
PROFILE 

Jim 
Bray 

FU LL NAME: James Russel l Bray 
Reti red Teacher, 

Substitute Teacher" 
Elki n 

79 

OCCUPATION: 
" Professional 

BIRTHPLACE: 
AGE: 
FAMTLY: Wife , LuEva Bray; 

Child ren , Jim Bray , 

EDUCATION: 
Katy Hoyng 

Mount Ai ry High 
School; Virginia 

Mi litary Instiune; 
Jul lia rd School; 

Appalachian State 
University (Mas te r's Degree) 

Teaching And 
Communicating 

Wi th Young People 

HOBBIES: 

By TIM PR EST ON 
News Sta ff \ Vrit er 

God. country, wife, children and lots of c:ood music - all Jre 
pan of Jim Brny ' s secret for lo ng life and -happiness . 
. Brny, 79, says his childhood days in ~!aunt Airy offer some 

sag,~1 ficant mcmones, but only one that truly innuenced his life. 
W~n I was small we had three th ings which stood out. The 

most Important was when my mom and d.Jd (Molly R. and 
James S .. Bray~ ~ent lO church, we wem with them. They didn ' t 
ask, w~ JUSt did u - I went to chu rch with them from the umc 
I was JUSt a small boy until the ti me I graduated from high 
school," Bray recalled. 

The rema ining two things that stand out in Jim Bra>•'s memory 
are the "Chatagua," a traveling summer program that came w 
lD';':'n for two weeks each summer, and 10-cent movies. 

We went 10 The Earle (theater) a lot. It was down there 
across the street from the Snappy Lunch. S3 turday afternoons, d>e 
how cost ~ d1me and It was a nickel for popcorn. 1 had w 

scour the linoleum floor and get a ba th to m:tkc the fifteen ccms 
for Saturday afternoon, and I still hJd to be home by 
suppertime.·· 
~~y says ent~rtai':men t took simpler forms du ring th:Jl crJ . 

