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Modern Gardeners 

Mount Airy, NC 

1998 -1999 

Organized August 31, 1956 
Charter Received May 14, 1957 

Meetings: Third Tuesday, 12 p.m. 

Membership: Twenty-four 

Membership In 
National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc., 
South Atlantic Region: The Garden Club of 
North Carolina, Inc., District 4. 

Virginia Bluebells 
Mertensia virginica 
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MODERN GARDEN~RS' OFFICER~ 

Tracy Greenwood 

Barbara Gardner 

Charldean Gwyn 

Mary Kilby 
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P)esident 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 
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Membership Roster 

1. Mrs. Horace Bondurant 
150 Greenbridge Drive 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Jewel) 786-5384 

2. Mrs. Ralph Cooke 
838 Cross Creek Drive 
Mount Airy, NC ;27030 
(Sue) 786-8423 

3. Mrs. W. R. Cooper 
209 Brookberry Road 
MountAiry; NC 27030 
(Betty) 786-5584 

4. *** Mrs. Jack M. Cox 
127 Orchard Street 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Shirley) 789-2204 

5. Mrs. Ralph Epperson 
312 Robin Road 

6. 

Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Earlene) 786-4498 

Mrs. Carroll Gardner 
1046 Greenhill Road 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Barbara) 789-1765 

Mrs. Thomas Greenwood 
1686 Wooc.fbury Lane 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Tracy) 789-7074 
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( 8. *** Mrs. John Gwyn 
332 Marion Street 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Cbarldean) 786-5961 

9. ***Mrs.Gordon Hennis 
P. 0. Box 347 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Lyda) 786-2473 

10. *** Mrs. W. L. Holcomb 
129 Oaklawn Road 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Marjorie) 786-2486 

11. Mrs. Andrew Kilby 
216 Howard Street 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Mary) 786-1560 

12. Mrs. G~ Kniskern 
350 Fi'mbrook Place 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Linda) 789-5388 

13. ***Mrs.Edward McGee, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 1241 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Sarah Lee) 786-5401 

14. Mrs. Haywood Merritt, Jr. 
836 Country Club Road 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Claire) 786-4735 
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15. *** Mrs. John Norman 

16., .,,_ 

108 Jackson Road 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Eleanor Powe ll) 786-4389 

Mrs, J. T. Palmer 
1743 Madison Avenue 
Mount Airy, C 27030 
(Betty) 786-48=? l 

17. ***Mrs.John Parries 
215 E. Lebanon Street 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Katherine) 786-7723 
" 

18. Mrs. Bill Refven 

19. 

725 Crosscreek Drive 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Joanna) 789-1822 

Mrs. David Rowe 
215 Howard Street 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(Inglis) 789-4854 

20. ** Mrs. C. B. Turpi'l.. r'J I~ .; -t-
~ ' ...i I <fO t-J-'1--a,,Uu.JJ <"::f ll°N. 
Wliite=B'-ain§. ~ 29,0.31 J~ 
(Mae) 786-7988 · / 1~. (.. t ._ 

* Denotes Charter Member 
** Denotes Life Member 
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Northern Hospital of Surry County 

Garden Center Assignments 

Betty Cooper, Chairperson 

October 1998 
Shirley Cox 
Sue Cooke 
Earlene Epperson 
Betty Palmer 

Modern Gardeners Committees 

January 1999 
Jewel Bondurant 
Betty Cooper 
Lyda Hennis 
Marjorie Holcomb 

Ways and Means: 
Co-Chairpersons 
Inglis Rowe 
Jewel Bondurant 

Sara Lee McGee 
Mae Turpin 

April 1999 
Mae Turpin 

froe:ams and Yearbook; 
Tracy Greenwood 

Eleanor Powell-Norman 
Claire Merritt 
Joanna Refven 

Barbara Gardner 
Charldean Gwyn 
Mary Kilby 

Public Relations; 
Eleanor Powell-Norman 

Horticulture; 
Mae Turpin 

Hospital Garden Center; 
Betty Cooper 
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Garden Therapy; 
Charldean Gwyn 

By-Laws; 
Tracy Greenwood 
Barbara Gwyn 
Charldean Gwyn 
\fary Kilby 

1 tembership 
( laire Merritt 

PROJECTS 

Vl MODERN GARDENERS shall assist the 
Beautification Committee of Mount Airy in 
projects relating to conservation, litter, and 
beautification. 

VII. r.,.ODERN GARDENERS shall actively 
,sist the Restoration Committee. 
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Scrapbook; 
Sue Cooke 

Gi&. 
Marjorie Holcomb 

Awards; 
Katherine Parries 

Projects; 
Episcopal Church: 
Claire Merritt 
Earline Epperson 

Moore House; 
Marjorie Holcomb 
Eleanor Powell-Norman 
Katherine Parries 

Mini-Garden; 
Chairperson 
Betty Palmer 

Eleanor Powell-Norman 
Sue Cooke 
Linda Kniskem 
Mary Kilby 
Katherine Parries 

Telephone; 
Joanna Refven 
Betty Cooper 
Earline Epperson 
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PROJECTS 

., .. 

Continuing Projects: 

f 

I. MODERN GARDENERS shall continue 
upkeep of the mini-park garden of the 
triangle entrance to the business distnct on 

e north end of town. 

II . MODERN GARDENERS shaJI assist in 
decorating historic Trinity Bpi ;copal Oiurch 
at Christmas for the Mount ,\iry Re..tora­
tion Foundation. 

Ill . MODERN GARDENERS, as a club, shall 
provide the TMH Class at Mount Airy High 
School with materials and programs on 
Garden Therapy during the !ifhool year. 

. V. MODERN GARDENERS shall provide 
a · angements and/or exhibits for Northern · 
H spita l of Surry County. 

V. MODERN GARDENERS shall continue to 
assist in the garden restoration of the 
Edwards-Franklin Homeplace. 
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Past Presidents 
of Modero Gardeners 

Mrs. Robert Carson 
Mrs. Gordon Hennis 
Mrs. Winfred King 
Mrs. Edward McGee 
Mrs. Ronald Bbyles 
Mrs. John Gwyn 
Mrs. W. L. Holcomb 
Mrs. John Parries 
Mrs. Richard W1'tnbish 
Mrs. Jack Greenwood 
Mrs. William Johnson 
Mrs. Joe Powell 
Mrs. Ralph Epperson 
Mrs. Walter Leonard, Jr. 
Mrs. Jam& H. Btyant 
Mrs. Marshall Clark 
Mrs. Max Hiatt 
Mrs. Bill Breedlove 
Mrs. Gene Garland 
Mrs. James Hazel 
Mrs. J. T. Palmer 
Mrs. J. Dale Simmons 
Mrs. Carroll Gardner 
Mrs. Ray Goad 
Mrs. w. L. Holcomb 
Mrs. Dale HugMs 
Mrs. J. D. Bartley 
Mrs. Ralph Cooke, Jr. 
Mrs. John Gwvn 

Mrs. Tom Hart 
Mrs. Richard Johnson 
Mrs. C. B. Turpin 
Mrs. Carroll Gardner 
Mrs. John Gwyn 
Mrs. Ronald Marshall 
Mrs. David Rowe 
Mrs. P. J. Snow, Jr. 
Mrs. Horace Bondurant 
Mrs. Paul Sink 
Mrs. Andrew Kilby, Jr. 
Mrs. P. J. Snow, Jr. 
Mrs. Steve Yokeley 
Mrs. Ralph Cook<i 

1956-1957 
1957-1958 
1958-1959 
1959-1960 
1960-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1963 
1963-1964 
1964-1965 
1965-1966 
1966-1967 
1967-1968 
1968-1969 
1969-1970 
1970-1971 
1971-1972 
1972-1973 
1973-1974 
1974-1975 
1975-1976 
1976-1977 
1977-1978 
1978-1979 
1979-1980 
1980-1981 
1981-1982 
1982-1983 
1983-1984 
1984-1985 

1985-1986 
1986-1987 
1987-1988 
1988-1989 
1989-1990 
1990-1991 
1991-1992 
1992-1993 
1993-1994 
1994-1995 
1995-1996 
1996-1997 
1997-

-1998 

Retiring President's Report 

With the theme "Discover Our Gardens," we 
began our 1997-1998 year with a luncheon at Cross 
Creek Country Club. Plans for the year were dis­
cussed and committees were appointed for the District 
IV Garden Club meeting on October 29, 1997, at The 
First Presbyterian Church. All the Mount Airy Garden 
Club members were hostesses for that big event and 
spent many hours preparing for our guesis. 

We were proud to have the Garden Club President 
of North Carolina, Inc., Mrs. Phebe Kirkman and 
District IV Director, Mrs. Joyce Adams visit with us. 

Our guest speaker, Mrs. Llewllyn B. Churchill 
gave a wonderful demonstration on the use of art 
objectS and flowers in arrangementS. This was a well­
anended meeting and we received many nice compli­
ments. 

The bulb sales at the Autumn Leaves Festival was 
a successful event. 

Our October meeting was a salad luncheon, held 
at the Gardner's Mountain home near the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. Nonna Johnson was our guest and did a 
beautiful job presenting "Autumn's Paintbrush." 

November meeting brought a large group of our 
club members 10 Rachel Hazel 's front lawn to plant 
hundreds of spring-blooming jonquils. 

