy" Fyffe. 

Francis Porter. Jr. b. ca 1817 m. Elizabeth -:Joi/I.JS 01.J 

. ' 

Caroline Porter b. ca 1821 m. Thomas P. Carty. son of John P. & Nancy 
"Johnson" Carty. Nancy was a daughter of Mary "Porter" Johnson. 

Larkin Porter b. ca 1825 m. {1) Catherine Vicars {2) Lucinda Salyer. 

It's important to note that all of Francis' and Malinda's children were 
born in Wilkes County. N.C. All his children. except Melvin. came to 
Russell County. Later, John and Sebra moved to Kentucky. After the death of 
Elizabeth. Thomas Meade married again and moved to Kentucky with most of his 
children. As previously mentioned Melvin was located in Tennessee. It is 
believed by this writer that the other children lived and died in Russell 
County. Virginia. 

A Private Publication 

. _. v 



continued with Willian D. Porter6 sr.1 son of Francis 4 

William O. Porter. Sr. was bom ca 
1807 in Wilkes County. NC. He was 
about 20 yean old w.,, the r..tly 
moved to Russell Couity. VA. 

Willi- married first Mary Polly. 
/'AS' ADE~ The early 

marriage records at' Russell County 
were burned or stolen. 

According to court records Willi• 
owned land in both Russell 4: Scott 
Counties totaling 181 · ec:r•J 
however. the dividing of' hJ.a •tate 
in 1884 -. ' . llt10W he CM1ed awr 
235 acres. ,~ . · . Land 
purchases tere as roll.a•: 

8 Jan 1&\9-$40.00 paid to 
Robert Fugate tor 26 acres on 
Grassy Creek Joining the lands 
Isaiah Drake 4: Zechariah Castle 
and situated in Russell ea. 
10. Aug 1&\9-$.500.00 to N.lJlrod 
Elam ·ror 1ss ·ecres' aituatec1 
in Scott Ca. on both aides of' .. 
Grassy Creek 4: Joining the 
lands ar Aboalom a-. John 
Hartsock. Peter Hartsock and 
Zachariah Castle. 

This writer believes.Willi• ONrat 
land in the same vecinity prior to 
the tw above purchases. This -k• 
sense considering that his old8at 
child by his first Nife was born 
about 1831. 

According to tradition the old two 
story log home was situated in both 
counties and that SOiie of' his 
children were born in Russell and 
sane in Scott• depending on W.t \ 
roan was used for delivery. 

After the death of Mary Polly. 
William llllrried Catherine "Burke" 
Hartsock, widow of Anderson Hartsock. 
By Mary Polly, he had issue of' 13 

children & 2 children by catherine. 

Mary Polly died about 1855. That 
..a the year her last child · was 
bom. C.therine died in 1891 a: was 
buried in the church cemetery beside 
her first husband in tUckelsville. 
Willia. & Mary Polly are probably 
buried in an old cemetery Sil ea.here 
near or on his property in the 
Grassy Creek section.· _ . Issue of 
children are as follONS: 

ISSUE BY MARY POLLY MEADE 
1. Melvin b. ca 1831 m. Susan 

Kilgore 
2. John b. ca 1832 m. Cl> Jane 

Dorton C2> Sarah Bond 
3 WilliClll D. Porter1 Jr. b. ca 

· 1834 m. Cl> Polly Kilgore <2> 
Betsy Elizabeth Hartsock C3> 
Mary c. Burke 

4 Henry b. ca 1836 s: Elizabeth Ctwinb> b. ca
183

18
8
38 

6. Malinda <twin> . ca m. 
Daniel Marion Porter. f'lalinda 
died giving birth to her sory __ ___ . _ 
JCITles Porter. · 

"tt7. Sarah b. ca 1840 m. Peter M. 
Hartsock 

~. Mary b. ca 1841 m.Saruel. 
Hartsock 

9. Esther (twin> b. ca 1844 m. 
Isaac Hartsock 

10. Addison <twin> b. ca 1844 m.
1 Cl> Emily Marshall <2> Rache 

Matney 
11. Rebecca b. ca 1846 m. Noah 

Hartsock . 
12. Tivis M. b. ca 1848 m. Sarah 

Hartsock . 
13. Martha b. 10 Dec 1855 died 28 

days later. 
ISSUE BY CATHERINE BURKE HARTSOCK 
14. Eliza b. ca 1870 m. Je111es 

Jessee 
15. Caroline b. ca 1872 m. Geborge 

Hicks. They lived Jn c~e urn~ 
It's interesting to note that six 

of William's children llllrried 
Hartsocks. Seed planting on the 
waters of Grassy Creek has produced 
1X>re than just com. The blood line 

