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Ali Bain (left) of Scotland and Tommy Jarrell of Toast fxddled away the afternoon for a Scottiél: ﬁlm crew.
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Scotttsh TV Show Comes to N.C. for Some ‘Old- TLme Musw ’

By David Givens

E Journal Surry County Bureau
WHI‘I‘E PLAINS — Ali Bain found his roots
yesterday afternoon sitting on the lawn in
front of an old farmhouse west of Mount Airy.

Bain, a fiddler from Scotland, was playing
along with Tommy Jarrell, a fiddler from
Toast, and three members of a local “old-
time” band, the Smokey Yalley Boys.

A nine-man Scottish television crew was
also there, to videotape the session for a show
on an independent British station. The show’s
directors say they hope to sell it to the Public
Broadcasting System.

Their cameras quietly filmed the five musi-
cians as they sat under a shade tree and played

- their fiddles, guitar, mandolin and banjo. The

music competed with the afternoon sounds of

- field birds and insects.

Bain already knew some of the tunes —
“Arkansas Traveller” and “Soldier’s Joy” —
and picked up others, such as “Ricketts Horn-
pipe” and “Sally Ann.’

. The songs came with Scottish Calvinists

who settled in the Appalachxan mountains in
the country’s colonial days. The music of their
fiddles was mixed with the strumming of.
banjos brought by slaves to the South to pro-
duce what has been called “old-time” music.
Bain said that the culture in the remote
parts of Scotland has been preserved, much
like the music of Appalachia. And Jarrell, 83,
is the oldest old-time fiddler Bain knows..

“And the music hasn’t changed that much,”
he said. “We have square dances at home. It’s
just a social kind of a fact.”

Jarrell is considered one the deans of old-

time fiddling around Mount Airy and Galax,

Va.

“All our music is from the old country, but
the songs played in England have different
names,” Jarrell said.

Douglas Eadie, who directed the fllmmg
yesterday, said that traditional culture “is a
bit of vogue” in Europe now. .

“The whole roots bit is slightly fashlonable o
Eadie said. “And it brings up all sorts: of
surprising and interesting things.”

SN

+ Asheville music festival. -

His company, called Pelicula Films, put

. together a five-part British TV series last

year about the Celtic cultures in Europe be- |

yond the British Isles. ,
‘That got them interested in Scotland's influ-

ence on early American music, he said, and

- Bain was the obvious host for ,the show.‘Bain’s |

group, the Boys of the Lough, has played all
over the world. They met Jarreu in 1975 at an

The crew has been in this country for 2%
weeks, shooting scenes of other musicians in
Tennessee and Kentucky for what will be
called “Down Home U.S.A.” Today, the Peli- |
cula crew is on its way Austin, Texas, to film
the fiddling tradition in that state. .

“We already have a contract with Channel 4.
That’s a good feeling,” Eadie said. “But you're
always working long hours, and little thingd
always come up.’

The little thing that came up yesterday was
finding a store in Mount Airy where they could
buy seven dozen batteries to power tape re- .
“corders. The electrical system at the house in -

White Plains just wasn’t up to date. é g 1.’
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