Abraham Wood of Rowan and Surry County, North Carolina
by Nancy Pfannenstiel

Abraham Wood was an early settler of what is now Surry County, North Carolina.
Like many of our early ancestors, little is known about him or his family. In addition,
research is complicated by another individual of the same name who moved to Rowan
County, North Carolina about 1775, served in the Revolutionary War, and then returned to
Maryland. In searching transcribed records of the period, these facts about Abraham Wood
have been gathered:

e Abraham Wood first appeared in the area that was then Rowan County, North
Carolina on a tax list in 1768."

e He is listed as a witness to the will of Ann Thomas, which was prepared
December 19, 1769 in Rowan County, North Carolina.

Abraham Wood was taxed for 1772 in Surry County.’

The 1774 tax list for Surry County is the first hint of the name of an additional
family member of Abraham Wood, as the entry states: “Abraham Wood, and son
Abraham Wood, Jr.: 2 polls.”

® On August 12, 1778, William Head entered 640 acres of land in Surry County,
described as “being on the south side of Dill’s Creek” (which is in present day
Yadkin County, North Carolina), “joining Benjamin Pettets’ deeded land, ...and
up the N side of the said creek including Zachariah Martin and Abraham Wood’s
improvement.””

o On the 1782 tax list of Surry County, North Carolina, Abraham Wood was shown
with four horses, nine head of cattle, and no land.®’

e In 1784, Abraham and Cartin Wood return the inventory of the estate of
Hezekiah Wright of Surry County.® The identity of Cartin Wood is unknown to
the author.

e In 1785,9William Hughlett brought a lawsuit against Abraham Wood, Jr. in Surry
County.

! Jo White Linn, Rowan County, North Carolina Tax Lists, 1757-1800, Annotated Transcriptions.
;Publishing information not available] p. 104

Jo White Linn, Abstracts of Wills and Estates Records of Rowan County, North Carolina 1753-1805, and
Tax Lists of 1759 and 1778. Published privately by Mrs. Linn: Box 1948, Salisbury, North Carolina, 1980
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g’Nom Carolina Taxpayers, 1701-1786, compiled by Clarence E. Ratcliff. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing Company, 1984.
* Luther N. Byrd: Tax Lists: Surry County, North Carolina for the Year 1774 with a partial listing for 1775.
Privately published by the author: Westfield, North Carolina, ca 1995.
3 Agnes M. Wells, Virginia G. Phillips, and Carol J. Leonard. Joseph Winston: His Entry Book, Surry
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Abraham Wood witnessed the will of his nelghbor Benjamin Pettit, which was
prepared August 2, 1785 in Surry County

Later in the month, Abraham, Sr. was exempted from paying any further poll
taxes.'! He had been taxed in 1785 for 350 acres and one white poll.'> Obediah
Wood first appears on the Surry County tax list in 1786."

On September 8, 1786, Abraham Wood, Sr., purchased 320 acres on Bean Shoal
Creek in what is now Yakin County, North Carolina from Gideon Brown and his
wife, Drewsilla. Witnesses to the transaction were John Williams, John Kerr,
and Jesse Scott."*

There are several more entries in the Surry County Court Minute Books, but it is
unclear if the entries refer to Abraham Wood, Jr., or Abraham Wood, Sr.

Abraham Wood served on a jury in Surry County on February 17, 1786."
On May 11, 1786, Abraham Wood and wife brought a lawsuit in Surry County
against Edwards Young.'®
On August 12, 1788, Abraham Wood gave his power of attorney to Airs
Hudspeth of Surry County. Is this Abraham, Sr., trying to settle his affairs? Or
is this Abraham, Jr., preparing to leave Surry County, and appointing Airs
Hudspeth to finish his business affairs? 7

In the same court session, Thomas Eastop sued Abraham Wood. Thomas Pettit
appeared as a witness in Abraham Wood’s behalf."®

Abraham Wood Sr., died about November 1788 in Surry County. He died intestate,
and his son-in-law, Jesse Scott, was appointed administrator of the estate. Obediah Wood
and James Scott were named securities for Jesse Scott.'”” Abraham Wood’s wife must have
preceded him in death, since there seems to be no mention of a dower or year’s allowance

for her. A

and horses.

sale to disperse the estate of Abraham Wood was held about November 1789.

Among the items sold were household goods, agricultural implements, tools, cattle, shee ep;

In addition, the family Bible was sold to an unnamed party for 20 shillings.

Only two children have been linked conclusively to Abraham Wood, Sr.: Abraham
Wood, Jr., and Fannie Wood Scott. Abraham Wood, Jr., was listed in the 1772 Surry County

® Mrs. W.O. Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Court Minutes: Volumes I & 11, 1768-1789. Easley,
South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc. 1985, p. 62

'3 Ibid. p. 84.
1 Mrs. W.0.

% Linn, Surry County. North Carolina Wills, p. 64
""Mrs. Absher, Court Minutes: Volumes I & II. 1768-1789. p. 72.

2 Linn, Surry County, North Carolina Wills, p. 84.

Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts, - Book D: 1779-1790. Published

privately by the author, North Wilkesboro, North Carolina, p. 25
'> Mrs. Absher, Court Minutes | & II p. 87.

'® Ibid. p.92.
'7 Mrs. Absher, Court Minutes I & IT p. 142.
'® Ibid. p. 143
"% Ibid. p. 150

%0 See the estate papers of Abraham Wood, ca 1789, Surry County, North Carolina.
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tax list, and in various entries in the early Surry County Minutes. Fannie Wood Scott’s
relationship to Abraham Wood is proven by the entry in the Surry County Court Minutes
giving administration of Abraham Wood’s estate to his son-in-law, Jesse Scott. Although
a deed record for the transfer of the land purchased by Abraham Wood in 1786 has not been
found, Jesse Scott apparently had possession of at least part of the land after Abraham’s
death. Jesse Scott sold a portion of it to Absolom Kerr, “160 acres, part of a tract conveyed
to Abraham Wood by Gideon Brown 8 September 1786 adjoining the Old Iron Works
Road.” Witnesses were Reuben Kerr, Samuel Martin, and Alexander Kerr.” Absolom and
Reuben Kerr were the sons of Alexander Kerr of Surry County. Alexander Kerr’s brother,
John Kerr, was a witness with Jesse Scott when Abraham Wood initially purchased the tract
of land in 1798. In addition, Jesse and Fannie Wood Scott’s daughter, Sarah “Sally” Scott
married John Kerr, the son of Alexander Kerr on December 23, 1803 in Surry County. *

Fannie Wood Scott was born about 1755, and died between 1830 and 1832 in
Overton County, Tennessee.” Jesse and Fannie Wood Scott were married prior to 17822,
Evidence of Fannie Wood Scott’s first name can be found on the roster of the Pleasant Run
Baptist Church of Monroe County, Kentucky.” Further proof can be found in the Monroe
County, Kentucky, death register entry for their daughter, Frankey Scott Barry.®

The relationship between Jesse Scott, Abraham Wood, Sr., and Obediah Wood in not
definitely established. Obediah Wood married Frances Charles of Surry County on
September 7, 1785. Jesse Scott was bondman for the marriage.”’ Obediah was a bondman
for Jesse Scott in conjunction with the settlement of the estate of Abraham Wood, Sr. About
1790, Obediah Wood left Surry County for Greenville County, South Carolina, where he
lived near members of the Charles family until about 1824. At that time, he resettled in
Jefferson County, Alabama, near Birmingham. The area where Obediah and his descendants
lived was called “Woodlawn”. He became the progenitor of a large family there.?®

2! Carol Leonard Snow, Surry County Deed Abstracts, volumes G & H 1795-1800. p. 59-60. Deed Book
H, p. 36. 6 February 1798.

% Compiled by Brent H. Holcomb, Marriages of Surry County, North Carolina: 1779-1868. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1982, p. 117.

% Fannie’s age has been denved from various census listings: Surry County, North Carolina, 1800; and
Overton County, Tennessee, 1820. In the 1830 Overton County, Tennessee census, Fanny is probably the
70-79 year old woman living in the home of John and Elizabeth Scott Sims. In 1832, the four daughters of
Jesse and Fanny Scott, who had remained in the Overton County area, deeded their portion of the land that
Jesse Scott had purchased in Overton County in 1810 to John Sims. See Edythe Rucker Whitley’s Overton
County. Tennessee Genealogical Records. p. 41 and 44.

“* Their oldest daughter, Nancy, who was married to John Coe of Surry County, North Carolina and
Monroe and Cumberland Counties, Kentucky, was born about 1782. Although she is the oldest child to
survive to adulthood, it is possible there were other children older than she who did not.

% Transcribed by Eva Coe Peden, Minutes of the Pleasant Run Church: McFarland’s Creek, Monroe
County, Kentucky, 1827-1844. Glasgow Kentucky: Gorin Genealogical Publishing.

%6 Monroe County, Kentucky Vital Statistics, Volume 2. Glasgow, Kentucky: Gorin Genealogical
Publishing. Deaths, p. 3.

" Compiled by Brent H. Holcomb, Marriages of Surry County. North Carolina; 1779-1868. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1982, p. 223.

2 “History of the Wood Family of Woodlawn” in Pioneer Trails, a publication of the Birmingham,
[Alabama] Genealogical Society. Volume 31, #1; January 1989; #2, April 1989; #3, July 1989; Volume
32, #2, April 1990.
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According to this tombstone, Obediah was born in 1753 and died in May of 1849,” If he was
not a son of Abraham Wood’s, he is certainly related closely to Abraham in some way.

It is interesting to note that Jesse and Fannie Scott named their oldest son
“Obadiah”. Obediah Scott’s son, Philip, named one of his sons “Obadiah”. In addition,
Jesse and Fannie Scott’s daughter, Mary “Polly” Scott Harris named one of her sons
“Obadiah”; as did one of her daughters, Martha Harris Snodgrass. Another great grandson
of Fannie and Jesse Scott carried on the name Obediah as well. Archebald Obediah Scott,
the son of Jesse F. and Sarah Poindexter Scott ** was born January 1854 in Dade County,
Missouri.

The name “Edmund” was used frequently in Obediah Wood’s family in Alabama.
There was an Edmond Wood in Surry County who would have been a contemporary of
Obediah Wood, and Jesse and Fannie Wood Scott. Edmond Wood was married to Rebecca,
a daughter of Welcome Hodges, by 1774.>' He sold his land about 1795 and left Surry
County, perhaps going to Tennessee.>> This Edmond Wood is probably related in some way
to Abraham, Abraham Jr., Fannie Wood Scott and Obediah Wood.

It is unknown where Abraham Wood, Jr. moved after leaving Surry County, North
Carolina in the mid-1780’s. There are numerous entries in the compiled records of many
states pertaining to an Abraham or Abram Wood who would be about the right age to be a
son of Abraham Wood, Sr., of Surry County, North Carolina. There has been some
confusion between the descendants of Obediah Wood of Wake County, North Carolina, who
also use the name “Abraham” and “Abram” among their descendants. Some of this Obediah
Wood’s descendants, who eventually settled in Arkansas, have mistakenly claimed Frances
Charles as his wife.

It is unknown at this time where Abraham Wood, Sr., lived prior to being taxed in
1768 in Rowan County, North Carolina. One theory is that he is the Abraham Wood
mentioned as a son in the 1740 Hyde County, North Carolina will of Thomas Wood.” It is
possible that Abraham Wood is from Maryland, like many of the other early settlers of the
early Rowan County area.

%% "Wood Family Cemetery" in Pioneer Trails, publication of the Birmingham [Alabama] Genealogical
Society. Volume 18, Number 1, January 1976, p. 7-11.

30 Sarah Poindexter Scott was born about 1830 and died before Jesse F. Scott’s 1865 marriage to Sarah
Jones. Sarah Poindexter Scott was the daughter of William Archebald Poindexter, who was born about
1807 in Surry County, North Carolina, and died about 1878 in Dade County, Missouri. William Archebald
Poindexter was the son of Archebald Pledge Poindexter and Rebecca Flynn. Archebald P. Poindexter was
the son of Thomas Poindexter and Elizabeth Pledge. Jesse Scott witnessed a land transaction for Thomas
Poindexter in 1785 in Surry County, North Carolina. See Absher’s Surry County. North Carolina Deeds.
and A, B, C. p. 101.

31 Mrs. W.0. Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts: Deed Books A. B. and C, (1770-1788)
Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc. 1981, p. 8.

32 Mrs. W.0. Absher, Surry County. North Carolina Deed Abstracts — Book F (1793-1797) Published by
the author: 702 Sixth St., North Wilkesboro, North Carolina 28659, 1976, p. 24, and 44.

33 J. Bryan Grimes, Abstracts of North Carolina Wills. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1997, p.
421.
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Another Abraham Wood, born 1753 in Frederick County, Maryland, settled briefly
in Rowan County about 1775, and served in the Revolutionary War. This Abraham Wood
is probably the son of Joseph and Catharine Wood. After the war, this Abraham Wood
returned to Maryland briefly, before moving on to Woodford County, Kentucky, and then
to Edgar County, Illinois, where he was pensioned. He died in Edgar County in 1833.*
Could there be a family connection between these two men with the same name?

It’s also possible that Abraham Wood was from Virginia. Fannie Wood, his
daughter married before 1782 into the Scott family. Some of the Scotts in Surry County,
North Carolina, as well as the Poindexters, and Kerrs, can be traced to the James River area
of Virginia before the Revolutionary War.

It’s also possible that Abraham Wood was an immigrant, settling in Rowan County,
North Carolina shortly after arriving on the shores of “the colonies.”
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THE MOUNT AIRY NEWS - December 9, 1926
North Carolina Citizen Pioneer of West

A paper published in California gives an interesting account of the life of
Azariah Lundy, who went from this section of North Carolina to the west at
the age of 17 years and became a pioneer in the Santa Clara Valley. At his
recent death he was one of the oldest and most esteemed citizens of that
section.

He was the last survivor of 12 children of Mrs. Bettie Galyean. He was
in his youth employed by the government as express driver carrying mail 2
years between Albuquerque and Fort Leavenworth, New Mexico, and had
many hair breadth escapes with the Indians.

Two brothers David and Dan joined him in California in 1863 where he
engaged in fruit growing and cattle raising.

Four children survive him.
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* Revolutionary War Pension File of Abraham Wood, #S.32,611

-26-




Leander and Martha Jane Wood

By Carolyn Onley Coons
Email: hultec@sbcglobal.net

o

Leander and Martha Jane Wood

My great-grandfather Leander A. Wood started life September 25, 1865 in Surry County, North Carolina. Leander
is the son of Peter and Pantha Merritt Coe Wood; he traveled west as a young man. In 1880, Leander and his mother
Pantha, brothers and sisters lived in Miami County, Ohio. Leander, then age 15, and his brother August worked as
farmers. Sometime around the late 1880s Leander and several other families from Miami County moved to Sedalia,
Missouri to work the farms there. Leander met Martha Jane Pease born May 21, 1878, in Darke County, Ohio,
daughter of John B. Pease and Sarah Elizabeth Rex Pease Reichard. They were married December 24, 1892 in
Sedalia, Missouri. Born to them while living in Sedalia were Elsie Elizabeth 1895-1978, Floyd Westley 1896, and
my grandmother Anna Christina 1899-1933. Thank goodness for the Pease family bible, because all Sedalia's
records were burned and there are no marriage or birth records to be found.

In 1900 Leander, Martha and children left Sedalia, Missouri and moved to Vermilion County, Illinois (where I still
reside). In 1901 Leander and Martha have a another son George 1901-1963 and later in 1922, they also have
another daughter, Betty Lou 1922- abt 1980. Leander dies in Vermilion County, Illinois July 31, 1936 and Martha
dies in Mt. Carmel, Illinois at her daughter Elsie's on March 9, 1943. Inever knew my grandmother Anna Christina.
She died in 1933, but her husband my grandfather Fred Onley lived into his 90s and we were very close.

