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Abraham Wood of Rowan and Surry County, North Carolina 
by Nancy Pfannenstiel 

Abraham Wood was an early settler of what is now Surry County, North Carolina. 
Like many of our early ancestors, little is known about him or his family. In addition, 
research is complicated by another individual of the same name who moved to Rowan 
County, North Carolina about 1775, served in the Revolutionary War, and then returned to 
Maryland. In searching transcribed records of the period, these facts about Abraham Wood 
have been gathered: 

• Abraham Wood first appeared in the area that was then Rowan County, North 
Carolina on a tax list in 1768. 1 

• He is listed as a witness to the will of Ann Thomas, which was prepared 
December 19, 1769 in Rowan County, North Carolina.2 

• Abraham Wood was taxed for 1772 in Surry County.3 
• The 177 4 tax list for Surry County is the first hint of the name of an additional 

family member of Abraham Wood, as the entry states: "Abraham Wood, and son 
Abraham Wood, Jr.: 2 polls.',4 

• On August 12, 1778, William Head entered 640 acres of land in Surry County, 
described as "being on the south side of Dill's Creek" ( which is in present day 
Yadkin County, North Carolina), ''joining Benjamin Pettets' deeded land, ... and 
up the N side of the said creek including Zachariah Martin and Abraham Wood's 
improvement. "5 

• On the 1782 tax list of Surry County, North Carolina, Abraham Wood was shown 
with four horses, nine head of cattle, and no land. 6 7 

• In 1784, Abraham and Cartin Wood return the inventory of the estate of 
Hezekiah Wright of Surry County.8 The identity of Cartin Wood is unknown to 
the author. 

• In 1785, William Hughlett brought a lawsuit against Abraham Wood, Jr. in Surry 
County.9 

1 Jo White Linn, Rowan County. North Carolina Tax Lists, 1757-1800. Annotated Transcriptions. 
~blishing information not available] p. 104 

Jo White Linn, Abstracts of Wills and Estates Records of Rowan County, North Carolina 1753-1805, and 
Tax Lists of 1759 and 1778. Published privately by Mrs. Linn: Box 1948, Salisbury, North Carolina, 1980 
f' 12 

North Carolina Taxpayers, 1701-1786, compiled by Clarence E. Ratcliff. Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 1984. 
4 

Luther N. Byrd: Tax Lists: Surry County, North Carolina for the Year 1774 with a partial listing for 1775. 
Privately published by the author: Westfield, North Carolina, ca 1995. 
5 Agnes M. Wells, Virginia G. Phillips, and Carol J. Leonard. Joseph Winston: His Entry Book. Surry 
County, North Carolina Land Entries 1778-1781. Published privately by the authors, 1987. 
6 Mrs. Robert J. Taylor, 1782 Tax List of Surry County, North Carolina. Published privately by the author: 
Box 687, Cimarron, Kansas 67835, p. 21. 
7 

1782 Tax List of Surry County, North Carolina. Published in "The Journal of Surry County Genealogical 
Association", July 1982, p.11. 
8 Jo White Linn, Surry County, North Carolina Wills, 1771-1827: Annotated Genealogical Abstracts. 
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, p.54. 
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• Abraham Wood witnessed the will of his neighbor, Benjamin Pettit, which was 
prepared August 2, 1785 in Surry County. 10 

• Later in the month, Abraham, Sr. was exempted from paying any further poll 
taxes. 11 He had been taxed in 1785 for 350 acres and one white poll.12 Obediah 
Wood first appears on the Surry County tax list in 1786.13 

• On September 8, 1786, Abraham Wood, Sr., purchased 320 acres on Bean Shoal 
Creek in what is now Yakin County, North Carolina from Gideon Brown and his 
wife, Drewsilla. Witnesses to the transaction were John Williams, John Kerr, 
and Jesse Scott. 14 

There are several more entries in the Surry County Court Minute Books, but it is 
unclear if the entries refer to Abraham Wood, Jr., or Abraham Wood, Sr. 

• Abraham Wood served on a jury in Surry County on February 17, 1786.15 

• On May 11, 1786, Abraham Wood and wife brought a lawsuit in Surry County 
against Edwards Young. 16 

• On August 12, 1788, Abraham Wood gave his power of attorney to Airs 
Hudspeth of Surry County. Is this Abraham, Sr., trying to settle his affairs? Or 
is this Abraham, Jr., preparing to leave Surry County, and appointing Airs 
Hudspeth to finish his business affairs? 17 

• In the same court session, Thomas Eastop sued Abraham Wood. Thomas Pettit 
appeared as a witness in Abraham Wood's behalf. 18 

Abraham Wood Sr., died about November 1788 in Surry County. He died intestate, 
and his son-in-law, Jesse Scott, was appointed administrator of the estate. Obediah Wood 
and James Scott were named securities for Jesse Scott.19 Abraham Wood's wife must have 
preceded him in death, since there seems to be no mention of a dower or year's allowance 
for her. A sale to disperse the estate of Abraham Wood was held about November 1789. 
Among the items sold were household goods, agricultural implements, tools, cattle, sheefo, 
and horses. In addition, the family Bible was sold to an unnamed party for 20 shillings. 0 

Only two children have been linked conclusively to Abraham Wood, Sr.: Abraham 
Wood, Jr., and Fannie Wood Scott. Abraham Wood, Jr., was listed in the 1772 Surry County 

9 Mrs. W.O. Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Court Minutes: Volumes I & II. 1768-1789. Easley, 
South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc. 1985, p. 62 
10 Linn, Surry County, North Carolina Wills, p. 64 
11Mrs. Absher, Court Minutes: Volumes I & II, 1768-1789. p. 72. 
12 Linn, Surry County, North Carolina Wills. p. 84. 
13 Ibid. p. 84. 
14 Mrs. W.O. Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts, - Book D: 1779-1790. Published 
f rivately by the author, North Wilkesboro, North Carolina, p. 25 
5 Mrs. Absher, Court Minutes I & II p. 87. 

16 Ibid. p. 92. 
17 Mrs. Absher, Court Minutes I & II p. 142. 
18 Ibid. p. 143 
19 Ibid. p. 150 
20 See the estate papers of Abraham Wood, ca 1789, Surry County, North Carolina. 
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tax list, and in various entries in the early Surry County Minutes. Fannie Wood Scott's 
relationship to Abraham Wood is proven by the entry in the Surry County Court Minutes 
giving administration of Abraham Wood's estate to his son-in-law, Jesse Scott. Although 
a deed record for the transfer of the land purchased by Abraham Wood in 1786 has not been 
found, Jesse Scott apparently had possession of at least part of the land after Abraham's 
death. Jesse Scott sold a portion of it to Absolom Kerr, "160 acres, part of a tract conveyed 
to Abraham Wood by Gideon Brown 8 September 1786 adjoining the Old Iron Works 
Road." Witnesses were Reuben Kerr, Samuel Martin, and Alexander Kerr.21 Absolom and 
Reuben Kerr were the sons of Alexander Kerr of Surry County. Alexander Kerr's brother, 
John Kerr, was a witness with Jesse Scott when Abraham Wood initially purchased the tract 
of land in 1798. In addition, Jesse and Fannie Wood Scott's daughter, Sarah "Sally" Scott, 
married John Kerr, the son of Alexander Kerr on December 23, 1803 in Surry County. 22 

Fannie Wood Scott was born about 1755, and died between 1830 and 1832 in 
Overton County, Tennessee.23 Jesse and Fannie Wood Scott were married prior to 178224

. 

Evidence of Fannie Wood Scott's first name can be found on the roster of the Pleasant Run 
Baptist Church of Monroe County, Kentucky.25 Further proof can be found in the Monroe 
County, Kentucky, death register entry for their daughter, Frankey Scott Barry.26 

The relationship between Jesse Scott, Abraham Wood, Sr., and Obediah Wood in not 
definitely established. Obediah Wood married Frances Charles of Surry County on 
September 7, 1785. Jesse Scott was bondman for the marriage.27 Obediah was a bondman 
for Jesse Scott in conjunction with the settlement of the estate of Abraham Wood, Sr. About 
1790, Obediah Wood left Surry County for Greenville County, South Carolina, where he 
lived near members of the Charles family until about 1824. At that time, he resettled in 
Jefferson County, Alabama, near Birmingham. The area where Obediah and his descendants 
lived was called "Woodlawn". He became the progenitor of a large family there.28 

21 Carol Leonard Snow, Surry County Deed Abstracts, volumes G & H 1795-1800, p. 59-60. Deed Book 
H, p. 36. 6 February 1798. 
22 Compiled by Brent H. Holcomb, Marriages of Surry County, North Carolina: 1779-1868. Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1982, p. 117. 
23 Fannie's age has been derived from various census listings: Surry County, North Carolina, 1800; and 
Overton County, Tennessee, 1820. In the 1830 Overton County, Tennessee census, Fanny is probably the 
70-79 year old woman living in the home of John and Elizabeth Scott Sims. In 1832, the four daughters of 
Jesse and Fanny Scott, who had remained in the Overton County area, deeded their portion of the land that 
Jesse Scott had purchased in Overton County in 1810 to John Sims. See Edythe Rucker Whitley's Overton 
County, Tennessee Genealogical Records, p. 41 and 44. 
24 Their oldest daughter, Nancy, who was married to John Coe of Surry County, North Carolina and 
Monroe and Cumberland Counties, Kentucky, was born about 1782. Although she is the oldest child to 
survive to adulthood, it is possible there were other children older than she who did not. 
25 Transcribed by Eva Coe Peden, Minutes of the Pleasant Run Church: McFarland's Creek. Monroe 
County, Kentucky, 1827-1844. Glasgow Kentucky: Gorin Genealogical Publishing. 
26 Monroe County, Kentucky Vital Statistics, Volume 2. Glasgow, Kentucky: Gorin Genealogical 
Publishing. Deaths, p. 3. 
27 Compiled by Brent H. Holcomb, Marriages of Surry County, North Carolina: 1779-1868. Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1982, p. 223. 
28 "History of the Wood Family of Woodlawn" in Pioneer Trails, a publication of the Birmingham, 
[Alabama] Genealogical Society. Volume 31, #1; January 1989; #2, April 1989; #3, July 1989; Volume 
32, #2, April 1990. 
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According to this tombstone, Obediah was born in 1753 and died in May of 1849,29 Ifhe was 
not a son of Abraham Wood's, he is certainly related closely to Abraham in some way. 

It is interesting to note that Jesse and Fannie Scott named their oldest son 
"Obadiah". Obediah Scott's son, Philip, named one of his sons "Obadiah". In addition, 
Jesse and Fannie Scott's daughter, Mary "Polly" Scott Harris named one of her sons 
"Obadiah"; as did one of her daughters, Martha Harris Snodgrass. Another great grandson 
of Fannie and Jesse Scott carried on the name Obediah as well. Archebald Obediah Scott, 
the son of Jesse F. and Sarah Poindexter Scott 30 was born January 1854 in Dade County, 
Missouri. 

The name ''Edmund" was used frequently in Obediah Wood's family in Alabama. 
There was an Edmond Wood in Surry County who would have been a contemporary of 
Obediah Wood, and Jesse and Fannie Wood Scott. Edmond Wood was married to Rebecca, 
a daughter of Welcome Hodges, by 1774.31 He sold his land about 1795 and left Surry 
County, perhaps going to Tennessee.32 This Edmond Wood is probably related in some way 
to Abraham, Abraham Jr., Fannie Wood Scott and Obediah Wood. 

It is unknown where Abraham Wood, Jr. moved after leaving Surry County, North 
Carolina in the mid-1780's. There are numerous entries in the compiled records of many 
states pertaining to an Abraham or Abram Wood who would be about the right age to be a 
son of Abraham Wood, Sr., of Surry County, North Carolina. There has been some 
confusion between the descendants of Obediah Wood of Wake County, North Carolina, who 
also use the name "Abraham" and "Abram" among their descendants. Some of this Obediah 
Wood's descendants, who eventually settled in Arkansas, have mistakenly claimed Frances 
Charles as his wife. 

It is unknown at this time where Abraham Wood, Sr., lived prior to being truced in 
1768 in Rowan County, North Carolina. One theory is that he is the Abraham Wood 
mentioned as a son in the 1740 Hyde County, North Carolina will of Thomas Wood.33 It is 
possible that Abraham Wood is from Maryland, like many of the other early settlers of the 
early Rowan County area. 

29 "Wood Family Cemetery" in Pioneer Trails, publication of the Birmingham (Alabama] Genealogical 
Society. Volume 18, Number 1, January 1976, p. 7-11. 
30 Sarah Poindexter Scott was born about 1830 and died before Jesse F. Scott's 1865 marriage to Sarah 
Jones. Sarah Poindexter Scott was the daughter of William Archebald Poindexter, who was born about 
1807 in Surry County, North Carolina, and died about 1878 in Dade County, Missouri. William Archebald 
Poindexter was the son of Archebald Pledge Poindexter and Rebecca Flynn. Archebald P. Poindexter was 
the son of Thomas Poindexter and Elizabeth Pledge. Jesse Scott witnessed a land transaction for Thomas 
Poindexter in 1785 in Surry County, North Carolina. See Absher's Surry County, North Carolina Deeds, 
and A, B, C, p. 101. 
31 Mrs. W.O. Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts: Deed Books A, B, and C, (1770-1788) 
Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, Inc. 1981, p. 8. 
32 Mrs. W.O. Absher, Surry County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts Book F (1793-1797) Published by 
the author: 702 Sixth St., North Wilkesboro, North Carolina 28659, 1976, p. 24, and 44. 
33 J. Bryan Grimes, Abstracts of North Carolina Wills. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1997, p. 
421. 
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Another Abraham Wood, born 1753 in Frederick County, Maryland, settled briefly 
in Rowan County about 1775, and served in the Revolutionary War. This Abraham Wood 
is probably the son of Joseph and Catharine Wood. After the war, this Abraham Wood 
returned to Maryland briefly, before moving on to Woodford County, Kentucky, and then 
to Edgar County, Illinois, where he was pensioned. He died in Edgar County in 1833.34 

Could there be a family connection between these two men with the same name? 

It's also possible that Abraham Wood was from Virginia. Fannie Wood, his 
daughter married before 1782 into the Scott family. Some of the Scotts in Surry County, 
North Carolina, as well as the Poindexters, and Kerrs, can be traced to the James River area 
of Virginia before the Revolutionary War. 

It's also possible that Abraham Wood was an immigrant, settling in Rowan County, 
North Carolina shortly after arriving on the shores of "the colonies." 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 111111111111111 

THE MOUNT AIRY NEWS - December 9, 1926 

North Carolina Citiun Pioneer of West 

A paper published in California gives an interesting account of the life of 
Azariah Lundy, who went from this section of North Carolina to the west at 
the age of 17 years and became a pioneer in the Santa Clara Valley. At his 
recent death he was one of the oldest and most esteemed citizens of that 
section. 

He was the last survivor of 12 children of Mrs. Bettie Galyean. He was 
in his youth employed by the government as express driver carrying mail 2 
years between Albuquerque and Fort Leavenworth, New Mexico, and had 
many hair breadth escapes with the Indians. 

Two brothers David and Dan joined him in California in 1863 where he 
engaged in fruit growing and cattle raising. 

Four children survive him. 

I I I I I II I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 11 11 I I I II I I I I I I 

34 Revolutionary War Pension File of Abraham Wood. #S.32,611 
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Leander and Martha Jane Wood 
By Carolyn Onley Coons 

Email: hultec@sbcglobal.net 

My great-grandfather Leander A. Wood started life September 25, t865 in Surry County, North Carolina. Leander 
is the son of Peter and PanthaMerritt Coe Wood; he traveled west as a young man. In 1880, Leander and bis mother 
Pantha, brothers and sisters lived in Miami County, Ohio. Leander, then age 15, and bis brother August worked as 
farmers. Sometime around the late J 880s Leander and several other fami I ies from Miami County moved to Sedalia, 
Missouri to work the farms there. Leander met Martha Jane Pease born May 21, 1878, in Darke County, Ohio, 
daughter of John B. Pease and Sarah E lizabeth Rex Pease Reichard. They were married December 24, l892 in 
Sedalia, Missouri. Born to them while living in Sedalia were Elsie Elizabeth 1895- 1978, Floyd Westley 1896, and 
my grandmother Anna Christina 1899-1933. Thank goodness for the Pease family bible, because alJ SedaJia's 
records were burned and there are no marriage or birth records to be found. 

In 1900 Leander, Martha and children left Sedalia, Missouri and moved to Vermilion County, Illinois (where 1 still 
reside). In 1901 Leander and Martha have a another son George 1901-1963 and later in 1922, they also have 
another daughter, Betty Lou 1922- abt 1980. Leander dies in Vermilion County, Illinois July 31, 1936 and Martha 
dies in Mt. Carmel, IIJinois at her daughter Elsie's on March 9, 1943. I never knew my grandmother Anna Christina. 
She died in 1933, but her husband my grandfather Fred Onley lived into his 90s and we were very close. 

Fred Onley was a wonderful grandfather. He did teU me stories oftbe Wood's family. One of which amazes me. 
When Leander and his family left Sedalia, Missouri, they left in the month of January and walked to Vermilion 
County, Illinois. Can you imagine walking in the cold and snow 600 miles with two small children and a baby. I 
don't know ifI could do that, but I guess you did what you had too. Probably no money and was the onJy way to 
leave. I am surprised they all survived the winter. 

ram trying to now find out about Peter Wood. I know his parents were Thomas and Elizabeth Butcher Wood. l 
know that Peter was in the Confederate Army during the Civil War, but I cannot find when or where he died. I 
know in 1870 they lived in Boone, North Carolina. I hope my information about Leander A. Wood will help others 
with their research. If anyone has questions, I would be glad to try and answer them. 
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DIARY of MARQUIS LAFAYETTE WOOD (J·1st as he wrote it.) 
Manuscript Department of Duke University 

1858 January 
• Monday 4. Left fer Mt . Airy, reached Winston, and spent the night With my friend 

and classmate, Col . J . W. Alspaugh •••• 
Wednesday 6. Tr veled 22 miles . Stayed with Brother .r'ace, who lives near the 
Pilot Mountain. 

Thursday 7. Reached 1'tt. Airy. Storypedwith Brother Prather. J.l'ound him and family to 
be quite pleasant. Formed the C1cquaintance of Rev. ~1illiam c . .ct.eid. 

~·riday 8. Called on Bro. Reid. Visited Bro • ..1!,lisha Banner and Rev. W. Rawley. 
Saturday 9. Read and studied some. In the afternoon called on Bro • .ttawley. Found 
Bro. B. T. ~'helton and lady at his house . 
Tuesday 12. Went to s~nd the·night with Bro.1. ~berts, a local preacher, living 
in the country. 

Saturday 16. Left Mt. Airy for Bro • .Pace11 s. I passed a camp of the company of 
gyPsies Rich passed through :tilt. Airy last lfhursday. As soon as they said good 
morning, boss, I was bartered fer a horse trade. But I left them without any 
tradin~, or effecting any good. 
Sunday 17 • . •.. .!:-reached at Ebenezer from St.John 17: 20-21. rtead the "General rtules11 

to the society, and gave them a talk . 
Wednesday 20, Ro,tde a few miles. lt'ound a rough and r.:oor country. Took dinner with 
Bro. ~iley Patterson's family. 8pent the night with Bro. Dan Haymore . 
Thursrl.ay, 21. •.. ·.:.Preached at lvit. Hermon. ...ead tre tleneral rtules 11 of our church 

to the yeople .. . . Spent the nightwith Bro. A: Lewis •• '?.Found the country around 
Mt. Hermon quite broken- somewhat mounta nous--but now very rocky. Land not rich. 
!<'rid ·y 22. Preached at a schoolhouse, through a regular appointment called Indian 
Gr,.,ves. 

