
TO: County Bicentennial Chairmen 
County Trail Marshalls 
Selected Interested Guests 

RE: OVERMOUNTAIN VICTORY TRAIL RALLY 

Dear Revolutionary Friends: 

CO-EXECUTIVE OIRECTORS 

W. H. PLEMMONS 
APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA 28607 

ARTHUR H. DEROSIER , JR . 
EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 

JOHNSON CITY. TENNESSEE 37601 

407 East Howard Street 
Boone, North Carolina 28607 
July 31' 1975 

An important rally is being staged at the handsome CENTER FOR CONTINUING 
EDUCATION on the campus of Appalachian State University to distribute 
brochures, maps, emblems, and receive progress reports on the Overmountain 
Victory Trail. 

The date is Thursday, August 21, 1975, at 7:00p.m. Dinner will be served 
banquet style, 11 dutch treat 11 • Among those expected will be Dr. Gratis 
Williams, Chancellor for A.S.U. and expert on the Appalachians, and Bob 
Harmon, local folk singer. 

This being during the vacation period and at such a distance from many of 
our participating counties, it is particularly urgent that we have a 
confirmation from each of you who plan to attend • • • and any persons 
you may wish to bring as your personal guests. 

Be sure to confirm your intentions to be here so that we may have adequate 
food prepared and served promptly. At the two previous meetings we had many 
more than was expected, but our facilities at the Center for Continuing 
Education will not allow for many extra meals at a last minutes notice. 
Don't let this deter.you from making this visit to Boone - just help us plan 
ahead to be able to serve you in the grand manner of this marvelous University 
facility. 

There is much big news in the offering and I hope to see you here personallyo 

Cordially, 

vfrJ Cci&J 
R. 1. (Rip) Collins 
Grand Marshall 



OVd\l>iOUNi' AIN VICTORY TRAIL HAILING ROOTER •••••• August 11 1975 

Na:nes F. Gd addresses for meeting at Continueing Education Center, ASU, Boone, N.c. 
Meetinz: Dutch Treat Banquet, reply requested, Thursday, August 21, 1975 at 7:00 P, H. 

CARTER COUNTY: Tenn. 

1.. Judge Ibn Allen, E1.izabebtton, Tenn. 376l.t3 
2. Carlisle Stafford, Dir. Carter Co. Cha.11ber of Com:nerce, ·Elizabethton, Tenn. 376l.t3 
). Torn Gr~y, Route 8, Elizabethton, Tenn. J76l.t3 
4. JL~ Burleson, Roan Mt., Tenn. 
5. 
AV':~R.Y com:rry, N. c. 
'i. HaightEltill Aver<Jt Jr., County Agricultural A;·;., nt, Newland, N/ c. 
2. Doran Robbins, I~wland, N. c. 
3. ~obe · t Aldrid~, Box 264, Crossnore, N. c. 
u. Dean Bare , Crossnore, N. c. 
5. Rev. J ackie Eryant, Newland, N. c. 
6. Ann Held HR~pton, Route 21 Uewtand, N. c. 
MITC~ELL COUr:."TY, N. c. 
l. T. V. Hall , tlo:;..?'J02, S .1ruce Pire, N. a. 
2. Hale Puchana n, Houte 2, Box 156, Spurce Pine 
3. t.Uchal Hobson, Box 133, Spruce Pine, N. c. 
4. 'II. Y. Bro~m, 10) Rhododendron St., S ) ruce Pine, N. 0. 
5. Hilliam H. La~-ren~e, Jl4, Swiss Pine Lake Dr • .:>pruce Pine, N. c. 
6. Dr. \Jilliam Davenport, 602 Greenwood Road, Spruce Pine , N. c. 
tid'!OYe\.t COUNTY', N. C. . ~ 
l. Larry Hogan, 1r5 Cross St., Marion, N. t,;• 