Fred Onley was a wonderful grandfather. He did tell me stories of the Wood's family. One of which amazes me.
When Leander and his family left Sedalia, Missouri, they left in the month of January and walked to Vermilion
County, Illinois. Can you imagine walking in the cold and snow 600 miles with two small children and a baby. I
don't know if I could do that, but I guess you did what you had too. Probably no money and was the only way to
leave. I am surprised they all survived the winter.

I am trying to now find out about Peter Wood. I know his parents were Thomas and Elizabeth Butcher Wood. I
know that Peter was in the Confederate Army during the Civil War, but I cannot find when or where he died. I
know in 1870 they lived in Boone, North Carolina. I hope my information about Leander A. Wood will help others
with their research. If anyone has questions, I would be glad to try and answer them.
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DIARY of MARQUIS LAFAYETTE WooD (Jast as he wrote it.)
Manuscript Department of Duke University

1858 January
. Monday L. Left far Mbt. Airy, reached Winston, and spent the night with my friend
and classmate, Col. J. W, Alspaugh....
Wednesday 6. Tr veled 22 miles. Stayed with Brother race, who lives near the
Filot Mountain.
Thursday 7. Reached lt. Airy. Stonpedwith Brother Prather. #ound him and family to
be quite pleasant. Formed the occquaintance of Rev. William . ieid.
¥riday 8. Called on Bro. Reid. Visited Bro. £lisha Banner and Rev, W. Rawley.
Saturday 9. Read and studied some. In the afternoon called on Bro. iawley. Found
Bro. B. T. Shelton and lady at his house.
Tuesday 12. Went to sgnd the night with Brol. Koberts, a local preacher, living
in the country. :
Saturday 16, Left Mt. Airy for Bro. Pace"s. I passed a camp of the company of
gypsies Wich passed through Mt. Airy last Thursday. As soon as they said good
morning, boss, I was bartered far a horse trade. But I left them without any
trading, or effecting any good.
Sunday 17.....Freached at Ebenezer from St.John 17: 20-21. Head the "General itules"
to the society, and gave them a talk.
Wednesday 20, RoAde a few miles. Yound a rough and roor country. Took dinner with
Bro. Wiley Patterson's family. OSpent the night with Bro. Dan Haymore.
Thursday, 2l......Preached at itt, Hermon, _gad tle Ueneral sules" of our church
to the reople.... Spent the nightwith Bro. A. Lewis..”.Found the country around
Mt. Hermon ouvite broken- somewhat mounta nous--but now very rocky. Land not rich,
bridy 22. Preachel at a schoolhouse, through a regular arpointment called Indian
Groves.
(He read the "General Hules" to all churches.)
. Sunday, 31. Preached at Oak Grove to quite a large and attentive congregation...
Went home with Bro. Saunders, a Protestant Methodist preacher.
;958 Febru-ry
luesday 2. Chouds skirting around. ©now on the Blue Ridge--the mountain. “ame to
F¥t, Airy this morning. Stopped with Bro. &, Banner.
Sunday 7. At 11 o'clock I preached at Lebenon from St. John 17, 20-21. Not many
perscons out in consequence of the snow. rreached at candle-lighting, in Mt. Airy,
from Heb. L:9., OSecveral persons out.

Met up with old Bro. Hicks who 1 saw at a camp-meeting on the Plue rtidge
Mission in 1856, Bro. Hicks is a local preacher on the burry Vircuit. He told me
that he was converted under tte preaching of waddle Johnson, the first Methodist
preacher that came through this country. He said thathe had often heard of the
Methodist preschers, and had 2lways heard them represented as false prhphets. but
when they ceme in reach he was determined to go and hear them and aecordingly when

Rev. Mr.Johnson preached in some five or & x milesof him, he was present, and under
conviction before going to hear him, andhad the horrors of hell so dppicted end the
beauties of heaven so portrayed, thathe could hold out no longer, nd fell as a dead
man, thinking that he was going to die. A fter passing 2 few days between hope and
fear, while lying upon his bed of rest, meditating upon his condition and the mercy

of God the Lord caused gladness to fill his soul and joy to spring up in his h;art.

Fceling it his duty to 6ffer life eternal through Jesus to others, Bro, Hicks

sought license to preach. All the time the devil tempting him on various points-- :
brineing his want of an educ~tion to his mind... (Bro. Hicks was licensed to preach.,

Thursday 11. Quite cold. bHut scven persons met me at Salem,my a',ppointmE'{lt-:- .
Peorle got very cold. Found here a new church though not completed, but it is,
will be ouite respectable.

e Sunday 1L. Uid not leave Bro. Patterson's in consequence of bad health and the
SNoW. . . .

Wednesday 17... Mr. C. M, Vanorsdell presented me with my ambrotype, which was a

good picture,
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Wood diary 1858 2

Friday 19. ...Went to, and spent the night with, William W, Banner, an old school
mate, Ve d

March 1858 ....Told the people at Hollow Springs....At Flat Shoals I preached....
I exhorted a small congregation at New Hope...Spent part of the day with Bro.
Needham who labors on the Yisher's River Mission.

Sunday T....Snow about three inches deep. Bro. Reid rreached at 11 6'clock ...

I nreached at nicht ...Bro. Reid gave us a very heart searching exhortation. Hnd
also gave the citizens a talk sbeut building a church,
VFenday 8. OSnowed 2ll last night and snowing this mornire . *hen it cecased-it was
about eight inches deep.

We spent the day rrincipally talking about building a chmrch in Mt. Airy.
Binally a while before night we succeeded in making a st:irt in r aising the money.
Got {510 and the lot subscribed thfough a part of it was conditionally. I tuink
the snow was providentially sent to detain Bro. Keid in Mt. Airy to instrumentolly
in putting theball fully in motion.

Bro. Reid and I took tca with lr. tobert Uilmer,

Tuesday 9. ,ontinued the effort to raise money to bu 1d a church with tolerable
success.
Wednesday 10. raised the subscription for a churbh to $815.00. Bro. Reid left
this morning. ("Bro. Reid" was Numa F, Reid, presiding elder.)

Thursday 11. Preached at Salem from ...to about 20 or 25 persons. Went home with
Bro. Bndrew J, Satterfield, 2 nice man and has a nice family.

Friday 12. Preached 2t White flains.

1858 March

Seturday 13. Went to Hockford. This was once the county town of “urry, but is now
near the county line. *ockford is on the Yadkin ftiver, and is on a hillside. It
looks somewhat dclapifiated. There is  free church here. The Baptists have the
ascendency. The old “ourt House, now called a Seminary, is the neatest building
in the place. I stopped with Bro. Nicholson. “his is a pleasant family.

I rreached at candle-lighting, from... A tolerable congregation.
Sunday 1L. After riding 7% miles I reached Siloam, and preached to a respectable
and attengftive cengregation, Held class mecting and read the "Gemernl Rules',
Went home with Bro., Jurney, a local deacon.
Tuesday, 16. 8ppnt the day reading. Visited Widow heeves and family in the
evening and took tea with them...went and spent the night with Bro. whitaker....

“pent the night with Bro. Nutt.,
Left Bro. Nutt! in the afternoon, went down the Ararat, through tields .....
«....(He tells of cuiting off branches off a fallen tree to get there, etc. .)

The main dwelling is v:ry comfortable....... .I shall not visit Bro. fulk again
til he cuts a road t. his house.
Rpril 1958

Thursday, #pril 1...done a littlc towards a church in Mt. Airy. The cause moves on
but slowly.
Friday 2 Done alittlc more towards raising funds for the church here. Visited
Ben, Graves' fomily. (Baptised wife who was very ill., She died.)
Saturday 3 ..lre-ched at O-k Urove.
Sunday b, At 11 o'clock pre~ched in Mt. Airy ....the funcral of “llen Victoria
£llred, deceased, little daughter of Murphy Allred. Bro. Jesse “‘oberts preached
on the occasion a very approrriate short sermn. 3 o'clock Bro. Reid preached.

At candle-lighting I prcached for the cclored peorle from Eph. 2:8.
Monday 5. Attended the burial of a little b y, son of Lidward Banner..Went out and
spent the nightwith Mr, R, R, Galloway, : persons.
Tuesday 6. Spent the nig ht with Souire loore's family. Freached at Lebanon to 9
Wednesd~y...Went to, and spent the night with Bro. Murlin Sparger.
Friday 9. ..Preached &b White Plains te six persons. Lreeks were up some in
censeouence of the rain that fell last night. The water ran up in 1y buggy, and
crossing Stewart's Creek it sloshed a little on the scat.
Saturday 10. ..Preached at ﬂccqurd/ at candle-lighting to an attentive ~udience.
Sunday 11. Preached at Siloam. ~“ormed a 5 bbath School. Guite a large and
attentive congregation.
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Wood Liary 1858 3

Sunday 18. Preached at Ebenezer.. ¥

Thursday 22. Preached at Mt. Hermon. Formed a Sabbath School. Was happy to meet
up with Bro. Pepper, rreacher on the Paﬁrick Circuit. Transcribed the class books
for Mt. Hermon and Indian “raves.

Satufday 2. Preached at Hollow Springs to five women ~nd two children.

Sunday 25. Flat Shoals, Organized a ®abbath School.

Tuesday 27. Pre-ched at New Hope., ¥ormed 2 Sabbath ®chool....Preached at candle
lighting at Bro. Alex Y=zllaspie's...

Wednesday 28...Srent the night with Bre. *. Barkeb.

Thursday 29. ...for the first time I saw trday the "Siamese Twins". I had only

a slight view of them, as they were attending to business at the time and so was I.
fhey are not as large as I expected to see them,

Paturday, May 1., Preached at Osk Grove to a small congregation ..Went to bro.
Mitchell's for di ner, buv as his wiie was about to .resent him with a son, or daugh-
ter I did not sty all night. ®“efore I got far 1 met the doctor going to superintend
the presentatirn, but he was too late I learned since.

Sunday 2. Preached at Lebanon from...Held class meeting and read the "General “ules"
to the society.

Wednesday 5. Went ocut to Bro, Gwyn's and spent the night.

Friday 7. Went to *‘ockford in the foremoon, stopped with Bro. Nicholson, c:lled on
Bro. James W, Lavis, whose wife is sick. Bro. &, Moore come to sce, andf spend the
night with me. (June 1858)

Saturday 5...I h ard Mr, Yaldwell (Presbyterisn) preach in the Male Academy.,

Sunday 6. 8 o'clock.//fHf . M. Thc Presbyterian ministers, Caldwell, Smyth, Mond-
gemery, held a prayer meeting which I attended. 1lo'clock. rr. Caldwell preached
for me at Leb-non. 3 o'clock Mr. Montgomery preached at Mt. Akky .....They have

July 1858 estr-blished a small church in the place.

Thursday 2?. Preached at Mt, “ermon. Held class meeting. 1 shot a very large
rattle snake under Bro. Lewis' crib. Bro Pepper and lady camc and spent the night
with me.

Saturday 31. Preached Ozk Grove ...Large congregation. After preaching went to
firarat River and baptised three persons--one bv immersion. These are the first
~dult persons I ever baptised, =nd of course the first immersing I ever done.
Sunday, August 1. Preached at Salem, at 11 o'clock the funcral of Bro. Lvens'
ckild,

Migust 1858

‘hursday 19. “id not have meeting in the day as but few persons usually come out.
So I concluded to spent thc day in ascending the noted rilot Mountain with my
friends Dodsen and Yarr., I suppose about 9 o'clock we, with Charlie and little
Sammie, st-rted for the rinnacle's height. The weather being quite werm, and
Millard Fillmore, the noble horse that carried Bro. “harlie tace and I as far as
we could well diff drive,having been in the pasture for some time we had to travel
very slow. About onc o'clock after climbing over rocks, and ascending steps and lad
1~dders which have be n placed along the rugged ascent of the gronite Finnacle we
stood about eighteen hundred feet above the lovel of the waters of the beautiful .y
curving ~adkin. There high up in the atmosphere upon one of the granite rocks,
worn smooth by the tread of the hundreds of visitors to its inviting summit to scan .
at a ¢l nce a vast extent of N-ture's grand and soul stirring works--after resting
a while our weary bodies and cesting around thccye upon the broad, beautiful and
magnificent landscapes towering mowunt-ins and the majestic Blue Hidge, we helped
curselves to lunch, which Sister r2ce so kindly provided us and drawed from and
quaffed freely of the small runlet which we had filled with mincral water from
Mr, Gillém's spring, ncar his housc. «hile we were sotisfying the demands of
nature we gazed intenscly upon the Sauratown Mountains which lifted themselves easp
of us--the verdant lsndscape,dotted with farms and dwellings, marked with orads. %o
the risht of SaurBown Mountains as the distance increases the picturesque landscape
seems to heighten til it mects and mingles with thc blue hcavens, forbidding the
vision of man reaching further, and at the s~mec timc causing the beholder tc
fell how finite--how small--how circumscribed thc sight even when upon the tdl lest
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peaks of earth.

When our lunch was dispatchcd we commenced rambling over and around the dizzy -~
heights of the Pinnacle. #s the eye is lifted towsrd the south-south west the spark-
ling waters of the Yadkin at diffcrent places meet the view. BSeyond its rolling ‘-l

ripples the southwest, the Brushy Mountains who bluc tinged tops shut out all beyond
peer up to add t the grandeur of scene,

As the west and northwest lics the sublime Blue Ridge defying the gaze. While
upnn its side and top may be sccn sparks of the woodsmon's ax and the farmers'
utensils, as if man was determined to make every spot of the world, however rough,
vield to his support. Up~n the whole, what a scene! How magnificent'. Who can
stond upon the sumit of the lofty mountain and view the grandeur of surrcunding
scenery, and not be impressed with the wisdem ~nd power of Nature's Uod?

WJe then descended to base of the Finnacle, and walked ar-und it to view its
towering granite height. It 1ifts itself as if some great internal commotion shot
it above the surrounding and other part of the mountrin, That time hd worn its
surroundines down while it stands defying the pelting storm and ragin wind. One
of these theories is very probable.

Late in the 2 ternoon we returned to Bro. race's and hastened to £bene,er to
wershir God whose werks we ha#t been beholding and admiring.

September 1858
Fridny 3. Attended to some little matters concerning the church (Mount Airy). st
L o'elock I with liss “Yhattie Prather, Thomas W. :rather, and kdiss Hebecca banner
started to a camp meetinz in Wythe Yo., Va. We reached th. top of the Bluc widge,
ur the Fancy Gap, about an hour after diork. we traveled up the mountain which is
five miles from the base to the top with no light but that of the st-rs. The road
winds around hollows snd ravines along high precipices and towering crage. On cne
hand threatening rocks hang above the head, on the othcr the ripeling rivulct is
heard for » number of fcet belew. We spent the night with Mr. site ¢ll who lives
cn the top of the mountain. He is quite a clever man, tokces pleasure making
sojourns pleasant.

Saturday L. Early this morning we left Mr. Mitchell's, and pursued our journey.
Beinz under the impression that Cripple Creck Comp Gr und was in six or seven

miles of Wytheville, and knowing that we cculd not reach this place today, we con-
cluded to ge by way cf Wythcville and spendf the night thcre. We stopped at Cart.
Raper's and h»d our horses fed, e had 2 snack, which Mrs. Mitchell gavec us. Abcut
daylieht dawn wc renched Jytheville, and to o~ur astonishment and mortification
learned that we werc eizhtenn or twenty miles from the place of our destination. Ue
stopped at the Wytheville Housc kept by Mr. Crocket. This is a 1lcasant hotel.

very attention is ~id to muests, to make them eomfortable.

