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BOOKS

These are the masters who instruct us without hard words or anger,
without clothes or money. If you approach them, they are not asleep;
if you interrogate them they conceal nothing; if you mistake them, they
never grumble; 1f you are ignorant, they cannot laugh at you.

The LIBRARY, therefore, of wisdom is more precious than all riches,
and nothing that can be wished for 18 worthy to be compared with it,
Whosoever, therefore, acknowledges himself to be a zealous follower of
truth, of happiness, of wisdom, of science, or even of faith, must of
necessity make himself a lover of books, --General Federation News--

OUR LIBRARY 1961: THE PRESENT PICTURE

Qur library now has outgrown all facilities and cannot possibly
expand to meet the neede of modern civilization as long as it remains
located in its present quarters. The building is heated without bene-
fit of modern methods and this makes for quicker deterioration of books,
It 18 a difficult job to keep the volumes in good reading condition,

t:o .h:ivoa free of dust, and the overall appearance of the library
attractive, :

Just as you would be embarrassed to have guests view a cluttered
home, you should be embarrassed for the appearance our library presents
to visitors from out of town and to new residents who come seeking
reading material there for the first time.

The Library Board and our two eager librarians, Miss Elizabeth
Lovill and Miss Elizabeth Smith, work hard and do the best they can to
maintain adequate library services under difficult operating conditions,
They are to be commended for the fine job they do and for their devo-
tion to the cause they serve, 34 '

Where our library had a signed membership of 1,716 in 1931, and
approximately 10,000 in 1945, we now have close to 16,000 people regis-
tered to sign out books. There are days when the files are so full of
signed cards that it is impossible to thumb through them without mov-
ing some out to make room, There are days when the librarians are so
rushed with loaning and reclaiming duties that they have no time for
the many other jobs which are so vital to a busy operation.

There is no room on the shelves for many books, Some are resting
horizontally across fully stacked cases; others must remain in inaccess-
ible locations where they cannot be readily seen. Children's books are
often too high for childreén to reach them without aid from the librar-
ian, and many adult books are at floor level, making it hard for our
senior citizens to consider them useful,

The library building, with 1ts many small rooms and many doors and
windows is hard to keep comfortable, It is poorly lighted and is ex-
pensive to heat in winter, Truly it is not a credit to the forward look-
ing citizens of Mount Airy. :

. Let us take a look into the future and try to imagine what our
“town library could look like if every one of us were to work, either as
individuale or with our favorite club, towards the goal of a Cultural
Center that we would be proud to point out to visitors and even prouder

to have for our own use.




19%?: MOUNT AIRY PLANS FORMAL DEDICATION OF NEW CULTURAL CENTER

(The following article is a preprint of one which some ¢éay should ap-
pear in the Sunday section of the big city newspapers. Unfortunately

at present there are none of the accompanying future photographs ready
.for distribution.)

Next Tuesday will be an impor“ant day in the lives of the citi@‘”
zens of Mount Airy, one of our neighboring communities. At 7 P.M. the
Mayor and the Chairman of the Library Foundation will formally open
. the new Library-Cultural Building, the culmination of a dream close to
the hearts of many Mount Airy citizens for a period of years, (i
The new building is unique in that 1% rarrs .the firat time that\
all clubs and organizadions of the Town of Mount Airy have joined hands
in supporting one tremendous project. Busincsses and individuals have
been equally generous with their time, efforts, ard money., Without
this unity of purpose the building could rever have been completed in
80 uhort a time, _ : ,

Centrally located, close to the center of town ond the. Reeves [
Y.M. e :A., the new building will serve ag a.library ard. a meeting place:
.for all loveérs of arts and crafts, It'is hoped that claszes in many- .
constructive handicrafts will be acheduled for 2dults and children. in..
the near future

The exterior of the building is harmonious to surrounding struc-
tures and adjoins a large convenient parlidng areavhich opens directly
into the lower level of the building. Upon entering the rain doors one
is immediately impressed with the inviting cheerfulneces of the library.

, Interior design has been arranged on the specizal advice of library
techniciansg, and arrangement of books has been effected for maximum -
display and utility. Children's books are within easy reach to encou-
rage young people in their search for knowledge. Adult volumes are .
classified and cross-filed by author and by title, making it easy to
locate any volume at a moments glance.

