




New VFW Post At Franklin Will 
Honor Name 01 ~illy Gray Stone 

Named For Army Man Who Gave Life 
To Country In Germany; James 'N. Hall 
Elected First Commander Of Post 6767 

~ 
Billy Gray St<•nc of Toast, who ~· 

died in World War II while stJrvinQ· 
with the Army in Germany, will 
be honored Monday night when a 
charter is presqnted to tho new 
Billy Gray Stone Post 6767 of 
the Veterans of ,,Foreign Wars at 
Franklin school.· 

The young Army man, 18, was 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Stone. He was killed in action on I 
February 15, 1945, as the Ameri­
can Infantry units were advanc­
ing through Germany. 

A leader in school and church 
activities, Private Stone was a 
graduate of the 194::1 class of 
Franklin high school and was. a 
member of the Calvary Baptist 
Church. He played basketball for 
his high school team. 

Billy Gray died in the service 
of his country ·just three days be­
fore he had been in the Army f 
six months. Entering the Arm 
August 18, 1944, he trained a 
Camp Croft, S. C., and was ship­
ped overseas in January, 1945. 

The charter and officer install­
ation service will begin at 7 :30 in 
the school cafeteria. 

James Norris Hall will be the 
first post commander. He will be 
installed by Jack Dusenberry of 
Hendersonville, senior vice-com­
mander of the North Carolina De­
partment of the VFW. 

Other officers to be installed by 
Mr. Dusenberry are Carl Venable, 
senior vice - commander; Edgar 
Slate, junior vice - commander; 
Roger Jones, quartermaster; 
Johnny Nichols, judge advocate; 
Roy George, chaplain; and Guy 
Watson, surgeon. Trustees will 
\r estal Phillips, Hunter f4cH 
.nd Bill O'Dell. 

The pui,Iic Is invited to cun -c 3T • cr." , 
SY..:::: LIVTI ~"•" . 

" ~o Here 
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-November 23, 1953 

State Com'Tlander 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that a group of veterans of our community 
are planning to org~nize a post of The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, pending approval. 

I feel sure that if this movement goes through,it will 
be a splerldid help to our community in all phases of 
community lifeo There is much interest in this Post and 
from all indications it should develop into a strong unit. 

I would like take this opportunity to eypress my feeling 
on tr1is and heartily endorse it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harold Stone 
Member Franklin School ~oard 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS BROADWAY AT 34TH STREET 

KANSAS CITY 11. MISSOURI 

~® 

V. F. W. 

- .mb :r 1: , 19S3 

orth Carolina Re: Billy Grey Stone Post No . 6767 
Toast , North Carolina 

.., receip of ta r lei} r or Decr.nroer 10, 1953, 
ic t-ton for chart r and Deoartment check No. 

t he r bovia Bank • 'rust Co 'm<ln , :tn t he amount of 
th3 chart r .fe for th n w POPt a cnpt'c.oned a ,ove . 

nd .h 1 chtrt •r is 
ov • 

!r CO pli!l.1CC l:1i t :r. !" requ s·t the chart sup li ~ arc bein e-ent 
!:-o Co 1r ~c rnl • Co1l' s, Co ity ~Yvico Of ·c ,r, Depart~ent 
o~ ~orth Carolina, Rural oute ·;o . ',, eo-.L'l'lt Ai:r:r, North Carolina. 

e e"" t' a ·;' · r · f ·.rnislv.,.d t' or.- u tor as noon as 
Po t 'P..as bc ... n rustercd an' the o:C...,.i ·rs inst-'llld. ~lank 1.orm 

por:.. of :ust~r riB. b"' found in th box o_· cl ... tt.r .... up lios. 

'ith k'nd r , rds and be..., wishes, I am 

LJ/ao 
CC - Ger'lld • Collina 



James Odell 
New Commander 
Of- Toast V.F.\V. 

~'James Odell was installed as 
Co,mmander of the Billy G r e y 1 
Stone Post, Veterans of Foreign 

r 

\Vars, in an installation ceremony 
a.t Veterans Memorial Park Friday 
1
night. . 

