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1 January 1997 

Dear Cousin Wade , 

Happy New Year to you! 

Thank you for your letter of 23 December 1996 which arrived 
yesterday, and f or the check . I do sincerely hope that you 
will not be disappointed in the papers I will send 
separately . 

I also nope your new con~ac~s will put your vision back on 
track, because you have a deal of looking to do . One piece 
of advice from Aunt Jane ; don ' t , under any circumstances , 
put your hands anywhere near your eyes , ever . Especially 
not something with copy ink on it . I even tell my genealogy 
students about this . 

You ' uns are ahead of we ' uns because we are just now getting 
the HISTORY CHANNEL, and I haven ' t had time to test it out . 
Coats of arms are a misunderstood subject to so many 
genealogists , and some of the purists have a fit about them . 
Me; I don ' t believe any of my ancestors ever had a coat , 
much less arms , and certainly no helmets, plumes , mantles or 
crests . However , many things a r e changing ; it is now 
possible for us to qualify for a Scottish Tartan, even if we 
belong to no clan at all . I can see my old Adam Coble , 
proper German that he was , rising up and saying that he was 
a Deutschman , not a dammed skirt- wearing Scot. 

Speaking of folk talk , my maternal aunt , Ruth Fields Heath, 
has always used the word " juberous" instead of d ubious . As 
near as I can remember she is the only one among the aunts 
to do so. Aunt Hattie, who was a holy terror to her husband 
and the hired hands , always used " how so" rather than "why" . 

"Shot your wad" ; I love it! 

-ow for the bad news. The DAR Application Papers are only 
~n the DAR Archives in Washington , DC , and are not easily 
available to us . These are the forms used to establish a 
?atriot and prove legitimate descent from him . It is these 
papers that show personal information about the Patriot . 
_l m can check the Revolutlonary Pay Voucher s and any other 
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data on Richard in both Surry and Rowan counties that may be 
housed in the Archives. 

Since I have long wanted to purchase the Surry County census 
records done by Carol Snow and Agnes Wells I now ha_ve a 
good reason for doing so . Working from a book in the 
comfort of my own home does help me ; if I find anything 
interesting then a copy from the reel of microfilm is 
warranted. 

What I need to know is this : 

Which 
1870 , 

census 
1860 , 

years in book form do you want/need? 
1850, 1840, 1830? 

1880, 

The 1850 Surry County Census included Yadkin County , which 
was taken from Surry in 1850/51, and I do own that one 
already . 

I believe our modus operandi f or 1850 should be as follows : 
you send me the name/s of those persons whom you seek and I 
will check my book and make copies from the book , along with 
the neighbors. Then if you want microfilm copies I can get 
them for you . If you prefer a different approach let me 
know . 

Now, for some explanations of the Estates Papers you will 
soon receive . 

As you are aware, not all loose papers have survived , 
especially in Surry county . Those that did were gathered up 
by the Archives , taken to Raleigh , fumigated , restored in so 
~ar as possible , and placed in acid- free folders and boxes . 

·one of the staff doing this word knew the ancestors 
~.volved , so they had to make the best determination 
~ossible when same name people were involved or there were 
~o dates on the papers . It was better to make a separate 
~~le, as in John Hill, than to lump all together . My own 
_eLer Fields ' records are mixed with those of his namesake 
~~an son , but those of us who have worked on the families 
: .. ow whose is whose . Staff are not allowed to make any 
.: .. -nges in the contents of these folders except through a 
~~ecific process , which I have never attempted , although the 
;; "'·· olph County Genealogical Society officers have been very 
~~~cessful in clarifying some files . 

:-e Administration of an estate was very much the same then 
~s .ow; an inventory of the estate; a sale of the perishable 
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estate ; the widow, if living , petitions t he court fo r her 
dower rights in real estate of her husband . She also 
petitions the c ourt for her year ' s provisions , especially 
when there are children still at home . It usually took 
about a year to settle the estate ; sometimes longer , rarely 
any sooner . 

Are you familiar with the term , Administrator with the will 
annexed? If so , then you know the de cede nt left a will 
which for some reason was set aside . Maybe it was not 
properly witnessed ; maybe he fo r got to name an Executor ; 
maybe the named Executor was ineligi b l e to serve in that 
capacity . My old Jeffrey Beck named a minor infant son 
under 21 years as his Executor , a nd that played mer ry hell 
with the settlement. We are still looking for all the 
papers! 

An infant is anyone under 21 years of a ge . It took me a 
while to get that through my noggin , but it is a red flag 
for us . 

Back to the photocopies ; on some there will be just a bit of 
data , usually naming the decedent and saying something about 
the settlement . This is called the Endorsement and George 
Ste vens t aught us to always get a copy of it. In the case 
o f a will it will say "Will of Richard Hill". Estates 
papers may have several types of endorsements , and are like 
a title page or cover letter , usual l y done for the 

onvenience of the county clerk . 

. other thought ; if the decedent owned property in another 
county (as in the papers of Zephani ah Hil l ) some papers 
probably would have been genera t ed in t his other county . 

arne for a will . Moral: we need to remember tha t county 
DO ndaries were not fe nces . 

ave gone through each set of papers and noted some names 
dates , but have not yet worked in de p t h. One of the 

- s valuable sets of papers names the articles and buyers 
a~ Lhe sale , and this can be used in conjunction with census 
_ tax records . 

5~eaking of taxes , which tax years have I sent you? Agnes 
-~~~s may still working on them so far as I know, and I can 
5=~- copies as they are published . 

-~= other thing ; if you have trouble dec iphering the writing 
_-:. r:hese papers let me know . I have a chieved a certain 

of proficiency in readinq the old writing and Robert 
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says it is because I was a county clerk in one of my former 
lives . He doesn ' t know the half of it . 

My printer is on strike; don ' t know what you will receive 
with this letter . 



.Jane Smith Hill .. 

)U v·till ot:oserte .. I have recovered frorn my bout with darnnitials. If I sur·tive my foray into 
a .eur qenealogy I sr1all eschew initials f(;.rever and ever. 

,.11 0-.--..... -~ r.J"''o.t;.-t..-._ 1-it-rT.-..... .-., /'CA •. - .. f ·-:. .. -.~ .. 1 fi~i...-. ""ll-w" . .-._ 11~ --:. 1/i .......... ... ,.""l'-"".t .... , ,.......,.-..-,_.,..._/'1 J_,. •. h..-, /, ("'~'"'lh. tJ~..-. ..-.... ...._,,..,..jY't ,-. .1'7. i ... ·~ hr-. l ... nA\AJ 
0 c::"\ .. 4 .J'../1 I I~ lll I IV (J. ~:~\..1 ' .• .JJ Col '• .. -\.J l .. ..f.:> II I 0.~ .. .''-.. J t..fl .. Q ('\.II 1.::•11 JCJ.I I I I Coli I 1-:::''-.. .a •j' . .J I II I ,....,.j IIV l il I J. ,._,,._} U -:.111 ~Q f\ .. .f I It::" f· .. l I~ Ti 

·)hns at the same tirne- Big .John, Little ,John, Lon~JChin . .John, Lying . .John, Broomstrav·l.John. I 
r :ier if that is not a better system. And in the B::1.kers, I fourKJ t·lv'O Williams - Long Billy' and Fat 
. It Y·loti::s .. better than initials. 

-~ •--~ ~ti t·::.k1. r1~1 .-1 hr·,::.·~'-- ~~- r·r'"' thA H1·11c anr~ Br'::.11·=· an·d •r>r· r·,::.~n ·J .. C> I''·'A l·)AAn s"'uffll·n·g t"'JA (~rv!k~ ,)t;::t::: • ...,: .. :.&., •• I ·~, '-'· ..... 0.,? 1_.. t· .. 11 1-) l --· I ,._ : t .. ~ Q.l·-· .. :.. ·~ 11
.. ..,._f .... l'"v I ... 1-.J • ., .•. , ._I I , .• J I v ...... v .... """". 

less i nq is tt·1at there '·Nere Fei·ver oF them. I co nFitm that Urs u Ia (Cook) Baker wa.s th~ da ug t"1ter 
.. lliarn and Amy Cook .. of the H~atman's Creek vicinil:'j in Stokes Coun~y'. The papers you sent 
.:- y co nfitrn that Vo/ill iarn had a brott-,er Thomas v·..-ho narned sister Martha in his will. 

: ~vidence .'tt tl;i,. lll'lie points tuv\"'CJ.r(l the brothers 'William and Thomas and sister ~·l1artha as 
and daughter of Robert anci Mary·J also of ~~eatman>s Creek in Stokes as early as the ·17so··s . 

....., .II I r .. ., 4~ 1-r-. tt· A I·";< •. , .• . •. Fam i 1" ,....r· t'"' •. r. l ,,-. ., n the:. \!.!.-~ <'·lfi"' I~ -""'mml u r·l·h I "'f c· l,..,.., I -:::.,... r1 ,...,-.(., .... .-...-l i tl0. fyor··1 = u C-1, l'c'CJ.\..4.:' 1.\.) l'c' O.l '~'c' 1r IIIJ V .,.(}•.)t;_.,:~ tllv YY'c'-:>1 I<:." I\.~ ·~v I I I l)' 'v1 ·..J lll _i' <A·:> ~~<-...:1 .·<:."11\.H ~jll'· I 

son of Robetta.nd fv1at)' . I have more V·lork to clo, t)ut I am cautiously optimistic that Robert and 
'.re tt·Je prot)able progenitors or tt1e coo~:s or Sto~~es awl s urr;. 

~nding a sheet of iterns that should tie some of the Cooks together. Perhaps ~lou ·could 
uade Tim to run this through the Archives. If he t)e 1Nilling, send me the bill. 

.. _ _- nbur;ement of $4.75, your mailing cost for the loan of the 1850 Suny Census. I have 
· at I need, ancJ I thank you for the loan. It's a go(xl trling you loaned it to me.: I endecJ up 

_ urt near half of the pages. I took an oatr1 a long time ago never to lend another book, but 
-~ nerosi~~ in my tirne of need prornpts me - not to break my oath - but to make another. I 

o lend you a book, anytime y'OU ask. The census arrived vv·ith tt·Je little M3.ck cloth edgin9 
·r : . I t·Ja\··e 91Ue(J itt)aCk. 

·OF·ie.::J the sheets, tiere·..vith returned. 

'am, you .::Ji(J lend me the Bray farnil~l sheets. I remember cop~ling_. and r1erevvith copies of 
ca:lii?.S_ I certainly intende(J to return tr1e originals. Sorry! I v·iill look scme more for }lOUr originals . 

.... y have seen the query re Littlebeny Btc-1.~1, Ma.rcr1 Ya.dkin _journal. I am v·1riting to tv1r. Bay•er in 
~'}>ect .:)r s·ttappinq tt1e little 1 kno··N or Litt!el)eny ror wr1at tw might knovv or Sarar1 Bra}'' and 

~~~ .. , ill. Louis D. Bayer 
·1907 Carbonton Road 
Sanford, t-lC 27330 

. h·1r. Bayer cant be rnore than ;3_ rnile frorn rny Baker kln of Lee County. 

_,.:; is good, that I shoul·j be able to keep the Bray estates in the order filed in the Arcrtives. 
I t1aven't yet disturbed tr1e sequence .. an(J I tt1ink tt·1ere are but aver; few that I would 

~ der. I 'h'illlet ~lou knovv hm·v I rearran9e, if I do. 



- h.:>::H·fi h::-H~lr ft·r.m n~ n ti~\1 r)f Vtl:::-1 c: hi nf'l~() n ~...... whr·.m I v ... n··.~.,::. :Ji hr-.. II~ ()) lr rn llh I:Ji I lr in r.f c:; lltl"./ 
.. ... . ..... .._ .... ._, r.J"'Io• . ..... l '\. ll...,l l l L.J._..IIII "• " J 'JI 11._-.- l lll l ::l"• "JII} ._.._, 11 1 1._..111 1 III"J._\o. -.-.lf'J'V'-,'Io ._ . .. O'If l ll ._'l "•'lo"._ • • 1 l "olll VI ,_.\o'llll • 

, j h irn, i suppose, but i did rrt send h irn a i i that much. .Just e no ugh so he wo u id k no\·Y vvhether 
:. ... -? into the same Denn}IS . 

. E·:tst Goes \•Vest, I have t-tearc1 frorn a Hill descendant in Kansas. She has beguiled her local 
... 111:0 inter-netting 50 free pages of ttw book. She has located the tiOOk in Tennessee, a.nci I 

"=" :~nt her m)l covr· of the index. So .. perhaps she can lay t·,ands on SO pages of Hiiis. I 
~-""."""'":=· .e(l that stie conspire vvitti sornebody to get another 50 pages .. atKl if st·1e can s\·Ving that deal 

ul(l get all or most of the Hill pages. I' ll let you kno\·V. I still hope to buy the book, if I ever 
· publisher. 

• io; ht want to locate 0 l(i ~-~evv Kent Co u ntj· . by fv1a leo lrn H. H:uris. I have six pages of Vo I urne 1 .. 
_ ,. a cousin desce n(Ja nt of the Poi nde xters. The e(lqes of some f) a qes vv·ere missed t:.u the .., ._. I 

. , t>ut rny ~;tuess is trlis .. from Pa.ges 146-·14 7. 
The Bra vs t·,a d a large quanti~~ of Ia nd in the counties of Charles and .James City and ~-~e ·...v 

-- .Iter the (Jeath of Thomas Brav the elder .. last will 2·1 May ·1700, devised to Thorna.s Brav the 
r, his lands on Black Creek--
jornetirne after tt·Jis .Jor1n Custis became owner of the Brick House tract, ·which passed to 

... : , arkeCustis .. and in ·1758 ·.,.··~as in the tenure of Martha Custis--
11 ·Jt: ·J 0 Georqe VI''El.Stlington Parke Custis sold ·1 040 acres Y·lhich ·was part of the Mount Pros­

...... , ·::; r·~·-J t··c-1rt ··)r· Br·1· -~k-t1 ·~ uc-~ --• . :;~. ~ . .._~ r-'·- . l. l.. l_.t ._.~;:t . 

t ese are \/irginia. I vvonder 'Nhether our V'irginia Brays rnigr1t have t>een the earlier (>\·Vners of 
----....-;,. Custis' Brickhouse Tra.ct she bein9 the .... ..,.·ife of George V•/ashington. 'Tv·tould be an interes­

: . J '/, and there rnay be some Bra;/ t·iograph)l in the book. Cousin foun(i Old New Kent County 
. C ,1\..rct·,ives. Pet"t"1aps Tirn mi9t"!t find our first known Bra}/, Peter and t·Jis kin in tt·1e pages pre-

:. ~ Carnin's notes to you I find some sheets for \Villiarn Hill of Stokes, ··,·vith a sticl(er 9iving the 
-=- ~tn<j acJcJress of Mrs. Dressler. I cant tell \·vhether the sheets V·lere cione L)y Carnin or l)y 
=-=- ·-·, so I don-'t knovv vvhic:h of thern to \ ... ,rite to. rcl like to ask u·,e preparer Vv't·,ether st·,e rnlqht 
- • ·~tour Vv'illi;:urJ ·vvhile w·ortdng ·vvith vVilliarn of Stokes, and vvhether she migt·,t have notes on 

~lliam. '"'Vould you ask Carnin w·hich of them made the sheets? 

_ ~ ~ga.rd .. the Camin-Dressler sheets ha.ve 'William of Stokes as a Baptist chaplain a.t the battle 
- ... ·orcJ Court House. Do )IOU suppose that the adjutants and clerks of the Continental .A.tmy may 

cransposed the records oft ... vo Vv'illiam Hills'!' A ~o~1s . Simons .. v·tho has done a mountain of 1NOt1< 
'liarn of Stokes .. dout>ts tr1at rte vvas ttw minister. She is cotwinceci that tt·,e records atKi 

:: vd ;j_CCOUnts are full Of errors .. this being but one Of many . 

. v.::. the one account, from Ohio, that our Williarn 1h'Cl.s a Baptist minister. V•/e knov·l from son 
:o r 's pension claim tr1at our ··~Villifl.m \·Yas at Guilforcl Court House, and fv1s . Simons is not 

: ""'='· -ed that V•/illi;:ur, of Stokes was in u·,e war at aiL Even as:;urnlnq that !)ott·, \•Vlillarns ::;etveci, I 
- te rnilita.ry 1Nell enough from sa(j e;<perience to kno\·V tt·J;3.t a paper of one solclier can l)e mis­

tt"le papers of another. 

oubt that there was A \Nilliam Hill·who served at Guilford as a chaplain. I Y\~)uld expect the 
; o s:3.V as rnuch. But I wxKJer whether this wa.s our \h'illiam. and 'Nhether researchers rniqht. .. . .., . 

·• :: -~ or by mis-direction .. have taken from the record of our Va/illiarn, Baptist of S u~r·, and applied 
· ,u-,er \•V'ill iarn also of Sun}''. I still tiolci thatthe vvill or Stokes V•/illiam "elcier"' does not prove 

...,. .. s of the •:::le~y .. and could as 'N'5'11 proYe only that he Y'fCJ.s ol•:jer thcl.n his son 'Nillio.m. 



·~ ohviii to be aooended to his name? As in ''i \•Viiiiarn Hiii. Eider'; !'Stokes)·. do deciare this rny 
I I • \ 

In deeds, yes indeed. .A.s in .... , ''0/illiam Hill, Planter'' (S urr;) deed to my son Richard. I cannot 
:; 1 ever seeing the testator's profession st.3.ted in a ··,·viii. I never say never, but 'Nhat do you 



12 March 1997 

Mr . Wade Baker 
1715 Bartlett Drive 
.~chorage, AK 99507 

Je r Cousin Wade : 

Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box Z, Salem Stati on 

Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

So glad you have recovered with your bout of darnnitials; wouldn ' t you 
j st love to have hose clerks to yourself for a few minutes? At least 
a few minutes is all I would need! 

~he identifiers you used of the John Ashburn group is exactly the way 
~any early surnames came into being , hundreds of years ago. But they do 
.. e p us in this ime of difficult identification when there were so many 
.same named people in the area . (My previously excellent spelling has 
~aen confounded by the 18th century clerks who wrote the wills and court 
minutes I am in process of transcribing , and who spelled as they thought 
:it . And because this is a transcription , 1 must use their spelling and 
words. There were no standards of spelling until old Daniel Webster 
.orought ou his dictionary circa 1828 . What is also amusing (read 
== s~rating] is that the spell checker in WORD is very limite for my 
:-.eeds . ) 

-~n' never say never! It will come home to haunt you! Interesting th t 
...r should mention the occupa tions of testators; they abound in the 

~ar ier records in wills, but re r rely found 'n 1 ter ones . I am in 
Frocess of digesting (less than a transcription but more than an 
~.os ract!] the first Will Book of Guilford county , NC and we have come 
ac=oss many occupations therein. Apparently it was not required, but 
·=s added by the testator for whatever reason . So far , we have planter, 
_:man, blacksmith , & farmer ; more o f the latter . Therefore , Elder may 
::e a de!lignator for Willi m Hill t o !leparate him from all t he other 
·~-liam Hill men . I had read it Elder as in a church-related manner. My 
:~erience has been tha t Deacon was used in the Baptist Churches rather 
~-a~ Elder . Who knows? Which denominations used the term Elder? 

:~an you for the check ; maybe the c osts of this res earch will 
_:ca_erate somewhat from now on in . 

-ouRNAL from the SCGA came today and I saw that you are also 
er . You might want to make a note that in the 1996 Membership List 

-: .. e name of Gera ld W. Cook of Fancy Gap, VA should be stricken . Jerry 
_a~ unexpectedly in hospital last year ; I believe in late Spring or 

Summer . I was out of town at the time and learned about it too 
or any etails . He was a regular patron of the NC Room when I was 
there and we not only shared a zodiac sign in co~~on , but the same 
de toward genealogy . He was both an author and a compiler, but we 
could connect his and Robert ' s Cook family . He is missed! 



I agree with you about lending my books, but I do make exceptions: would 
you like to borrow the 1860 and/or 1870 and/or 1880 Surry County census 
abstracts ; maybe one at a time? Let me know . Thanks for the repair on 
the 1850 ; it has been well used and needed some help. 

You re taking a respite from Hills and Braes [Scotland?] by working on 
the Cooks, which family I have neglected . I am working on the wills and 
court minutes of Gui ford via the microfilm, nd s ·nee there is no 
problem about being interrupted at it , have made good progress . There 
have been too many of the above interruptions whils concentrating on 
the families and have laid them aside for awhile . When things improve 
here I will get back to them again . Speaking of Brays , there are some 
in th9 9 stgrn count' 95 of C . M a ny f m ' ,;;,s c m,;;, aw.m r V ' to 

eastern NC and then migrated west along the t i er of counties on the 
VA/NC border . This was their way of thwa r ting their descendants . I will 
seek the book OLD NEW KENT COUNTY , by Malcolm H. Harris . Wish me luck . 

Thank you for the family sheets copies . I wor k better from them than 
any other method, and can add data to them w'th footnotes , e c . 

I don ' t receive the Yadkin JOURNAL , so would appreciate any gems you can 
sha re rom it . Let me know if Mr . Bayer is of help . 

Congrats on the success of ge ting some of 
WEST! I do hope you can get more of it. 
distant neighbors of the Virginia elite? 

he HILL pages from EAST GOES 
My , my, are you and Robe·rt 

Answer : Betty Gamin sent me copies of Mrs . Dressler ' s family sheets , 
done by Dressler herself. Sorry tha it was unclear . 

::: have an ancestor , Christopher Vickery , who "was a Baptist Minister at 
the Battle of Guilford Co rthouse". Christopher was not an ordained 
minister ; I h ave proof positiv e of that . There are no official records 
of his being at the Ba ttle in any capacity , although I was told his name 
is in the cardfile maintained there. BUT THAT CARDFILE IS NOT OFFICIAL ; 
:::~WAS MADE FROM NAMES SENT IN by descendants!!!!! Yes , in my opinion 
~ecords can be confused by the military ; just imagine the era with 
nothin g anywhere near the resources we have now . Paper was scarce as 
. en ' s teeth, and preserving any records was a challenge . They had t o 
- ve from location to location, draggi ng the paperwork along . We are 
_Jcky any of it survived . This Baptist minister thing may be correct , 
:J t it may also be a product of layers of and additions to family 
.. istory that has come down o us ; and if put into print becomes 
· ospel" . 

• y NCGS NEWSLETTER also came today and the r e was a HILL query from Mrs . 
·..:..nifred Jacobs , with whom I corresponded many yea rs ago , and who did 

at that time seem to realize the enormity of the HILL problem. Her 
~=esent query is thus : 
~:::~L, SHROPSHIRE . ROYALTY , LANE, GIBBONS . 
~sn to contact researchers of William Hill (d . 1792) Surry Co . (not the 

:;aptis t Min ist e r) . Ch: Thomas/Catherine Shropshi re ; J a cob ; John (not 
..:..g John" HILL of eastern TN) ; James (b . 1763)/Nancy Royalty ; and 

:~~ported son and dau : John (b. 1775 NC , d . 1847 MO)/Elizabeth Lane and 



Polly (Hill) Gibbons. Believe Joab and Polly to be ch . of Jacob Hill. 
Where did his William Hill live in Rowan, Guilford, and Surry Cos., NC? 
Contact : Winifred Jacob, 5200 S . W. Colony Ct . Beaverton, OR 97005. 