Rachel was so elated as the group of 20 arrived at 
her home and enjoyed visits from each one. Rachel 
talked about the bulb-planting and visits for days and 
days. All of us felt that this had been good therapy tool 

Early December brought us together to decorate 
two of Mount Airy's historic landmarks, Trinity 
Episcopal Church and the Antebellum Alfred Moore 
House in the "Yuletide Tradition." We were guest at 
the Garden Gate Tea at the beautifully holiday deco­
rated Antebellum Alfred Moore House. A lovely event! 

Our January program was presented by Daryl 
Siefen, Landscape Designer from WinsLon Salem. 
Guest attending were members of the Garden Gate and 
Mountain View Garden Clubs. 

February was an interesting meeting with Bruce 
Malmo teaching us as we built birdhouses for our gar­
dens. 

Terry Garwood, Extension Service Specialist, 
shared his expertise on "How to Have a Successful 
Garden." 

Also. we observed Arbor Day and planted a tree 
at J.J. Jones Elementary School. 

Spring arrived and our April "Spring 
Spectacular" was held at the beautiful home of Horace 
and Jewel Bondurant. Every member presented an out­
standing arrangement and we were very happy to have 
achieved such a production with flowers 'from our gar­
dens. 

Mrs. Phebe Kirkman of Winston Salem, the pres­
ident pf lhe Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc. was a 
special guest for our May luncheon meeting and instal­
lation of officers. The occassion was held at the 
Antebellum Moore House. 

We were saddened at the passing of Rachel Sides 
Hazel, a life member, on March 31, 1998. Members of 
our garden club sat together at Cenual United 
Methodist Church. 

I really appreciated all the help and suppon from 
each member. Thank you for the lead crystal biscuit 
barrel. I will always treasure it and remember this year. 

Sincerely, 
Sue Cooke 



OFFICIAL COLLECT OF 
THE GARDEN CLUB 

OF NORffl CAROLINA, INC. 

Our Heavenly Father, who dost feed the 
birds and clothe the flowers and who knoweth 
and careth for every need ofus, Thy children, 
so enlighten our minds to use wisely all the 
gifts of Thy Mighty Hand, that we, being 
imbued with Thy Holy Spirit, may so work 
Thy will that those who come after may mark 
their path by our footsteps. 

For all the beauty of the earth, Father in 
Heaven, we thank Thee. 

For our families, our friends, our free and 
beautiful country, Father in Heaven, we 
thank Thee. 

We beseech Thee of Thy great goodness 
and tender mercy to forgive our sins, and 
grant that as we work together in fellowship 
we may draw closer to Thee, Almighty God, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

-Marie Rehder Gerdes. 

( Schedule of Coming Events 

Fall Board Meeting 
The Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc. 
Wrightsville Beach 
Wilmington, North Carolina 
September 20-21, 1998 

District 4 Meeting , 
Winston Salem, North Carolina 
October 27, 1998 

199.9 

South Atlantic Regional Meeting 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
March 14-16, 1999 

State Annual Convention 
Boone, North Carolina 
April 25-27, 1999 

Annual Meeting 

' 

( 

National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
May 18-20, l 999 

8 

Nation and State Officers 

National Council of State 
Garden Clubs, Inc. 

National President: 
Mrs. Barbara Barnette 
P. 0. Box 3268 
Greenwood, SC 29648-_3268 

South Atlantic Regional Director: 
Mrs. William H. Horton (Anne) 
Reedy Branch Fann, 6097 Applewhite Road 
Wendell, NC 27591 

State President: 
Mrs. Phebe Kirkman 
101 Brampton Court 
Winston-S"alem, NC 27106 

District IV Director: 
Mrs. Joyce Adams 
4207 Shattalon Driv~ 
Winston-Salem, NC 

1
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Calendar of Meetings 
1998 - 1999 

Theme 
" Discover Our Gardens" 
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September 15, 1998 
12 Noon 

Luncheon - Cross Creek Country Club 

Topic: 
''Discover Our Garden" 

Business Session - Sharing Ideas 
Program Chairperson: Tracy Greenwood, President 

State and National Goals and Objectives 
Club Speaker: Barbara Gardner 

Tracy Greenwood 
Charldean Gwyn 

Reminders: 

Hostesses 
Barbara Gardner 
Mary Kilby 

Bulb Sale - Autumn Leaves Festival 
October 9-11 

October - Garden Center Month 
at Northern Hospital 
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October 20, 1998 
12 Noon 

Edwards-Franklin House 

Topic: 
''Autumn's Paintbrush" 

Guest Speaker: 
Cama Merritt 

Program Chairperson: 
Claire Merritt 

Bring your own sandwich 

Hostess: 
Marjorie Holcomb - Claire Merritt 

October is Garden Center Month 
at Northern Surry Hospital 

,. 

District IV Meeting 
October 27, 1998 

Winston Salem 

II 

Eleanor Powel e Mount Airy News 
BULBS FOR SALE: Modern Gardeners of Moun Airy will be ailing spring bulbs 
at its booth on Franklin Street during the Autumn eaveiS Fesr 11. Pictured above 
are Inglis Rowe (left) and Jewel Bondurant, chairmen of the ways and means 
committee, who will head the event. Top-grade Hollan -lowe Bulbs, lnCludlnQ 
tulips, jonquils, narcissus, crocus, hyacinths and maryl 1 , will e availabre. Pro~ 
ceeds will be used to maintain Modern Gardena . ' inl rde at the triangle on 
Renfro and Nortti Main streets. • • • • •• 



November 17, 1998 
12 Noon 

Mount Airy Public Library 

Topic: 
"Grow To Show'' 

(Holiday Arrangements Wo rkshop) 

Workshop directed by Club Members: 
Eleanor Powell-Norman 

Katherine Parries 

Program Chairperson: 
Shirley Cox 

Hostess6S: 
Mary Kilby 

Tracy Greenwood 

Reminders: 
Bring greenery and other materials for "Hanging 
of the Greens" in December at Trinity Episcopal 
Church and The Antepellum Alfred Moore 
House , 

/ 
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December I, 1998 
10:00 a.m. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

Topic: 
"Community Yuletide Tradition" 

A workshop to decorate historic landmarks 

Trinity Episcopal Church and the 
Antebellum Alfred Moore House 

Project Chairpersons: 
Trinity Episcopal Church: 

Claire Merritt and Earline Epperson 

The Antebellum Alfred Moore House 
Kathryn Parries and Eleanor Powell-Norman 

Hostesses: 
Charldean Ciwvn and Barhara Gardner 

Reminders. 
January is Garden Center Month at Northern 
Hospital. 
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December l, 1998 
10:00am. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

Topic: 
"Community Yuletide Tradition" 

A workshop to decorate historic landmarks 

Trinity Episcopal Church and the 
Antebellum Alfred Moore House 

Project Chairpersons: 
Trinity Episcopal Church: 

Claire Merritt and Earline Epperson 

The Antebellum Alfred Moore House 
Kathryn Parries and Eleanor PoweJJ-Norman 

Hostesses: 
Charldean C.wvn and Barhara Gardner 

Reminders. 
( January is Garden Center Month at Northern 

Hospital. 
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January 19, 1999 
12 Noon 

Ridgecrest Retirement Center 

Topic: 
"What Attracts Butterflies and Birds" 

Guest Speaker: 
Ginny Adams 

Program Chairperson: 
Jewel Bondurant 

Hostess: 
Ridgecrest Staff 

Reminders: 
Tum in horticulture sheets to Mae Turpin 

Feed the birds! 

, 

February 16, 1999 
12 Noon 

First Presbyterian Church 

Topic: 
""For The Birds" 

Club Speaker: 
Shirley Brinkley 

Chairperson: 
Sue Cooke 

I Iostesses: 
Lydia Hennis and Inglis Rowe 

Reminder: 
Membership Dues 

Elect Officers 



March 16, 1999 
12 Noon 

Foothills Nursery 

Topic: 
''Dooryard Gardens" 

Guest Speaker: 
Karen Harris 

Program Chairperson: 
Barbara Gardner 

Hostesses: 
Betty Cooper and Betty Palmer 

Arbor Day - March 15th 
Plant tree at 

Oakdale Cemetery 
in memory of Rachel Hazel 

April is Garden Center Month 
at Northern Hospital 
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April 20, l 999 
12 Noon 

Home of Linda Kniskem 
Flower Show 

Topic: 
"Spring Spectacular'' 

Flowers from the Garden 

.-
Program Chairpersons: 

Katherine Parries 
Eleanor Powell-Norman . 

Luncheon Hostesses: 
Tracy Greenwood 
Barbara Gardner 
Charldean Gwyn 

Mary Kilby 

Reminders: 
lpstaHation of Officers in May . 

\ 
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Sue Cooke 
Modern Gardens 

Mt . . Airy 
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May 18, 1999 
l l:30 a.m. 

Old Fashion Picnic in Robert Smith Gardens 

Topk: 
"Sharing Garden Secrets" 

Installation of New Officers 

Program Chairperson: 
Majorie Holcomb 

Hostesses: 
Sara Lee McGee 

Mae Turpin 

18 
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Surry Scene, Thuf'9day, Juoe 3, 1-999 

LIFE MEMBERS: Katherine Parries (left), awards chairman of Modem Garden­
ers, presents life memberships to (left to right) Earlene Epperson, Barbara Gard­
ner, Sue Cooke and Betty Palmer. 

