
MOOBT .URY JUNIOR WOJWI' S CliJB SPaiSORES HOSPITAL AUXILIARY TO NORTHERN HOSPITAL 
OF SURRY COUNTY 

-- - - - Entering Mount Airy, Noz_-th carolina, ~rom t~ main highway that goes by f'rom the 

mountains to the northwest toward the industrial piedmont southeast, one is impressed 

with a large modern building on the orest of a hill. It is the Northam Hospital of' 

Surry County-a 100 bed hospital and 59 bed _nurses home and sohool With the most up

to-date equipment inaluding oomplete air o_ond~t_i~n1J:Lg• The hospital building itself' 

is imposing not just for its sleek briok walls and oonorete _Window overlays but beoause 

of' the hamsome enterame of white Mount Airy Granite relieved by mosaio tile patterns 

in t he walls, a light ter,zzo floor and -Wide ~xpanse of' glass admitting a view of the 

green lawns With its young trees aa:l the hills and town around. 

More important to the hospital patient or visitor is the warm atmosphere oreated 

by the willing serv.i.oe of hospital staff', the doo t ors and the volunteer ''pink ladies". - . 

Tbt whole pioture is one of oreative oo-operat ion. J.ll the JDflllbera of' this working 

group seem to hold the best interest of the hospital and patients as their objeot. 

But ~hind this soene of oo-operation "there was a history of oonfliot and ilia-

understanding. The well-equipped buildin~ might have looked out on a negleoted mud f'ield 

ed in upon a soene of diaoord and atrif'e, wiUl f'ew patients and inadequate tintnoial 

supporto 

I ·n order to understand how a community Diight tail to be proud of auoh an institution 

as this excellent new hospital and retuse either to avail itself' of the hospital aervioes 

or to offer assistauoe in oarrying out ita prog~m. it is necessary to know the geography 

and a little of the history of' Mount A.iry and lurry County. 

The present estimated population ot Kount .Airy . ia 12,842 and tile hospital distr1ot 

is f7 ,800. :More that 99% of the poppl~tion ~~ . native born and of' an unusually hardy 

industrious type. The bulk of the laboring population baa been reorutied from the 

surrounding agrioul1Jural area where farms are anal! &n.d families large. Kount Airy attrao~s 

many em.ployeea from Virginia, less than six miles away. There are '2 -.n.uf'ao1a.tring and 

prooessing industries and tobaooo is the ohief ~- produot of this area with eight ware-

ha•••• in the 11rea. llost of the inrustries in this area are well established and 

relatively old.. There are a few new onea providing a new growth and iD.f'lUlt of' people in 
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a rather "eet ill ita ways" OOJDUDit~41 

Plana for a. new hospital grew out of the tire whioh destroyed !11\rtin Msmorial 

Hospital on May 1, 1963. In early July, 1953 there was a. hearing held at City Hall to get 

Tiewa ot the publio on a bond eleation and hospital projeot ill general. ~ring the 

hearing, a Dobson phyaioian said that tba ~itizens of Dobson would not want the hospital 

to be built ill the area north ot Mount J.iry _and _ the _ "Main Street"-Persons in the 

business aeotion expressed their opinilon--in taTor of looating th!l new hospital north 

of' Jlt. Airy. Pilot Tamship oitizena questioned tM desirability of' being in.oluded in 
. . 

the hospital distriot. A nwd:ler of p etiticma oiroulated here opposing outlay of oity 

funds for pLT:ing and other work neoe88ary on Banner Stre~t, another aite, and the 

Hadley site was i'aTored by -.ny oitbena. Nearly 2,000 .mea were aoquired on petitions 
. ~ . . - . 

to require the oi ty to oall an eleotion on inoorporatillg the Banner site into oity. 
. - . 

The Medioal Care Commission apprft'ed th~ Hadley property for the site, after the hospital 

board had rescinded thBir ear liar apprcwal of tbB Banner property. · In the spring ot 
i 

1955 the Mount/ Airy Junior Woman' a Clulf __ announoed th~ appointment o t ita new Projeot 

Co:anittee • !hia oolllllittee was aharged 11i.th _the reaponsi'Dility of' suggesting aervioe 

projeots for this olub whioh has as its baaio &~ _ Community Servioe and Adult Education. 