A Private Publication 

*NOTE: After the death of Mary Porter Hartsock #S' above and Peter M. Hartsock 
tf:1 abovde leaving Sarah a widow and SC1T1Uel a Nidower; both Sanuel and Sarah 
marrie each other in seotenber 18781 hls age 38 and Sarah age 37. 
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continued wi. 1:~ Hi 11 tam D. Porter" Sr. son of ~~~~cis 5 

of the PORTER/HARTSOCK connection 
is scattered all across the USA and . 
like "Abraham of old" we are · 
still sewing the seed. 

After William's death ca 1876_ it 
took &bOut 8 years to settle his 
estate because he left no will. No : 
doubt . the children could not do it . 
ttieniSel Ves so the court appointed · 
speelal coaaissioners to do it for · 
theta. · Below is the way . the 
connissioners divided the estate in : 
~~~AAAIDIL--~~~--~~~-

··.·. ?\; 
· ~· -. .. ; . ... 

- i~ 
:~ 

f-4 

f3. 
~--~ 

.. 

·. ~ -·· .. .. . . .. 

> 
If-I 

· ~ 
! 
I 

'· . 

The nunbers circled is my doing and 
not the Conmissioners. Going 
clockwise it shows 19 d.i:visions 
which does not include the 26 acres · 
in Russell County. 

Some of the children received . ..Ore 
than one division. Melvin Porter is 
not shown with a division becau8e he . 
received his share before William 
died. Some of the children ·were 
deceased before the divison w&s ·made 

. because of the reference of "heirs" · 
noted in some sections. 

··--

. 1 

.• !· 

.. . -.·.- _ 



continued with Willian D. Porter1 Sr. son of Francis 

av :-P ff 'i 1'; F~cJ ~i I listed all 
known children of William Porter, 
Sr. inc~IJCU._r}L ,the division of his 
estate 0 ""Soml&:"~f his children were 
dead at the time of the division. 
They were ·as follows: 

1. T. M. (Tivis) Porter 
Z. Mary "Porter" Hartsock 
3. W. O. Porter. This is William 

D. Porter, Jr., the father of 
Har~ Porter, '!I.)' grandfather. 

you will note that there were 19 
divisions of the land situated in 
Scott County. I numbered each 
divison going clockwise. 

Tivis Porter's heirs is IJZ, 4 & 
16. Mary Hartsock's heirs is /19 and 
10. William Jr's (Oink) heirs is 
1117. Although not showing, I 
believe Oink's heirs .received the 
land situated in Russell County·.- --. 

William 0. Porter's, Sr. first 
wife was known as Mary or Mary 
Polly M.J:.A DE, · . At 
one time f thought Mary Polly was a 
Bundy, the daughter of Thomas. This 
was based upon circumstantial 
evidence which later was disproved 
by the old Thomas Bundy family 

· Bible. Thomas Bundy had a daughter 
named Mary Polly but she had married 
a Hartsock .. 
#tJ-n;:·4. l tf~f~ ~ ~~ 
t:I4/:::;t;~~±· 
rhd~~fl~·? 

William D. Porter, Sr. had at 
least fifteen · children. Thirteen by 
Mary Polly and _two by Catherine 

"Burke-Hartsock" Porter. It 's 
important at this time to give the 
1850 Scott County Census record of 
this family which is as follows: 

HOUSE NUMBER 1492 

WILLIAM PORTER, age 42, Farmer, b. NC 
Mary Polly, age 40, b. VA 
Melvin L., age 19, b. VA 
John R., age 18, b. VA 
William, age 17, b. VA 
Henry, age 14, b. VA 
Malinda, age 12, b. VA 
Elizabeth, age 12, b. VA 
Sally, age 10, b. VA 
Polly, age 8, b. VA 
Addison, age 6, b. VA 
Esther, age 6, b. VA 
Rebecca, age 4, b. VA 
Tivis, age 10 months, b. VA 

...)(- Henry, listeq above, might have 
died young or moved .west -- . ·, 

Malinda had a son named 
James by her marriage to Daniel 
Marion Porter. Malinda died giving 
birth to James and I believe that 
it's this James that is made 
reference to in the division of 
William's estate. 

Malinda had a twin, 
Elizabeth and she possibly died 
young. A Sally is shown and I 
believe this to be Sarah. A Polly 
is shown and I believe this to be 
Mary. .Addison and Esther a r e shown 
to be twins · 

Another daughter, Martha, was born 
in 1855, five years after the 
census. She lived only ZS days and 
possibly caused the death of her 
mother. This is speculation of 