(He read the "General Hules'' to all churches. ) 
~ Sunday, 31. PrePched at OA~ Grove to quite a large and attentive cohgregation •.• 
~ Went home with Bro. Saunders, a Protestant Methodist pre~cher. 

lP.58 Febru.,ry 
'1ueaday 2. Cibouds skirting around. .:>now on the Blue Hidge--the mountain. "'rune to 
~t. Airy this morning . 0topped with Bro.~. Banner. 
Sunday 7. At 11 o ' clock I preached at LE.bPnon from St. John ll, 20- 21. Not many 
pers0ns out in conseauence of the snow. Yreached at candle-lighting, in &t. Airy, 

from Heb. 4:9. Several persons out. 
Met up with old Bro. Ricks who I saw at a carnp-meeting on the .blue rlidge 

Mission in 1856. Bro. tlicks is a local preacher on the burry ~ircuit. He told me 
that he was converted under tte preaching of lvaddle Johns:> n, the first .Methodist 
preacher that came through this country. He said thathe had often heard of the 
Methodist prer chers, and had Blways heard them represented as false prhphets. But 
when they came in reach he was determined to go and hear them and aacordingly when 

Rev. Mr.Johnson preached in some five or ax milesof him, he was present, and under 
c0nviction before going to hear him, and.had the horrors of hell so dppictcd end the 
beauties of heaven so portrayed, thathe could hold out no longer, ~nd fell as a dead 
man, thinking that he was going to die . A fter passing ~ few days between hope and 
fear, while lying upcn his bed of rest, meditating upon his condition and the mercy 

:"-of God the Lord caused gladness to fill his soul and joy to spring up in his h7art. 
Feeling it his duty to ~ffer life atern~l through Jesus to others, Bro. Hicks 

sought license to pre~ch. All the time the devil t empting him on various points--
brinq:in~ his want of an educ..,tion to his mind •• . (Bro. Hicks was licensed to pre::ich . ~ 

Thursday 11. Quite cold. .t:Sut seven persons met me at ~alem, .. ,y a!Jpointment. • • • 
Peo"'le ~ot very cold. F'ound here a new church though not completed, but it is, 
will be ouitc respectable. 
Sund~y 14. Li1 not leave Bro. Patterson's in consoquence of bad health and the 

snow . . .• 
Wednesdi:i.y 17 . . • Mr. C. M. Vanorsdcll presented me with my ronbrotype, which was a 

good picture. 



Wood diary 1858 2 
Friday 19. . .. Went to, and spent the night with, ~Jilli am W. Banner, an old school 

mate . 
March 185?. •. •• Tol d the people at Hollow Springs • ... At Flat Shoals I preached .. • • 

I exhorted a small congregation at New Hope .. . Spent part of the day with Bro. 
Needham who l abors on the ~·is her' s tli ver l."dssion. 
Sunday 7 . . • • Snow 13.bout three inches deep. Bro . Reid r.:reached at 11 6 ' clock •.. 
I nreAched a t night • . . Bro. Reid gave us a very heart searching exhortation. Hnd 
also gave the citizens ~ talk ab0ut building a church. 
?1,ndr1y 8. ~owed all last night and snowing this mornirJ?; • ·hen it ceased-it was 
ab0ut eight inches deep. 

we SIB nt the day principally talking ab0ut building a church in Mt. Airy. 
iinally a while before night we ~uccet:ded in making a st·:rt in raising th~ money. 
Got ~1510 and the lot subscribed thfough n part of it was conditionally. I tnink 
the snow was providentially sent to detain Bro . ~eid 1n Mt. Airy to instrument3lly 
in putting thcball fully in motion. 

Bro . Reid and I took tC;a with 1•.ir. ito bert liilmer . 
Tuesdqy 9. continued the effort to raise money to bu ld a church with tolerable 

success. 
Wednesday 10. rlnised tl:e subscription for a churbh to i815.oo. Bro. Reid left 
this morning . ("Bro . Reid" was Numa F. rleid, presiding elder.) 
'£hursdAy 11. Preached at Salem from .. • to about 20 or 25 persons. Went home with 
Bro. 8ndrew J. Satterfield, a nice man and has a ni ce frunily. 
Frid-"ly 12. Prellched at 1\lhi t e 1 lains . 
1858 M~rch 
Sc1turday 13. Went to .H.ockford. This w~s once the county town of uurry, but is now 
near the county line . .1.tockford is on the Yadkin ltiver, and is on a hillside . It 
lo0ks somewhat dl lapit~ted . There is free church here . The Baptists have the 
ascendency. The ol d vourt House, now called a Seminary, is the neatest building 
in the Plnce . I stopped with Bro . Nicholson .... his is a pleasant family . 
I ~re~ched at candle -~ighting, from •. . A tolerable congregation. 
Sund~y 14. After riding 1i miles I reached Siloam, and preached to a r espectable 
and -'3.ttentfitive C<'ngr egation. Held class mec.ting and rend the 'Gemer"l Rules 11 • 

Went home with Bro . Jurney, a local deacon. 
Tuesday, 16. Sppnt the day reading. Visited Widow rteeves and family in the 
evening and took tea with them ••• ~~ent and sp(:..nt the night with Bro. whi t:Jker . .. . 

~e:nt the night with Bro . Nutt. 
Left Bro. Nutt' · i.n the .uternoon, went down the Ararat, through 1ields 

•.•• . (He t ells of c1.,i:·:.:.ing off brmiches off a fallen tree to get there , etc • • ) 
The main dwelling is v··3ry comfortable •...... • I shall not visit Bro. i'ulk again 
til he cuts o. road t ,, his house. 
ipril 1958 
Thursday, April 1. . . done a littl0 townrds a church in tit. Airy. 'l'h~ tause moves on 
but slowly. 
Friday 2 Done alittlc more towards raising funds for the church here . Visited 
Hen. GrAves ' f Pmily. (Baptised wife who was very ill. She died.) 
Saturday 3 . . ~rc,,ched at O ... k Urove. 
Sunday 4. At 11 o'clock pre?chcd in Mt. Airy •••. the fun~ral of ~llen Victoria 
Allred, deceased, little daughter of Murphy Allred . Bro. Jesse "'~oberts i.:reached 

OP the occasion r1 very ~ppr o:,riate short se.rmnn. 3 o'clock Bro. Reid preached. 
At C!:lndle-lii;hting I preached for the colored people from Eph. 2 :8. 

Nonday 5. Attended the burial of a little b y, son of .l!.dward Blll1l1er . . Went out and 
spent the nii?;lt. with Mr . R • R. • Galloway. persons. 
Tuesday 6. ~ ent the n:ig ht with Souire hoore•s family. 1-reached at Lebanon to 9 
tedne sd.,y ... ~font t o, and spent the night with Bro. Norlin Sparger. 
Frid11y 9. . • Pre~ched at ,-.lliri. te Plains to six l}:>~sons. Creeks were up some in 
c0nsenuence of the rain that fell l ast night. The water ran up in 1ry buggy, ani 
crossing Stewart ' s Creek it sloshed a little 0n th~ s cat. 
Saturday 1n ..• Preached at 1tockfordf at candle-lighting to ~n attentive ~udience . 
Sunday 11. Preached at Siloam. ....ormed a o bbath School. ~uite a l ~rge and 
attentive congr egation . 



Wood l.Ji.ary 1858 3 
1858 April 
~unday 18. Prenched at Eb~nezer. . • 
Thursday 22. Preached at Mt. Hermon. Formed a Sabbath ~chool. ~vas happy to meet 
up with Bro. Pepper, preacher on the Pa~rick Circuit. Transcribed the class books 
fer Ht. Hermon and Indian u-r ,v:3s. 
Satufday 2w. Preached at Hollow bprings to five women 0nd two children. 
SundAy 25. flat Sho.tl.s. Organized a .:>abbath School. 
Tuesd~y 27. Prc '•ched at New Hope. i'ormed ';l 8abbath .:>chool. .•• Preached at candle 
lighting at Bro. Alex U~llaspie 's • .• 
Wednesd;iy 28 •.• Spent the night with Brc. ...~. Barke:b. 
Thursday 29. • . ,r·or the first time I saw tf"day the 11 Siomese Twins". I had only 
a sli~ht view of them, as they were attending to business ~t the time and so was I. 
fhey are nnt as l'U'ge as I expected to see them. 

4 - I 

i:>aturd:.iy, :t-b.y 1. Preached at O;uc Grove to a sm.'.lll congregation .• Went to ~ro. 
:t-'iitchell Is for di. ner, bu-t., as his wife was about to ,_resent him with a son, or daugh­
ter I did not st"Y n.11 night . 0 efore I got far 1 met the doctor going to superintend 
the r.resentatirn, but he was too late I lenrned s:mce. 
Sund1y 2. Preached at Lebanon from .•. Held class meeting and read the "General ·'ules11 

to the society. 
Wednesday 5. Went out to Bro: Gwyn ' s nnd spent the night. 
Friday 7. Went to Hockford i~! tre forenoon, stoppod with Bro . Nicholson, c ,•lled on 
Bro:. J'lmes W. l.J:1v:is, whose wife is sick. Bro • .t. . £<loore er-me to see, and,t spend the 
ni~~t with me. (June 1858) 
Se.turday 5 ... I h al'.'d l'lr. 1,;aldwell (Presbyterirn) preach in the Male Academy. 
Sund.<\y 6. 8 o 'clock.//,'~~ A . M. 'l'hc Presbyterian ministers, 0c1ldwell, omyth, l"lonti.­
g0mery, held~ prAycr meeting which I attended. llo'clock . tJ.r . C~ldwell pre~ched 
for me at Leb,non. 3 o 'clock Nr . !'Jontg0mery preached at Nt. Ai:i:y •• . • • They have 
July 1858 est~blished a small church in the place. 
Thursd::iy 22. Preached at Mt. .nermon. Held class meeting. I mot a very large 

rattle snake under Bro. Lewis ' crib. Bro Pepper and lAdy Ccl.IllL ~nd spent the night 
with me. 

Saturday Jl. Preached 01k Urove ••. Large congregation. After preaching went to 
1tr~rat River and baptised three persons--onc b., immersion. These are the first 
::>dult persons I ever baptised., l:!nd of course the first immc:rsing I ever done . 
Sunday, August 1. Preached at Salem, at 11 o 'cloc¥ the funeral of Bro. ~vens ' 
crild. 
fue:ust 1858 

1 hursday 19. ~id not have meeting in the day as but few p~rsons usually come out. 
Sc I concluded to spent the day in ascending the noted ..cilot .r-iountai.n with rrry 
friends Dods0n ;:ind varr. I suppose about 9 o 'clock W8, with Charlie and little 
bammi.e, st..,rted for the J.-innacle 1s height. The weather being quite wi::rm, and 
Mill!ll'd Fillmore, the noble horse that carried Bro. vharlie lace and I as far as 
we c,...uld well ¢.ifi drive,having been in the :E-asture for some ti.me we h:1d to travel 
very slow. About on& o'clock after climbing over rocks, and ascancling steps and l~d 
l ,"dders which hwe be n plnced along tha rugged ascent of thE:. gronite t'innacle we 
stood abf)ut eighteen hundred feet abcwe the l ,,vel of th.:: waters of the beautiful LY 

..L. curv:in~ .<:tdkin . There high up in the atmosphere upon one of thta granite r ocks, 
worn smooth by the trea.d of the hundreds of visitors to its inviting summit to scan 
at« ~l nee a vnst extent of N~ture's grand ans soul stirring works--~fter resting 
a while our weary bodies ~nd cpsting around the.eye upon the broad, beautiful and 
magnificent lqrldsc::ipes towering mnunt ··ins Md the m:;ijestic Blue rtidge, we helped 
curselves to lunch, which bistcr 1rcc so kindly provided us and drawed from ro1d 
auaffed freely of the sm?.11 runlet which we had filled with mineral water from 
~.ir. Gilllilm ' s snrin~, near his hous~. ,vhile we wer0 s~tisfying the demAflds of 
nature we gazed intensely upon the Sauratown Mountains which lifted th€mselves east 
of us--the verdant lPndscipe,dotted with farms and dwell:ings , m-:1.rked with orads. 'l.'o 

the right of Saur&wn l'!ountains as the distDncc increas0s tre picturesque l:mdscape 
seems to heighten til it me~ts and mingles with the blue h0~vens, forbid~ing the 
vision of ~,n reachin~ further, and ?.t thP. s~m~ time causing the beholder to 
fell how finite--how small--how circumscribed the sight even when upon the t ,'ll..lest 
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pe.'lks of earth. 

When our Lunch was disp:1tchc.d we cornmE:;nced rmnbling over and :tround the dizzy 
hci~hts of the .Pinn'lclc. JiS the eye is lifted tow"rd the south-south west the spark­
ling w~ters of the Yadkin at different pl,ccs meet the view. tieyond its rolling 
ripples the snuthwost, tho Brushy l"lount.:uns who blue; tinged tops shut out all b, ynnd 

peer up tn add t the grand0ur of sc~ne . 
As th6 w~st and northwt.st lies th~ sublim~ Blue Ridge defying the gaze . 1Jhile 

upnn its sido and top may be scc.n sp'lrks cf th( woodsm"n's ax and the farmers ' 
utensils, as if m.<in was determined tn make every spot (')f tht) world, however rough, 
yi<'ld u-, his suppcrt. Up"n the wholu, what ,'l scene! How mD.gnificent' . rlho cm 
st:m'i upon the summit 0f th1.. lofty mountain :md vitw the grnndeur c-f surrounding 
scenery, ~nd nrt be impressed iri.th the. wisdc-m "nd p0wcr of N"ture's uod? 

11c then descended to b~sc nf the .l:'inn.1clc, and 11,lkcd ar und it to view its 
towering gr,nite height . It lifts itsolf' as if som0 grent intern~l conunoti on shot 
it 'lb'rve th(. surroundin~ md othE:.r part of the mount"in . 'rhnt time hd worn its 
surr0un1in1s down while it st:mds defying the P<elti.ng storm ;:ind rag.J.n wind. One 
nf these th-.30ric:s is v0ry prob.<iblc . 

Late in trc " tcrn0"n we returnl.)d to Br0. r"!cc 's Md h '1Stened to ~bl-ne7 cr to 
w,.,rshir God 1-1hos0 •!<'rks wc h "Gt been bt.holding c'\nd 1dmi.ring. 

September 1858 
I<rid,y J . Attended t0 s<'mv little matters conct.;rning thL church (hount Airy) . 1-1.t 
L o'clock I with t·d.ss vhnttie r'rath .... r, 'l'hcmas 1~. .t ratht;r, and Hi ss rt<;bccca JJanntlr 
st ,rted to a c 'l1TIP mectin~ in \vytbe "'o . , Vo.. \V<.. re:-chcd th... top bf tht. Blue. 10.dge, 
ur the F.mcy Gao, about an hl"'lur 'l.fter d ·,rk . ,J~ traveled up th ... mountain which is 
five miles from the base to th<.. to1J w1 th no light but that 0f the st -,rs . The.. road 
winds around hollows .:-nd rnvincs cl.ong high prc:cipict.s ;md toue;ring crcgs . On one 
hAnd threatening rncks hanz nbove th~ head, on the oth~r th~ rippling rivul ... t is 
hc:u-n f0r " number cf fe:et bclNr. vie S"Jent the night with Mr . 1ritc t.11 who lives 
~n the tnp 0f the m0unt,'.'in . He is quite 9 clever m:>n , tnkcs pleasure mnking 
sojourns pl( ,sant. 
S.,turd-iy 4. .l!;ar ly this morning we left 11r. Hi tchcll Is, and pursued our journt.y. 
!kin~ under the impr~ssion th~t Cripple Crc ... k C~mp Grund w~s in six or seven 
miles rf ~lythcvillc , "Ild kn0wing th~t we cculd not ronch this pl~ce tod:>y, we con­
clu1c1 tr~" by W?Y cf Wythtvillc ~nd spendt th0 night there . we stopped at Cart. 
Rcc1Pf'r 1s and h"<l rur horses ft.d. ,Jt- h .... d-: sn,cY, which Mrs. Mitchell g~vc us. Ab<'ut 
dayliq;ht dnwn we: re.,chcd ,Jythcvillc, md to "ur astrnishmcnt "Uld mortification 
lenrned th~t we were ei~htcnn or t1-rc:nty milE::.s from tho place of ()ur dc.stination. ,fo 
.§.torped at the. 1,iytheville H('\usc I-opt by Mr . Cr/"lcket . This is 11 1 lcasant hott-1. 

very attention is ~id t~ ~csts, t() rnd<e them comfortable. 
Sun~'.l.Y 5. t'lc h'lsted C?..rly this morning frr the c3l11p me1..t ing . l'he ro1.d most 0f the 
wriy w1.s quite g"od . Th, othtr ortinn was ouito ro~h. I sup"ose it was 1 o'clock 
when we rcnc hed the c .,mpgrr und . Ji.nrl when We ;,rri ved -,_t thl- pl, ce we were. i,/J.,<:/.r 
sadly disanpointed. The c:mip- gr~und is right by th~ side of Cripple Cretk, hemm~d 
in 0n every side by mc-untains . Th~ first voict.. we heard on our arrival was th~t of 
brys, "Will ycu h Vt. your horse taken c~e "f°?" Sedng n0 app1..arancc of the horbor 
or prone in~ I inquired fer th(.; church. ~ome /"lnu pcintc<l furth~r on and across the 
ere(".}<, we drove acr()ss, md to cur gr€.at a->tcmisbrnent, we tound .:-urscl ves among a 
number cf w~ons, scllin1 c'lk~s, C"ndies, ate. Ne then inquired for the preach6rs' 
er-mp 3.Ild h."'d tl"'I cc-cross the. creek to f.md it. .cinally WE. succeeded in finding the 
h"rbrr and w0rship WP.S going . ,ve sent :£, r tho preacher in ch:>rge . He. cmne rut. I 
introduced myself' to him. But as the Sacrc:ment of th~ Lord ' s Supper was ~brut to b~ 
administered, he C"Ul~ n0t immedi.:itely :1ttend to us . 'l'he ladi1:.s \Jere o. commodnted 
::-t Brn . P0rtcr 's tl-Ilt. \vhcn the. Sacr '1lllcnt was ewer Bro. Wor L::y c me to m.. agnin arld 
c~rried me int0 th ,..r1.;aChlrs' tent and introduced m\'... to Bro. 1'1cGeer of the N,"rirn 
Circuit . . ...... . 

M"ndcy 6. Cripple Cree~. I pruached the first sermrn frnm LulYe 16 :23 •.. 
Brn. Kerr preached at 11 1"'1 1clock; Brn. Torbt..11 at J: Br~l Morley ..,t night ........ . 
Tuesdny 7. W(.; left the cronp me0tinq :md went to ~;Jythcvillc. Here I met up with my 

fricn1 Mr . J ns . rtci·-'l , 1.C E: . • • • • This is "l. nice .md grnw:..ng town . Jhl..n the improve-
ment now is pro~ress "re c".mpleted "nd otht-r streets fille(l nut it 11ill be .,_ l,rge 
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;:ind beautiful town. The Tennessee and Virginia rt 1.il rto2.d runs by this plvcc. 