Sunday 5. We hasted early this morning for the camp meeting. YThe road most of the
way was aquite grod. The othcr vortion was cuite roush. I suprose it was 1 o'clock
when we reached the esmpgr-und. #And when we arrived nt the place we werc #ﬂﬁiﬁ
sadly disanpointed. Thc camp-gr-und is right by the side of Cripple Creck, hemmed
in on every side by mcuntains. The first voice we heard on our arrival was that of
brys, "Will you h ve your horse taken care of?" Seecing ne appiarance of the horbor
or preac inz I inquired for the church. “ome cne pecinted further on and across the
creck, we drove across, and to cur great astonishment, we found oursclves among a
number cf wagons, sellinz cakes, condies, etc. We then inguired for the preachers!
comp and had tn re-cross the creck to find it. finally we succeeded in finding the
harbor and worship was going. ve sent Err the preacher in charge. He came cut. I
introduced myself to him., But as the Saerament of thc Lord's Supper was abcut to be
administered, he could not immediately attend to us. 7The ladies were accommodated
at Bro. Porter's tent. When the Sacrament was over Bro. Worley c me to m. again add
carried me into th: grcachcrs' tent and introduced me to Bro. McGeer of the Morien
Clromtb, Jie duie o - g’

Monday 6. Cripplc Creek. I preached the first sermcn from Luffe 16:23,..

Bro, Kerr preached at 11 n~'e¢lock; Bro. Torbell at 3: Br-1l Morley ~t night. ........

Tuesday 7. We left the camp mecting ond went to Wytheville. Here I met up with my
friend Mr, Jas, Teid race..... This is a nice and growing town. hen the improve-
ment now is progress are completed ond other streets filled out it will be a large

L-h____44____________________________________________J---.--.l-IIIIIIIIII--...........-..-
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and beautiful town. The Tennessee and Virginia #1il Koad runs by this place.

Wednesday 8. we traveled towards N. C, as far as Hillsville, the county site
of Carroll Co. We spent the night at Mr. walker's Hotel. He is gquite a clever
man and has a pleasant family.
Thursday 9. We reached Mt. Airy, 3% o'clock, P. M. “he ride down the mountainy
was delichtful. Th: scenery was beautiful. Upon the whole we had a pleasant trip.
Sunday 12. Prayer meeting at Yak Urove, At L4 p. M. I preached at Lebanon the
funeral of some o lored persons, deceased. ©“peht the nizht with kdward B nner.
Wednesday, 15. Uak Grove. I preached at 11 o'clock...“rur or vie were pleading
for mercy. At candle-%ighting, ~ne joined our church. Bro, Hinshaw presched. I
followed with an cxhortation. But two or three got down to be prayed for. I then
for back sliders snd cold hearted professors, and several came forward, and other
sinners secking life and sadvation, *hen I told all who wanted toc be made happy to
get dovn and bewin te rray. 411 the professors of religion knelt down. The Holy !
Spirit was poured nut, and such a time of rejoicing and shouting I scarecly every
saw in all my life, ©Six or scven prrsons were converted, several back-sliders were
reclaimed, and others were crying for mercy.
Johnny Brower, » little boy abeut thirteen years old, was a bright convert, but
after his convirsicn he became a successful exhorter and instructor of penitents.
He was instrumental in rettin~s threc or four down upon their knees to | ray for
Ferdon and ~eace, (ne, he and other little bnys, 2nd who was himself a little boys,
and whe was himself a little boy, persuaded to such religions, was converted to God.
Gloricus time indeed,
October 1858
Qunday 10, fockfeord. Freached at 11 o'ecleck the funcral of some colored
persons decessed.
Bro. Nicholson's wifc was converted in her room about midnight. Yoday, cne
young lady joined the church,

These items were in-dvertantly omitted from this copy. One has to scan to get any
items of interest. y

Jan. 27. Took supper with Gen Graves whose son had just brought home his wife.
Monday 8. Went and spent the night with Bro. Hugh Gwyn and family.

June L, Bro. Needham baptised six persons for me, four of them were immersed.

Thurs., 5. Visited with Brother Needham and an afflicbed young lady, “ister
Margaret Patterson.

July 30. Quarterly conference was held at 8 o'clock. Bro. Avent preached, Bro.
Barringer preached at 11, at 3 Bro. *ush, at candlelight Bro. Heflin,
Tues, 31. Salem. Bro. Wheeler preached at 8 otclock. Bro. Heid at 11, Bro.

Avent at 3, at candlelight Bro. Heflin,
August., Thurs. 2. Our camp meeting closed this morning. It resulted in the
conversion of about 50 souls--28 white, 3 colored.
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MARRIAGES Surry County, N.C. 1869 - 1899
Wood, Calvin (Senter, Rebecca) 11 Dec 1869 Wood, McDaniel (Hays, Sally Ann) 22 Oct 1875
Wood, David (Hollinsworth, Loo) 07 Dec 1883 Wood, Nancy (Lyon, Ambrous Huston) 14 Jan 1877
Wood, Dempson (Bowles, Amy) 24 Feb 1870 Wood, Nancy R. (Atkins, John S.) 14 Apr 1895
Wood, E1i C. (Hiatt, Ellen) 30 Jan 1889 Wood, Neoma (Marion, A. H.) 03 Jan 1897
Wood, Elizabeth (Couch, Fillmore) 13 Oct 1878 Wood, Nicholas (Hall, Evaline) 08 Apr 1877
Wood, Elizia J. (Williamson, William) 31 Oct 1892 Wood, Peter (Slaydon, Leitha) 03 Jan 1896
Wood, Ella (Wood, Sandy R.) 12 Nov 1893 Wood, R. H. (Eads, Sarah) 10 Dec 1899
Wood, Emma (Snow, Thos. E.) 01 Feb 1876 Wood, R. S. (Brindle, Bettie) 07 Oct 1894
Wood, Emma (Snow, Thomas E.) 26 Dec 1875 Wood, Ransa (Brown, Henry S.) 06 May 1877
Wood, Fannie (Hamlin, T. V.) 17 Sep 1899 Wood, Rebecca J. (Shaw, R. C.) 19 Dec 1886
Wood, Florence (Key, A. R.) 23 Aug 1893 Wood, Regana (Holyfield, J. D.) 25 Feb 1882
Wood, George W. (Amburn, Sallie L.) 30 May 1892 Wood, Richard M. (Cheek, Nancy C.) 28 Jul 1878
Wood, Henry (Nance, Valley) 24 Dec 1893 Wood, Richard N. (White, Sarah) 19 Dec 1870
Wood, Henry W. (Hazelwood, Rebecca) 10 Jan 1895 Wood, Rosey (Slayden, James) 01 Sep 1881
Wood, Huldah (Reid, R. G.) 18 Jan 1872 Wood, Rufus H. (Goin, Margaret) 01 Jul 1875
Wood, Ida L. (Stanley, Weldon L.) 02 Jan 1887 Wood, S. (Spense, Jane) 26 Mar 1876
Wood, Ira (Williams, Ellen) 20 Mar 1890 Wood, Sandy R. (Wood, Ella) 12 Nov 1893
Wood, J. H. (Linville, Emma) 25 Mar 1897 Wood, Sarah (Martin, C. C.) 17 Sep 1888
Wood, James M. (Poindexter, Sarah F.) 19 Jan 1896 Wood, Sic (Woode, Mary) 02 Jul 1876
Wood, Jesse M. (Wood, Mary J.) 30 Sep 1888 Wood, Sina A. (Hawks, John) 19 Feb 1888
Wood, John P. (Huston, Virginia A.) 14 Jun 1896 Wood, Sion (Jester, Sarah A.) 18 Aug 1885
Wood, John W. (Simpson, Thaney R.) 03 Oct 1872 Wood, Texanna (Bullin, H. W.) 21 Apr 1897
Wood, John W. (Coe, Laura) 15 Nov 1899 Wood, W. M. (Snow, Sarah E.) 04 Feb 1894
Wood, Junitia (Cook, John M.) 07 Dec 1883 Wood, W. T. (Lineberry, J. L.) 25 Jun 1899
Wood, L. E. (Brannock, P. C.) 31 May 1874 Wood, Washington (Teague, Elizabeth) 07 Nov 1870
Wood, Lavina (Jenkins, John H.) 01 Mar 1874 Wood, Wm. L. (Land, Martha V.) 23 Feb 1876
Wood, Lou (Stanley, Sexton) 22 Mar 1894 Wood, Wm. R. (Martin, Sarah) 09 Aug 1891
Wood, Louisa V. (Poindexter, David F.) 25 Apr 1886 Wood, Wm. R. (Cox, Bettie) 21 Mar 1889
Wood, Luzina (Holder, John H.) 25 Dec 1891 Wood, Zackariah (Bledsoe, Clarisa J.) 08 Feb 1883
Wood, Lyda (Hardy, Madison) 24 Dec 1890 Woodall, Alice (Pulliam, Wm. H.) 09 Oct 1892
Wood, Mahala (Broomer, Willie) 19 Jul 1869 Woodall, Etta (Ring, Chas. J.) 28 Oct 1888
Wood, Martha Ann (Axsom, Martin C.) 02 Jan 1876 Woodall, John E. (Cheeks, Parthena) 07 Jan 1892
Wood, Martin (Vaughn, Elizabeth) 04 Feb 1869 Woodall, M. F. (Taylor, Sarah J.) 19 Oct 1884
Wood, Mary (Payne, Bartlet) 1870 Woode, Mary (Wood, Sic) 02 Jul 1876
Wood, Mary (Reed, Andrew J.) 07 Apr 1872 Woode, Sarah (Shinalt, D. M.) 19 Dec 1876
Wood, Mary Ann (Butcher, John H.) 05 Feb 1874 Woodle, Dempson (Cheek, Plutina) 17 Jul 1881
Wood, Mary E. (Draughn, James) 24 Dec 1893 Woodle, Martha (Luffman, Caleb F.) 11 Dec 1879
Wood, Mary J. (Wood, Jesse M.) 30 Sep 1888 Woodliff, A. F. (Cordle, LeAnna) 09 Jan 1898
Wood, Mary V. (Hayse, W. T.) 01 Sep 1881 Woodruff, A. B. (Eldridge, Lula) 14 Jan 1880




June 11, 2001
Dear Ann B. Stewart; A

[ hope you don’t mind me writing to you concerning the Wood/Coe family.

[ have tried several times to go to >http://juliemorrison.com/surry< and I
cann’t get it on line. It states it’s “ unavailable at this time.”

[ was so excited to find something and yet I have little. I’m very interested
in purchasing cemetery books, census books, marriage books, birth records
and any thing you society deems I could use to find out about my family. I
hope you have a list of books available with the purchase price. [ will send a
self addressed envelope for an answer.

I wish I could have stayed for the Surry County Genealogical Society
meeting. [ would really like to meet some relatives. HA.!

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter, I’'m hoping you
can pass it on to someone who has some information, or answer yourself.

Sincerely,
Sharon (Wood ) Schag fner
’ .05
A-GGDOY

P.S. Genealogy information; Peter Wood married Pantha Mereet Coe, July
4, 1851, Surry County, North Carolina. 1 don’t know any thing about the
children listed in the 1860 Census, Surry County, N. C. My, Aunt told me
that my Great-Grandfather, August Wood, had a brother, Leander who
lived in IIl, he visited them in Piqua, Ohio ( Miami County) some time
between 1915 and 1920. That is the extent of family knowledge of August’s
relatives, other than sibblings.

I know nothing about Pantha Mereet Coe. It appears in the Surry County,
1860 Census, her father is William Coe, As for her mother?? I know that
many women died young and he could have had several wives. Rachael
listed in the 1860 Census may not be her mother. I can not find a death
record for Pantha, but she is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Piqua, Ohio,
Miami County.
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COURTHOUSE |
114 W, ATKINS STREET
PO. BOX 303
DOBSON, N.C. 27017

NNIS W. “BUD” CAMERON
REGISTER OF DEEDS

PHONE (336) 401-8150
FAX  (336) 401-8151

COUNTY OF SURRY, NORTH CAROLINA
REGISTER OF DEEDS

June 20, 2001

Mrs. Sharon Schaffner
P. O. Box 800
Aberdeen, IN 45101-0800

Dear Mrs. Schaffner:

Thank you for your recent thank you note. We appreciate all the compliments
paid the staff!

[ wish we had time to do research for people, but we can answer only simple
requests due to the size of our staff. However, I will pass your SASE envelope
along to the Surry Co. Genealogy Association and they will send you a list of
books available for sale.

Bill Hardy has been researching Wood/Coe/Stanley and other families. His e-
mail address is: hmninc@surry.net. If you will contact him, he said he would
be happy to share information if your families connect. He mentioned he was
going to a “Wood” reunion this weekend and is trying to get some “last minute”
things tied together. It may be a week or so before he answers, so don't be
discouraged if he doesn’t contact you right away.

The only thing I noticed in the Register of Deeds office (looking quickly) on
Leander Wood is the 1860 census. Without more to go on (such as time period,
etc.), it’s hard to find specific information. (There were several generations of
“Peter Wood” families, so it’s hard to follow the Peter Wood that married a Coe
without doing research that is more extensive.)

Let us know if we can be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

62 N ,Afffu, .

Ann B. Stewart, Deputy

r_u':f, Printed on Recyciad Paper

L




SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 997
DOBSON, NC 27017
http://juliemorrison.com/surry/

June 24, 2001

Sharon Schaffner
P. O. Box 800
Aberdeen, IN 45101-0800

Sharon,

I saw a copy of your letter dated June 11, 2001 to Ann Stewart regarding
Peter Wood who married Pantha M. Coe in Surry. Our president, Judy
Cardwell, has several generations on this Coe family. You can email her at
judyscard@aol.com and she can send it to you or email me and I'll try to send you

what she sent me. She is better at sending things by email than I am.
Sometimes mine will go and sometimes it won't go. Ha.

[ noticed you were having trouble going to our web site. I don't know why.
We haven't heard of anyone else having trouble. Keep trying and I hope you
get it to come up.

My email i$ wihiatt@aol.com if you want to email me.

Wilma Hiatt
Research Committee
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Monnie Washington Wood

A reception will be given in honor of the 100th birthday of
Monnie Washington Wood on December 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Beulah Ruritan Building. The reception will be given by his
children who invite all his family, friends, neighbors and the
public. Gifts are not requested.

Mr. Wood was born to George Washington and Letisha Amburn Wood
on December 28, 1894 in the Round Peak area of Surry County. He
was the second of eight children, only one besides Mr. Wood is
still living, a sister Mrs. Lola Wood of Mount Airy.

Mr. Wood graduated from the "0ld Beulah School" after
completion of the seventh grade, which was the total requirement at
that time. He was offered a "teaching" position following that but
turned it down.

A life of hard work has been the heart of the century of Mr.
Wood's life. He lived on the farm and helped his father from birth
to 1917. He and his bride, Bessie Brown were married in a buggy on
March 18, 1917. He and his wife moved to the Wesley York farm in
the Beulah Community where he became a share cropper and began his
own family. In 1924 the Wood family moved to Mount Airy where
Monnie worked in the Mount Airy Furniture Factory for eight years.
He recalls that his wages at that time was $2.40 per day for a full
ten hour day.

In the depth of the depression, he moved back to the York farm
in 1932 and again assumed the role of a tobacco share cropper until
1947 when he bought a 12 acre tract of land only one mile from his
home and built a new house. He has resided in the same residence
since. Upon this move, Mr. Wood became a sawmill worker and was
known as one of the best sawyers in the area. He worked for
several sawmill operators in the area until he retired at age 70.
His work life was still not complete as he began working for his
son at the country store just across the road from his residence.
He worked in the store until his son sold out in 1972 when Mr. Wood
finally retired at the age of 78. An interesting note is that only
two of Mr. Wood's former employers are still living, Henley Goings,
age 86, a retired sawmill owner, and his son, who owned the store.

His next years were filled with working around the house but
most of all in helping take care of his wife who was in ill health.
He watched over her and assisted her in every way until her death
at age 91 in 1985 after a blissful marriage of 69 years.

He still resides by himself although he is continuously cared
for by his devoted daughter, Annie, who lives next door and makes
many "trips" a day to take care of her father.

He is very alert, reads a considerable amount, keeps up with
current events by newspaper and television. His health 1is very



good, however, he does have trouble '"getting around" as his legs
have gotten very weak.