With plana under way for the construction of a 100-bed hospital and a 59-bed nurses' 

home to aerTe the Northern District ot _Surr}' C _ou~t-~'- -· the id.ea of organizip.g a hospital 

auxiliary immediately presented itael~~ ~~h. a gr~up would have limitless opportunities for 

aervi.oe to the oollllluntliy and would educate not only the women in stills but the publio 

iD general. 

The Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club had endorsed thB proposed bond issue and various 

members, among others, had wo:dted to register Toters tor a bond issue ot 1500,000.00. 
. - . . 

The oommunit.y's aooeptanoe ot ita f'inanoial responsibility insured a hospital and nurses 

boDe at an estimated -value of 11,683,650.00, under the Hill-B_urton Aot of Congress. 

In tbB fall of 1955 this projeot was presented to ihe Mt. Airy Junior Wouan' s Club 

by Mrs. J. HOI'ard Hooker, Projeot Chairmn,· and the members felt a most urgent and 

imperati"f'e aeed tor the fo:nu.t1on ot the Northern Hospital of Surry Co\.Ulty .l.uxiliary. 

The project oommittee was vitally interested in the olub'a sponsorship ot a hospital 
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oontribute to better pa t1ent; oare and to interpreting the hoapi tal and ita polioiea to 

the OOJDUJlity. 

•s olub members investigated the Deed for, and purpose of, a hoapital auxiliary they 

found that there 'WB.S a feeling of hesitanoy amOD.J a great number of those who would pay 

a share of the bond but wou 1d not have any part in the planning and policies. Members 

oou l.d sense a feeling of jealousy between town and oountry, amo;{ng va.rioua urban areas, 

and also felt there might be a problem of getting baok those who bad beoane used to 

other hospitals in the state. The looal dootors were anxious over their arrangements 

sinoe most of them had spent a great deal on olinios, and did not know the extent of 

their influenoe on polioies at the new hospital nor did they knaw whioh dootora would be 

inoluded. This last oontusion arose from the faot that only a few ohosen ones used the 

old hospital. 

Under these oiroumatanoea the :MoUDt Airy Junior Woman• a Club felt that if' timJ it 

or~izied a hospital auxiliary the women oould do more to bring about a feeling of 

unity. Sinoe nurses left following thl fire it was felt there would also be a great 

perso~ shortage. It was unthinkable to the olub tla t the.,- should be a weli equi~&J 

building without people to man and patients to use it. 

Hospital auxiliaries are now acti w in most of the modern hospitals in the country 

and have proved eo vital that the ..lmerioan Hoepital Association has set up a . speoial 

oomnittee to enoourage and direct their aotivities. The Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club 

adopted the organization of the hospital auxiliary as a olub projeot under the CoDmunity 

.Affairs Depa.rtDIIIm t. • olub donation was voted to help defray organbational expeuea. 
. . . 

The work of an auxiliary inoludes auoh activities as staffing a reoeption desk, 

guiding patieata and visitors in the hoapital, operating a hospitality oart to supply 

patients with s%Uloks and perao%Ull items tormtheir oonvenienoe, dsoaratmg tht reception 

rooms With fresh flowers and beautifying the hospital grounds, supplying waiting rooms 

with ma.&azi.Dea. sewi~ and marking hospital linens and otM r volunteer aervioes to help 

relieve the pay hoapital ataf':f'. 

J. ateering ooDIIli ttee to be heaaed by the :Mt. JJ.ry Junior WoDI\n' s Club projeot ohairman, 

Krs. J. Ha~rarcl Hooker-, was appointed with Kra. Robert .Merritt and Miss Marjorie Yokley 

as temporary a:tairman and eeoretary respectively. :Mrs. Joe Fowler, Jr., Mrs. Phil Poata, 



. . .. Jfre. T. ~·Brit~. Jr., Kra. ~lph Sy~e, llrs. Hugh Boloomb. met wi"h Dr. 11. s. 
JIILrtiD. to d.ieauss the organisation. The oomnittee felt a laot of interest on the 

part ot oertain mellbel'll ot the hospital board. .tt the request ot Dr. Jlartin •terial 

was ordered troa the M8rioan Hospital l.~iUary headquarters aDd 1he I. c. lllmorial 

Boap:ilial iD. Chapel Hill. Jfrs. Booker, Krs. lllrritt, and Kiss Yokley mtt with lira. 
. -