You may or may not wish to take up a correspondence with her . 

Will send your wish list to Tim and get back to you the results . It may 
be a while, as Tim has a heavy case load at the moment . 

What did you think of "relict"? Isn't that neat? Women ' s Lib was 
needed but has gone way too far in the opposite direction . From where I 
see it , moder tion would be so much better for everyone . 

You have done some clear hinking on the Cook family ; I hope Tim' s 
research will pay off. 

Also, when Helen Leary gave her lecture to Guilford in January , she used 
a census time line similar to the one enclosed. One of these was 
generated for each member of the family she was showing us how o 
follow. It is especially good for same name and for migrating people. 
See what you think . 

Must run; friend husband is hungry! 



' -:t r·p.r·P.t·· .. ·;:...-j 00. ~ ...... )Itt ·) (! f"• ·:1 r"1AC· .. -. f E'= c:t (---.-;,:::.•:; '• .Vp.ct i f"ii"At"t"IP.ItP..-i ft·..--.r·- ~-·-!A n:: 11:=1 c: p rrh I ir· L ir· r·::i P .. 1 
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-: Young Street, Dallas TX, 7520·1 . rve been holding my bre;:tttl, and v·ie can breathe a~p. in. tv1y 
-~ ens ions ··/·/ere _justified- it's \N'illiarn of Tovvn Fork and his t)unch. t---~arl one of our'n, unle::s b)'' 
~ -,t \·ve spring frorn an UtKloc ume nteci earlier generation of that Vv'i II iam' s tribe. Did Robert ever 

.-.. -. night be ·• u ndoc urne nt¥f'? 

ler comments .. to her creclit, on several of the accounts anci their differences and em:.rs, and 
~ '"oceeds as best st·,e can to set the record straight. V·/ouldn-'t ~:IOU just know, she makes her 
-7!Tors arKi tKltTOV';''S vounquns atKi nuts them under other fathers, like nw qrann·1• usecl to t3.k:e 

J '\o" r- } .... 
::r"Jick':; c1.nd put thern ··.·vitt·l a tletter hen to l)e their rnarnm~y. I rlcl"/e real praise ior East Goes 

uta t)it ()f ciisappc·intrnent too. I vvill send the pages if ;··ou v ... ant, t·ut it ain't our Hills. Drat old 
-=-:-1 Elder, he's :3.11 over everytx>ciis pages. If ever I 'hrite do\·vn m~l Hills, I aim to say not one 
: 3_.)0Ut that bunch from TOV\'TI Fork Just for spite. tv1a~yt)e I'll just s::i.}'', ''And then, u·,ere·'s them 

... ·:.::ky Hills that everytJOCi}' talks atXli.Jt tJut never cHd amount to rnuc;t-~_·" Everyt)oci~~·· \·Viii kno\·V 
::an . 

• 

7 your Professional's H:tt for :3. Jiffy, if you please, anci think "Elder···, as in the will of .... , \•Villiarn 
~ :ler''. In the ·1 BOO ··.·viii oi A.txaharn Cook, 'v\,..ilkes County_ . . llJxaharn makes a point of identi~'ing 
_ · ·ren of rlis first wife as ... ·rn;l elder crlilclren''. The}''·,·vere, of course, older tt·1an the children of 
:: .:: nd ··.·vife and perhaps that's all he meant to say. But I Vy\:)t"Kier v·ihether you rnight' h:3.ve 
_ .... ·_Pored this connot3.tion in enouqh \·viii::: to conclude that ''elder'' 'Nas a common rne;:,_ns of 

1 r · :.: ·1ing the first batct1 ofc:hilclren fn)tTI a later batch . Have I been overlooking a clue? Vv'ere 
en of the first batch uelders'·'? '-il-'as \11/illiam Hill Elder making the statement that he V·laS the 

-_of his fatt·,er's first rmuria~w to his mother and not to t)e confused \·vitr1 his father's second 
'3_ 'tr1erebv rn istaken as a SOtl of the Second V·tife? .. 

=-"' _ Goes ,h/est this \1•/i II iam' s father V\·as indeed t·l·lice married, and this W'i II iam \·vas indeed a 
:; v first v·life. East Goes \•Vest a.lso says th:3.t this V•/illiarn ··Na.s an Episcopalian_. who disovvned 

_ .. ~ r becornin9 a Baptist I calle(i some Episcopal churches, and they tell rne that tt·teir clergy' 
e ,.,_. not B::Jer. 

· .. e off the hat 

.ell vou rnore tt·1an 1 f=TIOW about Elders arnonqst tr1e B;:lptists. tv1v olcl P::l ··.·va.s r~:;_ ise(J in tt·1e 
} ·-· } 

_ _,..·~Baptist Church_. tl}'' his 9randpa Elder .e. .. h·1. Denn}·'. Most of the old Demws v·;ere Elders of 
, c: -~_ Ma ··,·v·._-:ss raised tv1ett·1odist. but late in life she ··,···,·as baptized inb:) the Prirniti·..,·e Baptist 

: - I 1ave learnecJ··Nhat I could of the Prirnitive Baptists, beqinninq ·vvith hO'·i·/ corne they call 
-....---= ..... •:::.-:-s ,..Prirnicf•i' Bab(Jis''? Tt·:ey sai·:l it that ··.·Yay, atKl l thowmt tt1at \·'v~3s t·lo\·V it vvas . 

=! r J _ to rne _. tt·te Baptist C t1 urc h in the American C:o lo n ies v·.·';_"t.S .... an arm'' of the Baptist C t·, urc h 
-.-,, and the e:O'J.rly churches in America vv·ere ''3.trns·" of the Baptist Church in Boston. All 

-"'"--==L::-= ~-e Baptis~::, and their preact"lers vv·ere Elders. Then in the 1800-'s, tt·1e Baptists spiit. Over 
~ ~hool and foreign missions and musical instruments in the church. Those ··,·Yho adopted 

ll{'?.-·j tl.-.~r·r·lc-~ lv.:::.c: ··)r· -·--;;. rrlA fi) t)· ~ (~--. ll~tf TL--Ip. tv1t' C:Cj. (i r-~-~ f"\1 B·:>f"• fl. e-tc· -;;c nrf tl.-.~u .~--:;. IIArj tt·~--- l·r· .· ._ II._. ._, _. r ".J ....,_, t \ _,v. •J -·· J' ._.o. • ..• 1 I:._, v...J _. ,:,.. l •:J. _J _ ._,. ·J., c.a. ·- ~II., .'t ·-· ~-"- ._. ._ t;t 

• .a:t:Er.:- R,·-·,~r-·· tl<j ::3 n-·J th ·' t'r· f"·':;.C-~-~r··-· p--.c-t···r· Th~·cl'.. \/u'hl··· c·tJ•·''' \Uflll ttl~ •)I··J ...... ':jl.JC 'l'et-·' 1 ri'J -:;cr···· _, ~~ .. t:;; " ·-· 1. .. .1. _ t;::t ~'v.vlV ·=- -=~ ·-,.V . "-.J._.~ tt t.._J ._. _,.l_.h .~ _f _ •• l._ l._t '''··.'f·.J ~Y-· t:' .• -:. ~t ,_.._ t;! J 

:. 33 )tists, atKi ttW>' call tt·1eir preactwrs Elclers anci tr1e pastors ~\ .. locierators. f\.1any ct·1urc:t"1es 
. - Baptist haYe Elders_. in the nc•l:t::h belo'N F'Cl.sb:x an•j CI.boYe DeC!. con. 



~ ~e to 'louis Baver'' as! rnentione(1 !ast time. Ttle Yadkin Journal tnd it vvrorKl . It's Lois Ba:~ .. ·er, 
J ·J -- • 

= - rediv iisted in the Surr,.1 .JournaL She descends frorn Ei izabeth 8rav {married Thornas ~!aJ)erJ··, 
·' } '· I 

- 776 ,1 ·J 77B_. dau9hter of Littleberr_r' Bray. She has Littleberr_r' born c·1745 Bruns··lYick ... ,~,~:..., died 
: • ~ Pul;:;.ski Co KY. I have suqqested that she make contact \·vith .James Coc:kerharn for t·,is Br;:w 

... . .... J 

~s, dear Cousin. I v·/o uld rnuct·, fi_ppreciate tt·,e bon-;.: of u·,e Surry censuses. if you (:an ::;pt!.re 
:: ~ c r a fevv day:::, I vvill hasten it back to you. 

c unno about Robert ancJ me st·,arin9 ~d tl::rlip V·lith the aristocracy_. but nothing surprises rne. 
• someda:i~ take up 1:)eneral .Ambrose Po··i1'ell (P. .. P.) Hill, cousin of Robert E. Lee. ~·Aa;t'be they 
- -·,t r.~ in to us, but '"their t·,earts vvas 900(J . 

:1.. ed a couple of letters V·lith \l•/inifred .Jacob of Cwegon_. }lOUr forrner pen-pal. She is a rnine of 
_ ion on the Hills in general, arv:i her emphasis is on n-,e Vv·'iilia.rn and family of Fisher's River. 

J3cob has lostrnuc:h of her sight. ;:;_nd she doe::; a lot of her corresponding b~; phone. lt\-vas stle 
~ ._ utes muc:t·, of vvhat is vvritten about 'vVilliarn Elder of Tovvn Fork. I ttlink: she has little tt·1at 

~elp V·litt·, our \Nilliam of Tararat. And isn't that a peculiar trling - that you atKi I are the onl~y' 
~ ns in c:aptivir,.; vvith an interest in our \"/ill iam? .A.s much as has been v·.ritten at)out the Hills, 

J. -,i ·11< there \hlould l)e sornething about our Hills. 

,. _ v·.ritinq to h11rs. Dressler_. in r1ope tt·,at she rnight have rnet our Hills V1·'rlile looking for tier own . 

.:. 1 dozen or so letters in the rn3.il_. lookin9 for lr;'in Marion and Haney HilL .A.nd one looking for 
-- ~:uJghins (or ·whatever it is), Elizabeth wt·1o ··,·vitnesseci Vv'illiarrr's deed to son Richard, and the 

lilc ren · ... vho w·ere bound to Vv'i ll iarn atKl I=lict·,arct 

:v·1--:ntertained by .... Re lict''. r· . ..-e seen it several tirnes ··,·vithout l<nov·ling exactly \·vhat itrneant. 
~ _ y h;3_d used it rnore, it v ... ·ould certainly' help sort things out. I have only seen it applied to 

~--~or-_ . l t I u·link it rnight apply to twst)C"HK1s. r· . ..-e been reacfing some old case lav·l, 'Nt·,ere relict is 
·: ~nean tr1e sutYivor of a union of marriage, distinct frc:m one who surv·ives a spouse. (h~ar1 is 

- :...- A .John: Marv is the relict of the rrt:::.t.rriaqe to .Jorm.)· It rnust be a fine t)oint ·:::·f distinction, . } ... r 
· _ is that the sur·livor of a spouse has one set of ri9hts, atKl the SlW\1 ivor of a marriage 

?. ·=· a K>ttler. Perhaps that's V·lh}J vv·e usually see tt1e cornt)inative forrn ""vvicio··,·v ,::;·_rt{i relict''. 1 
,e ne·l·l husband marries the J ·.I·.:·~~')JYS 1-:;:~J,·~ and marries the .. r:.;./·b~-s ... -:;:~7.~~~ and b:r mere 
e .akes a wife . Probabl)l had its origins in roy;:;.! rna.nt::~.ges, ·vvhere the nev·l husband of 

- .. _ queen rni9ht :::ucceed to the dead kin9's s·vvord but t·,;3_d no claim to the kin9dorn. 

· eline for tra.ilin9 a name ttiroU91'1 the censuses. It is a helpful too l. Uses a lot of paper_. 
"" r' (:,\M <1fY:ordt··') n-foi(J~- ·1 var.--J ··Mid(:, , f.."\. • 1 J - • ._ - J - ._ ""' -j ._ • .r ._ I I - • . 

.::? nient. vvould vou please ask Tim to look for t·No Grants in S urrv. 
• ) J 

iII and Isaac Haines, about ·1 7 B 0, on vvaters of the Tara rat River. 
=......:::.;;~!..!. Haines (and poss it) ly V•/i lliarn Hill).. about ·1 7 8 0, on v ... -a.ters of u-,e Tara rat River. 

- · .--.r~ !;:1 nd·=- c1ra nt t'V{1rr1 nt 6 7 6 c 1 Jr·1P.' IP.d ·1 tJ n ')\ tr·, { 'r.--j n '\'Vi 'I i ·~wf1 Hi' 1 -=t "Y~ l,-v-··::> H-.-;. r~ ·-· , •-. ·- ·- • .:. r . '· •- •- . - .• ·-• . ) ._. j ·-· U - L.} ..., •. I -- I C . I J I .., .I f •• .f U ·-· i IO.ll l•.l. I 

Y\·aters of the Yadkin Ri··..-er'"' near Elkin. on the Sunv-···1•/ilkes line. Vv'e have the (Iron 
• J .. 

and .Jonathan Haines 9rant "on tr1e north sicie of the '(;:;_dkin.., (t-.Jo . 2240, cJate.::J ·1 794, 
· 302). [l(m't need these aqain, thev are not near our \11/illiam on the Tararat. 

., J 



on '~Nilli::1.rn, not our \•Villi9.rn, but the .Jonathan Haines gr:::s.nt I am lookinq for \·\·~3.8 very rw::u· 
3 -, Hill on tt·te Tararat. 

_- ra~ an Haines 9ra.nt v·.·-a.s mentioned in ·t783, ·vvhen ;:::1. gn.1.nt to \o\o''illiarn Denn~i on the Tararat 
~ _ .... .Jonathan Haines Bounty' LatKf. The 'vV::urant rnay have been elated earlier, :::~.ncl the 

:;, • ~ , but it v\·as probat) ly atY) ut ·1 7 8 0. 

::: Hto r1a.s vv·or.~J deeded land on the Ta.rarat to Richa.rci Hilt v·titt·I three line~; of the l:ra.ct 
---,..,.."'"~-! :t-1 .Jonathan Haines, and u·,ree lines running V·t'ittl our ·· ... '·/illi:::~.m Hill. Later, our \•Villiarn 
-~:>::-·-; ~ - - to son Rid,arci, and later still, RicJ1ard cieedeci part to V•lilliarn (I believe ct·Jickie) Hill. I 

e our \h/illiam and Richard and \h/illiam (Chickie) fit the plats, and I need the .Jonathan 
n. to andK)r our Hills in pl;:.t.ce. 

s rn;::~.p s11ov·.·s a \tV'illiarn Hill- Isaac Haines forge fattt·ter up the Tararat dated ·J780. From 
·.o ·1s02 or later, Iron \1·.··'illiam Hill and .Jonathan Haines ..,.vere m:Y·ting their business .... vest 
- lP.ll's Rl·· :;:::.r· ';1 r·r··l '~MI. I':;:::.·-- c.-)r•r·rt\1 

• OJ ·- I } v r. . 1._~ I 1 r-~ ._.,.:. • • ~ -J . 

~ ,.-~ o hcr·.:e tt·Jis ·1780 Vv:illiarn Hill · Isaac Haines grant on tt·te upper Tararat also. It may 
• 3 -, vr those .:)ther Hie hard Hills, Senior and .Junior, and help us separate their lands from 

W'illiarn and tlis son Rit::J1ard. I have tons of deeds~:) and fr.::-Jrn the three Richards, and I 
.... ~.::::.... .• -~."=· . ·- !can sort thern out. Beside rn;..•self, is \·vhat I arn, and nonplussed, too. ·· ... vhev·i! If )''OU 

r't \·vreck ;:J_ l::nXiy•' s inFrastructure! 

Professional's Hat t>ack on. I fincl not one ··,·vorfJ of ··,·vt·,atever happene·j to the Hill and 
~ grants. I h~td someone scan the Surrv qrantor indexes for diSt)OSitions bv Vt/illiarn Hill 

J ~ r ' 
. ~-n) ':"j r·l.-~ t"~. r·l ;:::. · .. ·.:;:::. r·~. fr·t·t·l,.-l Tll····:·p. ·.:.:;:::.r·;:::. ''l--()l'rtrf lrl t•l'lc- c~.~-, •./()lJ'rnr·\o'oo' · .. • ... l·r-=-·t ~l-,~- r·I•!P.S u.:;:::.r·;:::. _ ~ ~ . --~ 1tl ... 1 , ._. t.' ._J ., ... L I 1:;' .._. .... Jr._. ._. ~) .• -1 -l ·- . tA._.~ . .... .I v t.. J , , , • I -..~. .I t:.- _,. ._ . .._ ... , ·-· -..... 

.. nds'? Could they ha..,.·e reverted to the Sta.te and been re-9ranted in a.fter }'ears? 

found all of the Easter eqqs you tlicJ. I don't dye eqgs, and you haci ouqht to try findinq 
a snov·l(irift. Be rnicl-surnrner ere I Find evervtt·JinQI tlici anci lost cfurinq tt·1e ··Ninter. 

} ·..r .... 

;'- v-:., pluqgin' along. 



M.rs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

3 April 1997 

Mr. Wade Baker 
1715 Bartlett Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

Dear Cousin Wade: 

Enclosed herewith are the photocopies from Tim's research at the NCSA; 
his letter to me; your list of items to be sought; and some comments 
f rom Marna Jane (my newest daughter-in-law calls me that) pertaining to 
he legalese found in some of these papers. 

My big dictionary gave me a patched up definition of pendent lite; NC 
RESEARCH gave me de bonis non. If your library has a copy of Black,s 
:.aw Dictionary, you may get better clarity from it than what I have 
here, and it should be consulted because therein may lie the answer to 
•he question "were there two Thomas Cook men?". 

Also, if you study these papers in chronological order, they may also 
: rnish more clues; possibly answers. 

: he Stokes County Court Minutes of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
' ave been abstracted for the years 1818- 1823, but my library has only 
cwo of them, which I will consult asap. I like to know the 
qual i fications of the abstractor before I place too much reliance on 
~heir work. I say this because of my transcribing of the Guilford Court 
~nutes; I am learning things I never knew, and how they relate to other 
act ions, and where to search next. Thank God I am not too ancient to 
:earn. Anyway, I will check those asap and let you know the results. 

:-:. may be that a suite [sic) was referred to 
settlement, and that can be pursued if needed. 
··a e in money of the estate. The amount 
~dication of the value of the estate. 

the Superior Court for 
This depended upon the 

of the bond gives an 

__ e book, OLD NEW KENT COUNTY, Volume I, is not in our library, but I 
see to remember that there is a copy of Volume II. If so, would you 
:ike me to make photocopies of Bray, etc. entries? 

: ~g back to William Hill, Elder, I wonder if he styled himself that 
-..."3.y to differentiate between himself and all the other Hills named 
· ·~.:. iarn? Also, I know modern Baptists use Deacon and modern 
r~esbyterians use Elder. So far as I know, at that time there were no 
?~esbyterian Churches anywhere closer that Guilford County, with its 
:arge population of Scots-Irish. Surry/Stokes seem to have been 
. pulated mostly by those with English background, along with some 18th 
::e::: u ry Germans. So many of these English were Baptists of whatever 
~~J:e , although not all had church building5 that aarly. Tha 
:~gregations met in homes for many years. 



Cousin Wade, if I seem more mentally disjointed that usual; I am. Three 
years ago we learned that Robert has prostate cancer. At his age (he 
was 71 then), they would not have him undergo any surgery and he decided 
t o avoid radiation and hormone therapy. We are using some homeopathic 
aids like vitamin supplements, a low fat diet and other helps, in an 
effort to help his immune system fight the cancer cells. But now he is 
losing weight and beginning to feel unwell, so we are taking things a 
day at a time, and I am finding it difficult to concentrate of anything 
other than his well-being. 

I will still work on our family history and do as much research as 
possible, partly for him and his family, and partly because he wants me 
to get out of the house and refresh my mind. I may miss seeing vital 
clues in the records, so please bear with me. 

Spring has finally come to stay here and the trees and flowers are 
really bursting out all over. One of the prettiest spring we have had 
in a long while. 

Will look forward to your assessment of the enclosed papers and be 
hankful to have your participation in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

ane Smith Hill 



~ April 1997 

!I=. Wade Baker 
5 Bartlett Drive 

.~chorage, AK 99507 

:ear Cousin: 

MriJ. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box' Z, Salem Station 

Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

: had a rare opportunity to spend some time in our NC Room this 
afternoon, with some good results. 

We have OLD NEW KENT COUNTY ... VOLUME II and I have enclosed the 
~~t e page and Bray page of the index. I would have gone ahead and 
~ otocopied all these entries, but there is only one copier on the whole 
!:oor and it was being heavily used. Let me know which ones you would 
~e next installment and I will get them. 

NC Room has four volumes of Stokes County Court Minutes; 1819, 
1821 & 1822. Following are my extrapolations of 

Baker/Beasely entries : 

g - Henry Baker an election judge for Snow Creek Assembly. [I do not 
~ow the meaning of Assembly in the context of elections.] 

g - Henry Baker a juror. [he owned land] 

· -~ard Beeson support for a bastard child. 

;dmund/Edward Beesley, & variants - juror 

Cook - a deed of gift to John Carson, proved in Open Court by 
· a Cox, Esquire [the type of gift was not listed] 

:~3a Cook, to be brought to next Court to be bound out 

Cook, a juror 

- Henry Baker listed 1 entry and Ed Beasely 3 entries. did not get 

- Thomas Cook - "Friday June 16th Court Met" 
"A bill of sale from John James to Thomas Cook was duly proven in 

oe::: ur t by the oath of Wm. C. James & ordered recorded". 



No Baker; large # of Beaselys not copied; no Martha. 

1822 - photocopied all entries which are enclosed. 

am pleasantly pleased with the quality of these minutes; the 
t ranscriber had done a very good job with them and the format she has 
sed is almost like that which appears on the microfilmed books. Just 

wish there were more years, but it is slow work; I know! 

The NC Room Librarian gives me special treatment and this afternoon he 
kept bringing out brand new books not even catalogued yet. I had quite 
a good time, but will have to return soon t o make copies of some of the 
gems in these books. 

Will get this off and away to you in Monday's mail . 

. ~ ever, 

;ane Smith Hill 



Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

7 April 1997, 

::>ear Wade, 

7he words of comfort and good advice contained in your 9 April 1997 
_etter mean so very much to me. I shall post them in a prominent place 

my office where I can refe r to them when in need. Thank you so much. 

My l ast mailing should have arrived by now. As an addition to that 
d a a, my library does have the Hawaii, Maui telephone directories, but a 
=a r e ful search produced no Alt a D. o r George Craft, I stopped short o f 
:ooking for telephone numbers of all the nursing homes. 

v have done a GREAT job on these papers. Thank you. Well done! 

__ y i nitial reading o f your Cook workup I found no red f l ags, except 
::.e · rs at law'' and "next of kin". NC RESEARCH says ... 

