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Surry County Native Turns 107

; Grimes said she took her aunt to Rocky M
Ida Cundiff celebrated her 107th birthday Fri- from Mount Airy in 1993. “She l(;vegc al)(,)neo:l:,c;
day. A resident of Rockford Street for more than  became disabled. She liked to work in her garden.
16\1(1)03113:32,0 trl':i §1;g (t,:oullgtz' native moved to Rocky  You would see her in that garden in the spring and
! ack to summer. She got up ever
be near a niece, Tedia Gal- e ing and did
; ; : ] morning and did
low:z }fc}:?rt?frih s Ida Cundiff’s _famlly bOUght the same thing in %he after-
on last year, Miss 14a @ farm near Pilot Mountain. noon.

said, “I lived in Mount TOdAY, the farm has been de- g, ece wenton o say,

he is one of my favorite

iAliil;lye gogl(r)r:lz;n); Jc::?n Z:S;fi éeloped into a ||V|ng museum aunts. When I was a child, I

A may epicti - thought what she did and
andsn/orked ve}'g' hard. P Ctmg early farm life. said was the gospel. She
longeSity lzt?usltlitgg in a\llledr serving God. “Peopl Sh e M g o v

\ . "People, mentor. She was my mother. Sh i

especially young people, need to dedicate their to me.” 3 R e
lives more to God,” she said. “That’s what is
wrong with the average youngster today. People

See 107, page 3B
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Born in 1892 to William and
Jane Sawyer Cundiff, Miss Ida was
well respected by her friends and
neighbors. Gail Spane recalls grow-
ing up near Miss Ida and said that
her home was just immaculate.
“The lawn was always clean in the
spring and summer and her side-
walk was the first to be cleaned of
snow in the winter,” he added.

Friends and relatives of Miss Ida
recall that the opportunity for an ed-
ucation was remote when Cundiff
was a child, so she had the chance
to attend school for only three or
four months a year. However, over
the years, she made good use of the
little education that she did receive.

Cundiff’s family bought a farm
near Pilot Mountain, according to
relatives. Today, the farm has been
developed into a living museum de-
picting farm life as it was in the
South at the beginning of the 20th
century. While her family ran the
farm, Cundiff worked there each
year until harvest time. After the
harvest, she traveled to Greensboro
and Mount Airy, where she did do-

Continued from page 1B
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mestic work. .

Her niece said last week, “Ofteh
it’s the little things in life that brin
her much pleasure. The things thdt
money cannot buy bring joy beyon(i
measure. For example, in years past,
she liked to visit by telephone f
hours at a time, all of which mad
her day brighter. She loved to watc|
the sun rise and set and the childré
laughing as they played. And ma§t
of all, they enjoyed visiting Mist
Ida so they could get some goodi?
she had kept for them.

“She always looked forward
Sunday worship at St. Paul A.M.E.
Church, where her former pastas,
the Rev. W.H. Morrison, and
wife always expected to.see hgs.
Good friends came each Sunday
transport her there.” 2

Grimes continued, “Aunt Ida
once said she would never forget the
kindnesses shown her by her m
friends.” kT

And according to friends in hér
former neighborhood, they nevér
will forget “Miss Ida.” 2
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