Bdd Gardner, organising preaideo.t of the Wilkesboro Women's .luxiliaey who aclviaed 

. --

oanoendng tbl wcrk and organisation. Jfrs. Graoe Pope Br01m., Ha. DeliOD.etratis Agent 

tor Surry County, aeoured the serviees of'_ key_ ladies ~~m Home Demonstration Clubs 

from eaoh of the nine tarnships in the d~ triot as requested b)' _Dr. li\rtin. They were 

Jfrs. Glenn ~ield, ate-.rt's Creek; Krs. D. lf. Hodges, Dobson; Krs. Carl Jenea, 
. ~ .. . -. . . . . - . -- - . ... . . 

lr!b • .l·iry; Mrs. C. J. Caram, FranklinJ !Ira. Henry Blalook, Pilot KountainJ Mr1. Carl 
. -·- . - -· . ' · . . . 

S:bnpson, Eldora; Mrs. Earlie Gilley • ~out~ lfe~tfiel~J lli:ld . Jlrs. John Marshall, Westt"iel4e 

These ladies met With the t.,~porary _off'ioers and . Mr~~ R. C ~ ~ell)'D. am Jrs• 

Venae Deer min, members of th~ Hosp~al Board_ ot_ Direotor.s, aDd J>l~flged . their whole

baarted support. 'lflBn t~ plan_s t~ tbe Hoe~ tal .tuxiU.ar~ we_re p11uented by J4re • 

Lewellyn and Kra. Deannin at the Hospital Board at Direoton neting it was nnemillouely · 

approved. 

lira • Rooker, l're. Kerr :itt • a lJ1 Ills~ Yokley oantinued to aeek an¥ intorman.ticn 

and assistance they co~lcl obtain. _1._ proposed oonstitution lmd by-laws we:re formulated 

for presentation and approval a.t the organiz~tional me~~~~ -whioh was hei.C. at the Reeve. 

Y. K. C • a. Community Genter :&oiLy 24, 1966 with approxiu.tely 1T6 women ot the Borthem 

Surry Distriot present • 

llr's. Edd F. Gardner. past pmsident of th~ ~u~il~ary of_lfi),b,a General Hospital. 

Borth 1filke1boro, gaTe the bynote address~ expl~inin~ the opportunities tor 1ervioe 

in au:xll».ry work. lire. Gardner pointed out tlat hoapital a_ituatione lave ohange4 

greatly in tm last two decades. "With inoreased benefita md orawded oonditiona. the 
. ' . 

women must. help; we get more thm ever ~fore from the hoepital end tbty ~nt more 

from us in •oluntary service," 1he said. "Th.~ ~igh oonoem fer the ill has lad the 

women to seek e duo a tien 1 infonra ticn and t~ining •? that they oe..n serve an behalf' of, 

and through, the hospital." The group adopted the constitution and eleoted officers; 

VJ"II • • TAmaF: H. S111it:h . IIJ"Ssident:: IIJ"a. Edmund Bul'kf!l. ViaA PI'B&ident;s Ill'S. Of:ifllfont'"A . 
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Seoret_ar,:; ~·. Ralph S~kea, Cor. &ecreta:ey; Mra. B. :a:. Williamaon, Treasurer~ Elected 

to membership on the Board ct Directors •" Mrs. R. H. &.pa.rger, Mrs. S • .&.. Hennis, Jr., 

Mrs • G. :M. Mal.mo, Mrs. I... B. Mao en. J:lra. Robert Me 1T 1 tt and Jl rs • J. Howard Hoobr • 

The following -*1b era were elected to the nomination ccmml.ttee; JliBB Yarjorie Yok~, 

chairDm.; lira. 1... a. Jll.oon, Mrs. J. Howard H'?~er, an:l lira. Balph SykBe. Oth&' 

comnittees are; Mrs. Raymond.&.. Sll.ith, Finanoe; Krs.T. c. Britt, Progrmu Jars. Robert 

Iobst, Eduoat ion; .Mra. Jim Griffin, Ways & !feans; Mrs. George S-.rger III, Publieat ionu 

Mrs. Robert Foy, Bulletin; Mrs. E. w. Pad~iam, Pl~rs and Grounds; lira. J. lit. Cheek 

Holiday ObsernnoeJ Jars. I • .&.. Sohaf'er, Hospitality; Jlra. Garland Warn~~., Committee on 

Constitution; Kra. Ben Graves, Chairman, Mrs. Lucien lfreen, Sr., VolunteerJ aDl lirl• 

Iellook Hale, Chmam, Mrs. William K. Woltz, llrs. John P. Fra.nk, Mrs. sam R. Vau@iln, 

Membership. 