Mr. Wood has lived his entire life in the Beulah Community and
has many memories. He has driven oxen and remembers a humorous
incident once when one of the "steers" laid down in the road while
pulling cargo and would not get up. He has driven a team of horses
pulling a wagon across many streams that were frozen solid in the
cold winters of the "teens'. He purchased his first car "around
1920" a T-Model Ford. He remembers the different names of the Post
Office in the Beulah area from the time it was New London, to Round
Peak, then Bottom and finally closed and mail came from the big
town of Mount Airy.

He has used tobacco since he was eight years old in every
form--chewing, dipping snuff, smoking using tobacco straight from
the barn and rolled into a brown paper bag, smoked a pipe and
cigars. He still uses snuff continuously each day. He remarks
that when I die, I guess people will say "Yes, tobacco got him."

One of the darkest areas of his life was probably during World
War II when three of his sons were in the military. His eldest,
Brady, was killed in action in 1945 at Okinawa.

He has lived under the administration of 19 presidents, and
has voted in every election since 1912. His favorite President of
all time was President Eisenhower.

Mr. Wood's family today consist of one daughter, Annie Nichols
who lives next door; three sons, Glen and John of Mount Airy and
Leonard of Raleigh. He has eleven grandchildren, eleven great
grandchildren; seven great-great grandchildren and three step
great-grandchildren.

Monnie Wood is 1living proof that hard work will not hurt
anyone. He has always been known as one of the most reliable
workers in the community. He has been blessed with good health
having only been in the hospital "about three times'" in his life.

Many, many inventions have been made in the century of Monnie
Wood's life. Living has changed from primitive to modern. Books
do not do justice to talking to a person of this age and hearing
him tell of life as it "really was".

Mr. Wood is looking forward to seeing many relatives, friends
and neighbors during the reception in his honor.



SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 997
DOBSON, NC 27017

February 22, 1994

Nancy L. Wood
4643 5. 28 W. Ave.
Tulsa, 0K 74107-7632

Thank you for letter of February 10, 1994 regarding Abraham Wood
and William Wood. B 0 B
You can obtain copies of the wills from the Department of
Cultural Resources, Div. of Archives and History, Archives and
Records Section, 109 E. Jones Street, Raleigh, NC 27601-2807. We
have enclosed a bit of information on abstracts of wills on
Abraham and William.

A local researcher in our area is Betty Camin, 1204 N. Main
Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030. You will need to contact her about
her fee. A well—-known historian in our area is Ruth Minick, 341
Franklin Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030. She might be able to help
you regarding Surry County residents that moved to Kentucky.

You might consider sending a query for our journal. Information
is enclosed.

If we can be of further assistance, please advise.

|
Research Committee ‘

Enclosures




4643 S. 28 W. Ave.

Tulsa, OK 74107-7632
February 10, 1994

Surry County Genealogical Society
Box 997
Dobson, NC 27017

Dear Fellow Hunter:

I am wondering how to get a copy of the will
and probate records for:

Abraham Wood dec'd 25 Nov. 1789
William Wood Dec'd before Feb 1790

I am interested in these two gentlemen as being
possible ancestors to our Abraham Wood, born
between 1750-1760 who bought land in Madison Co.
Ky 1794, had a son Abraham Jr. who married Madison
Co. Ky 29 Nov. 1806 and both show up in Bedford
Co. TN from 1812-1820, then Marion Co. Arkansas.

I have been unable to find the parents, wife of
our Abraham Sr. or where he was prior to being
on tax roll 1792 Madison Co. Ky. I know a lot
of people went to Ky from N.C. - have studied
Daniel Boone's travels and wonder if there is

a list of people who traveled from your area to
Ky .

Would appreciate you advising if someone can
obtain this info for me and what the costs would
be. I don't know where else to look.

Thanks.
Very truly yours,

:9‘
s/
Vi
Nancy L. Wood




OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD NOMINATION
FAYE SOUTHERN WOOD
PERSONAL

Faye Southern Wood was born December 01, 1938, to Lincoln and
Cassie Southern in the Beulah Community of Surry County. She was
a member of a farm family, assisting in all the chores of the farm
during her school years.

In 1956, Faye married John Wood. She is the mother of two
living sons, Monnie, a Civil Engineer, and Wesley a Paramedic. One
son died a few hours after birth. She has three grandchildren and
two step-grandchildren. She resides in the Beulah Community at 115
Wesmon Street, Mount Airy, telephone 910-352-4115.

EDUCATION

Faye Wood graduated from Beulah High School in 1956, She
immediately entered training to become a Radiologist. This
training was terminated by her marriage.

After being out of the classroom for eighteen years, Faye
enrolled as a student at Surry Community College in 1974. She
received her Associate in Arts Degree, with honors, in 1976 as well
as an Assocliate in Applied Science Degree in Business
Administration at the same time. Since then, she has taken many
additional classes at Surry Community in Management, Computers, and
Psychology as well as numerous Continuing Education classes
including Auto Body Repair, Crafts of various nature and many
emergency medical classes.

EMPLOYMENT

Faye began working in the public sector in 1957 as a secretary
with the North Carolina Teacher's Retirement System in Raleigh.
She worked for a brief time with Security Life Insurance Company in
Winston-Salem in 1959. From 1959 to 1972, Faye was a partner with
her husband in a self-owned business, as well as a housewife. She
worked part-time for Aladdin's while a student at SCC.

In 1977, Faye began work in the area that would encompass her
future contributions to society when she became employed as a
secretary to the Surry County Chapter of the American Red Cross.

THE SUCCESS AND GROWTH OF THE CHAPTER

When Faye began work with the Surry County Chapter of the
American Red Cross in 1977, she was secretary to Grace Vaughn, then
Executive Director. Mrs. Vaughn's health was not good, and she was
frequently out of work, so it was up to Faye to run the office.
Very soon, Mrs. Vaughn retired and Faye was named Executive
Secretary.




l At this time, the office was located in an old home on Pine
Street and was a '"one person" operation. Faye had no assistance

T

even on a part time basis, except for a few volunteers. When she
took over the office, there were only twenty bloodmobiles per year
yielding some 1500 units. There was no Disaster Program of any
kind. There were only two volunteer First Aid instructors and no
water safety program. The operating budget was around $15,000 per
year.

From this meager beginning, Faye began to build the Surry
County Chapter. She focused her main attention to the Blood
Program in the early stages, organizing and manning each
bloodmobile. She began to develop a list and train First Aid and
CPR instructors. She had visions, but only visions, of some type
of local disaster plan for the future. She was faced with being on
call for Service to Military Families on a 24 hour day basis —--
this element has not changed during the time period.

Faye gave her utmost to the Red Cross operation. She saw the
blood program begin to grow. She added more and more volunteer
instructors to the Health Services area. She implemented the Water
Safety Program. She began plans on a very small scale for handling
small disasters. A few part-time work study students began to
assist.

In 1990, Faye saw her dreams come true when she led the
efforts to build a new office building. Within a period of one
year, a spacious new office building was built, funds were acquired
from donations from individuals, businesses and industries, and a
$250,000 building was completed and furnished with up to date
furniture and paid for in full.

In the eighteen years she has managed the Chapter, the
following indicates the success that has been accomplished. The
Chapter has won many Gold Circle Awards for the blood services
program plus a plaque most every year for exceeding the assigned
goals.

As of the present, Faye is the Executive Director of the
Chapter and manages four full time employees. A Health Services
and Disaster Director oversees over seventy-five instructors in the
Health Services area. As an example, last year over 4000 students
were trained in First Aid, CPR and related courses. There are over
twenty Water Safety Instructors who conduct classes in all phases
of Water Safety. In the Disaster Area, a complete Disaster plan is
in effect. An example of this area includes serving 118 families
in single family fires, opening shelters for over 935 persons due
to floods, blizzards and propane gas leaks to name a few.
Thousands of meals are served to volunteers in areas of forest
fires and other disasters.

Two grants have been applied for and received. One was used
to purchase a generator in case of power failure to the Red Cross
Building. It is the only building in the county with facilities to




house persons in case of power outage disasters. The other grant
is being used to raise funds to better serve the communities
through services rendered by the Chapter.

The blood program has a Director who oversees 120 bloodmobiles
per year, a far cry from the beginning 20 of eighteen years ago.
Over 6000 units are collected each year serving up to 24,000
patients. Many awards have been received by the Chapter in this
area.

A Support Services director is employed to try to increase the
funds of the Chapter so that even more services demanded by the
public may be offered.

A full time receptionist/secretary is on duty to handle
routine daily assignments.

Faye is still on call 24 hours a day for Service to Military
Familieg, handling some 135 cases per year at all hours of day,
night and weekends.

Two vehicles have been acquired by the Chapter to handle the
areas of services rendered by the Red Cross.

One may say that Faye is the Red Cross Person within the
County. No one can say how many lives have been touched by her or
the result of her management. She is completely dedicated to her
job and to helping others through the efforts of the Red Cross.
This may be indicated by the fact that Faye is a ten gallon blood
donor herself, proving that she practices what she preaches.

Fayvye received the "Tiffney" Award for Excellence in Management
in the Carolinas Region of Red Cross for 1993.

Faye has served Red Cross on numerous committees on the State
and Region Level of Red Cross operations over the years.

The Red Cross has come many miles during her tenure as
Director. Faye sincerely believes in the cause and looks forward
to doing even more for the citizens of the County.

HUMANITARIAN/CIVIC

With all of the above, Faye has still found time to constantly
help other through other means. She received her Emergency
Technician Certification in 1980. She became a First Responder for
the Skull Camp Volunteer Fire Department and still runs calls, day
or night in this capacity. She became a volunteer reservist for
the Surry County Emergency Medical Services in 1982 and for
thirteen years has ridden an ambulance as a crew member on a
volunteer Dbasis. She received her Emergency Technician
Intermediate Certification in 1983 and maintains her current
certification. Faye has been the recipient of the "Reservist of
the Year" award from the Surry EMS. She was also honored by being



awarded the "Life Saving Award" from the Surry County
Commissioners for saving five lives while with the EMS

Faye has had training in Stress Management as it relates to
death and dying. She serves as a group leader for volunteers,
paramedics or families who have experienced a trumatic experience
with an accident or other terrible event. A de-briefing session is
held following these types of events for those involved.

Faye is a member of the Skull Camp Volunteer Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary. She serves as Chairperson of the Board of
Directors of Camp E-Mon-Tal-E, Boy's Wilderness Camp. She is an
avid ceramics person, attending classes two nights per week and has
made many beautiful articles by hand. Her hobbies include
reading, golfing and most any type of volunteer work.
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MOUNT AIRY —Eli £ Wood
80 of Mourdt Ajry, Route 2, yoocl-
ville section, died at his h.nma at
2 pm. yestepday.r'.._.\ ;

- He was born in Surry Coumty.
Sept. 4, 1870, son of John and Nan-)
ey Lambert Wood. ' Mx. Wood was,
a farmer- and “merchant of the.
Woodville section 'for more than
half a century, He served on the
Woodville School Committee- for
2 {;.ﬁ{v was one %f tlt;e foégldert
b e Wood! aptist urch
'xndtd_eacon or 50 years. . .

He was alsé”a member ‘o the
Junior -Order, * o e 4

Funeral serv!ees wlll be: hlﬁd at
11 a.m. Wednesday. at-the Wood-
ville Baptist Church, with the Rev,
Tom Cooke, the: Bev‘ﬁume:f Hold~
er, the Rew.'Joe Wall and the Rev.
Roy Davis in charge. Bm-hl will
be in the church cemetery.’

»'Hig first ‘wife, the ‘former Ellen
'C. Hiatt, died in“1836. He is.sur~
vived by his second wife, the for-
mer Carrie Shamel; ~three “sons,
Ernest Wood, of Mount Airy, -Roy
Wood of Monut Airy; Route 2, Al
vey Wood of Mount Alry, 'Route 1;
three daughters, Mrsi~Alvin Chils
ton, Mrs, Roy Nunn and"Mrs. Tom-
mie Collins, all" of MouqtrAiry.
Route 2; 22 grandchi.ldren and 17

mq\&angcm sl
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By CAROLINE BEAMER

Staff Writer

He could almost pass for General Norman Schwartzkopf: stocky, with a military bearing but eas-
ily breaking into a smile. This retired military man is local. Meet Selbert McRae “Mack™ Wood.

Wood joined the army in 1952 after he graduated from Mount Airy High School in the early
fifties, growing up in a large family and wanting a taste of the world outside of Mount Airy. His_
‘taste of the world’ before it was all over was visiting 35 nations, being a guest at the White House,
the Pentagon—and having a top secret Crypto clearance.

Most folks in Mount Airy know Wood as one of the brothers who ran Woods TV (now their chil-
dren operate the business), but Mack Wood was known in the military world as a top military in-
fantry soldier and military strategist.

His armed forces career continued until a few years ago when a heart attack forced Wood to re-
tire right before his final promotion to General. He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.

As a National Guard officer he called his troops into action for several area catastrophes, such as
Mount Airy’s major floods in the late seventies and racial rioting in Winston-Salem and Greens-
boro.

Asked if military strategy has changed much today from what it was when he was a student he
said, “Not much. It’s still your basic two up, one in,” he said.

He explained when Greensboro police couldn’t regain control of an AT&T University dormitory
during student uprisings, his unit was able to do it immediately with the two up, one in technique,
which is cover both sides and have another contingent in reserve. “Police are trained differently
from the military. But if anyone had to be arrested, that was handled by law enforcement,” he said.

The organization of the military is something that Wood appreciated and said that the chain of
command gave everyone an understanding of how things should be done.

“] loved it. The organization and the technical training were better than any,” he said.

Protocol in the military has its function and its tradition. “A General is not allowed in a vehicle

See WOOD, page 2C




“It’s my calling ... to believe in
restorative justice and to help give a voice to those who are outcast.”
Bert Wood, the president of the Partnership for a Drug-Free North Carolina

JOURNAL PHOTOS BY JASON ARTHURS

Bert Wood speaks at a “Wet, Wild and Drug Free"” celebration at Wet 'n Wild Emerald Pointe Water Park in Greensboro.

Wood has worked at the STEP One
Partnership since 1989,

By Migdalia Vazquez

JOURNAL REPORTER

At one point in his life, Bert Wood
wanted to be an ordained minister.
Now, he sees himself a “minister
without a collar.”

“I think I am a minister,” Wood
said. “In my heart of hearts, I think
this, what I'm doing — helping others
— it feels good,” he said raising his
right hand in a fist and gently tapping
his heart.

Wood’s calling is to fight the rav-
ages of addiction.

As the president and chief execu-
tive of the Partnership for a Drug-
Free North Carolina, Wood oversees a
staff of 222 and has an annual budget
of more than $7.7 million. The
agency, also known as STEP One
Partnership, was founded in 1974. It
grew from just one office on
Hawthorne Road to 10 treatment of-

4-5-2p005

Always Open

Bert Wood puts his heart into his
work at a drug-treatment agency

fices and numerous prevention and
case-management offices from
Asheville to Durham.

In treatment services alone, STEP
One, a private, nonprofit agency,
helps 1,100 families in Forsyth Coun-
ty each year, Services include a resi-
dential treatment center for adults
and adolescents, adult substance-
abuse treatment, prevention services,
and mental-health services for chil-
dren.

Wood, who came'to STEP One in
1989, is particularly proud of two of
the agency’s accomplishments: It
was the first treatment program in
the state to provide child care and the
second in the state to provide servic-
es in Spanish,

He said that many challenges lie
ahead in the substance-abuse and
mental-health arena, including fund-

See WOOD, Page B3




Bert WOOd continued from 1C

ceutical treatment program
for narcotics addicts.

“It’s a pretty cool thing that
we are improving the quality
of treatment for heroin and
narcotics addicts,” he said.

Wood also chairs the N.C.
Department of Correction’s
Substance Abuse Advisory
Council.

He hasn’t always been suc-
cessful in his pursuits. At one
point in his life, Wood ran for
office.

“I ran in the Senate 12th
District in the Democratic pri-
mary, finishing (third) out of
five for two seats. I also ran for
a seat in the North Carolina
House in a general election in
November of 2000. I finished
fourth out of five candidates

for three seats,” he recalled.