V>JednesdDy 8. ,Je tr,weled touards N. C. as far as Hillsville, the county site 
of Carroll C0 . We spent the night at 11r. walk~r I s liotcl. tte is oui te a clever 
man and has a pleasant f 'J.Illily. 
Thursday 9. We reached Nt . Airy, 3} o 1clock, P •. M. .Lhe ride down tre mountain~ 
was deliP"htful. Th,, scenery was beautiful. Llpon the· whole we had a pleasant trip . 
Sunday 12 . Prayer meeting ~t uak Urove. At 4 p. M. I preached at Lebanon th~ 
funer:u of snme cr lorcd persons, deceased. .:>pent the. ni~ht with l!.dward l:l nner . 
Wedm,sday, 1S . Val< Grnve . I preached at 11 o ' clock .. . J.· r ur or vie were ple f!ding 

for mercy. At CAndle-~ighting, rne joined our church. Bro . rtinshaw pre~ched. I 
fellowed with an cxhortqtion . But two nr three got down to be prayed for . I then 
for back sliders rind cold hearted professors, and several c.::ime forwc:ird , and other 

sinners seek in~ life and sllvation. .Lhen I told all who W.Jnted tn be made happy to 
ir1: t <irwm ::>n<l be"'in t" rray. .,1.11 the professors 0f religi0n knelt down . The Holy ~ 
Spirit ,-rns poured 0ut, and such a time of re,ioicing :.md shcmting I scare1..ly every 
saw in all my life . Six or seven p( rsons were cnnvertBd, s~veral br.ck- sliders were 
reclaimed, and others were cryin~ for m0rcy. 

Johnny Bro,-rer, " little b0y ::tb0ut thirteen yeers old, was n br ight convert, but 
after his c0nv, rsirn he became a successful exhorter and instructor of penitents. 
He was instrumental in ~ettin~ three or frur dnwn U}'.!On their knees to ray for 
parct0n .::inn ...,e ::i.ce . Cne, ho and "tber little bnys, and who was himself a little b,--ys , 
and whr wa~ himself a littlo boy, ~ersuaded tr such religions, was crnverted to God. 
Glorirus time inoeed . 
Oct0ber 1858 

"unday 10. 1~ckfc,rJ • ..l-'reach&d at 11 o 'clock thi::; fun._rtll o1 s .,me colored 
p~rsnns deceesed. 

Bro . .Nie holson I s Hif c was oo nverted in he:r room about midnight . '1' oday, one 
young lady joined th~ church. 

These items were in">dvertantly omitted from this coi:;y. One has to scan to get any 
items of interest . 

Jan. 27. Took supper with Gen Graves whose son had just brought home his wife . 
Monday 8. Went and spent the night with Bro. Hugh Gwyn and family. 

June 4, Bro. Needham baptised six persons for me ~ four of them were immersed. 
Thurs·. S. ·visited ,Ji.th Brother Neednam and an afi'li cted young lady, ..,ister 

!'.lA.rgaret Patterson . 
July 30. Quarterly conference was held at 8 o 'clock . Bro . Avent preached, Bro • 

.tlarringer preached at 11, at ~ Bro . ... Lu_sh, at candJ.elieht Bro. tlefl:in. 
Tues . 31. Salem. Bro . Wneeler preached at 8 o tclock . Bro . Reid at 11, Bro . 

Avent at 3, at ~andlelight Bro . rleflin . 
August . Thurs . 2 . Our camp meeting closed this morning . It resulted in the 

conversion of about SO souls--28 white, 3 colored. 



MARRIAGES Surr~ Count~, N.C. 1869 - 1899 

Wood, Calvin (Senter, Rebecca) 11 Dec 1869 Wood, McDaniel (Hays, Sally Ann) 22 Oct 1875 
Wood, David (Hollinsworth, Loo) 07 Dec 1883 Wood, Nancy (Lyon, Ambrous Huston) 14 Jan 1877 
Wood, Dempson (Bowles , Amy) 24 Feb 1870 Wood, Nancy R. (Atkins, John S. ) 14 Apr 1895 
Wood, Eli C. {Hiatt, El len) 30 Jan 1889 Wood, Neoma (Marion, A.H.) 03 Jan 1897 
Wood, Elizabeth (Couch, Fil l more) 13 Oct 1878 Wood, Nicholas (Hal l, Evali ne) 08 Apr 1877 
Wood, Elizia J. (Williamson, Wil liam) 31 Oct 1892 Wood, Peter (Sl aydon, Leitha) 03 Jan 1896 
Wood, El la (Wood, Sandy R.) 12 Nov 1893 Wood, R. H. (Eads, Sarah) 10 Dec 1899 
Wood, Emma (Snow, Thos. E.) 01 Feb 1876 Wood, R. S. (Bri~dle, Bettie) 07 Oct 1894 
Wood, Emma (Snow, Thomas E. ) 26 Dec 1875 Wood, Ransa (Brown, Henry S.) 06 May 1877 
Wood, Fannie (Hamlin, T. V.) 17 Sep 1899 Wood, Rebecca J. (Shaw, R. C.) 19 Dec 1886 
Wood, Florence (Key, A. R.) 23 Aug 1893 Wood, Regana (Holyfield, J. 0.) 25 Feb 1882 
Wood, George W. (Amburn, Sal l ie L.) 30 May 1892 Wood, Richard M. (Cheek, Nancy C.) 28 Jul 1878 
Wood, Henry (Nance , Valley) 24 Dec 1893 Wood, Richard N. (White, Sarah) 19 Dec 1870 
Wood, Henry W. (Hazel wood, Rebecca) 10 Jan 1895 Wood, Rosey (Slayden, James) 01 Sep 1881 

I Wood, Huldah (Reid, R. G.) 18 Jan 1872 Wood, Rufus H. (Goin, Margaret) 01 Jul 1875 
\..I) Wood, Ida L. (Stanl ey, Wel don L.) 02 Jan 1887 Wood, S. {Spense, Jane) 26 Mar 1876 
ho 
I Woo.d, Ira (Wi ll iams, El len) 20 Mar 1890 Wood, Sandy R. (Wood, Ella) 12 Nov 1893 

Wood, J . H . ( L i n vi 11 e , Emma ) 25 Mar 1897 Wood, Sarah (Martin, C. C. ) 17 Sep 1888 
Wood, James M. (Poindexter, Sarah F.) 19 Jan 1896 Wood, Sic (Woode, Mary) 02 Jul 1876 
Wood, Jesse M. (Wood, Mary J.) 30 Sep 1888 Wood, Si na A. (Hawks, John) 19 Feb 1888 
Wood, John P. (Huston, Virgi nia A.) 14 Jun 1896 Wood , Sion (Jester , Sarah A.) 18 Aug 1885 
Wood, John W. (Simpson, Thaney R.) 03 Oct 1872 Wood, Texanna (Bullin, H. W.) 21 Apr 1897 
Wood, John W. (Coe, Laura) 15 Nov 1899 Wood, W. M. (Snow, Sarah E. ) 04 Feb 1894 
Wood, Junitia (Cook, John M.) 07 Dec 1883 Wood, W. T. (Lineberry, J. L.) 25 Jun 1899 
Wood, L. E. (Brannock, P. C.) 31 May 1874 Wood, Washington (Teague, Elizabeth) 07 Nov 1870 
Wood, Lavina (Jenkins, John H.) 01 Mar 1874 Wood, Wm. L. (land, Martha V.) 23 Feb 1876 
Wood, Lou (Stanley , Sexton) 22 Mar 1894 Wood, Wm. R. (Martin, Sarah) 09 Aug 1891 
Wood, Louisa V. (Poindexter, David F.) 25 Apr 1886 Wood, Wm. R. (Cox , Bettie) 21 Mar 1889 
Wood, Luzina (Hol der, John H.) 25 Dec 1891 Wood, ZackJriah (Bledsoe, Clarisa J.) 08 Feb 1883 
Wood, Lyda (Hardy, Madison) 24 Dec 1890 Woodall, Alice (Pulliam, Wm. H.) 09 Oct 1892 
Wood, Mahala (Broomer, Willie) 19 Jul 1869 Woodall, Etta (Ring, Chas. J.) 28 Oct 1888 
Wood, Martha Ann (Axsom, Martin C.) 02 Jan 1876 Woodal l, John E. (Cheeks, Parthena) 07 Jan 1892 
Wood, Martin (Vaughn, El izabeth) 04 Feb 1869 Woodal l, M. F. (Taylor, Sarah J . ) 19 Oct 1884 
Wood, Mary (Payne, Bartlet) 1870 Woode, Mary (Wood, Sic) 02 Jul 1876 
Wood, Mary (Reed, Andrew J . ) 07 Apr 1872 Woode, Sarah (Shinalt, D. M.) 19 Dec 1876 
Wood, Mary Ann (Butcher, John H.) 05 Feb 1874 Woodle, Dempson (Cheek, Plutina) 17 Jul 1881 
Wood, Mary E. (Draughn, James) 24 Dec 1893 Woodle, Martha (Luffman, Caleb F.) 11 Dec 1879 
Wood, Mary J. (Wood, Jesse M.) 30 Sep 1888 Woodl iff, A. F. (Cordle, LeAnna) 09 Jan 1898 
Wood, Mary V. (Hayse, W. T.) 01 Sep 1881 Woodruff, A. B. (Eldridge, Lula) 14 Jan 1880 



Jw1e 11, 200 I 

Dear Atm B. Stewart; 

I hope you don ' t mind me writing to you concerning the Wood/Coe family. 
I have tried several times to go to >hltp :/(juliemorrison.com/surry< and I 
cam1' t get it on line. It states it's " unavailable at this time." 
l was so excited to find something and yet I have little. I'm very interested 
in purchasing cemetery books, census books, marriage books, birth records 
and any thing you society deems I could use to find out about my family. I 
hope you have a list of books available with the purchase price. I will send a 
self addressed envelope for an ap.swer. 

l wish [ could have stayed for the Surry County Genealogical Society 
meeting. I would realJy like to meet some relatives. HA.! 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter, I' m hoping you 
can pass it on to someone who has some information, or answer yourself 

Sincerely, 
Sharon (Wood ) Schaffner 

~LJ.~-Y.·~/r~ 
1 .. (!_ . J./ I 05 

A . r.,,r,,01 

P.S. Genealogy information; Peter Wood married Pantha Mereet Coe, July 
4, 1851, Surry County, North Carolina. I don' t know any thing about the 
children listed in the 1860 Census, Surry County, N . C. My, Aunt told me 
that my Great-Grandfather, August Wood, had a brother, Leander who 
lived in IJI. , he visited them in Piqua, Ohio ( Miami County) some time 
between 1915 and 1920. That is the extent of family knowledge of August's 
relatives, other than sibblings. 

I know nothing about Pantha Mereet Coe. It appears in the Surry County, 
1860 Census, her father is William Coe, As for her mother?? I know that 
many women died young and he could have had several wives. Rachael 
listed in the 1860 Census may not be her mother. I can not find a death 
record for Pantha, but she is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Piqua, Ohio, 
Miami County. 



re.NNIS W. "BUD " CAMERON 
REGISTER OF DEEDS 

June 20, 2001 

COUNTY OF SURRY, NORTH CAROLINA 
REGISTER OF DEEDS 

Mrs. Sharon Schaffner 
P. 0. Box 800 
Aberdeen, IN 45101-0800 

Dear Mrs. Schaffner: 

COURTHOUSE 
114 W. ATKINS STREET 

P.O. BOX 303 
DOBSON, N.C. 27017 

PHONE (336) 401-81 50 
FAX (336) 401-81 51 

Thank you for your recent thank you note. We appreciate all the compliments 
paid the stafll 

I wish we had time to do research for people, but we can answer only simple 
requests due to the size of our staff. However, I will pass your SASE envelope 
a long to the Surry Co. Genealogy Association and th ey will send you a list of 
books available for sale. 

Bill Hardy has been research ing Woocl/Coe/Stru1ley and other families. His e­
mail address is: hmninc@surry.uet. If you will contact him, he said he would 
be happy to s h are information if your fami lies connect. He mentioned he was 
going to a "Wood" reunion this weekend and is trying to get some "last m inute" 
things tied together. It may be a week or so before h e answers, so don't be 
discouraged if he doesn't con.tact you right away. 

The only thing I noticed in the Register of Deeds office (looking quickly) on 
Leander Wood is the 1860 census. Without more lo go on (such as lime period, 
etc.), it's hard to find specific information. (There were several generations of 
"Peter Wood" families, so it's hard to follow the Peter Wood that married a Coe 
without doing research that is more extensive. ) 

Let us know if we can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

4rv,u 6. /Jfu~-,__,vC 
Ann 8. Stewart, Deputy 



SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
P. 0. BOX 997 

DOBSON, NC 27017 
http://juliemorrison.com/surry/ 

Sharon Schaffner 
P. 0. Box800 
Aberdeen, IN 45101-0800 

Sharon, 

June 24, 2001 

I saw a copy of your letter dated June 11, 200 I to Ann Stewart regarding 
Peter Wood who married Pantha M. Coe in Surry. Our president, Judy 
Cardwell, has several generations on this Coe family. You can email her at 
1udyscard(a,aol.com and she can send it to you or email me and I'll try to send you 
what she sent me. She is better at sending things by email than I am. 
Sometimes mine will go and sometimes it won't go. Ha. 

I noticed you were having trouble going to our web site. I don't know why. 
We haven't heard of anyone else having trouble. Keep trying and I hope you 
get it to come up. 

My email is wjhiatt@aol.com if you want to email me. 

Wilma Hiatt 
Research Committee 

• 
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Th1.· fo Jowmg g n alogy 
mqt.nnc" h ,·~ bct'" rocehed 
l y th Pat:nck C'.ount, Gene.: 1-

01 Societ) 
•I Just ant to h )"(' on 

infonnnbon mtll you. M:, hu -
b d,Dame E :mW 
w. l,om Pul ki County 
lklspnng, V . Junn tn 
Jo"ran Fran Hurt Wood 
,,. tR. born m Floyd Co \ty. 
Willi.'>, Ml' pru-cnts. L: TI') 

\\'ilhnnl d E P~ K ith 
Hurt till lwc in Jwdford 

My husband's parents w ·ro 
Tb id • Roo vclt. <Ted) 
Wood. und Bertbn C.:tldv;~ll 
Wood. We arc ,nt rested m 
iindmg mom tion • 
Peter .1 dISon Wood. who , .. a 
born m J>alnck Couuty 10 

l 60 dt d 1n 1943. nd w 
buried m Oxford. Pu. lb finl 
, ifc ,-.a Mnry Bryant, \·hu 
wm, born in }"loyd County, no 
known date t Iii s oond ,.,,ifo 
watJ $:tllic ,J Chumbl ) born 
around . fout~omery or Flo) d 
CoUDly 111 1882, dk-d 195i', 
buncd m O~ord, Pu . P~t..cr 
w s Dwi'~ great g.rtmdfathcr 

Dru1 wru; born on ~foy 24, 
l94l; ftr:tn v.ni- bo:-:n on ,)rulU• 
nry 21, 1942. Wt: were murned 
on Mny 19.1962 

S nd inf ormuuon lo Fran 
Wood. !">803 (':u-dinal Way, 
Grc-en boro • C. 27'110 

• Arc there on~ or two b,h:un 

J 

Croddock ? I li.•wc mf ot1"1:1tiun 
'l;hut. ys bhrun was bom 
about 1750 und mfonnauon 
that ys .u son lshnm wru; 

born about l rs The ~ond 
married . omh :Holl 1nd11wortb 
<'....ould. the fili:.t ll:1h:i.m l1a-..·c 
mu.m d twice .ind bnd tv.o J 
families? Mnyoo there 1 nu 
sccvnd Isham. born m l T/5? 

Send mformnf on to Jan · 
t Croddock Curnld • 48255 

Turquis t.:rect., J..rcmont, 
r. ,rf 94f:>:i9 
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Monnie Washington Wood 

A reception will be given in honor of the 100th birthday of 
Monnie Washington Wood on December 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Beulah Ruri tan Building. The reception will be given by his 
children who invite all his family, friends, neighbors and the 
public. Gifts are not requ~sted. 

Mr. Wood was born to George Washington and Letisha Amburn Wood 
on December 28, 1894 in the Round Peak area of Surry County. He 
was the second of eight children, only one besides Mr. Wood is 
still living, a sister Mrs. Lola Wood of Mount Airy. 

Mr. Wood graduated from the "Old Beulah School" after 
completion of the seventh grade, which was the total requirement at 
that time. He was offered a "teaching" position following that but 
turned it down. 

A life of hard work has been the heart of the century of Mr. 
Wood's life. He lived on the farm and helped his father from birth 
to 1917. He and his bride, Bessie Brown were married in a buggy on 
March 18, 1917. He and his wife moved to the Wesley York farm in 
the Beulah Community where he became a share cropper and began his 
own family. In 1924 the Wood family moved to Mount Airy where 
Monnie worked in the Mount Airy Furniture Factory for eight years . 
He recalls that his wages at that time was $2.40 per day for a full 
ten hour day. 

In the depth of the depression, he moved back to the York farm 
in 1932 and again assumed the role of a tobacco share cropper until 
1947 when he bought a 12 acre tract of land only one mile from hi$ 
home and built a new house. He has resided in the same residence 
since. Upon this move, Mr. Wood became a sawmill worker and was 
known as one of the best sawyers in the area. He worked for 
several sawmill operators in the area until he retired at age 70 . 
His work life was still not complete as he began working for his 
son at the country store just across the road from his residence. 
He worked in the store until his son sold out in 1972 when Mr. Wood 
finally retired at the age of 78. An interesting note is that only 
two of Mr. Wood ' s former employers are still living, Henley Goings, 
age 86, a retired sawmill owner, and his son, who owned the store. 

His next years were filled with working around the house but 
most of all in helping take care of his wife who was in ill health . 
He watched over her and assisted her in every way until her death 
at age 91 in 1985 after a blissful marriage of 69 years. 

He still resides by himself although he is continuously cared 
for by his devoted daughter, Annie, who lives next door and makes 
many "trips" a day to take care of her father. 

He is very alert, reads a considerable amount, keeps up with 
current events by newspaper and television. His heal th is very 



good, however, he does have trouble "getting around" as his legs 
have gotten very weak. 

Mr. Wood has lived his entire life in the Beulah Community and 
has many memories. He has driven oxen and remembers a humorous 
incident once when one of the "steers" laid down in the road while 
pulling cargo and would not get up. He has driven a team of horses 
pulling a wagon across many streams that were frozen solid in the 
cold winters of the "teens". He purchased his first car "around 
1920" a T-Model Ford. He remembers the different names of the Post 
Office in the Beulah area from the time it was New London, to Round 
Peak, then Bottom and finally closed and mail came from the big 
town of Mount Airy. 

He has used tobacco since he was eight years old in every 
form--chewing, dipping snuff, smoking using tobacco straight from 
the barn and rolled into a brown paper bag, smoked a pipe and 
cigars. He still uses snuff continuously each day. He remarks 
that when I die, I guess people will say "Yes, tobacco got him." 

One of the darkest areas of his life was probably during World 
War II when three of his sons were in the military. His eldest, 
Brady, was killed in action in 1945 at Okinawa. 

He has lived under the administration of 19 presidents, and 
has voted in every election since 1912. His favorite President of 
all time was President Eisenhower. 

Mr. Wood's family today consist of one daughter, Annie Nichols 
who lives next door; three sons, Glen and John of Mount Airy and 
Leonard of Raleigh. He has eleven grandchildren, eleven great 
grandchildren; seven great-great grandchildren and three step 
great-grandchildren. 

Monnie Wood is living proof that hard work will not hurt 
anyone. He has always been known as one of the most reliable 
workers in the community. He has been blessed with good health 
having only been in the hospital "about three times" in his life. 