Upon adjournment those present _ jc:>i~ed th.e new auiliary ~m signed the minute/ 

book as oha rter a~e n. It •• mno\.llloed tla t the oba.rter roll would ~Da.in open tor 

additioDe.l oharter med)ers until the hospital- dedioaticn was b:tld. 
- . . - - ' -

Sinoe tbe building p-ogrem di~ ~t . :inolude_ ~!' - ~l~tlD.g C!f' shl"'.tbbery, *he 

auxiliary undertook as its -~itial project tbl beautif'ic&:tion of the grouJJls. Mrs. 

Jams s H. Smith, p• sident. 8Dd llrs. E. W. Paddiaon, Chairman of' PlCII'ers end Grounds 
. . . 

CoDDJ.ittee seoured the servioes ot llr! _Robert ~ . _ Campbell• la.ndsoape arohiteot f'ran 

PhiladelP,.ia and Ke:rnenville. !he plant~ Ph: ~- wa• presented and &p~J"O'V'ed by tm 

members. Mrs. Je.mes Griff in, WaJII a.rd ~~ Chaii"'IIP.n, asked t:te group to vdi e on a 

series ot f'laniah:lng }art»•·" to raise funds to be uaed for the preliminary planting 

of' the grour:ld•• !he planting ooulcl be aoocmplished in full if the ta rtiea oontinued 

without a break • At the end of these parties the e.uxiliary had realized t9ss.oo. 

The next projeot was a Harvest Festival held at the Reeves Y. M. C. A... in S•ptember 

1957. The Harvest Festi"Yal mol\¥led a aale ot fresh and canned garden produots am 

baled ga)ds !•ginning at 10 o'elook in the morning. __ _ j.t 8 o'clOok in the evening, a 

barn danoe was :t.l4. From thil project the auxiliary realized t'158.87, 
. . . . 

We teel that 8Uoh efforts to gain an ever inorea•ing nW!i:ler of' pa.rtioipanta in 

hoepital auxiliary affairs tended to unify the ooDID.unity in their stand tor the 
hoa'Dital administration. We saw onr a period of' mcntha a deoided o~e. f'or iDatanoe , 
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a the tone of newspaper artiolea. You will note f'rom the clippings that tM 11 ac r'Hy 
- · · · · 5~ ~<i"~u~~.s · 

o£-tbl aarlie~ a.~ioles seem to point wi~ auspioion ~even a sugestion of scandal to 

the development• o Especially oritizied was the method of selecting the members of the 

hospital beard. rhere waa quite a bit of disocrd evident about the tims tb8 hospital 

appointment• were to be announced. 

In other olippings you will notice the extreme pride and sense of unification 

reaulting fran suoh development e as the gif~a o011trib~ted from near and tar. .AmoW:ng 

these was tbl complete air conditioning of the building giTen by a foundation in memolj 
- .. 

ot a looal oouple. :l4!uly oontributiona were ••11 cnea denoting the wide-spread interest • 

Members of th8 J!Ulior Red Cross made tray favor•. The msn.bers of the Beulah Home 
. . . -

Demonstration Club DB.de and donated_ twel!'e cloth bags to tie on the headboards of beds 

in the ohildrm 'a aeotion of the nn hospi 'ta _~· ~he V ._F. 1f. and the V. F. W. Auxiliary 

gave a. big .&merioan Flag and f'lag pole - ~~~~t~d GD. a halldsome granite base. An anonymou1 

donor gave tbree carts . for use by the Ti»lun._eer wor~ers and nurses at the h08pital. 

The Surry County !llberculoaia .teaociation Dll.de a d~tion to the Northern Hospital of 

free ohest x-re.ya on all admissions to ~e h_!)Sp~tal. Through the oo-operaticn of the 

Home Demonstration Clubs women from every corner of the large hospital district 
- AUxiliary membership grew tO a t ntal nt 556 

volunteered as auxiliary JllSIIb ers. w"'men and 234 w"'men t t nk the t w"' h'"'ur training 
c"'urse in "' r der t"' serve "'n the ha l ls "'f the h"'S J 

Garden clubs gave money raised at a flower show for beautification of "the hospital 

grounds and garden olub manbers t ook the leadership in oar~ing out the plmting. 