Other officers installe? were 
Senior Vice Commander D. A. Wat- , 
son, Jr., Junior Vice Commander 
Walter McCraw, Quarte rmaster 
Jack Gtiffith, Adjutant Norris 
Hall, Advocate Orson Puckett, 
Chaplain Brockley Lawson, and 
Surgeon Goldie Southern. 

The officers were installed at a 
dinner meeting with their wives 
as guests. Other guests wer·e Com­
mander and Mrs. Jake Pendleton 
of the Mount Airy Post, Robert 
McNeil and Mr·. and Mrs. Gerald 
Collins. 

Gerald Collins was installation 

I 
officer. 

· The Billy Grey Stone post is one 
of the newest VFW Posts being 

1 installed in January 1955. The post 
1 :neets each first and third Monday 
Lt Franklin School. 

~" ( • s: • il 

\Odell lnstall~d .· 
As .. Commander {)f 
Toast VFW Post 

·James Odell was installed as 

lnew commander of the Billy Gre~ 
Stone Post at Toast, V cte~·ans' o ... 
Foreign Wars, in ccremor11e::; l• ~· r -

1 

day evening at Vet er ans Mernonal 
Park. 
l Earlier wives of memb~rs of 

I post s wc~·e guest s at a chrcken I 
dinner. Among t.he guest s w e. rc ~ 
Commander and Mrs. ~ake P~n-. 
dlcton of the ('laude E . Hookm 
Post in Mount Airy, James Me- \ 
Neil and Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Col-~ 
lins. 

Other officers in stall~d . incl_ud­
ed : D. A. Watson, Jr., s~mor v:rce-
. mmander; Walter McCraw, ~u~­
co . d .. Jack Gnffr­ipr v1ce-comman er ' . 

11 th, . quartermaster; N orns Ha ' 
adjutant; .Orson Puckett, ad':'o­
cate; Brockley Lawson, chap lam; I 
a.l.l.d Goldie Southern, surgeon. 

t~ 



FORREST V. DUNSTAN 
COMMANDER 

CAROLINA BUILDING 
ELIZABETH CITY, N. C. 

JACK F . DUSENBURY 
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 

1303 HIGHLAND AVE. 
HENDERSONVILLE, N. C . 

W. RUFUS JOYNER 
JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

BOX 64!5 
ROCKY MOUNT, N. C. 

ARCHIE C. INGRAM 
A.D.JUTANT·QUARTERMASTER 

P. 0 . BOX 1838 
HIGH POINT, N , C. 

GRAHAM M. CARLTON 
JUDGE ADVOCATE 

BOX 442 
SALISBURY, N . C. 

DR . HOWARD E. WEST 
SURGEON 

1319 PLAZA 
CHARLOTTE, N . C . 

REV. ROBERT VARNER 
CHAPLAIN 

W . WILSON AVE. 
MOORESVILLE, N . C . 

CHARLES T. MYERS 
PAST DEPT. COMMANDER 

3 LAW BUILDING 
CHARLOTTE, N. c. 

'~r . l~orris Tiall, Com::~ander 

:='ost ho . 6767, V. F . 
Toast, l':ort~1 Carolina 

Dear Comrade riall: 

Q/ lite United Sillies 

13 January 195"h 

'1e extend to ;you and the comrades in t"le new Toast post 
a co·"dial welcome into the ranks of the Veterans of Forei;n 
'ars, Anerica. 1 s finest veterans organization. '·"e have been 

advised by District Comnander :1ack Jall that the post was 
formally instituted at the :2ranJ.·~j_n ~if>h School on z.:onday 
ni~ht, January 11 . 