MODERN GARDENERS HONORS FOUR CLUB MEMBERS 

Four members of Modem Gardeners were honored at the club's recent May picnic 
held at the Robert Smjth Memorial Park. 

Katherine Parries, awards chainnan, presented life memberships lo Earlene Epperson, 
Barbara Gardner, Sue Cooke and Betty Palmer. all of whom have been members of the 
club for 20 years or longer. They were each remembered with life membership pins for 
their dedicated work with the club. 

Officers were installed by Michella Huff, hortic~ltunst for the City of Mount Airy. 
They are: Linda Kniskem, president; Marjorie Holcomb, vice president; Earlene Epper­
son, secretary; and Sarah Lee McGee, treasurer. 

Tracy Greenwood, outgoing president, was presented an engraved polished pewter 
tray for her outstanding leadership this past year. 

She remembered each member with decorative candle holders that she made using ti­
ny clay pots, spagnum moss and ivory candles. 

Inglis Rowe reported that she and Tracy had visited with the Lifeskill students at 
Mount Airy Junior High for a garden therapy program. They carried fresh flowers and 
containers for each student to make an arrangement for their mothers and also entertained 
the group by reading stories about "Mother's Day." Their program was highlighted with 
refreshments. 

A delightful picnic luncheon was served in a garden setting with Sarah Lee McGee 
and Mae Turpin as hostesses. 

The club has disbanded for the summer with meetings to resume in September. 

, 
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MODERN GARDENERS 

Spiing ·is here, the flowers are blooming and everything looks so 
beautiful. For our annual luncheon and installation of new Officers 
we want to go on a picnic. As Modern Gardeners we should feel 
quite af home in the lovely garden behind the Visitor Center on 
May 18th at 11:30 a.m. I do hope every one of you can attend. We 

· ask that you bring a covered dish or salad or that certain 
mouthwatering recipe that you don't think any picnic should go 
without. It is a picnic so dress comfortably and bring a blanket to 
sit on if you like. There are plenty of benches to sit on as well. It 
has ~en asked that we park in the BB&T parking on Rawley ave. 
This is the parking lot across from the bank. Then you can walk 
$-ough the backyard to get to the garden. The telephone 
committee will be calling to see who will be attending. This will 
help Qur hostesses Mae Turpin and Sarah Lee McGee wiih the 
preparations. 
I want to thank each of you for making this year so wonderfui:'Jt is 
because of you, your knowledge, talents and willingness to work 
that we are able to accomplish so much together. It's amazing, we 
work and still have a lot of fun! 

; 

• 
I Your President and fellow member, 

. 
Tracy Greenwood 
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Top Flower Show Judge 
Says Creativity The Key 

By ELEANOR POWELL Paradise and was named " In the Oriental Manner." 
Staff Writer The final design was a huge piece of cypress 

Marie Cruse. a master flower show judge, told sculpLUre accented with deer antlers. She chose the 
her audience of garden club members, "Don' t be protea for an effective desert composition and added 
afraid to be different. Be creative. use your imagina- a cluster of green ti leaves. While turning Lo the au-
tion." dience, the leaves fell from the creation, and with a 

During her recent cheerful note she 
platfonn perfor- a?de~, '_'Oh. well,. r 
mance in the fellow- d1dn t hke them 111 

ship hall of the First the .~angcmcnt 
United Methodist an~~ay. ,

0 Ch_urch in Elkin, the rushe~ to th; s::; 
artist. who has crcat- when the proaram 
cd arrangements for ended an<l b;ught 
the White House some of the 11owers 
and participated in which were quite un-
the Chelsea Flower usual and hard to 
Show in England. find. 
explained her inter- They even pur-
esting and unusual chased the pumpkins 
containers. She said that ce111ered each of 
that she got one the tables for the I 00 
from Eleanor Yeatts, or more attending 
a past state garden ~he lunche~>n meet-
club president. and mg. The .btllersweet 

. . that encircled the 
picked up the drift- pumpkins was not 
wood on. the coast. for saJc or it would 

Working along, have gone home 
she used pink pro- with them. 
tea, a cactus-like The District 4 
bloom. w11h green ti meeting was hosted 
leaves lo complete by the Home and 
the display which Garden Club and 
she entllled "Flight Yadkin Valley Gar-
lo the Moon ," den Club of Elkin, 

For a "Bewitch- with Lucy Chatham 
ing" ahs1rnct design, · ~leanor Powell/The ~o~!1tAiry News as luncheon chair-
the genial arranger TALENTED DESIGNER:. Marre Cruse of Cha 
featur ·d a -~ a number of unusual designs for garde n club 

• l: s . w tending the recent District 4 meeting of the G 
wnch accented with North Carolina Inc., h'eld in Elkin. 
a large grapevine. 
tiny p umpkins and red ti leaves. 

W hen someone asked where she gol the huge 
fiv foot grape, ine, the Charlotte garden club presi­
de11 laughed and said she and her husband were in 
Athmta, it was raining. and they passed some debris 
nea tl1c ~lr~>ct "I as~cd him to stop and let me get it. 
an~ luckily h<.! had hr~ saw, so he cut it for me." 

· Jun!!le Fl' v1: r" was 1hc title for another creation 
in e xot1 black t bes. Red ginger and philodendron 
were u,i.: for the fl owers and line. Another contain­
er fcatu ·eel bamb o with sunflowers and Birds of 

Weisner. Distri 
Pelt, state pres· 
officers. A nn 
chairpersons fo 

Represent in 
View Gardenc 
Midkiff. Betty 
and Minnie Lo 
Gardeners wer 
Greenwood. K 
Sue Cooke and 

MODERN GARDENERS' OFFICERS 1 

Linda·Kniskern 
Marjorie Holcomb 
Earlene Epperson 
Sarah Lee McGee 

Presidenf­
Vice P~ sident 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Eleanor POVttfltt'The Mount All}' News 
UMPt lN WORKSHOP: Members of Modem Garde ners liste n as S teve Scott of Airmont Florist 
ives I ructions on using fresh pumpkins as a container for their Ha lloween flower arrangements. 

tty P lmer, Shirley Cox, Mimi Patte rson and Sarah Lee McGee were amono those oresent for an 
Mnh""' .. ---•:-- L-•-• • •• • •• , , • ·· -
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Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 

FLOOD DONATION: Members of Modern Gardeners have turned their interests to the vic­
tims of Hurricane Floyd, which caused extensive fl oding in the eastern part of the state, 
leaving many people homeless and despondent. Sarc:\h Lee McGee (left), the group's treasur­
er. presents a check to Linda Kniskern (right), pre i ent, while Earlene Epperson (second 
from left), secretary. and Marjorie Holcomb, vice pre 1dent. look on during a recent luncheon 
meeting at Cross Creek Country Club. The check, w ich was presented to the American Red 
Cross. will be added to other donations and sent to t e Hurricane Floyd Flood Relief in east-

ern North Carolina. 

I • I ' , -. I '1 '# I 1, 

Surry Scene, Thursday, October 28, 1999 

Feed the birds! 

Robert Smith Gardens 
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Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 

FLOOD DONATION: Members of Modem Gardene s have turned their interests to the vic­
tims of Hurricane Floyd, which caused extensive fl oding in the eastern part of the state, 
leaving many people homeless and despondent. Sarc1ih Lee McGee (left), the group's treasur­
er. presents a check to Linda Kniskern (right), president, while Earlene Epperson (second 
from left), secretary, and Marjorie Holcomb, vice pre 1dent. look on during a recent luncheon 
meeting at Cross Creek Country Club. The check, w iCh was presented to the American Red 
Cross, will be added to other donations and sent to the Hurricane Floyd Flood Relief in east-

ern North Carolina. 

Surry Scene, Thursday, October 28 1999 

Feed the birds! 

Robert Smith Gardens 
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Local Holiday Tour Of Homes Planned 
By ANGELA LEONARD 

Slaff Writer 
The 10th Holiday Tour of H~ 

is planned Saturday and Sunday m 
Mount Airy with six of the city's 
most beautiful homes opening their 
doors to visitors. 

The sanctuary of the historic Trin­
ity Episcopal Church, 472 N. Main 
St., also will be open from 11:30 . 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday during a 
luncheon to be held in conjunction 
with the tour. 

The Mount Airy Restoration 
Foundation bas been holding the 
tour of homes since 1983. The first 
tour included ~orinthlan Apartments 
on South Main Street and the Ashby 
Home on Cherry Street. 
· Susan Ashby, a member of a 

planning committee for the first 

The Mount Airy Restora­
tion Foundation has been 
holding the tour of homes 
since 1983. 
event who remains involved in the 
tour coordination, said the tours 
began as a fund-raiser and a "won­
derful way to show off some of the 
beautiful homes in the city." 

The group skipped a couple of 
years between 1983 and 1995, mak­
ing this the 10th event, Ashby said, 
which will spotlight the six homes 
and the cburcb. 

The tour hours Saturday are 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, 1 to 5 
p.m. 

"It helps people get in the Christ­
mas spirit to see all the homes 
decorated for the holidays," she said. 

Houses are picked through invita­
tion by the Restoration Foundation, 
which tries to include different 
architectural styles on each year's 
tour. 

Included for 1995 are the homes 
of Allen and Brenda Edwards, 658 
Woodside Drive; Haywood and 
Claire Merritt at 836 Country Club 
Road; Tim and Doreen Welch, 324 
W. Lebanon St.; the Louis H. Com­
er House at 2856 Sheep Farm Road; 
the William Alfred Moore House, 
202 Moore Ave.; and the William 
E. Merritt House, home of Parle 
Place, at 127 Rawley Ave. 

