
i'!OTES ON SURRY COUNTY "PAST PROJECTS, 11 Pt=ZOGRAiVI OF RESEl\RCH INTO LOCAL CULTURAL 
AriD POLITICAL HISTORY, FOR THE YOUTH OF SURRY COUNTY, 1974-76 

I. Our goals should be to encourage an awareness of personal participation in 

history, especially in the processes of social change. Secondly to increase 

communication bet\~een younger and o I der generat i ens in the county; third 1 y tc 

build up contributions' to a permanent collection of archival and ethnic mater· = 

probably to be housed at the Col lege. 

2. VIe shou I d begin this fa I I by: 

(a) Meeting with the local high school teachers to gain this involvement in 

planning and their support. 

(b) Producing an attractive, simpler but thorough brochure to describe the 

program. 

(c) Planning visiting meetings to high school classes in groups to encourage 

participation, first to be carried out by Commission representatives, l a-;-7:-

to be followed up by locally avai !able experts in archaeology, music, anc 

history, genealogical work, etc. to stimulate interest and give guidance. 

3. · \'/e should have a regularly operating committee to approve projects, give help 

suggestionsr and co-ordinate communication between the workers and business 

l
1
eaders, ministers or other organizational leaders where needed. This commit-'-::.::.-' 

should oversee the production of a 11 r.1agazine" to pub! ish (locally), the besr 

of the literary productions, describe collections, list projects undenvay, 

and perhaps award prizes. 

4. \•/e should get ou·t- (soon after conferring with local history teachers) a generc: 

letter to businessmen, ministers, nev1spaper editors, and anyone else who migh-

be concerned informing them of our project , asking for their suggestions and 

info rmat ion on what historical materials might be avai !able (or histor ies air~~= 

written) relative to their own business, industry , chu~ch or community organi.::.::--· 
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5. Here are some topical suggestions for 11 pas-:- projectsn: 

-Industries 
-Churches 
-Schools 
-Banks 
-Newspapers 
-Civic Clubs 
-Family Histories 
-Local Communities 
-Recording Gravesites 

-
-Play writing a~d production on local history 

theme 
-Old roads or road sites, trai Is 
-Loca I music, ba I I ads or i nstrurnents 
-Folk -r-ales, Sli;Jerstitio~s, or home remedies 
- I nd ian reI i cs 
-Handicraft col lections in pre-industrial 

home industries, farming -t-ools, furni-t·ure 
making, domestic economy, etc. 

11/here the project involves demonstration of a physical ski II in the use of 

implements, musical instruments, etc., \'le should plan for the use of videotc:==-

and/or tape recording equipment to preserve these proj 2cts. 

6. For interesting collections, we should plan for displays during celebrations 

1976, plus perhaps local 11 mini-museum11 dis;=llay centers to host trtraveling" 

exhibits of the students' projects. 



-----~~-------- -----

Youth. Di.vtsion of Surry County 

Bicentennial Conmlission 

~. Chris Jackson 
1265 N. Bridge St. 

:.::_ 'Elkin, N.C. 28621 
.·.- $3533753 

Elkin High School, Sophomore 

2. Susan Perkins 
P.o. Box 755 
Pilot H.ountain, N.C. 'Z/041 
368-2631 
East Surry High, Senior 

3. Ellen Hills 
73 5 Greenhill Rd. 
Mount Airy, N.C. 27030 
786-7453 
Hount Airy Sr~ High, Junior 

4. Dianna Forrest 
327 Dudley Avenue 
!'-fount Airy~ N,C. 27030 
789-3268 
Housewife 

5. Pai Dodd 
Rt. 2 123-A 
Pilot • N. C • '27041 

I 

351-22 
Surry f/OD~lity College 

6. 
Rd. 

• 27030 

• High, Junior 

7. Rpee Scott 
Box 321 
Dobson, N.C. 
386-8946 
Surry Centr 

B. 

.fZJ 
) 

27017 

.. Senior 

• 28621 

9. l'~k Pell 
Bo.xl25 
Pilot Mtn. ,.:N.C. 27041 
368-2539 

10. 