''"e know you are <:;oing; to enjoy the fine comrades11ip 
Td1ich is unique in all v ~ F . ".". posts and we cono;ratulate 
yo.'- ~~pon havinG been elected the post 1 s firs t com'lander . 
T"1is of .Lice is at your service in ever:J possi 'Jle v:ay in re­
r;ard to your duties • 

]nder separate cover, rre are raailinf; you a roster of all 
the posts in ~;orth Carolina, including the names and addresses 
of t~e :Oepart1:1ent Of.:fj_cors and ~~ost Comr11anders, Acl~,J.t-mts, and 
'ruarter-'l.asters . .!-\.lso, '.'.rhatever ot}1er Elaterial 1 ''8 can c,;et to-

r; ether which may help you as corm-:1.ander . You are, of course, 
in tl1c lith '"'J'Y District of "~1iC 11 :_a.ck J.. '.'cill is col11l,1ander . 
He ""rill be your liaison "rith the Departraent Com."!landcr and will 
represent you at ';oundl a_~ AcLjnistration meetj_no;s . 

Comrade fall has asked us to send you a warrant for the 
installation o" officers .?nd some mertihership application carr1s . 
Tl.ere ·.-ras s mnosed to be in .,_J1e box of charter supolios a muster 
report in duplicate, to be filled out by the instituting officer. 
T11 is usually serves instead o~ a vrarrant Tih en a r. era post is in­
stituted . If you can "ind t":lis report, we wj_ll appreciate yc,1r 
fillinr,. out bot'., copies and mailin~ thern to us . If you don It 
::'ind them, please advise . .!1. warrant ~orm is enclosed on ;·rhich 
please list names and addresses of post officers and ot1er in­
formation requested, sending one to this o.::fice, one to Comrade 
'"all at Danbury, and one to Adjutant General , VF'J, Broadway at 
3htb St ., Kansas City 2, Lissouri. The membership application 
cards o re beim; mailed under separate cover . 

HEADQUARTERS • 124 NORTH MAIN STREET • HIGH POINT, N.C. 



FORREST V. DUNSTAN 
COMMANDER 

CAROLINA BUILDING 
ELIZABETH CITY, N. C. 

JACK F. DUSENBURY 
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 

1303 HIGHLAND AVE. 
HENDERSONVILLE, N. C. 

W. RUFUS JOYNER 
JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

BOX 64S 
ROCKY MOUNT, N. C. 

ARCHIE C. INGRAM 
ADJUTANT-QUARTERMASTER 

P. 0. BOX 1838 
HIGH POINT, N. C. 

GRAHAM M. CARLTON 
JUDGE ADVOCATE 

BOX 442 
SALISBURY, N. C. 

OR. HOWARD E. WEST 
SURGEON 

1319 PLAZA 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

REV. ROBERT VARNER 
CHAPLAIN 

W. WILSON AVE. 
MOORESVILLE, N. C. 

CHARLES T. MYERS 
PAST DEPT. COMMANDER 

3 LAW BUILDING 
CHARLOTTE, N. C, 

llr . Gerald Collins 
Dept. Com~unity Service Chairman 
Rt. 4 
Hount Airy, North Carolina 

Dear Gerald: 

of tlte United States 

25 November 1953 

Congratulations on the new post in Toast! As soon as 
we get the charter application, we will send it on to Nation­
al Headquarters for approval. It usually takes about three 
weeks for it to ~o through and the charter supplies to be 
delivered after we get the application. We would like to 
know who is going to institute the new post so that the 
charter supplies can be sent direct to him. Please let us 
know when you send the charter application. 

re will place Norris Hall and 1oger Jones' names on 
the mailing list as Cornnander and Quartermaster • 

. 71th all good wishes, I am 

Yours in Comradeship, 

~ 
A. C. Ingram 
Adjutant Quartermaster 

P . S. The post number ~~ll be 6767. 

HEADQUARTERS • 416 WEST BROAD STREET • HIGH POINT, N. C. 



Toast Veterans 
To Get Charter 
TOAST - An application for V. 

F. W. charter has been submitted 
by the overseas veterans of Toast. 
The new post is to be known 
as Billy Grey Stone Post 6814. 

The post expects to be instituted 
shortly after Christmas by De­
partment Senior Vice Commander 
Ja<;k F. Dusenbury. This post will 
be In the Eleventh District of which 
Mack R. Wall is commander. 
Twenty-one names were listed on 
the charter application. 

