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THE HISTORY OF ROCKFORD STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

One of the most interesting landmarks in Mount Airy is the Rockford Street United 

Methodist Church. It is unique in many wayse First, the land for the church was pur­

chased before the congregation was orp,anizedo This happened because a minister, the 

Rev,, George w. Williams, who was visit'ing the communi.ty passed an auction salP. He 

saw the beauty of the lot and decided that it would be a good location for the church 

t hat the community needede On April 29, 1922, Rev,, Williams bought the land from 

Edward Leake, a single man from El Paso County, Texas, for $1200.00 0 On November 16 ~ 

1922~ Rev. Williams and wife, Minnie, transferred the deed to Mr. W, R. Kiger et al. 

The church latter paid the $1200.00,, 

The trustees were: w. R. Kiger, Jew. Badgett, J. B~ Jarrell, J 0 W0 Barker and 

W~ F. Lawrence. 

Rev. Williams conferred with Rev. w. F. Womble, presiding elder, Rev 0 W0 B0 West 

minister of Central Methodist Church and with many of the Methodist laymen 0 Among 

these was Mr. E. H. Kochititzky, di.strict lay leader. It was decided that the Methodi c:t 

of Mount Airy would sponsor the oroanizatinn and build the church. 

Fev 0 George w~ Williams organi~ed aPd built the Rockford Street Church~ lt was 

Preacher Williams 1 "Dream Come Truee" The corners t one was lciid iP. 1925 c>ncl decHc~red 

i,, l92Q~ He served the churcli for six years. 

After the church began, the peo~1e of Mount Airy, re~ardless nf their cru~ch 

affiliation helped in any way they coul0. 

The Rockford Street Methodist Church was fonnally created by the Thirty-Second 

Session of the Western North Carolina Conference whicr met in Pigh Pnint. N0 r.. 

Ort , 19, 1921. In 1921 while servin~ th 0 Mount Airy \.ircuit, "Rev ~ T.Tilliam!" held a 

r<>rit meeting where the ~·Tater tank ic; now located~ He bou~ht tre tent an0 the 

'"Tl~regation was formed thro11gh two tent !!'eetingc;;.., The fnther of Mrc;,, ()c;;c<l ..... ~helt0n 

held a revjval. The "Tabernacle" W?.5 bni!t acrf)"'S +:'he :t~0 e .. frof'!'l thP water t-?nk •. 



c 

,. 

,, 

2. 

Tt was a frame building about 30 1 x30 1 , heAted by two sheet metal stoVes. The: ettend­

~.,,c"' averarred about two -hundred on Sunday "'lorni ngs. 

FTNANCES 

All four furniture factories gave substantical contributions to the builrling fund 

of the church. Dr. Charles Lawrence, an uncle of ~rs. Futh Lawrence Sawyers, gave a 

lnrne amount. Also Mr. Wi 11 Reynolds gave generously. Rev. 'Wi 11 i.ams asked the ch1rch 

'l"ernh 0 rs to !'(lake pledges. Small hr.own envelopes ~t::impecl B and J, (for Building and Lr':ln) 

were given to the memhers. They placed th~i. r pledge of ~nney in the offering plate 

<'n Sundays. 

LAB0R and MATERIALS 

With a small amount of money, Rev. Willi::ims hought l'ln old Ford t:rur.'k:. T-lith a 

fpw workers they started digging cind blastin~. Rev. w. J, s. Walker was assjgned to 

the Ararat Circuit in 1923 and was closely associated with Rev. Willipmc: in the ministry. 

'Re.v. Walker and two of his sons, Clyde and Calvin scooped the first dirt: t:o begin con­

struction on the church. They used a hand scoop, drawn by a team of mules owned by Rev. 

T,Jnlker. Many of the men of the church came and workecl until late every nipht, They 

had already worked ten hours at public works. 

Pev, Williams went to Mr. ,T. D. Sargent, who was then president of the North CarolinP 

r:r~ir.te Corporation and asked for eriough granite fo.,. the steps and wi-:cf)w c:ills, Some 

f)f rhe grainte had been used in other areas of the church. When truck load after tn•ck 

l0e1d of grAnite went out, Mr. SArgent came over to see what they were doing with it. He 

remarked to Rev. Williams, 11 I thought you were buildi.ng a church, inste<1d of buildinr 

<i stairway to heaven." 