HEIR. 1) At common law, the person(s) entitled by law to inherit the 
~~~a e of an INTESTATE. 2) One who inherits by provis ion o f a WILL. 
:e hnically, persons who inherit land under the provisions o f a will are 
:::;::sEES. I f only personal property is inherited, t hey are LEGATEES. 
-~e hree terms are often used interchangeably. 

HEIR-AX-LAW. 1) At common law, the person (commonly the eldest son) to 
a l l of an INTESTATE'S REAL PROPERTY was due under the system of 

:-- ::MOGENITURE. 2) Term also sometimes used to designate "legal heirs, 
~.e ., t hose entitled by inheritance laws to the estate of an intestate, 
~ =e al property and PERSONALTY. 

HEIRS AND ASSIGNS. Ess ential words, a t common law, f o r t he transfer of 
___ MP LE estate in land by WILL or DEED. 

OF [HIS/HER] BODY. Essential words at common law f or 
~~:ishment a FEE TAIL estate in land. 

-~er' s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary o f t he English Language 

OF KIN 1 . a person's nearest relat ive or relative. 2 . Law. t he 
-=esc rel ative or relatives who share in the estate, especially the 
=~ _al property, o f a per son who dies intestate. 



This may be nit-picking on my part, but it might be helpful in our 
research to know any differences in these terms. The other thing I want 
to locate is a legal kinship chart, i.e., the degree of relationship and 
who takes precedence over whom. If you think it worthwhile. Current NC 
law has undergone some important changes over the years, so it is not 
always helpful for olden times, but we are still a common law state as 
inherited from Mother England, and so much of the law still applies. 

These things may resolve themselves when I get the other data you 
suggested and you incorporate them into the current draft. 

The Thomas Cook of Wilkes County, NC who died in 1819 may be part of our 
Cook family. Have I sent you a copy of his will? Do you want it? If 
so, let me know; do we want any of his estates papers? 

Thank you again for your words; they have already made a difference! 

Jane Smith Hill 



Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

24 April 1997 

ear Cousin, 

Rather than photocopy all the HILL deeds, I have enclosed herewith the 
title pages and pertinent index pages for two books of deed abstracts of 
orthampton County, NC, done by Dr. Bradley, who has a good reputation 

'n the genealogical community. Also , some abstracts of estates records , 
too. 

!oiaybe you can sift through the data I have sent recently and select 
hose persons whom you think would be the most productive to our search. 

_f they fail, then we can widen the search. 

: searched the June 1822 Term of Stokes County Court without finding any 
~ore about the suit, and will check September Term 1829 ASAP. 
:_ cidentally, the pages of this term of court are not numbered! Fun, 
:un . At least my favorite copier was functioning well, but beware the 

ack residue of ink; it will get on your fingers and clothes. 

~ closed are photocopies of pages of the minutes of June 1822 for your 
evaluation and input. They concern Elisabeth & George Cook, and 
_=obably will just confuse the research, but I could not bear to leave 
~em alone. 

o hope your 20 letters will produce some positive results! 

_ r 09 April letter, last paragraph; was Thomas Cook ever married? If 
s , who was his wife? If so, did they have any children? Surmise: 
~ omas may have been single, and therefore should have been able to do 
~=etty much as he pleased with his property, but ... next of kin should 
~a e been his wife (if living) & children; then his parents; then his 
=~lings , or their children; and so on. In an intestate estate sister 
~rtha' s children would have inherited only if she were dead and her 
::::ildren would have "stood in her shoes". Maybe Thomas though his 
=~ ings had all the land and money they needed when he wrote the will; 

e may have devised land that was not completely his to will away. 
-~ 3eed more records, especially land . 

=~~ 1 have not heard from Tim. 

_..::_ ever , 



96 

plat of William Hill, Tararat River a.t Pilot C;r:-eek, Surry . 

preliminaries, work to be done . Call it a working copy . 

_ i nes are platted according to the grants and deeds, N-S-E-W~ and 
somewhere off toward sunset, and East was someplace close to 

Not even close to precise, those old surveys . 

660 feet to the inch. 1 Chain = 66 feet . 1" = 10 chains , 

5, 1836 grant to Wm Ashburn Jr, a. William Hill was chaincarrier . Old 
iam was by then close to a hundred yea.rs old, so probably ''Chickie" , 

• I 've put the lines on tracing paper for overlay with the aerial 
--~v ..... raph, both 1" = 660 ft . The tax map was originally 1" = 400 ft 1 

=:). reductions bring it pretty close to 1" = 660 . Little difference, 
close fit. 

~e fitted several adjoining deeds to William. and Richa.rd, and here 
ave William's deeded lines with neighbors 'lines, all la.id approxi ­

to the river for a notion of where our Hills were situated. 

map, I've redlined the still existing lines of the 1784 ~rant 
Denny, which carried through William and Richard . Two- hundred 
some of the lines are still in place . 

tracing, I've put in a dotted line where Richard deeded t .o 
(Chickie?). The lines run well with No . 4, but the east line 

::ystery. They used ."the orchard" and "a path" as landmarks, and 
:1rse these do not show in later tim.es . I cannot bring (Ch,ickie • s?) 

-·~c ... - line back to the river and I wonder if a line was left out of 
deed. But this is where that William was, the west end of th,e old 

and Richard lands, along th.e ;r-iver . 

regret that I donTt have anything at all on the settle.m.e nt of 
d and Sally's estate(s). I doubt that William made a will , fo;r:- h,e 
everything he owned to son Rich,ard. As for Richard , surely th,ere 

~ estate, but I have not found any papers . 



;; A r·r·-,·1 1 nq7 -- ·- ·r--' ,:1.._ • 

:: ' sm .Jane, 

:-:-::: ·: pnntE--r paper rnacle of fruits atK1 veqetat)les, so tt1at \'\''t"ten I tl3.ve to eat rny w·ords tr1ey rnay t)e 
r::. ;:jf) 1P t~:;1t"!'1t"l'=l please I·F,.,,.-.U ~-,p·...-: ·It 7L•·y·[-ll.r;11. 1:·r··:-.rJt ()l( ..... ·- .. I "" . -. !..; • ~ . _. • - _._ • } I l v I _, \ t:t -· - ,.._ v ! I t ... C.J. - -.· - h . . 

1'y'e spoken too S(iot"t and dismissed too perernptoril)l) the pa9es of East Goes \·Vest. M~; too brief 
?.. --, d1d not present an ol)vious tie bet· .. veE--n 'v\lillizwn of Tovvn Fork and our "Alil!iam of Tararat, and 

oo rtasty' reaclinq .ji·:i not st1ovv me any' clues to a family connection. I still·jo not fit)(J positive 
ienc:e, but I find names ~ .. vhic:h cannot be dismissed out-of-hand. \1•/e do not descencl from 
~3Jn of Tov·ln Fork, but ,t)oss:ib.(Y V·le .1:1/i~llil c:onnect \·vith that V•lilliarn's earlier fa.rniiJI· 

'l fy:.,g;::.c, R7 - ~n v···f E·~tc-t '~v··.:::.c; \ ,~.l.::.·=·t \.vtll·.--·t-1 F.-',11.->\lol tt·,.:::. ;::. ~:7Jt"I'Y q.::.n,.::.r--=tt!·.-)nc- ,.-l ,-)1Mt·l ~o \MJ.III.'=it_r_l c"/ T<.Y"11y;l -- . •.".. •. ·.· ·-~-I ._._ 1- ··-' .._.. V ·- 11••·-• ·' 1( "-" I;··· .._ I ..._. ·-·'·· • '::~·• .,_,. • •.• .._ ._,···'-II ~- II t.. .I tf ll 

• .. The other pages I have then track the vvriter's descent from this \ly'illiam, and do not pertain to 
(.!'uTI descent. If V·/e have anv tie to \.'Villiarn of Tovvn Fork, ;3_s qleane(J frc.rn East Goe::; \Vest, it 

1 w 

k"1 '"" ·' ·:. r-, .::.·:tr·ll··-·r· tr··-· tc t-,,·.::- u·:jr·l,··,r· ··j·-· r·,t=?·-·=itl.v'· r·,o:· a- r-,,J t~·,.-. n·---· t~-,"' .">t•·-Jrl t•r·tAiu,···-·) .J •..J'V' ,._ ~ ·-. >:;1 ';;' -.) ._. ..... ". >:;1 ~-it:' -·· '· . ._. . ~-l I >:;1 \_.>:;1 .I I .... . A " \_. "" .:;, . .. ·. •. 

11 Fork \h/illiarn is pre!3ented as son of S ion, .Jr., son of S ion, Sr., son of Robert, son of Robert. 

_ .. 9:3, tr1e sons of S ion, Senior. 
Robert ·t578 VA - ·t7Ei5 Halifax Co t·--H; (bor.jers Nom-,a.rnpton Co HC:) Age 62 in ·1740 
Sion .Jr. ·16:32 Sun;.·· Co V.l!..- ·t7Ei2+ E(Jqecornbe Co HC (t:oor(Jers Halifax Co HC) 
RkJtard ·t684 - ·1722123 Deceased ·17 years before ·t740 
Capt. Thornas ·t EiB6 - 17:37 .A.qe 54 in ·t740 
v1ict1ael 1 Ei88 - ·1755 P..qe 52 in ·t740 
\~lilliam ·t690- .A.qe 50 in 1740 

In ·1 7:3 3 'v'•/i II iarn 91-a. nted Ia. n(i .ic~ in i nq t;rott·ter Robert in t'k>ttharnpto n Co 
t--1 C, !:::old it ·t 7 4 5 :3.iter buying other l::md ·1 7 4 2. 

tll iam '·Nzr~; txwn (before) ·1740 on trte Meherrin River in Soutrtarnpton C:o 'v'P. .. The tv1eherrin 
. ns as the \·vest border of South:3.rnpton (>:) \f.!., then into Hortharnpton Co HC .. back into 

n, tt1en t)ac:k into t··~ottharnpton. This puts our 'Nilliarr(s t)itthplace vet,:/ near to Sion 
~ .... .,-.sons Robert a.ncJ \•'v'il!iarn in t··.Joru·,arnpton Co t·K:. So near t,·,at I reac:t-1 out to the sons of 
:: enior possibly for the father of our \h/illiam. S urrnise arKi conjecture, but I have spent time 

nev follo'·i·iinq scantier clues . . • .... 

~ uitlt>le .. but ··I'Vill iarn is shO'·,·vn \·Vith a qrant in Hortharnpton_. joininq his txother Rot)ett. This 
t prove that Rot)ert's lancl vvas all in t-.Jortharnpton, and leaves to speculate ··,·vrtetrter Robert 

'3.Ve been on both sides of ttie t··lortharnpton line, and - or on t>oth sides of tr1e state line. If 
Robert an·j 'vVilli;:u·n had l;:tnds in t·~ottharnpton t'K~ on the t·.,1ehetrin River, sorne of their 

_ r-;iqt·tt hfl_Ve extetKlecJ into Southampton VA on the tv1ehetrin Ri'·ler. 

=· · ')Ve sons, I f) lace on rnv less-likelv listS ion .Jr., for he v·~·as father of his ov·in \11lilliarn of Tov·ln 
·' I . 

?. ,.. -J !=lie: hard \·Vrto is shovv·n deceased b~y' ·1722 1
1 23, and I tt·fink before our V1liiliarn \•'·,·as born. 

'Tlore-likely list, I place !=lobert, Thomas, Michael, and V•/illiam. Since v ... -e know· frcm East 
Jst that brothers Rol)ett and \NilliaJTI \·vere in Hottharnpton at the riqht time, ancl since ··,···,·-e cio 

,,. ·t1'·r··;::. }'r·(··tti"'t-,.. Th --·r··r-,·=-·-· ·:·r·,.-J tv·1J· ·-·t·ta·' I \ue:.r··-· tt-,t=? t)r····tt-,·-·r·.-:· R·)t·· ·'tt ::1 r-, .-~ \,',/!. llr· ·~r-ri r-,··=·t=? t··· tL-, .-. t·">f-. ) v >::1 ·- • .J _J .1 ov ~ <..J ·='-~ ._, ~-l ~,.. t:' 1 ~..., >::1 , _ _. 1 t..J _ >::1 .;:, ,t _ _ J>::1 __ • ~-~ , 1 ~. ._. _. _v _, >::1 1... _J 

l qive priori~~ to \•'•/ill iarn, onl}l t)ecause of the custom of passing tM rather-'s name to a son. 



- •::,:::. Hille: .. ~. f t·-.Jr;tth:=lmnt-r-.n !-l:=i lif:=lY ;:j fi{J J:rlj'j,:::.(·(·,rnh,:::. -uv,:::.r,:::. t .. -.. ..-. r·lr-,e;,:::. tr-. c:;i-illth::if"(lt"".tr-.n ( : .. ~. v A f,~-.r rn,:::. 
. •,J •,.• JJ JI"-" '.."'1 I r · .. · r •.Jf".-.ll l r-•• • ...,1 1} I 1'\,.-. on -..-. ,• ·1, } ._,., i•.l _,..~ :.:,._ . .,_.._.111 1'.."._" IIVf ._, •,.•,.••,.• •,.•a•,.• •- • .._. ._.,. • ._ • .._. .._, II'• -.. 11f• ' • "-" lf ,..,..._. II f t •,.•t fl '• " 

:a.ss thern uo. And the t·,·vo brothers Rich;::t.rd and V•/iiii;::~.rn are b::;.o iike the ~:ich;::t.rd and \•Viiiiarn of 
I 

i3rat to be iqnored. 

_ · riter, .A. Ita Deshazer Craft:, is ::t resicient of Ha\1vaii, rnatried in ·1 B3·1 to a husbanci born ·1 906. 
a: ·vv-oulci rn;:JJ<e t·1er protxi.l)ly eighty-plus. I cio notkno\·V hov.; to rnake contact I can err ... ·i:::ion her 
-'=",:;cluttered ··,·vith ·Your'"' Hills anci no place to put tt·,ern, just fl.S our notes are cluttered with 'vVliilarn 
- . . .-, c .. v-.:' ::1 r·,ri .-,r; .-)1·:•..--;:::. to nL't- kll·.-.--. •::: ''f1f'~·-- t-I-,..J. " ·=- ·~· • II i -,_. 1 r, •. . -~ I ·J t- I._.._ .. ._ • • f· l'- i Ill. ·- ''-l :j::j J-::ll.' II,_,. 

r Tt"rr·l "' ··=·r·,tc- 1-.-. ,..;(i c- --,r-r1 -~ -<r·..--t-,-, •. ·{:J·-- ., .,,,·,r1-· F-···r· l"-. Ti-,,:::. Ht"ll--- r-l r··-.ir-.tt" t- ~--jr·r·lr- 1-.-. t1 ar-,..-j H" "-c. lt"F--;,·.,- C'r·-::orlt" "~''-"- ._, l_l.} ·.~v ._,t_. t::;." C" "J \ ._..::. ~IV ' Jl_. oi.:S . I ~· ~ "I iv IC . f_JIJ._J 1..: ... ~ v . IC.-.. JI '... ::1 a:.1... -::r .• 

~-... ~-=- v·,:ills, estates, the usual. 5 uggest emphasis on brothers \h/illiarn and Thomas. Looking for 
:: 3Ients and earlier, of \1·/illiarn Hill born ·1 740 or before_. on the r .... 1er1errin River in Southampton 
~ .. married pet"t-1aps t·,·vice (?), latest ·1776 probably V·life Sarat-1 (S;:i_ll;,'). In S uny Co HC c-1780. 
· ~<J also for Ric:harci_. sarne census aqe 9roupings as ..,l•/ill iarn_. this Rict·tard als·:::r inS urry Co HC 

-- ··s. pJossiblv brother of 'N'illiam. Remote!\ .. . son of \1•/illiam and a first ·· .. vife . 
• J } -

-: ~ 1ay yet '\foc:urnent'' y•our Ctlic:kie atKi rny .Jesse. Cireen Carci::;, at least. 



:::ws of Robert's discomfiture. Thouqhts ancl prayer:=: .:tre vvitt·, you bott-, and conficient 
: ov·,··e rne no explan:3.tion for distracteci thinkinq. Been there. I knov·l V·lhat it's like to 

?.:-:> ·- ion frorn one pl:3.ce and czmy it in a leaky sieve to :3.nother. And rve scolded myself, as 
- 1 will -,ot_. for not being abie to think of everything for e·.··erybod) .. all of tt"le time. It is a gift of 

eserYing defense, that w·e cannot hc·ld one t~KHJg ht eternally_. or ~1o ld all thoughts 
_:ly. Count your blessings . . b.nd do :3.110'·/·,·· }lOUt-self_. and I mean your SELF, sorne tirne 
nerqy for a fun pro_ject or pleasant (iislrac:tion of your ovvTL The Self requires it_ . 

..:.: ·0 iu·,out it, atKi there is notrlin9 selfish about it. Tt·Jis, too, is nature's · ... ·.,~:1.y. Sony 't)outtr1e 
.._ ___ , ' _ forget the col lection plate on your vva.y out. 

- ~ t.i t·l·lenty letters in the mail, and \·Ve V·ii ll hope sornething c:ornes of tllern. As I learn 
:, you V·lill kno··h' V·lhen learnt. 

- I .-., tlt~- rt··j ,. r·, r·r·l ~ r-,~ r··-,\1 v ··-)r1· ... , ~>") ··)r·· ~~---,,::> ('- ~- .---.1 .• .- . ~-,,::.,::.1-.~ "'r~ ~ .--1- ··:::...-·u r~~l· I .... -. ~- ,::. ,- '-':::.(-l n.~ ~j .-j ··r-1' I r···:::. ·~.-. ) . 1:::" .~ .•: . 1:::" t I J )"l1.,. • .. ... t· ~ U ·~ \_..I.Jr •• . :f-.. ·=•I ._ . ..., 1.~:. I t1._J.:a t_ I · J ._.~ ti. J I t:'1._. ••· . Y ··· .~ . r1~•: .1._-f l ;-' Ill v ::_, ;:_, 

.:. ·e, respond as u·te spirit rnovett·~_ I tasked rn~y·self to i(Jentify farnily, not to :=:ott out la·vv­
t nd the lav·t3uit:; so helpful u·,at I V·/ent a bit (jeep. I c:onc:lucle one T1"1ornas Cc:u:)k, one 

- _.<J.I I it three- lav·lsuits. 

~ :: ::: J·tzl.t in t·Jis ·1822 vv·ill, Thornas c::ook left nearly everytt·Jing he o'vvned - 360 acres, 14 
- ·· ""~<' -,-relatives, and left sorne o.::J(Js-n-ends to his near kin. A lawsuit carne t·,·vo rnonths 

y to O\·-erturn tr1e ··,·vii i. The heirs v·lho v·lere his ... next of kin-" ··l·ion, unseated his executors 
- ~~: heirs, and inherited Thomas' estate. Peace and bliss frorn ·1822 to ·1828, vvhen t·l·/o 

_-"'..__., .... ~ ) ~-- ca.rne up, and the c:l::drnants sued T~-~ornas' estate and .-,~1eirs and next of kin". The 
r _ t s up to tt·1e Septernt)er tetrn of court. ·1829, arKi Sa)l nott·1ing about IKi'·,·'·/ tt·le case 

~. ~ :L it not l)een for tt·1e t-.·vo old debts, $30 or $40 each. V·ie migr1t never have knO'vvn ··Nho 
...,....,._.., : o kin v·tere . I arn rnove(J to pay u-,e o f(i det·ts rrwse II. The next of kin are named in the 

·_.sued by the court in ·1828- ·1 829. 

nac:k at it. see · ... v~1at the abstracted minutes of P'::: t~ O's he-we to sav about the .June 
• 1 

_ vv·: s at)out u-,en tt·,at the suit (lOt under vvav. .A.ncl u-,e Seoternber Ten-r1 '1829 . 
._, J I 

-:; court rec:or(i might tell us hO'·h· these heirs ·.,.·.,..ere Thomas· ''next of kin-''_ 5cme of his 
- , 'elt out of his ··,·viii? Children of his brother \Nill iarn? Hc·V·l corne no children of his 

II .-···=· r··, c·,::.r·,{i (I,rll'~·--._.r._:.J_ ._ • . _. .,.. ·J ·-·r-· -..··=' · 



2 April 1997 

Mr. Wade Baker 
: 715 Bartlett Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

:>ear Coz: 

Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box Z, Salem Station 

Winston-Salem, NC 21708-0450 

:'m confessing my ignorance; what are "green cards"? 

?ersonally, I prefer chocolate ink on the words I must eat; they taste 
~tter and I am an almost reformed chocoholic. 

A=e you amazed that our letters continue to nod in passing? Are we on 
• e same wave length, but 5 days apart? 

business: 

:im must be on vacation; he owes me some work on another subject and is 
:ater than usual with the results, although he knows I am in no hurry 
: r it. 

en your first "East Goes West" l etter arrived I put it aside because 
f your negative view and my mental state, but when your second letter 

~=~ived, I went to the file and pulled some old HILL material for 
- parison. Winifred Jacobs had shared some material as had Jerry Reid . 0 --

1
. 

=: of Siler City, NC. At that time Jerry's address was Rt l, Box ~ -~ f<..£1) L:'£~j 
~, Siler City, NC 27344. (919) 742-4589. North Carolina is changing ~d. 
~e Routes to street addresses for ease in implementing the new 911 

ergency numbers and directions to homes in need. So, I doubt if mail 
·~ be delivered to the address. However, I hope to get to the library 
~ a l though there are s everal hours of work that must be done, I will 
~~~ to find the Siler City telephone book for his address and telephone 
~~er, and will try to check for Alta Deshazer Craft (Mrs. George) for 
~ p one and address in Hawaii, probably Maui, and hope she is still with 
-5 • 

. ~e s i ngle sheet bearing HILL data was taken from the NGS Quarterly, but 
~e sender failed to c ite the volume, date & number. My library does 

~ave any of the back issues and my personal subscription does not 
~;~ until 1990, so finding this source will be a job of work. 

-~e photocopy from t he NC State Library, Genealogical Serivces Section's 
~~ia l File, (whew!) c an be seen by Tim if you want more of it and if 

~~ ~s still there. 

:~lies of HILL and LYNN, A History", was sent by Winifred Jacobs, I 
-· - ~~ . LPH was a client as you can see from the enclosed file copies of 
___ orrespondence. All this will give you something to do until the 
..- ::w :nel ts. 



If you would be interested in putting your brain to work on this mish 
mash and sharing with me the results, I will be your devil's advocate, 
and between the two of us and Tim, we just might achieve something good. 

With our HILL family almost certainly being from Virginia, I believe the 
following from my reading of social history: 

1 . They were mostly from S & SW England. 
2. The naming patterns for that group was often, (but not written in 
stone) as follows: first-born children were named for their 
grandparents; and second-born named for their parents. Third- born 
children were named after other relatives. This is the reason we see so 
very many of the same given names, and why there is often so much 
confusion about which generation is being studied. The habit of modern 
researchers ~o use Junior/Senior to distinguish between same-names adds 
fuel to the confusion . A good numbering system should be used to 
clarify . 
3. The Virginians preferred to name their sons after Teutonic 
warriors, Frankish knights and English kings. Daughters were named for 
Christian saints who did not appear in the Bible and also traditional 
English folk names and probably English queens. 
4. If a named child died in infancy, a second child of the same sex 
would be given the name of the dead child in order to perpetuate the 
name. This is also the beginning of the use of the mother's surname as 
a first or second given name or as the called name. Thomas Smithers 
Hill comes to mind. Almost certainly either his mother or grandmother 
was a Smithers. Thus that surname is perpetuated at least for one 
generation. 
5. The erection dates of the Virginia counties must be studied and 
kept in mind when researching; just as in NC. 

I am also enclosing my only copies of this old HILL material for your 
perusal, copy if so desired, and return. I simply could not make head or 
tail from it or how Robert's Hills might fit into the lineage when I 
first received it, but I never throw away anything genealogical. Voila! 