Right now, his family is in a
sort of chaos mode.

“Our family 1is rather
stressed right now — with our
daughters taking piano les-
sons, guitar lessons, voice les-
sons and participating in plays
and with Mary Beth trying to
complete her thesis — I will be
glad when April is over,”
Wood said.

His wife, Mary Beth, is in
the process of earning her mas-
ter’s degree in nursing from
Gardner-Webb University. She
is the patient-care coordinator
for Northern Hospice.

“The fact that [ am in the
helping profession and she is
in the helping profession is
stressful to our family because

we are both working with fam-
ilies that have needs all the
time. It’s tough because we
don’t always get to address
each other’s needs. It’s often
times hard for ‘helpers’ to be
helped.”

The couple, who will cele-
brate their 21st anniversary in
July, met while Wood was in
Maryland and they were work-
ing in the same hospital. She
was a charge nurse and he
worked in the Intensive Care
Unit and in the hemodialysis
unit.

“We ended up dating,” he
said, “and, about two years lat-
er, we were married.”

Talking about his return to
Mount Airy, Wood said com-
ing home was one of the best

decisions he ever made.

“I have to say a couple of |

reflective things about moving
back to Mount Airy. It is a
sense of grounding and fulfill-
ment to come back to one’s
hometown. It’s amazing to
have a son and daughters go-
ing to Snappy Lunch like I did
when I was their age. To have
them worshiping in the same
church is real important.

“I think that I can speak for

my wife and myself, that we
have both had opportunities to
go to other locations. I've been
in this house for 20 years now,
but there is a real important
grounding in raising a family
here, because it is a good place
to be. You can’t put a value on
t}la ‘”



By Mondee Tilley
Staff Writer

48, Bert Wood has accomplished more than most people

do in a lifetime. He attributes that to his love of chal-

lenges. Wood has been the chaplain at a Maryland state

psychiatric hospital, started a new Southern Baptist
church in Utah, tried his hand at politics and counseled young peo-
ple. Wood has worked for non-profit organizations for most of his
career, often in drug and alcohol addiction treatment. Now he is
president of the Partnership for a Drug Free NC.

Wood is originally from Mount Airy. He left for about eight or
10 years, then returned after completing graduate school.

“There was a joke in the *70s that there are two kinds of folks in
the addiction field — those who are recovering alcoholics and
those who are recovering from being a minister. I might be the lat-
ter of those two,” joked Wood.

After graduating from Mount Airy High School, Wood decided
to attend Wingate College to earn his associate of arts degree.

After transferring to Wake Forest University, Wood married a
Cuban native. They were married for about four years, but had no
children, During their relationship. he became involved in active
forms of ministry. He worked with Mexican-Americans in New
Mexico and started a Baptist church in Salt Lake City, Utah. Wood
went on to get his master's degree in pastoral counseling and Bibli-
cal languages from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.

After he earned his master’s, his marriage broke up. Wood re-
turned to the East Coast and went into clinical and human services
work. He was a chaplain at a Maryland state psychiatric hospital
for 15 months.

“As | left the formal church ministry, I emphasized on my clini-
cal training,” he explained. “That’s when I got into counseling and
human services administration.”

He said the mental-health industry was growing rapidly when he
returned home. _

“The joke was, when I returned back to North Carolina, that the
mental health industry would hire anyone with a pulse,” Wood
laughed.

He took over the helm of Surry Friends of Youth in August
1981.

“There was just me and a secretary when I came back. They had
some rapid growth while I was there. [ was lucky to be in the right
place at the right time."”

Over his eight years there, the program grew until there were
about 14 people on his staff. He opened another office in Elkin and
also started the Stokes Friends of Youth.

In March 1989, he left Friends of Youth to begin working for
STEP ONE in Winston-Salem.

“In 1989, when I got there, we began doing child care from 9 in
the morning until 9 at night for anybody who needed counseling.
They could bring their children with them. We were the first coun-

Former chaplain, youth advisor
‘and drug-abuse counselor

is still...

seling treatment program in the state to do child care,” he said.

Wood helped establish STEP ONE’s Stokes County office, Pro-
Ject Graduation and First Night Piedmont, which was an alcohol-
free New Year’s Eve party. He was there in 1995 when STEP ONE
started providing services in Spanish.

' College; Mount Airy High Sc
Occupation: President fof
Hometown: Mount Airy :
Hobbies: Golf, exercising basketball and joking
Favorite food: Curried chicken

Favorite music: Beach music

Favorite TV show: ‘"The West Wing"
Favorite book: Last one read
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Mondee Tilley/The Mount Airy News

“We were the second in the state to do services in Spanish. Forty
percent of the people in Forsyth County who go to court are Span-
ish and half of those are monolingual, so it’s a huge problem. The
courts really were not able to address the needs of that population,”
he said.

More recently, Wood began a Hepatitis C screening project.

“Hepatitis C is a silent epidemic among needle users as well as
sex partners of drug users. There.is an alarming statistic of up to 70
to 80 percent of persons who inject having Hepatitis C. We started a
pilot project for that and the CDC — Centers for Disease Control
— is looking at replicating it,” Wood said.

He also helped begin a treatment program for older adults.

*“We are not getting any younger,” chuckled Wood. “With the
baby boomers now getting older — whether it is losing jobs, spous-
es, family moving away — they don’t have the structure of support
they are used to having. The addiction problem is pretty specific
and significant for that population,” he said.

As coordinator for the Partnership for a Drug Free NC, Wood
said the general public might recognize its parent organization from
some famous commercials.

“Probably the thing that is most visible are the commercials that
say, “This is your brain. This is your brain on drugs.’ Lots of famous
people have starred in these commercials in newspaper, radio and
TV,” Wood said.

He is also a consultant for the Center for Substance Abuse Treat-
ment, As part of that group, he helps survey and consults with
methadone programs around the nation. Methadone is a pharma-

See Bert Wood, continued on Page 6C




WOOD

Continued From Page B1

ing and assuring that people
have equal access to treatment,

_About 25 percent of his

clients relapse. “You can see
that as a failure or as a confir-
mation that they need services,
and it’s a challenge to do it bet-
ter and differently,” he said. “1
liken STEP One to a sanctuary,
meaning it is a place of safety
without fear or retribution or
rejection. This is a place of hos-
pitality; a place thel;' are caregs
for and made well.”

A 60-year-old recovering
heroin addict, who spoke on the
condition that his name not be
used, said he owes his new life
to a STEP One counselor. He's
among the 8 percent of the
agency’s clients who receive
methadone as part of a treat-
ment plan that includes psy-
chotherapy and attendance at
su;:port—group meetings.

My life now is a complete
turnaround, I've got more trust
from my wife now,” the man
said, “The main thing about

i Bler-
where I'ny at. He's taught me
how to take care of myself, and |
never had a counselor who took
time with me and who had faith
in me.”

Part of Wood's job is teach-
ing children to avoid drugs in
the first place.

On a recent blistering Sunday
afternoon, Wood stood on a
platform to open this year’s
“Wet, Wild and Free" drug-free
appreciation celebration at Wet
‘nWild Emerald Pointe Water
Park in Greensboro, With sweat
dripping down his face and
soaking his white T-shirt, he
walked through the crowd, shak-
ing hands and welcoming the
more than 900 young people

and their families who attended.

As in earlier years, the gath-
ering drew winners of an essay-
writing contest for children
ages 4 through 14. Children and
teenagers write why they want
to stay drug-free.

“Talking about (drugs) to the
kids is not glitzy; it’s not sexy,”
Wood said. He pointed to a
group of teenagers performing
on stage. “This is. Activities
such as these is what kids and
families need more of"

Wood, 50, was born in Win-
ston-Salem and grew up as a
Southern Baptist in Mount Airy.
He earned an associate’s degree
from Wingate College, where he
was most interested in psychol-
ogy. His life’s journey, though,
was about to change.

“After returning home from a
wonderful experience in New
York, working in vacation Bible
schools, working in the inner-
city drop-in center in Buffalo
and building a log cabin ata

camp, I felt that religion and
philosophy wotild be more
helpful, m and rele-
vant for me and what [ wanted
o 90 than a major in psycholo-

He went on to Wake Forest
University with a new double
major and then earned a mas-
;er s.t gx divinity degree from

outheastern Baptist Theologi-

cal vs\%r;llina: in 15?80. s
e he was still studyi
he was offered a position );;ngi,_
rector of Christian Social Min-
istries for a multicounty region
in Rochester, N.Y. But the offer
m »:{ithilga:vrr: after he told the
ry that he was se
ﬁ'emhhis wife, ki
The memory and the pai
that rejection glﬂ Hng’ers?mn i
“Icried so hard, I popped
blood vessels in my eyes. The
anguish was so great that God
was not available to me when I
needed it ... it was horrifically
hurtful, the sense of aloneness
and despair."

Wood, who eventually be-
came a Presbyterian, knows
that addicts suffer from rejec-
tion, too.

“It's my calling ... to believe
inrestorative iustice and to heln
outcast,” he said. :

Scott Wilson, a friend for
more than 20 years, said Wood's
passion for and commitment to
helping others affected him so
much that he has dedicated his
life to counseling. “1love Bert,
he took a chance on me by giv-
ing me my first job in the help-
ing profession,” Wilson said.

“Ilove his heart and his
wicked humor,” said Wilson,

now a counselor at Surry Com-
munity College. “He will pick up
for the person who needs a
helping hand, and he will nee-
dle you regardless of how im-
portant you are.”

Last week, Wood and his ad-
ministrative and finance staff
moved back to the STEP One
treatment center on Fourth
Street after about two years on
the 23rd floor of the Winston-
Salem Tower. The move brings
him closer to the people he
serves.

“One of my philosophies is
to manage by presence, S0
walking around the building in
the morning, and sitting down
in the lobby waiting for persons
to be served, it gets you back to
the reason of being in this busi-
ness,” Wood said.

“Our organization is in a life-
saving business, and there’s
daily good news about reducing
stigma, assisting people in re-
covery, em ring young peo-

ake hy decisions,”

he L-.-: AT o) ke the Maytag
repaif manaintortunately, there
will alwavshé jusiness.”

B Migdalia Vazquez CV
reached at 727-7303 or a
mvazquez@wsjournal.com .~




Individual Summary

Name: Calvin WOOD!

Sex: Male

Father: Michael WOOD (abt 1799 - )

Mother: Cindy MARTIN ( -)

Individual Facts

Birth JUN 15 1838

Death APR 15 1920 (age 81) Franklin Township, Mount Airy, Surry County, NC
Marriages/Children

1. Rebecca SENTER

Marriage DEC 11 1869 (age 31) Franklin Township, Mount Airy, Surry County, NC
Children Dick WOOD (1870 - )

George Washington "Wash" WOOD (APR 26 1870 - AUG 5 1948)
Eles L "Left" WOOD (NOV 1873 -)

Calvin Lafayette WOOD (OCT 13 1878 - JUN 1 1954)

Eldridge B. WOOD (FEB 1879 -)

Lafayette WOOD (MAY 1881 - )

Hillary WOOD (DEC 8 1882 -)

Notes (Individual)

Notes (Family #1)

Sources
1. Wilma Hiatt 3265 Spainhour Mill Road, Tobaccoville, NC 27050-9780.




Wood’s TV is a family business

By MICAH MASSEI

Staff Writer

Bestselling  author  Gail
Lumet Buckley once noted that
“family faces are magic mir-
rors. Looking at people who be-
long to us, we see the past, pres-
ent and future.”

Such a description seems fit-
ting when speaking to those of
the Wood family of Mount Airy,
whose local Woods TV satel-
lite/electronics store has been
an invaluable service for the
good folks of Surry County for
almost 60 years.

“Everybody wants to sell,”
said co-owner Michael Wood,
“but it seems nowadays, no-
body wants to ‘service’ any-
more. We want to provide a
good service to people.”

Michael. along with his
cousin, Tycho Wood Jr., inherited
the family business, which began
as a small operation out of the
garage of both the men’s grandfa-
ther, Ernest Wood in 1947,

“Woods TV started out on
Rockford Street in 1947 out of
my grandfather's garage by (my
uncle) Woody Wood,” said
Michael.

“In 1951, he moved out of
the garage and onto Willow
Street. Two years later, it
moved to the comner of Worth
and Rockford (streets), where
for a while it served as Woods
TV, a grill, a bus station, a taxi
cab service, a gas station and a
Nash card dealership — all un-
der one roof.”

For the next 15 years,
Woady, Tycho Sr. and Michael’s
father, Mack, operated all of the
respective businesses. In 1968,
the men shifted their primary fo-
cus of business towards televi-
sion and electronics.

“Electronics — that was the
trend,” said Mack. “It was an up
and coming thing, and we went
afterit.”

With a new change in focus
towards selling primarily elec-
tronics, Woods TV also would
experience changes among
those operating within the local
family business.

“Tycho Jr. and I have built it
up.” said Michael, who shortly
after graduating from The Uni-
versity of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill in 1980, joined Ty-
cho Jr. Wood Jr. in beginning
the third generation of Woods
TV family owners. “I've basi-
cally worked down here since |
was old enough to pick trash up

“Electronics — that
was the trend. It was
an up and coming
thing, and we went
after it.”

Mack Wood

in the parking lot. I wanted to
continue the family tradition.”

Double-majoring in political
science and studio art, Michael
first looked for work within the
field of city administration, but
eventually opted to continue do-
ing what he's always loved to do.

“After graduating, 1 was
looking for a job,” said
Michael.

“At that time, I was wanting
to be in city administration —
which has helped me greatly in
runming a business, (because)
city administration works a lot
like a business degree. 1 was
looking for a job, and I got a job
at Woolco. doing something 1
loved doing and knew about —
selling electronics.

“lI took my experience at
Woods TV and used that there
in how they gained business
and worked selling electronics
and TVs. I was selling TVs and
thought, “Why not do it for my
dad?™”

As Michael and Tycho Ir.
continue the family name and
business, as well as what’s easi-
ly a notable local business land-
mark, both men affirm satisfac-
tion in finding success from not
only a business standpoint, but
also in receiving the respect and
admiration of those in their
family for whom they’ve “taken
the reigns from” in continuing
the family tradition.

“I think they’ve done a qual-
ity service,” said Mack. “When
we all got nto it, we all had a
purpose to want to provide the
best to the people of Mount
Airy. A lot of fathers have
passed their businesses to their
sons throughout the years, and
I'm proud to say that Mike and
Tycho Jr. have built it up and
have really done well with it.”

“Family is important, just
like the community is impor-
tant,” added Tyche Jr. “We feel
like we're not just another busi-
ness in the community, (but
something) that's really a part
of the community.”

' Originating from the garage of elder Ernest Wood in 1947, Mack Wood, left, Michael Wood,

Micah Massei/The Mount Airy News
Tycho Wood Jr. and Tycho

Wood Sr. are among those of the Wood family who've continued the family’s legacy within the local business main-

stay for nearly 60 years.

lite/electronics business.

Micah Massei/The Mount Airy News
Woods TV Co-owner Michael Wood, works hard from his desk
on yet another busy morning at the local, family-owned satel-
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Submitted photo

Shifting its focus towards selling (primarily) televi-
sion sets in 1968, Woods TV now offers televisions,
satellite dishes, as well as other electronics.
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Confederate soldiers remembered
in hard cover hook

Our Confederate’ Ancestors
buried in Cumberland. Putnam,
Van Buren and White counties,
listing a few in Jackson. Overton
and Warren Counties. is available.
This book is a four-year project
ol the Captain Sally Tompkins
#2123, United Daughters of the
Confederacy  chapter; o honor
the 200th birthday of Gen. Rob-
ert Edward Lee. in 2007.

This hard cover. 325-page
book. contains. information on
more than 1.200 Confederate sol-
diers. Most are buried in these
various counties of the Upper
Cumberland region. This in-
cludes location of  burial “with
photo of the tombstone. if avail-
able. photo of the solider. birth ; e T A : :
and death dates. udfits-of scrvice  DONATION. Cathy Farley (center), director of White County Public Library, accepts a donation |
(o the Confederate States. Home  of the book Our Confederate Ancestors from Martha Sue Broyles and Pamela Wood.