Many, many inventions have been made in the century of Monnie 
Wood's life. Living has changed from primitive to modern. Books 
do not do justice to talking to a person of this age and hearing 
him tell of life as it "really was". 

Mr . Wood is looking forward to seeing many relatives, friends 
and neighbors during the reception in his honor. 

• 



SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 997 

DOBSON, NC 27017 

February 22, 1994 

Nancy L. Wood 
4643 S. 28 W. Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74107-7632 

Thank you for letter of February 10, 1994 regarding Abraham Wood 
and William Wood. 

You can obtain copies of the wills from the Department of 
Cultural Resources, Div. of Archives and History, Archives and 
Records Section, 109 E. Jones Street, Raleigh, NC 27601-2807. We 
have enclosed a bit of information on abstracts of wills on 
Abraham and William. 

A local researcher in our area is Betty Camin, 1904 N. Main 
Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030. You will need to contact her about 
her fee. A well-known historian in our area is Ruth Minick, 341 
Franklin Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030. She might be able to help 
you regarding Surry County residents that moved to Kentucky. 

You might consider sending a query for our journal. 
is enclosed. 

If we can be of further assistance, please advise. 

Information 

Research Committee 

Enclosures 



-

Surry County Genealogical Society 
Box 997 
Dobson, NC 27017 

Dear Fellow Hunter: 

4643 s. 28 w. Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74107-7632 
February 10, 1994 

I am wondering how to get a copy of the will 
and probate records for : 

Abraham Wood dec'd 25 Nov . 1789 
William Wood Dec ' d before Feb 1790 

I am interested in these two gentlemen as being 
possible ancestors to our Abraham Wood, born 
between 1750-1760 who bought land in Madison Co . 
Ky 1794, had a son Abraham Jr. who married Madison 
Co . Ky 29 Nov. 1806 and both show up in Bedford 
Co . TN from 1812-1820, then Marion Co . Arkansas . 

I have been unable to find the parents, wife of 
our Abraham Sr. or where he was prior to being 
on tax roll 1792 Madison Co. Ky. I know a lot 
of people went to Ky from N. C. - have studied 
Daniel Boone ' s travels and wonder if there is 
a list of people who traveled from your area to 
Ky. 

Would appreciate you advising if someone can 
obtain this info for me and what the costs would 
be. I don't know where else to look. 

Thanks . 

Very truly yours, 

1~ 
Nancy L . Wood 
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OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD NOMINATION 

FAYE SOUTHERN WOOD 

PERSONAL 

Faye Southern Wood was born December 01, 1938, to Lincoln and 
Cassie Southern in the Beulah Community of Surry County. She was 
a member of a farm family, assisting in all the chores of the farm 
during her school years. 

In 1956, Faye married John Wood. She is the mother of two 
living sons, Monnie, a Civil Engineer, and Wesley a Paramedic. One 
son died a few hours after birth. She has three grandchildren and 
two step-grandchildren . She resides in the Beulah Community at 115 
Wesmon Street, Mount Airy, telephone 910-352-4115. 

EDUCATION 

Faye Wood graduated from Beulah High School in 1956. She 
immediately entered training to become a Radiologist. This 
training was terminated by her marriage. 

After being out of the classroom for eighteen years, Faye 
enrolled as a student at Surry Community College in 197 4. She 
received her Associate in Arts Degree, with honors, in 1976 as well 
as an Associate in Applied Science Degree in Business 
Administration at the same time. Since then, she has taken many 
additional classes at Surry Community in Management, Computers, and 
Psychology as well as numerous Continuing Education classes 
including Auto Body Repair, Crafts of various nature and many 
emergency medical classes. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Faye began working in the public sector in 1957 as a secretary 
with the North Carolina Teacher's Retirement System in Raleigh. 
She worked for a brief time with Security Life Insurance Company in 
Winston-Salem in 1959. From 1959 to 1972, Faye was a partner with 
her husband in a self-owned business, as well as a housewife. She 
worked part-time for Aladdin's while a student at sec. 

In 1977, Faye began work in the area that would encompass her 
future contributions to society when she became employed as a 
secretary to the Surry County Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

THE SUCCESS AND GROWTH OF THE CHAPTER 

When Faye began work with the Surry County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross in 1977, she was secretary to Grace Vaughn, then 
Executive Director . Mrs . Vaughn's health was not good, and she was 
frequently out of work, so it was up to Faye to run the office. 
Very soon, Mrs. Vaughn retired and Faye was named Executive 
Secretary. 



At this time, the office was located in an old home on Pine 
Street and was a "one person" operation. Faye had no assistance 
even on a part time basis, except for a few volunteers . When she 
took over the office, there were only twenty bloodmobiles per year 
yielding some 1500 units. There was no Disaster Program of any 
kind. There were only two volunteer First Aid instructors and no 
water safety program . The operating budget was around $15,000 per 
year. 

From this meager beginning, Faye began to build the Surry 
County Chapter. She focused her main attention to the Blood 
Program in the early stages, organizing and manning each 
bloodmobile. She began to develop a list and train First Aid and 
CPR instructors. She had visions, but only visions, of some type 
of local disaster plan for the future. She was faced with being on 
call for Service to Military Families on a 24 hour day basis -­
this element has not changed during the time period. 

Faye gave her utmost to the Red Cross operation. She saw the 
blood program begin to grow. She added more and more volunteer 
instructors to the Health Services area. She implemented the Water 
Safety Program. She began plans on a very small scale for handling 
small disasters. A few part-time work study students began to 
assist. 

In 1990, Faye saw her dreams come true when she led the 
efforts to build a new office building. Within a period of one 
year, a spacious new office building was built, funds were acquired 
from donations from individuals, businesses and industries, and a 
$250,000 building was completed and furnished with up to date 
furniture and paid for in full. 

In the eighteen years she has managed the Chapter, the 
following indicates the success that has been accomplished. The 
Chapter has won many Gold Circle Awards for the blood services 
program plus a plaque most every year for exceeding the assigned 
goals. 

As of the present, Faye is the Executive Director of the 
Chapter and manages four full time employees. A Health Services 
and Disaster Director oversees over seventy-five instructors in the 
Health Services area. As an example, last year over 4000 students 
were trained in First Aid, CPR and related courses. There are over 
twenty Water Safety Instructors who conduct classes in all phases 
of Water Safety. In the Disaster Area, a complete Disaster plan is 
in effect . An example of this area includes serving 118 families 
in single family fires, opening shelters for over 935 persons due 
to floods, blizzards and propane gas leaks to name a few. 
Thousands of meals are served to volunteers in areas of forest 
fires and other disasters. 

Two grants have been applied for and received. One was used 
to purchase a generator in case of power failure to the Red Cross 
Building. It is the only building in the county with facilities to 



house persons in case of power outage disasters. The other grant 
is being used to raise funds to better serve the communities 
through services rendered by the Chapter. 

The blood program has a Director who oversees 120 bloodmobiles 
per year, a far cry from the beginning 20 of eighteen years ago. 
Over 6000 units are collected each year serving up to 24,000 
patients. Many awards have been received by the Chapter in this 
area . 

A Support Services director is employed to try to increase the 
funds of the Chapter so that even more services demanded by the 
public may be offered. 

A full time receptionist/secretary is on duty to handle 
routine daily assignments. 

Faye is still on call 24 hours a day for Service to Military 
Families, handling some 135 cases per year at all hours of day, 
night and weekends. 

Two vehicles have been acquired by the Chapter to handle the 
areas of services rendered by the Red Cross. 

One may say that Faye is the Red Cross Person within the 
County. No one can say how many lives have been touched by her or 
the result of her management. She is completely dedicated to her 
job and to helping others through the efforts of the Red Cross. 
This may be indicated by the fact that Faye is a ten gallon blood 
donor herself, proving that she practices what she preaches. 

Faye received the "Tiffney" Award for Excellence in Management 
in the Carolinas Region of Red Cross for 1993. 

Faye has served Red Cross on numerous committees on the State 
and Region Level of Red Cross operations over the years. 

The Red Cross has come many miles during her tenure as 
Director. Faye sincerely believes in the cause and looks forward 
to doing even more for the citizens of the County. 

HUMANITARIAN/CIVIC 

With all of the above, Faye has still found time to constantly 
help other through other means. She received her Emergency 
Technician Certification in 1980. She became a First Responder for 
the Skull Camp Volunteer Fire Department and still runs calls, day 
or night in this capacity. She became a volunteer reservist for 
the Surry County Emergency Medical Services in 1982 and for 
thirteen years has ridden an ambulance as a crew member on a 
volunteer basis. She received her Emergency Technician 
Intermediate Certification in 1983 and maintains her current 
certification. Faye has been the recipient of the "Reservist of 
the Year" award from the Surry EMS. She was also honored by being 



awarded the "Life Saving Award" from the Surry County 
Commissioners for saving five lives while with the EMS 

Faye has had training in Stress Management as it relates to 
death and dying. She serves as a group leader for volunteers, 
paramedics or families who have experienced a trumatic experience 
with an accident or other terrible event. A de-briefing session is 
held following these types of events for those involved. 

Faye is a member of the Skull Camp Volunteer Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary. She serves as Chairperson of the Board of 
Directors of Camp E-Mon-Tal-E, Boy's Wilderness Camp. She is an 
avid ceramics person, attending classes two nights per week and has 
made many beautiful articles by hand. Her hobbies include 
reading, golfing and most any type of volunteer work. 
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PROFILE 

'Mack' Wood 

NAME: 
AGE: 
HOMETOWN: 
FAMILY: 

Selbert McRae <~Aack' Wood, Sr. 
68 
Mount Airy, NC 
Wife, Dora Ann Johnson Wood, 
sons Selbert McRae 'Bert' 
Wood, Michael Lee Wood, five 
tirandchildren, one great 
grandchild 

EDUCATION: Mount Airy High School, Surry 
Community College, Gardner Webb, Officer Candi 
date School at Ft. Benning, Ga., Basic Infantry Offi 
cer Course, Ft Bennjng, Career Infantry Officer 
Course, Ft. Benning, Air Mobility Course, Ft Ben 
ning, Industry College of Armed Forces, Washing 
ton, Command and General Staff College, Ft. Leav 
enworth, Kan., Defense Dept. Human Relations In 
stitute, Patrick Air Force Base, Fla., War College. 

OCCUPATION: Retired from Wood's TV, retired 
U.S. Army Lt. Col., real estate 
broker 

HOBBIES: 
FAV. FOOD: 
FAY. MOVIE: 
FAY. BOOK: 

Travel, sports, politics, golf 
Lobster 
Sting 
Bible 

By CAROLINE BEAMER 
Staff Writer 

He could almost pass for General Norman Schwartzkopf: stocky, with a military bearing but eas­
ily breaking into a smile. This retired military man is local. Meet Selbert McRae 'Mack' Wood. 

Wood joined the anny in 1952 after be graduated from Mount Airy High School in the early 
fifties, growing up in a large family and wanting a taste of the world outside of Mount Airy. His 
'taste of the world' before it was all over was visiting 35 nations, being a guest at the White House, 
the Pentagon-and having a top secret Crypto clearance. 

Most folks in Mount Airy know Wood as one of the brothers who ran Woods TV (now their chil­
dren operate the business). but Mack Wood was known in tbe military world as a top military in­
fantry soldier and military strategist. 

His armed forces career continued until a few years ago when a heart attack forced Wood to re­
tire right before his final promotion to General. He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. 

As a National Guard officer be called his troops into action for several area catastrophes, such as 
Mount Airy's major floods in the late seventies and racial rioting in Winston-Salem and Greens­
boro. 

Asked if military strategy has changed much today from what it was when he was a student he 
said, "Not much. It's still your basic two up, one in," he said. 

He explained when Greensboro police couldn't regain control of an AT&T University dormitory 
during student uprisings, his unit was able to do it immediately with the two up, one in technique, 
which is cover both sides and have another contingent in reserve. '·Police are trained differently 
from the military. But if anyone bad to be arrested, that was handled by law enforcement," he said. 

The organization of the military is something that Wood appreciated and said that the chain of 
command gave everyone an understanding of how things should be done. 

"I loved it. The organization and the technical training were better than any," he said. 
Protocol in the military has its function and its tradition. "A General is not allowed in a vehicle 

See WOOD, page 2C 
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"It's my calling ... to believe in 
restorative justice and to help give a voice to those who are outcast." 

Bert Wood, the president of the Partnership for a Drug-Free North Carolina 

JOURNAL PHOTOS BY JASON ARTHURS 

Bert Wood speaks at a "Wet, WIid and Drug Free" celebration at Wet 'n WIid Emerald Pointe Water Park In Greensboro. 

Always Open 
Bert Wood puts his heart into his 
work at a drug-treatment agency 

Wood has worked at the STEP One 
Partnership since 1989. 

By Migdalia Vazquez q _ ~ _ ~ t? r- fices and numerous prevention and 
JOURNAL REPORTER case-management offices from 

At one point in his life, Bert Wood Asheville to Durham. 
wanted to be an ordained minister. In treatment services alone, STEP 
Now, he sees himself a "minister One, a private, nonprofit agency, 
without a collar." helps 1.100 families in Forsyth Coun-

"I think I am a minister," Wood ty each year. Services include a resi-
said. "In my heart of hearts, I think dential treatment center for adults 
this, what I'm doing - helping others and adolescents, adult substance-
- it feels good," he said raising his abuse treatment, prevention services, 
right hand in a fist and gently tapping and mental-health services for chil-
his heart. dren. 

Wood's calling is to fight the rav­
ages of addiction. 

As the president and chief execu­
tive of the Partnership fol' a Drug­
Free North Carolina, Wood oversees a 
staff of 222 and has an annual budget 
of more than $7.7 million. The 
agency, also known as STEP One 
Partnership, was founded in 1974. It 
grew from just one office on 
Hawthorne Road to 10 treatment of-

Wood, who came to STEP One in 
1989, is particularly proud of two of 
the agency's accomplishments: It 
was the first treatment program in 
the state to provide child care and the 
second in the state to provide servic­
es in Spanish. 

He said that many challenges lie 
ahead in the substance-abuse and 
mental-health arena, including fund-

See WOOD, Page 83 



Bert Wood continued from 1 C 
-.__:. 
ceutical treatment program 

for narcotics addicts. 
"It's a pretty cool thing that 

we are improving the quality 
of treatment for heroin and 
narcotics addicts," he said. 

Wood also chairs the N.C. 
Department of Correction's 
Substance Abuse Advisory 
Council. 

He hasn't always been suc­
cessful in his pursuits. At one 
point in his life, Wood ran for 
office. 

"I ran in the Senate 12th 
District in the Democratic pri­
mary, finishing (third) out of 
five for two seats. I also ran for 
a seat in the North Carolina 
House in a general election in 
November of 2000. I finished 
fourth out of five candidates 

for three seats," he recalled. 
Right now, his family is in a 

sort of chaos mode. 
"Our family is rather 

stressed right now - with our 
daughters taking piano les­
sons, guitar lessons, voice les­
sons and participating in plays 
and with Mary Beth trying to 
complete her thesis - I will be 
glad when April is over," 
Wood said. 

His wife, Mary Beth, is in 
the process of earning her mas­
ter's degree in nursing from 
Gardner-Webb University. She 
is the patient-care coordinator 
for Northern Hospice. 

"The fact that I am in the 
helping profession and she is 
in the helping profession is 
stressful to our family because 

we are both working with f am­
ilies that have needs all the 
time. It's tough because we 
don't always get to address 
each other's needs. It's often 
times hard for 'helpers' to be 
helped." 

The couple, who will cele­
brate their 21st anniversary in 
July, met while Wood was in 
Maryland and they were work­
ing in the same hospital. She 
was a charge nurse and he 
worked in the Intensive Care 
Unit and in the hemodialysis 
unit. 

"We ended up dating," he 
said, "and, about two years lat­
er, we were married." 

Talking about his return to 
Mount Airy, Wood said com­
ing home was one of the best 

decisions he ever made. 
"I have to say a couple of 

reflective things about moving 
back to Mount Airy. It is a 
sense of grounding and fulfill­
ment to come back to one's 
hometown. It's amazing to 
have a son and daughters go­
ing to Snappy Lunch like I did 
when I was their age. To have 
them worshiping in the same 
church is real important. 

"I think that I can speak for 
my wife and myself, that we 
have both had opportunities to 
go to other locations. I've been 
in this house for 20 years now, 
but there is a real important 
grounding in raising a family 
here, because it is a good place 
to be. You can't put a value on 
that." 
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Former chaplain, youth advisor 

and drug-abuse counselor is still ... 

By Mondee Tilley 
Staff Writer 

t 48, Bert Wood has accomplished more than most people 
do in a lifetime. He attributes lhat to his Jove of chal­
lenges. Wood has been lhe chaplain at a Maryland state 
psychiatric hospital, started a new Southern Baptist 

church in Utah, tried his hand at politics and counseled young peo­
ple. Wood has worked for non-profit organizations for most of his 
career, often in drug and alcohol addiction treatment. Now he is 
president of the Partnership for a Drug Free NC. 

Wood is originally from Mount A.iiy. He left for about eight or 
10 years, then returned after completing graduate school. 

"There was a joke in the '70s that there are two kinds of folks in 
the addiction field - those who are recovering alcoholics and 
I.hose who are recovering from being a minister. 1 might be the lat­
ter of those two," joked Wood. 

After graduating from Mount Airy High School, Wood decided 
to attend W10gate College to earn his associate of arts degree. 

After transferring to Wake Forest University, Wood married a 
Cuban native. They were married for about four years, but had no 
children. During their relationship, he became involved in active 
forms of ministry. He worked with Mexican-Americans in New 
Mexico and staned a Baptist church in Salt Lake City, Utah. Wood 
went on to get his master's degree in pastoral counseling and Bibli­
cal languages from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

After he earned his master's, his marriage broke up. Wood re­
turned to the East Coast and went into clinical and human services 
work. He was a chaplain at a Maryland state psychiatric hospital 
for 15 months. 

"As I left the formal church ministry, I emphasized on my clini­
cal training," he explained. "That's when I got into counseling and 
human services administration." 

He said the mental-health industry was growing rapidly when he 
returned home. 

''The joke was, when I returned back to North Carolina, that the 
mental heallh industry would hire anyone with a pulse," Wood 
laughed. 

He took over the helm of Surry Friends of Youth in August 
1981. 

''There was just me and a secretary when I came back. They had 
some rapid growth whiJe I was there. I was lucky to be in the right 
place at the right time.'' 

Over his eight years there, the program grew until there were 
about 14 people on his staff. He opened another office in Elkin and 
also started the Stokes Friends of Youth. 

In March 1989. he left Friends of Youth to begin working for 
STEP ONE in Winston-Salem. 

"ln 1989, when I got there, we began doing child care from 9 in 
the morning until 9 at night for anybody who needed counseling. 
They could bring their children with them. We were the first coun-

I ~ 

rl hi v 
') 

scling treatment program in the state to do child care," he said. 
Wood helped establish STEP ONE's Stokes County office, Pro­

ject Graduation and First Night Piedmont, which was an alcohol­
free New Year's Eve party. He was there in 1995 when STEP ONE 
started providing services in Spanish. 

