/

——— . QLI T

Furniture

Factory Once

21K .‘,‘;@/\\(

.

Coffin Shop s sosnsm

- By Lexa Cummings Groce
Special to The Tribune

The - multi-million-dollar Vaughan-Bassett Elkin Furniture
Co. plant sprawling over two blocks on E. Main Street at
Brookwood Drive, Elkin, evolved from J.F.' Cooke’s casket

?.nd coffin’ shop on Main Street, <donesville—77 years-ago,

It was early in 1895 that Mr, -Cooke, a pioneer settler at
Jonesville,  began operations 'in a bedroom furniture plant
'Bedroom: furnishings remain Elkin Furniture’s principal com:
modity---shipped to all parts of the nation.

The three-story furniture plant was erected ‘along M‘s'.i'k.et

Street in Elkin at the present. site of Yadkin Valley Bank &
Trust Company’s home office.

Mr, Cooke, born in 1855 at
Winston-Salem to John Mar-
tin and Nancy Amos Cooke,
was reared at Mount Airy and
came to Jonesville as a young
man, In his adult life he be-
came a charter member of both
the Elkin and the Jonesville
First Baptist churches, He ser-
ved as a Jonesville town com-
missioner ' before being elect-
ed mayor for 1891 and 1892,

It was Mr. Cooke, a pro-
minent civic and religious lead-
- er, who persuaded the govern-
ments of Elkin and Jonesville
to purchase the privately-own-
.ed, wood covered Old Bridge
i ---eventually succeeded by the
“E. Gwyn McNeil Bridge---in
order to halt the five-cent toll
fee. At the time, it was the
only suitable crossing point in

JOHN FRANK COOKE

1

 most the entire construction was done
.outer walls o

P72 Va. (o 19427 Caslyle

T g s
re i Y oo the old site. A
It was rebuilt on higher ground adjo;;\;n%h B ves. The
¢ the first story ot e west section of the plant
were built at that time. .
GECMek  R.L; Hubbard, H.F. Gray and thd
Cooper secured . control of the stock. Mr. Click w:::. ele;:n:il
resident of the company and remained in that o xcg:,j -
lk)ns death in 1931, Mr. Hubbard remained ‘secretary and gen-
eral manager of the company until his death.in 19‘..30. Rk e
The Click family gained control of the stoc.k in the s
and some of the grandchildren are stné gltgntr;e ;;r::edeé
i his son Dr. k.G. c
At the death of A.G. Click, e
i ined president until : ;
him as president and remaine s
resident. M.A, BIgg
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2. He was succeeded by his son
isx:inm\‘:;ith'the company as a member of the board of d?rectors

and chief of operations here.
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FROM ITS BEGINNING in the last century, Elkin Furinoi:uirte;
i i local lumber sources

. has consistently relied upon %

g:sic raw materials. This correspondent’s father;lflt.wi):ru;r;r

P gs. was, . sawmill operator :Who furnighed, mucs e =
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intendent.
under O.C. Clark as superin _this on Friday afternoon,
It was a second disastrous fire dernization of Elkin

—--which hastened the mo
s e oted erection of the present facility, said to

Furniture and prom
the area over the YadkinRiver, be among the most modern in ek
Mr, Cooke, who died here : :
in 1936, was married two times
to the former Miss Emma Lineberry and to the former Mlss’4

Ellen McBride. His children are Mrs. Ruth Bell, Miss Emma

Cooke, Dr, Ralph M, Cooke and John F, Cooke Jr,

...EIkin Furniture founder,,, -
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ON JAN. 3, 1905, MR, COOKE and three ass
go‘:}ated Elkin Furniture Co,---W.J, Boyles, S.M, Arnold and“ "
h; éA;'nold. Becaus.el Mr, Cooke was the largest stockholder
asily won election as president, Mr, Boyles, at one time
mayor of Elkin, was chosen secreétary-general man’ager
Two years later the Market Street plant, located .across

from ‘The Tribune 6fflce, was abandoned in favor of a larger
facility on the present site ‘east of Chatham Manufacturing

Company.
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‘At this time the plant was manufacturing nothing but side-
boards and buffets. In that year, MR, Bailey came with the
company as superintendent from a furniture plant in Talla-
dega, Ala, Mr. Bailey remained superintendent of the plant
until 1954 when he retired. His son, Glenn W, Bailey, suc-
ceeded him as superintendent,

In the second decade. of this century W.S, Guth became
© president of the company, J.H. Greenwood, vice president and
R.L. Hubbard became secretary and general manager. The
company then was manufacturing quartered oak bedroom suites,
chiffoniers, sideboards, wood beds, wash stands, dressers and
catalog and filing cabinets. 'iHD

THE FLOOD OF 1916 did.considerable damage tothe machine :
room, However, it did not damage the building to any extent.’
Then all the machinery was run with belts and pulleys. The
pulieys were made of ‘wood, ‘and-all of these had to be replaced;”
The following year, in 1917, the plant was completely wiped
out by fire, KV A e PHGRE VTR it sl



