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SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 
POST OFFICE BOX 516 

DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Mrs. Beulah Perkins 
Shoals Rd. 
Shoals, NC 

Dear Mrs. Perkins; 

The nominating committee of the Surry cOunty Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Sur1y County American 

Revolution Bicentennial C mmission. We hope that you will be 
0 

able to accept this nomination because your su~ort and paEtici-

pation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success in 

our county. 

Pl ease notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

~ES I accept the nomination 

___ NO I cannot accept the nomination 
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November 17, 1975 

TO: Bicentennial Commission Members 

FROM: Edward J. Spanski 
Executive Director and Temporary Secretary 

RE: Minutes of November 6, 1975 meeting 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Sim.ons at 7:30 p.m.. The 
new members ~ppointed to the Bicentennial Commission were then 
introduced: Mr. Bud Cameron, Mr. Carroll Gardner, Ms. Joyce Feezor, 
Mr. Jack Palmer, Mr. Doug Cook, Mr. Gene Everett, Mr. Claude Elridge, 
and Mr. Bill Hiatt. Those who have officially accepted the nomination 
but could not attend because of prior commit•ents were: Mrs. Vivian 
Lowe, Mr. L.H. Jones, Mr. Charles Fletcher, and Mr. Vincent Lilla. 
Two nominees had not sent their written notice of acceptance or 
rejection at the time of the meeting: Mr. Bill Hearn, and Mrs. Beulah 
Perkins. 

The reading of the minutes of the las·t meeting were then read and 
approved. 

A report on the festival was tben made jointly by Dr. Simmons and 
Mr. Spanski. Mr. Spanski gave a general over-view of the scope 
of the Festival plans for the week of July 3 through July 10, 1976. 
He described the Pagers Co. Plans for the Festival in brief. 

Dr. Simmons then reported that a professional consultant from the 
Rogers Co., Mr. Phillip Frable, had visited us in the week of October 13, 
to October 17 and had made the following recommendations: that 
the festival is in serious trouble because: one, we do not have the 
important executive positions in the festival organization chart 
filled, and two, the general chairman of the Festival 
needed to be replace. Both of these problems are to be solved soon, 
in fact, no later than December 1st of this year. 

Dr. Simmons reported that one of thes problems had been resolved 
by the appointmend of Ms. Cama Merritt as the new general chairman 
of the Festival. She was then introduced to the Commission and 
stated that she would immediately work on the other problem of 
selecting the major executive positions in the Festival organi ation. 

. 'Z 

Dr. Simmons also noted that the Surry County Bicentennial Commission 
had made notable progress in the implementing the first Bicentennial 
historic sign program in the state; of receiving a $10,000 grant 
for the restoration of Rockford from the General Assem•ly; the 
publication of a number of historical booklets written by Ruth 
Minick as well as her weekly contributions on the history of 
Suryy County in the local newspapers; the establishment of a 
county archives in conjunction with Surry Community College and 
other achievements in the Heritage area of the Bicentennial. 
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Dr. Simmons further reported that Mr. Frable had stroghly recommended 
that because of the general apathy connected with the national 
Bicentennial we as an organization should as much as possible 
dissociate ourselves from the national organization. We should 
instead develop our individual image as a local bicentennial 
organization. 

Mr. Spanski then made a report on the "Coma As Your Favorite Historical Charac 
contest, which was held in conjunction with the Autumn leaves festival. 
In total there were 16 persons in the adult contest (Terry Pruett 
dressed as Uncle Sam won first proze) and 14 in the children's contest. 
Mr. Spanski remarked that the quality of the costumes was high and 
demonstrated originality. The audience reaction was quite good 
to the event. 

Mr. Bill Hiatt of the Finance Committee then made a brief report 
on the Finance campaign which has collected to date $9660.00 
from businesses and individuals. Another approximate $4,000 in 
pledges are forthcoming in 1976. This amount is barely sufficient 
for seed money to finance the Festival and some other projects but 
not for a ~ full program as orginally planned by the Commission. 
Further efforts are being made to raise more money. Mr. Comer 
suggested that the muncipal governments in Surry be contacted for 
financial assistance. It was also suggested that a campaigh be 
started in the school systems. 