Guards or Civil Serviee.

Chapter member Margaret Cordell is a descendant of Capt.
Samuel Joseph Johnson, a survivor of the Immortal 600 listing |
of information is.included on the members of the Immortal with

PURCHASE. ties 1o ‘Tennessee,
White A list of chapter members. living and deceased, and informa- |
County tion on their ancestors is included, no matter where their ances-
Executive tors lived, served or are buried outside the Upper Cumberland
Herd Sulli- Region.
van makes Our Confederate Ancestors is available for $45 plus $5 for
one of the shipping and handling. An order form may be found on the
first  pur- Internet site of Southern Lion Books. A bonus offer has been
chases® of added on the book “Confederate Orphans” ,which also includes
Qur * Con- short stories of this region, with copies of this book added at $12
federate soft cover and $22 hard cover, as long as they last.
Ancestors All checks need to be made to Capt. Sally Tompkins #2123
from Pame- UDC. For more information contact E.H. Parsons, PO. Box
la Wood. 1001, Crossville, TN 38557-1001 or Martha Sue Broyles, 1735
McMinaville Highway, Sparta, TN 38583.




SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 997
DOBSON, NC 27017
http://juliemorrison.com/surry/

June 2, 2004

Betty Schwier
516 East Townview Circle
Mansfield, OH 44907

Thank you for your letter dated April 28, 2004 regarding Elias Wood and his father
James Wood. We are very sorry that we did not find information on them in our
files. We emailed several Wood researchers but they did not have information.

James Wood is found on the Surry County, NC 1830 census probably soon after his
marriage. He is 20-30 years old and the female in the household is 15-20 years old.
He is listed next to Peter Wood who is 50-60 years old, female is 50-60 years old and
they have two others in the household (probably children), a male age 10-15 and a
female 5-10. Perhaps Peter is the father of James and James has just married and
living near his parents. There are two males by the name of James Wood listed in
the 1835 tax list in Surry Co. One James Wood is paying 1 white poll tax in Capt.
Stanley's District. There are Butcher families in this district also. The other James
Wood is listed as son of Thomas Wood paying only 1 white poll tax in the Rockford
District.

The 1850 Surry Co. census listed James' wife as Leviny, son Henry, son Elias, son
Aaron, son Moses. You stated he married ? Butcher. An Elizabeth Butcher
(six months old) is listed living in the household next to James Wood. This
household's names and ages are confusing as you will notice on the copy you have.

You may wish to write SCGA members Rita and Chester Mayberry, 3900 Glouster
Dr., Lexington, KY 40510. I tried emailing them but the email address was not a
current one apparently. They research Wood and Butcher families.

We will be happy to put a query in our fall journal for you and maybe you will get a
response from the query as it will be posted on our web site.

Thank you for all the information you sent on these Wood men. We will add it to
our files in the research room.

Wilma J. Hiatt
Research Committee
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DIL.ATIIS
Nc:..‘,,a.?‘4, """"" Received,, May G, 19264, ...
Name Blias. W00 ,........c. oo Sex .hale... Color...\.‘{h;lt‘.e ......
Town or Township...... B0l00 . i iiciss County..Miﬂn.i .......... e
Nrarried;. ... oo SRl T e Widowed 12 SRS B) Ao 5 3050 (R
Age 90-5=18..... Occupation ........ Farmer,... ...
Birtholace, . VAWEINIEas.. L o Datellove 12, 1835,
* . Name of father. _Jamoa.'ood , .Birthplace M. Carolina.
Maiden name of mother. ... ML F_'S...B.,u. .t.feh, .9.-1‘.. ............................................
ButhpMca”r_N. 107 k3 e 5 OO0 PR CHC RSHERRER T o OB T R o VU RO
Informgnt. §illiom Mood, ... Address) Tonrg, ReRedde....
Date of déath ApTil 70, 1926+ ... Cause. Senile Heart. .
Place of bur:a!_..}?l,ea".an‘l:,.HJ.ll,, Ohio. Date liay 3, 1926 .. ..
tndertaker.,. Sa. Ha Halie,. ... oo o0, Address. .legt Milton, O..

Physician . D..\l..Shellabarger,.. Address Rotsdam, Ohio.

12660

Ll

- CoPY |

-

@ &5on DEATHS .

.Reg. Dist. No. 874 Prim, Reg. Dist. No. 5331  File No. Reg. No. 17
City, Village or Township Union Tﬂm Miami County, Obio
Full Name Alice Yood

' Sex Fama s - Color White Marital Relation Mgrried

- Name of Husband or IVife Elies vood

‘- Age: Years 067 Months 3 Days 1 Hours
Vate of Binh  “8Ce 22, 1848 Oceupation  Hougewife
Birthplace Zenla s "0
Nome of Father ~ Lhomas lMcDermott Birthplace Unknown
Maiden Name of Motker Unknown Birthplace Unknown
Place of Buial 1 easant Hill, O Date Mch 26, 1916
Physiian  DsW.Shellabarger Address Potsdam, O
Undertaker W. L Wil liams on Date of Death I\{Ch £ y 1916

Couse of Death “ng ina Pectoris
: Secondary La Grippe
Registrar J.Edwin J ay Date Received Mch 25 ¢ 1916

|
1

death certificate, William Wood ( son o* Elias) said
that Elias™ fadher was born in Virginia.

4

Note:Cn Elias"'

. e
In the 1880 Census , Elias said that his~Ffather was born in
North Carolina.

On Thomas' (son of Elias) death cert.

it states that Eljzs
was born in West Virginia,
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860 United States Federal Census About this database
Household of James Wood #2 New states added this week: M
information below

Name Age Estimated Birthplace Race Home in 1860 Gender
in Birth (City,County,State) C
1860 Year

James Wood 46 1813  North Carolina South Eastern Male
District, Ashe, North
Carolina

Malvina Wood 46 1813 North Carolina South Eastern Female
District, Ashe, North
Carolina

Nathaniel Wood 20 1839  North Carolina South Eastern Male
District, Ashe, North
Carolina

Moses Wood 11 1848  North Carolina South Eastern Male
District, Ashe, North
Carolina

Samuel Wood 5 1854  North Carolina South Eastern Mele
District, Ashe, North
Carolina

AR

. Jsse.dl1?&db=1860usfedcenancestry&ct=9658588&hc=40&hid=2803 129&hhfn=James&hhln=3/29/2004




Monnie Washington Wood

A reception will be given in honor of the 100th birthday of
Monnie Washington Wood on December 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Beulah Ruritan Building. The reception will be given by his
children who invite all his family, friends, neighbors and the
public. Gifts are not requested.

Mr. Wood was born to George Washington and Letisha Amburn Wood
on December 28, 1894 in the Round Peak area of Surry County. He
was the second of eight children, only one besides Mr. Wood is
still living, a sister Mrs. Lola Wood of Mount Airy.

Mr. Wood graduated from the "0ld Beulah School" after
completion of the seventh grade, which was the total requirement at
that time. He was offered a "teaching" position following that but
turned it down.

A life of hard work has been the heart of the century of Mr.
Wood's life. He lived on the farm and helped his father from birth
to 1917. He and his bride, Bessie Brown were married in a buggy on
March 18, 1917. He and his wife moved to the Wesley York farm in’
the Beulah Community where he became a share cropper and began his
own family. In 1924 the Wood family moved to Mount Airy where
Monnie worked in the Mount Airy Furniture Factory for eight years.
He recalls that his wages at that time was $2.40 per day for a full
ten hour day.

In the depth of the depression, he moved back to the York farm
in 1932 and again assumed the role of a tobacco share cropper until
1947 when he bought a 12 acre tract of land only one mile from his
home and built a new house. He has resided in the same residence
since. Upon this move, Mr. Wood became a sawmill worker and was
known as one of the best sawyers in the area. He worked for
several sawmill operators in the area until he retired at age 70.
His work life was still not complete as he began working for his
son at the country store just across the road from his residence.
He worked in the store until his son sold out in 1972 when Mr. Wood
finally retired at the age of 78. An interesting note is that only
two of Mr. Wood's former employers are still living, Henley Goings,
age 86, a retired sawmill owner, and his son, who owned the store.

His next years were filled with working around the house but
most of all in helping take care of his wife who was in ill health.
He watched over her and assisted her in every way until her death
at age 91 in 1985 after a blissful marriage of 69 years.

He still resides by himself although he is continuously cared
for by his devoted daughter, Annie, who lives next door and makes
many "trips" a day to take care of her father.

He is very alert, reads a considerable amount, keeps up with
current events by newspaper and television. His health is very




good, however, he does have trouble "getting around" as his legs
have gotten very weak.

Mr. Wood has lived his entire life in the Beulah Community and
has many memories. He has driven oxen and remembers a humorous
incident once when one of the "steers'" laid down in the road while
pulling cargo and would not get up. He has driven a team of horses
pulling a wagon across many streams that were frozen solid in the
cold winters of the "teens'". He purchased his first car "around
1920" a T-Model Ford. He remembers the different names of the Post
Office in the Beulah area from the time it was New London, to Round
Peak, then Bottom and finally closed and mail came from the big
town of Mount Airy.

He has used tobacco since he was eight years old in every
form--chewing, dipping snuff, smoking using tobacco straight from
the barn and rolled into a brown paper bag, smoked a pipe and
cigars. He still uses snuff continuously each day. He remarks
that when I die, I guess people will say "Yes, tobacco got him."

One of the darkest areas of his life was probably during World
War II when three of his sons were in the military. His eldest,
Brady, was killed in action in 1945 at Okinawa.

He has lived under the administration of 19 presidents, and
has voted in every election since 1912. His favorite President of
all time was President Eisenhower.

Mr. Wood's family today consist of one daughter, Annie Nichols
who lives next door; three sons, Glen and John of Mount Airy and
Leonard of Raleigh. He has eleven grandchildren, eleven great
grandchildren; seven great-great grandchildren and three step
great—-grandchildren.

Monnie Wood is 1living proof that hard work will not hurt
anyone. He has always been known as one of the most reliable
workers in the community. He has been blessed with good health
having only been in the hospital "about three times" in his life.

Many, many inventions have been made in the century of Monnie
Wood's life. Living has changed from primitive to modern. Books
do not do justice to talking to a person of this age and hearing
him tell of life as it "really was".

Mr. Wood is looking forward to seeing many relatives, friends
and neighbors during the reception in his honor.




/ DIARY of MARQUIS LAFAYETTE WoQD (dast as he wrote it.)
' Manuseript Department of Duke University

168 January
Monday L. Left fao Mbt. Airy, reached “inston, znd spent the night with my friend
and classmate, Col. J. W, Alspaugh....
Wednesday 6., Tr veled 22 miles. Stayed with Brother race, who lives near the
Filot Mountain,
Thursday 7. Reached ¥t. Airy. Stonpedwith Brother Prather. found him and family to
be quite pleasant., Formed the acquaintance of Rev. William ¢. steid.
Yriday 8. Called on Bro. Reid. Visited Bro. £lisha Banner and Rev. W, Rawley.
Saturday 9. Read and studied some. In the afternoon called on Bro. tfawley. Found
Bro., B. T. Shelton and lady at his house.
Tuesday 12. Went to sgnd the night with Broi.fipberts, a local preacher, living
in the country. '
Saturday 16. Left Mt., Airy for Bro, races. I passed a camp of the company of
gypsies Wich passed through Mt. Airy last Thursday. As soon as they said good
morning, boss, I was bartered far a horse trade. But I left them without any
trading, or effecting any good. h
Sunday 17.....freached at Ebenezer from St.John 17: 20-21. Kead the "Ueneral rules"
to the society, and gave them a talk, i
Wednesday 20, Rogde a few miles. Yound a rough and poor country. Took dinner with
Bro. Wiley Patterson's family, Spent the night with Bro. Dan Haymore.
Thursday, 2l......Preached at Mt, Hermon. _ead tle Beneral rules" of our church
te the reople.... Spent the nightwith Bro. A, Lewis..?.Found the country around
Mt. Hermon ouite broken- somewhat mounta nous--but now very rocky. Land not rich,
tprid y 22, Preached at a schoolhouse, through a regular appointment called Indian
Yy Groves.
(He read the "General tules" to all churches.)
ounday, 31l. Preached at Oak Grove to quite a large and attentive congregation...
Went home with Bro. Saunders, a Protestant Methodist preacher.
1758 Febru-ry
‘yeaday 2, Caouds skirting around. ©now on the Blue Ridge--the mountain., “ame to
Mt. Airy this morning. Stopped with Bro. &, Banner,
Sunday 7. At 11 o'clock I preached at Lebenon from St, John 17, 20-21. Not many
persons out in consequence of the snow. rreached at candle-lighting, in Mt. Airy,
from Heb, L:9. OScveral persons out,

Met up with old Bro. Hicks who 1 saw at a camnp-meeting on the Slue fidge
Migsion in 1856. Bro. tlicks is a local preacher on the durry Vircuit. He told me
that he was converted under the preaching of wWaddle Johnson, the first Methodist
preacher that came through this country. He said thathe had often heard of the
Methodist preschers, and had always heard them represented as false prhphets. bBut
when they ceme in reach he was determined to go and hear them and eecordingly when

Rev. Mr.,Johnson preached in some five or d x milesof him, he was present, and under
conviction before going to hear him, andhad the horrors of hell so dppicted and the
beauties of heaven so portrayed, thathe could hold out no longer,~nd fell as a dead
men, thinking that he was going to die, A fter passing a few days between hope and
fear, while lying upon his bed of rest, meditating upon his condition and the mercy

of God the Lord czused gladness to fill his soul and joy to spring up in his hcart.

Fceling it his duty to 6ffer life eternal through Jesus to others, Bro. Hicks

sought license to preach, All the time the devil tempting him on vatrious points--
brineine his want of an educ~tion to his mind... (Bro. Hicks was licensed to jweach.,

Thursday 11. Quite cold., DPut seven persons met me at Salem,wy appointment....

“eorle mot very cold. Found here a new church though not completed, but it is,
will be ouite respectable.

Sunday 1L. LiA not leave Bro. Patterson's in conscquence of bad health and the

SNow. ...
lednesday 17... Mr, C. M, Vanorsdell presented me with my ambrotype, which was a
good picture,

L —
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ood diary 1858 2
riday 19. ...Went to, and spent the night with, William W, Banner, an old school

aate, » wie ‘
~ March 1852 ....Told the people at Hollow Springs....At Flat Shoals I preached....
_exhorted a small congregation at New Hope...Spent part of the day with Bro.
Needham who lsbors on the Yisher's River Mission.

Sunday 7....Snow about three inches deep. Bro. Reid rreached at 11 6'clock ..

I nreached at nieht ...Bro. Reid gave us a very heart searching exhortation. Hnd
also gave the citizens a talk abcut building a church,

brnday 8. Snowed all last night and snowing this mornirg . “hen it ceased-it was
about eight inches deep.

We sent the day rrincipally talking about building a chmurch in Mt. Alry.
Finally a while before night we succeeded in making a stort in r aising the money.
Got 510 and the lot subscribed though a part of it was conditionally. I tuink
the snow was providentially sent to detain Bro. Reid in Mt. Airy to instrumentally
in putting theball fully in motion.

Bro. Reid and I took tca with Mr. ftobert Uilmer.

Tuesdny 9. ,ontinued the effort to raise money to bu 1d a church with tolerable
success.

Wednesday 10. raised tle subscription for a churbh to $815.00. Bro. Reid left
this morning. ("Bro. Reid" was Numa F, Reid, presiding elder.)

Thursday 11. Preached at Salem from ...to about 20 or 25 persons. Went home with
Bro. 8ndrew J. Satterfield, a nice man and has a nice family.

Friday 12. Preoached at White rlains.

1858 March

Seturday 13. Went to Hockford. This was once the county town of “urry, but is now
near the county line. *ockford is on the Yadkin fiver, and is on a hillside. It
looks somewhat dclapifiated. There is free church here. The Baptists have the
ascendency. The old Yourt House, now called a Seminary, is the ncatest building

1 the place. I stopped with Bro. Nicholson. “his is a pleasant family.