At this point I have formed no opinion about the Sion Hill family except 
for one niggling item; our Hills were almost certainly from VA or 
eastern NC because so may clues point in that direction, and why not the 
family of Sion, since it is continually mentioned in sourced and 
unsourced material? If the HILLs did migrate from VA and then west 
along the upper tier of NC counties, they won't be the first I have 
tried to follow. The other families I followed were for clients, so I 
have had a little practice in the methods they adopted of trying to 
deceive their descendants. 

I really wish I had bought a photocopier when I had the chance, but hand 
copying does help me learn better than just reading. Ergo -

Thornton W. Mitchell, NORTH CAROLINA WILLS: A TESTATOR INDEX, 1665-1900. 
2 Volumes. Raleigh: 1987. [reprinted in 1 volume by Genealogical Pub. 
Co., Inc. 199-?] 



I have the older , 2-volume set . The HILL testators occupy 7 pages, so I 
will furnish you with the Hill Testators from only the two counties you 
mentioned ; Halifax and Northampton . The NC State Archives has assigned 
a number to each county for purposes of classification and retrieval of 
documents . The counties are listed alpha , wi th Alamance as 001, so on . 
Halifax is 047 and Northampton in 071. 

HALIFAX COUNTY 047 
HILL , Benjamin 1820 WB- 3/657 [no original] 

Calyer 1799 WB- 3/330 [no original] Calyer=Collier? 
John 18511 WB-11/372 ditto 
John 1830 WB-11/59 do 
Joseph J. 1809 WB- 3/524 do 
Mary E. 1881 WB- 6/2116 AR 
Rebecca 18115 WB-11/248 [no original] 
Robert 1765 WB-1/159 do 
arab 1793 WB- 3/213 do 

Thomas 1789 WB-3/173 do 
Thomas 1769 WB-1/236 do 
Whitmel J. 1873 WB- 6/82 do 
Willi am 17 98 WB- 3/300 do 
William c. 1803 WB-3/398 do 

Halifax established in 1758 from Edgecombe County. Many Court records 
are missing ; reason unknown . This is quite obvious from the number of . 
missing original wills. We must make do with the clerk's copy from the 
Will Books and they are on microfilm, which will make Tim's task a lot 
more difficult . AR indicates the original is in the Archives . 

NORTHAMPTON 
HILL, Green 

Green 

COUNTY 071 
1769 
1831 
1777 
18110 

Harmon 
Henry 
Henry J . 
Hermon 
James 
John 
Joseph 
Merritt 
Robert C. 
Roland 
William 

1875 
1823 
1819 
1747 
1801 
18116 
1894 
1900 
17118 

WB-1/172 
WB-4/711 
WB- 1/20 
WB-4/296 
WB- 6/170 
WB-3/277 
WB-3/223 

[no original in Archives) 
AR [original in Archives) 

AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 

Original Only SS/AR [Sec. of State/Archives] 
WB - 3/11 [no original • .. ] 
WB-5/56 AR 
WB-7/ 208 AR 
WB-7 - 11511 AR 
Orig . Only SS/AR 

rthampton County established in 1741 from Bertie County ; a few records 
~ =e missing; reason unknown. SS/AR = Secretary of State records in 
. ..:chives . 

== ~ , Wyl ie 18114 Georgia 013 WB-C/340 AR 013 [this will 
; = bated in Buncombe County, NC. he must have owned property there , 
~-5 1 



This seems to be our choice in wills. Would you like to make a list of 
the ones you want Tim to photocopy or otherwise reproduce? There is one 
microfilm copier in the microfilm room. Depending on the quality of the 
original document, one may get fine reproductions and one may not. He 
may need to hand-copy or abstract . 

After you review the wills you may find some clues as to the most likely 
Estates Papers to have Tim seek. Be prepared that there may be few 
surviving papers as per above. 

William Hill, elder ... may be "written on my heart". With those old 
reprobates, anything was possible for them if in doing so they could 
confuse us . You have a valid point about elder indicating son of a 
first marriage. I can' t recall having seen one so indicated, but as I 
said ... However, I still believe he was indicating that he was the 
eldest William Hill in the area, rather than Elder in the Baptist 
Church. Let me know if I am wrong, but please provide chocolate ink . 

I do thank you for the information about the Primitive Baptist Church 
and the Baptists in general. Isn't it amazing how important it is to 
know about such things? 

"The only specimens in captivity" ... is a apt description of us. I have 
felt like~ wanderer in the desert for so long; now you bring water and 
hope. 

/ 
About the Surry grants; I will try to put these requests in order and 
get them to Tim. 

My Professional Hat is perched atop my head and I am having a brain 
storm about the "Bounty Lands". 

Have you checked the HERITAGE OF SURRY COUNTY for data on this? 
Somewhere in my brain is the idea that Fred Hughes told me something 
about them, but I will have to go into a trance or seance to remember 
the source and how to learn more. Off the top of my head, (there is a 
hole in the top of the hat for data to emerge) I seem to remember that 
the new State of NC needed iron for the war effort and "granted" the ore 
lands to Hill, Haines, et. al. for that purpose, and they then reverted 
to the "powers that be", i.e. the State, when the need was less and the 
industry faltered for a time. It revived on private land and continued 
for years until more modern " Yankee" factories turned out better and 
cheaper iron tools and utensils and put us out of business. I believe 
it revived during the War, but ended shortly thereafter . Please do not 
quote me on this, for it must be verified if possible. I will check into 
this f or us. 

The new State of NC confiscated all ungranted land in the colony, plus 
the lands of known Loyalists and suspected sympathizers to their cause. 
This has left a difficult land trail to follow at times, and may be the 
causitive factor here. Land fraud was also a problem at the same time. 
The worthy Patriots were not above grabbing any land they could and 
profiting from the sale of it. 

---=~~~·--~~===--=-"-""-"-----



Good heavens; my computer clock is an hour slow; it's nearly midnight! 
See you tomorrow. , 

It is tomorrow and I have interjected about two pages of thoughts for 
you to mull over. Wouldn't some mulled wine taste good? I just love 
words . 

Ha! I have found the reference to "bounty land" on Fred's SURRY COUNTY 
MAP. I wish to heaven he had given sources for all his statements, but 
he was adament in refusing to do so. If one does not give sources from 
the very beginning of the research it is a daunting task to go back and 
find them. I know! 

While seeking Fred's little Guilford History; I found Olds" NORTH 
CAROLINA WILLS, and antique book of abstracts. It value lies in the 
fact that Olds was a state employee of some sort and an amateur 
genealogist who made tha abstracts in 1925 . 

Under Halifax County, NC wills for HILL are as follows: 
1765 Robert Hill- Tabitha (wife), Green, Sion, Abner, & Milory. [?] 
1769 Thomas Hill - George, James, Nancy, Comfort, Anas, Moses, & 
Slaughter. [Slaughter Hill? that's as bad as Ice, Hail, & Storm Snow] 

789 Thomas - Sarah (wife) Thomas, Benjamin, Robert & Richard 
1793 Sarah- McNeill, Fannie , [this might be Fannie McNeill] Long, 
Nanny , [this may be Nanny Long] Lassiter, Christian [Christian 
Lassiter ?] Christian can be a feminine name, too.] 

799 Collier - Robert, Thomas , & Benjamin. 

J nder Northampton, are: 
777 Harmon - Henry 
7 69 Green - Bennett [is this Bennett's mother's surname?] 

Must get ready for my trip to the library. Will mail this Monday. 

-ane Smith Hill 



Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

12 May 1997 

Mr. Wade Baker 
1715 Bartlett Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 

Your most welcome epistle a~rived today and I will begin the process of 
answering as many of your questions as possible. 

First, please do keep HILL, BAKER, and COOK .separate in .so far as 
possible, both for my physical filing system and my mental one, and I 
t hank you for that offer. 

Second, enclosed is a handout from a genealogical conference that was 
shared with my by an attendee. She knew I would welcome the maps, but 
said the notes she took at the lecture were unintelligible, even to her. 
So I don't have them. The bibliography may be of some help, too. 

Robert was most interested in the migration path as shown in the VA/NC 
map you enclosed, and he sends his thanks for all your help. I am 
impressed also. 

A HORNBOOK OF VIRGINIA HISTORY, 3rd ed., Emily J. Salmon, ed. 
Richmond: Virginia State Library]. 1983. This is a very simple book 

about the erection dates of the counties and some brief history of the 
colony/state. The following are from this book: 

GREENSVILLE COUNTY, VA was erected from Brunswick in 1780. Parts of 
Brunswick and Sussex were added later. [they don't give a date] The 
county seat is Emporia. 

BRUNSWICK COUNTY, VA was erected from Prince George County in 1720, but, 
because of the sparse population, county government was not organized 
until 1732. In the latter year Brunswick County was enlarged by the 
addition of parts of Surry and Isle of Wight counties. The county seat 
is Lawrenceville. 

SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY, VA was formed in 1749 from Isle of Wight County and 
part of Nansemond County was added later. [the book does not give a 

a t e). The county set if Courtland. 

SUSSEX COUNTY, VA was erected from Surry County in 1753. 
seat is Sussex. 

The county 

SURRY COUNTY, VA was erected from James City County about 1652. The 
county seat is Surry . 

• SLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VA wa~ named for the Isle of Wight off the coast 
of southern England. It was first known as Warrosquyoake [honest] and 
was one of the first shires established in 1634. The present name was 



given in 1637. Part of Nansemond County was added in 1769. The county 
seat is Isle of Wight. 

By now, Virginia may have generated a better history of her counties 
than the HORNBOOK. Will try to remember to ask Tim to check at NCSLGSS 
in my next letter to him. Lee Albright will know about that. 

I will check for more VA county details when I can get to the library, 
but don't hold your breath. 

David Leroy Corbitt, THE FORMATION OF THE NORTH CAROLINA COUNTIES 1663-
1943. [Raleigh: Dept. of Archives and History] 1950. [NC Historical 
Commission] 1975. still available from A&H, and worth the modest cost. 

/ 

BERTIE COUNTY, NC was formed in 1722 from Chowan County. Windsor is the 
county seat, or as the English would say, "county town". Tyrrell was 
formed in 1729 from Chowan, Bertie, Currituck and Pasquotank. 
Edgecombe was formed in 1741 from Bertie. 
Northampton was formed in 1741 from Bertie. 
Hertford was formed in 1759 from Bertie, Chowan and Northampton. 

HALIFAX COUNTY, NC was formed in 1758 from Edgecombe. 
county seat. 
Martin was formed in 1774 from Halifax and Tyrrell. 
Part of Halifax was annexed to Edgecombe in 1779. 

Ain't you sorry you axed? 

Halifax is the 

Precincts are the names used for the first land divisions instead of 
counties. I believe this was used in the time when North and South 
Carolina was one; before it was divided. If you can get your hands on a 
copy of Corbitt, read the INTRODUCTION for a brief history of the early 
settlement and the problems involved. If not, let me know and I will 
make copies of it for you. 

While seeking a map to share with you, I found a copy of the Premier 
i ssue of the NCGS JOURNAL, with an article by Robert Clay about the 
counties of Virginia from notes taken during a lecture. I believe 
Robert has now retired from the Virginia State Library/Archives, but he 
i s a walking encyclopedia about the records of that state, and a real 
southern gentlemen. Please return this copy of the JOURNAL when you 
have finished with it. 

Other states do not have .such excellent gazetteers, Corbitt, and other 
s ch helps as North Carolina has. Or at least I have not located any. 

s chocolate ink needed here? 

I found my page of NC development maps, which you may want to photocopy 
and then return to me. These maps, when used with Corbitt, have been 
ery helpful to me. They are still available from the Dept. of A&H. 

:3 May 1997 



For an excellent example; the 1850 Forsyth County census was taken by 
one man, who signed and dated each page of his enumer ation. It required 
almost the full 6 months for him to complete the thing. He was a local 
man. At the end of the enumeration sheets are his comments and 
signature, with a notary's seal. Forsyth was small enough in area and 
population to enable one man to do the job. Other counties were too 
much for one man, and again, if he signed his name on the line, we 
should know where he was on a given day. 

The next ~tep was for the Federal Marshall to make copies of the 
enumeration for the county, the state, and for the FEDS . It is my 
understanding that there were three copies of each census, as above. 
The county copy was to be retained therein. The state census was to be 
forwarded to Raleigh, and the 3rd was to go to Washington. 

I t is the Federal copy that was microfilmed for our use. Some of the 
county and state copies are in the Archives in Raleigh, but not all of 
t hem; another case of careless clerks and courthouse fires. Mea culpa; 
I need to go back and get these heading from every census page I have 
ever used. 

The hand- copying of the field notes or even from the original book (if 
the enumerator took it with him) into another one or two books must have 
caused quite a few errors, which we have all seen. In Randolph County 
the enumerator numbered in order not only the inhabited houses but also 
the houses that were vacant; something that I have never seem elsewhere, 
and which is of great help. If the copy you see does not have the name 
of the enumerator or the date, it was probably omitted during the 
copying. It's a shame photocopiers had not been invented then. 

: believe it was during the hand copying of the field notes and other 
books that the dispersal of portions of districts came about, for I have 
seen it in other counties. I know the census taker did not jump around 
as the page~ would indicate. 

1870 was apparently taken by Federal strangers who knew not the area or 
the people, for not only in NC but also in other states, many persons 
were not enumerated at all, even though they do appear in 1860 and 1880. 
~ think the War may have been responsible for this eccentricity. Guess 

ose "nuts" (thank you) didn't know as much as they thought they did, 
and we do know that many men were "not at home" in 1870 in the South, 
reasons not known for certain. To recap; there were written guidelines 
for each census year and the boys were to follow those guidelines. 
Al.a.s, the spirit of independence or just plain contrarine~~ caused ~o 

y to "do their own thing", and shows up as inconsistencies in every 
~ty. 

bring up a nice point about taxing and polls. The census takers 
r e paid by the number of people they counted, but in such a small 

t that they would not be inclined to pad the figures, especially 
!ter 1850. The census was used to apportion taxes and representation, 

you can just about be certain that most men were very modest about 
e value of their r eal and personal property. 



In my opinion, the early precincts in NC will not impinge upon our 
research. They are an anomaly that generates confusion in all of us, 
even me! They belong to the very earliest settlements on the NC & SC 
coast and thus, I don't think they will intervene in our problem. 

Now to your analysis of the printed family histories read so far. I am 
the original doubting Thomasina. OVer the years it has become apparent 
through my genealogical work that insufficient evidence and same names 
cause dreadful errors in printed works. One of the difficulties is the 
distance of the researcher from the original records. Another is the 
lack of knowl edge of other record types. Another is the reliance upon 
wills only, rather than all the records generated by the person/family, 
another is accepting anything sent from another researcher regardless of 
its accuracy, and last but not least is the failure to research the 
whole family and even the whole tribe when necessary. One more; 
history, history, history! The "burned counties" problem has 
contributed to this, but with some digging, many of those burned 
counties will still produce some help. 

In other words I don't believe anything in print, especially when the 
material is not documented with footnotes and sources. Spot- checking of 
the text will usually verify or refute the statements. 

If this sounds harsh, it is, but I learned the hard way; known as the 
School of Experience. Even Boddie's series of books contain errors of 
omission and commission and disputes. Reliance on the original records 
of every type and used first will give a more accurate understanding of 
the family. Then the printed material can be used to compare and 
possibly fill in gaps. End of that part of the sermon. 

Now for the census. 

Enclosed are my original copies of a lecture handout; can't find any 
more copies so will need these back. 

The 1790 through 1820 were to begin 1 August of each year, but with 
t ransportation and communications being what they were, we know they 
began later. Note the cut-off date for each one. 

1830 began the 1 June census day which continued through 1900. 

If you will check the headings of the census on microfilm, there is a 
place for the current date, which was to be filled in each day by the 
census taker. Some did; some didn't. But it should let us know where 
he was each day. Again, my understanding is that the actual 
enumerations were done by locals, at least until 1870. The answer to 
this is to look at the name of the enumerator on each page and see if he 
was a local man. (I should add here that some censuses were taken by 
only one man; others were taken by two or more, and I believe that 
depended upon the area to be covered and the population density.) If 
so, he must have known approximately were he was each day of the 
enumeration; was he in Bundy's District or Siloam District? If he was a 
fur riner, he may have strayed · over an indistinct dividing line. 



A comment about the Joel/Talitha Hill Bray census evaluation, excellent 
in style; could dear Talitha have been from a Hill family that did NOT 
come to Surry County? Could she have been born in one of the eastern 
counties of NC? It will behoove us to watch for her name in any wills 
and estates records thereof. [between transcribing the court minutes 
and wills of Guilford County (1771 - ] my modern English is giving way 
to what I consider to be more beautiful prose] 

I wonder if Jerry Hill is still actively working on the family or if he 
has g~ven up. Maybe your letter will produce some good results. 

Will make a stab at obtaining the pages of the NGS quarterly; Lee may 
possibly have issues that old at NCSLGSS in Raleigh. [North Carolina 
State Library, Genealogical Services Section] If not, she may know 
where to get them. 

16 May 

NC/VA Boundary Line. This will require a trip to the library; my own 
history books are too vague on this subject. I do know that dear 
Governor Byrd was not impressed with the North Carolina members of the 
crew who did the actual work, and had a good deal to say about it in his 
private journal, which may be available. Will check. 

Wills in "odd" places. If a testator owned property [slaves or real 
estate] in a county or state in addition to the county/state .of 
r esidence; his will would have been probated in each of those places in 
order to satisfy the requirements thereof. Is this what you are seeing? 
Remember the Georgia will of Wylie Hill in the list I sent? He 
obviously owned something in NC and in GA. 

Your last question in that paragraph is a stunner! The will would have 
been the instrument of conveyance if they were acquired by inheritance, 
so I would think the owners would have had a copy of it. As to the 
purchased Negroes, there would definitely have been a bill of sale in 
order to prove ownership, most especially in cases of migration. Slaves 
were fair game to unscrupulous persons who would take them away from 
t heir owners by any manner. Bills of sale were sometimes registered at 
the courthouse or at the term of court, but not everyone was foresighted 
enough to protect themselves in that manner. If I learn anything else 
about this stunner, will let you know. 

The Hill Doctor in Wilmington would do better with Tim as his 
r esearcher in that neck of the woods. He has access to so many more 
records than I have here, but thank you very much for the offer. 

obacco is becoming a touchy subject. Robert is addicted, and so are 2 
sons and 1 daughter-in-law. At least they are courteous with their 
smoke around the rest of us, but I still don't like it one little bit. 
Having grown up in Greensboro, I don't have the all- fired reverence for 

R as the locals here, and for the tobacco industry to pay out big 
ney for a habit people chose to do to themselves is idiotic. Too many 

people here depend on RJR for their retirement money promised to them 
!or work performed under hard conditions, as well as those currently 
eMployed. If RJR folds, it will just about kill this town. 



As to the drunk driver, he de .served what he got. 
firm mea.sure.s again.st mixing alcohol and driving. 

It'.s pa.st time for 

Do plea.se watch out for moo.se; I had no idea they were mean enough to 
kill, although I know .several people who get mean a.s a .snake when they 
are hungry. 

I planted 3 tomatoe.s on the 7th when the sign.s were right; and will 
plant 4 ~e the 18th or 19th. OUr neighbors tree.s are growing .so tall 
the branches cut off almost too much .sun for tomatoes to thrive, but .she 
ha.s promised to DO SOMETHING about them, and thi.s old country girl will 
plant tomatoes in the back yard as long as she can manage a garden fork 
and a .spade. 

Must stop and cook for friend husband. He gets mean when he is hungry. 
Will an.swer [read attempt to an.swer] the rest of your letter soon. Will 
also send 1870 in the next mailing. 

As ever, 



= : _•::.in .Jane . 
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.o '1'/estfield on the nc:.rth. The Rockford Roa.d passed throu9h vYha.t ·vvould later be the Hills 
:- Kls of the Ctlk:kie Hill farn ily, ;~nv:l crossed the .b.rarat ;;,.t the D.::)uglas Ford just belov·i the 
- - ov·ler Darn Road. 

: :--: :...:.te p::j_pers shov·l that .Joel gave or sold land to his son .a.llison. In ·1 B60, Allison \·vas li'·iing 
_...;c_:-=-. _r (;:.;.=l distt·ict_. \·vith u-,e sarne neighbors ::ts .Joel. In .A.gnes V•/el ls' map, Rockford-:3 iloarn­

-·r,,: ?II s ·t::u·e a corm-rt()fl corner Y·ihic t·, I ·vvould place at or near vvr·tere the Rockford Ro;3_cl 
: . in Cat> in CreM: t)r Hc .. Jan's Creek, a mile arKl a half soutt·, of Pine Hill. 

··.-_ re you put on )lOUt hat wiUi the t1ole in the top. ··tou are more farnilier v·tith censuses than I 
-:.-,ell for me the censusing procedure . . Ju:::t from reading a fevv· a.bstr:;,_(:t~; I surmise (at great 
~ = :1 ounci census tirne the Fed::: carne in ::trKl use(l ttw County··s District C:apta ins .o (1.:) the 

I guess tr1at the Feds commissioned a Census Marshal and his .e..ssistants to 
~.~r,,_ . : the census, but I arn unsure 1Ntiettier ttie Fed~; took the census themselves or relied 

- - 1·,-.h.-1·.-.1- c··-:;or-'"-:::.l·t-1'=" k, .-J,-, '"ti'· Cj .-.1-,,.=j I ri"""':J(J_-.. -.Ilt"lf It t-.-,-::;•• 1">f! tli::>t t~-,~ j-"· ;=jr-if:1 1. rl~:; CJI"d t~-,~ IT;~ \Ie!l. rl(i _ _ -~•J t_.t ., Q_r)t1.,.... ._. L'--' l.Av t t:: . __ l . .l •• -4•. . 'V" '- · J t •. l..J. - · _ 1 '-"- / 1-.. .. c.~. . . I ..._ • .._.. ___ -- · _ ~ __ I ..._. J -·. .;:1 

"':" :· ::'ll ·J.inq, atKi t -,en turne(l in u·leir sheets to the tv1:3.rshal. Perhaps the r· ... 1arshal th -. n 
...,.~_,.., ~ ... :ne Captain's sheets to the official recor·j and perhaps he transcription is 'Nhat v·te are 

_ 7~': iJ1at u-,€' Distt·ict Captains t·,::v:l rnore than one axe to gnncl. Tt·,ey nee(ie(J a tally of latxl 
.: =) taxing. They needed men for the musters, esped 3.ll}' in .June ·1860 'vVhen ttwre was 

-··e wind. And in ·1860_. the I.Jnionists had t·,eard the Vvo.r talk too .. and I V·lould bet that the 
-:-:-.·:. ~o lmow about iron ·.,.·.,.·ot1<s an::i induslJv and ::wriculture and the ~we of the rnenfolk who I .) ,) 

-----. ..,..,. -:~ -?. underarrrc. \•Vhata. \·vea!thofintelligenceforthe Union! Drattt·,ernpesk)1 Feds! Tr1at 
'=" -:'~~Jiy vYell for the S()Uth is commendable. oor::r-.·v for the Confederates! 