27030 

11. Wanda Hayes 

835-2795 



April 29, 1975 

Dear County Chairman, 

507 Summitt Drive 
Sanford, N. C. 27330 

I am the Bi-Centennial Committee chairman for Youth Councils of 
North Carolina (YCNC). Part of my job is to encourage and to 
coordinate youth Bi-centenial activities all over the state. 
For this reason I would like to ask you to find a student willing 
to be in charge of the youth's part of the c~lebration in your 
county. If you already have one, great! If you don't, please 
try to find someone who is enthusiastic and willing, as this 
is a very important job. 

Please send me the name and address of this person as soon as 
possible. I need to start corresponding with them right away. 
If you have any questions or cannot fine someone for this 
position, please let me know. Help the youth of North Carolina 
be a part of something great! 

Sincerely yours, 

()-~~~ 
Dodee Carney, YCNC Bi-centennial 
Committee Chairman 



February 17, 1975 

Edward J. Spanski 
Director of Bicentennial 
Surry Community College 
Dobson, NC 27017 

Dear . ~~. Spanski, 

of Surry County 

OUr history claES is beginning to start projecU concern­
ing the ' Bicentennial. I would appreciate very much if 
you would send me all information pertaining to the 
Bicentennial. Tha.nk you very much. 

_Sincerely, 

~~_IJJ~ 
Beth Griswold 
415 Old Springs Road 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 

, 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECRET~RY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMI SS IONERS 

A H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 

Yes ! I am interested in participating in our Bicentennial Celebration 
in the followi ng capacity! (Circle those activities in which you would 
serve.) 

Name Jz /1. 

High or Junior 
or Co I I ege 

Phone <6 35- dO &S 

Heritage Division: historical research; writing of county history; Black 
history; Indian history and archaelogy (arrowheads, pottery, 
burial mounds, etc.; genealogies--family histories.) 

Festival Division: Don Nance, chairman: this division wi I I put on a 300 
cast historical musical extravaganza in the summer of 1976: we need Cast 
comm ittee, stage managing, properties collected and supervision during show, 
costumes distribution and care, backstage work on props, curtains, electrical, 
sound , I ighting, dancer, narrator,c:c~ 

Pub I icity Division: gathering information and writing, pictures, distribution 
of flyers, special projects. 

Special Events: Planning and executing events for particular days between ·~ 
now and 1976. Suggestions for projects invited: for example special 
sporting events, canoe expeditions, bicycle tours, so on and so forth. 

Office and Headquarters: Volunteer help for typing, mai I ing, working in 
booths, giving information, phone work, making signs, art work, decorating, etc. 

Other: --------------------------------------------------------------------
******************************************************************************* 

FOR COMMITTEE USE ONLY 

To Division Committee ------------------------- ------------------ -------------------



COMMISSION 
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W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIAN NA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUN TY COMMISS IONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIR MAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANA l jE A 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Dear Educator: 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 
September 13, 1974 

The Youth Division of the Surry County Bicentennial Commission is planning 
to develop a program in cooperation with the schools of Surry County to 
encourage an interest and awareness in Surry history. A meeting of alI 
history teachers in the county, with emphasis on United States and North 
Carol ina history teachers, is planned for these alternative dates: Monday, 
Sept. 23, or Monday, Sept. 30. There is space below to indicate preference 
of date. You may also put down an alternate date of your own. The meeting 
wi I I be held at Surry Community Col lege in the teaching auditorium at 
7:30p.m. A self-addressed envelope is included for your convenience and/or 
phone number to contact the Bicentennial Office. Please at the bottom 
include your home and school phone number. 

At this meeting, suggestions wi I I be discussed concerning the programs and 
some guide! ines drawn up for projects. Several possibi I ities are: 

I. devoting a week to Surry County history in class. 
2. sponsoring an essay contest on Surry history, folklore, Indians, etc. 
3. exhibits. 
4. pub! ication of a history magazine for three months in June, July, 

and August, 1976. 
5. inviting knowledgeable persons to lecture on Surry history in class. 

These are only suggestions; we would welcome your ideas and advice at this 
planning meeting. Please try to attend. Thank you. 