course. 

- --A-P~IVATE POBCfO\TION -------
--- ----- ----- - ---·-------------------------------

~A Henry Porter is found riding with the famed Quantrill's Guerrillas 
in Kansas and Missouri. Clhis info furnished by Blair Willianson of canooa) 



-- --==--=== 

THE REYNOLDS CONNECTION 

From correspondence in the past and most recently a 
phone call, some of you have expressed interest in the 
Reynolds family. While doing research on the Porters in 
Wilkes County and at the archives in Raleigh I did pick 
up a few items on the Reynolds connection; but because 
of my obsession with Joseph Porter, I failed to carry 
out a more thorough scrutiny. 

While there I did learn that John Reynolds was born 
in the early 1700's in Virginia (Norfolk County) and 
that his wife was Sarah Rebecca. I thought I had 
detei.'"Dli.net at least four children named Elishi-/' J'ohn, 
Francis and of course Sarah. Now I have learned that 
John had at least eight children and that John and 
Francis was one son named John Francis Reynolds. · 

The rest of my knowledge on the Reynolds family 
comes from a book called •THE HERITAGE OF WILKES COUNTY• 
and published by the genealogical society of that 
county. The following paragraph is from the book: 

"The pioner John .Reynolds, who settled on the Yadkin Ri\ter and 
Mulberry C~k when this area of North Carolina was st111 · Bladen 
County, wasdsescendant from one Olristopher Reynolds, who was bom 
1530 in Kent County, England. John Reynolds was bom S October 
1710 in Norfolk County, Virginia, married Sarah Rebecca Jenkins and 
died 1756 in then Rowen County (later Wilkes). He was the son of 
Robert and Grace (Clark) Reynolds of Norfolk County. Eight 
children were born to John and Rebecca: I/ 

1. John Francis who married Anne Blackbum 
J.. Eliza who married a Sidden 

3. Sarah who married Joseph Porter 
4. Elisha b. April 1755 married S Aug 1786 Judith Eddins 
5. James m. (1) Mary Baker (Z) Jane (Hickerson) Miller 
6. William who married 4 April 1761 Martha Cook 
7. Jenkins b. 1753 d. 1779 m. Martha Sale 
a. Charles 

Further quoting: "John Francis Reynolds , referred to as Francis, 
was the administrator of the estate of his father, John, in 1756 in 
Rowan County. Francis was born in 1734 in Bladen County, North 
Carolina and died 1 Z October 1804 on the Yadkin River in Wilkes 
County ••• " 

The article continues with the children of John 
Francis and descendents down to the lady who wrote the 
article. She does not reflect on any of the other 
children of John and Sarah Rebecca Reynolds and their 



descendents; however, she does list her sources as 
follows: (Rowan County estate records; Wilkes County deeds, 
wills, marriage bonds, court minutes. church minutes; Bible 
records; and Reynolds Genealogy by S. F. Tillman in Duke University 
Library; and Cleveland Genealogy by E. J. Cleveland (1899}. 

The lady who submitted the article is Mrs. w. o. 
Absher of Wilkes County. She is one of the officers of 
the Wilkes Genealogical Society and a descendant of John 
& Sarah Rebecca (Jenkins) Reynolds through their son, 
John Francis. 

I'm sorry I do not ha"'~e anymore information on the 
Reynolds Connection and I have no doubt that Mrs. 
Absher's article is true at this time. 

I hope this info will be of benefit to those who 
have concern and hopefully some of us will follow 
through on what we already have. 

Enclosed is an update on old Joseph Porter who 
married Sarah Reynolds and were living. in Wilkes County 
at the time the county was formed in 1778. 

I have yet to learn the Parents of Joseph and I 
have often w_gnde~~d if 'they immigrated ~· ~ ' __ -..,. 
~ ~ from Norfolk County, Virginia to 
the western regions of North Carolina. This is a good 
assumption since the Porters can also be located in 
Norfolk County when the Reynolds were there. 

Folks, let me hear from you, sincerely. 

