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PJ.{OCEEDINGS. 

The eighty-fl fth annual session held with the church at 
Union, Surry county, N. C. , on ~· riday, Saturday and second 
Sunday, August lCJ, 11, and 1~ , 1817. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, 1917. 

l. The introductory sermon was preached by ltlder E. M. 
Barnard , of Mayo, from Prov. 9:1 : "Wisdom hath built her 
house," etc. 

2. After recess, the messengers met in the house, with 
prayer by Elder Ben F. Caudill, from Western Oklahoma 
Association. 

3. Elders M. M. Horton, from New River, S. J. Reich, 
fro:n Salem, and Cl Ddtrny, were appointed to preach in the 
afternoon. 

4. Received and read letters from all the churches, ex
eept Fi,;ihers Kiver, and seated their mes~engers. 

5. Called for petitionary letters and received one from 
tbH l.:burch at Conners Grove, ·asking membersbip,iu the as
Aociatwn. The church was received and her messengers, af
ter receiving the right hand of fellowHhip by the Moderator, 
were seated with us. 

6. Seated correspondents and visitors from sister associa
tions with 11s as follows: From Mayo, Elder E. M. Barnard, 
correspondent, and Brethren T. C. Hall, J. r. Payne and .J. 
E. Hutchens, visitors; From Salem, Elder S. J. Reich and .J. 
A. Thomas, correspondents, and· J. T. Hicks, C. A. Sprinkle 
and J. R. Peel, visitors; From New Hiver, Elders R. P. Vass 
aqd M. M. Hurton, correspondents; From .!\fountain, A. r 
Galyen aud J. M. Rector, correspondents, and and H ern• 

Ricliards and Emmett Richards, visitors ; From "\ 
Creek, Samuel McMillan, correspondent i Jfrom Western VK-

. . 
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laboma, Ji:lder Ben 11'. Caudill, visitor; and from Contentnea, 
Z · 1n, Little River , Ehenezer, Senter, Mountain, Abbotts 
Creek, Pig River, New River and Roaring River, a file 
of corresponding minute!:'. 

7. It was moved, seconded and carried that the Modera
tor and Clerk be elected by private ballot, and the present 
Modnator and Clerk were elected. · 

8. Agreed tbat the .Moderator and Clerk make all tempo· 
rary appointments, and tlwy appointed Elder H. D. Mickey, 
Albert Smith and J. T. Rigan, to act with thA ModArator and 
Clerk, as a Committee on Arrange::ni-nts; Brethren U. .J. 
Key and S. A. Taylor, a Committee on Finance; Eldf'rs 0. 
0. Key, D. Collins and J. R. Cruise a Committee on Corn.
i--pondence; J. M. Eldridge and A. Q. Hunter, with the Mod• 
1 1 a tor and messengers of this church, a Committre on Preaeb
i 11~; and Elders J. W. Creed anrl George Dellny a Comtnit
tt e on distribution of Corresponding Minutes. 

9. The Committee on Preaching reported, for Saturday, 
Elders J. M. Hoyal, George Denny, 0. J. Denny and H. D. 
Mickey, to preach at the stand, &nd R. P. Vass and 8en I<'. 
CJudill, to preach in the house in the evening: and, for Sun
day, Elders W. H. Atkinson, SamuPI McMillan, K M. Bar-
1>ard and Ben F. Caudill, to preach at thP stand, and A. M. 
Denny, L. T. Tucker, R. P. Vass and S. J. Reich, to prearh 
in the house. 

10. Adjourned till Saturday, 9 o'clock a. m. 

SATUlWAY lVloHNlNG, AUGUtl'f 11, ;)~H 7. 

1. The deliberations were opened with praise and prayer 
by Elder D. Coll ins. 

2. Called the roll and struck off the names gf ab~entees. 

3. The report of the Committee on Arrangements was re-
1 Jed and the committee dischargPd. 
4. Read the Rnles of Decorum. 