S i ~e I y yours, /f ,; , · . 

z ' .. ~7 ---?~J( .. I/· -?-z-7~ ~/ 
~dward J. Spanski, Jr. 
Executive Director 

CHEDK ONE, DETACH AND MAIL IN ENVELOPE PROVIDED: 

Monday, Sept. 23 Monday, Sept. 30 Alternate date of your choi ce -------- ----
PHONE: School --------------

Home 
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------ ----------
CHEDK ONE, DETACH AND MAIL IN ENVELOPE PROVIDED: 

Monday, Sept. 23 Monday, Sept. 30 ~ Alternate date of your choice 

Schoo I $Uv~ t!c ~~ 3 f{p - J :Z f I ---

Home 8'2$L~a;9~ ( .5fi;tL ~ YJ. CJ. ~8"0 7~ 
PHONE: 

- I //J .--r 1'?--7'- fJ . f?e{-~ ~~ /M...L 

V. L <; --.:J~/1._/ - rf d£Z'i!j . 



-
Si~ely yours, 

1 
-

Z- ,- ; ~7 ---~d( 'I/· ~7/Z/( !/ ' 
~dward J. Spanski, Jr. 
Executive Director 

CHEDK ONE, DETACH AND MAIL IN ENVELOPE PROVIDED: 

Monday, Sept. 23 / Monday, Sept. 30 A I ternate date of your choice ---
PHONE: :'>f" k!.ftl Schoo I L.-nz:y ~~ 

7~-:t--?lrHome ~ -~~~~ 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDE NT 

VE RONA WEST 
SE C ~ET • RY 

HUGH ATK INSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNT Y COMMI SSIONERS 

A H. MERRITT 
C HAI RMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROX IE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAuER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Dear Educator: 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 
September 13, 1974 

The Youth Division of the Surry County Bicentennial Commission is planning 
to develop a program in cooperation with the schools of Surry County to 
encourage an interest and awareness in Surry history. A meeting of alI 
history teachers in the county, with emphasis on United States and North 
Carol ina history teachers, is planned for these alternative dates: Monday, 
Sept. 23, or Monday, Sept. 30. The re is space below to indicate preference 
of date. You may also put down an alternate date of your own. The meeting 
wi I I be held at Surry Community Col lege in the teaching auditorium at 
7:30 p.m. A self-addressed envelope is included for your convenience and/or 
phone number to contact the Bicentennial Office. Please at the bottom 
include your home and school phone number. 

At this meeting, suggestions wi I I be discussed concerning the programs and 
some guide! ines drawn up for projects. Several possibi I ities are: 

I. devoting a week to Surry County history in class. 
2. sponsoring an essay contest on Surry history, folklore, Indians, etc. 
3. exhibits. 
4. pub! ication of a history magazine for three months in June, July, 

and August, 1976. 
5. inviting knowledgeable persons to lecture on Surry history in c lass . 

These are only suggestions; we would welcome your ideas and advice at this 
planning meeting. Please try to attend. Thank you. 

S i ?e I y yours, l ,I , · 

~ ' r -~ --~~!\ I/· ~7/?/( 1/ 
E'dward J. Spanski, Jr. 
Executive Director 

CHEDK ONE, DETACH AND MAIL IN ENVELOPE PROVIDED: 

V' Monday, Sept. 23 Monday, Sept. 30 ---- Alternate date of your cho ice --------
PHONE: School J? S"'- sth 

Home ~ '? S-- 5}// J 



Edward J. Spanski, Jr. 
Executive Director 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
COM\il tSSI'J "-

J DALE SIMMONS 

VERONA VI/EST 

HUGH ATK INSON 
W FRAI'<KLIN BADGETT 
DIANN A FOR REST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBeRTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUN TY CO"'"SS•CNERS 

A H MERRITT 
C<-<A IRMAN 

GASTON BRI NKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 

Name & kbi e. A II n u. t. t 
School Elk t n Ht'Jh .Sc Aoo / 
Home addre~s ~ ;;{ 9 fJO.k 1.JO C) d 

e 1 k ,;y , /\/. t . 

Ph . t ?S-3 &5<! 

Ph. 8 35- ? OJ'-/~ 

Area of Interest: Circle those areas which you would like to 
ryarticipate in f or the Bicentennial: 

1. Local hietory: research and writing. 

2. Genealogies; graveyard lists, 

3. India.n archaelogy 

4. Fall< music and instruments. 

5. Old Roads, sites, trails 

6. historical tours 

7. Play writing and production on local hist or.r theme. 

8. Handicnaft~ collections in pre-industrial home industries, 
fann tools, furniture making, · domestic economy, etc. 

(9.~ Dr~iing, sketching, painting, and photogra~hing of historic 
\ J sites in Surry Countyl 



Edward J.Spanski, Jr. 
Executive Director 

SURRY ·COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
COMMISSI;)N 

J . DALE SIMMONS 
PRE$l0E~T 

VERONA WEST 
SECHE r.oRY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W . FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMI SSIONE RS 

A H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 

Area of Intere~t: Circle those areas which you would like to 
narticipate in for the Bicentennial: 

@ L;;,cal hiatory: research and writing. 

