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General stores remain a piece of communities 
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Rockford General Store continues to thrive in its 120th year in operation. Jennings Moore, right, enjoys rocking on the 
porch. 
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A century ago, nearly every commu
nity had its own general store that sold 
the staples needed in a home. But now, 
genuine general stores are hard to come 
by. 

"There are very few of these original 
general stores still left," said Carolyn 
Carter, who helps run Rockford General 
Store in Surry County. Her store is the 
only one of five original general stores 
that is left in historic Rockford. 

"They have been a dying breed," 
explained Jane Priddy Charleville, who 
manages Priddy's General Store in 
Stokes County. "There's only a handful 

that existed in the 1800s . ana early 
1900s that still survive." 

From colonial days, the general store 
has been a place to buy general merchan
dise, including anything from food to 
simple clothes items to trinkets. Now, 
though, these small stores have been 
replaced with bigger retail chains. 

"Wal-Mart and Lowes and stuff like 
that is putting it out of business," said 
Dale Yeatts, who runs Mayberry Trading 
Post off of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Still, a few general stores that have
been around since before the 1900s can 
be found in operation in the region. 

Yeatts said Mayberry Trading Post has 
been in operation since 1892, although 
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Carolyn Carter, rigflt, runs the cash register at Rockford General Store. 
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Priddy's General Store has items ranging from local produce to bib 
overalls to offer people passing through Danbury. 
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-the general store did not go by that name until 
new owners took it over 45 years ago. A post 
office also was run at the location for many 
years, as was done with many other general 
stores across the region. 

Now people who visit the store located 
between milepost 180 and 181 on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway can purchase crafts, bonnets, 
books, apple butter, jellies, and other foods and 
general items. Yeatts has worked at the store off 
and on for 45 years.lt was originally taken over 
by her husband, Coy, and her aunt, Addie J. 
Wood, 45 years ago. 

Yeatts said some things like the jams and jel
lies she has probably couldn't be found any
where else. Apple butter is one of the most pop
ular items in the general store. Yeatts said if it 
weren't for the craft items at her store, she 
wouldn't be able to keep it going. 

"I'm not sure how long (general stores) will 
last," said Yeatts. 

Charleville helps run Priddy's General Store 
off of Sheppard Mill Road in Danbury. The 
store was built in 1888 and taken over and 
renamed by her family in 1929. Priddy's sells 
everything from bib overalls to antiques and 
"newtiques" (antique reproductions) to local 
produce and old-fashioned candies. The store 
also hosts seasonal music events. 

"It's still ran like it was many years ago," 
Charleville remarked. 

She said people can still find hoop cheese 
and glass bottle Cokes that would have been 
sold at Priddy's many years ago. The store's 
most popular items are the things you would 
find in Grandma's pantry. A rare item Priddy's 
has now is jam from purple sweet potatoes 
which are specially grown in Stokes County. 

"If we can buy it local; we're going to buy it 
local first," Charleville remarked. 

Another local general s~ore, Rockford 
General Store, is now entering its 120th year of 
operation. Carolyn Carter, her husband and 
some of her husband's family members took 
over.the store six years ago. They added on a 
g~ill and still make the "Poor Man's Steak" -
a bologna and cheese sandwich - that was 
made by community members many years ago. 

At Rockford General Store, shoppers can 
find a wide variety of candies and old advertis
ing signs, as well as numerous trinkets. The 
front porch rockers are a popular attraction for 
visitors. 

General store owners say there are many 
reasons why people are attracted to their type of 
store. · 

Yeatts said, "They like the atmosphere ... We 
are friendly to them, and they tell other peo
ple." 

"It's usually small, it's quaint, it's warm," 
Carter described. "It's a local place where you 
can come feel at ease." 

Store owners say many people also like gen
eral stores because they offer a variety of items, 
many of which are rare these days. 

Charleville said, "We enjoy being able to 
provide something that is hard to find." 

Doris Poindexter from East Bend has visited 
Rockford General Store several times. She used 
to make relish and pickles to sell there. She 
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said, "It's just amazing at what all you see that 
you can't find anywhere else." 

Charleville said Priddy's tries to provide 
things for a wide array of people. Charleville 
said, "You have to appeal to the local commu
nity as well as visitors. If we only appealed to 
one, we couldn't survive." 

For members of the community where the 
stores are located, Carter said general stores are 
a place for socializing. 

"A lot come here to catch up on gossip ... 
People don't tend to visit neighbors like they 
used to. They can catch up here," she said. 

Carter's husband likes to say, "What hap
pens at the general store stays at the general 
store ... for a little while." 

Joan Atkins lives in· Rockford. Her husband 
was born and raised there. She comes down to 
the store several times a week to get a sandwich 
and catch up on gossip. 

"You have general produce here, but there's 
also general knowledge," Charleville said. 
"Originally, the general store is where people 
got their news from." 

Some people travel long distances to visit 
general stores. Michael Stanley is originally 
from High Point, but he is now stationed in 
Okinawa, Japan, with the U.S. Navy. He recent
ly made a visit back home;and his mother and 

. stepfather took him to Rockford General Store. 
As a former college history major, Stanley said 
he is fascinated with how "some things have 
changed but some have stayed the same." 

Jennings Moore, Stanley's stepfather, said, 
"It's like going back in time." 

Carter pointed out that the general store is 
where retail started. By keeping general stores 
alive, owners are preserving history. 

"History is history," said Carter. "Once it's 
gone, it's gone." 

Carter said that at general stores, "It's people 
just going back to a simpler way and time, 
creaky floors and all that ... A lot of people 
want their children to experience that." 

Charleville said she takes the purpose of her 
store very seriously. She said, "It's our goal to 
not only take you back to a simpler time, but to 
Jet you experience the taste, the sight, the sound 
and the feel of the good old days." 

Although some new stores are being built 
now and taking on the title of "general store," 
owners say it has a specific meaning. 

"A true general store is going to have a little 
bit of everything to meet the needs of the com
munity," Charleville remarked. 
. Keeping an old-fashioned retail store alive is 

not always easy, but local store owners are 
determined to see it through. 

"It's a labor of love. It's a lot of work to keep 
up ... We knew when we bought this place we'd 
never be rich," Carter said. 

Charleville said for general stores to survive, 
owners have to keep up what they are doing, 
always working to keep their stores authentic. 

"I think authentic, true general stores have a 
feel of things that are missing in people's lives 
today. It's just genuine Americana," said 
Charleville. 

Contact Meghann Evans at 
me vans@ mtairynews .com or 719-1952. 


	rockfordgeneralstore
	rockfordgeneralstore (2)