Several people gave 100 or more brick. It was said when some peo~le had p,iven 

their brick, that Rev, Williams would ask them this ~uestion. "The brick that you have 

given are not showing, I am sure you will want your brick to show, will you give some 

more?" Rev, Williams did some of all the work. 

Mr. Earl Tate(who now lives on South Main Street) did the tapestry. In 1923, Mr. 
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Tate was asked by Rev. Williams to lay the brick for the church. Mr. Tate did not do 

the brick work himself but he hired about six brick l<"yers to do the job. Under Mr, 

Tate 1 s management the brick work was done. He was paid $1.00 an hour for it. Mr. 

J. w. Barker, who was the treasurer paid Mr. Tate. Mr. Tate built the four columns on 

the front porch of the church himself. He built them of brick and plastered (stucco­

work) around each column. James Matthews made the mortar and other men carried it. 

Mr~ Tate also set the stone that is under the windows and the trimming stone Around 

the church. The steps were also erected by him. Mr. Tate said, 11Rev. Wi lliRms 

worked more than any preacher that he had ever seen in his life." 

Mr. Edd Caudle did the carpentry work and a Mr. Easter rHd all the plastf'rine. 

PLUMBING 

Dixon Plumbing of Greensboro did the plumbing. Mr. Spencer Dixon was a half­

brnther of Rev. Williams. There was a problem because of rock. This man gave the 

lahor and the 11know-how. 11 A shower was put downstairs back of the front pcirt of thl? 

church for the boys. Boys who played baseball enjoyed this, also latter the Rny Scouts. 

ARCHITECTUPE 

Mr. Henry Sprindle (District Superintendent) gave the plan. This inscription is 

nn the cornerstone, ROCKFORD STREET M. E • CHURCH f:OUTH A. D. 1925 • 

OPGP.NTSTS 

Mrs. Oti!; Wimbish was the church organist for me.ny years (prohl'lbly 35) 11ntil hE'r 

un~imely death, December 24, 1971. Miss Karen Jane Roberson and Miss Tamar.A. CArter 

were the organists from January, 1972-June, 1974, when Mrs. Faye Horton becri.me the 

o rp_i:rn i st. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT 

For about twenty-five years the late Mr. w. R. Kiger was superintendent of the 

Sundey School. When he retired in 1946 the church presented a Bible to him jn ;:ippr.ec­

iation of his many years of faithful service. 

CHARTER MEMBERS 

Mciny of the hard-working charter member. of the church h11ve passe.d away. They :ire: 
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Messrse Will McCoy, Will Kiger, John Badgett, Harvey Badgett, Jim BarkPr, Joe Linback, 

Muncie Nichols _, .J. B. Jarrell, Joe Booker, w. F. LRwrence, w. A. Lawrence and Kermit 

~awrenceo Otis Moore, Boss Gardner, Roy Shelton and Reynold McCoy transferred t0 

Franklin Heights United Methodist Church. They havP Also passed aw?y. 

FORMER MEMBERS 

TT·TO of !"Ur former members arp ch.:ipl<.>i.ns r,•it!i the Armed Forces , WavnP SliE>lton ?nri 

Flny~ HPckward. Cecil end Hill Heckarrl are ministers. L?rry Walker ic; R ~nct0r. The 

lt're Dr."drl Vrince Price Willi-"ms W<'S n.RsocL:•terl with the 0?.1~ RidgP Atomic l?l:inr in 

T,:>nnesc;~e. He was killed in ::in Putomobi J~ Accide.nt R few years ago. Other t"lE"'"!hP..-" 

. , 
('11 • J 

flssoci:1ted with ;ill s0rt" nf hnc;inesc; l"nterprisec: inclurlinz textilPSi furnitu ... 0 , 

re?taur;:ints, retailinp,, flori<>ts, mecHr.;o.1 reseflrch, govern"lent work ?nd rn;u~y oth~rs, 

THF. FTRST STF.Hl\'RD5 

The first c;tewRrds were a group of young men and very handsome. They were: MPs<>rs. 

H::>rvPy Badgett, .John Badgett, J. W, Barker, Joe Booker, w. Y. Davenport, G~ B. \.ardner, 

.T. ~ .. Jarrell, w. R. Kiger, w. F. Lawrence, Joe Ljneback, Otis Moore, w. M .. McCoy, M. c:. 