?.r~J1ls 
Name: S.M. ''Bert" Wood Jr. 
Age: 48 
Family: Wife Mary Beth; a son and daughter-in-law, Jarod 

and Dena Wood: ooe grandson, Nicholas; and two 
daughters Anna an~uren 

Education: Master of div,~. Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Sern1nary 1n Wa~ Forest; bachelor of arts, 
Wake Forest Universrt.Y,i'associate of arts, Wingate 
College, Mount Airy Hif' School 

Occupation: President forthe Partnership for a Drug 
Free NC 

Hometown: Mount A,ry 
Hobbies: Golf. exercising, basketball and joking 
Favorite food: Curried chicken 
Favorite music: Beach music 
Favorite TV show: 'The West Wing" 
Favorite book: last one read 

Mondee TIiiey/The Mount Airy News 

"We were the second in the state to do servic-es in Spanish. Forty 
percent of the people in Forsyth County who go to court are Span­
ish and half of those are monolingual, so it's a huge problem. The 
courts really were not able to address the needs of that population," 
he said. 

More recently, Wood began a Hepatitis C screening project. 
"Hepatitis C is a silent epidemic among needle users as well as 

sex partners of drug users. There.is an alarming statistic of op to 70 
to 80 percent of persons who inject having Hepatitis C. We started a 
pilot project for that and the CDC - Centers for Disease Control 
- is looking at replicating it.'' Wood said. 

He also helped begin a treatment program for older adults. 
"We are not getting any younger," chuckled Wood. "With the 

baby boomers now getting older - whether it is losing jobs, spous­
es, family moving away - they don· t have the structure of support 
they are used to having. The addiction problem is pretty specific 
and significant for that population," he said. 

As coordinator for the Partnership for a Drug Free NC, Wood 
said the general public might recognize its parent organization from 
some famous commercials. 

"Probably the thing that is most visible are the commercials that 
say, 'This is your brain. This is your brain on drugs.' Lots of famous 
people have starred in these commercials in newspaper, radio and 
TV," Wood said. 

He is also a consultant for the Center for Substance Abuse Treat­
ment. As part of that group, he helps survey and consults with 
methadone programs around the nation. Methadone is a pharma-

See Bert Wood, continued on Page 6C 
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ing and assuring that people 
have equal access to treatment. 

About 25 percent of his 
clients relapse. "You can see 
that as a failure or as a confir­
mation that they need services 
and it's a challenge to do it bet-

1 

ler and differently," he said. "J 
liken ~TE~ ~ne to a sanctuary, 
n1:earung It 1s a place of safety 
without fear or retribution or 
rejection. This is a place of hos­
pitality; a place they are cared 
for and made well." 

A 60-year-old recovering 
heroi!1. addict, who spoke on the 
condition that his name not be 
used, said he owes his new life 
to a STEP One counselor. He's 
among the 8 percent of the 
agency's clients who receive 
methadone as part of a treat­
ment plan that includes psy­
chotherapy and attendance at 
support-group meetings. 

"My life now is a complete 
turnaround, I've got more trust 
from my wife now," the man 
said. "The main thing about 
STEP O~,MlDX&QLWSelor­
withom him 'rtv;;,t~ht h .. 
where I'm at. He's taught me 
how to take care of myself, and I 
never had a counselor who took 
time with me and who had faith 
inme." 

Part of Wood's Job is teach­
ing children to avoid drugs in 
the first place. 

On a recent blistering Sunday 
afternoon, Wood stood on a 
platfonn to open this year's 
"Wet, Wtld and Free" drug-free 
appreciation celebration at Wet 
'n Wild Emerald Pointe Water 
Park in Greensboro. With sweat 
dripping down bis face and 
soaking his white T-shirt, he 
walked through the crowd, shak­
ing hands and welcoming the 
more than 900 young people 
and their families who attended. 

As in earlier years, the gath­
ering drew winners of an essay­
writing contest for children 
ages 4 through 14. Children and 
teenagers write why they want 
to stay drug-free. 

"Talking about (drugs) to the 
kids is not glitzy; it's not sexy." 
Wood said. He pointed to a 
group of teenagers performing 
on stage. "This is. Activities 
such as these is what kids and 
families need more of." 

Wood, 50, was born in Win­
ston-Salem and grew up as a 
Southern Baptist in Mount Airy. 
He earned an associate's degree 
from Wmgate College, where he 
was most interested in psychol­
ogy. His life's journey, though. 
was about to change. 

''After returning home from a 
wonderful experience in New 
York, working in vacation Bible 
schools, working in the inner­
city drop-in center in Buffalo 
and building a log cabin at a 

camp, I felt that religion and 
philosophy would be more 
helpful. meaningful and rele­
vant for me and what I wanted 
to do than a major in psycholo­
gy." 

He went on to Wake Forest 
University with a new double 
major and then earned a mas­
ter's in divinity degree from 
Southeastern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminar in 1980. 

While he was still studying, 
he was offered a position as di­
rector of Christian Social Min­
istries for a multicounty region 
in Rochester, N.Y. But the offer 
was withdrawn after he told the 
ministry that he was separated 
from his wife. 

The memory and the pain of 
that rejection still lingers. 

"I cried so hard, I popped 
blood vessels in mv eyes. The 
anguish was so great that God 
was not available to me when I 
needed it ... it was horrifically 
hurtful, the sense of aloneness 
and despair." 

Wood, who eventually be­
came a Presbyterian, knows 
t!iat addicts suffer from rejec­
t10n, too. 
. "It's my calling ... to believe 
~.t~t~!~!LVfUUStirr. anrl to hPln 
outcast," he said. 

Scott Wilson. a friend for 
more than 20 years, said Wood's 
passion for and commitn:ient to 
helping others affected him so 
much that he has dedicated his 
life to counseling. "I love Bert, 
he took a chance on me by giv­
ing me my first job in the help­
ing profession," Wilson said. 

"I love his heart and his 
wicked humor," saidWtlson, 
now a counselor at Surry Com­
munity College. "He will pick up 
for the person who needs a 
helping hand, and he will nee­
dle you regardless of how im­
portant you are." 

Last week, Wood and his ad­
ministrative and finance staff 
moved back to the STEP One 
treatment center on Fourth 
Street after about two years on 
the 23rd floor of the Wmston­
Salem Tower. The move brings 
him closer to the pei,ple he 
serves. 

"One of my philosophies is 
to manage by presence, so 
walking around the building in 
the morning, and sitting down 
in the lobby waiting for persons 
to be served, it gets you back to 
the reason of being in this busi­
ness," Wood said. 

"Our organization is in a life­
saving business, and there's . 
daily good news about reducing 
stigma, assispng people in re­
covery, empo\wring young peo­
ple to make eafthy decisions," 
he stdll;''An ike the Maytag 
repaif 11\'!P ortunately. there 
will alwayi4 ~usiness." 

• Migdalia Vazquez car/ 
reached at 727-7303 or a"/ 
mvazquez@wsJournal.com • -: 



Individual Summary 
Name: 
Sex: 
Father: 
Mother: 

Individual Facts 

Calvin WOODl 
Male 
Michael WOOD (abt 1799 - ) 
Cindy MARTIN ( - ) 

Birth JUN 15 1838 
Death APR 15 1920(age81) 

Marriages/Children 
1. Rebecca SENTER 

Franklin Township, Mount Airy, Surry County, NC 

Marriage DEC 11 1869 (age 31) Franklin Township, Mount Airy, Surry County, NC 
Children Dick WOOD (1870 - ) 

George Washington "Wash" WOOD (APR 26 1870 - AUG 5 1948) 
Eles L "Left" WOOD (NOV 1873 - ) 
Calvin Lafayette WOOD (OCT 13 1878 - JUN 1 1954) 
Eldridge B. WOOD (FEB 1879 - ) 
Lafayette WOOD (MAY 188 l - ) 
Hillary WOOD (DEC 8 1882 - ) 

Notes (Individual) 

Notes (Family #1) 

Sources 
1. Wilma Hiatt 3265 Spainhour Mill Road, Tobaccoville, NC 27050-9780. 



Wood's TV is a family business 
By MICAH MASSEI 

Staff Writer 
Bestselling author Gail 

Lumet Buckley once noted that 
"family faces arc magic mir­
rors. Looking at people who be­
long to us, we ~ee the past, pres­
ent and future." 

Such a description seems fit­
ting when speaking to those of 
the Wood family of Mount Airy, 
whose local Woods TV satel­
lite/electronics store has been 
an invaluable service for the 
good folks of Surry County for 
almost 60 years. 

"Everybody wants to sell," 
said co-owner Michael Wood, 
·'but it seems nowadays. no­
body wants to 'service· any­
more. We want to provide a 
good service to people." 

Michael. along with his 
cousin, Tycho Woo<l Jr., inherited 
the family business, which began 
as a small operation out of the 
garage of both the men's grandfa­
ther, Etncst Wood in 1947. 

"Woods TV started out on 
Rockfonl Street in 1947 out of 
my grandfather's garage by (my 
uncle) Woody Wood,'' said 
Michael. 

"In 1951. he moved out of 
the garage and onto Willow 
Street. 1\vo years later, · it 
moved to the comer of Worth 
and Rockford (streets), where 
for a while it served as Woods 
TV, a grill. a bus station, a taxi 
cab service. a gas station and a 
Nash card dealership - all un­
der one roof:· 

For the next LS years, 
Woody, Tycho Sr. and Michael's 
father. Mack, operated all of the 
respective businesses. In 1968. 
the men shifted their primary fo­
cus of business towards televi­
sion and electronics. 

"Electronics - that was the 
trend," said Mack. "It was an up 
and coming thing, and we went 
after it.'· 

With a new change in focus 
towards selling primarily elec­
tronics. Woods TV also would 
experience changes among 
those operating within the local 
family business. 

"Tycho Jr. and I have built it 
up," said Michael. who shortly 
after graduating from The Uni­
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill in 1980. joined Ty­
cho Jr. Wood Jr. in beginning 
the third generation of Woods 
TV family owner~. "I've basi­
cally worked down here since I 
was old enough to pick trash up 

"Electronics - that 
was the trend. It was 
an up and coming 
thing, and we went 
after it." 

Mack Wood 

in the parking lot. I wanted to 
continue the family tradition." 

Double-majoring in political 
science and studio art, Michael 
first looked for work within the 
field of city administration. but 
eventually opted to continue do­
ing what he's always loved to do. 

"After graduating. I was 
looking for a job.'' said 
Michael. 

"At that time, I was wanting 
to be in city administration -
which has helped me greatly in 
running a brn,iness. (because) 
city administration works a lot 
like a business degree. I was 
look mg for a job, and I got a job 
at Woolco, doing something I 
loved doing and knew about -
selling electronics. 

"I took my experience at 
Woods TV and used that there 
in how they gained business 
and worked selling electronics 
and TVs. I was selling TVs and 
thought. 'Why not do it for my 
dad?"' 

As Michael and Tycho Jr. 
continue the family name and 
business, as well as what's easi­
ly a notable local business land­
mark, both men affirm satisfac­
tion in finding success from not 
only a business standpoint. but 
also in receiving the respect and 
admiration of those in their 
family for whom they·vc "taken 
the reigns from" in continuing 
the family tradition. 

"I think they've done a qual­
ity service:· said Mack. "When 
we all got into it. we all had a 
purpos; to want to provide the 
best to the people of Mount 
Au, A lot of fath~,, have 
passed their businesses 10 their 
sons throughout the years, and 
I'm proud to say that Mike and 
Tycho Jr. have built it up and 
have really done well with it.'' 

"Family is important. just 
like the community is impor­
tant," added Tycho Jr. "We feel 
hke we·re not just another busi­
ness in the community, (but 
something) that's really a part 
ot the community." 

Micah Massei/The Mount Airy News 
Originating from the garage of elder Ernest Wood in 1947, Mack Wood, left, Michael Wood, Tycho Wood Jr. and Tycho 
Wood Sr. are among those of the Wood family who've continued the family's legacy within the local business main­
stay for nearly 60 years. 

Micah Massei/The Mount Airy News 
Woods TV Co-owner Michael Wood, works hard from his desk 
on yet another busy morning at the local, family-owned satel-
lite/electronics business. / - / - :l.. /) If) 0 

Submitted photo 
Shifting its focus towards selling (primarily) televi­
sion sets in 1968, Woods TV now offers televisions, 
satellite dishes, as well as other electronics. 
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Confederate soldiers remembered 
Our cm,federate AIIC£'Stors 

huried in Cumhcrland. Putnam. 
Van Buren and White counties. 
listing a rew in Jackson. On:rton 
anu Warren Counties. isa\'ailahlc. 
This hool.. is a four-year pn~ect 
or the Cupiain Sall} Tompkins 
//2123. llniteu Daughters or the 
Confcdemc) chapter. to honor 
the 200th hirthday of Gen. Roh­
ert Edward Lee. in 2007. 

Th is hard cm·er. 325-JYdge 
hook. contains information on 
more than l.200 Confederate sol­
diers. Most are huried in these 
·• urious counties or the lipper 
Cumhcrland regil'>n. This in­
duues locurion or huriul with 
photo of the tomhstonc. if arail­
ahlc. photo l)f the solider. hirth 
and death dates. units of scn·ice 
to the ('()nfeden.ue States. Home 

PURCHASE. 
W h i t e 
County 
Executive 
Herd Sulli­
van makes 
one of the 
first pur­
chases· of 
Our · Con­
federate 
Ancestors 
from Pame­
la Wood. 

in hard cover book 

DONATION. Cathy Farley (center), director of White County Public Library, accepts a donation 
of the book Our Confederate Ancestors from Martha Sue Broyles and Pamela Wood. 

Guards or Civil Service. 
Chapter mcmhcr Margaret Cordell is a descendant of Capt. 

Samuel Joseph Johnson. a survivor of the -Immortal 600 listing 
of information is included on the mcmhcrs of the Immortal with 
tics to Tennessee. 

A list or chapter memhcrs. living and deceased, and informa­
tion on their ancestors is included, no matter where their ances­
tors li,cd. served or arc huricd outside the Upper Cumberland 
Region. 

Our Confederate Ancestors is available for $45 plus $5 for 
shipping and handling. An order form may be found on the 
Internet site of Southern Lion Books. A bonus offer has been 
added on the book .. Confederate Orphans" ,which also includes 
short stories of this region. with copies of this book added at $12 
soft co,,er and $22 hard cover, as long as they last. 

All checks need to be made to Capt. Sally Tompkins #2123 
UDC. For more information contact E.H. Parsons, P.O. Box 
1001, Crossville, TN 38557-1001 or Martha Sue Broyles, 1735 

. McM;nn,mcJy. Sparta, TN 38583. 

,~~, 
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SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX997 

DOBSON, NC 27017 
http://juliemorrison.com/surry / 

June 2, 2004 

Betty Schwier 
516 East Townview Circle 
Mansfield, OH 44907 

Thank you for your letter dated April 28, 2004 regarding Elias Wood and bis father 
James Wood. We are very sorry that we did not find information on them in our 
files. We emailed several Wood researchers but they did not have information. 

James Wood is found on the Surry County, NC 1830 census probably soon after bis 
marriage. He is 20-30 years old and the female in the household is 15-20 years old. 
He is listed next to Peter Wood who is 50-60 years old, female is 50-60 years old and 
they have two others in the household (probably children), a male age 10-15 and a 
female 5-10. Perhaps Peter is the father of James and James has just married and 
living near bis parents. There are two males by the name of James Wood listed in 
the 1835 tax list in Surry Co. One James Wood is paying I white poU tax in Capt. 
Stanley's District. There are Butcher families in this district also. The other James 
Wood is listed as son of Thomas Wood paying only 1 white poll tax in the Rockford 
District. 

The 1850 Surry Co. census listed James' wife as Leviny, son Henry, son Elias, son 
Aaron, son Moses. You stated be married ? Butcher. An Elizabeth Butcher 
(six months old) is listed living in the household next to James Wood. This 
household's names and ages are confusing as you will notice on the copy you have. 

You may wish to write SCGA members Rita and Chester Mayberry, 3900 Glouster 
Dr., Lexington, KY 40510. I tried emailing them but the email address was not a 
current one apparently. They research Wood and Butcher families. 

We will be happy to put a query in our fall journal for you and maybe you will get a 
response from the query as it will be posted on our web site. 

Thank you for all the information you sent on these Wood men. We will add it to 
our files in the research room. 

~ ~)J. 
Wilma J . Hiatt 
Research Committee 
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i'/000 
DEA~r11s 

No ...... 07.4 . ....... .. 
Received ... M~Y. 6 , ... l.~.2.6., ....... ............. ....... . 

Name .. .Eli.os ... Ho.od, .. ... . ........... Sex . ..I~1f:ll .e .......... Co/or.JJhJt~ ... ... . 
Town or Township ..... JJ.ni.on .................... .... County .. Mi.:;1;1\L.: . ..... . 
Married . ..... ............ Single ........... Widowed .. ... .'.le . .... Divorced ............... . 
Age .90.-5,.,.18 .... Occupation ... .. .llur111 fJI'. . ... .. ..... ... .. . ................. . 

· y· . i ·o D Ilov 12 1835 . B1rlhplace ........ .J.Jr.g .lA~, .. , ... .... .............. ..... ... ... ate ........ ~ ...... , ............... . 
Name of father. Jnmcs . ~'./o.od ,.... . .. . . .... Birthp/ace., JJ. .... QJ!X.9.1:.JP.P • 
Maiden name of mother ..... . I1tl.f;$~ £.p.Jcp..~~ .. ................................. .... : .. 
B irlh place ... :.· .. R •... Co.ral ino... ... . . ..... ... .. . . . ....... .. .. . ... . ... . .. . ... .. 
In form'lil_nl . .vi ill .ism ... W o.o d.., ... ...... ...... ... Address .. L~. ur.~ , .. R,.l:{ .•. //:.1 .. ...... . 
Dale ofdeath.Ap.r.il .Z-0. , ... lQ.2f?.~ ........... Cause ... ~.~ri.:i-J.$ ... H.~.~.r.t~ ...... . 
Place of buria/ ... .PJ..eos.a.nt .. Hill. ~ .. Oll.J.o .•. Date lr1?.Y ... ~., .. J;1.g(? .......... . 
Undertaker ... . C ... .. H" .. Hol c ,. ... .. ... .. . . . .. .. . Address .. )ef3.t ... Milt.9.P. , ... .0 !' .. . 

Physician ... D .. .. \'I .... Shellob.ur.gnr ~ .... Address .. 'J?.9. t.~~5?1)1., ... Q):iJR.! .... . 
IU.ol> 

--------.... ....... ... .. ~ -· .. ---~, 

~(Q)[p)W 1 
• --.· .,: .. ·,,~ . r,. ... .~~- '·'- - · ·--,-----.---

WOOD DEATHS 

Reg. Dist. No. 8 7 4 Prim. Rtg. Dist. No. 5331 File No. Reg. No. 17 ,. 
City, Village or To1"11Ship Uni on :.I: Miami County, Ohio 

Full Name .Ali Ce Ii O Od 
Sex Female Color \'ih i te Marital Relation hiarri ea 
Name of Hu,band or Wife Eli as n O O d 
Agt: Years 6 7 Month, 3 Days l Hours 

'Datc of Birth .Uec . 22 , 1848 Oaupation HO Use W if e 
Bi,thplaa Xenia, 1 O 
Name of Father 1hornas McDermott Birthplaa Unknown. 

Maidt11 Nam( of Motl:cr Unknown C1Jir1hptau Unknown 
Place o{Burial .rl ee.sant Hill, 0 Datt Mch 26, 1916 
Physician D. w. Shellabarger 
Unde,ta~a W .o .Williamson 

Add,m Potsdam, 0 
Date o{Dttsth Mch 23, 1916 

Ca1m of Death "°'ng ina Peete riB 
Suonda,y La Grippe 

Registrar J . Edwin Jay Date Rmivcd Mch 25, 1916 

,. ----
~ Note:Cn Elias ' death certificate, William Wood ( son o~ Elias) said 

that Elias"-~er 
In the 1880 Census 

was born in Virginia . 
1· ,. 