See TOUR, page 2 

MODERN GARDENERS DECORATE IDSTORIC EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Members of Modern Gardeners 
gathered at Trinity Epic;copal Church De­
cember 5 to decorate the front courtyard 
and entrance of the historical landmark, 
They also decorated the diningroom of the 
Antebellum Alfred Moore House. 

The church and home were a...ong the 
historical locations opened during the 
recent tour of homes sponsored by the 
Mount Airy Restoration Foundation. 

Mary Kilby and Sue Cooke were in 
charge of the church decorations, while 
Joy Snow and Eleanor Powell-Norman 
beaded the arrangements at the Moore 
House. 

Others assisting with the decorating 
projetts were Shirley Cox, Leigh Ann 
Epperson, Tracy Greenwood, Charldean 
Gwyn, Marjorie Holcomb, Sarah Lee 
McGee, Claire Jt.ferriu, Belly Palmer, 

....... 

Kathenne Parries. Inglis Rowe, Joy Snow 
and Mae Turpin. 

Mary Kilby, president, conducted a brief 
business session. Charldean Gwyn and 
Shirley Cox planned to visit the TMH 
Class at Mount Airy High School and 
remember the students with Christmas 
gifts from the garden club. 

During the morning, Mae Turpin served 
refreshments of bot cider and Moravian 
cookies. 

Members responsible for placing flower 
arrangements in the garden center at 
Northern Hospital of Surry County during 
January are Barbara Gardner, Linda Sink, 
Katherine Parries and Shirley Cox. 

The members meet on Jan. 16 at the 
Mount Airy Public Library. Inglis Rowe 
will present the program on ''The Joy of 
Growing Orchids." 

MODERN GARDENERS CREA TE TOPIARIF.S FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

LleweIJyn Churchill, a master flower 
show judge from Yadkinville, gave in­
structions to 20 members of Modem 
Gardeners on the art of creating a boxwood 
topiary for the holidays. 

The group met recently in the fellowship 
hall of Central United Methodist Church 
with Jewel Bondurant as program 
chairman. . 

Members arrived carrying pokeberry 
stalks an~ loads ofboxwood and greenery, 
along with clay pots and oasis. After 
cutting the oasis to fit the pot, Mrs. 
~urcbill showed the procedure for plac­
mg the pokeberry stalks in place for the 
dowel and then topping that with the 
remaining piece of oasis. 

From there the boxwood was gently 

placed on the top portion with other sprigs 
forming the base. Bright ribbons, baubles, 
fruits, berries and bows were added to 
make effective arrangements for the 
Cbrisbllas ..holidays. 

Hostesses for the occasion were Chari­
dean Gwyn, Magdalene Comer, Betty 
Cooper and Shirley Cox. They served a 
luncheon of party sandwiches, congealed 
cranberry salad, cake squares and hot tea. 

It was reported that Barbara Gardner. 
and Magdalene Comer bad conducted i 
garden therapy project with the students in 
the TMH Class at Mount Airy High School 
during October and Joy Snow and Lyda 
Hennis were in charge of the project in 
November. 

,;• , , : ., .. 
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lewel llotKlurant (right) introduced Llewellyn ChurchiU, a master Oower show Judge, 
ho insti cted the garden dub members on makin boxwood to iaries. 
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Mount Airy, NC 
1999-2000 

Organized August 3 I, 1956 
Charter Received May 14, 1957 

Meetings: Third Tuesday, I 2 p.m. 

I· 

Membership: Twenty-fbur 

, Membership In 

WODERN GARDENERS: Attending the recent District 4 meeting of the 
3a~en Club of North Carolina Inc., in Elkin were (front, left to right) Katherine 
,:>ames, Eleanor Powell and Sue Cooke. Standing are Linda Kniskem, president, 
if racy Greenwood and Earlene Epperson. 

OFFICIAL COLLECT OF THE 
GARDEN CLUB 

OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC. 

Our Heavenly Father, who dost feed the 
birds and clothe the flowers and who 
knoweth and careth for every need of us, Thy 
children, so enlighten our minds to use 
wisely all the gifts of Thy Mighty Hand, that 
we, being imbued with Thy Holy Spirit, may 
so work Thy will that those who come after I 
may mark their path by our footsteps. 

For all the beauty of the earth. Father in 
Heaven, we thank Thee. 

For our families, our friends, our free and 
beautiful country, Father in Heaven, we 
thank Thee. 

\fational Counoi l of State Garden Clubs, Inc., 
t;outh Atlantic Region: The Garden Club of 
"llorth Carolina, Inc., District 4. 

We beseech Thee of Thy great goodness 
and tender mercy to forgive our sins, and 
grant that as we work together in fellowship 
we may draw closer to Thee, Almighty God, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

1999.:2000 

~ \ '\ I , .. ~,-_:_ 
. -- '."- ··- · ·~· , • 

Theme: 

"BREAKING NEW 
GROUND'" 

Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 
TATE MEETING: Members of the Garden Club of 

North carolina Inc. recently held their 15th-anniver­
sary meeting at Adams-Mark Hotel in Winston-Salem. 
!Marlon Robinson (left photo), a native of Sussex, 
England, and life judge, entertained the gathering with 
flower designs in the English manner, with her flower 
presentation the highlight of the three-day convention. 
She presents one of her creations to Rusty Van Pelt 

-Marie Rehder Gerdes. 

(right photo), the president of the Gardeh Club of 
North Carolina Inc., as Robin Weisner, District IV d 
rector, looks on. Meanwhile (right photo) Juanit 
Daber, a former president of the Garden Club of Nort 
Carolina Inc., and Katherine Parries, both members f 
Modem Gardeners, take a close look at the arrange~ 
ments displayed by the visiting artist. More than 30 
garden club members from throughout the state were 
present for the event. 



MODERN GARDENERS 

tor commitment to preserving the environment of 
North Carolina by pa!'ticipating in the 

Susan Roderick, Chairperson 
Governor's Highway Be~ owcoimdl 
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September 21 , 1999 
12 Noon 

Luncheon Cross Creek Country Club 

Topic 
"BREAKING NEW GROUND" 

Business Session A Look al the New Year ( 
Program ChairpersQn. Linda Kniskern 

• 

j 
I 

President ' 

State and National Goals and Objectives 
Club Speaker· Marjorie I lolcomb, Vice ( 

President 

1 

Hostesses - Officers 
linda I<niskern Marjorie Holcomb 
Earlene Epperson Sarah Lee McGee 

Reminders 
18ulb Sale - Autumn Leaves Festival 

October 8-1 O 

1 
t .. 
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October 19, 1999 
12 Noon 

Grace Moravian Church Fellowship Hall 

Topic. 
"Pumpkins Come Alive" 

A Floral Arrangement Workshop 
Using Pumpkins 

by 
Steve Scott 

N.C. Florist Certified 

Program Chairperson: 
Mae Turpin 

Hostesses: 
Betty Palmer - Mimi Patterson 

October is Garden Center Month 
At Northern Hospital 

.. 

District fV Meeting 
October 14, 1999 

Elkin 

November 16, 1999 
12Noon 

Mount Airy Museum of Regional History 

Topic: 
"HISTORICAL GARDENING -
REMBERING THE PAST TO 

UNDERSTAND THE FUTURE" 

Club Speaker and Master Gardner - Linda 
Stanfield 

Program Chairperson: Sarah Lee McGee 

Hostesses. 
Shirley Cox Charldean Gwyn 

Reminders· 
Bring greenery and other materials for 

"Hanging of the Greens" in December at 
Trinity Episcopal Church and The Antebellum 

Alfred Moore I louse 

Mt. Airy Museum of Regional History 

!3 



Eleanor Powell 
The Mount Airy News 

CHRISTMAS TRADITION: 
Members of Modem Garden­
ers decorated the historic 
100-year-old Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Mount Airy last 
week for the holidays. Tracy 
Greenwood (top photo, left) 
and Inglis Rowe add apples, 
boxwood and magnolia fo­
liage for the apple fan above 
the church's front-door en­
trance, while Barbara Yeatts, 
Linda Kniskem and Sue 
Cooke (bottom picture) tie red 
velvet bows to the pine gar­
land roping on Trinity's 
wrought-iron courtyard fence. 
The garden club has conduct­
ed the decorating project for 
about 20 years. 
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a:ocal Group a:earns 
About Hummingbirds 

By ELEANOR POWELL 
Staff Writer 

Well-known local horticulturist and bird IO\er Bi11 Holcomb told 
some interesting facts about hummingbirds, as members of Modem 
Gardeners gathered at the Mount Airy Public Library for their Feb-
ruary meeting. , 

With a chuckle, Holcomb'began by saying, ··1 must have given a 
really good program to your club the last time. since you invited me 
back again." 

Introduced by his daughter. lnglis Rowe, Holcomb said the hum­
mingbird is found onJy on this continent, from South America to 
A1aska. While there are 3 I 9 species. only one is present east of the 
Mississippi River - the Ruby Throated. 

The garden club members learned that. as far as fami1y matters 
go, t~ males' only contribution is to carry on the race. After mat­
ing, he does nothing. 

"The hummingbird is the smallest bird in the world, about 3 
inches in length anq weighs Jess than a penny." Holcomb said. 