A report by Mr. Spanski was made on the u.s. Armed Force Bicentennial 
Caravan which is expected to be in Dobson on Friday, November 14, 1975, 
Mr. Robertson reported that almost all arrangements with the 
county and city school systems had been made and that about 1,000 
school children would see the caravag. Mr. Spanski reported that 
the special chiarman for the event would be Lt. Col. David Hatchae (ret) 
former P.o.w.. Mr. Spanski urged that members of the Bicentennial 
Commission should attend the opening ceremony at the County Courthouse 
at 12 noon. 

Mr. Spanski made a brief report on the Colonial Tasting Spree project. 
Because of the planning difficulties, the project was delayed from 
early December to Eastertime, 1976. 

Mr. Steve Taylor made a report on the Historic Sign program and 
said the signs are now ready for the Dobson, Elkin, Shoals and 
other areas; the Boy Scouts will be responsible for erecting such 
signs. A sigh for the Franklin House is already erected. 

NEW BUSINESS: Dr Simmons asked the nominating committee headed by 
Glenn Robertson to nominate a new vice-chairman and an new secretary 
for the Surry County Bicentennial Commission. This report should be 
made for the next scheduled meeting, Thursday, Dec. 4, 1975 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Surry Community College. 

Motion for adjournment was made and seconded. ~e meeting was duly 
adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward J. Spanski, Jr. 
Executive Director & Temporary secretary 
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P.S. A note of apology from the temporary secretary is due to 
Ms. Ruth Minich f;or not having her on the agenda for a report 
from the committee on Heritage. Ms. Minick is woriing hard on 
the production of a commemorative booklet on Surry County History; 
on the historic sign prog~am; writing the column on local history 
in the newspaper and on various other p~ojects. 
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NOMINEES FOR THE BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

CARROLL GARDNER-- Mt. Air~ 

MIKE RANil.EMAN- ELKIN 
·:..~~ 

CLAUDE ELRIDGE-- ELKIN 

BILL HEARN ----ELKIN .... -_;~. 

BUD CAMERON------Mt. Airy 

VIVIAN LOWE------Mt. Airy 

BILL HIATT-------MT. Airy 

VINCENT LILLA----Shoals 

JOYCE FEEZOR-Silo• ·· 

JACK PALMER----••Pilot Mountain 

CHARLES FLETCH£R 

L.H. JONES 

MRS. BEULAH PERKINS 

OOUC COOK 

GENE EVERETTE 

. _: £ .. , . 
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COUNTY MANAGER 
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SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

J&rce.-
Ms. d&Qy Feezor 
Rural RQuta 
?.p.Qam, NC 

Dear Ms. Feezor; 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the SurJy County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

RevolutionBicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomianation because 'our support and parti

cipation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the ~ppropriate line below, and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

V"'vES I accept the nomination 

___ NO I cannot accept the nomination 
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VERONA WEST 
SE CRETftRY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W. FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

Mr. L. H. 
Rt. 4 
Mt. Airy, 

Dear Mr. 

The 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION , INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Jones 

NC 

Jones; 

nominating 

Commission with the 

committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Cammission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nominatimn because your support and partici

pation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

~YES I accept the nomination 

tnJ'1~' (J 
J~~~ 
Surry County Biantennial Commission 

___ NO I cannot ~accept the nomination 
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J . DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECRETARY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W. FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H . MERRITT 
CH AIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Mr. William s. Hiatt 
Rt. 1 
Mt. Airy, NC 

Dear Mr. Hiatt; 

The nominating committee of the Surry Cou~ty Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your support and parti

cipation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify ,a of your accptance by signing your name 

on tbe appropriate line below, and return in the encloseH self 

addressed envelope. 

~~ 
, Chairman 

Bicentennial Commission 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDE NT 

VER ONA WEST 
SECRET ~ RY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANA GER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Mr. Doug Cook 
Forres t Oaks Dev. 

Dear Mr. Cook; 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with ~e approval of the Surry County Commissioners 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your support and partici

pation on the commi ssion will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please noti f y us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return in the enclosed s•lf 

addressed envel ope. 

le Simmons, Chairman 
Surry County Bicentennial c0mmiesion 

~ accept tho nomination 

___ NO I cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECRETARY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLI AM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMI SSIONER S 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINK LE Y 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

3URRY 

riB 
SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 
POST OFFICE BOX 516 

DOBSON , NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Mr. Vincent Lilla 
Rt. 2 
Pinnacle, NC 

Oaar Mr. Lilla; 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners; 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your suuport and parti

cipation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in owr county. 