Bill Porter 
P.O. Box 1901 
Coeburn, VA 24230 

Phone: 703-395-3772 



THE REYNOLDS CONNECTION 

From correspondence in the past and most recently a 
phone call, some of you have expressed interest in the 
Reynolds family. While doinq research on the Porters in 
Wilkes County and at the archives in Raleigh I did pick 
up a few items on the Reynolds connection; but because 
of my obsession with Joseph Porter, I failed to carry 
out a more thorough scrutiny. 

While there I did learn that John Reynolds was born 
in the early 1700 's in Virginia (Norfolk County) and 
that his wife was Sarah Rebecca. I thought I had 
determinel at least four children named Elishi-/' Jc~, 
Francis and of course Sarah. Now I have learned that 
John had at least eiqht children and that John and 
Francis was one son named John Francis Reynolds. · 

The rest of my knowledge on the Reynolds family 
comes from a book called •THE HERITAGE OF WILKES COUNTY• 
and published by the genealoqical society of that 
county. The followinq paragraph is from the book: 

"The pioner John ·Re)'nolds, who. settled on the Yadkin R.iVE!r and 
Mulberry C~k when this area of North Carolina was still Bladen 
County, wasdsescendant from one Olristopher Reynolds, who was born 
1530 in Kent County, England. John Reynolds was born S October 
1710 in Norfolk County, Virginia, married Sarah Rebecca Jenkins and 
died 1756 in then Rowen County {later Wilkes). He was the son of 
Robert and Grace {Clark) Reynolds of Norfolk County. Eight 
children were born to John and Rebecca: I/ 

1. John Francis who married Anne Blackbum 
~ Eliza who married a Sidden 

3. Sarah who married Joseph Porter 
4. Elisha b. April 1755 married 5 Aug 1786 Judith Eddins 
5. James m. (1) Mary Baker {Z) Jane {Hickerson) Miller 
6. William who married 4 April 1761 Martha Cook 
7. Jenkins b. 1753 d. 1779 m. Martha Sale 
8. Charles 

further quoting: "John Francis Reynolds , referred to as Francis, 
was the a<ininistrator of the estate of his father,, John, in 1756 in 
Rowan County. Francis was born in 1734 in Bladen County, North 
Carolina and died 12 October 1804 on the Yadkin River in Wilkes 
County ••• " 

The article continues with the children of John 
Francis and descendents down to the lady who wrote the 
article. She does not reflect on any of the other 
children of John and Sarah Rebecca Reynolds and their 
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descendents; however, she does list her sources as 
follows: {Rowan County estate records; Wilkes County deeds. 
wills, marriage bonds, court nli.nutes. church minutes; Bible 
records; and Reynolds Genealogy by S. r. Tillman in Duke University 
Library; and Cleveland Genealogy by E. J. Cleveland {1899). 

The lady who submitted the article is Mrs. w. o. 
Absher of Wilkes County. She is one of the officers of 
the Wilkes Genealogical Society and a descendant of John 
& Sarah Rebecca (Jenkins) Reynolds through their son, 
John Francis. 

I'm sorry I do not have anymore information on- the 
Reynolds Connection and I have no doubt that Mrs. 
Absher's article is true at this time. 

I hope this info will be of benefit to those who 
have concern and hopefully some of us will follow 
through on what we already have. 

Enclosed is an update on old Joseph Porter who 
married Sarah Reynolds and were living. in Wilkes County 
at the time the county was formed in 1778. 

I have yet to learn the Parents of Joseph and I 
have often w,gndei;:~d if ~hey immigrated w-L«· ~ · · 
~ ~- from Norfolk County, Virginia to 
the western regions of North Carolina. This is a good 
assumption since the Porters can also be located in 
Norfolk County when the Reynolds were there. 

Folks, let me hear from you, sincerely. 

Bill Porter 
P.O. Box 1901 
Coeburn, VA 24230 

Phone: 703-395-3772 
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