''The hummer is propelled on ball-socket wings that can beat up 
to 200 beats per second, and can travel from O to 65 miles per hour. 

"It is aJso the acrobat of the sky,'· the speaker conti nued. "They 
can' fly backward, forward, upside down or remain motionless in 
flight. They move only by flying with feet and legs so small and 
weak they cannot walk, only perch.'' 

I 

See HUMMINGBIRDS, page 28 

Eleanor PowelVThe Mount Airy News 
ALL ABOUT HUMMERS: Inglis Rowe, a member of Modern Gar­
deners, introduces her father, Bill Holcomb, who spoke to the 
group about hummingbirds and how to attract them to the area. 
He shows one of the feeders that the Holcombs use at their h me. 

i H ~min gbi rds Continued from page 1 B 
Hotco'mb w~ni on to show a feeder from his home and explained that 

he sprays a small piece of cotton with bug spray and wraps it at the top o_f 
the chain to prevent ants from invading the feeder. 

"The food mixture must be at least one-third cup of sugar to a cu.p of 
water. N1 coloring is needed. An adult bird feeds every 10 to 15 minut~s 
and consumes twice their body weight each day. Compared to man, tt 
would be 10,000 calories per day. To feed. its tongue is split in two sec­
tions that act like straws to extract nectar. The edges are rough to catch 
insects, which provide protein and the tongue works at 13 licks per sec­
ond ,. he mentioned. 

"Feeders should be put out sometime between April first through the 
fifteenth . 'No matter what. the hummingbirds leave in late September or 
October. Before their trip South. they double their normal weight for the 
non-stop flight. The trip across the Gu lf of Mexico is approximately 500 
miles and it takes almost 25 hours. Sometimes, if they encounter a strong 
head wind. they might nm survive the crossing.'· 

The female builds the nest JO to 20 inches above the ground with cob­
web. moss and down. It's about the size of a quarter outside and a dime 
inside. Most of the time she will lay two eggs, the size of a pea. They . ~ . . ... - ,_ . "" " . 

) 

I 

February 15, 2000 
12 Noon 

Mount Airy Public Library 

Topic: 
"In Search of the Hummingbirds for the 

Future" 

.t. Guest Speaker: 
Bill Holcomb 

·' 
Program Chairperson: 

Marjorie Holcomb 

Hostesses: 
Betty Cooper and Barbara Gardner 

Reminder: 
Membership Dues - Select Officers 

Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 
YARD OF THE MONTH: Massive groupings of ~hinese Red r 1refly and 
s ow azaleas highlight the front lawn of Bill and Marjort& Molcomb:s.ffl)ffl&~ 
O~klawn Orive in the Smith Woods community of Mount Airy. HolCC?FTlt!, who 1s 
semi-retired from Holcomb Hardware, uses his horticultur~I expertis~ in ~I~ 
taining a beautifully manicured lawn year-round. For their efforts,.), ~ f~ 
Airy Appearance Commission has presented the couple with the ar o e 
Month Award. 



Arbor Day Celebrated At Mount Airy Middle School 

TREE PLANTING: Members of the student council at the Mount Airy Middle School gathered in the school courtyard 
March 15 to plant five presidential trees donated by Modern Gardeners. The garden club sponsored the Arbor Day 
event. Van Dearmin (center) , school principal, is shown standing with (left to right) Nancy Gentry, A.J. Penn, Chase 
Smith and Linda Kniskern, president of Modern Gardeners. Kneeling and helping with the planting are Lizzie Johnson, 
Loren Bradley, Linda Stanfield, horticulture chairman for Modern Gardeners, and Paula Walker. 

MODERN GARDENERS: The Arbor Day program, sponsored by the local 
garden club, was chaired by Linda Stanfield (kneeling) and Linda Kniskern. 
club president. Club members participating In the celebration were (left to 
right) Juanita Daber, Betty Palmer, Emily Crossingham, Tracy Greenwood, 
Inglis Rowe, Earlene Epperson, Katherine Parries and Betty Palmer. 

\ 

I 
PROCLAMATION: Mayor Emily Taylor presents 
the Arbor Day pro~lamation to Van Dearmin, 
principal at the Mount Airy Middle,School. 
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Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 
STATE MEETING: Members of the Garden Club of 
North Carolina Inc. recently held their ?5th-anniver­
sary meeting at Adams-Mark Hotel in Winston-Salem. 
Marion Robinson (left photo), a native of Sussex, 
England, and life judge, entertained the gathering with 
flower designs in the English manner, with her flower 
presentation the highlight of the three-day convention. 
She presents one of her creations to Rusty Van Pelt 

1, 
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(right photo), the president of the tSarden Club of 
North Carolina Inc., as Robin Weisner, District IV di­
rector, looks on. Meanwhile (right photo) Juanita 
Daber, a former president of the Garden Club of North 
Carolina Inc., and Katherine Parries, both members of 
Modern Gardeners, take a close look at the arrange-

1 ments displayed by the visiting artist. More than 300 \' 
garden club members from throughout the state were ~ 
present for the event. 

ENGLISH VISITOR: Kathy Pruett (center) arrived in her British attire to pre­
sent a program to Modern Gardeners on the gardens of England and the 
Chelsea Flower Show. Betty Palmer (left), program chairman , and Linda 
Kniskern, president, pose with the guest speaker at the Gertrude Smith 
House. --. ... 

Kathy Pruett Guest Speaker 
For Modern Gardeners 

Members of Modern Gardeners vis­
ited the Chelsea Pim.er Show in Lon­
don without leaving the Gertrude Smith 
House. 

The group gathered in the living 
room and foyer 01' the home for their 
January meeting and were greeted by 
Kathy Prucll as she descended the stair­
case or the historic home. 

Decked out in British au ire - a print­
ed dress. abstract wool sweater. knee­
high stockings. a horsehair brim hat and 
handbag complc1c \\ ith tea bags · 
Prucu told about her trip Lo England. 
She and four other friends visited sever­
al famous gardens. including the Kew 
Botanical ~Gardens and 1he London 
Rooftop Gardens. Highlighting the 
excursion was their venture lo the 
Chelsea Flower Show which was repro­
duced on video. 

Betty PaJmer introduced the guest 
speaker, who is a member of Garden 

Gate Garden Club. and reme1111~cred her 
with a polted bromeliad. 

Linda Kniskcm. president conduct­
ed the business meeting. Ann vaughn, 
executive director of the Gil 11, 1·-Smith 
Founda1ion, introduced Cind\ 'uckcll. 
horticulturist for the founda1tl1 

Vaughn announced that thl usan P. 
Ashb)' Endowment Commilli; s spon­
soring a benefit luncheon 1l!' . cdncs­
day. Feb. 23. at noon al Cro s Creek 
r'oumry Club. Chip Calla,~u.) is pre­
senting the program as a trihurc to the 
memo!") of Mrs. Ashby and for his 
hometown. Tickets arc $ 15. 

The group remembered a club mem­
ber, Ma,jorie Holcomb. who is recover­
ing from an automobile accidc11t. 

Hostesses Tracy Greenwood and 
Mrs. Kniskcrn served refreshments in 
the sun room. 

The February meeting will be held 
a1 the Mount Airy Public Library. with 
Bill Holcomb speaking on .. Humming­
birds for the Future.'' 

\ ; 



MOUNTAIN VIEW GARDEN CLUB PAYS TRIBUTE TO FANNY JONES 

Members of Mountain View Garden Club paid tribute to the late Fanny Peace Jones 
by dedicating a granite bench to the City of Mount Airy. 

The ceremony was held April 15 at the Mount Airy Municipal Building with Beuy 
Wright, president of the Mountain View Garden Club, in charge of the service which in­
cluded comments from Mayor Pro-tero John A. Browne. 

Special guests were Mrs. Jones' husband, Ed Jones; her niece, Barbara Burton, and 
daughter, Sissy, of High Point; and special friends, Mr. and Mrs. Les Holyfield of Smith 
Mountain Lake, Va. 

Members of Mountain View Garden Club, Modern Gardeners and Garden Gate Gar­
den Club gathered at the front entrance, along with other friends and Mount Airy City 
Commissioners Maynard Beamer, Tycho Wood and Bill Joe Woodruff. 

Mrs. Wright told the group, "We are all here this afternoon to once again remember a 
talented lady who made our city a prettier place in which to live. Fanny was a member of 
Mountain View Garden Club for 42 years. She taught the members of her garden club the 
joy of gardening, the stimulation of artistic expression and, above all, the full meaning of 
friendship. Fanny generously gave the flowers from her abundant garden to all church 
and civic groups and unselfishly shared with them her God-given talent of designing flow­
er arrangements. 

"ft is with gratitude and admiration to Fanny that this granite bench, inscribed with 'In 
Memory of Fanny Peace Jones from Mountain View Garden Club and Friends,' is dedi­
cated to the City of Mount Airy. I am deeply appreciative to the Appearance Commission 
for their pJacing lhis bench in such a prominent location in front of our beautiful Munici-
pal Building." . 

Frances Johnson, the only charter member of Mountain View Garden Club, spoke 
fondly of Mrs. Jones, after which Alice Pell read one of Mrs. Jones' favorite poems. 