e went swLmm mg in the ri vers. wh1ch were very safe m 
those days . We would go lO sec the tram come in every n1ght. 
We liked to watch all the ~pie get off and ride in j itneys. A 
lot of ~pie would !-3ke a JHney Ol!t lO White Sulphur Springs. 
~~~~ ~II c~~~·n=-ate Sulphur Spnngs was a beautifu l place, a 

. ' 'They had peacocks - of cou.-se. we arc talking back in the 
20s here: It was very ~~u la r as a resort. a hea l th resort . They 
~i~. bowlmg there, a pavahon and dances. and the springll," Bray 

"But that was how people traveled. by tr.lln. E\ery night that 
w~_a ntual, go down and see the train.'' 

When be w3sn' t watchinf trains. swimming in the ri vers or 
attendmg ''protracted rev iva meetings," Bray worked in a feed 
mill wath his father. 

"He always had something for me lO do, even af it wa s SJC­
ki ng cobs. I liked 10 th ink I worked just as hard as he did. If I 
wasn' t djrty enough to look l ike I had worked h:ml I would go 
by the 0our bin and ru b some of that on my shirt. Tha t way I 
looked hke I had rea lly been at it." the longt ime Mount Airy 
res ident said. 

School and educa tion in general also were much different in 
Bray's formative years, he said. " We kept down to the basics. I 
got one of Lhe bes t educations in m3th from H. 1. Finch, he's 
the one the (Mount Airy High} gym is named after." 

Bray saad there were no large classes at Mount Airy High 
School and tha t athletes did no t travel to gJm<~ by bus. " If yo u 
went you took a taxi or j ust a private car."' 

By the time he graduated in 1930 he says he knew where he 
wanted to go nex t, Virginia Mil itary lnstiLUte. 

"I think I was grea tly innuenced by one locJ I fellow, Bob 
Fay. He IS the brother of Sis Hennis. He'd come home wi th that 
umform and I had seen all the marching and everything. Boy djd 
that look good to me!" Bray recalled. 

" When I got there (to VMI) it just seemed d1J1 I belonged. 
Not that I am really a mili tary person, but I fell that I needed 
that discipl ine ror college. 1 went right in the Dcprcssaon. 1930. 
It was tough. It cost S905 for the complete yr~ r - unifonns. 
books and everything ." 
. A fLC r his days at YMI. Bray returned home and worked stnng· 
mg lObacco bags unul he had saved cnouch monC) to pursue his 
dreams of music. When the money looked ra ght he packed h1s 
bags and enrolled for two years at the Jull iard Srhool of music 
m 'cw York. It was there he met music legend Burl l ves. the 
m:m who wou ld introduce Bray to his fuwrc w1fc . 

"Bu rl inLioduccd me to a girl from Iowa named LuEva Sh(' 
was a much better musician than I was." he saH1 ]\'C:O: mu~t h:1vr 
known whJt he was doing. The two were m:~.rnrd 1n Jl}:-;:-; 

" I took the whole family to a conccn (Burl he~ ) pb y~d at the 
~ tcvcns Center (_m Wmston·Salem) b st yr:u-:· Rra~ ":nd ... \\'he n 
II was over I sa1d. "Look what you sCirtcd: and h~· s:wJ, 'I dad 

a pretty ?~)ol'~· ·• ·--!- ·' , ~· . 

to s~• ."C lu~ :.ountry in 1941. Two years l ~ucr willie at C.tmp 
Po.lk m l.>cRaddcr. La .. Ka thleen LuEva Bray, the couple's fir"! 
ch1ld. W<l:-. Mm. Bray served in the 11th A rmored DIVISIOn of 
Patton's Thi rd A nny until leaving the service in P).J 5. 

."M y commi :o:s ion paid off and I came out a licutenam coiPncl." 
sa1d Bray. 

When hi s tour of duty ended he sa id he and his wtfc and 
ch ild pac:.:c: d everythi ng they had into an old Buick "'wi th truck 
tires" and hit the road. "My wire and liulc girl were wi th me 
~verywhc.rc 1 ~en~" Bray sa id. "We could put CVCf) thing wt: h:td 
10 t.hat Old BUICk.' 

Jim . and LuEva ~ray spent their umc smging and pcrform in!! 
111 vanous community and church C\'Cnts and were hlcsscd wath J 

second child in 19-16. James Donnelly Br.ty v.as born \l.hilc the 
couple li ved on Cherry SLicc t in Mount Aary. 

Th1.nking back on his old days in bhow ba;r, 13rJy s:~.id Burl 
Jvcs as r.ot the only t:Jicnt he worked with htforc 5~t.:tr<lom c:Jmc 
A you t~g man n:tmcd Andy Griffith was also a rohon The ''~o 
were hath featu red in a loc:tl production or .. Till' B:mcred Rndc. 

" He :.~ l w:t ys h:.1tl that humorous sp:Hk in hun. lie mh~~litcd :1 
lot ol th:ll from his mom:· Bray s:11d of the Mount A1n n:tti\ C 

Jim Rr:ty la:I !' lung since forsaken hiS drc:tms or tx·mt:_ a ~m~ 
mg Sl.tr. TI1esc d:t)S hr say!' Ius rcw:.tHh co111c from ht~ chun.:h 
:md th1· young pcopk he work~; v.nh ~~ a tuwr .and "J•rplc:.;,Jon;d 
\Ub~IIIUIC h.'achcr." 

..HO\\ r:tn you h:l\'C an~ thmg h111 a poSit tv~ outk)o.,k nn lift.: 11 
you ' re surrouudcd by all tho~c young encrg.c t1 ~o: JX"npk ! .. h .. : 
th\'011/C(l 

11Hl .. ~' young people tend ro a:-k tlll~ !<.:lim' <.JIIl"'tum. :Klmdm~.: 
to Br;l\ "They all a ... k. 'IIO\\ did )f'U Jn, ~~ yot11 lan _~.:~· r I ~ 
.th~J~ .., lt•ll tlwm I £\~l Ill) nn!! cw~hl !'it ~ rnd ;Ho\, ~{li l·l•u\.i 
J'UI,~ tn.ng The~ \\ ilOil'd to w~c my \dink h;trh.l hut \\.tlll.t ; ..• :.! 
·.\\:HI :nHl .lri ml', pr;, ~ ~bou1 •t ? .llllk' mor~· 11ll') kk,l..l'd Jl n 
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"You know. I h:.td a roommate for Uucc months that neve-r 
c\Cn IIOIICCd it was gone unti l I mentioned i t. " Bray conlinucd. 
" I ~ ! ways tel l the k ids to Jearn a lesson from it - and I always 
ask them, i f I hJd i t back what would I do with i t?" 

Werling with young people serves to inspire Jim Br.1y and he 
says hr wJ nts to return that inspiration through educa tion and 
learni ng. ThJt would explain why he has decided 10 write a ~k 
to help students wi th one or t.hcar major troubles, math. 

"1 have l1ken notes through all t.hese ye.1rs. I know what g1\'\!S 

t.hesc kids the most problems and I know what they like," B r~y 
cxpbined. ·Tm culling out all the fr ills. I'm making it simple. 
I'm pbnning to call it M:t th Pure and S1mple (Lc.arn inc. C:.n Ill.! 
Fun)." .... 

Thr hook wall cmph:ts iz.c common sense and l ogi~ :md should ~ 
tx- qu•t~· useful 10 adultS who want 1.0 help their chi ldren with 
math. BrJy hrlaevcs. 

As ..t person who h:.~s l ived an ex tremel y rich and varied Iifcs-
t~ 1c Js :.t musacian, soldier, teacher, pilot and father, Jim Bray 
touhl Lhoosc ~ny number of accompl ishments to list as his 
prourlc\L He says thr jrwc l in his crown has been shining since 
19'' 

"!knot: m:~rn ed to 3 V.llfltlcrfu l woman. LuEva, for 53 years, 
a.l!:tt '' tlh' .U.:-.:< l rnpli ~hmcm that make~ illl.' proudest. " 

Farorite Book : Till' Biht. 
Farvrite Food: "1/omcmude pan-frlt'<l chicken , home­
'11cJ h ~.t rmy and hiscuits" 
r.·11·orite \Iurie: 
J'rn urilt Song: 

" Ren Jlw ' 
"If ll' i1h All 

"-rt.,. r. -- -: - .. " 