, Elias said that hi-s father was born in 
i'~orth Carolina . 

On Thomas ' (son of Elias) death cert . it states that Elias 
was born in West Vir~inia . 
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.com - 1860 United ~tates t-eaera1 c:/nsus 
I • l - 811...,- I . I\.L., L.f -0 

I • , -- )' . 

I 860 United States Federal Census --f{ousehold of James Wood 

Name 

James Wood 

Malvina Wood 

Nathaniel Wood 

Moses Wood 

Samuel Wood 

' 

,. .,. -
. ,.... ') \ t. 

/. 1 , .-., - _.. C 
/I ¥ ... 

. . ~ 

' 

~rj/ /fl (p53 - tr: 1 

pd.-~ 3 7 f.o 

Age 
m 

1860 

46 

46 

20 

11 

5 

Estimated Birthplace 
Birth 
Year 

1813 North Carolina 

1813 North Carolina 

1839 North Carolina 

1848 North Carolina 

1854 North Carolina 

1 ci5~ , v• , 
I .,,_ -

About this database 
ft New states added this week: ~ 
infonnation below 

Race Home in 1860 Gender ' 
(City,County,State) C 

South Eastern Male 
District, Ashe, North 
Carolina 

South Eastern Female 
District, Ashe, North 
Carolina 

South Eastern Male 
District, Ashe, North 
Carolina 

South Eastern Male 
District, Ashe, North 
Carolina 

South Eastern /Y/d.J-, 
District, Ashe, North 
Carolina 

,' , 

.. ./sse.dU? &db= 1860usfedcenancestry&ct=9658588&hc=40&hid=2803 l 29&hh.fu= James&hhln=3/29/2004 
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Monnie Washington Wood 

A reception will be given in honor of the 100th birthday of 
Monnie Washington Wood on December 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Beulah Ruritan Building. The reception will be given by his 
children who invite all his family, friends, neighbors and the 
public. Gifts are not requ~sted. 

Mr. Wood was born to George Washington and Letisha Amburn Wood 
on December 28, 1894 in the Round Peak area of Surry County. He 
was the second of eight children, only one besides Mr . Wood is 
still living, a sister Mrs. Lola Wood of Mount Airy. 

Mr. Wood graduated from the "Old Beulah School" after 
completion of the seventh grade, which was the total requirement at 
that time. He was offered a "teaching" position following that but 
turned it down. 

A life of hard work has been the heart of the century of Mr. 
Wood's life. He lived on the farm and helped his father from birth 
to 1917. He and his bride, Bessie Brown were married in a buggy on 
March 18, 1917. He and his wife moved to the Wesley York farm in · 
the Beulah Community where he became a share cropper and began his 
own family. In 1924 the Wood family moved to Mount Airy where 
Monnie worked in the Mount Airy Furniture Factory for eight years. 
He recalls that his wages at that time was $2.40 per day for a full 
ten hour day. 

In the depth of the depression, he moved back to the York farm 
in 1932 and again assumed the role of a tobacco share cropper until 
1947 when he bought a 12 acre tract of land only one mile from hi$ 
home and built a new house. He has resided in the same residence 
since. Upon this move, Mr. Wood became a sawmill worker and was 
known as one of the best sawyers in the area. He worked for 
several sawmill operators in the area until he retired at age 70. 
His work life was still not complete as he began working for his 
son at the country store just across the road from his residence. 
He worked in the store until his son sold out in 1972 when Mr. Wood 
finally retired at the age of 78. An interesting note is that only 
two of Mr. Wood's former employers are still living, Henley Goings, 
age 86, a retired sawmill owner, and his son, who owned the store. 

His next years were filled with working around the house but 
most of all in helping take care of his wife who was in ill health. 
He watched over her and assisted her in every way until her death 
at age 91 in 1985 after a blissful marriage of 69 years. 

He still resides by himself although he is continuously cared 
for by his devoted daughter, Annie, who lives next door and makes 
many "trips" a day to take care of her father. 

He is very alert, reads a considerable amount, keeps up with 
current events by newspaper and television. His health is very 



good, however, he does have trouble "getting around" as his legs 
have gotten very weak. 

Mr. Wood has lived his entire life in the Beulah Community and 
has many memories. He has driven oxen and remembers a humorous 
incident once when one of the "steers" laid down in the road while 
pulling cargo and would not get up. He has driven a team of horses 
pulling a wagon across many streams that were frozen solid in the 
cold winters of the "teens". He purchased his first car "around 
1920" a T-Model Ford. He remembers the different names of the Post 
Office in the Beulah area from the time it was New London, to Round 
Peak, then Bottom and finally closed and mail came from the big 
town of Mount Airy. 

He has used tobacco since he was eight years old in every 
form--chewing, dipping snuff, smoking using tobacco straight from 
the barn and rolled into a brown paper bag, smoked a pipe and 
cigars. He still uses snuff continuously each day. He remarks 
that when I die, I guess people will say "Yes, tobacco got him." 

One of the darkest areas of his life was probably during World 
War II when three of his sons were in the military. His eldest, 
Brady, was killed in action in 1945 at Okinawa. 

He has lived under the administration of 19 presidents, and 
has voted in every election since 1912. His favorite President of 
all time was President Eisenhower. 

Mr. Wood's family today consist of one daughter, Annie Nichols 
who lives next door; three sons, Glen and John of Mount Airy and 
Leonard of Raleigh. He has eleven grandchildren, eleven great 
grandchildren; seven great-great grandchildren and three step 
great-grandchildren. 

Monnie Wood is living proof that hard work will not hurt 
anyone. He has always been known as one of the most reliable 
workers in the community. He has been blessed with good health 
having only been in the hospital "about three times" in his life. 

Many, many inventions have been made in the century of Monnie 
Wood's life. Living has changed from primitive to modern. Books 
do not do justice to talking to a person of this age and hearing 
him tell of life as it "really was" . 

Mr. Wood is looking forward to seeing many relatives, friends 
and neighbors during the reception in his honor. 

.• 
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Monday 4. Left fer Mt . Airy, reached Winston, and spent the night with my friend 
and classmate , Col . J. W. Alspaugh •. . . 
Wednesday 6. Tr veled 22 miles . Stayed wi. th Br other 1,ace, who lives near the 
I-ilot Mountain. 

Thursday 7. Reached Nt. Airy. Sto,pedwith Brother Prather • .tt'ound him and family to 
be quite pleasant . Formed the c,cquaintance of Rev . Wil liam c. rteid . 

l''riday 8. Called on Bro . Rei d. Visi ted Bro . l:!.lisha Banner and Jtev . W. Rawley. 
Saturday 9. Read and studied some . In the afternoon called on Bro . riawley. .found 
Bro . B. T. ~hel ton and lady at his house . 
Tuesday 12. Went to s~nd the night with Bro1.r(pberts, a local preacher, living 
in the country. 

Saturday 16 . Le~ }ft . Airy for Br o. t'ace~s . I passed a camp of the company of 
gypsies Rich passed through lV.tt . Airy last 'Ehursday . As soon q.S they said good 
morning, boss, I was bartered fer a horse trade . But I left them without any 
trading, or effecting any good . 
Sunday 17 ... . . £-reached at 1benezer from St .Jqhn 17: 20- 21. rtead the 11Ueneral .rCules" 
to the soci~ty, and gave them a talk. ·" 
Wednesday 20, Ro,ide a few miles . .l"ound a rough and J-'oor country. Took dinner with 
Bro . ~liley Patt erson I s family. Spent the night wit h Bro. Dan riaymore . 
Thursday, 21. .. . •.:.Pr eached at )v1t. Hennon . ."ead tre 'General .rtules" of our church 

t0 the f eople. • . • Spent the nightwi th Bro. A. Lewis •. ; • Found the country around 
m. Hermon ouite broken- somewhat mo,mta nous- -but now very rocky. Land not rich . 

, ~rid ·y 22. Pr eached at a schoolhouse, t hrough a regular ar pointment called Indian 
) Gr<>ves . 

(He read the "General ttules '' to all churches.) 
0unday, Jl. Pre~ched at 0Ak Gr ove to qui te a large and attentive congregation .. . 
Went home with Bro . Saunders, a Protestant Methodist pr e;icher . 
1P58 Febru-iry 
1 ueaday 2. Cihouds skirting around • .:>now on the Blue !tidge- -the mountain. vame to 
tv.t . Airy this morning . Stopped with Bro . .t!. . Banner. 
Sund'3Y 7. At 11 o'clock I preached at Lebanon from St . John l?, 20-21. Not mAny 
pers0ns out in consequence of the snow. r reached at candle- lighting, in ltt. l\.iry, 

from Heb . 4:9. ~everal persons out . 
Met up with old Bro. Ricks who I saw at a c ruiii:;-meeting on the .olue rlidge 

Mission in 1856. Bro. Hicks is a l ocal preacher on the ~urry vircuit. He told me 
that he w;is converted under tre preaching of 11/addle Johns:> n, the first l"lethodist 
preacher that crone through this country. He said thathe had often he~rd of the 
Methodist pre<' chers , and had rlways heard them r epr esented as f alse prhphets. 1:lut 
when they ccme in reach he was determined to go and hear them and aacordingly when 

Rev . Mr . Johnson preached in some five or ax milesof him, he was present, and under 
c0nv1ction before ~oing to hear him, andhad the horrors of hell so d~pictcd Dnd the 
beauties of heaven so portrayed, thathe could hold out no longer, Pnd f ell as a dead 
man , thinki ng that he was going to die . A fter passing c1 few days between hope and 
f ear , while lying upcn his bed of rest, meditating upon his condition ruid the mercy 

-,A-of God the Lord c:msed gladness to fill his soul and joy to spring up in his he.art . 
Feeling it his duty to mffer life eternAl through Jesus to others , Bro . Hicks 

sought license to prevch . All the time the devil t empting him on var ious po1nts--
brinc,inC7 his want of c1n educ:> tion t o his mind. . . (Bro . Hicks was licensed to preach. ; 
'Inu;sd;y 11. Quite cold • .but seven persons met me at bal em,~y ~ppoi.ntm~nt • .. . 
~eo~l e ~ot very cold . found here a new church though not completed, but it is, 
will be ouite r espectable. 
Sund~y lu. Ui~ not l eave Bro. Patterson's in cons~quence of bad heRlth and the 

snow . ... 
Wednesdi=ty 17. • . Mr. C. M. V anorsdcll presented me with my nmbrotype, which war; a 

good Pictur e . 
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2 
riday 19 •. .. Went to, and spent the night with, William w. Banner, an old school 

,1ate. 
' March 185P •. . . Told the people at Hollow Springs .. .. At Flat Shoals I pree.ched. , . . 

. exhorted a small congregation at New Hope . . • Spent part of the day with Bro. 
Needham who lP.bors on the .r·isher I s tliver hiss ion . 
Sunday 7 ...• Snow -?.bout three inches deep. Bro . Reid r:reached at 11 6 ' clock .. . 
I ~re~ched at night ... Bro . Reid gave us a very heart searching exhortation . Hnd 
also gave the citizens A talk abrut building a church . 
J"rndc1.y 8 . Snowed all last night and snov.ri.ng this rnornirt?;. J.hen it ceased-it was 
ab0ut eight inches deep , 

we SJ:E nt the day principally talking ab0ut building a church in Mt . Airy. 
iinally a while before night we succe<::ded in making a st·•rt in raising the money. 
Got ~1510 and the lot subscribed thfough a part of it was conditionally. I t 11ink 
the snow was providentially sent to detain Bro. neid in Mt. Airy to instrument:)lly 
in putting theball fully in motion . 

Bro. Reid and I took toa with }ir. n.obert liilmer . 
Tuesdiy 9 , ~ontinued the effort to raise money to bu ld a church with tolerable 

success . 
Wednesday 10. daised tl-B subscription for a chur bh to ~15.00. Bro. Reid left 
this morning . ("Bro. Reid" was Numa F. itei d , presiding elder.) 
ThursdAy 11. Preached at Salem from .. • to about 20 or 25 persons. Went home with 
Bro. &ldrew J. Satterfield, a nice man and has a nice frunily. 
Frid8y 12 . Pre~chcd at ~-Jhite rlains . 
1858 M.<\rch 
Sc?turday 13. Went to .ticsckford. This w.,,.s once the county town of uurry, but is now 
near the county line . J.~ockf ord is on the Yadkin rti ver, and is on a hillside . It 
lo0ks somewhat d.::·lapidi~ted. There is free church here. The Baptists have the 
ascendency. The old vourt House , now called a Seminary, is the neatest building 

, the nlnce . I s t opped with Bro . Nicholson . J.his is a pleasant family . 
l Pre~ched at cruidle-~ighting, from . . . A tolerable cnngregation . 
Sund~y 14. After riding 7~ miles I reached Siloam, and preached to a respectable 
and ::i.tteni/tive c0ngregation . Held class mee;ting and rend the 1Demer:i.l Rules". 
Went home with Bro . Jurney, a local de9.con. 
Tuesday, 16. §~~nt the day read:Lng . Visited Widow .tieeves and family in the 
evening and took tea with them • . . f~ent and spent the night with Bro. whit.aker . . . . 

'1}cnt the night with Bro . Nutt. 
Left Bro. Nutt 1 • i.n the afternoon, went down the Ararat, through 1ields 

. . ... (He tells of c 1;::·,~ing off brnnches off a fallen tree to get there, etc . . ) 
The main dwelling is v;ry comfortable . . . . . ... I shall not visit Bro . .ti'ulk again 
ti 1 he cuts a road t,, his house. 
'lpril 1858 
Thursday, April 1. .. done a little towru-ds a church in ht. Airy. 1'he ceause moves on 
but slowly. 
Friday 2 Done alittlc more towards raising funds for the church here. Visited 
Hen. GrRves' f~mily . (Baptised wife who was very ill. She died . ) 
Saturday 3 .. ~rc~ched at O~k Urove . 
Sunday 4. At 11 o ' cl,.ock pre:=•ched in Iv1t. Airy • . •. the fun<::ral of J.:lllen Victoria 
Allred, deceased, little daughter of Murphy Allred. Bro . Jesse "'"oberts !;reached 

OT' the occ.::tsi on 11 very appro::riate short SE.rmf"\n . 3 o'clock Bro . Reid preached. 
At c.:.ndle-lighting I proaceed fo:r the colored people from Eph . 2 :8. . 

lJ,onday 5. Attended the burial of a little by, son of Mward Banner .. Went out and 
spent the nigh; with }'fr. R • R. • Galloway. · persons . 
Tuesday 6. .'.:>pent the n:ig ht with Souire hoore' s family . }'reached at Lebanon to 9 

:dnesd~y ... \vent to, and spent the night with Bro. Morlin Sparger . 
.t•rid,1.y 9 . . . Pre:tched at vJlhi te Ploins t o six Tt>'e:'Sons . Creeks were up s or,1e in 
Cf'nSe(1uence of the rain that fell last night. The water rc!l1 up in rry buggy, mu 
crossin~ Stewart ' s Creek it sloshed a little nn the scat. 
Saturday 10 ..• Preached at uockford/ at cnndlt -lighting to nn attentive ~udience. 
Sunday 11 . Preached at Silorun. ....ormed a ;, ·bbath School. (...uite a lrrge and 
nttentive congregation . 
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1858 April 
bunday 18 , Pre;,ched at .l!.bcn1:.:zer . . _ 
'l'hursd:=1y 22 . Prc::ichcd at Mt . rtermon . F ormcd a Snbbath bchool . wa;, happy to meet 
up with Bro . Pcppc,,r, i::reacher on the P.'l{rick l;ircui t . Transcribed the clnss books 
frr }rt . Hermon and Indi:m ur"v~s . 
Sc1tufd~y 21.i . Preeched -':l.t Hollow .:iprin~s to five women :,nd two children. 
Sund:,y 25 . 1'l.:it ~hotls , Orgr,nized ~ 0.1bbuth ::ichcol. 
Tuesd..,y 27, Pre ·ched n.t N:.;; \J rlope . !'armed "' br.i.bbath uchool. . . . Pre.:ichcd at cnndle 
lir:hting -".t Bro . Akx 0."11.:'l.spie ' s . . . 
wcdn,3sd;-y 28 . . . Sr8nt th8 night with Brr . ·•. l:::lcrkc:b . 
Thursd'W 29 , .. . 1·0r th0 first time I saw trdny the "0i,..,mese Twins 11

• I hc?.d only 
o sli~ht view rif them, ns th0y were -1.ttending to bus::ness :1t the timo .:md so wns I. 
Th8y are nrit as l~r~e as I 8xpcctcd to see them . 

uaturd~y, 1'1:"1.y 1. Preach0d at O."k Grove to a sm:111 congregation . . ~vt:;nt to Hro . 
l"iitchell's for t1. ner , bu\. as r.is wite was nuout to .. r0st:nt him with.'.:!. son, or dough 
tE;;r I di.'i. not st ~y all night . .o.::ror e I got fur l met th0 doctor going to supurinten· 
the 1:rr,s -.::ntati n , but ht. was too l ".t8 l LJnrm,d s:..nce. 
0und1.y 2 . Preached at Lcbtlllcn from . . . field class m1:.~e ting md read thG ''jcnc;;ral ·'Ult..s ' 
to the socie:ty . 
WE-dne sday 5. vfcnt nut to Bro-. Gwyn I s :md spE:nt the night . 

. \ Frid,:i.y ? . '<~cnt to ' "ockford i ·: tJ-e forera.ocn, stopped wi th Bro . l'Jicnclson, c : lled on 
Y\ Br<' . J~me:s w, .l.i.<J.vis , whnse wife is sick . Bro . ~ . hoorc crrnc:: tc sec, ond.i spend the 

1.<." night with me . (June 1858) 
~ '-s:,,turday S . . . I h A.l'.'d hr . Li2ldw8ll (Presbyteri:'n) pre:ich in th(; 111('11:; .'l.cadc.my . 

Sunrl.;i.y 6. 8 o'clock '. //,'i,{/,' .1-1. , i'l. ·.1.'hc Pr 0sbyt0rinn minist-:..rs , G, .... ldwcll, .:>myth , 1•10ntl­
/1 grmr ry, held"' r.·r::'lyc.r mcctin~ which I atte nded. llo'clock. i'lr. C,ldwell pr0;-ict1ed 

~": f,r me at kb·-non . J c, ' clock hr . i·Jontg"mEJry pr e::ched :>..t ht . ri.±ty . . . . . They have 
, • ,1u1.y 1858 est. bli shed a small church in the plac e , 

"\ Thursd"'Y 2? . :.Pre:>.ched at Mt . n1:.rmon. Held cl.:tss meeting . I shot DL Vt..ry l "rge 
rl''i:.tlc sn.qk::: under Brc' . L .. wis' crib . Br0 Pepper rmd l<idy cr•m, "nd spent the. night 
with me . 

. Snturdny 31. Pr0.1ched O 1k Urove • . . L"rs:;e c0ngr&~ation . After preaching wcmt to 
'1'\ 1rr'lrt:1.t River md bnptis0d th.re...; pf.rsons--ono b,· imrnursion . Th0s1.;. Are the first 

:/'~"dult pflrs0ns I (:vcr br.ptisccJ, nnd r,f crurse the first imrr1t.rsing I over done . 
i ~ . su. nd,~y, Au~ust 1 . ~reached at SnlGm, at 11 0 1cloc~ thG fun~rnl of Bro . evens ' 
\ ti' ' ·1ct ,. :--,) C i l. , 

~ f l'Uf.l'USt 185R 
,<''. ihursd.1.y 19 . J.Jid not h·we mooting in tho d,:iy as but few p.,,rscns usu.'.!lly cc,me out. 