Please fnotify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

// ¢h: 0- ,._~ -/;;(_t_ ~ES I c accept the nomination 
~ ~· , _____ NO I cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECREURY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W. FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIA M SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BR INKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Mr. Jack Palmer 
Pilot Mountain 
Pilot Mountain, NC 

Dear Mr. Palmer; 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial COmmission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your support and partici

pation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return it in the encl osed 

self addressed envelope. 

J. Dale Simmons, Chairman 
Surry County Bicentennial Commission 

XX YES I accept the nomination 

___ NO I cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SE CREHRY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W . FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION , INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Mr. Claude Elridge 
l 20 Collins Road 
Elkin, NC 

Dear Mr. Elridge; 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your support and participation 

on the oommission will make the Bicentennial a success in our 

county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropri ate line below, an d return in the enclosed sel f

addressed envel ope. 

f?)l'A. c:~ if 
~~-~ale s~~airman 

Surry County Bicentennial Commission 

~s I accept the nomination 

_~ ___ No I cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J . DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SEC RETARY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BR INKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Mr. Bud Cameron 
Rt. 7 
Mt. Airy, NC 

Dear Mr. Cameron; 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We -hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your support and parti

cipation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line belom, and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

le Simmons, Chairman 
y County Bicentennial Commission 

~S I accept the nomination 

____ NO I cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECRET•RY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLI AM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINK LEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY 

riB 
SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 
POST OFFICE BOX 516 

DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Mr. Carroll Gardner 

304 Franklin St. 

Mt. Airy, NC 

Dear Mr. Gardner; 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentemnial Commission. We hope that you will be able 

to acaept this nomination because your support and participation 

on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success in our 

county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by sigging your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

Commission 

Yes ~accept the nomination 

No _______ ! cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECRET •RY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W . FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLA YBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON , NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Mr. Mike Randleman 
107 E. Manor Ridge Road 
Elkin, NC 

Dear Mr. Randleman; 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval of the Surry County Commissi oners 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commtssion. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this no•ination because your support and partic

ipation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropri ate line below and return in the enclosed self 

addressed stamped envelope. 

~Yes I accept the nomination 

____ No I cannot accept the nomination 



COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 
SECRETA.RY 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATHLEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MINICK 
DAVID MYERS 
GLENN ROBE RTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLE Y 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 516 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

Mrs. Vivian Lowe 
Rt. 6 
r..,t. Airy, NC 

Dear Mrs. Lowet 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission with the approval af the Surry CGunty Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

able to accept this nomination because your support and partic

ipation on the commission mill make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of ,our acceptance by signing your name 

on tbe appropriate line below and return in the enclosed self 

addressed envelope. 

,:JJ(_~ 

e Simmons, Chairman 
Surry County Bicentennial Commission 

~~~ accept the nomination 

___ NO I cannot accept the nomination 





COMMISSION 

J DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA WEST 

HUGH ATKINSON 
W FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FORREST 
KATH LEEN GILLELAND 
RUTH MIN ICK 
DAV ID MYERS 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
WILLIAM SANDERS 

COUNTY CO MMI SSIO NERS 

A. H. MERRITT 
CH AIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLE Y 
ELMER HODGES 
ROXI E ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 

COUNTY MANAGER 

JOHN MUNN 

3URlY 

riB 
SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 
POST OFFICE BOX 516 

DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8676 

Mr. Charles Fletcher 
Mtn. Park Road 
Elkin, NC 

Dear Mr. Fletcher; 

The nominating committee of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission, with the approval of the Surry County Commissioners, 

have nominated you for a position on the Surry County American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We hope that you will be 

amle to accept this nomination because your support and aprtici

pation on the commission will make the Bicentennial a success 

in our county. 

Please notify us of your acceptance by signing your name 

on the appropriate line below, and return in tbe enclosed self 

addressed envleope. 

J. Simmons, Chairman 
Surry County Bicentennial Commission 

~YES I accept the nomination 

NO I cannot accept the nomination 
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