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"Iﬂtdn t know when you got this old you got into so
" laughed Meadie Butner Wednesday when a

Ml:rlﬂﬂﬂ:bx May 31, 1899. Today, she is ccle~
lwms irthday.

On Wednesday, she'd’ already received a dozen roses
ﬁomlmnims.abnthdnyc from another relative,
and a free hairdo from her beautician, who was pleased
tobe her hair.

She's | through the ion and two world
wars, raised two children and buried one of them, and
been a widow twice.

arrived to talk with her about her

“I didn’t think I'd live to be this old,” she said. “1

I’d live to draw Socml Secunty, f’\'c ,._;

gh life.” :
“Bom and raised in Cana, Va., Butner was one of '1_ )
children. She married Lester Surratt, and later Ed But-
ner, ai d raiscd two children, Will and Lucy.

the Depression she and berhnsband ran a stor
kfond Street near the hospital. They lost the sto
th 1, she said. “E g was taken @ us
d ng the Depression,” she said.
There were hard times a-goin’ ‘
Latcr, Butner said. she worked at Renfno Hosiery for, ;

71 years, reurmg 31 years ago at age 68.
l worked aronml the house and in the

sickpenple.lﬁxedmanyofa meal
for sick people.”

Butner gave up her bﬂme across

from Jones Produce a little more
than two years ago when she be-
came sick. She moved in with her
daughter, Lucy Parries, on Edge-
5 wood Drive, so she would be closer
| to the Mount Airy Dialysis Center,
| where she must go for regular treat-
[ ments.
} ¢ Other than her kidneys, and a bit
of hearing loss, she said she's in
pretty good health. I see people a
lot worse off.” she said. She still en-
joys tending flowers, although her
daughter worries that she’ll fall
when gardening.

“You have to talk to them (flow-
ers) some or they won’t grow,” said
Butner.

Although she says there’s no se-
cret to long life, Butner credits hers
to her faith in God and caring for
her fellow man.

“Seek the Lord while you're
young," she said. “And help every- |
body you can who needs help. I've
never turmed nobody down. Some-
times I had awful little and I always
survived.”
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Angeta Leonard/The Mount Airy News
BIRTHDAY ROSES: Meadie Butner of Mount Airy holds a dozen ros-
es which she received Wednesday as an early binhday present. But-
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‘ner turned 100 years old today. g -



BUTNER, Robert

(MOUNT AIRY TIMES - Fri., December 22, 1938)
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