‘A speclal reference room has been arranged with adequate desk ...
spate for students and the very latest set of Encyclopoedia Brittanica
has been donated by an anonymous friend. Other reference books are well
marked according to subject matter and even the youngar children can
find 1nrormation on any subject without aid :

: The librarian's deek in the main hall is a picture of runctional
beauty. It affords a clear view of the entire space and has an inter-
com for ‘communications with people using the reference room. As the.; ..
facilitiés grow this inter-com will be useful for people using the Arta-
and Gratta Department downstairs,-

g 18 ‘hoped that the North Carolina Gallery of Art in Raleigh. will
vote to include Mount Airy in their list of towns throughout the state
which now receive works of art for loan exhibitions..Tis fire proof,
electrically heated and cooled building could provide safe houeing for
auch exhibits. _

One downstairs room has been wired suitably for use as a proJection
room and it is hoped that in the future there may be a film library or
perhaps a microfilm periodical library established for public .use.: ,\;

N

The String Quartet from the North Carolina Sjmphony Orchestra wii}
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furnieh music for the opening'festivities and rerreshmenteiwil hge

the Junio d Senjor Women's: Club M
fgh epeegg wirie &e J ? 5 State fdgrargughafrgzr after a
brier greeting from the chairman or,the Mount Airy Ldbrary roundation.

{.

“The public 1s.invited to attend. Jgkif'%,ai

---------------------------- -

OPERATING EXPENSES: A PROBLEM OF THE FUTURE

Ohe of the problems which has plagued: the Library Board 13 lack
of dufficient funds for operating at mq§1mum efficiency with the high
prices of today's market. This problem;§0uld,he~1ntenaif1ed once the
1deal future librargfbecomes a realifysuon digl . 2
~[(rfgvors? % SVl A b

‘Inereased 1ocai support would be necesaary to maintain thewen-?a
larged, improved library which the Library Foundation hopes to see es-
tablished. The American Library Association recommends $3.00 per capita
population of the town, or about .ten t e the amount now being pro-
vided. This includes’ operation on a fu tape schedule, replacement or
d;aoarding of worn books, and enough 1porease dAn library staff to pern
nit ‘time for. needed cataloging dutiés and clerical work.

P ")'

- ‘There are some brighter spots to the picture which, as time goes
on, will be elaborated on in future news articles, The Libra.ry Services
Act, passed in Congress in June 1956 authorized generous federal funds
as grants to the states for the extension and improvement of rural
library service. A rural area is defined as any place. of 10 000 popu-
lation or less. : : _ s ) T e 't

Funds under a State submitted plan may be used for salaries, books
and other library material, library equipment and operating expenses,
but not for the.erection of buildings or purchase of land, Funds are
allotted to the States on _the basis.of their rural population and are.:
matohed bX the States on the basis of their. per capita 1noome. Hii o 8

- 1. The determination of best use of funds, the administration ot
public libraries, the selection of personnel and library books and
materials -insofar as is consistant with the purpose of the act- shall
be reserved to the States and thelr local subdivisions. Under this
plan for operation it 1is encouraged that community libraries in a
natural area should band together with a central library to form a
system of libraries ,. BUT, AND THIS IS IMPORTANT .. with each commun-
ity library retaining local control.

This is a brief report on a lengthy subject, one which will be
brought out in greater detall as we present more varied publicity on
our local library in the future,

JANUARY 1961: A BRIEF MESSAGE TO PONDER

The Town of Mount Airy is alive with new ideas, new industry, and
new faces, Famllies arrive to make their homes in our city and parents
and children are encompassed in our town's welcoming spirit.

These new famllies soon become well acquainted with facilities
necessary to everyday living. They are quick to learn which stores are
best suited to their own needs; they open accounts with a local bank-
ing house; they join the Y.M.C.A. for physical development; they be-
come part of the congregation of their local parent church and are as-




sured spiritual development and ‘support: One facet of mant8 craving
for imp ovement they often rail to rqcognize.
i & rb

How-many of us have been surprised to;diacover that many of our
newer citizens, perhaps even some of our long standing residents,do
not know where the Mount Airy Publiec Library is located! How many of
these families who plan so carefully for physical and gpiritual well-
being forget the satisfaction of stimulating literature for a well

developed mental growth,

Complacency 1s about to ruin our library. In the story of the
library's growth one fact becomes apparent - as long as civic interest
and unity of purpcse prevailed our library grew. When the war years
and other more pressing local problems caused Mount Airy citizens to .
become blind to the stagnant lag in library development the beautiful
library described in a 1944 newspaper began to deteriorate, The 1lib-
rary board needs the ravorable help of every individual to correct the
existing situation. , k B % ;

.