SC' I concluded to spent th. d.ny in ·"\SC,.;nding th~ not dd cilot l'1runt::.'.in with my 
fri1.nds iJodsrn rmr.?. '..,o.rr . I su})pos<:; abc.ut 9 o ' clock we , with Uharlie nnd little 
brumnie, st·-rted for the rinnacle ' s height . 'i'hc weather bei ng quite w- rm, ond 
P•ill!U'd Yillmore, the noble hor su that cnr ried Bro , '-'harlie 1 .1ce and 1 as far .:is 
we cr,uld well i:/.fi drivc,having b..::t..n in tho:: :i-asture for some ti1110 we hud to trav0l 
very s l ow. About one 0 ' clock dtor climbing over rocks , and ascanding staps .md 1 :-: d 
l··ctders vihich h '•ve be n pl.1cccl along the rugged nsce:nt of th;:; gronite i'innaclc we 
st0od .:ib,.,.ut eighteen hundred feet abrve the 1..vel of th-: waters of the beautiful ,.y 

.I, 

curv:i.nG'. .1.dkin . Th0r8 high up in the ntmosphcr t: upon one of tht: granite rocks , 
worn smooth by thE.. trea.ct of the hundrP.~o of visi krs t0 its inviting sumrni t to sc~ 
at .<"t ~l nee n vast extent of N · tm:·t.: ' s gr"lild ancl s0ul stirring works-- .1ftcr resting 
,, while cur wc ::.ry bodies ,"r.in ..;rsti nr, ;ir ound tht ,.ye upon th~ broad, beautiful and 
m:1~i ficcnt l ..,rldsc ,.pos tr,,.·.; .1:ing m""unt ins ;md the: m::ijcstic Blm: 1tirl.ge, we helped 
<'lln,e .Lv~c ti"\ 1 llnch.- -~1uch bistcr <:c c s0 kindly providc:d n!': 11nd drfl.wod from ..... nd 
ouaffed fre ,::, 1.t "f thE. sm::ll runlet which we h:cd fill.::'"t with min(,rru. w,:,.t~-r 1·rom 
hr . Gi 11 iii.Ill ' s snrin~ , n.:..o.r his h.0us.:.. • ,Jhil...: T,,.::. wer(. s "tisfying th0 de:111 mds of 
nntu1'I..: w<:' ~az0d intensely uprn1 Lho 9.:.u.c:d;,.ivm .tvi0.unt:=\ins which lifted th.::msclve::s enst 
0f us- - thc vcrd.mt l<-ndsc"pe,dott,;d with farms .:ind cl.wellings, m"i:ked with or,.:<ls . 1·c­
the ri~ht of Sau~wn hount::tins ns thL: dist..,ncc incrc.~sc:::s tre picturesque lru1dscapc 
se.ems tn heighten til it me ts .:md min~lc.s with the. blu( h -. 0v0ns, f orbidy(inrs the 
visirm 0f '"""n r<?,.,cbin<; furthr.·r, :md ::it th,: s ~m,. tim' causing the b.-holder tc 
f01l how finitc --h0w small--h0w circumscribed th::. sight even when upon the t-il. lcst 



( 

C 
C .. 
( .. 
[. 

\ 

"ccd Di JrY 1858 4 
pertks 0f G~rth . 

When our l.lu1ch Wi:'.S disp::1tchLd we comrne:nct::d r:unbli!"lr; over .'."nd .<\round th.: dizzy 
hci~hts ()f thE:: hnnaclc . 1·1s the eye is lifted t 01-1."rd th<.;· south-south west the sp:;rk­
lin14 W"'ters of the Y'3.dkin at different p1-.ccs mc. <:.t thG vi1::w . i.:,Jyond its r nlling 
riPple s the sr.uthwf;St, thE: Brushy 1v1n1:mt .... ins who blue. tinged tops shut c•ut all b, y(inr 

peer up t(') .:\dd t th0 grnndc:ur of sc i::1ne. 
11.s thCJ w,: st ;md northwest lies th0 sublim0 Blue l'lidge ddying the.: gaze . rJhJ. le 

upfln its side .n.nd top mny be., s een S;:"·"trks cf th\ woodsm"n I s roe .:md the. farmers 1 

ut.:. nsils, .:is if m'"ln was determined tr make eve ry spot cf th,._, world, h0w8VE::r rough , 
yif' ld tr his sur.mort . lJp,,n the who l ~, wha.t ,'1 sc enc ! ttow m.:i.gnifice:nt 1 • ,Jho cc1n 
st,'.'.n'i ur(m tho su.mmi t 0.f th..._ lofty mnunt "..in "nd vi\ w the gr::mdeur 0f surrounding 
scenery, :md n"t be impressed ,.ri_ th thu wisdrm .... nd pcwc.r nf N -:>.turc I s Gcd? 

1fc then desccndE::d t o br:se 0f the .l:'inn:1cl,., :md w-1lkcd nr und it to vie;w its 
tow~ring gr'"lnitc hoight. It lifts itself as if snm~ grent int~rn~l c ,)mmoticn shot 
it :ibrve th'- surrouncting :md other part of tho mount, .... in . 'l'hc1t time.: hd worn its 
surrnun'iin'":s driwn whih: it 0t.wds dcfyin~ the. p•,elting storm 1=md r <'.'l.g , n wind. One 
nf thes ~ th00rils is v0ry prob:,bl0 . 

Ll'tc in th:. , t 0rn0,...n we r t turn0d tn Br,.... . -..cc I s and h ,stunod to .DbL-n8
7

c.n." tc1 
wrrshi,- Go<l l,fhOS(' 1,r('rks we h ::id: been bchnlding ,"nd :i.dmiring . 

Soptcmber 185e 
l<rid-.y 3, Attcndc:i tc: sm'-' little r,1.:1ttc..rs c cnci.;rning th. .. church (1·1ount Airy) . ,.t 
~ o 'clock I with hiss Liht1.ttie t'rath..:r, 1l'hcm,1s 1'1 , , ra.tt'1L-r, and uiss rtGbc::ccc.. Llmmer 
st , rted to a c:unp meGtin.:, in wythe v o ., V::i. . :,{.; re:iched th-. t op d)f tht. Blue. !d.dge, 
ur. the Fmcy Gae, about an hr,ur :,1·ter d rk . 1..<e:: tr:w0lcd up th'- mountain ;.hich is 
five miles fr0i"! the b°i:1se: t r. thL t ot· w1. th no light but th~t ,~f t bc ut -,rs . 'l'hc road 
winds ar0und hollows .~nd r avi nes o.long high pr...:cipiccs :md tc•w{:.ring crcga. On <m e 
hrmd threntening r ocks h:-..n6 tlbove th1:: h<::ad, on the nth,;r th..: ripi:.ling rivul~t is 
he:-,lrrl fr·r ... number of f00t b0l,...w . v~..: s :-·ent the nif~ht with ivlr . 1·1itc 1:.ll who lives 
<'D the t0p cf the m,.,unt ..... in . He is quitu 1 clcvc::r m"n, t.-1k....:s plcnsure mr..king 
so,i ourns j~L ,'1.s~nt. 
Sriturd.·:ty 4. 1!.<irly this morning we l eft I'lr . Mitchell ' s, nnd pursued our j ourney . 
Be in'! under the imprt ssion th:1t CripplE.: Cre--k U.~mp Gr und wr1s in six or s 6vcn 
miles 0f ~Jythcvillc , "nd kw:iwing th.qt we cculci not re~ch this pl'"ICC tod·•y, we con­
clu'icd. t0 rsr bv w:::y ( f ,vythc. ville :1nd spen<l;t the night th(re . t1E, stopped nt Cart. 
R"'pr-r ' s cilld h"rl (')Ur horses f ed . ,Jl; h,"d .... snn.d, which Jv1rs. Mitchell g~vc. us . l-\br ut 
d~yli~ht <lrn,m t-1t, r 6..,ched ,jythevillc, md to r,ur nstrnishmc,nt md mf."rtificntion 
le ~'r'ned th,<1t wo Herc eiq;htaan or t1,•cmty milt:s fr(')m the: plncc:: of "'Ur dc.st1nQtion . !0 
.l2tor.pcd ~t thL- •,Jytheville Beuse ),opt by Hr . Cr0ckt;t . This is ,'.'1. ·, l 0.'1s"1nt hot,,L 

·v1.-1·y -.'.Ut:11Ll 1111 is ' id t ,.. ~uc...sts, t0 m,?.ke them c,..mfortnblo . 
Sunrl1.y 5. ,Ve h1.st0,1 c ::.rly th:i.~ morning f.-,r the c.:unp meeting . 1'h.-; r0.1.d T:lr-st 0f the 
w;,v w:1. s aui tc:: C; 1'0d . Th,. othc. r i ortinn w.3.s 0ui tu r()u<;h . I sup-'os ..:. it wo.s 1 o r clock 
when we r c "'tched the c "'J'!'l'Pgr, und . Jmi when We ;,rri ved ·1t th<:.. pl ' CG we vier'- /¢./j.f 
sflc.ily dis.<'-':>;:>ointcd . The. c~p- r.;r"und is right by the side of Cripple Cret.k, hennn0d 
in '"'n VL;rv si.dv 1.Jy 1n\'u.Ht,u.ns . Tho first vcicc we hc:1rd on nur :!rri val was th;:?.t <' f 
L,, y s , "will YC'U h V, yc:ur h,··rs1;; t : lh-·ri r. .'"l rC d?" Sc,r; ne n(' .<tf!l'~cu'MC(. of the: h:··rbor 
0r p1'<:.i<.: in~ I inouired f c-r the church. ""ome c n,._, pr. int;:,d rurth'- r on :m d 1cr css tho 
ere, )<, we d rovE ecr0ss, ·md to cur grf..at a,~tcmishment, we 1'r-:und ,:,ursclv1;s runong a 
number , f W'l.{.;ons, SE.!llin"; cilkcs, c ···ndies; etc. we then inquired for the proachcrs ' 
c:-rrp -md h..,d t.-. rec - cross th"- cre(..k t 0 f.J..nd it . J.'innlly W(:. succeeded in finding the 
h "'rb0r and wr,rship was w~j_ng . ••e sent f , r the pr0.3.chcr in ch,".rge. He cr.un~ <'Ut. I 
intrr.duceri mys0lf t0 him . But .:1.s the Sr.tcr.::m(;mt l">f tht- Lord I s ciu])per was 1b• ut t o b1;; 
,"'.dminist,.:red, hC:: C"Ul:l nr•t immedi.2tely ;,.ttend t0 us . 'l'he:; L,<li0s ncre ,'.l •• C()nun0Jc1t €d 
::it Br0 . P0rtor 1s t t..nt . Wht,n the Sncr 1m<.mt wns 0vc.::r Hro . ,,Jnrluy c me t o m, again ru:l.d 
c c1rried me int() th ;: r i:. acht rs I tent and intr0duced me: t o Bro . bcGccr cf the 1:1.;--rirn 
Circuit . ... . . . . . 

M0ndcy 6. Cripnk Creel<. I prt:nchcd the first s0rrn, n frnm LUBe 16 :23, .. 
Br,.. . Kerr Pre.<J.chcd at 11 ·"' 'clock; Brn . T0rb~ll :1t 3: Br · l M~rlcy "t night . .... . . . • 
TuPS·i "-Y 7. W1. left tht.• c "!!tp me.Jtin~ :~n rl went t 0 ~1ythcvilk . Here I mc;t up with my 