2. Gen~alogies; graveyard lists, 

3. India.n archaelogy 

4. Folk music and inst~ents. 

5. Old Roads, sites, trails 

([!;j} historical tours 

7. Play writing and production on local history theme. 

8. Handicnafts collections in pre-industrial home industries, 
farm tools, furniture making, · domestic economy, etc. 

9. Dra-:.dng, sketching, painting, and phetograohing of historic 
sites in Surry Countyl 



Miss Shirley Moore 

Mr. Tony G. Phillips 

Mr. David H. Diamont 

Sandy White 

Harry o. Downs 

Bud Cameron 

J. E. Bradshaw 

w. c. Fletcher 

HOME PHONE: 

786-7606 

789-3446 

368-4591 

366-4834 

368-4135 

789-3531 

725-5715(Winston-Salem) 

874-2961 (Elkin) 

SCHOOL PHONE: 

786-4950 

786-6062 

386-8842 

368-4541 

786-2569 

386-8180 

386-8211 

(any time after Nov. 5th.) 



Youth Divtsion of Surry County 

Bicentenni.aJ. Commission 

\l..L Chris Jackson 
1265 N. Bridge St. 

:.::_"Elkin, N.C. 28621 
.. _- .e3533753 

Elkin High School, Sophomore 

2. Susan Perkins 
P.o. Box 755 
Pilot Hou..."1.tain, N.C. 27041 
368-2631 
East Surry High, Senior 

3. Ellen !-!:ills 
735 Greeru1ill P~. 
Hount Aj:ry, N. C • 27030 
786-7453 
Nount Airy Sr, High,._ c.Tuni.or 

4. Dianna Forrest 
327 Dudley Avenue 
.Hount Airy~ N.C. 27030 
789-3268 
HousB"",.dfa 

5. Paige Dodd 
Rt. 2, Box 123-A 
Pilot lttn. N;.C. Z/041 
351-2200 
Surry COmmunity College 

6. Rick Southgate 
7.34 Countr,y Club Rd. 
Mount Airy> N.C. 27030 
786-6464 
Hount Aj:cy Sr. High, Junior 

':{. Rpee Scott 
Box 321 
Dobson, N.C. 27017 
386-8946 
Surry Central, Senior 

8. Clip Aldridge 

EDdn, N.C. 28621 
835-3227 

9. Hark Pell 
Bo.xl25 
Pilot 11tn. , .. N.C. 27041 
368-25.39 

- 10. Roger Bowman 
Rt. 6 Box 500-A 
Hount Airy, N.C. 270.30 
.320-2410 
Surry Community College 

11. iianda Hayes 

835-2795 



Youth. Di'4,.sion of Surry County 

Bicentennial COII!Illission 

i• Chris Jackson 
1265 N. Bridge St. 

:.::.. "Elkin, . N. C • 28621 
.. _ ~ .6:3533753 

Elkin High School, Sophomore 

2. Susan Perldns 
P.o. Box 755 . 
Pilot Hountain,~ N.C. Z/041 
368-2631 
East S~J High, Senior 

3. Ellen NJ..Us 
. 735 Greenhill Rd. 
Mount Airy, N.C. 27030 
786-7453 
Hount Airy Sr, High, :Junior 

4. Dianna Forrest 
327 Dudley Avenue 
Hount Airy~ N.C. 27030 
789-3268 
Ho u.s e-lii.f a 

5. Paige Dodd 
Rt. 2, Box 123-A 
Pilot Htn. N;.C. Z704l 
351-2200 . 
Surry C6mmtmity College 

6. Rick Southgate 
734 Count17 Club Rd. 
Hount Airy, N.C. 27030 
786-6464 
Mount Airy Sr. High, Junior 

7. Rpse Scott 
Box 321 
Dobson, N.C. 27017 
386-8946 
Surry Central, Senior 

G. Clip Aldridge 

EJJd.n, N.C. 28621 
835-3227 

9. Hark Pell 
Box 125 
Pilot lv.itn. ,..N.C. 2704]. 
368-2539 

10. Roger Bowman 
Rt. 6 Box 5QO-A 
Hount Airy, N.C. 27030 
320...2410 
Surry Community College 

11. Wanda Hayes 

835-2795 
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COMMISSION 
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SECRET ARY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLE Y 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Dear Educator: 