I rreached at candle-lighting, from... A tolerable congregation.

Sunday 1L, After riding 7% miles I reached Siloam, and preached to a respectable
and attenfftive congregation. Held class mecting and read the "Gener~nl Rules',
Went home with Bro, Jurney, a local deacon.

Tucsday, 16. 8ppnt the day reading. Visited Widow Heeves and family in the
evening and took tea with them...went and spent the night with Bro. whitaker...,
“pent the night with Bro., Nutt.

Left Bro. Nutt! in the afternoon, went down the Ararat, through tields .....
.....(He tells of cuiting off branches off a fallen tree to get there, etc. )
The main dwelling is wa2ry comfortable....... .I shall not visit Bro. Fulk again
til he cuts a road t. his house.
Epril 1958

Thursday, #pril 1...done a little towards a church in Mt. Airy. The tause moves on

but slowly.

Friday 2 Done alittle more towards raising funds for the church here. Visited
Ben. Graves' femily. (Baptised wife who was very ill. She died.)

Saturday 3 ..fre-ched at O-k Grove,

Sunday L. At 11 o'clock precched in Mt. Airy ....the funeral of “11len Victoria
Allred, deceased, little daughter of Murphy Allred. Bro. Jesse *‘oberts rreached
or the occasion a very appro:riate short sermon. 3 o'clock Bro. Reid preached.

At candle-lighting I prcached for the colored people from Eph. 2:8. _
Monday 5. Attended the burial of a little b y, son of kdward Banner..Went out and
spent the night with Mr, B, R . Galloway. ' persons.
Tuesday 6., ©Spent the night with Souire Moore's family. FPreached at Lebanon to 9

>dnesd~y...Went to, and spent the night with Bro. Marlin Sparger.
eriday 9. ..Preached &b white Plains to six mpersons. Creeks were up some in
censecuence of the rain that fell last night. The water ran up in iy buggy, and
crossing Stewart's Creek it sloshed a little on the scat,
Saturday 10. ..Preached at ﬂocqurd{ at candle-lighting to an attentive rudience.
Sunday 11. Preached at Siloam. ~ormed a S-bbath School. &Guite a lerge and
attentive congregation,




Wood Liary 1858 3
1858 April
sunday 18, Preached at Bbenezer.. 2
Thursday 22. Preached at Mt. Hermon. Formed a Sabbath School. was hapgpy to mect
up with Bro. Pepper, preacher on the Pafrick Uircuit., Transcribed the class books
for ¥t. Hermon and Indian Yraves,
Satufday 2L. Preached at Hollow sSprings to five women ond two children.
Sund~y 25. Flat Shoals. Orgsnized 2 Yabbath Scheol.
Tuesd~y 27. Prcched at New dope, Yormed 2 Sabbath ®chool....Preached at candle
lichting ~t Bro. ilex ur~llaspie's...
Wednesdry 28...5rent the night with Bre, *t, berkeb.
Thursday 29. ...for the first time I saw trdny the "Sismese Twins", 1 had only
o slizht vicw of them, as they were attending to business at the time and so was I.
fhoy are not as larze as I expccted to see them,

“Yaturday, May 1. Preached. at Usk Urove to a small congregation ..hent to bro.
Mitehell's for i ner, buv as kis wiie was avout to .resent him with a son, or daugh
ter I dii not st-y all night. <®efore I got far 1 met the doctor going to supcrinten
the presentati-n, but he was too late 1 lenrned since.

Sunday 2. Precached at Lebanen from...Held class mecting and read the "deneral *ules
to the society.
Wednesday 5. went out te Bro, Gwyn's and spent the night.
Q\ Friday 7. Went to *ockford i the forenocn, stopped with Bre. Nichelson, c:lled on
Bro. Jomes W, Lavis, whose wife is sick. Bro. &. moore ceme te sce, ondf spend the
tf night with me. (Junc 1858)
\Saturday 5...I h ard bkir, Yaldwell (Presbyterirsn) preach in the Mole academy.
Sunday 6. 8 o'clock.//¥W/ #. ¥, The Prosbyterian ministers, Urldwell, omyth, Mont-
: Q gemery, held 2 prayer mcoting which I attended. 1lo'clock. ir. Ualdwell prenched
¢ 3 for me at Lebonon. 3 o'clock lir. Montgemery preached at kt. s¥ky ..... They have
. duly 1858 est-blished a small church in the place.
B Thursd~y 2?. Preached at Mb, Pcrmon. Hcld class meeting. 1 shot a very large
rottle snaks under Bre, Lewis! crib, Bro Pepper and lady cnme ~nd spent thc night

oo

¢ with me.
v Saturday 31. Preached Ok Urove ...Lorge cengregation. After preaching went to
1 », Ifirarat River and baptised thrce persons--onc by immersion, These are the first
€ WM ,~dult persens I cver baptised, and of couirse the first immersing I ever donc.
%; glﬁunday, August 1. Preached at Salem, at 11 o'clock the funitral of Bro. bvens!
Y C} lld-
i /  magust 1858
IS ‘hursday 19. %“id not have mecting in the day as but few persens usually come out.
t Se I concluded to spent th. day in ascending the noted :ilot Meuntain with my
E friunds Uodsen ancd varr, I suppose abcut 9 o'clock we, with Charlie and little
T oammie, st-rted for the rinnacle's height. The weather being quite wsrm, ond
b Fillard Fillmore, the noble horsu that carried Bro. Yhmarlie tace and 1 as far as
i we could well Af¥¢ drive,having been in the pasture for some time we had to travel
B very slow. About onc o'clock cfter climbing over rocks, and ascending steps and lad
S, 1l-dders which h»ve be n placed along the rugged ascent of the gronite rinnacle we
S stood abjut eighteen hundred fect abeve the 1l.vel of the waters of the beautiful .y
4 curving adkin. There higch up in the atmosphere upon one of the granite rocks,
or worn smooth by the tread of the hundreds of visiters to its inviting suwmmit to scan .
at a @l nce a vast extent of N-tvre's grand and scul stirring works--after resting
Me a while cur weary bodics r~nd cesting around thecye upon the broad, beautiful and
SF maenificent l-ndscapcs tewerding mount ins and the majestic Blue Midge, we helped
Tx curselves ta lunch. olllch Sister sec so kindly provided ns d drawed from nnd
: quaffed fresly ~f the smnll runlet which we had filled with mincral. water from
£Y Mr, Gillam's scring, ncor his housc. while we Were sotisfying the demands of
cr nriure we gazed intenscly upon Lhe S:oueatown Mountains which lifted themselves enst
cr of us--the verdant lsndscnpe,dotted with farms and dwellings, movked with oruds. 2o
s the right of SaurBown lountains as thc distonce increases thre picturesgue landscape
Su seems tn heighten til it me ts ond minglcs with the bluc honvens, forbidding the
at visien of man renching further, and =t the s-mc tim: causing the beholder to

fell how finite--how small--how circumscribed thc sight even when upen the td lest
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peaks of earth,

When our lunch was dispatchid we commenced rambling over and around the dizzy
heights of the rinnacle. as the eye is lifted tewrrd the south-scuth west the spark-
ling woters of the fadkin at diffcrent pinccs mcet the view. woscyond its rolling

rirples the scuthwest, the Brushy Mount~ins who bluc tinged tops shut cut all boyonr
peer up te add t the grandeur cf scene,

As the wost and northwest lics the sublime Blue Ridge defying the gaze, while
upnn its side and top may be secen sparks of the woodsmn's ax and the farmers!
utinsils, as if mon was dctermined te make cvery spot of the world, however rough,
yield te his support. Upron the whole, what a scene! How mognificent!. who can
stani upon the summit of the lofty mountain nnd vicw the grandeur of surrcunding
scenery, nnd n~t be impressed with the wisdem ~nd ocwer of Noture'ls ued?

dc then descended te bnrse of the rinnaclc, and walked ar und it to view its
towering gronitc height., It lifts itsclf as if some great internsl commoticn shot
it abeove thoe surrounding and othcr part of the mount~in., That time nd worn its
surroundin®s down while it stands defying the pelting storm and rag.n wind. One
of these theerics is very probable.

Late in the a ternoen we returned to Bro. .-cc's and hastened to Lhene,er to
wershic God whose werks we hogt been beholding ond admiring.

September 1858 :

Frid~y 3. Attended te some little matters cencerning the church (bcunt diry). ot
L n'clock I with ldiss “hattie Frather, Themas w, srather, and Liss rebecca Lanner
started to a camp meetinz in wythe Yo., Va., ‘¢ reached the top of the Bluc .ddge,
ur the Fancy Gar, about an hrur after d rk. wec traveled up the mountain which is
five miles from the basc te the toi: with no light but that ~f the st-rs. The road
winds arcund hollews ~nd ravines along high precipices and towering crags. On one
hand threatening rocks hang above the head, on the cther the riprling rivulcet is
heard fer ~ number of feeot belew. we sment the night with Mr. wite ¢1l who lives
cn the top of the mountein., He is quite a clever mon, takes pleasure meking
sojourns -l asant.
Saturday L. ULarly this morning we left #r. Mitchell's, and pursued cur journcy.
Ecine under the impression that Cripple Creck Crmp Gr und was in six or seven
miles of Wythcville, md knowing that we cculd not reach this place todsy, we con-
cluded te gr by way of wythcville and spendf the night thcre., we stopped ot Cart.
Roper's and h~d cur horses fed., e hnd ~ snack, which Mrs. Mitchell gave us, Abrut
daylizht dnavm we resched Jytheville, and to ~ur astenishment and mertification
learned that we werc eightemn or twenty miles from the place of rur dcstination. o
storped 2t the Wytheville Heouse kept by Mr. Crecket, This is a : leasant hotel.
very stbentlon is  ~id te auests, te make them eomfortable.
Sunday 5. We hasted carly this morning for the camp mecting. <The read mest of the
wov was auite grod. Th. other rortion was cuite rouch. I sup~osc it was 1 e'eclock
when we reached the e-mpgrs und. ind when we arrived ~t the ploce we verc gdAYy
sadly disanpointed. Thc camp-gr-und is right by the side of Cripple Creck,; hemmed
in on wvery side Uy meuntains,  The first veice we heard on our srrival was that of
brys, "Will you h v your lerse toidren eare of 29 Sering ne appoarance of the hrrbor
or preac inz I incuired for the church. “ome ene pcinted furthor on ond acress the
creck, we drove across, nd to cur great astonishment, we found curselves among a
number cf wagons, sellin- cakes, c-ndies, etec. we then inguired for the prcachcrs!
cerp and had tr pe-cross the creck to fund it. *inally we succeeded in finding the
horber and wership was going. we sent £ r the preacher in chorge. He came cut., 1
intreduced myself to him, But as the Sacroment of the Lord's Supper was ab ut tec be
administered, he cruld net immedistely attend to us. Yhe ladies were a.commodated
2t Bro. Perter's tunt. when the Sacrament was over Bro, Worlcy ¢ me to m again add
carried me intn th' frcachirs' tent and introduced me to Bro. FeGeer of the mcrinn
Cirendt, Livana,

Monday 6. Cripnlc Creck. I preached the first sermen from Luke 16:23,..
Brr. Kerr preached at 11 ~'clock; Bro. Torbell at 3t Br~1l Merley ~U night, ....... .
Tuesday 7. W left the comp mecting ~nd went te uytheville. Here I met up with my
friend Mr. Jas, itcid jacr..... This is a2 nice ond grew.ng town. hen the improve-
ment now is rrogress are completed ~nd othir streets filled cut it will be A large
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and beautiful town. The Tennessee and Virginia a1il kosd runs by this ploce.

wednesd~y 8., we traveled towards N, C, as far as Hillsville, the county site
of Carroll Ce. We spent the night at mr. wsalker's Hotel. He is ocuite a elever
man and has o plessant fmily,
Thursday 9. We reached it. Mry, 3% o'clock, P. M. “he ride down the meuntaing
was delichtful., The scenery was beautiful.  Upon the whole we had a pleasant trip.
‘Sunday 12. Prayer mecting ot Yak Urove., At L p. M. I preached at Lebancn the
funeral of some o lored persons, deccased, “peht the nizht with bdward B nner,
Wednesday, 15. Uak Greve. I preached at 11 o'clock...® ur or vie were pleading
for'merey., ‘At candle-gighting, -ne joined cur church. bro. finshow presched, I
fcllowed with ~n cxhortaticn., But twe c~r three get down to be prayed for. I then
for back sliders snd cnld hearted nrofesscrs, and several came ferward, and other
sinners secking life ond sddvatien. *hon I told all who wented to be made hapny te
g7t Jlovm and bevin t¢ rray. <11 the professers of religicn knelt dewn. The Holy !
Spirit was pourcd ~ut, and such a time of rejoicing and shouting 1 scare.ly every
saw in all my life. 35ix or scven p:rsons were converted, several back-sliders were
reclaimed, and othcrs were crying for mercy.
Johnny Brower, » little boy abrut thirtcen years old, was a b.ight convert, but
after his crnv rsien he became a successful exhorter and instructor of pcnitents.
He was instrumental in settin~ threc or four dewn upon their knees to ray for
perdon ~nd -zace. (ne, he and eother little brys, ~nd who was himself a little b ¥s,
and whe was himsclf a little boy, jersuaded te such rcliziens, was cenverted to God.
Gloricus time indecd. :
October 1858
“unday 10. tockferd. rreacnc:d at 11 o'eleck the fun.ral of srine colcred
pcrsons deccnsed,
Bra. Nicholson's vif: was converted in hcr reom sbeut midnight, Loday, cne
young lady joined th. church,

'These items were in-~dvertantly omitted from this cogy. One has to scan to get any
items of interest.

Jan, 27. Took supier with Gen Graves whose son had just brought home his wife.
Monday 8. Went and spent the night with Bro. hugh Gwyn and family.

June L, Bro. Ncedham baptised six persons for me, four of them were immersed.

Thurs., 5. Visited with Brother Needhiam and an afflicsed young lady, “ister
liargaret Fatterson.

July 30. GQuarterly conference was held at 8 o'clock. Bro. Avent preached, Bro,
Barringer preached at 11, at 3 Bro. *ush, at candlelight Bro. Heflin.
Tues. 31, Salem. Bro. Wheeler preached at 8 o'clock. Bro. Heid at 11, Bro.

Avent at 3, at candlelight Bro, heflin,
August., Thurs, 2, Our camg meeting closed this morning. It resulted in the
conversion of about 50 souls--28 white, 3 colored.
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Wood Diary kcontlnuea)

(In 1869 Hr. Wood was again stationed in lount siry. He does not tell any -

onurch business of note, fis entries are mostly 'read a little" and a list of veople
"o whom he wrote letters., below, I have jotted down some names eople in kount
4ry might be interested in.)

Dec., 1f68. tues. 22, “eft my father's this morning for Fount “iry, Reached digh
roint just before night’, i :

aed, 23, Resched old 3dalem zbout 9 o'clock this morning; rfound thzt the hack beztween
2alem and rount iry has stopoed, so I had to hire a orivate confeyance,
v I :

YThurs, 2L, Yraveled to John -orth's--about 33 miles from .inston.

Bri, 25. Heszched fount siry about 12 o'clock., ~tonged with «william i, Zanner.
<aker lady oresched in town tonight.