" The Mount Airy Junior Woman's Glub, in full cooperatinn with the
Library Board and the Library Foundation, 18 attempting to stimulate
city-wide interest in our public library. ‘We hope that this publicity
campaign will help to unite all Mount Airy civic organizations in work-
ing together to build a new library-cultural center, to offer mental
stimulation equal to the physical»and cpiritual guidance now avallable
to Mount Airy citizens. 23 ,

-] -

The Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club 1s eager to show its concern
for the needs of our community, and its faith in this project --

THE CUDTURAL CENTER

We will begin our campaign for funds with the Follies. Please
read on for a brief description of the program we propose, as well as
a resume of our club's other: attempts to serve through Community Ser-
vice and Adult Education. Farnn s )




THE FOLLIES

' The Follies, to be produced by the Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club
earlx in 1961, is a "means" to help Mount Airy reach an "end". This
"end" is a new library building; modern, well equipped, and readily
accessible. It is hoped that'the building can also serve as a center
of culture for the community. t -

Juniors hope that this cancentrated surge of talent and fun will .
provide funds to help us reach the goal of new library fatilities--
but we hope even more to stimulate the general feeling that it is
nothing short of being a local disgrace and an injustice to 1its youth
for the town to provide only the minimum of the one exisgting facility
that covers everything from table setting, travel and entertainment
to, space, thermonuclear war and philosophy--namely good books. It is:
sincerely hoped that the citizens will be alerted to the needs and will
unite to give our young people their chance to succeed.

"Jerome H, Cargill, a producing agency with headquarters in New
York, makes a business of producing shows in small towns such as ours.
After careful study of similar programs. in other communities/the af-t
Juniors have signed the contract with Cargill to produce the Mount Aliry
Follies. The agency .employs directors currently active on, Broadway, in
television, and in movies. One of these directors, preceded by busi-
mess men, local committees, and hard work, comes tp town for three
weeks. During this time the show is put together and presented. With
Cargill's help we will present, among other &xciting features, the
home spun housewife--transformed into a queen in the chorus line!l

Cargill has been presented in the Saturday Evening Post as being
unique and highly successful. Our contract puts a limit on how much
the company may make and guarantees that we will at least break even!
We cannot lose, but we are interested in succeeding! Reports from
other communities are most exciting and we are sure that through the
Follies the Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club can make a fine start in
the drive to obtain a new library for this area.

- Our club members are organized into committees and are continuing
the work that began in October, 1960, in preparation for the Follies.
The Follies will be presented March 24th and 25th in the evening.

Mrs. Richard Belton is serving as general chairman, assisted by Mrs.
Fred Preddy and Mrs. Lewis Bolen. |

Our show will be a musical comedy, a mixture of real talent and
the people you never thought would be seen on a stage. .It will be a
night of fun and frolic. It will be sold out! It will be remembered!




“

The Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club was organized in October, 1947,
under the leadorsh{p of Mrs. Jack Myers, Mrs, Ed Early, and Mrs. Jim
Vaughn. Twenty-nine charter members held their first meeting in Novem-
ber, 1947, at which time they were also chartered by the North Carolina
Federation of Women's Clubs.

During the years of 1948-1949-1950, the Club sponsored the Cancer
Control Drgve’asyits ma jor project. In addition, the Club cooperated
with the Community Chest in collecting toys for the Empty Stocking
Fund. The State projects of World Peace and World Government were
carried out with gigh school peace speaking contest, and gifts of food
and clothing sent abroad, as well as foreign correspondence by individ-
ual members., In November, 1950, a permanent club clothing closet was
established. The Club also undertook support of the Children's Home
Society. These are both permanent State Junior Projects.

Club year of 1950-51 had as its theme, Community Recreation. In.
conjunction with other civic clubs a Halloween Carnival was planned
and executed. The Cancer Control Drive, Empty Stocking Fund and World
Peace Speaking Contests were continued. Club members participated in
two National projects durln% this year: Collection of Stamps for
Wounded Veterans and Books for Overseas.