The move to organize a V.F.W. 
post in Toast met with wholeheart­
~ approval. H. S. Broome, prin­
Cipal of Franklin High School 
wrote: "As a member of th~ 
school board, I am very proud to 
endorse a movement of this kind 
since I feel it will mean a great 
deal to our veterans and the com­
munity in general." 

Another member of the school 
~ard, Harold Stone, wrote: "I feel 
sure that if this movement goes 

· through, it will be a splendid help 
to our community in all P.hases of 
community life. 

Dennis W. Moody, of the Moody 
1 F~ner~~ Home in Mount Airy 

said: I personally know these 
boys and I do know they are a 
very pro · and want 
to help their communitj in which 
they live." 

Post 6767 
Instituted 

~ - At Toast 
TOAST-On Jan. 11, a new VFW 

post was instituted at Toast, the . 
ceremonies being held at the 
Franklin High School with R. A. • 
Miskelly, Department Deputy 
Membership Chairman, as in­
stituting officer. The new post is 
the Billy Grey Stone Post 6767. 
Norris Hall was installed as com­
mander. The public was invited to 
the meeting, including the family I 
of Billy Grey Stone, for whom the 
post is named. 

Other officers installed were Sr. 
Vice Commander, Carl Venable . 
Jr., Vice Commander, Edga:: 1 

Siate; Quartermaster, R o g e rl1 

Jones; Adi. Wade Frye; Surgeon, 
Guy Watson ; Trustees, Vestal 
Phillips, Hunter McHone, and Bill . 
Odell. j 

Also attending the institution 
ceremonies were 11th District j 
Commander Mack R. Wall and 
Department Community Service j 
Chairman Gerald R. Collins, who 
is also Sr. Vice Commander ofl 
the 11th District. 

Several members of the Dan­
bury and Mount Airy posts were 
visitors. 



amed 11th 
District V:FW 
Commander 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
in a district meeting held at the 
F1·ank Penyman Post Home in 
Winston-Salem Sunday, April 25, 
elect-ed Gerald Collins of Mount 
Airy the Eleventh District Com-

1 
mander. 

· Other officers elected for the 
coming year are Jim S"aylor, Elkin, 
senior vice commander; Charles 
Rob-erscn, Danbury, junior vice 
commander; Clay Allen, Mocks­
ville, quartermaster; Dallas Smith, 

I 
Winston-Salem, judge advocate; 
Maurice Bumgarner, Elkin, Chief 
of Staff;· Clete W. Ketner, Win-

J ston-Salem, inspector; Norris Hall, 
Toast, · surg'eon; Charles Yar­
brough, Winston~Salem, Chaplain. 

Mack R. Wall, outgoing district 
commander, was elected district 
trustee for three years; William 
Porter of Kernersville, trustee for 
two years and J.ames R. McNeil of 
Mount 'Aity, hustee for one year. 

All incomi)lg officers were in­
stalled by the Stat,e VFW com­

! mander, Forrest Dunstan of Eliza-
beth City. • 

Mrs. James R. McNeil of Mount 
Airy was elected junior vice com­
mander of the Eleventh District 
Ladies Auxiliary. 

The next district meeting will 
be held in Danbury at a time to 
be announced at the VFW State 
Encampment at Asheville in June. 

The Eleventh District is com­
of ten VFW posts with a 

of over one 

campmetTt 
.At Asheville 

ASHEVILLE. June 9 I.LP)-Some 
1,200 to 1,500 Veterans of Foreign 
Wars are expected to attend a 
four-day encampment of the North 
Carolina Department opening here 
tomonow. 

Among speakers at the 24th an­
nual encampment will be P. L. 
Collins, manager of Oteen Vet­
eral).s Administration H o s p i t a I. 
Dewey Beauchamp, commander of 
Asheville Post 891. Mayor Earl W. 
Eller of Asheville, Mrs. Mary 
Harrison, president of the Ashe­
ville Auxiliary; Forrest Dunstan of 
Elizabeth City, department com­
mander: and :.\1rs. Ruby Reinhart, 
department auxiliary president. 