TELEPHONE: 386- 8623 
September 13, 1974 

The Youth Division of the Surry County Bicentennial Commission is planning 
to develop a program in cooperation with the schools of Surry County to 
encourage an interest and awareness in Surry history. A meeting of alI 
history teachers in the county, with emphasis on United States and North 
Carol ina history teachers, is planned for these alternative dates: Monday, 
Sept. 23, or Monday, Sept. 30. There is space below to indicate preference 
of date. You may also put down an alternate date of your own. The meeting 
wi I I be held at Surry Community Col lege in the teaching auditorium at 
7:30 p.m. A self-addressed envelope is included for your convenience and/or 
phone number to contact the Bicentennial Office. Please at the bottom 
include your home and school phone number. 

At this meeting, suggestions wi I I be discussed concerning the programs and 
some guide I ines drawn up for projects. Several possibi I ities are: 

I. devoting a week to Surry County history in class. 
2. sponsoring an essay contest on Surry history, folklore, Indians, etc. 
3. exhibits. 
4. pub I ication of a history magazine for three months in June, July, 

and August, 1976. 
5. inviting knowledgeable persons to lecture on Surry history in class. 

These are only suggestions; we would welcome your ideas and advice at this 
planning meeting. Please try to attend. Thank you. 

si~l; yours, lfr . 
~ "' <_' .-z~\ , ~.~~/ 
~rd J. Spanski, r. 
Executive Director 

CHEDK ONE, DETACH AND MAIL IN ENVELOPE PROVIDED: 

Monday, Sept. 23 Monday, Sept. 30 Alternate date of your choice ---- ---- ----
PHONE: School --------------

Home 

• 
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SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Fre: Edward J. SpanPki, Jr., Executive Director, ~icentennial COJE. 

Te: Surry County Caaaisiioners. 

Re: Mcentennial Contest t o design County Seal. am County Flag. 

Date: Septeaber 12, 1974 

Proposal: The :eicentennial Commission under the Resear ch and 
Yeuth~J!DifiiUIX Divisions prepos' t.e s a a cent est to design 
&cl>leparrt- ee·hstJ f;w the county seal and fiag in the local 
junior high schools, the high schools, and Surry Ca.munity Cellege. 
There wuld be three cash awards (funds to come .f'rom existing 
budget of the ~icentennial COIIInission) of $50.00 first nrize; (Savings !ond 
$25.00 second pri•e (Savings !and); $10.00 cash. and several honorable 
mentions to be awarded cert.ifics.tes or SOlie aelllente11 This contest 
is designee to promote civic interest in eu- county am K"kk••ta 
in ~icentennial aaong our youth. 



MOUNT AIRY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

LO~l\"IE \V. BLEDSOE - PRI~CIPAL 

.TOHNXY PAUL LOKG - ASS"T. PRI~CIPAL 

MAUD M. COBLE - GUID. COUXSELOR 

1 011 N. South Street 
Mount Airy, N.C. 27030 

Dr. J. Dale Simmons 
819 Rockford Street 
Mount Airy, N. C. 

Dear Dr. Simmons: 

I would like to recommend two rlslng seniors 

March 29, 1974 

from Mount Airy Senior High School to your Bicentennial 
Planning Committee. I am sure they will be willing to 
work with you in any way you see fit to use them. 

LWB/t 

They are: 

Miss Ellen Mills 
735 Greenhill Road 
Telephone 786-7453 

Mr. Rick Southgate 
734 Country Club Road 
Telephone 786-6464 

If we can be of further help, please call on us. 