5. Heard the report of Bro~her .J. T. Riggan. His report 
watS received and his appointment continued, and Brethren· 
J.M. Eldridge and A. B. Key were appointed to serve with 
hirn in locating the Rock Spring church property, ~ivin~ to 
lheru the riKht lo call in sncb other help as they may deem 
to be necessary; and, if they find the interest in the sur
ronnding country ~ufficient, to proceed, a8 a building com· 
mi ttee, t :) erect another house for worship. The brethren of 
tho f'eVt'ral churcht's are requested to double their subscrip
tions for next year, that wemay have sllfficient funds to pay 
thi-: committeP. 

(). The Circular Letter was received and ordered to be at-
tached tu thet<e minutt:>s. 

7. 111 Mmp ' iirnce with the request of the church at Sto
rmy UrPek, ~~ 1 der:-i U. 0. Key, E. M. Barnard, D. Ct>llins, W. 
H. Atkin~on, with their vloderator, F. P. Stone, were ap· 
poi 11te<l to meet with said church on Saturday before the 3rJ 
f; ,111da y i 11 N•>V., 1917, for the purpose of enquiring into the 
1~ ;tll : u~d q 111tlification::i of Brother J. S. Morrison atid t11 sBt 
hi rn apart tu tbe work of the ministry, if found orthodox. 

8. In compliance with the requetSt of the church at Lib
erty, Elder G. Denny was appointed to write the obitua·ry of 
J)p;iCO!l L. B. Alberty. 

H. T11P. Committee on Correspondence reported as follow:0: 
'l'.1 A bh•>tts Creek, l£lders H. D. Mickey, G. 0. Key and L. 
T. Tucker; To Mayo, Elder G. 0. Key, A. Q. Hunter and J. 
S. :\-lurrison ; To Smiths River, Elder::; F. P. Stone, D. Col
lins and J. H.. Cruise; To Mountain, Elriero H. D. :.1ickey, 
J. M. R0yal and W. H. A.tkin'!on; To Z1<rn, W. H. Atkinson 
~rnd .J. ~- Crnise; To Salem, Elden• Geori?:e Denny anrl A. 
M. Dwnv; To Roaring River, Elc.iPr .J. M. Royal, J. T. Rig
f!an and :J. M. Ei<lri<lge; To New H.iver, Elder J. K Cruise, 
I{. W. Mosley and C. W. Stone. 

10. Elder G. 0. Key wa::; <ip!Jointed to write the 11ext Cir-
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cular Letter. 

11. The Clerk was ordered to pa..y to Brother J. T. Riggan 
four dollars for his services. Balanee of surplus in Clerk's 
hands to be r11tained by him to pay all expenses for station
ery, postage, etc. 

12. Called on correspond en ts to report. Some of them re
ported their attendance, and those who did not attend were 
excuser!. 

16. Agreed to hold the next session of th:i-i association 
with the church at Little Vine, one mile north west from 
Dobson, Surry county, N. C., to begin on Friday before the 
second Sunday in August, 1918. 

14. Agreed to have 1,200 copies of these minutes printed, 
to be distributed in the way and manner the Clerk sha 11 
t bink best,. 

l5. Agreed to give our Clerk the usual fee of ten dollar~. 

16. The Committee on B'inance reported : 

Heceived from the churches......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30 .6:1 
Balance in Clerk's bands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 6.21 
Paid for printing a11d postage ................ . ....... $20.00 
Paid Clerk's fee......................................... 10.00 
Paid to Brother J. T. Riggan.... . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 4 .oo 
Remainder of surplus given to Cler!{ fur expeses..... .. . 2.86 

Sums total.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36. 86 $36 8f1 

17. Adjourned till after preaching services this afternoon. 

18. August 11th, p. m. There being no other i.rnsiness the 

a.:;sociation offered a resolution of thanks to the brethnn, 
sisters and friends for their generous hospitalities while en
tertaing this session of the association. 