Norma Johnson, a member of Garden Gate Garden Club, created an arrangement of 
red tulips, yellow curry roses and scotch broom which was placed on the bench. Mrs. 
Johnson had gathered some of the flowers from Mrs. Jones' garden and arranged them in 
a burnished copper container that had belonged to Mrs. Jones. 

Copies of the poem were distributed as the dedication service closed. 

BENCH DEDICATION: Betty Wright (right), president of Mountain View Garden 
Club, dedicates the granite bench in memory of Fanny Peace Jones as Commis­
sioner John Browne (left) and Ed Jones, husband of the late Mrs. Jones, listen to 
remarks from club members. 

Members of Mountain View Garden Club, Modem Gardeners arid Garden Gate 
Garden Club attend~d the dedication ceremony. They are (front. left to rjght) In­
glis Rowe, Betty Wright, Joy Snow, Norma Johnson, Betty Palmer, Lyda Hennis 
and Eleanor Powell-Norman. Back row: Katherine Parries, Nell Cox, Dot Loftis, 
Rachel Hill, Pat Eggers, Gerlene Snow, Alice Pell, Frances Johnson, ,,'ill Barr, 
Marjorie Holcomb, Claire Merritt, Sarah Lee McGee, Heeth Clark and Susan Gitt. 

... 



Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 50th ANNIVERSARY: Members of Mountain View Gardeners Garden Club were decked out in Easter finery 
to celebrate the golden anniversary of their club, organized in 1950. Members wore dresses, hats, gloves and 
accessories from that era. Spec;ial guests for the anniversary luncheon at the historic Moore House included 
members of Modem Gardeners and Garden Gate Garden Club, in addition to state officers. They are (front, 
leffto right) Pat Eggers, Betty Wright, Gerlene Snow, Ann Watson, Sue Mason, Imogene Midkiff, Lisa Robert-
son, (behind) Minnie Loflen, Jill Barr. achel Hill president. Ca~ n 

1 Club Hold, 
Flower Show 
Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 
SPRING EVENT: Members of 
Modem Gardeners recently 
staged thelr'f_nnual spring 
flower show at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bucky Holcomb, Lau­
rel Ridge Place. Linda Kniskem 
(left), club president, and Kim 
Holcomb hostess, are shown 
with the fiower show judges, 
Juanita Daber (right) a master 
flower show judge and a former 
president of the Garden Club of 
North Carolina, and Joyce 
Adams an accredited flower 
show j~dge from ~i,:ist?n­
Salem. They are critiquing a 
flower arrangement created by 
Linda Kniskem. 

Eleanor Powell 
The Mount Airy News 

F ORAL EXHIBI­
TIONS: Tracy Green­
wood (left photo) pos­
es with a creation that 
she designed for the 
foyer of the Holcomb 
home. Mary Kilby 
(right) used tulips from 
her garden for the ex­
quisite design on the 
dining room buffet. 
These are just two of 
the arrangements cre­
ated by garden club 
members for specific 
settin s throu 

• 
"Flowers Burst Fort~ from the New 

Ground" . 
Flower ·show 

Pro~am Chairpersons: 
{(~therine Parries 

Elea_nor Powell-Norman 

Hostesses: Officers 
Linda Kn1skern 

Marjorie Holcomb 
Earlene Epperson 
Sarah Lee IylcGee 
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Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 
S ECTACULAR RHODODENDRON: Haywood Merritt shows off a few of that speci­
men's blooms to members of Modem Gardeners during a Tuesday tour of the Merritt 
garden. Linda Kniskem (left}, club president, Earlene Epperson and Betty Palmer listen 
as Merritt presents tips on growing rhododendron. A blue-ribbon-winning member of 
'he North Carolina and National Rhododendron Societies, Merritt also explained the 
proper care for hybrid rhododendron throughout the year. Claire Merritt hosted the 
luncheon meeting and introduced her husband as program speaker. 

Modern Gardeners Install New Officers 
Haywood Merritt Jr .• wa.'> guest speaker 

for the May luncheon meeting'held recent­
ly at the Merritt home on Country Club 
Road. He talked to the group about grow­
ing rhododendron and led them on ·a tour 
of the magnificent garden which was 
reaching its peak. • 

Claire Merritt hosted the covered,&h 
luncheo11 along with Emily Crossingham. 
Jewel Bondurant and Mary Kilby. 

Linda Kniskem presided during the 
meeting and introduced special guests, 
Beth Martin, assistant District lV director. 
who installed new club officers. and Cassie 
Mackie. a charter member of Modem 
Gardeners, both of whom are garden club 
members in Winston-Salem. 

The new officers are: Claire Merritt, 
president: Eleanor Powell. vice president: 

Palmer. treasurer. 
Marrin installed the officers in an 

i!11pressive ceremony and presented each a ' 
potted plant representing the office they 
hold. 

Kniskem was remembered with an 
engraved silver bowl for her capable lead­
ership throughout the year. The presenta­
tion was made by Marjorie Holcomb, om­
going vice p~sident. 

Tracy Greenwood reported that she and 
Linda Stanfield visited with the skilled 
care class during the month of May and led 
the students in decorating terracotta pots to 
be taken home to their mothers. They also 
'1elped the group plant flowers on the 
school lawn as a garden therapy project. 

May 16, 2000 
11.30 a.m. 

Covered Dish Luncheon 
Horne of Claire and Haywood Merritt 

Topic; 
"Rhododendron Spectacular·" 

.. --~-~ ... 
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Guest Speaker: 
Haywood Merritt 

Blue Ribbon Winning Member of the N.C. 
and National Rhododendron SQcictics 

. > 

Katherine Parries. secretary; and Betty 

Gifts of appreciation were presented to 
the installing officer. Beth Martin, and pro­
gram speaker, Haywood Merritt Jr. 

Eight club members gath­
ered on Thursday to prepare 
and plant the mini-garden at 
the triangle on Main and 
Renfro streets. Participating 
on the day-long beautifica­
tion project were Emily 
Crossinghatn, chairman; 
Inglis Rowe, Mary Kilby, 
Jewel Bondurant. Betty 
Palmer, Katherine Parries. 
Claire Merritt and Eleanor 
Powell. 

MODERN GARDENERS: Beth Martin (left), assistant District IV Director of the 
Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc .. installs new officers of Modern Gardeners. 
They are (left to right) Claire Merritt, president; Eleanor Powell, vice president; 
Katherine Parries, secretary; and Betty Palmer, treasurer. 

... lindaKn1skem 
(right),outgoing presi­
dent, receives a silver 
bowl from Modern 
Gardeners. Marjorie 
Holcomb makes the 
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Group To Honor 
'Secret Gardens' 

From Staff Reports 
If you've noticed and enjoyed colorful 

gardens around Mount Airy this summer, 
you're not the only one . 

Beginning this month, the Mount Airy 
Appearance Commission will be recogniz­
ing a "Secret Garden" each month - award­
ing the plantings for their colorful and cre­
ative additions to the city. 

This month, two winners have been se­
lected -- the alleyway garden off Main 
Street downtown, created and maintained 
by the Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club, 
and the triangle garden at the Renfro-North 
Main intersection, planted and maintained 
by the Modem Gardeners. 'The alleyway 
garden adds wonderful color to the down­
town area,'' said Steve Scott. commission 
member, ''and the triangle garden offers a 
brillian w,;lcome ~ the city." 

Scott said that ftlbn ~ Gardens" 

Gardens 
Continued from page l 

ma.y be as small as a container gar­
~en or a window box, or as amb1-
llous as a backyard cottage garden. 

''We'll also be awarding origi­
nality as well - perhaps an herb 
garden, a water garden, or a trel­
lissed grape arbor,'' he said. "Mem-

bers will be canv88$in& their com­
munities to find these hidden trea­
sures." 

Scott said the new award may 
encourage gardeners to put forth 
extra effort, but has another pur­
pose. 



COOKS OF 
THE WEEK 

MODERN GARDENERS 
By ELEANOR POWELL 

Food Editor 
Modem Gardeners not only have a knack for flower arranging and 't' 

gardening, they're also experts in the kitchen. Each one brought a ~a­
vorite dish to the May luncheon meeting at the Lovely home of Claire 1 

and Haywood Merritt. • 
Claire hosted the occasion. along with Mary Kilby, Emily Crossing­

ham and Jewel Bondurant, who provided some delicious desserts. 

• 'Ju'!, .. () 

Surprisingly, no two members brought the same dish. Baked ham. 
rolls and tea were enjoyed with a variety of.salads. casseroles. vegeta- ., ;• • 
bles and fruits. 

I ' \ ~I 
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COOKS OF 
THE WEEK 

~ Eleanor Powell/The M"!Jnt Airy News 
""$PRING BUFFET: Marjorie Holcomb, hostess Barbara Gardner.Bar­

bara Yates and Joy Snow (left to right) arrange dishes on the island for 
Modern Gardeners' annual luncheon meeting. 

MODERN GARDENERS ...i 

SPRINGTIME LUNCHEON· F Eleanor Pow~,VThe Mount Airy News 
• or a garden club mef:ltmg Sue Cooke 

g~~ ansd 
1
served this delic~ous Cream of Pimiento Soup, Wild J~;: 

ic en a ad, Asparagus with Roma Tomatoes and Herb Vinaigrette. I 
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Club/Civic 

CLUB SPEAKER: Claire Merritt (right), president of Modern Gardeners, intro­
duced Juanita Daber (left), who addressed the membership on national, state 
and local goals and objectives. 