Sincerely, 

L. W. Bledsoe 
Principal 

{ 



NOTES ON SURRY COUNTY "PAST PROJECTS," PROGRAM OF RESEARCH INTO LOCAL CULTURAL 
AND POLITICAL HISTORY, FOR THE YOUTH OF SURRY COUNTY, 1974-76 

I. Our goals should be to encourage an awareness of personal participation in 

history, especially in the processes of social change. Secondly to increase 

communication between younger and older generations in the county; thirdly to 

build up contributions' to a permanent collection of archival and ethnic material, 

probably to be housed at the Col lege. 

2. We should begin this fal I by: 

(a) Meeting with the local high school teachers to gain this involvement in 

planning and their support. 

(b) Producing an attractive, simple, but thorough brochure to describe the 

program. 

(c) Planning visiting meetings to high school classes in groups to encourage 

participation, first to be carried out by Commission representatives, later 

to be followed up by locally avai !able experts in archaeology, music, and 

history, genealogical work, etc. to stimulate interest and give guidance. 

3. ~'le should have a regularly operating committee to approve projects, give help and 

suggestions, and co-ordinate communication between the workers and business 

leaders, ministers or other organizational leaders where needed. This committee 

should oversee the production of a "magazine" to publish (locally), the best 

of the I iterary productions, describe collections, I ist projects underway, 

and perhaps award prizes. 

4. We should get out (soon after conferring with local history teachers) a general 

letter to businessmen, ministers, newspaper editors, and anyone else who might 

be concerned informing them of our project, asking for their suggestions and 

information on what historical materials might be avai !able (or histories already 

written) relative to their own business, industry, church or community organization. 



-2-

5. Here are some topical suggestions for "past projects": 

-Industries 
-Churches 
-Schools 
-Banks 
-Newspapers 
-Civic Clubs 
-Family Histories 
-Local Communities 
-Recording Gravesites 

-Play writing and production on local history 
theme 

-Old roads or road sites, trai Is 
-Local music, ballads or instruments 
-Folk tales, superstitions, or home remedies 
-I nd ian reI i cs 
-Handicraft collections in pre-industrial 

home industries, farming tools, furniture 
making, domestic economy, etc. 

Where the project involves demonstration of a physical ski I I in the use of 

implements, musical instruments, etc., we should plan for the use of videotape 

and/or tape recording equipment to preserve these projects. 

6. For interesting collections, we should plan for displays during celebrations in 

1976, plus perhaps local "mini-museum" display centers to host "traveling" 

exhibits of the students' projects. 
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(CLASSIFIED MATERIAL) 

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE PUBLICATION OF A NE~/ HISTORY OF SURRY COUNTY BY 1976 (SUMMER) 

I. What is the necessary time to be allowed between the completion of a MSS 

and return of completed product for sale? I would make a guess at between 

5 and 10 months, allowing time for editing, proof reading, and correcting and 

printing-binding. The question could only be answered by the pub! isher 

himself, of course, but it should be settled before we commit ourselves to 

a specific date. 

2. Assuming 5 months between completion of MSS and pub I ication date, this gives 

a I ittle more than a year and a half for research, organization, and writing. 

It may be possible to make use of some of the earlier material turned up by 

"past projects" or by other private workers in the winter of 1974-75. Perhaps 

some of the projected archival-type material may be col fected by 1975, although 

this too might be slow in coming in. Would it not be wise to assume that 

actual writing could not begin before the summer of 1975, and that even then, 

it would involve almost a ful !-time job for several months, at least through 

the summer of 1975? 
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SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 

Yes! I am interested in participating in our Bicentennial Celebration 
in the following capacity! (Circle those activities in which you would 
serve.) 

Name /' A&'L- /JI{/tltf// Phone S K ~ cF.?'o/ 
Address:U# 2 1? ~ ;S6;c ~6;~ b n d-//l~v 
High or Junior High School.-'<J...c_O'_)t_~/t...;;.......f/'-·-_;;c::;....:..~---------­
or College 

Heritage Division: historical research; writing of county history; 
Black history; Indian history and archaelogy (arrowheads, pottery, 
burial mounds, etc.; genealogies--family histories. 

Festival Division: Don Nance, chairman: this division will put on 
a 300 cast historical musical extravaganza in the summer of 1976: 
we need Cast committee, stage managing, properties collected and 
supervision during show, costumes distribution and care, backstage 
work on props, curtains, electrical, sound, lighting, dancer, narrator, 
actors. 