--: w (:orne vank _.e:::: i:; like ('r::l.nola.? T::tke =~.V·t3.',V the fruit~=: :::t.nd fi::J.ke:=: _. a.nd a!! th::1.t':=: lett is 
J ~ 

the reccrd skips aJ)out ;::t.rnonq tt·,e DisiJ·ic:ts. Vv'e have a. fe 1N pa.9es of this Distnd_. tt·,en 
·:;f another .. then back to the former or on to anottwr. It vvould seem to rne that if the 

-:: ·.: Lsec. tt1eir o\·vn disiJ·icts, then ttw record vvould [·,ave all of one distt·ic:t toqether. I 
at the census-taker did W'Ork both sides of the line_. for it ··,·ve C()Uid be sure of this ·.,.-.,.·e 

-- -'3 I me of rnan::t-1 ;:,_nd better discern 1Nhere people live(i. Hov·i, t:1.ke off the t·J(J.t. 

• :1~ ::: 35, atKl V·life Rutt·, and 2-;lear old .::l::w9t·,ter ''lr·· (Re_joyner or Re9 ina) are at Pa9e 
- =- ~ r- " I th~ ~ ·1·~" ~ - ~~- ---- ·rt ·t 0 t-·;:.· r--- p ~r" ···------ f.ll'·cj ·lr '·III·r-~r·'.-. --.-.t~ t··· '.!.r,-Jc-" 1 : . - Ctt n-:· U:::. . n - 1:;;' IV c:f. '/ tefft) t) ·-~lJ ll -.· ,_, I u J r-'o:l. _J~ ;:, 'tt l;:;' I t;' t;' - I .~. .:·V I .::· 1:;;' ·=· _.:i .. _t;,' . ...... t.i ) ., .. , 

--- ~ . ~ .-J .-, t~ - .-... ,. -- 1-r. I II.:;- -- -',-. ··· c·t~ ~ -- .. ·- .-. " r· ·' ~-- " -j--·11·- r· ·- "'t1rl - f 1··-c-c- ·' H"lll -:- n tnetJTitt\..J t_,un.et . l_.t·u lt19 tv ,I!., !._.on.::· tt..-.i:l.te .,.,·.:t:· '·--' It;,' Let.-t_, _ _.. o. 1.J1..1 .._. u ._1:;;'._ •• _.1:;;' , 

-- n~:~.ttt" ·al t' ·=j •.;r-·h:::. rth=: tl""::"i(.,::::. I ;-i(; r,,.--.,1- ~:T!(iV•. f'l . ., t-,..-·.tt·!,::::.t• J.:::.c-·:; ,::::. Hill ,-r, c::-, trnl ::"i f th:~t rirr·, ,::::. 
.t t r~'~ ·lll 1 "-" r ·· ·- • I1.•,".'W "• ' • •• , .,J l'•"t l"ol ._. I l •.•I (!,I •. • .1 .,_,. I •J •J •_ . ._. ll I f ,_1 ... 1 I_/ "• *• '• '<.1 r·.-. ·. •. rt I"-' 

y ;.9-9-cUKlpa .Jesse .. \·vt·1o lived and died on the \h/illiarn and Richard Hill plantation. 
- _:?ness betvveen the famil;1 of Hanan Bray and the family of our \h/illiam HilL 



- o .:; ·,t t.) b.;. a Sun}' ( .;o.;.d ro Jo,;;-1 Bray bMor.;. ·1 8130, probably rn.:.ntioning Hog:3.n\;: or Skin 
~ ._. ee~:s or tt·te RockJo ·cJ Roa(:l. 

:,~ vvhat? I see nott·ting rnore in this hoop~:!-do ttian sugqesting :3. look to tt1e descerxlants of 
=· -~1 T e I itha (Hi II) Bray for tt·te Hi II farn ily of T e I itha. V1l:3.s she ::l. d::t ug t·,ter of our 'v\~"i II iarn, a sister 

-.icJta.n:l? .B.tKl v·.·a::; it .Joel's sister SarEtt·, Brav ··,·vho rnarriecl our Rict·tarcl Hill? .. ~.ncl v·..-ere Joel 
·' 

~a ah ::;on and cJauQrtter of Hanan Bmv? V1~'ho '.hta.~:: tt·teir rnott1er'? \Nho ··,···,·as RicJtz1.rd Hill's 
·- J 

-~r-; 

55 
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LO 

26 
24 
20 
'1 3 
'15 
'15 
07 

'1 860 
,J()el 
Telitha. 
Henrietta 
Louisa 

Matilda 
Sarat·, 

~· tar• a• ·-· -·· ···} 

Clarac:y 
.Julia 

64 
55 
40 
·:•o 
~•v 

36 
34 

:3"1 
31 
29 

·JS76 .Joel Bray···s estate 
.. J.:)el deceased 
\·Vido\·V Litt·:a Bray 
Hhittie Bra:r 
Louisa Bra.}' 
Married F:uth, daughter F:egina (or Rejoy•ner) Bra}; 
tv1atilda Brav 

} 

Saliv Bray 

(··1 °H-.I-I .::·~a-" E ........ , .-, c::- ,... ~r . ..,.n~ . u-• - .. --•t t..-_Y iJ o.l t- -.l_, ~t:.' 't'•:o~.l '-.• 

'.·vitt·, farnily of Benj . t'·1utt't . . } 

-:1 .Jghters clid not rnany unle::;s aft:er ·1876 .. except .Julia vvhc· married \11-''f:ttso:::on V•/hitaker. By 
-: :. . .llison v·las deceased. Did his daugr1ter l=leqina - Rejoyner rrMny'? In ·t876, son Hiram 

~ ~ ·-:fl.er St;;,.cv not listecl as t·teirs. Did tl"lev move av-ta.y? .1:.. ttxett:.y slim )J-ail tc~ follu·l·,··b:::o Tel itt!a 
._,. J ) • 

: .-:-?::erK ants. rv1avbe some of V\l:3.tson ···,•'•/hit::d:::er's descend:u"!ts rniqht knuvv. 
J v 

: ·oov-/'ylitha''V'I'Cts av·tarded dov·ler in .Joel's latKis on Bull Run ''incltKlinq Uw (iwellin'J house'·'. 
= ·e and .Joel moved bad: to Bull Run before .Joel (iiHl. This ·J87ti (Jovv·er rniqt·,t indicate her 

=- ~~ull Run, or rniqht be no rnore tt·,an the acreaqe and r·touse on Bull Run v·,·as rnore ··laluable 
~-=~ n tt·te land ancl house do\·vn bv Sfdn Cabin. I thinf( tt·t;3.t .Joel's oriClinal t·,orne was on Bull 

} v 

~-- · so he ·vvcts nearer to those ''other'' Ricrtard Hills .. Senior and .Junior. So I am no closer tc1 
;. Telitha's Hills. She's another pesky', all tt-t;:J.t t1~:1.ips in9 around. 

=. _ .;r.::Jl earlier about Banana Brav - Barnn Brav. ITa.nscrlbed a:; Braq frorn tr·,e cen:::uso&:::. 
} I • v 

= wic;=~ ticn that thi·=- \~·=~~=· Lo::>t">?tron Bra~~ hlJsbancl ~>f r"1attl1a Srnitt·, f-:.an::-nl:=: ··:.f D;~\li(l ~nd - \... ~-- • ..) - -. - ._, I Y-.. _, J' - ... • I - - "l .' . - - . .... I - - - - ·' - - - '-"- .... -. I .... ... • -

- :::rav ··Nho are bi0(1rat)hed tw Hes.er .Jackson in her book S u r , .. • Countv Soldiers in the Ci\··il 
J. -~j r I I 

-- : ·;:. -·s a r~rj rt·,~ (·~ I"IS I'S~·=; -=·r·,·. t:(;r·r·,t··,·:.rt'1) I'~ t'f '.M~ (()' t"J\.'{::;ft Br-- r···:j r·,·:. E:t·;~· (1 r,-) LP.b'1 f"j() 1"1 Br·a 1• 1 
- -· '-'- ·h. - • <.J. -.-1- -'-' \.". ~ .._v t_.v . . i-. • 11'-· "' 1:..,.. • • .t,. ,..,_ V. I ..... j .'\. .._.. ..- L. • -·J· 

- 1t-1c-. r.-,1·r·· ·JII·.-.. -. r·f Hill ··r·· ·-~ 1 ••••••. , .... "')'' ~. .. "~.-.; .. -, L'""··~ D..-,11 ·1 n1.:: H···,·~~ ;.-. • -.~-.• -.-.. -..-1..-.-. hJo , Iii,· .. -.. ;-,,~-.A-·.~ . J~l•:, f ~.:):.) I (J.ti·-iL .Y ifl J... _:I,J'=:.7-:•.:•J~ ;.'IIIILl~ ll_, 1-::ti U. lt:;J ;;r J.: •I'CJif(l.lf..._(J.J., . .JI}'IIr· .. -=:7 t·JI(.tlt·:' 

- ·.: ··Ne~:;t in th::tt they both follov·l trte patriardi Robert and tvt::J.t)' and their cJiildren, then 
-_..._..- - J ollov·t separate lines Frorn Rot:oetts sons. Tt-l€')1 ;:J.re so alike that one rnigt1t ··,·votK1er 

• early' 9enerations are the product of separate and independent research, ()f ··,·vhether 
- 3.'e relied upon the other. It seerns certain tt·tat Bell and Cr;3Jt '·Nere loc·king at the ~arne 
· \·y·ish vve could knc··vv V·ihett-ter Bell and Cr;:Ht offer t·h~) ~=;eparate viev1·S from tvvo separate 

·:: itKiepetKJently' conrirrninq eact·, ott·ter's V·ioti<. 



·~~- .~L r n;;.c;:.un::~c .giv~ r'~L ZI.;X:~Ci;; t;:-. ,;;.;;.-;;i~ L';.'n ti 9~!1·;· Fn)m Cratt and frorn 8~ 1_. think th:;-~t 
.: rn rnav ver ... · v·tell t·,;:r·te cc.rne rr-orn a son or orant1son or tnelr Rot)ett anci rv!atv Hill .A.t tt1~ 

-· ·' ·J' .. - -

- = e boo(_. Jessie Lynn Bell v·.·-.::~s retired a.ncl livin9 at Vicksbur9 .. fv1ississippi. Her bic·gra.ptwr 
= :: yrighter ·vva.s Catrnine Banks Bell. In her research notes .. rni9ht .., . .., .. e find our ··-l·/illiarn Hill? 

:. -;_::of ·vvinifrec:f .Jacot) attack East Goes Vl"est and ::1.il others vvt·,o have ..,h1illiarn of Tovvn Fork 
~ ~ of Sion. She r1as Tov·m Fork ···,11/illiam as S('!n of \h'illiam. This arouseth not mine ire, for vv·e 
- .-. , ,-..-.~ r···-~ f>·.·····r·l T·"l'-'u'f"l C -·· ri··· \,',/1"111· . .,,-,-, I ~ ..... -, .-._,..)f"'; .. -., .... k, .-,. ,-.~, ,-, .. ,·-·r· ¢:;~1.··-·.J ·::t~l· ,." •• Tr-.• . .' .. 't"l c..-,.-t ... \J..Iilll·~ .• -.-. b-.. 

~..:~J...J;:; t!._oi ill.Jt 1-..-YI I i.) ... 'it (J. I. I 0.11 .J\. lli:::'"¥111':.71~ t:"O .. -... 1::::-YO.I.II':j J\_.•yy I '·.111\. Y'(l 0 .. 111 lV 

::r:a .us, but have not quite qcJttt1ere. fvt:: .. Jacob does not 90 into Ct~3.ft-'s ::tnd Bell's qeneration 
..:... .a Ki tv1aty, atK1 SO (iOeS notriispute tt-1at9eneration. 

1 >&s )<.JrKlence with L P Hill of Harrisonburg is of interest. I note that }'OU sent t1irn the mar­
- : · of Isaac Hill and tv1ary Barnes of ~!o~t\·a n, ··,·vitr1 the cornment that this is not his Isaac. 

'3.3 an Isaac Hill arnonq our 5 un~,· Hills in a couple of u-,e early censuses .. close nei9hbors 
- =-= ~ ly kin of C"Jr \h/illiam or Richard Senior. Do :~··ou kno\·Y more .. or coul·j L P Hill tell us more, 

::· ~::::3.ac and an~' relation to V·/illiarn or Rk:J,ard? If hit's CW v·lith votfns. 1"'11 \·1;rite to L P Hill ' . 

en to .Jeny .ill ::J.t 5iler City, serKHnq hirn a note on t·fis 'Willia.rn of Bertie who rnatrie(J a 
r Chatham Coun~~'-· possibl~1 the parents of his V'l'illia.rn Clanton Hill v·.·'f"1o \·\·a::; ty::.rn in 

-- I -,::rv·e just received this information .. but a first qlance tells rne tt·,at Jeny's line is para. I lei 
_ · , corninq out of the Hills of Bertie+~ottt·,arnpton- Halifax . Betct·,a t·,is v ... ·'illiarn and our 

-.t=-- ... e fdn. 

' 
: - J.qe 68 of t··.JGS Ju::utert:Y', V·iitt"l your note tha.t it is a ''"lost'"' page V·iith no citation of V'olurne. 

: : :: '?nL ;3_ ''tv1ernor:::t.ndunr" fr"orn David B. Hill, .June 22, 1 9:3 ·1 .. \·Vhere in his last paraqrapt·1 on 
~ 3.n _ continuing on Page 3 he cites the ·Yune of Descent frcm Robert Hilr·· etc. from the 
--:--- ·i ~ 28 Issue \ .. ol ·1 ti HCr3 0 . I t)et thi:3 Paqe 68 is frorn t-lis cited Paqes 6Ei-68. 

- .:> 'r) ;:· ;::. (::> n -:-j(i¢:>C 6-fi '="•f~•a' fil (J'f. \i.-·J·I ·15 (1 q?rLJ,·'J ·:;.t·l,~~ ll110::. ,.-.,.··,t"lll.rtl'·:;. tl.()f"l '.M~-II.Ct·l n .:;.,.-1;::. f;•L:l c;·:JV<:: '•1.11.11 .,. -·- ._l...,.._. Jt.. .:-j ·-··-• ·- •.". i -I I ~ ·-~ •. • •-~ ._~ - ·•• •.•'>..•l. At.". - Ill _. it."'-:_::t ·.J '-" ....,.• .. ,._s ll 

~xt issue : Ch(ildren). 7, B .. 9 and affi(lcr·lit of C K Hill"''. 

-·-.;.s~ rnaterial:3 that sorne V'irqinia. farnilies v\'·ere rnade HC farnilie::: vvhen tt1e dividi ·19 line 
- -:<. a. ,.j V'/!., cHle<:i sorne territOr'/ to t··-~L-·. It intri9ue:; tt1at our 1N'illiarn \·vas l)OtTI before ·1740 
~~-:- rrin Riv·er in 5outha.mpk:.n Co V.B. (son Richard's pension .e.ffidavit). If \;l/illiam ··,·vas born 
:::· ofthe tv1ehetrin v·lt-,ich i:3 nov·/ in Hottt·,a.rnpton t-..H=:, rna~tbe he w~&nt to sleep one ni~ t1t in 

VA and ··,.vith.:) r_ t getting o' t of bE? c. V·iok.;o up in !··. otth2l.rnpto n H C. 1=!€-(:ko n our v ..... i II iam 
= · :>i u·,ern (irattecl pesfzy Hi lis? It'::: ::: uc h cany i n9-o ns tt·,at (JO rnaf( e it t·,ar(i to trace. .~:..s tr1~~~ 

:-.say_. them Hills .... is like tt1e Chinarnan's flea- cant put /OUr finger on 'ern.·'' 

- : .. ~ t"A·g-::.r··J·~ v·-·jJr r·····r·,,J.·' nl.{:;>f"l(-"{:;> nur ,-.. )-tTO::.'="f""•J" n.--~{:;>·1,.-.~. tFt•=- t··rT.-::ji-.tc:.n··-.--i t..-, Hill - (:N--.1:·· - Bf""-1'.1 41'!: -·· - ,._...._ ...... _ a.._.J _. v . . _.t_. 1t' v -~ ·-·· ._. .... .~. ....,.._,) ....... 1 ..,t::: ._ ._. J ........ . ... ~ ..... t::- .. .t ... , ._ .. _ •. _.r .. o.l, 

~ - ,,,.-. ~-:-..:-,·~,- F~ .• r· '.lnl"r r·I- II"t-1·~ -=-· '"ji-~ t"{:;>r'-!J·I·{:;>·t·:j I C·\,h=·to::.r·r·l l"f I .. -~.~) HI" II r·:j ··i.,-..•: · .-i r-,.--~ Br··:l'·/ ···,·=···to::.-=- ···tr·? nr· --' -..,.~ ~(:.(, ._J •.J llJ 1 v !.A ..,. \...t..f ._..{ ·•· '-' \ '- · ,_1 1 . _ i --· --~"- J.)• •. '-...1~ ._1 C. , ,A I r., j._.t_o\\.. ·. ··- ' ~ ._., ·- · 
.' · ! f ··"' ." I ·•·· 

~ ~ efer ever.ltt·Ji nq in one c:ontinuinq letter as before? I ··tVill sencl tr·:is one as tis. and (JO 
' '- v . 

- = =·u ·=- \lf)l't· f··r·h~o::.r·o::.r~f'(:;> _ ._. 1.,. ... _1 s - . i _J t"l v ._. I "J v . 
} 



.., ·=- 1,-,.··t '•'·tt·,,·c··f·, · .. · .. ·t·, ,· A'i j··· .-.! .. ··: · ,,. ,_,_.-, ,\ r·~tii. \ F···=- · .. vr·ri·' .~,.-. I •-,·::>\,' ·' f't-ht)• ·=-r···· ~j,.t !"t-1 f···r1·r· t···:ic·c--::>hj·-· t-· Tir·r-1 :l~ ·-· yf:j - I _., 1. ..... I._JI._Jt.._._ • • I'-. IV H. 1._. If:::' ._. I,·-....~ ..... } ;:_. .. .,) I o:l.) l:::' _J _ oc::r -:1. t::'l_ - , l . .J i r-J. __ ._ ...... .:-J.r.-' ~ _lJ I J 

.· ;:. \I"I ILJ t·'·, r·tJr··, Y''llt- r·r··:j ·'tl·..-·,::;,j ;:::.•.•,:::. r·,•,t,::;r· ,., Ft"r··=·' IIJ-tJ·=·t tt't"·:· '•MI. II .,.-.-lf'·t····c-r-· ',l(" ll t>-t·::.t I >-··:nt,::; ·-· ,::;,:::> fj ..... 1 t_. ~- _ v r) t_ .. t.. ._ . . _, ._ .... ? .... '-· • . _. _ ._. ~__ _ ._, _ 1 ·-' • , 11 _. t::: ._,~ 1 .. ) 1 v . _ , h..:.~.. , ... ~-J ._ . ._. 

__ _...in' even if I haven't accornplist"Jecl rnuch fin(Jirr'. Before :l'·ou pass to Tim, ~/()U mi9t"tt \·vant to 
-=- .,c·\t :,::; r·-=- \II'· 11 ""' lr·,c.·:::s ··j\1 t·,·::-. .... ;:-. .... II....J 1i' ._, ·.J l ._J - •:l. ·-·'-·" / ._.._, ... . 

- · u look, st·1ut one eye and set dov·Tt. I v·toulcJn't 'v\·ant you to qo cornpletely blincl nr Fall in a 
- -:- you rea(Jy to be kin to S ion Hill, ·vvhom v.,:e have cussed and discussed for seems lif::e 

........ ..,,,,,~-~ .'.nd to be a cou::;in of '\'Villi;3.rn of Tu·NTt Fori<? .b.nd tt·,at qaq9le of Green Hill::;? 

· iscern that ·1 -'\'Villiarn Hill, son of S ion Senk::.r, rnarrie(J i·.nn Deloact·,, parents of 2-'··,•'•/illiam 
ill. From the papers }'OU sent and some hours ··,·vith the old maps, I have put these tvvo 

~t .~:;.r·.,.·ery near our 3-V·/i!liarn's bittt·1place .. in tt·1e riqht pl;3.ce, at the right tirne. I arn a.-t14iitl:er. 
" ·Hy,:::. tiirn in tt·l,c. r-· ::j .~·k· •.•,:::.t but \•1 ',:::.'•,• ,:::. n t·t tt-J ,:::. t1jrj n·:····al tr,:::.;:-.,.j t~:1•··, ·-·;::.l • ..-j .. -.• ,...q b·• V·'h.c>r.c> t-W:-·1 qfi 
• •• I ·~ • ·- · ;:_.._ . v •. '/ ·-· •1 • { ·-· { ·~ ::1 .) • • ·-· ·.· ·- ·- .·.J\.·•. v ·-· ~ • o , . ::J ·-· .¥ ·- "} ~ ~ ' •J ~ ·- · ·~ •J ' 1_. ~ 

:: - ·osses tt·re tv1et·letrin River bet·l·leen Hotharnpton t··.~C and Greensvi lle V.I.!.., stand on ttw 
-:=.e and hoiler ,yHiW', and \11/illiam's kin vvill rise and come a-running. (I \·viii smear some 

wine on tt·1ese sheets, for my dining pleasure at some later occasion.) 

- : }'ou- hat back: on. I send Paqe BS from Cr::tft:'s E:tst Goe::: \h'est, the affid:r·lit of Thorn:;J.!; 
-: .)lll··t ~,I(•J!j''•'t=> .~6,:::.t•t it':} ·-1..-j ly·,:::.r-1 "1,.... ~,:::. rr·lf-· (;::.(j ;:j •: · I tt· tt·trn·.t ... tl -~..-·,IMf-1 ·:tt'•:l cl-,~ .... r··n !"t 1'',,'·-· .-·f:> ,::l. f-1 ,- ~ .. _ u _ ~ •. . 1 •. ::;o:::- v • ._.I ._ ~- ~ ._. • . . ::.o '-"-·. .! ._. _ ".~• .) - , , _ .._~ _. , , ...... 1 • ~·~:Vt 'r-· . , t:::' ·=> _ •• _. L 

'11 tired of Bain and tireder of his a.ffy-dav)... In the goodness of your heart .. .., ... ,..ill you 
-~~:a.z- -:- ~·ortthis thinq CliJtfor rne? 1'\:e vv·otTt itto a frazz and I still cion't underst.:uxi it. Can you 

c u•~ t1 .-. ··• ··tL'I. c·1lt=> c r·( ~r- t+1;:1 ~ -=1 r·1u ~ r-(11. r·1 ;:1 r · r· ~j(j I c:::J t·t I' r·tc-.~t=>t-:=.t;1 r-,.-J ·;. I c:or·r·,.-. 1 in · u1"ft·1 ? r1 ~• ·~ ~AI. < ·-• --· J • -· . I •. t • . . _r V A - · .~ \. • • -·' -' ·.L _ • . l..l . _ _ t:::' .<1. \\ • c< 

_ ... _~ ..... · - creat uncle ···i•/ill iarn and d::unfino 'vVho his p;:;~_pp)' ··,t·,·o.s. Craft t·1ad trouble V·lith it and 
~. uessinq and t)leacJin( for twiD. H:)\·V I know t-Jo·.,.;vou earne THE H.b.T and the rk1r1t to • .., r • 1 .., 

- .: ~ in it. 

- -. -:-ver be in }''Ollr (Jet)t ii ~~·ou can lay t·tatv:is on u-,e ori9in oi'Greensville County VA. I t·1ave 
- .J .. county outline tT1Z1.p of ·v·.e.., shov·/ing Greensville ·1 78·1 . Frorn Vv'hat counties V·i3S it 
: ~ase s::..y Sot tharnpton ;:uK! Bnm~;·.,.vick, sot th of the t·.,..1et·terrin River. 