2. Tommy Norton, Old Fort, N. c. 
3. Charl es H. Breenlaa, Route 3, ~arion, N. c. 
4. Robert L. Rowe, 109 Greenwood Dr. Harton, N. c. 
5. Bud Robertson, Rt 2, Box 7h, Old Fort, N. c. 
6. Mrs. Mild~d Fossett, 104 Sincl:>ir St., Narion, N. ~. 
7. Mrs. Rhom ~nglish, Route 3, Marion, N. c. 
B. Mrs. John r.hilders, Route 3, Marion, N. c. 
BfiRKE CO!_:!ITY. N. C. 
t. Dr. E'lr.mett R. tJhit,e , Box 265, Rutherford Colluge, N. 0 • 28671 
2. Gordon Boger, Belair Sstates , .M~rganton, N. c. 
3. Har~J Hallyburtan, Drexel, N. ~. 28619 
4. John Randolph, 2)7 ·')ark Drive W·;st, Morganton, N. c. 
5. nanny Liru:;erfelt, 6 .)2 Alexander Ave., l'iorr,anton, N. c. 
6. Ns . Edna r.lae H:3 r man, 94 Bast Ave., Horgani:.on, H. c. 
1. Dr. Eward A1ifer, Jr., L25 King St., Morganton, N. c. 
8. Hrs . i1ary Haynes, Box 505, Granite Falls, N. t;. 
RUT!FR,..ORD r,ry ~i'fY 7 N. C. 
1. Sa11 R. 'lbomas, 2t)6 l·resthaven Street, Forest City, N. c. 
2. Fred .Burgin, Route 4, Box 2Go, Rutherfordton, t~. c. 
3. Jim Kennedy HI, Box L97, Forest City, N. iJ. 
4. To:n !·IcS·,o~.:lin, RFD , BoBtic, N. C. 
5. Hilbur iJrit~ut, 87~ Price Street, Fore:.;t City, N. c. 
6. Susan HcBrayar, iastover Drive, Forest City, N. c. 
POLK C·.)H1Jr{, N. C • 
i. Lt. GolttnlmCer, Paul B-o..ttler, Longbranch, Tr.rcn, N. c. 
CllliRO~E COU::TY '- S • C. . ,. "' 
t. Mr. H::tl:y .loss, ROute 1, .l:!ox 1L2), Blacksburg, .;>• v. 
2. Hrs. Annie Laurie Ha:11I'ick1 Route l, Hick:ory, Grove , s . ~· 29717 · 
). Nrz Hobert Ho..: ley, Ly·n:.::.n 3t., Go.ffnzy, ""• c. 
!1• Paul tJeal, 101 ~lai rborne St., Baicksburg, s. "'· 29702 
5. T. ii . Hp.._y·t:s, Route 3, Gaffney, s. ~. 
6. Cha!"l. :; etty, 404 D g\vO~)d Dr., Gaffney s. c. 
1. Craig Turner, Box 1023 , Gaffney, .;>• c. 
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CONSORTIUM 

TO: County Marshalls 

RE: Over-Mountain Victory Trail 
The -Ballad of the Over-Mountain Men 

rear Marshalls: 

CO-EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

W. H. PLEMMONS 
APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA 28607 

ARTHUR H. DEROSIER . JR . 
EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 

JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE J7601 

407 East Howard street 
Boone, North Carolina 28607 
September 4, 1975 

Ron Hester, radio WATA, Boone, North Carolina, has taped the Ballad 
of the Over-Mountain Men and is mailing a copy to your local radio 
stations. Please call your station and ask them to play the recording. 

After they play it, call on your local marshalls and ask them to call 
the radio station and request they play the ballad again. 

Enclosed is a copy of an article from the Charlotte newspaper regarding 
a ballad used as a signal during the Over-Mountain March. Please make 
every effort to see if we can locate additional words and the original 
tune. 

Consult with your Publicity Marshall and make sure this information is 
used along with other materials from your county. 

Ask the Publicity Marshall to send us a copy of any releases being 
made in your area. 

RLC/jw 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 
n. 

t:'lJf' 
Ro 1. (Rip) Collins 
Grand Mar shall 
Over-Mountain Men March 



: · ... ' ~ . ... 
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I'm trying to track down an early American folk song 
called Barney Lynn, popular in the Carolina colonies 
more than 200 years ago. I'd appreciate any help you 
can give me because I've exhausted every · apP.roach I 
can tllink of. G. Y., ~harlotte. 

References to th'is comical Irish /ballad are scanty, ·: 
sket'Chy and scarce. The Library of Congress, some uni- • 

' versity libraries, museums, local historians and ballad : 

fi. 

collectors · provided a few _ 
references to the song 
(and to the incident in 
whkh it figured) /but none 

· of them could provide the 
words or music. According 
to the story, the song was 
used as a signal to warn 

mountain patriots that the 
British and Tories 'Were in 

the area. We asked the 
Schiele Museum in Gaslo· 

nia · for · information; it 
asked Bill Craig, a student 
of Kings Mountain and 

Gaston County history, and Craig found it on page 37 of 
.-. .. _ ~v, ,_ .'i' : ._. Cope and Wollman's "History of Gaston County." The one 

verse reprinted there (there must have <been many 
more) goes: "Barney O'Linn had no britches to wear, So 
he got him a sheepskin to make him a pair. With the 
skinny side out and the woolly side in, They were nice, 
light and thin - Said Barney O'.J.;inn." The tune is no 
longer known, ·but. try ''Cumberland Gap." That fils. 
Graig says there's a reference to the song in the '.'Mem­

. oirs of David Vance." V·ance participated in the Battle 
. . of Kings Mountain. 

,., • ) .ftp· · 

r 



BALLAD OF THE OVER-MOUNTAIN MEN 

BY 

RIP COLLINS 

Red-coated Major Ferguson sent the word 
The sternest warning ever yet heard 
"Come down the mountain ye rustic backwater men 
And swear that loyalty to the King again." 