Greetings of the national organi­
zation will be brought by Omar B. 
Ketchum of Washington, national 
legislative director. 

~ Collins will be the principal 
speaker at the grand banquet cli­
maxing the encampment. 

The four-day program will be 
highlighted at 11 a.m. Saturday 
with the encampment's parade fea­
turing more than 70 units and 

1 some half a dozen bands, · 
a crack 60-piece musical unit 
Hickory. 

The encampment will close 
with a memorial 

Auditorium 
session. ele 
announceme 
nal encam 

I 
I 

EDWIN .MESSICK 

! Messick To Be 
Guest Speaker 

'l'h(;) Eleventh District; of the ' 
VFW and Auxiliary will Jneet with 
the Billy Grey Stone Post of Toast 

~1'hmklin High School Sunday at 
l 

' [.!.111. 

Edwin Messick, North Carolina 
Department Insp-ector, will be 
guest speaker and all mambers of I 
the VFW and Auxiliary are urged 
to attend the meeting. Mr. Messick 
is a past commander of Post 1134, 
Winston-Salem, and i::; a past de­
puty in,;pcctor general of VFW I 
National Headquarter::;. I 

'l'bc Eleventh Di::;trict is made , 
ll up of Surry, Stokes, Forsyth, Yad-~ 
t kin and Davie Counties. Gerald 

Collins of this city is commander 
of the district and Mrs. Inez Alley/ 
of DanbUl ' is resident of t e 
Lailics J 



BY r.IEE POST . 

Wins Nash 

Pictured above is Brockley Lawson, member of the Billy Gray 

Stone Veterans of Foreign Wars post, presenting the 1955 
license plates to Georee M. Snyder, Jr., of this city, winner of 

auto given away by the VFW post earlier this year. 

Staff 
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l Toast Boy Tal\eS 
Part In Marble 
.Tournament l 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post I 
6767 of Toast sponsored .Jaek · 
Thomas in the recent State Mar­
ble Tournament of Fayetteville. 
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Thomas and was champion 
at Franklin School. , 

, D. A. Watson, .Jr., local VFW 
j member, accompanied .Jack on 
, the trip. 

li!l~~o:f-ttlfV.,;-, festivities. 
C'OlllpPCed \·nth 48 <.!Ui<&~"---"o.;;; 

champions, sponsored b~· the var­
ious other VFW posts of the 
str.te . He lost in the second round 
of the contP3t hut received a ITo­
phY. 

The 

~BILL 
lOAST, N.C. 

I Here's a new post that should 
go a long way in their Commu-

1 nity Service Program. At the or­
ganizational meetinfg of the Post, 
they voted to start a program of 
service to the community. 

Commander Norris Hall and the 
comrades have lost no time in 
getting their projects under way 
for they have assisted the athletic 

Jdepartrhent of the Franklin High . 
School by operating the concess­
ions, selling tickets, taking up tick- f 

Jets, keeping time and order during 
all the High School basketball ! 
games this past winter. As usual, 
whether it be a new post or an old 

'one, they are always ready to give 
hand and when the Ruritan Club 

on the Billy 
hely in one of 

were more 

P,ost has sponsored a mar­
tourney in the local school and 

solicited the community for 
funds for a family whose home 
was destroyed by fire. 

Too s 
Memoria I Service 
TOAST -Billy Grey Stone Post 

6-767 held its first Memorial Serv­
ice on Sunday, May 30, at Calvary 
Baptist Church at Toast. Carl 
Venable, Post Chaplain, was in 
charge of the services. 

All visiting veterans were recog­
after which a Roll of Hon­

or was dedicated. 

Rev. R. L. Wilson, pastor of t.l)e 
church and a former Naval Chap­
lain, delivered the message, "The 
Christian Soldier." 