Women's societas of the churches iJl town accepted _tbB . rea~onaibili'\y for making tray 

favors each week. In addition to tray favors several ohuroh groups have donated money 

to itle auxiliary to be used fer '\he beautification of the grounds. Some runl churches 

blve furai •hed Sunday School lenona. 

Oa.e whole Girl Scout T:roo p j.oiDJd the ~iliary after hearing abru t ita prograa 

and some of these have deoided on nur~ing oareera. One Girl Scout Troop planted bulbs 

md e.lao made doll beds for children patient!~• Civio grt~upa am illdividuals contributed 

material aDd services to•:rd beautifying hospital grrunda. The Junior Chamber of 

CoiiiiDI8roe gave 13 dogwoods ; JDI.llure was donated by local cattlemen and fertilizer and 

lime were given by D:i%ie Floral Gardens • h + 
1 o:s p f a... ,-ki 

Lowno Heme Demonsi:J"R.tinn ~1t1h -- • LlJs,..,_, ... .! .. + -l-~-l- ~- -·- ~-~-- - -- ~ __ ...._ ~ ___ _._ _ 
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appreciate thia ~erTice Tery much. The Firat Bational Bank'- The _Surry County Loan 

and -Trust ComJ_:&ny • t}l• East en Star, Mount tiry Firemen •a Awe iUary and Martin 

Memorial Nurses .U.ullll&e .lasociation among various o1her &roupa donated 11.000.00 each 
. . 

to IDIIImorbli&e a roca. The Eastem S:tar, FireJJ&n' 1 Auxilla.ry and Buraee Al.wmae 
1 . . .... fl1r::; . fJJ.S . !hcaf-trJ crau~e. a. -h,..,e f, J,y-ctrj c_a r 

did ape o ial projects to ra.iae thie money. a: f1 cl s «- f' p ;, e....s t:U f..u c ~ w a.. .s s fo c.k e w' f-t.. 
. boo k s -f.r 0 ll-j lh t1 f) y d 0 rJ C) r:s . * fl/e-t+- faq e 

.1.n anonymous dmor baa made a gift to the ~ ospital which will provide a. ocntinuiD« .J 

donation each yea.r in excess of' t3,000.00 to pay for the treatment of charity pa.tientlle 

llrs. Ben Graws, Co-chairman with Mrs. L. P. lf'renn, Sr. of' the Colllllittee on 

Volunteer Service, reported tbl.t awroximately _ ~60 woa11 had signed to aerw i n the 

following categories of' work; olerioal, _ f'l~era, reception desk, patient service, 

sewing, tray tavo rs and library. Yemberah ip ia open to any interested at any time • 

Several services b«ga.n iDmediately. To this date 19 lite mel!bershipa in the organiza.tion 

haw been secured. These life 18mbershipa are awarded to &DJ 11ho contribute 1100.00 

or more. 

On Bovaaber 1, 1967 Mr. John Kelly Lookbt.rt aaa~d * duties of' aclminia1;ra.tor 

of' the Northern Hospital • .ls administ~tor he Will, among _otbolr duties, ooordi!3ate 

the activities of' the Hospital J.uxiliaxy. In hie epeach to the llount Airy Woman' a 

Cl ub Mr. Lockhart said, "tl8 Woman' a .luxilia.ry oan serve best in two oategorieu as 
. . .. . -

pioneers in this area to inf'crm th~ public ~ }losP.ital prooedures md po'lioiea, and 

aa Tolunteers to provide extra services for patients and profess ionala. 

When tm Hospital Board na.D8d its_ a~d~g oollllli ttee s they appointed twro members 

from 1bl Hospital .luxi liary to serve, e:x-offioi~ on tm bu~lding and grounds committee. 

Their duties a.re to uake reooiiiii8Ddationa as to a.dditions, altera.ti ons, repairs and. 

maintenance ot buildings am grounds. 