At- Sycamore Shoals over one hundred mi 1 es away 
One thousand men mustered on that September day. 
"Spread the word that Jack Sevier sings 
Over these mountains freedom rings." 

Up Doe River, across High Yellow Bald 
Rode the mountain men in saddles tall. 
"Tell young Ferguson his answer we do bring 
Forever liberty despite his British King." 

Down North Toe river banks they iode 
Clad with buckskin in frontier mode. 
"Where is yon Major Ferguson and his Troy ring 
Who doth taunt Freedom's sting?" 

On they rode to Gillispies Gap 
Before settling for a third night's nap. 
"Tell young Ferguson so young and proud 
His brilliant military career is under a cloud." 

One column down North and one down Turkey cover 
On to Quaker Meadows the mountain men rode. 
"Ferguson, Ferguson with your loyalist band 
Have you heard and left this land?" 

Down Silver Creek to Bedford's Hill 
The brave mountain men rode at will. 
"Young Ferguson is here no more 
He's headed south beyond Gilbert's store." 

Down Cane Creek to Gilberts town 
Now joined by Winston and Cleveland around. 
"Major Ferguson have ye slipped away?" 
"We brought our answer for your king today." 

On rode the mountain men toward the scene 
On to ilie banks of the river Green. 
"Has Ferguson lately passed this way?" 
"We're sorry that he couldn't stay." 

. " 



From the Ford swi f t to Cowpens fields 
Rode mountain men of determined wills. 
"Ferguson, Ferguson we your answer bring." 
"Tarry yea while and hear Freedom ring." 

He's headed now East to meet Cornwallis strong 
Came the word from a farmer wronged. 
"Major Ferguson, Ferguson slow ye down 
We'll speak with ye before Charlotte town." 

On Kings Mountain he finally stood 
As the backwood's army hoped he would. 
"Ferguson, Ferguson, we came to fight." 
"Ye~ll J~arn about free men before the night." 

On King's ridge, a cairn of rocks pile high 
Marking the spot where he doth lie. 
"Ferguson, Ferguson once young and proud." 
"Here freedom rang and tyranny bowed." 

• 
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APPALAt;HIAN 

CO-EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

W. H. PLEMMONS 
APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOONE. NORTH CAROLINA 28607 

ARTHUR H. DEROSIER. JR. 

\ 
\ 

EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 
JOHNSON CITY, TE~~Ii5SEE 37601 y 

' I.> ', 
' ,, ... 
· . 

. ,. 

To: 

Re; 

\ 
I 

Participants in Kick-off meeting 

Overmountain Vijctory Trail 

4 April 1975 
."'''· 

Dear Revolutionary friend: 
I 

to 

Your attendance/ and enthusiasm contributed measurably 

the success of tne planning meeting in Morganton Thurs-

day evening. 
j 

The plan designed for full participation within each 

county means we can share the fun of the organizational and 

promot~onal work for the success of the historic trail. It 

' also means that each county is a vital ·link necessary for the 

total mapping, marking and celebration of that historic march. 
Please work immediately and directly with your chairman 

select and register the important members needed for the task 
force within your county. Immediate action is needed especial­
ly to complete 'the mapping. 

A tenative meeting in Morganton for all members of each 

County Task Force is being planned the first Thursday in May • 

. Let's wor:~: forward to it together. 

. - . - . ~ 

~ _'· £ 



Mr. Bob Foy 

APPALACHIAN CJ SOnTIUM 
APP ALA ,H AN STATE UNIVE:flSITY 

407 E. Howard Street 
Boone , N. c. 286o7 

154 West El m Street 
Mount Airy, N. c. 27030 

He = Overmount ai n • ictory ·rr a.il, reenact."Tlent march 

Dear Mr. Fo;r: 

to July 1.);75 

Thank vou f or yoor letter acknowl edgin rece i pt of mat ~rial -which I mailed 
regard ng the establishment of the Ov~rmountain Vict ory Trail. 

The Northwestern Historical Society is hol ding a picnic, Saturday, July 26 
at Kerr Resevoir near Wilkesboro, and I hope that you can be there with a 
group from your co'mty to help stir up some interest in participation from 
Surry and Wilkes connties. 

e woul d be deltt:rhted if a group woul d follow thu same procedure in Surr.r, 
Wilkes arxi Cal dwell to mark the trail. and s ecure parti cipants who woul d be 
gin at the appprpriate dates and lo :1tions to join the others at Q' aker 
Meadows as did Col. Winston and Col. Clevel and. 

It is not too late and we real ly think that. those counti-1s wwld find that 
t heir people woul d enjoy par ticipating in this exciti nE> · • Cente nial event. 

... 
CC I Mr. S 1aneki, x. Directo~ 

Surry County Bicentennial Commission 
Dobson, • c. 

Cordially, ) 
R. L. (Ri p) CJ l lins 
Grand .d;u-shall 
Ove~cuntain Victory trail 
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