_ YouthiConservation aﬁd Cbmmunity Sei#ice were the Club projects
in 1951-52. Proceeds from the projects were divided ‘between the .
Veterans' Park and the Reeves YMCA. -

_ . Support of the Caswell.Training School was:added: to . the Club's
activitles in 1952-53 as a third Junlor project. Work was continued .
on Stamps for Wounded Veterans and the Americanism Campaign was adop-
ted as'a National Project. The local elementary schools and the Reeves
YMCA shared In the proceeds raised through local fupd projects.

. The year of 1953-54 found the Club carrying their four projects:
Caswell Training School;Children's Home Society, Clothing Closet, and
Americanism. In addition to these, the Club carriped out five local
service projects:  Sponsored Antique “how, Band and Glee Club Concert,
City-wide School Art Contest, Campaign for State and local Bond elec-
tions, and contributed service to the YMCA Circus. Funds realized from
Club projects were distributed among the local elementary schools,
Reeves YMCA, and Veterans' Park.

» The Club in '1954-55 completed a three-year project of donations
to the YMCA and the three elementary schools. In addition,.the Cludb
partiecipated in local drives, state projects, and the residential can-
vass for Community Chest, with the Clothing Closet and stamps for
wounded veterans being the most outstanding projects. An attempt to
make a change in the town charter concerning the School Board resulted
in the appointment of two new members to the Board and an increased
interest in local government, ' -

Highlighting the year 1955-56 was the organization of the Hospital
Auxiliary. The Club in this same year was given state recognition for
its year book, clothing closet achieveménts, and stamps for wounded
veterans project. The Club also sponsored the Bloodmobile, adopted

the Natlonal Saving Stamps Project, and contributed to South Main
Junior High School.

The year 1956-57, we contributed warm clothing, sorted and siged,
to the Red Cross after the Flat Rock School fire, and we contributed
to the Beasley Memorial fund following the fire. We helped with the




Emptx Stocking Fund, Membership drive for the YMCA, and took part in
the "Get Out ULnhe Vote" for National election wiiich won us a certifi-
cate of merit. We also donated Memorial books to the Mount Airy

School Library. A certificate of merit was awarded to us In our Cloth-
ing Closet Project and one in Our Stamps for Wounded Veterans Project.
Our year book won & blue ribbon for the second consecutive year. At
the .opening of the Northern Surry Hospital, we, with the Mount Airy
Woman's Club, gave the hospital staff and employees a receptlon.

We concentrated all our efforts on the Children's Clothing
Closet in 1957-58., During the summer we moved the Closet to a home
donated to us by James Bray. We sent to Caswell Training School used
Christmas cards, bathing suits, and records. Also, we transported:-
one babg to the Children's Home in Greensboro. We won fifth place
at the State Convention for our Stamps for Wounded Vetérans' Project.
For our work in conservation we received a Merit Award.. Moreover, we
received a Merit Waard on Education for the retreat we had last sum-
mer for officers and committee chairmen. Our year book rated second
in the State. We donated a Croupette to: the hospital.” This summer
we sent some underprivileged girls to camp. '

In the year 1958-59 we helped sponm r Bundle Day in connection
with the Children's Clothing Closet, participated in the United Fund
Drive, and sent assorted accessories to Caswell Training School.
Twenty-five activity books, which we made, were sent to the Handicap-
ped children's center here in Mount Airy. The sale of 800 pounds of
pecans helped us to get our art and craft classes started. A choral
group was organized arid “sang at our-meetings.. Our press book won sec
ond place in the district and our year book won third. We received
certificates of Merit in Four~Fold Fitness, Citizenship and Inter-
national affairs, y

1959-60 found our Club calendar being changed to coincide with
the actual calendar yéar, Our activities included a contribution of
twenty-five dollars to the United Fund, and fifty of our fifty-four
members actively participating in the 1960 United Fund Campaign. In
December we helped to bring Christmas to a family by contributing
Twenty-five dollars towards food, etc. We also gave financial support
of Twenty-five dollars to the North Carolina Little Symphony. In the
fall of 1959, we with the Senior Woman's Club assisted in a Cancer
Research Survey. We contributed One Hundred and Twenty-five dollars
to the support of a foreign student here at Mt. Airy High School..
The spring of 1960 found us contrébuting about Seventy-five dollars
to two of our own students for trips abroad during the 1960 summer.
We also contributed about fifty dollars to CARE. )

we have been active, especially among our own members, in pro-
moting "Get-Out-The-Vote" programs. In 1960 we worked with the Jay-
cees presenting tags about voting. We have also organized car pools

to get voters to the Polls, called the telephone. listings for registra-
tions and voting reminders.