fri oni Mr . Jn.s . :·~ci,i , :icr. . . • • • This is 'l nice M<l grN1 .. ng tNv-n . Jhun the:: improve-
m<:nt n:::·1 is r.rogress -.re Cl"'!J11ploted <'nd nth--r str e-ots fille:l r,ut it 1:ill be , brg(:. 
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• , il< ,"\ Wood Dinry - 1858 t 
~~~ 
~ ,md beautiful town . Tho 'knm:ssee and Virginic1 .1. 1i1 .tto<:d runs by th.is µl."CL . 

~) ·v.cdnc:sd "'Y 8 . ,10 tr;wol0d tm-w.rds N. G • .1s far .~s Hillsville , the county site: 
·,/,/ c:f Carr"ll C<' . We spent the night at n.r . Nalkc.r 1 s bntC;.l. ti,:; is oui te n clc:ver 

m,m and hes D. plct•sa11t f "_mily. 
Thursday 9, ~Jc reached i•it . ld..ry , 3} o ' clock, .r' . N . .1.. hE: ride down tre mr,imtnin_w 
was d0li r:-htful. 'l'h,' scenery was beautiful. t..Jpon thE: whole we had a plc.'.'1.Silllt trip . 

'· Sunday 12. PrA.yer meeting -:?t uak Urov(;: . At 4 p . M. I prt..ach<::d at LC::b,:inon th"" 
funt r 1.l of s"'me a- lorui p,.::rscms, docE;ti.S(:d , "pd1t th , .. ni.rht with .t!.dwnr d .lj nncr . 

Werln, sd:>.y, 15 . Llcif Gr,·v0 . I freachcd at 11 o ' c l ock , . . ,. .. ur 0r vi8 W(;;rc: p l t.:>ding 
f"'r mercy , At c1ndl1:: - tightin1, ·ne j0incrl 0ur church . orn . rtinshnw J;rE:"ched . I 
fc llowed with :'l:J .~. xhort -:iticn . But tw0 r.r t hree gc,t down t 0 b& pr::iyed f o r . I then 
for b.,ck' sli ders rn<l c0ld hc;u-ted Drofess,rs, ;in<i. s E..veral c,mc f0rw:1rd , .:md other 

sinn.::rB scd<insz life M 'l sltlvaticn . .1. he:n I t 0 ld :ul who W,"!nted tr· be.. made h.1p:oy t r, 
i;rt ·ht,m :1 nct bc.,.in tr rr:i.y . "11 the prc:fuss0rs C'f r8ligirn knelt dc\m , 1'hc Holy ~ 
Spirit H0S Poured ,...ut , .1n:t such n time ('\f re,ioicin:-; ::mcl shoutin~ i sc qrc-ly every 
sar.;r in 1.11 my life . 0ix or seven p, rscms were c0nvcrted, s1:.v0ral br:ck- sliders were 
recl .1.imcd, ·m1 others were cryin~ for m_-rcy. 

J0hnny Br0'!>(er, "' little b0y .qb,,ut thirteen yerors 0ld, w::i.s "- b , ight convert, but 
l'lfter his c nnv r .si0n he becmne:: 1. successful E:.Xh0rter and instructnr nf DGnitents . 
Hr w:i.s instrumental in <•ettin·- thrc<. r;r f 0ur dnwn UJ.,on t he ir knees t (\ ~ay for 
pt>rfl()n "nrl ·-· 2 '1CE,. !"ne, he <:1nd r,tbe:;r little br,ys, ~d who W'lS himself a little b ys, 
<'.nd wh,... W<'.~ himSL;l f -a littl,:: b0y, J.crsu:dcd t0 such r ... li:,:i rns, w1.s c ,...nverted to God . 
Ul0rirus timo in.1.ee:d . 
Oct0blr 1858 

"un·lay 10 . Hocki'c-rd • .l:'re~ci'lc(! .J.t 11 o 1clcck th1., fun._r')l o:t s ,;ne c0lcred 
pcrs0ns deccnsed . 

Bro . Nich0lson 1s Yif.: was conv1;,rted in her r 0om ,'1bout raidnight . l'c:Jay, .. :ne 
y0ung lqdy j0incd th,. church. 

These items were in -dvertantly omitted from t his co~y . One has to scan to get any 
items of interest . 

J:in . 27 . Took supi:er with Gen Gr,3ves whose son had just brought home his wife . 
Nonday 8. Went and s j",ent the night with Bro . hugh Gwyn and family . 

June 4. ~o . Needham baptised six persons for me , four of: them were i rrunersed. 
Thurs·. 5. Visited ~Jith Brother Needfaam and an a.ffliceed young lady, ..,ister 

l":.argaret Patterson . 
July JO. Quarterly conference was held at 8 o ' clock . Bro . Avent preached, Bro . 

.t:larrini:_;er preached at 11, at 3 Bro . ,.'ush, a.t c andlelight Bro . rleflin . 
Tues . 31. Salem . Bro . ~Jheeler preached at 8 o ' clock . Bro . rteid at 11, Bro . 

Avent at 3, at candlelight Bro , neflin . 
August . Thurs . 2 . Our crunp meeting closed this morning . It resulted in the 

conversion of about 50 souls-- 28 white , 3 colored. 



~food )ie_nr (continued) 

(In 1869 Hr • . ,Jood t-ias again stationed in r•.ount Kiry . He does not tell any · 
church business of note . rtis entries are mostly 11read a little 11 and a list of -oeople 

0 t:1ham he ,.rrote letters . belot·i , I h.:.ve jotted dm·m S"'me names ·.,eople in 1•1ount 
-iry might be interested in . ) 

Dec. lf-'68. 1'ues , 2? . - eft r,iy father I s this morning for tount -··iry . :leached rti~h 
?oint just before night··. 

,,ed . 23 . Rer.ched old .ialem about 9 o ' clock this morning . i<'ound that the hack between 
.:>alem and 1,ount iry has stooped, so I hild to hire a ·:,rivate confeyance . 

~ 

'ihurs . 24. Traveled to John .orth I s-- ;Jbout 33 miles from .ins ton . 

Bri. 25 , H.e s.ched :·.ount -~-iry abou:t 12 o I clock . -'t,)::-ced ·,,Ji th ,."illiam i·'.: . .canner . 
~uaker lady "9re:'.-;hed in town tonight . 

5~t • ..;ined at m. ~ray ' s . hoved to !"ll'S , ..:,usan canner's in the') , m. to bo.:-ffd , 
----.:..ttemded .J. children 1.s p:::rty at J • .i."rank Graves , 1~s : . 

leb . 7. Visited 1·.:rs . German ri:iyr!ore i~ho has lost her eyesight and has uartisll.y 
los"L her mind . 

nt to -·~urlin 3()"•rger I s . ~-'reached :H, Ja.iem . 

Sun . i·:·,r. 21 . ?reec:1ed the f ·.mt=ral ser~1on of l ·i te ~lisln ...,a:r.ner • 

. '.:1r . JC. Ji:3itec. ,!rs .. ·ur··hy --11red ·1ho is sick . 

,·,eni,i'Jns 1·'.rs. :.ood, Jo}1n .::',;mner· 

.-1..·,·r. 6 ,·..&rriec.i Jose·h rl , -'itting and Virginia .c ::ollfogs'.::orth 

s•·Gr . 1S . .)ilos.:-:. anci. dined :-!ith ..,ieter ,:teeves . 

Visited ···rs L~ ·11 o·,:Pc,, ~nd f•·rs Jerr,r ~:illrc~ • ~~~-""'" . _ t;;, ..... .. • t ' • 

Larr:'..ed Ch rles , , :.,hlmiate and .,lvina ··-:>rrGJ.J. 

,tte-;-.ded 1·.iss i,izzie ' s concerr, in the eve::-:ing • 

..:ipent. day ~t .,iliiam .. . i •ii U1hell Is 

July l ; 69 . ~.'.!io ·.ftern.'.)on fr0r,: l}:) to 150 ·:-;E:rsc:is, r:.en, :;or.!en .:1nd child.ten passed 
through .. ·mnt .. iry 0:1 their :ay tG Utah. The~, -.;er: le2.ving this (..,ur:ry) 0unt~r . 1-.o~t 
of t'.",e:-: :1 ,sve jcined t!,E ,·.ormons . 

->oem, c2y ith ,·.urlin _.., :·rger 

July 1.3 .·.· rried ,.·":m ~· . J.;:vis :,no i.iss _. ,ti,ie !." :--.ner . 

(nr1::--,ched [ !t :;aJ.em , u::::.k Grove) 



• . ' "' . ( . . ) , ~. ,- ~·r .oro .Jl,'::ry co. ·c::.nue-1 .1.':,:,:;, - f.J 

_.i. . l . hey T..o~d me hoi,, old t.hey ,.-ere 1-;hen they c,,.me to t his countrv, and iJhen 1::1ey 

1.n:,:i , ... ey ::re kind ,:!nd ,mtertaining . ) 

·"ilf . ?7 , P·:;9 . Father thcks preached for me at night at 001k Grove . 

2, . . , 
. ' 1P69 . \Tisi ted i>Jrs . Gallo1·ray who died at 2 o 1 clock D . m. 

J.)s;nt day · i th -·ir . ~ugh V'tftJn • 

.. 1s :L . ~ . ....:ilmer and __;r.1rri8s school closed today . 'fhey g ~ve tht girls :: p:arty toni ght a;:, l 'l!' . b.rnner 1 s , 

1·'.1e .Jebbath scnools i n 1·.ount _.,.i r y and .'.;a1em met tod,3y and had a very nice 'Cl:i.cnic . 
:·.r . fr.,,n!( ur ::ves, £:,sq . made the children s:1or t talks . 

z.::rriec. .,:n . e . .ueJmer, son of :!-d .1 . and 3usan banner to 1',i ss i':ontana (?) --11red, 
dsu;;n1:,er of .Juttle and ..:.liza 01.llred . .'ilso I married 1\e=1h ( ? ) .drown to .delina hcCinless , b~th color ed • 

. ·.:::!":'."ied uen 1·,eil:_i_ and Nargaret F'ulton, both colored, at arsonsge , 

E'eb . 2? , l/ 70 . ~·iarried r-:cr, . Cu. :.'!ling h 3hort to l'!iss Juan Nrmnie :hnes . 

,·.

0

-r . 2.:> . : 70 . l·!arried ,.,i lliam G- . ~·oy and 1·.iss .lice Benner this morning at 11 . 
J. :-::-..s afternoon at 3 o I clr,ck I attended a ·pnblic meeting at the c rch to see 
ae;ou,:, enclosing the gr::.veyard . 

1·.3rrj_ed J,ym l"l , .;;arger·to i·iiss 1'.atilda .)m_ith ( 1 hur s . i',ay S) 

.c r ec. c ?'led :;t night for the colored Decnle in ,·Jt • .cir:; , l\!eedmore .Jt . from ist .)am . 12 , 23-24 . 

,tart ed at 11 o ' c l ock in cml: lany Hith E • . J . l.e1·1is, B. Y. Graves , Hiss .l'1innie 
.•.rmstrong, ntss 3allie Pickett, 2nd my fai11ily t o 1:.op of Dlue .!'tidge . Jtr--oned 
1:it!'! Jsmes i·.itchell. 

July 7, .·..ts . ..:,lizabeth )a~·1yer died. 1·.ember of churc h for LiJ ,Ye::irs . ...ged 67 • 

.:>un-:iar 2!:i .:ie t . 1·70 , Dr . hiles .loy pre ched at P o ' clock . 

. d " t •• 1 l'~\ • • 1· • I~ I-.arr :ce v -"~-· • tin ey , J 1:,0 l',1ss .·.!Q J.1e ~·wyn . 

1..-.~rs . c..:ec . 15. "eni:. to .t'akick Go . tn marr y ,. 'lliam 'l' . Gi.1Jner to hiss ·~ora .'. , hoore . 

• 



( In 1868 and 18c9 Hr . flood i,ias again stationed in 1~,ount Airy . He does not 
tell much church business of note . His entries are mostly "re.,; d a little'' , a list 
of : eode to whC'ln he wrote letters , his garden, the people he visited . However ,. 
he took time to get married again-- his first wife whom he had married around 1859, 
had 1ied in China. This time he married a iv1ount Airy school teacher ;,ho did not 
live long either . '!'hen he married a widow who did not live here--all three. 
ma.rri2~'=S ·,,,Ere' ma.de 1,;hile he was static-ned in 1•!ount "'iry.) 

·rrurs . 9 (Jan . ) 1868 . Col.· AlsDaugh lrindly sent me to l'fount airy. Left .Jinston 
a little qfter 12 ·O ' clock , and rode eighteen miles to i'Jr. N. L;;lton 's .· I d0 not 
tri~~ I h · ve ever had a colder ride • 

. Fri. 1° . Very cold day. ,"t2ached Ht . Airy about 3 o ' clock !- • rn • . Sto -~;ed with 
Lr . 1

1-att Banner . Found my friends in the . lece i,;ell. 

Sat . 11. ;~ttendea meeting of the has0nic Lodge . (?reached at Oak Grove . ) visited 
J·.r s . fi=o· ·er I s . 

J::,n, 16 . (Visited Bro . Mitbhell ' s) . Bro hur hy Alln:·d ' s to s :end the night. 
Held a meetin~ of my ste ards this afternron . 

Fri . 17 . ,,ent h,·,me i·ii th bro l 1',er lin .:.ii: arger , },,:, miles from 1•!t . Air·r and in 
tbe nei::rhborhocd of Salem Lhurch . 

(i::lelo,: Bre just jott ... ngs . b:to . James ~1 arger ' s family . .tre~ched at 
:.alem . Visited irJin . Jv1 , .t:Sanner ' s , El L. Banner ' s , 'lhos . ~-J. rrather and family , 
Rcbt . :}ilmer . . (enewed'Nrs . J. v~. Brower ' s subsc:bi'r.,tion t0 the 11 1!.]iisco al l''!ethodist . 11 ) 

Feb. 1968 . ha.rried John ~,J . ;;,:person and .!:.lizabeth King , both from t'atrick Go .. Va . 
Tc .! ohn rat er son ' s and spent the night . ~·,ent I~ me with Andrew J . ::iatterfield . 
. ,ufus .1.o~rts . went 0ut four miles tr. ifogh Gwyn, Lso •. went to .John banner 's. 

Tr.urs . 3n (A~ril) :?.ode five miles in the cnuntry this morning tc se(c Morris 
In.man wh0 is c-.1i te sick of r neurnonia . 

!·• 3y Y' . In the .. ft&rno r·n went u to S::lem, and held a church tri::.l. I!:x r el led 
1'-rs . Levin?. Collins for slender; and John Tyler brdth for P-amblim1, . 

-J ,..,.. (J \ 1 .C'n _.ay t' ,·, une , 
S.<ct . 11 . 

I married F'r;;.n.k L . I-ioore and rt .d:hel .1:, , banner . 

(July) .-Je had a thunder cloud last ni 0 ht. Lir:htning struck the church in 
i·!t . . -\.iry d r ing c nsiderable dama,:,-e . 

er lnrer:l . . 
SC'lemnized the rite s of matrimony bet· 1E·en John Jt,.oore and Hannah LFvidson , 

:cr.n :.etterfield et ba.lem. Clemniline (?) o?tterfield diE-d most trium, hantly . 

18c8 . ,>"!-t . Tues . ) , 11.:0ved to hrs . busan Banner ' s this morning 'to beard . v~ent 
~ever.a l hours in the al terncon in the church whc are making a. ul it ana an "'ltar . 

Thurs . ~e t . 10 . :~ent to colored eo, le 1 s ~r: veyard , near 1•1t . Ai ry , to bury a 
litt le n~~ro boy who died ye terdo;{ , 

,,,,., 1 ter Creasy licensed t c .. reach . 

?.evival. .Sert . 23 . Dr. Closs, Bro . Needham. 1-'reached tc colored . 

Oci:. . 1a68 . ll1• J ncob ,l. Brower, ~~-q. died about 8 o ' clock ; . m. tie 1··as a 
usef i.l man , c onstant membrr cf the H. l . Church, ::ruth at Cak Jrove . No IT!c>.n 

:-·a s ever more missed in i:iny crrmnuni ty th:m he 1-:il l oe . ··e has dcne e -rent 
dEfl f e r this secti~n of the country . 

II 



1 . The f•.meral r-f Br" . Bro1:er t"c·k rl2ce this afterno0n . He was buried ,·:i t,h 
.. a::cnic hcnors. There was a very l;irge concourse of ~ er-!, le .resent . 

F.,..i . lt . r-ttended the Hascnic c0IT'.nittee meetinP- on the death of Bro . Jacob ,, . 
.dr--wer . Visited the bere ved f:Mily . 

l?( r. . lfrv . 10 . 
at ni'rht .. 

P.ttended to some business of the crurch. lJr . Foy r rf:ach!::d fr,r us 
1uter r.eec.hin~ we held another . arsonage meetinfs . 

1-!rv . l;j . t f('ur o 'clocJ, I ba~tize-d tic- cclon.d ers'"lns and took these into tr.e 
crur<..h , Dr . .. ,ee.d eeacned a fine se-rmcn at night . 
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1870 Wood Diary (Taught in a male DCademy) 

January 1870 
Saturday 19 (February Henry(?) Spar ger ' s youngest child , }fary Elizabeth, 

died t.hj_s mornig at 10 o 'clock. She was two years and most three months old. The 
child fell in a kettle of water last. Thursday and got so badly burned that she died. 
Tuesday 22 . Taught all day. In the evening I marri ed l"tr . Cummings l-1, Short to 
fass Susan Nannie Hines . 
March 1870 
Friday 25 . l".arried William G. r"'ry to Mi ss E.liza Banner this morning at 11 o'clock .. 
This afte;.rnoon at 3 o'clock I attended a public meeting at the church t see about 
enclosing the graveya.rd. Taught the balance of the day. 
Sunday 11 . Attended Sabbath School in Mt . Airy and r eached. ~reached at Oak Grove 
at 3 o'clock . Frayer meeting in}~. Airy. 
Saturday 30 (Afril) Attended the meeting of the Agricultural Society of this rlace 
in the afterno0n . Planted 2n seeds of Chinese yams . 
Eay 1870 . Thursday 5. In the evening I married John H. Sr.a rger to Miss lvH:itilda 
Smith . 
Sunday 9. Pre-ched at night for the oo lored people in .f'lrt. . Airy, Need.more 0 treet, 
from I Sam. 12 : 23 - 24. 
Saturday lh . The sat,bath School in Iv.ft . Airy had a ver' ni ce pick-nick today in the 
Academy. It was a comolete success . }Jr . W. A. Graham, one of our school boys made 
us a very ~ood speech. The Salem Sabbath School also had a pick-nick. 
Sunday 15 . At 11 o'clock preached the funeral sermon of the late Mrs. Gallaway to 
a very lar~e aongre~ation . (Sunday School in the morning and preachin~ at Oak 
Grove at 3. Frayer meeting at night at 1"it. Airy. ) 
June 1870 · 
Friday 10 . Wrote to Dr . N. F . Reid, enclosing '!l'5 .15 for delegates to ueneral 
Conference . Attended ~uss Lizzie Gilmer 1s examination today and concert at night . 
Friday S. Rugust. Wrote to Gen R. E. Lee . 
September . Saturday 5. Went out to t he Flat Rock. 
Wednesday 14. Wrote en obituary of Jmn Sparger, ~aughter of ·william and Sarah 
Soar~er . 
Septe1;,ber 1870 
Tuesday 20 . Beautiful day. Started at 11 o ' clock a. m. in company with C. W, 
Lewis , B. Y. Graves , Hiss :tvunnie Armstrong, ~uss Sallie fickett , and my family to 
the tor. of the Blue RidP,e ?·fountains , via .fancy Gae ; and reached there between 
sunset and dark . Storped with James M.tchell , who lives in the top of the mo1mtaiP. 
at an el evation of .3n"5 dwwr above Norfolk . 
Wednesd.,w 21. We went out this mor ninp.: lim t he hi~hest point of E.lk Spur to ~ee th0 
sun rise . The scene was beautiful and grand . Then we went t wo miles east t0 Nr . 
Jviorris 1 and visited near his house a cliff of rocks known as the Devi.l ' s Den, 
recJched ht . Airy a little after dark . 
Sunday 25 . Dr . Niles F'oy nreached at 8 o 'clock . ( camp meetin~ at Center Camp 
Ground in Yadkin 0ounty.) 
October 1G70 . Thursday 5. Road four miles to G, v>J. Smith 1s to marry James N. 
SlauRhter to F..dnie TI.. S:nHh . 
Friday 7 . Taught ~ while tod,7 . In the afternoon a sFellin~ ro ntest came off 
between the boys of :Mt . Ai ry Colle~iate Institute and the gi rls of h . Female 
academy and delivered a lecture on China . 
Saturday 15 . Beard of the death of Uen . nobert ~. Lee yesterday evening . 
Sunday 16. freAched in 1•1t. Airy .a:, 11 o 'clock; at Oak Grove at 3! o 'clock; and 
at Needmore for the colored people at night from I Sam, 2:JO . 

Wednesday 19. In the afternoon attended a meetin~ in memory of the late Jen . 
Robert E. Lee . 
Sunday JO . Delivered a discourse at 11 o'cl ock in ht . Ai:ry from b.xodus 11:3 on 
the Life and Character of General rtobert Edmund Lee who was borr. in Nestmoreland 
County, Vir~inia January 20, 1807 and died in Lexington, Virginia, October 12, 
1870 . There was a large congregation in attendance . 

Rev , R, Daniel Haymore, a Bapti st minister~ preached at night , 

I 
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1870 Wood Diary 

Friday 9 , Buried Capt . James C. Norman in the afternoon. .t<'uneral largely attended. 
He leaves a widowed mother , and four little children t·rithout father .or r.10ther. 
December 1870. 

Saturday 11. Spent most of the day with rlev. Hugh- Gwyn . 
Thursday 15 . Tau~ht til 12 o ' clock . In the afternoon went to fatrick ~ounty, Va. 
to marry dilliam Gilmer to ~liss Cora A. ~bore. The wedding r.arty reached ~.It. Airy 
at 2 o'clock p . m. 1'Je closed school this evening . 
Sunday 18 . Preached at ~a1em at 11 o I clock a . m. and in Nt . Airy at night . 
Wednesday 21 . Attended a ycung rre~ ' s party in the evening. 
Friday 23 . Miss E, A. Gilmer and Carrie's school closed today; and they gave the 
P.irls a party at night at ~lrs . Banner's . 

(1871, Rev . Wood went to Olin, N. C. ) 

' 
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.'A. remarkable man' and his lifetime of service 
Uwis Wood's fam-

ily has learned a lot 
bout him over these 

past few weeks. 
They've seen him accept 

devastating news with hu­
mility and grace. Wood, 88, 
is under hospice care now 
after learning in Decem­
ber that he has pancreatic 
cancer. 

His wife of more than 
six decades, his two sons 
and daughter have sat with 
him through good days and 
bad, and marveled at his 
strength. 

They've heard stories, too, 
some they had heard and 
others they had not, particu­
larly after news of bis health 

· spread among the hundreds 
of men -young and old­
whose lives he had touched 
over 75 years spent with the 
Boy Scouts of America in 
Stokes County. 

"Since word got out we've 
heard from a steady stream 
of well-wishers and visi­
tors," said son Keith Wood. 
"Not all of them were his 
friends; he's outlived most 
of them. It was the Scouts, 

· fl, 

- ;'I -~· . ·.··,, f ,• 

Scott Sexton 
ssexton@wsJournal.com 

and people who got to know 
him through Scouting. 

"He's a remarkable man." 

'He loved It' 
Seventy-five years is a 

long time to do anything, 
much less something by 
which you're giving freely 
of your time as a volunteer. 

Lewis Wood joined the 
Scouts in 1943, a young 
man looking to belong to 
something larger than him­
self. He found that in the 
Boy Scouts, and liked it so 
much he never really let it 
get too far away. 

"He loved it," said Keith 
Wood. "That's the only way 
I know how to describe it." 

Lewis Wood didn't make it 
to Eagle Scout, but it wasn't 
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Lewis Wood 

for a lack of desire. Back in 
those days, right after the 
end of World War II, a lot of 
young men got busy work­
ing and raising families. 

Lewis Wood was no 
different 

"He had to earn a living 
for his family," Keith Wood 
said. "Back then, kids his 
age had to raise tobacco." 

He made his living work­
ing for the R.J. Reynolds To­
bacco Co. and farmed some 
on the side, plowing the 
earth with a horse. Through 
all that, Scouting never re-

ally left his blood. 
When Keith and his 

brother Nathan got old 
enough, they joined the 
Boy Scouts and Lewis 
stepped up to serve as a 
Scoutmaster for Thoop 412 
of Piedmont Springs near 
Danbury, a volunteer job he 
held for more than 50 years. 

"As long as I can re­
member, it was always the 
Boy Scouts every Monday 
night," said daughter An­
nette Wood. "He got real in­
volved with (Camp) Raven 
Knob. He went to sum­
mer camp every year. Last 
year was the first one he 
missed." 

Lewis Wood also served 
as Scoutmaster for Troop 
440, which serves Scouts 
with special needs in Stokes 
County. 

For that, he's received 
many honors and acco­
lades from scouting. The 
names - Order of the Ar­
row's Vigil Honor, the Hang­
ing Rock District Award of 
Merit and the Silver Beaver 
Award.-won't mean much 
to folks ngt involved with 

Scouting, but they are a big 
deal to those who aim to 
help young men. 

"He's a fantastic father," 
Annette Wood said. ''Any­
thing to do with Scouts, he's 
dedicated to it 100 percent." 

75years 

Of all those awards, per­
haps the one that means to 
most to Lewis Wood was 
one presented to him ear­
lier this month at his home 
- a service pin recognizing 
those 75 years. 

Jay Wood, the Hanging 
Rock district commissioner, 
Wood's family and a hand­
ful of others from the Scout­
ing community came along 
to honor his commitment. 

"Lewis' service has truly 
made the world a better 
place,'1 said Jay Wood, who 
is not related. "He has done 
his 'good tum daily."' 

Annette Wood said her 
dad enjoyed the little cer­
emony and had looked for­
ward to it. "He'd told his 
doctor about it, that if he 
lived to January it would 

be 75 years in Scouting .... 
We're so grateful they were 
able to present him that 
pin." ' 

Equally as meaningful 
these past few weeks are 
the stories that came with 
the reminiscing. 

"One guy came by to 
thank him for all he had 
done for him," Keith Wood 
said. "He said 'Somehow 
you were the only one who 
ever saw any good in me. 
You didn't give up on me."' 

Hearing those things and 
seeing how their father has 
carried himself since learn­
ing about his cancer has 
cushioned the blow for 
Wood's adult children and 
Maxine, his wife. 

"He's told us that he's 
lived a wonderful life and 
for us not to be sad and to 
let nature take its course," 
said Annette Wood. 

In other words, Lewis 
Wood is prepared for what 
may come. Just like a good 
Scout should be. 

ssexton@wsJournal.com 336-727-
7481 @scottsextonwsJ 


	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0001_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0002_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0003_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0004_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0005_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0006_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0007_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0008_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0009_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0010_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0011_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0012_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0013_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0014_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0015_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0016_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0017_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0018_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0019_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0020_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0021_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0022_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0023_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0024_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0025_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0026_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0027_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0028_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0029_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0030_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0031_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0032_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0033_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0034_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0035_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0036_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0037_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0038_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0039_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0040_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0041_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0042_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0043_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0045_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0047_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0048_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0049_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0050_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0051_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0052_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0053_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0054_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0055_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0056_lib
	Sur_Wood_i0001_p0057_lib