~ichols and c. w. Robertson. In 19?5-2A Mount Airy District Quarterly ~onference 

Minutes the Official Members were: J. W, B.gr.\eett, .T. w. Barker, J. T. Rooker, Lur.in° 

tinPback, M. S. Nichols, Fred Pruitt ~nd J. S~ Redmnn. 

T'RUSTF.ES 0F THE CHURCH PROPERTY 

Truc;rP.P<; were: Rev. G. w. Willi.ams, J. We J\wrker, J. W. R;:i<l~ett, \·l. R. Ki!!er, M, s. 

~i<:hols, and w. F. Lawrence. 

MTSST()N/'.RY SOCIETY AND F.PWORTIT LE/\r,m: 

From rhe vecy bep:inning the church h~ri <? Mj ssi.onary Society and Epwnrth LeR~tte. 

The Epworth LeA~ue w~s a very active oreani,ation for the y0uth. 

MEMORTAL W1NDOWS 

The High Point Glass Co. installt><l tre windows. The be<>utiful memori.<>l win<low~ 

r>re in memorv of Mr. Will R. Kip,er, Mrs. Matilda Jane Lawrence, Mr. WilUam A. LawrencP, 

Mr. w. M. McCoy, Mrs. Mittie Y. McMillirn _,Mrs. Helen E. Nichols, Rev. GP.Or[•P w. Wi.lli;:iT"lc;, 
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~ 2ncl Mrse Pauline M. Wimbish. 

THE FIRST WEDDING 

Mi~5 Josephine Jackson and Mr. James Hadley were the first couple. m;:irr.ied in the ch11rch. 

THE GREATER MOUNT AIRY PARISH 

The Parish was originated in the 20•s but no p.rass roots were taken untn the 70•s. 

EARLY SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Young Adult--Mr. c. w. Rohert· son and Mr. George Snow 

Intermediate--Mrs, Sanford Redmin 

Juniors--Mic;s Winona Williams 

Primary--Mrs. G. w. Williams 

MEMBERSHIP AND CHURCH VALUE 

In 1922-25 the total membership was 134. The officers and teachers were 14. The 

church was valued At $3,000,00. In 1926 the membership h~d increased to 169 and v~lue 

of the church had gone to $20,000~00. By 1931 there were 251 members with the church 

valued at $55,000.00. Presently, there are about 130 members ctn<l valuer.I :-t <')]:inut 

~ 1 'i0, or.a. oo. 

THE PARSQ!'J/'.GE 

The parsoni'lge was built hefore the church. Tht:> Rev. G. w. Williaf'!c;' fnmi1y were 

the firc;t to occupy it. "!t hn~ ber->n said the.t Mrs. wnliC'mS once remarh~~. "1 h?ve 

~o mar.y shirt<: to iron, th;it T only i.rnn t1·'13 '!l r.k1r,•n the front. 11 

DONATJ0NS 

Many Mriteri?l donations hnvf' bee~ ll'ade throu~h the years. Mr. Wi 11 McCoy bui 1.t flnd 

r1on?tecl tre p11lpit, flower pedest<i15 5 ;md t ?hle in the s;:inc.tu~ry ir. 1931. Thie: p;c; 

done with much skill. The followinz st-Pte!'lenr wac; said ribnut the pulpit. "The r11l;i i t-

was m0st e~~r:ui sit E'." 

Th~ oreAn WAS donPted hy Mr. An<l Mrs. ~. Q. Renbow and Mr. a~d Mrs. P. A. ~0~~e. 

'!'J°''? pulpit P.i.bl.e was preser.ted to tli"' churc!-'. in memory of Mr« flol.2nc1 l.P~cr hy Jme:. 

and Susie le?ch. Mrs. Minnie Lou LeC'ch K~y is elsn a daughter of ~r. Pol~nrl r~~~h. 
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The Offering Plates were donated in memory of Mr. Tom Nichols by Mrs. Nichols 

and family. Mr. Nichols was Jack's father. 

Through the years the Woman's Society has presented a number of things which are 

in use in the sanctuary. The candleholders were in honor of Mrs. Otis Wimbish and 

the candle snuffer in memory of Mrs. George Caraway. The cloth Runners and Bible 

Marker on the pulpit are in memory of Mrs. Mittie McMillian. The bookcase in the 

church is in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Hurley Moore. The Guest Register was given in 

memory of Mrs. Myrtle T. Hatcher, (Jamie's mother). 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Neal gave the ushers' pocket tabs in memory of Mr. Reynold 

McCoy. Mr. Perry Robertson (Cynthia's father) donated and installed the iron rail 

in the balcony. The M. Y. F. placed the lighted cross in the back of the choir. Mrs. 