~ Early in 1960, we held our annual Fashion Sewing Contest with
the Senior Woman's Club and the White Plains Woman's Club to encour-
age members in this art.

Youth Fitness Week was sponsored in 1960, the highlights of
which were the teen dance and the presentation of the Youth Fitness
Trophy to the outstanding example of physical, spiritual, social, and
mental fitness. The Executive Director of the Government's Youth
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Fitness Council spoke at the High School under our sponsorship.
Several years ago we offered our support of the “mergency Rescue Squad
and now we are actively engaged in helping to support this new organi-
zation in our town. - - : ‘

.The Clothing Closet ia‘oonﬁinuously diatributing ciothing to
needy families in cooperation with the Welfare Department. The Club
participated in the Empty Stocking Fund and in sorting out the cloth-

ing.

We have sponsored the Adult Reading Class over Television.for two
years. The third such class is now in progress, and the class has
been responsible for teaching twenty people to read and write to the
third-grade level. : ‘he bl s

«The Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club has accomplished its aims in
its efforts to serve the community and to uphold adopted State and
National projects, and it has paintained continuously a 100% rating
with the North Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs.

PAST. PRESIDENTS

Mrs. Robert Perklﬁq e === me == == 1947-4B
Ll 4 n 1948-49
Mrs. Ed Lewis -,-j- - £ - e -fi,- - = = 1949-50

{

Mrs. Buck White = =~ = = = = = = = = = = = 1950

Mrs., Ed Barly = = = = = = = = = = =« = = = 1950-51
Mrs. Eugene Rountree 7;4.- - i - %= . 1951-52
Mrs. Ros Franciaco - - -5;.? - = - f - = 1952-53

Ml'lo Henl'y ROWO ¥ - .. : 'R ) - ’- - - - -- - - 1953—51*
. YL 1951,-55
Mrs. Jow Fowler, Jr. = =.= = === 1955-56
: 16 b 1956-57

Mrs. Lassie Kirkman = = = = = - - - - - - 1958-58
; i f & 195 ‘59

Mrs. Haywood Merritt, Jr. - = - - - - - - 1959-60




MOUNT AIRY JUNIOR WOMAN'S CLUB
RESUME OF HISTORY, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR COMMUNITY

Children's Home Society (plus gifts of layettes ¥ 955,08
services, publicity)

Caswell % Murdock Schools (plus gifts of therapy & 555.00
cra.te materials, services & publicity)

Birtnday Remembrance (to children in reform schools 91.30

“from our area--plus our services)

Mt Airy HEigh School (student equipment) 501.81

Rockford School (phonograph, reference books, etc.) 352.53

North Yuin School (bookse phonograph, library blinds, ete.) 268.00

South Main School (books) 94 .50

Bannertown School (phonograph, library books, etc.) 352.53

Junior High School (to this, & all other schoolsyp services
such as subscriptions to conservation magazines, con-
servation art materials, study materials, etc.)

J. J. Jones School

Book Memorfals (Public Lib. & ®chool Libs.) 155.00
Recroation Equipment - Veterans' Park 557.19
Y. M. C. A. ( gym equipment, tables & chairs for club rooms,

help at circus, chaperoning dances, etc.) 1,479.18
Recreation-Halloween Carnivals 150.00
Stamps for Wounded Vets (cash only sent for this project 58.00

is estimated--thousands of stamps have been sent
Speaking Contests (our sponsorship, plus prizes) 70.00
Ten Penny Art Fund & Art Contest 122.00
Girls' State (sponsorship of a girl) 20.00
Girl Scouts (camperships) 75.00
Indepondence Hall Restoration 35.00
Exchange Student 200.00
CARE 50.00

Music Contests & Little Symphony (plus services & publicity) 87.00

Hospital Auxiliary (organized this group, spcnsored it until 223.62
independent; services; croupette for hospital)

Children's Cloghing Clggg¥ (Bundle Dai) 79,109.92
value of clothes we've handled distributed, plus

our gifts of money)

United Fund (Community Chest-other drives in past) 11,140.00
(this is a very rough estimate for health drives,

etc., preceding days of United Fund, & does not
include all we have raised for any of these)

Partial listing of money we have contributed through $96,698.74
gifts, scrvices.
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