= o < = 14 1 1y - - . 1 o
D5, ined at m, Sray's. loved to rrs, osusan caznner's in the », m., to bezrd,

----attended & children's party at J. frank Graves, wusa,

Feb, 7. Visited rrs. Germsn fzymore who has lost her eyesight and has partisliy
lost her mind, ¢

nt to Jurlin oosrger's. Jreached a2t Saliem, ' |

var, 16 2tovced at parscnage,
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w#entisns kirs. wood, John =znner
-y, 6 ssrried Jose h H, ~itting and Virginis 5, Hollingsworth
apr. 15, 2ilezn and dined with Jister «eeves,
-‘. . - ')-— 3 E, s
Visited *rs.ég?liowsy and #rs, Jerry wilme-
srried w~ythe B, urzhsm of «ythe Co. to 1diss -zrah Virzinia vwin.,
ied Chorles .. shumate and ..Jdvina -orrell _ .

ttended siss fizzie's concert in th
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spent day at .illiam |, iitbhell's

July 1° 69, :ais zfternoon from 130 to 150 merscns, men, tiomen and childyen passed
through ~sunt “iry on their :ay te Utsh., They ere iezving this (urry) ounty. tost
of taer a:ve jcined the sormens., -
Soent cazy ita surlin 2sarger

July 12 wnpried «ohn ¥ Javis 2nd 1iss siutle Sinner,

reevied 9ilidem o, W, Dsznner and iiss -tIzer -, Fzins

i s=phed st Salem. iale GCrove)
\nrezcned &% 4:'2_-.81:., an Srove)

=ins., ..e went to the house
‘ney lsnced in this country tne

ers born, I think, iay 2
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“ood Jigry (costinued) 1R5%

1, hey told me how old they

were when they came to this tountry, and vhen
Tented, Lhey are kind snd entertaining, )

sug. 2(, 109, Father Hicks preached for me at night at Oak Grove,

1769, Visited irs, Galloway who died at 2 o'clock o, n

with ., fugh Gwym |

wilmer and Yarri8s school closed today, They gave Bht girls = party
#r, Bznner's,

Ihe 3=bbath schools in rount 4iry and Salem met today and had a very nice vicnic,
“T'. “rans Uraves, zsq, made the thildren saort talks,

Birried «m. 9, Sanner, son of 24 4, and 3usan bBgnner to #iss Hontana (7) “1lred,
daugntér of “uttle and =liza #llred, 4ilso I married Nazh (%) Srown to ..deling
Licuanless, both colored,

.

rareied Gen meill and Margaret Fulton both colored, a2t arsonage,
g ’ P . g

o
o

eb, 27, 1870, warried ir, Curming It Short to tiss suan Nannie Hines,

« 25 1770, harried #illiam G, Loy and Hiss

18 afterncon at 3 o'elnek I attended a
1

-lice Benner this morning at 1]

oublic meeting at the ¢ reoh to see
about enclosing the graveysrd.
- 3 - ey . o I L
varried Joan M, “carger-to siss fatilda omith (‘hurs, gy 5)
crezched =t night for the colored pecple in Mt, siry, Needmore 5t. from ist Sant,
12, 23-2L,

5. 4, tewls, B, Y, Graves, ifiss dinnie
B

g & 0 top of Slue Hidge, Stoooed
§ litchell,

July 7, sis. »lizabeth Jauyer died, cember of church for 10 yesrs,

L3

-ged 67,

19}
=
0.
fis
(R

ay 25 Jent, 1770, Ur, hiles Loy preiched at 8 o'eclock,

farried C.nt, Finley (?) to Miss “ollie Gwyn,

teurs, Jec, 15, dent to Patrick Jo. to marry «*31liam L. Gilmer to kiss Yors
4, Ioore,




_ (In 1868 and 1869 Mr. Wood was again stationed in Mount Airy. He does not
‘tell much church business of note. His entries are mostly "resd a little", a list
of reotle to whem he wrote letters, his garden, the teorle he visited. However,.
he tock time to get married egain--his first wife whom he had married arcund 1859,
had died in China, This time he married a Mount 4iry school tescher who did not
live leng either. Then he married a widow who did not live here--z11 three -
merrisges wers made while he was staticned in Mount Hry.) :

Thurs, 9 (Jan.) 1868, - Col. Alspeugh Findly sent me to Mount #iry. Left -finston
e little after 12 -o'clock, and rode eighteen miles to kr. N. Lalton's.: I de not
think I h-ve ever had a colder ride.

Fri, 1€. Very cold day., feached Mt. Airy about 3 o'clock r. m. - Sto.ved with
Lr., FKatt Banner. Found my friends in the ; lace well.

Sat. 11, Attended meeting of the Masonic Lodge. (Preached st 0sk Grove.) yisited
rs, Brover's,

n. 16, (¥isited Bro. Mitbhell's). Bro Fur hy Allred's to s;end the night.
Held a3 meeting of my ste ards this afterncen.

Fri., 17. Went home with brol Ferlin brarger, 3% miles from it. Alry and in
the neishborhoed of Salem Uhurch.

(Zelow sre just Jott.ngs, Bro. James Sparger's family. rre-ched at
>glem., Visited Wm., MW, Banner's, Bl L. Banner's, Thos. W. Frather and family,

Feb, 1968. larried John W. 2 gerson and 51igzabeth King, both from rFstrick Co.. Va.
Te John rat erson's and spent the night, Wwent b me with Andrew J. Satterfield.
sufus sdoberts. went out four miles tn dugh Gwyn, Lsa.. went to dohn Banner's.,

Trhurs, 3N (A ril) Rode five miles in the country this morning tc see Morris
Inmen who is cuite sick of rneumonia.

¥ay 37, In the afternccn went w to Salem, and held a church triz1l. Lxiyelled
rs. Levina Collins for slander; and John Tyler Smith for gambling,

tendey 22, (June) I married Frank L. Moore and 2-2hel %, banner,
Seta Al
(July) +€ had a thunder clecud last nicht. Lightning struck the church in
ib. Airy d-ing c nsiderable damsse.
Sclemnized the rites of matrimony bet-een John Foore and Hannah Lzvidson,

crlored,
cohn cstterfield at Salem., Clemniline (?) Setterfield died most trium; hantly.

Tues. 2. roved to krs. Susan Banner's this morning te beard. S.ent

18¢8. 2Lt
¢everzl hours in the alterncon in the church whe are msking & ul,it snd zn zltar.

m

Thurs. Se t. 10, Went to colored :eo; le's Zr:veyard, near Mt. Airy, to bury a
little nezrc boy who died ye terdsy.

v=1lter Creasy licensed tc :reach.
Fevival. Sert. 23. Dr. Closs, Bro. Needham. EFreached tc colored.
m. He uas a

irove., No msan
dene 2 sreat

Cet. 1868. 1lj. Jacob W. Brower, Esg. died about 8 o'clock : .
usef:l man, constant member of the M. E. Crurch, S~uth at Cak
“2g ever more miszsed in any cemmunity than he will be. *e h
desl for this sectien of the country.

g«

21
L

Rebt., Gilmer., .tenewed Mrs. J. w. Brower's subscrintion to the "sgisco al tethodist.!)
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15.. The funeral of Bro. Brower tock rlace this afternoon. He was buried with
Mzscnic honors, There was a very large concourse of rectle tresent.

Fi. 1. #ttended the Mzsonic committee meetine on the death of Sro. Jacob W.
srower. Visited the bere=ved fumily.

18¢%, Kev. 10. Attended to some business of the church. DLr. Foy nreached fer us
at nisht,, 4fter :reeching we held another :arscnage meeting.

fev. 15. &t four o'eclock I bastized tuc cclored ersons and tock these into the
crurch. Dr. deed eeached a fine sermen at night.




1870 Wood Diary (Taught in a male academy)

January 1870

Saturday 19 (February Henry (?) Sparger's youngest child, Mary Elizabeth,

died this mornig at 10 o'clock, She was two years and most three months old. The

child fell in a kettle of water last. Thursday and got so badly burned that she died.

Tuesday 22, Taught all day. In the evening I married Mr. Cummings M, Short to

Miss Susan Nannie Hines.

March 1870

Friday 25, DNarried William G. Fry to Miss Eliza Banner this morning at 11 o'clock.

This afternoon at 3 o'clock I attended a public meeting at the church t see about

enclosing the graveyard. Taught the balance of the day.

Sunday 11. Attended Sabbath School in Mt. Airy and reached. Freached at Oak Grove

at 3 o'clock. Frayer meetineg in Mbt. Airy.

Saturday 30 (Arril) Attended the meeting of the Agricultural Society of this rlace

in the afternoon, Planted 2N seeds of Chinese yams.

May 1870. Thursday 5. In the evening I married John M, Smrger to Miss Matilda

Smith.

Sunday 9. Pre-ched at night for the oo lored people in Mt, Airy, Needmore °treet,

from I Sam, 12: 23-2l.

Saturday 1lli, The Satbath School in Mbt. Airy had a ver: nice pick-nick today in the

Academy, It was a complete success. Mr, W, A, Graham, one of our school boys made

us a very =ood speech, The Salem Sabbath School also had a pick-nick.

Sunday 15, At 11 o'clock preached the funeral sermon of the late Mrs. Gallaway to

a very larege eonerecation. (Sunday School in the morning and preachine at Oak

(Grove at 3. Frayer meeting at night at Mt,. Airy,)

June 1870 :

Friday 10. Wrote to Dr. N, F. Reid, enclosing ¢5.15 for delegates to Ueneral
Conference. Attended Miss Lizzie Gilmer's examination today and concert at night,
Friday 5. #ugust. Wrote to Gen R. E. Lee,

September., Saturday 5. Went out to the Flat Rock.,

Wednesday 1lli, Wrote zn obituary of Ann Sparger, @aughter of William and Sarah
Soarger,

Sentember 1870

Tuesday 20. Beautiful day. Started at 11 ofclock a. m. in company with C. W.
Lewis, B. Y, Graves, Miss Minnie Armstrong, Miss Sallie Fickett, and my family to
the tor of the Blue Ridee Mountains, via fancy Gav; and reached there between
sunset and dark. Stopped with James Mitchell, who lives in the top of the mountain
at an elevation of 375 dwwr above Norfolk,

Wednesday 21. We went out this morning on the hicghest point of Elk Spur to see the
sun rise, The scene was beautiful and grand, Then we went two miles east te lr,
Morris'! and visited near his house a cliff of rocks known as the Devil's Den,
resched Mt, Airyv a little after dark.

Sunday 25, Dr. lMiles Foy preached at 8 o'clock. (camp meeting at Center Camp
Bround in Yadkin Younty.)

October 1870, Thursday 5. Road four miles to G. W. Smith's to marry James N,
Slauchter to fdnie &, Smith.

Friday 7. Taught 2 while todry. In the afternoon a2 srelling @ ntest came off

between the boys of Mt. Airy Collesiate Institute and the girls of I . Female
academy and delivered a lecture on China.

Saturday 15. Eeard of the death of Uen, fobert #. Lee yesterday evening.

Sunday 16. rreached in Mt, Airy.at 11 o'clock; at Oak urove at 3% o'clock; and
at Needmore for the colored people at night from I Sam, 2:30. '

Wednesday 19. In the afternoon attended a meeting in memory of the late uen,
Robert E. Lee,

Sunday 30. Delivered a discourse at 1l o'clock in Mt. Arry from kxodus 11:3 on ‘

the Life and Character of Ueneral robert Edmund Lee who was born in westmoreland
County, Virginia January 20, 1807 and died in Lexington, Virginia, October 12,
1870. There was a large congregation in attendance. ‘

Rev. R, Daniel Haymore, a Baptist ministerly preached at night,

;



1870 Wood Diary

Friday 9, Buried Capt. James C, Norman in the afternocon. rfuneral largely attended.
He leaves a widowed mother, and four little children without father or nother,
December 1870.
Saturday 11, Spent most of the day with rev. Hugh- Gwyn.
Thursday 15. Taught til 12 o'clock. In the afternoon went to Eatrick Uounty, Va.
to marry William Gilmer to Miss Cora 4, Moore. The wedding rarty reached Mt. Airy
at 2 o'clock p, m, e closed school this evening.
Sunday 18, PFPreached at Salem at 11 o'clock a. m. and in Mt. Airy at night.
Wednesday 21, Attended a ycung ren's party in the evening.
Friday 23, Miss E, A, Gilmer and Carrie's school closed today; and they zave the
eirls a party at nicht at Mrs, Banner's,

(1871, Rev, Wood went to Olin, N. C,)
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ewis Wood's fam-
ily has learned a lot
bout him over these
past few weeks.

They've seen him accept
devastating news with hu-
mility and grace. Wood, 88,
is under hospice care now
after learning in Decem-
ber that he has pancreatic
cancer.

His wife of more than
six decades, his two sons

and daughter have sat withi -

him through good days and
bad, and marveled at his
strength,

They've heard stories, too,
some they had heard and
others they had not, particu-
larly after news of his health

' spread among the hundreds
of men — young and old —
whose lives he had touched
over 75 years spent with the
Boy Scouts of America in
Stokes County.

“Since word got out we've
heard from a steady stream
of well-wishers and visi-
tors,” said son Keith Wood.
“Not all of them were his
friends; he's outlived most
of them. It was the Scouts,

Scott exton,

ssexton@wsjournal.com

Y

and people who got to know
him through Scouting.
“He'saremarkableman.”

‘He loved it’

Seventy-five years is a
long time to do anything,
much less something by
which you're giving freely
of your time as a volunteer.

Lewis Wood joined the
Scouts in 1943, a young
man looking to belong to
something larger than him-
self. He found that in the
Boy Scouts, and liked it so
much he never really let it
get too far away.

“He loved it,” said Keith
Wood. “That’s the only way
I know how to describe it.”

LewisWood didn't make it
to Eagle Scout, but it wasn't
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for a lack of desire. Back in
those days, right after the
end of World War I, a lot of
young men got busy work-
ing and raising families.

Lewis Wood was no
different.

“He had to earn a living
for his family,” Keith Wood
said. “Back then, kids his
age had to raise tobacco.”

He made his living work-
ing for the R.J. Reynolds To-
bacco Co. and farmed some
on the side, plowing the
earth with a horse. Through
all that, Scouting never re-

ally left his blood.

When Keith and his
brother Nathan got old
enough, they joined the
Boy Scouts and Lewis

_stepped up to serve as a

Scoutmaster for Troop 412
of Piedmont Springs near
Danbury, avolunteer job he
held for more than 50 years.

“As long as I can re-

-member, it was always the

Boy Scouts every Monday
night,” said daughter An-
nette Wood. “He got real in-
volved with (Camp) Raven
Knob. He went to sum-
mer camp every year. Last
year was the first one he
missed.”

Lewis Wood also served
as Scoutmaster for Troop
440, which serves Scouts
with special needs in Stokes
County. :

For that, he's received
many honors and acco-
lades from scouting. The
names — Order of the Ar-
row’s Vigil Honor, the Hang-
ing Rock District Award of
Merit and the Silver Beaver
Award — won't mean much
to folks net involved with

Scouting, but they are abig
deal to those who aim to
help young men.

“He’s a fantastic father,”
Annette Wood said. “Any-
thing to do with Scouts, he’s
dedicated to it 100 percent.”

T5years

.Of all those awards, per-
haps the one that means to
most to Lewis Wood was
one presented to him ear-
lier this month at his home
— aservice pin recognizing
those 75 years.

Jay Wood, the Hanging
Rock district commissioner,
Wood'’s family and a hand-
ful of others from the Scout-
ing community came along
to honor his commitment.

“Lewis’ service has truly
made the world a better
place,” said Jay Wood, who
is notrelated. “He has done
his ‘good turn daily."”

Annette Wood said her
dad enjoyed the little cer-
emony and had looked for-
ward to it. “He'd told his
doctor about it, that if he
lived to January it would

A remarkable man’ and his lifetime of service

be 75 years in Scouting. ...
We're so grateful they were
able fo present him that
pin-”

Equally as meaningful
these past few weeks are
the stories that came with
the reminiscing,

“One guy came by to
thank him for all he had
done for him,” Keith Wood
said, “He said ‘Somehow
you were the only one whe
ever saw any good in me.
You didn't give up on me.”

Hearing those things and
seeing how their father has
carried himself since learn-
ing about his cancer has
cushioned the blow for
Wood’s adult children and
Maxine, his wife.

“He's told us that he's
lived a wonderful life and
for us not to be sad and to
let nature take its course,”
said Annette Wood.

In other words, Lewis
Wood is prepared for what
may come. Just like a good
Scout should be.
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