Thamar Kiger had the hand rails installed up the front steps of the church. Mr. and 

Mrs. W. R. Kiger gave the rocking chair in the room off the vestibule, the bookcase 

in the Ladies' Class Room, and a folding table in the dining room. 

The wicker furniture in the Ladies' Class Room came from the Mount Airy District 

Parsonage when Mount Airy was combined with the Winston-Salem District. 

The Pulpit Chairs and a Church Bell were given to the church by the late Mr. 

Will Hale, and a piano was given by the late Mrs. E. H. Kochtitzky, who were members 

of Central Church. The Woman's Society of Central gave the chandeliers in the 

sanctuary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Gunnell were proud to present a table which Mr. Gunnell's 

father hand-crafted over fifty years ago, to the Wesley Class. Mr. Kyle McCoy 

presented to Mrs. Kiger a bookcase to be placed in the church in memory of Mr. 

W. R. Kiger. 

The late Mr. Will McCoy and Mr. Joe Lineback built and placed in the church the 

Literature Cabinet in the basement hallway. Also Mr. McCoy built the Literature 

Cabinet which is in the Beginners' Class Room. The late Mr. Muncie Nichols made a 

table and placed it in the church, probably the one in the basement library. 

The Choir Robes were bought by individual members of the choir as a memorial to 

Mrs. Otis Wimbish. The cross on the table was a Memorial to Mr. Miles Dalton from 

Helen and Lloyd. 
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Mr. Paul Hull gave the Walnut Plaque, on which the names of the people who gave 

Pews are listed, to the church. 

The church gave the Christian and American Flags in memory of Aaron Sherrill. Very 

likely there are many things in the church that have been donated by different people 

through the years. The writer cannot recall them at this t jme, and 2ny omission i.s 

cert~inly not intentional. 

EVIDENCE of A SOCIAL CHANGE 

Tn the 20' s the shower, ball park, kitchen e.nd dining room affl"C.ted the church• s 

;itti.tude of the. corranunity. This was evidence of a socif.'.1 chAnge. This '1-Tf.\S f.11 so ~ 

community project. All people contributP.cl something, thP. wealthy g2ve we11. 

The social life was to be centered ;iround the church. These men were farsi ghted 

as they lived and worked. They built up their men. All denominations entered i n ann 

helped outo The church was built out of ~utual work and the ~roject took Dbout si~ 

or seven years. 

Rockford Street Methodist Church is ?.n example of P. socicil growing project wJiich 

the wp a lthy helped. This building w~s a socialized project. The rnen at Cent ral anrl 

S;:il1=>1"1 helped, "lso othE'rs. Rev. Willinms ~··anted the congre~r>. tion t0 build slowl j" , 

ilnd dependable. 



1921--1926-----Rev. George w. Wi J li t:!ms 

1927-----------Rev. J .. o. Ervin 

1928-----------Rev. George w. Hillim~s 

1929--1 030 -----Rev. w. M. Heckard 

1931--1933-----Rev. R. s. Howie 

1934-----------Rev. R. G. Tutt 1.e, J!'. 

1935-----------Rev. n. H. Rhi r.ehrirt 

1936--1937-----Rev. H. R. Cornelius 

1938--1940-----Rev. H. Gr?.dy Hnrdi.n 

1941--1942-----Rev. c. Eo Wi.1 li ams 

1943--1944-----Rev. E. M. Gr ahem 

1945--1947-----Rev. .J. E • Rink 

1948--1950---- -Rev. B. c. Winn 

1951--1952-----Rev. J. M. Barber 

1953--1956-----Rev. F .. H. Sh'nn 

1957 --19110. - -- ··P~v. ~en F. St r:m"y 

1 %1 - -19f:3 ·· - -- ··Rev. ca les o. Bowm~P 

1.%4--1%8- -----.. Rev, John T. Frn?ier 

1 %A- · l %9---- -Rev, f. r t hur Jh PE>rirc '? 

1970- --1972-----Rev., Ger1:.g(' f' .? rir <? r 
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