Modern Gardeners Hear Former State President 
Juanita Daber, a former president of the 

Garden Club of North Carolina Inc., ad­
dressed Modem Gardeners at their Sep­
tember luncheon meeting at Cross Creek 
Country Club. 

Introduced by club president, Claire 
Menitt. Daber reported on national, state 
and local objectives and went into detail 
describing projects conducted on each lev­
el. 

A former resident of Durham, she 
moved back to her native Mount Airy last 
year and is currently a member of Modem 
Gardeners. She is also an accredited 
flower show judge. 

All 24 members of the club were pres­
ent for the occasion. The luncheon tables 
were decorated by Merritt and other club 
officers: Eleanor Powell, vice president; 
Katherine Parries, secretary; and Betty 

, Palmer, treasurer. For the centerpiece Par-

• 

• ' •<J' "*'·" '' l \ . . 

' \ ' 
l . 

ries created a moss-covered topiary picture 
hat trimmed with fall flowers to coincide 
with this year's theme, "Covering New 
Ground." Places for each member were 
marked with framed photographs of the 
flower arrangements they created for the 
club's annual flower show. 

Each was also presented a potted cup of 
coleus and a scroll of menus for gardening 
recipes. 

Parries explained that the club will 
place a Christmas tree in the mini garden 
in November and decorate it with "tweets" 
for the birds. 

Tracy Greenwood was congratulated on 
her flower show photograph which was se­
lected for publication in the North Caroli-· 
na Garden Club Calendar 2000-2001. 

Members were reminded of the District 
4 meeting Oct. 31 in Winston-Salem. 
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tate Garden Club Presi 
By ELEANOR POWELL 

Staff Writer 

ent Joins Locals For Anniversary 

Modem Gardeners celebrat­
ed their 45th anniversary Tues­
day morning with a fast-mov­
ing, colorful program paying 
tribute to their members, honor­
ing stare dignitaries. recogniz­
ing four new life memberships, 
a flower arranging demonstra-
1 ion and delightful refreshments 
served in a spring garden at­
mosphere at Cross Creek Coun­
try Club. 

AU of this took place as Dr. 
Rusty Van Pelt, president of the 
Garden Club of North Carolina 
Inc.. paid tribute to Modern 
Gardene1s at their 45th anniver­
sary gala. 

The state garden club presi­
dent congratulated the local 
garden club on their many ac­
complishments and presented 
Claire Merritt, president, with a 
certificate of appreciation for 
the club from state headquar­
ters. 

Merritt mLroduced special 
guests: Joyce Adams and Phebe 
Kirkman of Winston-Salem, 
past presidents of the Garden 
Club of North Carolina Inc.; 
Beth Martin, incoming District 
4 Director; and Juanita Daber, a 
member of Modem Gardeners 
and a former state garden club 
presidenL 

Eleanor PowelVThe Mount Airy News 
LIFE MEMBERS: Four members of Modem Gardeners were presented life memberships in 
the Garden Club of North Carolina Inc., during the club's 45th anniversary celebration at 
Cross Creek Country Club. They are (left to right) Joy Snow, Inglis Rowe, Mary Kilby and 
Jewel Bondurant. 

Others recognized were: 
Ann Watson, president of 
Mountain View Garden Club; 
and Patty Gunn, president of 
Garden Gate Garden Club. 
Their club members were also 
invited as special guests. 

Past presidents and former 
members of Modem Gardeners 
attending the celebration were: 
Jane King, Lib Boyles, Bettie 
L-.onard, Lydia Garland, Lea 
Simmons, Frieda Chauncey, 
Rocelle Hart, Sarah Johnson, 
Sandra Marshall and Linda 
Sifi.k. 

Four members of Modem 
Gardeners were presented with 
life memberships in the Garden 
Club of North Carolina Inc., in 
recognition of their dedicated 
work and support in the local 
club. State garden club pins and 
certificates were presented to 
Jewel Bondurant, Mary Kilby, 
Inglis Rowe and Joy Snow. The 
club now bas 15 members who 
have been honored with state 
life memberships. 

Six charter members of thr. 
garden club who met and or­
ganized the c!ab in 195<:- and 

Elffar,,)( Powelt,The Mouffl A1fy News still maintain their mem~bip 
GARDEN CLUB CELEBRATION: Trish Sumners, an ac~ served as hostesses: Shirley 
credited flower show judge, puts the final touch on an Easter ~o:e, Charldean Gwyn, Mar­
basket during Modern Gardeners 45th anniversary g&1a at- JOf!!'.:.-_ Holcomb, Sa11ili Lee 
Cross Creek Country Club. McGee, Katherine Parries and 

Eleanor Powell. 

Inglis Rowe created a cen­
terpiece of spring flowers for 
the refreshment table and 
Katherine Parries made the 
white camellia corsages for 
special guests. Mountain View 
Garden Club honored the club 
with a centerpiece of all-white 
flowers for the table where the 
club's scrapbooks were dis­
played. 

Betty Palmer, club treasurer, 
helped distribute the new uncir­
culated silver quarters from 
North Carolina to each one at­
tending the celebration. 

Guest Artist 
Trish Sumners, an accredit­

ed flower show judge from 
Winston-Salem, charmed the 
audience with her presentation 
of "Lemons and Lines " 

Sumners is a true believer in 
enjoying what you do with 
flowers. '1f you don't like do­
ing a particular design, then do 
something else," she said with a 
twinkle in her eyes. "Always 
make this fun." 

.She also likes using spray 
paint fVk- interesting effects. The 
mother 0f two sons, Trish said 
the boys have outgrown Easter 
baskets, but she saved one fa­
vorite, and sprayed it bright 
green. For the mass arrange­
ment she chose some thistles 
that came from her native New 

Dr. Rusty Van Pelt (left), president of the Garden Club ot 
North Carolina Inc., presents a certificate to Claire Merritt 
(right), president of Modern Gardeners. About 60 garden' 
club members from the area attended the event · 

York and painted them with 
green spray paint. "Don't you 
think these look like eggs?" she 
asked. 

She then inserted lemons 
which were impaled with sticks 
into the Oasis. Next came the 
white, yellow and purple 
chrysanthemums, interspersed 
with clippings of fresh pine. 
The basket was placed on a pur­
ple place mat and complement­
ed with purple candles. 

As the artist stacked pieces 
of driftwood for another line 
arrangement, one of the garden­
ers asked, "How do you keep 
them from falling apart?" Her 
answer was "pray a lot!" 

For a dramatic composition 
Summers suggested using a 

plain candlestick found around'. 
the house. Spray it black. Using 
Ting-Ting, which is found in 
craft stores, spray black and in.:' 
sert in the candlestick. Place· 
lemons at strategic points in the 
Ting-Ting for a very effective.' 
conversation piece. 

With a black plastic contain­
er, she showed how three yel"' . 
low jonquils make an effective, 
design with corkscrew willow. 
for the line. , '. 

Sumners was applauded for· ; 
her designs and one member: j 
commented to her, "You. wen; 
just wonderful. You dido 't in-: 
timidate us and you made 
everything look so easy. We'.vei 
had fun!" 
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Ca Ii e Beamer/The Mount Airy News 
THINKING ABOUT SPRING: Mount Airy's Modem Gardeners are planning ahead by planting spring bulbs at the intersec­
tion of North Main and Renfro streets. Participating in the planting are (from left to right) are In lis Rowe. Katherine Parries, 
Kim Holcomb. Betty Palmer, Emily Crossingham and Mimi Patterson. 

.•, 

The Mount ~iry Public Library 

accepts with gratitude 

your gift 

in memory of 

~ . .&~~ 
an acknowledgement has been sent to 

~ . e.Q_GJ.AJ_ ~ 



GARDENERS GALORE: (Top left) Modem Gardeners members attending the District IV meeting were (left to right) Betty 
't_almer, Eleanor Powell, Claire Merritt, Katherine Parries, Earlene Epperson and Juanita Daber, a former president of the 
G:arden Ch.} :> of North Carolina Inc. (Top right) Members of the Mountain View Club attending the meeting (left to right) Imo­
gene Midkiff, isa Robertson and Gerlene Snow. 

------~------
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GARDEN CLUB CONVENTION: The South Atlantic Region, National Council of 
State Garden Clubs, Inc., convened March 11-13 at New Bern Riverfront Conven­
tion Center, New Bern. Representing Modem Gardeners were (left to right) 
Katherine Parries, secretary; Claire Merritt, president; Eleanor Powell, vice presi­
dent; and Juunita Daber, a past president of the Garden Club of North Carolina 
Inc. About 250 garden club members were there from North and South Carolina, 
Virginia, West Virginia and Kentucky. 

CHECKING ARRANGEMENTS: Phebe Kirkman (left), recording secretary of the 
South Atlantic Region, looks at the centerpiece arrangements along with Dottie 
Austin (center.) and Wava Howard. The decorating committee used pots of daf­
fodils with handpainted birdhouses at each of the tables. 

PROGRAM SPEAKERS: Dr. Rusty Van Pelt (center), president of the Garden 
Club of North Carolina Inc., introduces symposium speakers, Lucille Hipp, chair­
man of the board of governors, Daniel Boone Native Gardens, and Cecil Frost, di­
rector of the Plant Conservation Program of the N.C. Department of Agriculture. 