After services at the church, an 
appropriate graveside Memorial 

at 

\ 



illy Gray Stone VFW Post 
Mr. James Hall 
~oast, North Carolina 

Dear V~~ Members ; 

Although the Christmas season is over and He have returned to our 
normal routine duties, we want to take this opportun~ty of expressing 
our sincere thanks to you and the members of t~e group you ~epresented 
for the wonderful way in which you cooperated with the Empty Stocking 

· Committee in making this the most su0cessful Christmas for the unfor­
tunate of our comnunity. Just as the wise n1en wended their way back 
to the routine duties of 11 caring for their flock" from the gift taking 
visit to the now born Saviour, full of p~aise and hope, we trust your 
return to the routine of office, store, or factory, will be a happier 
experience for having kept the spirit of the wise men nearly 2000 year2 
ago. 

For your information the following facts regarding this Community pro­
ject for this year are presented. 

(1) A total of 163 families with a membership of 891 individuals were 
helped this year. 

(2) At least 68 different groups, including Sunday School Classes, 
Veterans Organizations, and Merchant and Employee groups, with an 
average of at least 10 members per group, participated in the prepara­
tion and distribution of these gifts. 

(3) There is no way of estimating the actual monetary benefits extend· 
ed to these families, but we do know that from $10 to $60 was spent on 
every family. 

(4) It was the most successful Christmas program for the unfortunate 
ever accomplished in this Community before. 

(5) We hope your Christmas was more meaningful than ever before for 
having participated and that you will want to share in the progrqm aga~~ 
next year. 

(6) The Committee will appreciate any criticisms or suggestions result• 
ing from your experiences this year. 

Happy New Yeart 

Sincerely yours, 

rg:"-:~~:: 
. Carter , vj 
ond Weldon 

W. M. Johnson 
Jirnmy Barber 
Jimmy Shaw 



B. H. THARRINGTON, SUPERINTENDENT 

H. S. BROOME, PRINCIPAL 

FRANifLIN HIGH SCHOOL 
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

MOUNT AIRY, NORTH CAROLINA 

R.F.D.NO. 4 

r. ~o~ris Hall, Co ander 
Billy Gray Stone Post 
ifetere~s of ~oreign ~ars 
Toast North Carolina 

Dear r . Is.ll: 

SCHOOL BOARD: 

GUY W. SPARGER 
B. A. JARVIS 
J. H. HALL 
HAROLD STONE 
:.\L W. CARTER 

It :!.s E real :>leesure for "!'e to o.Pfer to :JOl' .qnd your fine Post 
some words of co~~endation for the splen~id work t1~t you ~re 
coing in our corrl""lunity . l nave been in'~ressed by the f&ct th::t, 
while you d~ such a zood job of taking care o~ t~e needs of 
~or~dr ~ervice ~en, you always find so yany fine things that 
you ct-D and d.o '1o for the co-rrrmn.i ty as a whole. 

~our Post has te'{en a lead5n role in the promotion of recreuti.on~l 
activities for the youth of Franklir uchool territory. Ihe progr'm 
of play activity that you have sponsored 1uring su~"d~ rronths has 
ceytainlv done rruch to coMbat juvenile delinq11incy . It has helped 
boys to spend their spare time r'rofitably and plea~antly in corrpeti­
tion witn their fellows . Also, yov have been of very reat assistance 
to ~ranklin ~ch ol in our atbletic ~ro ram during the school y~ar. 
~ne fact t1Et your rren have kept tne gate for us at basketball and 
football ge~es ~as contributed wuch to ~ood order and it has taken 
quite a burden frow the sLoulders of ;rincipal and coaches • 

• ~e aprrecit<te ost hi~hly your contribution on the scnool activity 
bus . e reuli'6e that individuals of JOUr ,roup rrade contrJbutio~s 
as in.divi~u'ls and tnat the ~ost ~ade a Post contribution . All of 
tre:;sc ifts nelped t0 'Take it possible for us to col"'plete payr1ent 
for the bus sho~tly after it WRS ~eliverA~ to ~s . 

J.P we at ~rankl in Sch 1 ~aD re0urn any of yov.r favors to the 
sc110ol a11d col:"',..,unity, please cell on us . 

~incerely ;o~rs, 

L. u . B~oorre, Princi!"lal 
~ra~.l:!.n. Hi~h ~chool 
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