Publicity Division: gathering information and writing, pictures, 
distribution of flyers, special projects. 

anning and executing events for particular days 
:t:ai¥~~~~~~76. Suggestions for projects invited: for example 

sporting events, canoe expeditions, bicycle tours, so on and so 

Other=---------------------------------------------------------------

************************************************************************* 
FOR COMMITTEE USE ONLY 

To Division Committee. ----------------
----------------~ ~------------------- -

,, 



COMMUNITY SUPPORT OPPORTUNITY 
(For .each person attending Community-wide Meeting) 

(Name of your Cel ebrati:_t;_o) 

_/? 
---(List Officers of Corporation) 

"' Yes! I am interested in participating i n our Celebration i n the follow i ng 
capacity! (Circle those activities in wMch you wou ld serv e . ) 

NAME \Jfrll-<6 ~y-~,{j PHONE 2/( --Lffi/ 
ADDREss/7/6 !5/t c:Jo /~ /J C/Jt.L_ ; /?z 7/ dJ/t.. V 

~ f / I 

ADULT STUDENT ORGANIZATION ------- ------- ----
REVENUE DIV!.SION "H: .. s~ o ::-:: ~_ - a ) b o oklet: sponso-rsh:: p or ads and his+onc al 
1naterial, merchand:.s i ng of n.ove~.r~ ;;•s ,, pJ ate sales -, coin distribution. 

WOMEN'S PARTICIPAT.:ON --·Formi ng "BelJes'' Chapter! 
bonnets, merchandising , ma:~L.ng, phone cal:: ~rew, offj ce 
help. Motorcade c aravans plann~.n.g and f.ollow - through. 

Dis t r i bution of 
and h e adquarters 

MEN'S PARTICIPATION - Forming "Brush" Chapter! Distributi on of hats , 
ties, merchand:i.sing, mai J:ing, -phone call crew , Qffi ce and headquarters 
help_, motorcade caravans pl ann:..ng and f ollow- through. 

QUEEN CONTEST COMMIT-:-:-EE ~ - Awards, nominations , arr a ngements for 
kick-off party, phon~ng, ma~ling, •abulati on. 

PATRON TICKETS ~·Mailing , phone follow-up, seating , hosti ng. 

TICKETS - Printing , ushe d.ng , box office, ofilce work., 

SPECTACLE (Show) - Cast committee, stage managing, properties collection 
and supervision during show, costumes distri bution and care, backstage work 
cin props, curtains, electrical, lighting, dancer, narrator, actor. 

PUBLICITY - Gathering and writing, pictures, distribution of flyers, special 
projects. 

SPECIAL EVENTS - Planning and executing events for particular days, 
coordination between 1nerchants with windows and public with items for 
display, parade work, Hospitality Center, Information Center, hosting 
dignitaries, de co rating Hospitality Center. 

OFFICE & HEADQUARTERS - Voluntee r help for typing, mailin g , waiting 
on customers, giving information, phone work , making signs, art work , 
decorating interior, windows . 

IT'S FUN! YOU CAN HELP MAKE IT A SUCCESS! 

---- ----- ----- --- -~ - -- -(for commi ttee use only)-· --- .. ----··- -- - - --- - .. ·- -- -- .. - --

TO DIVISION COMMITTEE 
CALLED BY Fok=R-A~B~o~v~E~D=I=v=IsroN ---------
RESULTS ----------

PERSON BEST SUIT ED FOR 

---------------------~-· 
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I TOTAL I I BALANCE I PAID m SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION PLEDGE CARD 

~ 
DO SOMETWNG MORE FOR THE BICENTENNIAL IN SURRY COUNTY 

I ,fi/Mirlll*li "I wish to contribute to the Surry County Bicentennial Commission" ll 

I TOTAL I I BALANCE I 611METIIIN6 
MDII£ : Name PAID 

Surry County American Revolution 
' Address Please Bill Me Quarterly D Bicentennial Commission 
I Or$ Per I City 

Pledge Card 
Signature 

' 
' Detach This Form and Mail With Your Contribution Today 

-

( ) It you are interested in participating in any of the activities of the Surry Coun\y Bicen-

Name tennial, please check here and specify your area of interest. 
Please add the names and addresses of anyone who might be interested in our program. 

Address MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Surry County Bicentennial Commission 
P. 0. Box 1776 

Dobson, North Carolina 27017 

Cit,' 
Your Contribution Is Tax Deductible 
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