= .:. - r·r-1::< ;-,.,, 1'•A ur·::; ;1-s t"ftt. r·1·· -=· r·ttJ ·::. -:c=··-:.tt l· t'"' t•·,~ na t:k:·1 C1t=> \,'o t J ~;P. r·tr ::J rt(1 ar·r-, ... ,(· · .. · .. · inc;t 1. r·1 t. •-,t=> - . - -" 1 ta v - ·' _ . .._ _ ...... ....~ v.. -'" . • .1 ._ r- _..... .l_ ... ~1 _ .r _ _ _ _ .. ) \..;. .......~ • .J , • II..; .._ 1 _ 

_ _ ~ ~lC and ·v·.e.., but among 900d compa.r1}1. If I could find a spot of dry 'Jn)tmd .. I believe I 
- -- J r·(l(lt (,(-......... ri \.""> t•l \.'d•l"llt"·=·r·r-1 Ht"l l·'c tjt"rtt-,t-_J"I"1("f:> -=-·r·r-J(if-1(' t··J·C 1(!.11,.-J.-,:::.,.-J Hill·-· I t·l-:.\,'f:> r,') \ ....... -,j~( {if"• ~ r··. ic-,. ._. _. _ ._" ·-· •• 11 '-... ._, _ r ·-· ... _. v . 'J' ::; , ._, r.. --~~ ._. --~ 1 1 1-:.. 1 o. 1 .· l .. _. ,v r .. . _. 1 '- lt._. .• 

- y\lell irna.qine .. and l\·vant to study' ~ro ur package painsta.kinqly . I \·Viii (:opy the paper:; and 
- - -, 1(r=·lc- r··· .-.,:::.vttl\1 8 fK1 I nFt'·l t·,,::; -c-,:::.q..-Jiw1• .... ~.u ·=t ..-j-r-a+t ·:j nal•.l.:- jc r·-··r \/(-l llr H1t-nn lrY··k-·=-,:::.t=> ..... ~ ~1- ·-• t:' l...- ....- I l · ' ' ~ '- I -· ·-· ._ ..... ' ·- ::1 I ·-· - ·- ·- ~ '- · t... I ·-• ·- ' \.... l .... - a.. · - -.....:- ·. v ' ._, .,_. ,_.. · 

- .. ~-l.zin.~ maze, and a9gravatinq me til Billy la.icl the rails. Drat! 



21 Aug 97 

Dear Mrs. Jane Smith Hill, 

How do you do? My name is Wade Baker, and I seem to recall having corresponded with you in 
times past. . (I thought it appropriate to re-introduce myself, since it has been so long since I last 
wrote.) 

I am being sued for the first time in my eventful life, and for these many weeks past I have been 
doing naught but defense work. A scallywag in Surry bought an 800-acre Duke Power tract along 

e Ararat River, and he is suing every adjoining neighbor for roads to his property, two suits each­
before the Clerk of Court, and one in the Superior Court. I have engaged an attorney in your 
and she has had me gathering paper, so that's all I have had time to do. We met our deadline 
f iling a response , so hopefully I can get some rest and catch up on my delinquent 

correspondence. That \s, \~you w\\\ accept correspondence ~rom a de~endant o~ \\\repute. 

By necessity, I became so involved in preparing a defense that I often worked through the night and 
well into the next day ere becoming so fatigued that I had to stop. This foolishness continued from 
June to mid-August, and now my sleep pattern is so habitually erratic that I do not sleep by night or 
est by day, and I am exhausted. Used up all of my meager reserves I expect. It will accordingly be 

take me a while to get my head on straight enough to do some work a Ia Hill. 

Returned, 1870 census and assorted papers. With my thanks. 

Bray I Hill. 

On Page 96 of the 1860 census, Joel Bray and family, with wife Telitha (Hill). And in 1870, Page 40, 
. L. Bray female age 69 and same children. This is the Telitha Hill we tried to place, and in 1870 
e find her listed next to Noah Hill in Eldora Township. The neighbors identify the area as the 
·cinity of Eldora-Blackwater-Union area. Telitha's being listed next to Noah, and Noah known to be 

son of Richard Senior and half-brother of Richard Junior, I am persuaded to place Telitha with those 
other" Hills of the upper Tararat and not with our Richard son of William of lower Tararat. 

Bray I Whitaker. 

e earlier worked with Bray estate papers, and had some questions about the estate of Polly Bray. 
is was Mary (Polly) Whitaker (1804-before 1870), daughter of Isaac Sr and Nancy, which makes 

ary the sister of my ggg-grandmother Levisa Whitaker Ashburn. Mary married 1821 Artha Bray. 
Nancy- Mark Laffoon- To Missouri 
Oliver - Polly Butcher 
King Hiram - Jerusha Alberty 
Sarah - Isaac Perkins 
Calvin - To Missouri, Union soldier, not findable when Artha Bray's estate was settled. 
Artha Jr. - Confederate Soldier, died of wounds. 
Mary- Tom Perkins 

ester Jackson's Whitaker book, borrowing from The Brays of Fisher River. 

31 , 1870. George Gunter and wife Ruth and Rejoyner Bray. Ruth was the widow of Allison 
Rejoyner I Regina was their daughter, this also from the estate papers. 



ork for the lawyer was to find a public road already in possession of the plaintiff, to shut 
suing for another one. In the old deeds and new plats, I found that he has roads aplenty 

entjtled to more. I'm sending an aerial photo and plat, showing some Hills and Patter­
itakers of bygone times. In the photo I've marked what I believe my old Pa knew as the 
Hill place in the early 1920's, and my guess is that in the 1800's the main road from 
Rockford ran through the Sam Henry Hill place, which was later at or near the site of the 
sons and daughters, perhaps the Chickie and Ella Doshia homeplace. 

••e a predecessor deed of the Hill land describes its southeast corner as on the Ararat River 
~lOW the ford". In yellow I have marked what I believe was deeded in 1924 by "Etta Welch, 

.. .., or W G Hill." 

a deed of 1869 that my ggg-grandma Levisa (Whitaker) Ashburn deeded a halt-acre lot to 
--=-., alton, which she described as "the old Whitaker store house lot on the Rockford and 

oad, near the old Howard's Ford on the Ararat River". I suspect that Levisa inherited this 
parents Isaac Senior and Nancy Whitaker. Her brother Isaac Junior is buried near where I 

old store to have been, with a dozen or so graves marked by field rocks. 

ggg-grandpa John Ashburn deeded nineteen acres, I believe in the same vicinity, to Silas •aer Levisa's brother. Silas had their elderly parents Isaac and Nancy in his household in the 
us. My copy of the deed is very poor, but I think I see in the blur that John mentions his 
t in the land. Nowhere else have I seen a husband mention a dower right in his wife's 
Either I misread the deed or John presents a dower situation entirely new to me. 

s predecessor deeds and old Whitaker deeds have William Henry Harrison Patterson 
and in 1924 J L and Martha Patterson deeded to plaintiff's predecessor. I believe this was 
Lucas Patterson, son of Harrison. 

itaker search, have you found mention of a Whitaker's Store? I have not. The meager •'ICe points to Isaac Whitaker Senior, and that the store was very near to the intersection of the 
een Westfield and Rockford, and the road between Shoals Township and Dobson, but I 
·ng more than here given. 

e cease, and allow the buzzing in my ears to quiet and my poor eyes to close. I intend to 
hopefully before long I will return to the broken thread or our earlier thoughts and get 
Hills. 



ies, the seasons changeth, but cousin-ness endureth forever. My family searching has been 
-'\On·ng, but I have not stirred it for too long. 

-nor two of life's little mysteries solved, and by unexpected help from an unexpected source. 
a cousin (who I've never met) at Olivia, NC, who has been helping with my Cooks. Cousin has 

aintance by correspondence in Indiana. The lndianaian wrote to ask whether I could help 
Surry family Peele and she sent me a Peele deed. And thus unravels the mystery. 

rry deed, dated 1851 , was to Timothy Peele from Evan Davis, "attorney and agent" for the 
a law of Richard Hill , deceased, deeding Richard Hill 's estate on Flat Shoal Creek at the 
River. I platted the deed, and it fits to three tracts deeded to Richard Hill in 1807. Two of the 

the three-deed series of 1807 were to "Richard", and one deed was to "Richard Hill, 

•s ties to the 1845 will (probated 1847) of the Richard Hill whose wife was Elizabeth, and 
the daughter Nancy Harrison of Indiana, who filed papers with the Surry court naming 

avis as her attorney-agent to dispose of her Surry inheritance from father Richard Hill. Thus 
_.-... ,..,v, .... way we have the identity of the mysterious Richard Hill of the 1845 will and 1847 

e was Richard Junior, husband of Elizabeth, and father of Nancy (Hill) Harrison and Sarah 
assfield. Whether Richard Junior had sons is still unknown; none are named in his will or 

Indiana, a paper from the estate papers of Jesse Peele, deceased, naming his widow 
as Administratrix. So it was Priscilla (maiden name unknown) Peele, widow of Jesse, who 
=1 ichard Hill Senior, his second or later wife . Richard Senior and first or earlier wife -...,;v Elizabeth Gordon), were parents of Richard Junior. Richard Senior and Priscilla (widow 

e parents of Noah Hill. 

o t to rest the identity of Priscilla Peele ; she was Jesse Peele's widow. And we put to rest 
..-.~ Hill of the 1845 will and 1847 estate ; he was Richard Junior. 

of casting one's bread upon the waters. It returneth from some amazing currents. Now 
e crust will come floating back with the message proving that our Richard Hill was the son -ar'l Tararat. 

o not know of the Brayville Gazette or James Bray of Wisconsin. He might be from the 
igrated out of Surry into Ohio along with the Hill wives of Dennys. Please do write to 

a he's one of our'n. 

Surry Genealogical Journal , Summer '97, Thomas C Bray, 5200 Old Avent Ferry Road, 
27606, is searching the Surry Brays. You might want to write him, too. 

~ same Journal, Erik & Barbara Nillson, 3635 W 226th Street, Torrance, CA 90505, are 
-...... ed Smith and Matilda (Smith) Marsh. 

•4illlil:nEM"i to hear that Robert is on the mend. Several acquaintances have prostate cancer, 
d surgery, some treatment, and all are doing quite well. That branch of science has 

~ -



some remarkable progress, for which I and my generation are grateful. 

and I have both survived printer surgery. I had the old one removed, and a new one implanted. 
pleased with mine, and yours does an excellent job too. Even my bad eyes can read yours 
ine both. It's more better than having to memorize and remember every word I write. I think I 

hing the limits of computor memory, and the dealer's shop man tells me a frightening story 
adding memory. Says he probably won't have to destroy everything I have in it. He makes it 
like brain surgery, which in a way I suppose it is. 

suit is stalled. Plaintiff is having prostate cancer therapy and out of business until the first of 
r. It's his move, and the game will resume at a later time. He is quite surprised, and grossly 

_,vea, that the several defendants have all fired in a similar response - stuff it! He thought we 
aJI fold and give up easy. Oh, incidentally, plaintiff mentioned to my lawyer that he was going 

le to meet with the doctors about a treatment which is neither surgery nor radiation, 
_lfh,,,, I had not heard of for prostate cancer. Brachiotherapy or something like that, I forget the 

ord. Know anything about that? 

e my time will not be my own for the rest of the year. Some of it will belong to the IRS while 
tax clutter in order, and I have some insurance claims I've got to work up before year's end. 
paper stuff for a while, and then I have to break. I usually get my rest by doing something 

.__,. and good mental exercise is to wrestle with them dratted Hills. So, I will not be idle til you 
me again soon. 

II oft think of thee. 



30 October 1997 

Mr. Wade Baker 
1715 Bartlett Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

Dear Cousin Wade, 

Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P . 0 . Box z, Salem Station 

Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

You came into my thoughts today, so I will send you a "hope you are O. K. 
letter", and that the land problem in Surry County has been settled to 
your satisfaction and to the discomfiture of the other party ! 

Also, while reading my last NCGS NEWSLETTER, my eye was drawn to the 
name BRAY, actually BRAYVILLE GAZETTE. It is a periodical covering the 
history and genealogy of the Bray families of NC. For subscription 
information, contact Editor James Bray, 910 Westfield Lane, Neenah, WI 
54956 or e-mail jimbray®vbe. com. Who he? This is the total of the 
data contained in the NEWSLETTER. 

If you are already acquainted with him, I will not write, but if you are 
not I will write . How is that for a clear sentence? 

Friend husband has had some 
which he is recovering, and 
goodness. 

treatment for his prostate cancer, 
is in better health and spirits, 

from 
thank 

My Bray/Hill/Cook/Baker research has been on hold since summer, due to 
Robert's health. I simply could not concentrate on much or analyze 
genealogical problems. About all I have done is to perform mindless 
tasks such as transcribe court minutes, wills and census. When I want 
to escape the 20th century I crank up the computer and retreat to the 
18th and 19th centuries for a while . 

Do notice the new printer; my existing RAM would not support it so more 
memory had to be added to the pitiful 4, (which I was told would be 
enough for anything I ever wanted to do . ) Ha! The adventure of 
i nstalling the new memory is a tale for the fireside some long winter 
n ight. 

Nill stop blathering and hope all is well with you . 

~ost sincerely, 



a composite reconstruction of papers you sent several months ago, with some papers I 
- ad. I have waited until receiving some early maps so that I could get my geography better 

it-pick it at your leisure. I have identified it as a draft, and I call it far from finished. We will 
. as new discoveries - and old errors - come to light. 

/ ' 
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appreciate the article about the still. That feller holding onto the lantern in broad daylight 
e chair he's just kicked over looks like he's 'stuck his bill in the fixins' . 

ed with many a moonshiner who said their father and grandfather "made liquor for the gov­
as this article says. The liquor wasn't made for the government at all, but it was made legally 
government supervision.There were circuit-riding revenue officers who inspected the stills, 

the mash, counted the liquor storehoused, guaged the proof (alcohol content) and •led the revenue at the still. There was a tax on each still (each cooker) and a separate tax on 
oduced, measured in "proof gallons" = one US gallon of 1 00-proof or 50% alcohol. One 
t have several cookers or "stills" on the same stillyard, maybe one for making whisky and 

or making brandy. Before Prohibition, the revenuer sent word ahead and the still owners 
the dogs and met with the revenuers cordially, even had them stay to supper and spend 

During and after Prohibition the revenuers snuck in by the shine of the moon, and the 
-....,,Qr~ let the dogs run loose and took a loaded shotgun to the still. 

a very interesting point about the elusiveness of the old records, and I think I would like to 
look into that. I would expect the old records to be in the National Archives, such records 

ade and such as survive. How to locate them? Certainly they were records of the 
-ne~m of the Treasury, almost as certain records of the old Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR). 

It to guess, what were the records called? It was an excise tax, possibly called that, 
called a tax on the production of spirits. The actual collection was done, .or at least 

•ied. by Deputy Collectors in the BIR, who likely had employees or "fee-deputies" doing the 
field. Deputy US Marshals collected the revenue as well, but for the BIR. In more recent 
in BIR and its successor IRS, Storekeeper-Guagers did the on-site inspections and 
revenues. 

period, the records might date back to 1791 when the congress put the first tax on spirits 
Revolutionary War debt. The tax was repealed in 1802, and levied again to pay for the 

2, and it has been with us ever since. Except for the brief period of Prohibition, when the 
t collecting liquor revenue, there ought to be records. The records we would be 

are pre-Prohibition, say from 1812 to 1920, a hundred years give or take. Should be a 
nr.=•nnpas in the records. 

these were essentially in-the-field records, handwritten on the spot. No doubt the 
ed into printed and numbered forms, and likely the stiller was issued a handwritten 

liill"rr~ ly the stiller's name, perhaps such addresses as were then used, quantity and de­
articles taxed, the amount collected, and the revenuer's signature. The record might 

book-entry, a book which the collector carried with him and turned in when it was full 
rt came due, such as quarterly or annually, etc. 

stiller was required to post his copy at the still, or keep it in possession while hauling · 
ace of sale, as evidence that the tax had been paid. I've never seen such records, 

.. ~ba.t>l ' found their way into grandpappy's old trunk. 

•.:e of origin, these were federal records so it is probable they originated in a federal 
.-..t"rv-t rather than having a county origin. I find Salisbury often mentioned as the place 

matters of early Surry were transacted, such as prisoners taken there for federal 



·urors summoned there for court, etc. Possibly the Collector of Revenue for the Surry area 
dquartered at Salisbury. 

· ternetted, so let me know if you come across a website that looks productive. I'll have to 
some thought and ask around for how to get into the Archives' index or lists. The Anchorage 

the Archives likes patrons to ask for records by name and only the office personnel can use 
....,~, , which limits my ability to keep asking silly questions until I get an answer. 

old deeds where the grantor mentioned his stillhouse, either conveyed or excepted from the 
td wills bequeath the stillhouse. Old estate sales show the sale of stills and worms (con-

) and jugs and 'kags' of whisky. At one sale (Jacob Fulk of Surry), my ggg-grandpa 
bought a bar'l of whisky, 33-1/3 gallons, and ggg-grandpa Ashburn bought the still. No 
e old footpath betwixt the Ashburns and Flinchums was so crookedy. You'd think a sober 

..,.IUUI"" walk a straighter line. 

eyes. The tests are completed so far as I know, and I will know the results when Doc 
.-IC( from a seminar. Doc found some "bumps" on the retina of my right eye, which she says is 
-~ sign for macular degeneration. Seems you and I have more in common. I told her I 

she couldn't be right, for I've been a degenerate for years and nobody ever diagnosed it 
But she thinks I am of an age where it's apt to show up. Tell me what "yarbs" you're using 
try the same. 

the brief on sequential naming. Your English formula fits very well with some known 
and might fit with our Hills too. William for "The Conqueror" and "The Lion", Richard for he 

Table, etc. As in Robert, First Duke of Normandy, who until he took the Christian name 
s Rollo, a Viking warrior chief, given his title of office as a bribe to quit terrorizing the 

-~ countryside. 

·ng for a while along the Meherrin and buying a house near the Virginia and NC Ar­
t rightly know how best to proceed with finding the Southampton family of our William. I 

t if we could live with the records long enough we might find William and his kin, but if 
the way of most of my searches we won't even know when we've found him. I usually 
esh and winnow several times, sort out the impossibles from the possibles, and at some 

some other place realize that I've had it all along but didn't know it. 

just this once, but not too much. Jerk my chain if I get too far off the track. I have this 
feeling is that our William and the Richard up the Tararat from him were close kin. •D of evidence do I have, just enough of an instinct to play that card to win. It could be that 

illiam by looking for Richard. The skimpy census information is about the same as no 
on the other hand it does not rule out that Richard might have been William's brother. 

om Surry records that William named a son Richard, there being at the same time 
· rand Junior living nearby, so I am presuming that Richard Senior was not William's 

· ing is that a William and a Richard in the same Virginia family would certainly run the 

Surry journal that Velpo Robertson of Sandston VA, a suburb of Richmond, will do Ar­
rary work. and travel to nearby counties. It's good to know there is someone on the 
mond, but there are still some things I need to do myself before calling in the Virginia 

w there are records available that I haven't seen yet. Besides, we ain't doing too bad, 
We're getting closer all the time. If I decide to ask Mr. Robertson for help, I'll get you to 
some instructions. 



ght over your suggestion that I put rings in my nose and navel. I've decided not to. See, 
a status thing, a making-a-statement thing, the sort of thing you have to show off for it to have 

Persons only put a ring in their navel after everybody else on the planet has put a ring in 
. If I ring my ears, then ring my nose, then ring my navel, all I've really accomplished is 

•-~;ng up with the herd. Then I'd have to press on beyond that, and that only leaves a place 
can go. Not hardly, thank you very much. Besides, if I ring some place "new", I'll just 
that somebody has already rung it. 

decided that I will be the onliest person in the world not to have nary ring atall, and that will 
· the record book right alongside the only woman in Arkansas and D C not harassed by 
- ton. Nope, no rings for me. I'm looking into tattoos, but my local fence for stolen 

-=~E~s and hand grenades says the good tattoos are already took. Says he can graft me a 
e or a third ear, some he took in trade for a dynamite bomb, but they have rings in them. 

-.WDC~ing, trying to be a hippy and can't. 



Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
?. 0. Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

3 May 1998 

~ear Cousin Wade, 

This will be an inadequate thank-you for the information 
about the legal still records. I will share thf s with some 
o f the genealogists who were interested in those records and 

hey will be very pleased. 

enjoyed reading that article very much, and like you I 
: ave seen mention of the still and the worm. There is one 
Nil l in Guilford in which the Devisor mentions the liquid in 
~ e barrels, but I forgot whether it was brandy or what. My 
~eply does not do justice to the excellent and interesting 
~nformation you have provided. Thank you . 

~his will also be brief; the target date for moving is upon 
~s: May 22 and 23. I am tossing out all I can but there are 
st ill many boxes to be filled. Not too much problem with 
!Jedrooms and such, but my office may just get its first 
~eorganization in years. How it do accumulate. 

am not internet ted either, but may be able to use the 
~~brary's equipment after it has been installed. 

=:ave you seen or read about Dr. Andrew Weil? He is a 
~:ysician who has studied both allopathic and naturopathic 
-edicine, and uses them to work for the whole good of the 
patient. He is nationally recognized, with several very 
~ood books out. It was from his books that I began taking 
~s regimen for stress: Vitamin E, 400 International Units 
as D-Alpha Tocopherol plus D-Beta Tocopherol, D-Delta 

ocopherol and D-Gamma Tocopherol, 1 capsule per day. 

--~ amin C, which should be Ascorbate C, it is a powder which 
=ontains several minerals, and above all else they are from 
:~ganic sources such as rose hips. Take some twice a day in 
· Bter, with meals, and build up as much as your s y stem will 
-: .:..erate. 



Selenium is a pill (I use Sol gar Seleno- 6 2 00) micrograms 
once a day, with meals along with the Vitamin E. Selenium 
and Vitamin C do different things, so they should be taken 
at separate times. 

The last vitamin is Beta-carotene as mixed carotenoids; my 
present brand is COUNTRY LIFE, and contains Lutein and 
Lycopene, as well as a long list of other good things. This 
i s also good for the eyes. 

The above items have made a big difference in my overall 
health. This is not "nervous breakdown stress" but the kind 
chat modern life bombards us with. Following the advice of 
:::>r. Weil, I no longer watch the mayhem of news casts, 
especially just before retiring, and read only the 
bituaries and good news in the paper. 

?or the other specifics for my eyes, I use Lutein 20 MG., 
Bilberry 100:1 with Grapeskin Polyphenols, 280 mg. each. I 
::ion ' t usually take combinations of herbs, but do if the 
:.::1gredients will work together. Eyebright from Nature's 
Sunshine is one of the few mixtures I use. Follow the 
~-structions on the bottles for dosage. If you have a good 
::eal th store, the staff will be well trained and 
!::::Jowledgeable. Incidentally, I have run this list past my 
~wo eye doctors and my internist and they all say it won't 
:::.1rt me. 

~ · should have a health food store/s in Anchorage where you 
-~ have a choice of brands. Some that have been around a 
: 3_g time are Solgar, Nature's Sunshine, Twin Lab, Solaray 
~d others . No General Nutrition. 
7~:.l want Organic all the way. 

: sent on this plethora of information because I want it to 
::.:_p you, too. 