:3/-/J_ 0/ 

The Mount Airy News .. surry Scene Thursday, March 8, 2001 

CITY LANDSCAPING: Mich&lla Huff (right), landscape supervisor for the City of 
Mount~iry, tells Modem Gardeners about various beauty spots located through­
out the city that are planted and maintained by the city's landscaping department. 
Earlene Epperson is pictured to the left. 

Huff Talks To Modern Gardeners About Beauty Spots 

Michell a Huff, landscape supervisor for the City of Mount Airy, was guest speaker for 
the February meeting of Modem Gardeners. Her topic was "Mount Airy's Beauty 
Spots." 

Kim Holcomb introduced Huff to the gardeners who met in the conference room of 
the Mount Airy Municipal Building. 

Huff told the group that the city landscaping department planted over 7,000 annuals 
and 600 bulbs last year and used 24 40-pound bags of fertilizer iR the 33 beds throughout 
the city. 

Among those beautification projects were the War Memorial on Main Street. the two 
welcome signs to Mount Airy, Davenport Park, City Hall. Westwood and Riverside 
Parks, Andy Griffith Playhouse, Mount Airy Police Department, Mount Airy Public Li­
brary and mini garden on Renfro Street. 

In addition to the gardens they also planted and hung 28 planters on Main Street. 
For the year 2001 Huff and her group will plant red. white and blue petunias at the 

memorial. At other focal points they will use Dragon Wings. sun tolerant caladiums 
called "Florida Sweetheart ... new vinca named "Passion", drawf compact coleus dubbed 
"Fairway Rose and the shrimp plant. 

The horticulturist also noted that 80 percent of the annuals for the planters are grown 
in 6-ioch pots for instant color and size. 

Claire Merritt, president, noted that Modem Gardeners will celebrate Arbor Day on 
March 15 by planting a presidential tree on the grounds of the Mount Airy Middle 
School. Linda Stanfield added that a granite marker will be installed to identify the estab­
lished area where the garden club planted five other presidential trees last year. 

Merritt announced that the club will observe its 45th year anniversary gala on March 
27 at Cross Creek Country Club. Trish Sumner, an accredited flower show judge, will 
give a platform demonstration. Present members of Mountain View Garden Club and 
Garden Gate Garden Club have been invited to attend as special guests. 
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By Eleanor Powell Using various containers, the ardent arrange1 

Staff Writer combined suitable materials for pleasing effect! 
Inglis Rowe shared some decorating tips for and pointed out that different greenery makes ar 

brightening one's home after the Christmas deco- effective arrangement even in small, insignifican1 
rations come down and the lights are put away. containers. 

"The rooms inside the house just Jook a little Members brought a collection of greenery tc 
blah, but with a trip outside, you can gather all create their own designs with many becoming ac­
types of greenery to make an arrangement for quainted with greenery from other gardens. Dis· 
your home," she told Modem Gardeners during played on the long tables were camellia foliage 
their January meeting in the fellowship hall of Scotch broom, barberry, cotoneaster, English ivy 
the First Presbyterian Church. magnolia, boxwood, geranium, photinia, maho· 

Rowe displayed a number of beautiful nia, jasll1ine, nandina, cotoneaster, aucuba, pine 
arrangements that she had created for illustra- spruce, yew, hemlock and juniper. 
tions and to carry out the program title, "Green Barbara Gardner brought a huge piece of box 
with Envy." One was a very effective design us- wood about four-feet tall and the size of a busbe 
ing tall lines of pine with various groupings of basket. She announced that someone had rur 
euonymous, eleaganus. variegated aucuba. mag- over one of their large boxwoods and split it. ... 
nolia leaves. hemlock, camellia foliage and Bur- decided to bring it today so everyon~ would hav< 
ford holly. something to work with," she said with laughter. 

The program chainnan emphasized that the The ardent flower arrangers created man) 
design was suitable for a church arrangement and striking designs to be used either in their homei 
she planned to place it at the altar for last Sun- or carried to friends to enjoy. 
day's service at the First Baptist Church. "Green- The club president, Claire Frank, conducted ~ 
ery is so interesting as it varies from broad-leaf business session. Linda Kniskem and Mary Kil· 
foliage to delicate foliage and needled ever- by, hostesses, used a snow man theme for re. 
greens.'' freshments and table decorations. 

Eleanor Powell/The Mount Airy News 
GREEN WITH ENVY: Inglis Rowe (right) shows how simple it is to make all-green winter 
arrangements using fresh materials found near the home. She created several designs as il-
lustrations for members of Modern Gardeners. Admiring the display are Mary Kilby (left) and ' 
Linda Kniskern, January hostesses. 
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CHARTER MEMBERS: Modern Gardeners celebrated thl.'!ir 45th anniver­
sary March 27 with a g_ala at Cross Creek Country Club. These six charter 
members (front, left to right), Eleanor Powell, Marjorie Holcomb, Shirley Co:< 
and (standing) Sarah lee McGee, Katherine Parries and Charldean Gwyr,, 
helped organize the club in 1956. They were hostesses for the anniversar1 
celebration. 

VISITING OFFICERS: Juanita Daber (right), a past president of the Garden 
Club of North Carolina Inc., and a member of Modern Gardeners, welcomes 
(left to right) Joyce Adams and Phebe Kirkman. past presidents of the state 
garden club, and Beth Martin. incoming director of District 4, to the celebra­
tion held in honor of Modern Gardeners' 45th annivers 
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PR SS 
Special to The NEr 

E AWA~D: Eleanor Po~ell. (left) accepts a first-place award for her entry in the Nor 
Carolina Working ~ress A~1at1on contest. Melissa Clement, president of the associatio 
made the presentation dunng the group's annual meeting in Chapel Hill. 

Powell Wins First-Plac 
At State Press Contest 

CHAPEL HILL - Eleanor 
Powell, lifestyles editor of The 
Mount Airy News, won a first­
place award in the annual North 
Carolina Working Press contest 
held here Saturday night at 
Pyewacket's Restaurant. 

Powell was recognized for 
her entry written about a co­
worker, 
"rjberrier@heaven.com." Berri­
er passed away just a year ago 
and the writer reminisces the 
years they worked together in 
the newspaper business. 

Gail Kerr, a columnist for 
The Tennessean, Nashville, 
Tenn.. judged the columns divi­
;ion of the contest. She re­
narked, 'You had me from 
R.J.' .Touching, well-written. I 

felt R.J. was an old friend by 
the end. It brought tears to my 
eyes. Great detail. It read fast. 
Well done." 

This was the second time 
Powell captured a first-place 
award for her writing in the 
N.C. Working Press contest. 
She also won a first-place 
award from the North Carolina 
Food Service Association and 
was a part of the winning team 
to capture a first-place award 
for her cookbook supplement 
by the North Carolina Press As­
sociation in 1998. 

Melissa Clement, president 
of the N.C. Working Press, and 
a staff member of the Fayet­
teville Observer, made the pre­
sentations to winners from 

throughout the state. About • 
winners and their guests atten, 
ed the awards banquet. 

Powell has worked at 11 
Mount Airy News 42 years co· 
ering the society ne• ,s, civ 
and club news, her week 
cooking column and Mou 
Airy Happenings in the Sun 
Scene. 

The Mount Airy News-Surry Scene Thursday, May 31, 2001 

GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS: New officers of Modem Gardeners were in· 
stalled at a luncheon meeting. Robin Weisner (left), District 4 Director, was in 
charge cf the installation service. Serving for 2001-2002 are (left to right) Mimi 
Patterson, president; Linda Stanfield, vice president; Joy Snow, secretary; and 
Inglis Rowe, treasurer. 

District Director Installs Modern Gardeners Officers 

Robin Weisner of Winston-Salem, District 4 Director of the Garden Club of North 
Carolina Inc .. installed the new officers of Modem Gardeners during a luncheon meet­
ing at the home of Barbara Gardner. 

Claire Merritt, president. welcomed the group and introduced Weisner. During the 
installation service Weisner presented each of the officers with roses which are sym­
bolic of their duties for the coming year. Mimi Patterson is the president for 2001-
2002; Linda Stanfield, vice president; Joy Snow, secretary; and Inglis Rowe, treasurer. 

Weisner commended the club on their achievements during the year. They were the 
recipients of the Hannah McNeil McMillian Arbor Day Award which was presented at 
the state convention in Raleigh. The club's entry for the Nichols Bird Award captured 
a red ribbon, as did the club's Press Book. 

Merritt was remembered with an engraved silver bowl from the club fer her dedi­
cated leadership during the past year. Weisner was presented a gift of crystal as a token 
of the club's appreciation. 

Hostesses for the occasion. in addition to Gardner, were other life members, Sue 
Cooke, Betty Palmer, Earlene Epperson, Mae Turpin and Marjorie Holcomb. 

Tables set up on the enclosed sunroom were covered with lavender linen cloths a11d 
centered with whimsical arrangements created by Parries and Powell. For the center­
pieces they used containers from Spain that were made of recylced glass. Four p~ of 
colorful garden gloves were placed in each container with the fingers representing 
flower petals with a large fushcia peony inserted in the center. The gloves were laler 
removed and presented to each garden club member as a gift from the outgoing offi­
cers. Merritt. Powell, Parries and Palmer. 

Emily Crossingham reminded the group about the clean·up project at the mini-gar-
den and the planting of summer flowers. . 

Merritt also mentioned that several members plan to attend the Tour of H,lmes m 
Boone on July 14. Those planning to make the trip are asked to contact Merritt. 
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