The Je.rtin llemorial SOhool ot_ Nursing! affiliated wi'th the Northern Hospital 

of' Surry Cotaty, ia aohedullld to open :in Spptember of' 1968. l.t a. meeting held J.uguat 
. ' . -

22, 1957 a School of Bursing .&dviaory Council was establiahed. Five members of thia 
vJe.-.r-e... 

oounoil ._ ae»oted from the hospital Auxiliary. 

The Northern Surry l.oadeqt ot Jledioine welcomed the Hospital ..lanliary into the 

l'ltl.ks ot those who are working to Jake our hospital the most ett'ioient poasib le with 
%ir.t:t 



Purchase of needed oxygen therapy equipu:snt was Dade poasible by a donation to 

Northern Surry Hospital by the Mount Airy Ju~io~ Woman's Club. The fad -.a used to 

purchase a "Croupette" therapy tent. This equipdnt. whicil resembles an oxygen tent,. 

is used in treating children suffering from asthma, bronohitia and similar ailments . 

In expressing appreciation for the clomt ion, Vr. Lookba.rt painted out that the 

equjlpment will serve "as a mon\lldnt to the club'• aim. of service to the ooDmunity". 

md stated that it waa "gratifying to have tle support af com.unity leaders in 

develeping hospital aervioe for tm area." 

-------------- ---- -
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this letter ot commendation. 

TO .ALL )Q){BERS I 

In a recent meeting of 'the Horthem Surry Academy of Medicine a reaolution waa 

puaed unanimoualy endorsing end offering congra tulationa on the toi'JI8. tion ot tbe 

ladies Auxiliary of tlw lortmrn Roapita.l of Surr,y County. We wilh jou every success in 

your DIW venture and 'WBnt you u, know, cur servioes arw always aw.ila.ble to you tor 

any help we may be ablle. to give. 

We sinoere~ feel that your organization makes a long atep forward tonrd the aucoeea 
_. . ~ ·• 

of our DBW hospital. Your enthuai&aa, interest, public spirit ADd. devotion ot time, 11 

highly oe1111endable in .uaking this new inatitutiOil truly one which belong• to the oiti&ene 

ot this district. 

Without the interest which you are ~iaplay~g. we do not believe the hospital could· 

be euooesstul, or honestly be called a public tnatitution. 

We are locking forward to working 'lilltil you • eaoh and everyone, aa soon as our 

hospital ia oaapletede 

Sinoereq, 

Signed r Charlea L. Sykea, Me D. 

T. c. Britt, Jr., K. D. 

The Horthem Jloapital ot Surry Cow:Lty ~·- dedioa.tecl on the Slat of March 1967. 

At this tia the "Pink Ladiea" a.de tmi r debut dressed in the cherry red smocks they 

wear which have beoom 'the ational badge of recognition for hospital volunteera • 

.Approximately SOO "Pink lALdiea" were hoateases and tbly guided over '•000 mn, women and 

childrc ot Mount .liry and other coDmunities tor miles around the Granite City through 

the n- 100-bed hoapi tal • Another •,ooo citizens were eatiJD&tecl to have been present 

but le t t 'tlb.en they deoided not to "taok~~ a. two~hour waiting line. Kembers of the 

.Auxilial)" also served ootfee and doughnut• to the guest. 

Govemor Luther H. Hodge• dedicated the new $1,860,000 hospital and nursea home 
' ' 

and sohool at the JLount ..liry High Sahool and oolll!lended the oitizena of Surry County, for 

oont inuing :tl orth Caro lin&' a "arch ot good health." 
' - ' 

Reaogni zing many who had helped/ Dr. llartin thanked the hoapi tal Wome' s .luxiliary 
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and ita -Pink Lady service organization. Among the platform guests reoogni&ed inoluded 
- ~ . , - ... 

Mrs. J.-a a. Smith, President Hospital Auxiliary and Jlra. Otia )(oore. S.eoretary of the 

Hospital Auxiliary. 

Northern Hospital of Surry Coqnty daily t"ated an average of to adult and 

pediatrio pa. tic ta dur iD.g it a first month of operation. Comparieon with firuNI of 

otm r area hospitals during the t'irat year ot operation revealed that tM SUrr,y Hospital 
- - -

had a higher oo<Jlpanoy. Ex:presaing gra.tifioation at tM reaulta. Mr. Lookbart. 

hospital administrator sWM., "In addit~on to the_ beat il!l. b1.1ildi.ng and equipment that 

oan be obtained all of' WI aN oontinually ~eek~g to imp~e our ata.f'f in oi:Uer to giTe 

the beat posiJible patielrli oare. OUr aim., of oourlli is to develop hospital 1ervio e 

whioh will enable the people of' our area to be treated by their own doctors near their 

own homes am t'amiliea. The patrell.a~ af'f'cr ded our hospital thua tar 1Jiclioatea that 

thia aim ia being oarried out." 