: Ai 1 humor your all you want. Never, never, deny your gut 
=:e:· ngs about genealogy or anything else. The book I have 
e::.=:osed is for you to 

__ or donate to your library or use for whatever. 
~--= · es, feelings and gut feelings are nationally recognized 
s::.:i accepted! 



Must run, too many things to take care of and time's a­
wasting! 

As ever, 
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- - ·, says I, gotta take time off From sorting Hills and get Jane's papers back to her and 
of her correspondence. If I keep your papers any longer, I'll owe rent. 

••51?1 o k?arn that I am making vvhat I hope is some real progress with our William's early gen­
ve thrashed the p3.pers you sent, and I believe some grains are found amongst the 

e I found William's descent? No, I ain't. But you sent links enough to add to some rve 
along the way, to build a pretty good chain .. and if nothing else we know where to look . 

.. _. man we had. Be encouraged, Cousin. 

his neighbor kin on the Meherrin River we may also find where to look for William's 
tbor Richard Hill. There are few Williams, and more Richards. Best guess is that William 

were close kin, probably as close as first cousins, and perhaps even brothers. A bunch 
do before we know anything, but with the sources cited we know where to put our 

• lttlife ti'ne. I call ita good day's vvork that has taken me several weeks. 

~leased and unencouraged. I will shortly be sending you a d-r-a-f-t Little more than a 
uide, full of unanswered questions. I expect you have learned, as I have, that a good 

--~beats a poor answer, that enlightened ignorance beats false knowledge. Welt that's 
're at Cousin, in the dark and fumbling for the light switch. I will be asking you to take a 

e to the project I need your practiced eye. Truth is, I've taken this thing about as far as I 
'tVth t. But I do think that with The Hat on and a sharp pencil in hand, you can take the 
om my faltering hand and go go go. 

re-encouraged, even agog. Show me William's father and mother, and I will show you his 
seven or eight generations, commencing 1 SOO's in England. I think. 

•me11dt.rn to the note I sent about the survey by Col. William Byrd. I found in a book on carolina • liftS of all places) that Byrd surveyed From Currituck Sound west. came to the Chowan River 2 
8 around our Meherrin River, then took his break until September., then crossed the 

-C*::e River, and thence west to "Surry County", where the survey ended 25 October ·1728. 

:ld party turned around "in Surry», then returned the same way, east to the Meherrin and the 
and to Currituck Sound. So Byrd pas~d tw~ through our Hills along the ~herrin . The 

not say when he reached Currituck, but probably mid-November 1728. If you find Byrd's 
I 'flr()Uid like to read his pages April through September while t·,e was along the Meherrin, 
<Xtober to mid-November when he was there again. 

The book cites Byrd, William. O;j·'A1f!J!7 Line .Hisk>rit?.s Edited by• William K. Boyd, Raieigh, 
Permission, the NC Department of Archives and History. The book mentions "other 

way back, around the Roanoke River) presumably at Roanoke Rapids since he mentions the 
Byrd VYrites "About three Miles from our Camp we passed Great Creek, and then after 

very barren ground for 5 Miles together, we crost the Trading Path, and soon had the 
of reaching the uppermost Inhabitant . . . " 



v ... ·AI-IW YAI-I ~"' Q""'flfFiQ"'~ if ~~ "~"'trnActl: lnM!o.~t~ W!4Q ~ ~ill? I will ~ ,q~~Ai~.d if J::f)lr.d ~iiQ 
to mention a Hill. fori believe he surveved the YA-NC iine between the brothers Robert and Wiiiiam 

' J 

Hill, a generation about right for our W'illiarn's grandpa . 

. A.ddendum second. I underestimated the help I need with the Virginia counties, and asked about 
the make-up of Greensville VA. I now discover of equal importance the make-up and break-up of 
Greensville's neighbors. Naturally, the local libraries have nothing that helps. If you can locate 
same, I need Isle of Wight, Southampton, Surry, Sussex, Brunswick, Greensville. 

1 am dragged and bedraggled to the belief that some Hills very meaningful to us show up in six 
counties of VA and lVY'O in NC, without ever leaving home by the Meherrin River. I don't doubt that 
otr William Vr"a.s born in Southampton. I bet he was. But I think he may have grown to young 
manhood in lVY'O states and a terrible number of counties and still have lived in the house where he 
Vvas born. Now .. i ax you- You cali that fair? Pesk, you William! Drat! (But can you tell that that I 
am enjoying this better than a hawg loves slop?) 

Addendum third. I suggested a hunt for Jess~ Lynn Bell of Mississippi. I still think she might be of 
help, but I believe I have citations of most of her sources. I will shortly be sending these citations to 
you, and -vve might get more help from her sources than from her. I think these papers you sent tell 
me that tlwse searchers were focused on their own lines, and may even have seen our William, but 
as a line not of much interest to them. William might in some probabilil'>;, be vvell reported in the 
things not said by these searchers. · 

Returned herewith, your assorted papers and the 1860 Census which I'd love to swap for the 
borrow of 1870. I've stuck some "stickies"" in the 1860 census for you. Incidentally, in the early Hills 
I find a Hill who married a Whitaker, and the names of the Whitaker children. 

Much thanks for the comments - heirs, at-lam, of-bodies, etc. Jurisprudential persons speak their 
own language. Preachers too. And auto mechanics. I think they don't Vvant us to know anything 
about their specialties. Fie on them, as Shakespeare says, and forsooth. Literary folk have a langu­
age too. Me and thee? Our technical terms Drat and Pesk do very nicely, and are not easily 
misunderstood. 

Yes, you did send Thomas Cook's Wilkes Will. I don't fit that Thomas to our tree. Maybe he's the 
one-too-many Cook who spoiled the broth . .A.nd I got the Cook court papers. I will wor1< with them 
shortly. 

Northampton Estates, 1781-1801 , a few look apt, a few we put on the back ofthe stove. Let's 
look at Richard-38·1, Vvrn-423, John 561,574. 

Deeds, ·1759-1774, William 49 .. 154, 1222. Let's try these before vve get into the nine 
deeds of John. 

4rthampton Deeds, 1774-1787, William -123, Wm 12, 196. 
Same, under "Hills", scan for William, Richa.rd, Robert, and .A.nn- at 88, 89, 580, 956. 

Your typed iist of Hottharnpton Vvliis, HatTnon 1777 Book 1-20, Jor·1n 174 7 orlglnai, Vvliilarfl ·j 748 
original. 

In all Northampton, lookin9 for lantjrnarks Meherrin River, Cypress Svvamp or Creek, Fountain's or 
Fontaine Crk and the VA line. And anything joining William, Richard, Robert, Ann. 



.>t 
1-blb)( Will~, C:aly~r J Coll~r 1700 Book J-JJO, Thomas 1 760 1-2J6, William 1709 J-JOO. 

n .... ThArv>~t" •"Ar.l.t ~nA ...... ~ ..... ;~......... I finA "'"'"'"' .-. .... A .......... .!'hilA.-......... ThA 1.-..u..M"tli ...... ~ ......... F ...... ,.,. T"v\""""'"'' 
~ IIIVIIICA.:> VVV"- CAl 1\.A II ICAIIICA':::fo;;'. I 1111\..1 11VIIo;;'1 CAllY IIV \,I 111\At o;;'ll . Ill,.;' IGUY.:>UI\.:) \,VI H U.:>v . llotvll ICA.:> 

brother William 'tVaS an heir in Thomas' estate, and William said in his will that there Vvas a la¥tSuit 
involving the heirs. I sense that this suit Vvas settled, and that probably brother William's side VY'On. 

Then a few years later there Vvas another suit and a whole different bunch of next-of-kin heirs at 
law. I don't place any of the heirs, the old bunch or the new bunch, as issue of Thomas Cook. 

Maybe somebody claimed Thomas ·...vas incornpetent to make a will. Or sorr~body claimed he 
willed to the 'v'vrong people, or duress and trickery. Maybe they said he didn't own the property he 
willed. I do not know. 

In your experience, have you found wills in counties where they "'obviously didn't belong"' but were 
there anyway? I find one only that was recorded in a far county many years atter it Vvas dated. It 
bequeathed Negroes, and I am Vv'Ondering if perhaps it Vvas recorded afar and later to prove 
ownership of Negroes and their increase. I don-'t observe it as a common occurrence, and VY'Onder if 
you have insight into this phenornena.l phenomenon. _ Incidentally, just how did on~ 
.QWnership of inh~ited or p11rchased ~roes while migrating place to J?l_ace? Carry tr~ will or bill 
~in one··s pocketJ ---

~he good ne¥tS is that the snow is all gone. The bad neVv'S is that I am out of excuses for no_tdoing 
some yard Vv'OI1<. I aim to sculpt a big pile of white styrofoam in the backyard so next summer I can 
look out the window and shiver and put otf the yard Vv'Ork. But making a big styrofoam snoVvbank is 
more work than raking, so I"' II take my lumps and get out there and do it. I can see in the grass 
where the moose(s) walked across the snow, a.IVvays leaves a trail of hoof-size dead spots. We had 
one particularly ornery moose this winter. I Vvatched him eat the bark otf the neighbors tree and 
break otf limbs six inches through. Then it charged into the side of another neighbors house. 
Twice. And then took desert from my apple tree. I dont mess with no moose. One killed an elderly 
gentleman a couple of years ago at the university, a mile away. I've eaten so many moose I keep 
thinking it's their turn. ·· · · 

rve just received a note that a Doctor in Wilmington is plowing in our Hill patch. He seems to be 
_ looking at the same Hills I've just been chasing, Northampton-Halifax. I have a letter ready to mait 

and willl~t you know what h~'s up to. Do you vvant him as a cli~nt, if h~ n~eds help? 

Of my twenty letters recently sent I have two ansVY'ers. Neither knows more than VY'e do. Still no 
'rrQrd from your correspondent Jerry Hill at Siler City. Oh yes, and about my goof for this year. I 

ote that I had heard from your correspondent Baker about Bakers. 1--lot your correspondent 
somebody else's. Sorry. Now I can relax, I've made my one-per-annum mistake. I do like to get my 
mistake over with early in the year. 

Your town is making the Alaska neVv'S. The Twin City has one less drunk driver artd folks are 
~M:>ndering why VY'e don't send ours down tr,ere to be tried. And when there's a tobacco lawsuit or 
some ridiculous pontification by the tobacco industry, Reynolds and Winston Salem get prominent 
mention. I believe if I had tobacco stock I'd be talking to my broker. If I had a tobacco farm I might - · 
turn to growing grits bushes. 



~t:'Q by ~ Qm~IJ ~~fll~r~nl:. I'm eAin<::~ tA fill I-tt ~hiQ ~~r An~ ~iC!l.< . ~~~ ~ l.<nAw .if it ~ri.<Q with yAur 

mac: h ine. If we are comoatib ie. i wi ii disk the draft s i nee mv orinter is maki na ua iv noises at me. 
I ' I I V V J 

And about my promise to show you the generations. I smear that promise with esse-n<:e- of 
macaroon for my dining pleasure at some future occasion. One grom obtuse from ingesting too 
many chocolate- covered VY'Ofds. 



Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0. Box z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

16 April 1998 

Dear Cousin Wade, 

You should add rings in your nose and navel. Honest! Saw my 
first ones at the hair salon when the daughter of the owner 
showed her newly placed rings. Cool or what? 

I am sincerely sorry to learn about your eye problem and I pray 
that it can be fixed quickly and completely . Eyes ain't nothing 
to fool around with; life would be hell if I couldn't see to read 
and play with genealogy. When I was diagnosed with macular 
degeneration sixteen months ago, I was told it was inevitable and 
there was no cure, and that I was about ten years early in 
developing the problem. So helpful to know that fact. 

That was like a matador waving a red cape in front of el toro. 
So I headed to the best health food store in town and have begun 
taking a group of herbal supplements known to be specifically 
favorable to the problem of M D. Also, a great deal of reading 
on the subject. It may be wishful thinking, but I do believe 
there may be a slight improvement in my vision. 

My love affair with trucks began when my daddy taught me to drive 
on his old Ford pickup truck; the one with the gear lever in the 
floor and a clutch to struggle with. It's a good thing I have 
big feet or I would never have been able to work three pedals on 
the rolling back roads of Guilford County. Daddy turned me loose 
with that truck, even before I got my license to drive, and that 
accounts for my addiction to trucks; they also fit me better than 
most cars. 

Back to those pesky Hills. My first trip to the NC Room 
overwhelmed me with the amount of material from which to choose 
and it ranges from old, poorly transcribed abstracts to the 
latest Stephen Bradley works. As you well know, the quality of 
genealogical material being abstracted has improved greatly but 
some of the material I will check has no source citations and is 
not from primary sources. Like some of the previous works 
concerning the HILLS, about which you were so right. If it was 
named William Hill, ergo, it must be the same. 

The first book is: Torrence, VA WILLS & ADMINISTRATIONS, 1652-
1800 . It is alpha by surname and covers all of VA. 

1 



I = inventor y 

1 . Brunswick County, Robert Hill, 1740, Will book 2, p.20 [and 
possibly more pages] 

2. Isle of Wight County, Nicholas Hill, 1675 w; 1678 i; 1679 I. 
Silvestra Hill 1796-7 w; Thos. 1720 w; Jos. 1776 w; 
Frances 1791 w. 

3 . 
Richd . 

Surry County, Wm. 1675 
1722 I; Thos. 1737 I; 

w; Herman 1679 I; Benj. 1719 I; 
Matthew 1752 i; Moses 1782 w. 

4 . Sussex County, Michael 1755 I; Matthew 1760 I; Jno. 1765 
w· I Lucy 1765 I· I Michael 1766 I. 

I Amy 1768 w· I Michael 1768 
I i Benj. 1772 I. 

I Wm . 1773 I . 
I Richd. 1775 w; Michael 1778 w; 

Mildred 1798 w. 

That's a bunch of Hills and there could have been some who fell 
between the cracks . 

Also, I see that I must go back and check Southampton County . 

Next is a set of 5 volumes titled VIRGINIA, then each is given a 
sub-title, as in the two enclosed photocopies and you will note 
that they do not match Torrence. The data contained within is 
taken from old published periodicals, and the sources not noted . 

In VIRGINIA VITAL RECORDS we find a Richard Hill et. Al . [My 
computer insists on making capital letters! It thinks I have made 
a mistake. Ha.] 
This Richard is in the Albemarle Parish Register in Sussex 
County , VA. The entry is "Mary, d/o Richard Hill & Margery his 
wife, born April 16, 1760." 

"Capt. Richard Hill d. 9 July 1775" 

ibid., Hungars Parish Records 1660-1661 in Northampton County 
VA, Richard Hill s/o Robert & Jane Hill [born] Aug. 12. [Have I 
been married to Robert in a previous life?] 

In this series of books there are still LAND and TAX and one more 
the title of which I don't remember. This is what is known as a 
"Senior moment", or maybe just a slack researcher. 

2 



I have begun a Time Line of Hills in the Virginia counties of 
Isle of Wight, Brunswick, Surry, and Sussex to use as I pursue 
t he other sources. 

Photocopy of a legal still may be of interest; the TRIBUNE may 
have been a Yadkin County newspaper. We genealogists have never 
been able to locate the Federal records concerning legal stills, 
although they were quite prevalent before Prohibition. 

One of the few advantages of our move into a smaller house is the 
fact that I cannot take it all with me, so have been going 
t hrough all my genealogy files and accumulating a lot of scratch 
paper by tossing out what is irrelevant and retaining only those 
items necessary to my happiness. In the process I have located 
t he notes from a seminar on Virginia records given by Robert 
Young Clay, who at that time was State Archivist in charge of the 
Virginia State Library and Archives. Bob is a walking 
encyclopedia of knowledge and has the ability to impart it so 
well that the notes I took then still recall to mind the things 
he told us that day. At any rate, I hope this will help us with 
t he Virginia research . 

NAMING PATTERNS/TRADITIONS. Not written in stone; can of worms; 
t here were at least three patterns used by the ancestors, and the 
thing to keep in mind is that they were not set in stone and that 
people did not always adhere to traditions. [See Fischer, 
ALBION'S SEED, from which the following is excerpted] It's a lot 
more complicated than most folks realize. 

1 . Virginia. It's heritage was with the English and most of the 
names given were of Teutonic warriors, Frankish knights and 
Snglish kings. They also named sons for fathers and 
g randfathers, even to the extent of using a name for a second or 
third son if the previous ones died. They wanted the name to be 
perpetuated. The girls were given the names of Christian saints 
~ho did not appear in the Bible and also traditional English fo l k 
::1ames . 

_n general, first-born children were named for their 
grandparents, second-born named for the parents, with the first ­
born son named for his paternal grandfather, and the second-bor n 
son named for his father. 
Also, the use of 
pat tern for us, 
generation. 

a surname as 
although it 

a given name tended to spoil the 
is a good clue to a previous 

2 . Puritan New England. Most first-born children were named for 
:he parents . They used necronyms. When a child died, its name 
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was usually given to the next child of that sex. [I hope we 
won't have to search in New England.] No christening. 

3. Delaware Valley [mostly Quakers]; no saints names here. Used 
mostly biblical names. The eldest son was named after the 
mother's father; and eldest daughter after the father's mother. 
Second son named after the father's father; the second daughter 
after the mother's mother. After that they used their own names 
and those of aunts and uncles. No christening. 

4. Back County as in Scots-Irish; used a mixture of Celtic, 
biblical, Teutonic and border saints names. Usually, eldest sons 
tended to be named after grandfathers, second and third sons for 
the father. They tended to have a "name such as John" every 
other generation. 

5. 18th century German, source: my own research into extant 
German-speaking baptismal records. The main thing I have noticed 
is that the child was often given the same Christian name as one 
of the sponsors. They did not adhere to the same patterns as the 
English- speakers. For example, my George Coble bore the same 
name as his father, but it was three or four sons down the line 
before another George appeared. They were very independent in 
many of their ways. 

This is more than you wanted to know about the subject, but is 
does make a difference in researching if one knows the general 
patterns of the people, and that the area from whence they came 
and the religion of choice made a big difference in naming ways. 

Enough for now. I hope that by the time I send the next 
installment your eyes will be WELL! 

As ever, 
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rs. Jane Smith Hill 
P . 0. Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

1 3 January 1998 22 January 1998 

Dear Amicus Curiosi, [I had to look that one up!] 

WOW! You certainly have not been idle, have you? A masterful 
d isquisition, and the maps illustrate your narrative so well . It's a 
p ity more writers do not include land and maps as you hav e done. I hope 
other readers will understand the value of such a unique problem as the 
Hi ll locations and I believe you are right on track. 

In the nit - pick department the following "jumped out at me": 

In Nell Marion Nugent, CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS Abstracts of Virginia Land 
?atents and Grants 1623 - 1800 In Five Volumes, VOLUME ONE Abstracted and 

n dex ed by Nell Marion Nugent Virginia Land Office Richmond, VA; 
Ri chmond: VA, 1934, page 140: 

l?RANCIS ENGLAND, 746 acs. Isle of Wight Co., June 20, 1642, Page 857. 
Adj. Capt. Pierce. Trans. [portation] of 15 pers[ons]: Robert Hill, Mary 
·is wife, John Powell, Eliza Webb [my underline], Sarah England, Jon. 
:.,ippett, Jon. Sykes, Robert Davis, Hugh Brent, Edward Palmer , Jon . 
~cton , Thomas Coggin, James Piland, Alexandra his wife. 

i bid . ; page 525 FRANCIS ENGLAND, 2366 acs. Isle of Wight Co . , 29 Sept . 
:664, p. 402, (462) [?] 946 by former patent and 120 acs. by another 
_atent, both dated 13 Jan. 1661. 400 acs . of the residue beg . at his 

wn land , running S . &c. & adj. 200 acs. he purchased of Jno . White , 
~oth of these beg. in the mouth of Hills branch &c 700 acs. beg. at his 
:20 ac. patent .. . to Robt. Elys corner tree ... Tabers branch ... Xtopher. 
~ewis branch, then to beginning . . . Trans. of 26 persons, Francis England, 
oyce his wife . .. [other persons named, but none familiar] 

~bid . page xxiv Headrights 
• The term headrights in connection with a patent for land has been 
subject to no little misunderstanding . Elucidation is therefore in 

r der. 
'E" r the purpose of stimulating immigration and the settlement of the 
~olony the London Company ordained that any person who paid his own way 
~ Virginia should be assigned 50 acres of land for 'his own p e rsonal 
adventure' , and if he transported 'at his owne [sic] cost' one or more 
persons he should, for each person whose passage he paid , be awarded 
!~f ty acres of land . . . " 

- -Y understanding of the above is that Francis England paid the passage 
! or the "headrights" who names are listed in the passage above, and he 
=eceived 50 acres of land for each person whose passage he paid. 

: ! you have access to these volumes they are worth serious study . 
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-:-~e maps in Nugent are very clear as to early settlement around the 
- ~s~ern shore of the Chesapeake Bay and show Isle of Wight and Surry 
==~ties as they touch the James River, but they are not carried any 
~~cher forward in this first volume, which I happen to have at home . 

:~a: cis England would be a man (or are these two men?) to follow in 
=:::;::.ish records if we ever get that far] as a potential clue to the 
:=::::; i sh origins of our Hills. If you cannot find the little folk, try 
~e bigger ones, who often generated more records. 

Speaking of English origins, a red flag went up at the mention of Robert 
:=.:. ::. of Northumberland, England marrying Mary Webb of Kent, England. 
7::e only things those two locations have in common are the language (and 
-~ere would have been at least two different dialects) and their 
:;:::.acement on the eastern coastal reg-ion of England. Kent is on the 
s:;~th (the location of the White Cliffs of Dover) and Northumberland is 
as far north as you can go in England before crossing into Scotland. My 
:;pi nion, for what it is worth, is that their marriage is possible but 
=-;:,c probable, unless Robert Hill made his way from Northumberland to 
!':.2:1t . Why? 

•=: did Robert and Mary come to Virginia? Were they friends or 
a=quaintances of Francis England? Were they related to him? Were they 
se~ants of England? Did they have the wherewithal to purchase their 
:;-.-::1 land at some later time? Were they indentured servants? If the 
::.a~ter, they would have been given some land after their period of 
~denture was over. Length of indenture and amount of land varied at 
~=ferent times. A whole new can of worms . 

~ ther red flag that flew is the issue of primogeniture. N C RESEARCH, 
::iefines it as 1) the state of being the first born. 2) A common-law 
s:·stem of inheritance under which all real property of an INTESTATE fell 
- the eldest son to the exclusion of younger sons; it was in effect in 
· rth Carolina until 1784 but was not uniformly observed . 

: r Virginia, see Fischer, below. 

~ David Hackett Fischer, ALBION'S SEED Four British Folkways in 
_:.::Jerica, Oxford University Press, 1989. page 380 in the section on 
-.-:.rginia folkways, "Another part of Virginia's wealth ways was its 
S"J Stem of inheritance. From an early date the laws of the colony 
:-.:1s i sted that primogeniture and entail must apply in all intestate 
estates. Whenever a Virginian died without a valid will, the eldest son 
~erited the homestead and all the lands, in fee tail rather than fee 
simple. This law had a genuine impact upon inheritance practices, for 
aany Virginians died intestate. [my italics] 

?::.anters who prepared their own testaments were permitted to do as they 
? eased. In the early and mid-seventeenth century, few of them observed 
~e rules of primogeniture. Most divided their lands and chattels 
a:nongst their several children. The greater abundance of land in the 
~ew World allowed parents more latitude in that respect. As late as 
: 24, Hugh Jones wrote that this practice was customary in Virginia, 
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' the tracts being divided every age among several children not unlike 
gavelkind in Kent' ... 