19. These minutes were read and approved and sig11ed by 
W. H. ATKINSON, Mod. 

F. P. SrnNE, Clerk. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Being appointed to write a Circular Letter for the con
sideration of the brethren and si::iters of the Fishers River 
Primitive Baptist Ast:mciation, and those with whom we are 
in correspondence; aud, rnalizing the fact tha·t we, the Prim
itive Baptist, as a whole, are one people, bound together by 
the cords of love, the heirs of one kingdom, and joint heirs 
with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I shall proceed to 
address you as one body. 

I will use .John 14:1,2, (or my subject. "Let not your 
heart be troubled : ye believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father's house are many mansions : if it were not so, I 
would have told yon. I go to prepare a place for you." "ln 
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." He 
divided the waters which were under the firmament from 
t:Oe waters which were above the firmament, and called the 
fir1 ;1ament h 9aven. And the waters under the heaven were 
gathered togPther unto one place and the dry land appeared, 
and he cal le.I the dry lanJ earth. Heaven is my throne anri 
the earth is my footstool. But J esu3 did not say, In heaven 
are many mansions, but "In my Fathar'.:3 hou.:ie." The earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof. Solomon said, "He 
uruught me to his banqueting house and his banner over me 
was love." And when Jacob awoke out of sleep, he said, 
"rlow dreadful is this place! this is none othet· but the hou 'e 
of Gl>d, and this is the gate of heaven. This is the h 'rn ,e 
that Christ spoke of, when he said, "In my Father's hous ~ 
are many mansions. * * * I go to prepare a place fo ,· 
you.'' He went down into death for his bride, the church; 
and all of the redeemed of the Lord belong to the church 01' 

Uod. "In my Father's house are many mansions.'' A nun
sion jg a btately house. So our houses of worship arci c.rn-
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sidered, by the children o.f Uod, tu be the house of God, and 
our organization the church of the living Ood, a houf:e for 
tile poor way\\orn pilgrim while he remains in this world. 
Knowing tbat hif: ehildren could not all wor~bip at one 
pL· ce God foreordained that in his house Rhou Id he many 
mansiens (churchef'), and they are of the Lord's planting. 
w .... beliPVe ttrnt God or<lained that the children of Israel 
E'hould be and remain a separate peoplt:>. Come out of her, 
my people, and be ye a separate people. The chil<lren of I>· 
iael we1e forbidden to take unto themst>lves strange wives. 
l:ut Solomon, a king of lsrael, pronrl anfl vain, took 11nt11 

bimself seven hundred wives; and, wht:-n he gri>w to be r id, 

thev turned away hi~ heart and he worshiped otlnr gods. 
Ch~ist cho!-e but one bride and all of his svrnpathies ,a11d af 
hction were with her, his bride, the church. S 1 we art:: 110 

more under the law, but under graCt'. Therefore b~1 the 
d~1 ds of tbe law there shall no flesh I e jui-iLherl in hiB ~i~b1. 
Now, under the reign of grace, we have n11 scriptural right 
tu join ourselws to nor to mingle with other organiza 1 inns: 
for if our nanHs are written in the Lqmh'il book ot ld"P, au.! 
we have been received into one of our churches, Christ 1Jr10-
pared the place for ue. So our churchee (mansion8) are es
tal lisbed in the house of God, the ~pi ritual kingrlom. "A 
gardrn enclosed is my ~ponse." Cbril'-t found his hridP in 
hiB Father's house. How tair is thy love, my sister, my 
spouse? How much better is thy love than wine'? "The Bpir
it (God) and the bride (the c·hurch) say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." Now we see that all who are born into 
this kingdom, the house of God, are invited to go home to 
t hf'ir friends, the church. "This is the way, walk ye in it." 
So it becomes us to adorn our p'rofossion with an orderly 
walk ~nd a godly conversation. "If ye have bitter envi:>ying 

a 
and strife i!! your hearts, glory not, !!nd lie not against the 

truth. This wisdom decendeth not from above, but is earth

ly, sensual, devilish. * * But the wisdom that is from above, 

is first pure, then peaceable, gent)~, and easy to be entreated, 

full of mercy and good fruits." ''Wherefore E!eeing we also are 

compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily . beset 

us, aud let us mo with patience the race that is set before us, 

looking unto .Jesus the author and fini8her of onr faith. 