Still m its infanoy t~ auxi~iary ~embers have muoh ~o learn through training and 

aervioe and muoh tl:l!ly wish to aooollPlJ..ah• Wome~ wh~ join m thia important effort 

fi.Dd tla t doing for o1ihers is a riohl~ rewardillg experi~':loe. They measure the time 

• • • h1 '/ t:Jidev wofhe tV spent, not ::Lll hours, but in deep eatJ.ata.otJ.on and lasting enjoyment. ,.,an ~ colhfl-? tWitl-, 
e'SfO--Cta rly h4Ve. /'our,d II'\ ~e. JJ osftfi..l A-~tx.,lia "ry -<ln opf'orf-e-trJJ-J; fose_vvb e_ ..} 

In order to oover our service area with a population of' 60,000 people, the 

auxiliary needs tm interest and tartioip. tion of every WOD&Jl in the diatrlot. . . . 

Sumarizing wla t the Junior Woma.n' a Club has .done in adopting the Hospital .tllltiliary 

as a projeot am 8pO.U80 ring ita orpm.izat ion it baa been said• ".t. new organisation or 
. . . . 

a n• matitution o&m.ot auni.Te wtthout _the friendly support of the publio. Your 

Club's ocasiderate servi.oes llave arlcBcl your efforts aa go«_?~""11lill ambassadors." It is 

hoped tlat this auxiliary Will inspire the interest and. support of' all individuals alld 

oivio groups that it ay be a true ooDnunity projeot to help bring to f'ulf'illmnt tbl 

dreama of' the best hospital aT&ilable. 



NHSC AUXILIARY 

The Northern Hospital of Surry County was dedicated in 1957 and the first patients were 
admitted on April 3, 1957. The Auxiliary was organized in November 1955 with 55 members 
under the direction of the Mount Airy Junior Woman's Club. Because the community had been 
without a hospital for four years, and due to the interest in the new one, the membership grew 
to 556 by opening day. Some of these members are still active. 

In the beginning, fundraising efforts consisted mainly of bazaars and vanishing parties. In May 
1961, the Snack Shop was opened and it was run entirely by volunteers until October whe.n a 
manager was hired. Currently, there are six paid staff people and volunteers often lend a hand. 
The Gift Shop was opened in March 1984 and is currently staffed entirely by volunteers. Other 
fundraising projects include the vending machines in the Emergency Waiting area, the 24-hour 
Flower Machine in the Main Lobby, the Love Light Fund (25 are supported). 

The Auxiliary is proud of its history of gifts to the hospital, including the purchase of a blood gas 
machine for pathology, cardiac monitors, fetal monitoring system, anesthesia equipment, 
defibrillator for the emergency department, a $100,000 donation towards the new wing building 
campaign, new furniture for the main lobby, bone density machine and numerous other gifts. 

The Auxiliary also supports a Junior Volunteer program for teens age 14-18. This program 
successfully teaches students about the career opportunities available the hospitCII and helps 
them in their healthcare career path. · ) 

Each volunteer is encouraged to join the Auxiliary and to be a part of such a distinguished 
service organization. In order to join, dues may be paid annually under the following structure: 

Active Membership- $5.00 (actively volunteering a minimum of 40 hours per year.) 
Associate Membership- $7.00 (volunteering, but less than 40 hours per year.) 
Contributing Member- $10.00 (interested in Auxiliary membership, but not actively 

Volunteering.) 

Auxiliary members enjoy such benefits as service pins for hours worked, monthly Auxiliary 
newsletter - Second Wind, invitation to annual recognition banquet during National Volunteer 
Week, 10% discount on regularly priced merchandise in the Gift Shop, the opportunity to 
purchase some medications in the pharmacy which may be at a lower cost, free TB testing and 
free flu and Hepatitis B shots, an Auxiliary patch for uniform and the opportunity to hold an 
office and belong to an organization that assists the hospital through service and fundraising. 
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