Your brother in hope, 

F. P. Sm.NE, 

'.rHE PREACHING. 

Friday· -1. Elder M. M. Horton, 2 Tim. 4:2. 2. Elder S. J. Reich, from Ilag
g·i 2:iJ. 3. Elder G. Denny, from-. 

Saturday-- l. Elder J . M. Hoyal, from Malachi :-1:16. 2. Elder George Denny, 
from Matt. ():19. 3. Elder O. J. Denny, from 1 Cor: 15:55,56. 4. 

Elder IL D. Mickey, from Rev. 5:1. 5. Elder Robert, P. Vass, from 
Heb. 10:24,25. 6. Elder Hen F. Caudill, from--Clerk failed to get 
l1i'l text. 

.Sunday-I. Elder W. H. AtkinsoD, from .Ps. 122:l. 2. Elder Samuel McMillan, 
from Ps. 2:7,8. 3. Elder E. M. Barnard, from 2 Oor. 5:2. 4. Elder A. 
M. Denny, from Col. 3:1-4. 5. Elder L. T. Tucker, from Isa. 55:4. 

6. Elder R. P. Vass. 7. Elder S. J. Reich. 8. Elder Ben F. Caudill. 
The Clerk failed to get the subjects used by the last three ministers. 

F. P-. b'l'ONI<:, Clerk. 
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DlSTIUBIJTlON OF MINUTES TO i:HSTEH ASSOCIATIONS. 

• Associations Clerks Postoffices No. of Min. 

Abbotts Creek, ... A. L. Owen,. ........... R. ll, Salisbury, N. C..... . ..... 15 
Contentnea, ..... J.P. Tingle, ........... Grantsboro, N. C....... . . . . . 22 
Ebenezer, ....... W. L. Carpenter, ...... Brightwood, Vlri.rinia . . . . . . . 14 
Kehukee, ........ Elder B. S. (.)owing, .... fL. 2, Williamston, N. C.... . 15 
Ketocton, . ...... Elde1· T. s. Daltoo, 3024 Prestrnan St. Baltimore, Md. 15 
Little River, ..... Elder J. A. T. Jones, ... McCullers, N. C........... . . . . 2l 
L. Country Line, J. H. Goocb,. .......... Stem, · N. C ............. .. .... 15 
May«•, ............ Elder E. )1. Barnard, .. Peters Creek, Virginia . .... .. l!t! 

l\Iountain, ........ J.M. Rector, ..... . .... Baywood, Virginia........... 17 
Mates (]reek .... H. S. Carter, .......... Coleman. Ky.... .. . . . .. . . .. If> 
New River, ...... Elder F. P. Branscome, Laurel Fork, Virginia .... .. . . . 20 
1-'ig River, ....... Eld. E. L. Blankenship, Boone Mill, Virginia .......... 20 
Roaring River, ... M. L. Lyon, ......... Trap Hill, N. C. .. . .. . . .. .. .. . ll 

8taunton River, .. R. L. Dodson, ......... Ringg61d, Virginia............ l.') 
U. Country Line, S. J. Hall, ............ Cedar Grove, N. C .. .... . ... .. . If> 
Zion, ............ Elder .It. T. Monday, ... Mt. Airy, N. C.... . . . . . . . .. .. ll 
Senter, ........ J. 11'. Hartzog, ....... . . Boon, N. C ......... . .. . .. . .... 14 
8miths River,. ... Elder J. D. Cockram, ... Floyd, Virginht . ...... ... ...... llU 
Halem, ............ W. L. Teague,. ......... Winston-Salem, N. C.......... 15 

Total No .......................................................... 310 
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