But these divisions were not equal and the eldest son tended to be 
specially favored ... " 

he reason the red flags went up is that they are (like the calendar 
change) not widely known as well as not being understood, and thus are 
not taken into consideration by researchers. As Fischer says, not 
everyone wrote wills, so we need to see the records that dealt with 
intestate estates. There may be Hills out there who are not included in 
any family history . Could Benjamin and Henry Hill come under this? 

Another problem is that in a workshop given by NCGS years ago, Virginia 
Livingston Pope (a recognized authority on Virginia) spoke about the 
perils of researching the records of that colony, and told us that even 
when a father made a will, the eldest son might not be mentioned because 
primogeniture would have given that son the estate in fee tail. The 
..,i ll would have been primarily devoted to seeing that the younger 
sons/children have something. This something could often be money/land 
brought into the marriage from the mother's side of the family. 
Confused? That makes two of us . I mention the above just in case it may 
be needed. 

Referring to ALBION'S SEED above, I learned more from that book than 
from many years of research. 
g roups of people in America: 

he ubiquitous Scots-Irish. 

It is a splendid social history of four 
Quakers, Puritans, Virginia Cavaliers, and 

Parishes . A misunderstood word in America . The parish was an 
ecclesiastical, not a political boundary . The Anglican Church, also 
known as the Church of England, was the state religion of England, and 
this state religion was carried over to America, especially Virginia, 
and to a lesser extent in North Carolina. 

3ach parish was to have a parish priest, a vestry, and glebe land. The 
l ebe land was to be worked by the parishioners for the support of the 

priest. You can imagine how well the independent-minded North 
arolinians obeyed that rule . In Virginia with its older, more 

~ethodical settlement patterns, the parish was laid out, the vestrymen 
e ected, churches built, and some ministers/priests sent to serve. If 
~he vestry minutes and/or parish registers have survived, they contain a 
Aealth of genealogical material, which can be found nowhere else. Many 

f these books have been abstracted and printed. 

~ settlement reached farther from the coast into the wilderness, so the 
~eed for parishes and churches to be founded for the cure of the souls 

f the inhabitants. For priest read minister or pastor, or think of 
ohn Wesley, who was an ordained Anglican priest. 

:n North Carolina, the optimistic officials organized the parishes; 
:::>obbs Parish being the one farthest west and which contained Surry 
~ounty. However, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel could 
=ot find enough priests who were willing to emigrate to the wilds of NC 

3 



a3d America, so most of the parishes were in name only. Competing with 
~ne Anglican Church in NC were so many dissenters of varying 
denominations who had no use for that kind of state church. Quakers, 
~ therans, German Reformed, Presbyterian, Baptists of all types, etc. 

: n North Carolina, NO PARISH REGISTERS SURVIVE FOR THE COLONIAL PERIOD. 

=~cidentally, in December I wrote to the two BRAY men mentioned in an 
earlier letter, but have had no return from either . Wonder what I did 
· .. -rong? 

: ow to the body of your dissertation on Ye HILLS of MEHERRIN . It is a 
:::.ear and reasonable assessment of the data known to date. Thank 
g oodness you used a clear numbering system that made following it so 
- J ch easier. Again, I believe you may be on the right track. Now we 
~eed some original records to prove or disprove it. 

TO DO LIST. Do you have access to any abstracts of the Virginia counties 
f interest? My few Virginia ancestors were so much later in time, plus 

!)e i ng in Frederick County in the Shenandoah Valley, so my personal 
:. i brary will not help us. You might try writing to the Virginia State 
~ibrary and Archives asking about the territory Brunswick received from 
:sl e of Wight and from Surry. I don't know how much help they will give 
a request or what their procedure is now, but it might be worth a try . 
~ motto is 'Go the source when possible'. If you do write to them, you 
- ~ ght ask about any extant Parish Registers or Vestry Minutes for the 
:: unties of interest. 

:- ime lines are so helpful, especially when dealing with the same name 
? roblem, and your Time Line is a good one. 

~~l l close with admiration for a difficult job very well done. 

,;;s ever, 
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07 April 98 

Cousin Jane, 

Yours of 31 March received, reminding (as though I needed reminding) that I am far behind with my 
correspondence. Around Christmas, I began having a problem with the light. Couldn't look out the 
window without squinting, and the computer screen would give me eyestrain and headaches in a 
matter of minutes. That was followed by a pulse in my vision; when my heart beats the printed page 
jumps. Following that, a swirling slosh of my ocular fluid when I move my eyes. Doc says probably 
a pressure problem, ocular pressure or blood pressure. We've done a bunch of tests, and will 
repeat some this week for comparison. Meantime, I stay indoors out of the light and wear dark 
glasses. Just like the other hippies and addicts and Hollywood personages. Cool, man. Just you 
wait til I grow my ponytail and put rings in my ears. 

Bad-mouth not my cousin Robert. He has lost but half of his mind. The half which disposed him to 
buy the pickup is functioning normally. I am a pickup kind of person. Mine is also a Dodge Ram, of 
1986 vintage. But, alas, the half which deluded him into moving wants fixing. I'd druther be 
whupped with a bramblebush than to move. But I do applaud having it all on one floor. My next 
move will be to a blimp hangar or very large warehouse, so that when my treasures pile up around 
me I can just pick up and move a hundred yards down the floor. Maybe a circus tent. 

Another Sarah Bray heard from, or at least a new identity for one of our old Sarahs. Do you have a 
time frame for the Sarah who married John Shelton? I am reluctant to deny that Hanon's daughter 
Sarah married John Shelton, maybe so. All I have going for Hanon's daughter Sarah as the wife of 
Richard Hill is that Sarah Bray married Richard in 1814 and Hanon witnessed William Hill's deed to 
Richard in 1820. I say we match wits with Thomas C. Bray in hope that one of us may prove the 
other wrong. I love being proved wrong, for it frees me from wrong notions and opens up the pursuit 
of right ones. 

Incidentally, what was the tradition for naming? First son named for father 's father, first daughter 
named for mother's mother? Something like that. l"ve heard that there was a tradition, but have not 
seen it in print. Might point us toward the original Sarah among the Brays. 

Be encouraged that your sons take even a mild interest in identifying the old ones. Son and daugh­
ter listen to my recitation of history with interest, even remember some of it, but their interest is more 
n the tale being told now than in the before or the after. They are attentive to William Hill's 
experiences in the Revolution, but I think they are not set on fire by the quest for William's descent. I 
take no offense, and accept that rambling the old family trails is not a trip for everyone. It suits me, 
but I would not inflict it upon the less curious. 

You ask where to apply your efforts. I'd say the Virginia Counties, yes, Granville County, not just yet. 
y sense is that we have William's place of birth, prior to 17 40, Southampton VA or its 
redecessor/successor counties, and the years of his later life by the Tararat in Surry, where he 

arrived in 1780. Missing are the 40 years between 1740 and 1780. During these 40 years, William 
a) married (Sarah), (b) fathered the two children who accompanied him to the Tararat, (c) served in · 

Revolution, (d) perhaps preached in and for the Baptist Church. 

illiam is lost in the tidewater, somewhere betwixt Northampton-Bertie NC and Isle of Wight­
outhampton-Brunswick VA. If your strength and patience dissipate as rapidly as mine, you are 
obably attracted, as am I, to the more likely place first. It infuriates me that after a few hours 

among the books it all begins to run off me like water on a duck. My attention span narroweth, my 



sharpness of wit dwindleth, and after my allotted span I make more errors than progress. 

William RE-enlisted in Surry 1780, so in Southampton or between there and the Tararat William 
could have been in another part of Surry before 1780. I think old Rowan might hold something for 
us. 

I have not seen anything to indicate sojourn in Granville, but William was lost at the same time that 
Green was in Bute - Granville. Balancing the little we know against the much we don't know, I 
sense that the more fertile ground for plowing up William's lost 40 years is Isle of Wight­
Southampton-Brunswick VA and Bertie-Northampton NC. And I would look up William Deloach 
Hill at the VA- NC line and ax him Where's William of Tararat? 

It nags my mind that the searchers who went ahead of us may have left in their wake a taking from 
one William and a giving to another. I am wary that when they found a William they made their 
notes accordingly, and when they found a later mention of a William they took him to be the one 
about whom they had previously written and wrongly assigned the vitae of one to another. Drat 
them pesky Hills, nohow. Shucks on every one of them. Unless they drive a pickup. Show me a 
feller driving a pickup and I 'II show you a feller who is just what he appears to be. Unless he's 
hauling a load from one house to another, then I'd say watch out. 

Good luck with your move. As for forty years of accumulation, I say of yours as daughter says of 
mine. Toss in a match, shut the door, don't look back. Once I was transferred to a new duty station 
and I was totally unable to comprehend my predecessor's filing system, so I asked. Says he, I 
stuffed everything in a box. If I didn't need to get into the box for six months, I pitched box and 
contents. Words to live by. I 'II probably have mine cremated with me, since it would take an acre of 
ground to bury it all. 

Spring ain't sprung, but hit's a-springing. Got some ground showing where the sun shines. We 
thaw a little in the daytime, freeze a little at night. No leaves yet, but the buds are swelling. The 
neighborhood squirrel was out today, running the electric wire between the poles. The local, non­
migrating, ducks are up and about, but still too early for the geese to return from down south. The 
Fish & Game people warn to watch for bears coming out of hibernation early. Maybe the bears will 
come and run the moose out of my yard. Ornery critters have et up my berry bushes again. 

Enjoy Spring! 

Wade 



Mrs. Jane Smith Hill 
P. 0 . Box Z, Salem Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0450 

29 July 1996 

Mr. Robert R. Hill 
631 South Echo Drive 
Brandon , FL 33511 

Dear Mr . Hill , 

~ --------

This is a belated thank you for your letter of 5 June 1996 . I am 
impres sed with your grasp of the HILL " problem", a nd I thank you for 
helping me make contact with Wade Baker of Anchorage , Alaska . He is 
closely related to my husband on at least 4 lines ; Baker, Cook , Hill , 
and Whitaker! He is also one of the few persons who had any knowledge 
of William "Chickie" Hill , my husband's great-grandfather. Last , but 
not least , he has more personal knowledge of the p l aces and people 
involved that we do ; my father-in- law left Surry County i n the 1890s for 
Wi nston-Salem, and to a certain extent lost ouch with collateral kin . 

Wade and I have been corresponding steadily and this has stimulated me 
to make another attempt at solving the HILL mystery ; I can only call ~t 
that because of he lack of surviving records , the prevalence of s ame­
name characters in the drama , the erroneous conclusions drawn by some 
researchers , and my lack of knowledge of any family history . 

So , after delving again into the accumulation of research notes on these 
HILLs and checking into wills and deeds, I have reached the tentative 
conclusion that William "Chickie" [thank God for that nickname!] IS the 
son of Richard Hill and Sarah Bray . I believe their children may have 
been : William, b . c . 818 ; Nancy , b . c . 1820 ; Jesse , b . c . 1827 ; Sally , b . 
c . 1830. There is a 7-year gap between the births of these last two 
children, yet a Sally is living with Richard and Sally in 1850 and a 
landless Jesse resides next door . 

These children fit the 1840 Surry County census but the 1830 is 
inconclusive. I will have to recheck the original. 

One item that has driven us astray is the two marriage bonds for Richard 
Hill to two different brides . I now believe we are dealing with TWO 
men, but who is the Richard who married Priscilla Peel/Peal/Pell? 

My husband ' s family has been of the Methodist persuasion as far back as 
anyone can remember and Dosha Whitaker Hill also came of strong 
Methodist stock . 

Another William Hill wrote his will in Surry County , NC in 1777. It was 
probated in Surry in 1787 . He resided in the area that became Stokes 
County in 1789 . He had a very large family of sons , but none named 
Richard . I cannot locate my copy of it, so won ' t quote , bit if I do 
locate it, will send you a photocopy if you want . 



There is a most interes ing deed in Surry County Deed Book N, page 435 
in which William Hill deeds to Richard Hill for love and affection some 
livestock. The inventory names on [one] sorrel mare, one head of 
cattle, one head of sheep four sows and pigs . To me the wording of the 
deed of gif is ambiguous regarding a tract of land mentioned. No 
description of it is included . The deed is dated nine February 1818 ; 
the same year in which I calculate Chickie was born. I begin to believe 
this may be the only will that can be located . Surry ' s original wills 
appear to be lost and gone . Only those copied into the Will Books in 
the Court House have survived and the microfilm made of them is very 
poor . 

I meant no slight to you when I did not send you a copy of my HILL MEMO , 
but am so glad Jerry Hill shared with you . As you probably realize, I 
had thrown the HILLS into the file drawer in hope that they would sort 
themselves and I could stop getting so frustrated . It didn' t happen. 

You have a masterful grasp of the HILL f roily as per your letter, and I 
believe your logic is leading you in the right direction . 

Wade had mentioned the Rev . War Pension application , which I had not 
seen, but gave me no details . Thank you . 

Although I am not as far back as your material indicates to be possible,· 
I am very happy to think hat I may have Chickie's parents, i.e. Richard 
Hill and S rah Bray. At this time I intend to follow Sarah Br y o see 
where she will lead me. There may be clues, leads , and possibly some 
gold there . 

Thank you again for your letter and good material; will share anything 
that looks likely . 

Mo.st sincerely, 

Jane Smith Hill 



27 April 1998 

Dear Cousin Wade, 

I deserve 40 lashes with a wet noodle for lack of using my brain. 

When my last NGS NEWSLETTER arrived, I checked the list of new book 
acquisitions and found a BRAY book by Virginia Bray Stevenson. As a 
member I have interlibrary loan privileges, which I used to get that 
book, plus they sent me another Bray book . 

BOTH WERE SEVERE DISAPPOINTMENTS ! Virginia Bray Stevenson, wrote THE 
FAMILY BRAY, but she confined herself mostly to her immediate family. 
However, she shows some NC Brays in Onslow and Jones counties, but none 
that appear to connect with ours. 

The second one is THE BRAY BUNCH and they too, wrote of only their own 
family and listed descendants instead of ancestors. The maternal side of 
that family is Canadian and Indian. Most interesting. 

However, ... I asked for other book listings on our Virginia counties of 
interest (which they sent, and which my library will probably have most 
of), but one family history book in this list is EAST GOES WEST : HISTORY 
OF THE CRAFT-HILL-HARRIS... families. I apologize for not remembering 
about NGS interlibrary loan and for not checking to see if they had a 
copy. I shall request it next. There are several books listed that 
contain HILL as one of the families therein . At $10 per order plus 
postage, I will have to be very selective in my ordering . Will let you 
know of any progress I make. 

Am going to Greensboro 
genealogical material. 
years and we worked so 

tomorrow to help my cousin dispose of Aunt Ruth's 
Ruth was my genealogical other half for so many 

well together and I miss her so . 

How are the eyes? I do hope they are improving . 

Watch out for bears, moose and other ornery critters. 
spring, thank you. Our azaleas have outdone themselves 
people drive by and stop to look . Isn't that nice? 

Am enjoying 
this year; 
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Dear Cousin Wade, 

I will start this with a discourse of what I do know about DNA. 

When I sent in my research along with my son' s cheek swabs, I gave them only what we 
had proven. That is from my husband Robert back to old William Hill (1740-1840), and 
there I stopped. 

In turn, Bob' s DNA matched as RELATED to Green Berry Hill (c. 1775 VA -1856/58 
AL). It is my belief that Green Berry Hill is closely related to our old William Hill, no 
proof but just a gut feeling. 

This Green B. Hill married Lott Ivey' s daughter Martha and moved from Surry County, 
)JC south through SC, GA, to AL. The family group left before the 1790 Census, so we 
have nothing to compare them to. All of this Green B Hill ' s descendants have been 
located from him to the present, and I have a copy of the book sent me by Byron Hill of 
TN. All those descendants indicate that they are descended from Green B. Hill and the 
DNA proves it. 

Yfy son Bob is matched as RELATED which indicates a 50% probability that you share a 
ommon ancestor within 17.5 generations. That sounds like a lot of generations, but the 

other participants in this DNA exercise are very much more remote than Bob. 

The DNA test used 25 places from the big DNA strand as markers, but I don't know 
·hich ones they use. My son's 391 marker was a 10 instead of an eleven, but that was the 

ONLY difference. Five others (all males) in this same study had one different marker, 
' ut were still Related or Descended. Interesting. 

· es, now for the most interesting part. La Verne Bunting Hayes is directly descended 
:Tom ROBERT HILL AND TABITHA GREENE, THROUGH THEIR SON SION & 

.-\RAH ( ) HILL, THROUGH GREEN HILL, THROUGH SION HILL, THROUGH 
RILEY HILL THROUGH JASON C. HILL, THROUGH JAMES MILTON HILL, 
THROUGH HAZEL EDITH HILL, who was LaVerne' s mother. 

- e has proof of her descent, and used her HILL nephew for his DNA, thus making us 
and her related. She can prove back to Robert Hill, son of Robert and Mary (Webb) Hill, 
:m the DNA of her nephew seems to prove it. At this time that is the best I can do for 
: u onDNA. 

: missed photo copying one section of the report and it is included herein. Am also 
-ending you a chart of the HILLS in the report that I made. Using 25 as the male legal 
• _e it might have been 21 but I decided to use 25) I subtracted 25 from the date of each 
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en at least 25 years of age to engage in the transactions in the report. This gave me 
either some long lived HILLS or there were 2 or more men in these records. This may or 
rna not help but should give us an approximate starting point and separate the more than 

ne names in these records. Please bear in mind that the man had to have been age 25 or 
:nore at each of the transactions in these reports. 

The researcher agrees with me that is it best to research the whole tribe and is to continue 
• e previous work. She will get the will ofRobert Hill who came in 1642 and see what it 
:ells us. I expect her report in late December or in January. 

_ · O\ to the report: 

m the ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGININA DEEDS 1647-1719, COURT 
ORDERS 1693- 1695 and GUARDIAN ACCOUNTS 1740- 1767 by William Lindsay 
Hopkins. These are abstracted from the original records and the researcher used them 

ause the original records are not indexed. 

This group of records shows several HILLs among whom were Major Nicholas Hill, 
so as Lt. Col. Nicholas Hill), his widow, Mrs. Silvestra Hill, Thomas Hill, Ralph Hill, 
seph Hill, Bethiall Hill, Robert Hill, Sion Hill, Nicholas Hill. 

omas Hill has 8 entries in all these records 1638-1734. Using age 25 as the age of 
::tajority (it was probably 21), I subtracted 25 from the earliest date in the records for a 

ssible birth date of 1613. So he is an older man. The latest deed with Thomas Hill is -
: - 34. Therefore I believe there were 2 or even 3 men named Thomas Hill . 

_ ajor Nicholas Hill may have been born about 1630 or so. He seems to have died circa 
: 9- . 

_ irs. Silvestra Hill, widow ofNicholas Hill. 

_ nhew Hill born circa 1631. 

: seph Hill born circa 161 0. 

·illiam Hill born circa 1646. He shows in records 1678, 1671 , 1672, 1673, 1674. WHO 
HE . 

• · hard Hill, whom I believe may have been 2 men. One was born circa 1630 but the 
e show up in the years 1655, 1660, 1671 , 1674, 1675, 1676 & 1677. 

· n Hill born circa 1652. The name also show in 1675, 1677, 1679, 1683, 1696, 1700, 
: -o_. 1739. 

rt Hill born circa 1630. The name is also in the records 1655, 1694, 1704, 1735, 
. There may be two men here. 
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Edward Hill born circa 1630. Shows in 1655 and 1660. 

Nicholas Hill born circa 1685. 

Richard Hill (a merchant) shows in 1749. 

Joseph Hill born circa 1710. Shows 1735, 1741/42, 1746. 

John Hill born circa 1699. 

The immigrant ancestors, Robert and Mary (Webb) Hill came to Virginia in 1642. No 
children are listed in the item, so they may not yet have started a family. Any children 
should have been listed as being part of the cargo that gave Francis England his acres. 

So, we will assume that Robert and Mary started their family after landing at Isle of 
Wight in Virginia. We do not know how long they served (if at all), but at some point 
Robert would have received some land from Virginia. We do not know where this land 
might have been located. It might have been in Isle of Wight County, it might have been 
in another county and so we are searching all those early counties for Hills and 
particularly for the immigrant Robert Hill. 

Again, I am using age 25 as the basis for my calculations, so if Robert wed at age 25 he 
would have been born circa 1617 and possibly wed Mary Webb circa 1640. 

A Robert Hill died in Accomack County, VA about 1678 and we are getting his will. 
Accomack County is on the DelMarVa Peninsula, just a short boat ride from the 
mainland, so it is quite possible this might be our Robert. We will just have to wait for 
the next report. 

Going back to your letter of 5 November 04 all I know is that the DNA tests DO NOT 
SHOW JERRY HILL AS A DESCENDANT OF ROBERT AND MARY (WEBB) 
HILL. As of now, Jerry Hill's ancestors are not known. 

The WILLIAM OF TOWN FORK IS ALSO NOT OF THE ROBERT AND MARY 
(WEBB) HILL LINE, ACCORDING TO THE DNA tests. 

Wade, I have been looking at county lines for 35+ years without "seeing" how they may 
have been in the long, long ago. Your map ofNov. 5th is very enlightening and has 
opened up many new ideas for me. It also reminds me that some of the NC residents 
were actually in VA all along, but did not know it until the 1727/28 survey was 
completed. What we do have to remember is that the population was much smaller than 
we can imagine and houses were few and far between. I don't know just how that little 
item will help us, but there it is. 

" - - -~~ - -- . . - - ~ - ..... ----- ·--
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I sent you the only copy ofF AIR's material, so I do not have that as a reference, but will 
hold judgment on what you have discovered until we learn more. 

Your theories for my amusement are VERY interesting and should be kept at hand to see 
how they will fit into the overall pattern of the Hills. Especially the last theory in whole 
about how our William could have had records in all those other locations without ever 
setting his foot outside his own yard. 

About the book of Surry Churches. I have enjoyed it but find it very disappointing that 
the church records are so very late in time. I suppose that with the Baptists being 
autonomous , there was no central authority to regulate the births and deaths and other 
vital records. There is not Holyfield Meeting House in the book. There is an Ararat­
Cedar Hill Primitive Baptist Church just where you said it would be, but its earliest date 
in 1822. The only Bryant' s is listed as Bryan' s in use before 1800. It seems to me that 
there are no early church records, although I found the book very interesting and the 
photographs excellent. 

Back to William "Chickie" and his father, Richard' s deed. My father-in-law and all his 
children had a dislike of making wills! I believe it must have been handed down in their 
genetic code! Remember that old William deeded land to son Richard; then Richard 
deeded land to son William. "Chickie". That same dislike came on down through the 
generations to my husband. I checked with the NC State Archives who informed me 
that Surry County had no separate Probate Court. Therefore, it will be necessary to check 
every one of the HILL deeds, and that necessitates either another trip to Dobson, or to 
send a list of needed deeds to the Register and ask for copies. The latter is a very poor 
option because the photocopying machines don't do a good job on the old deed books. 
Maybe I can get back to Dobson soon. 

But that one deed did give us an approximate death date for "Chickie", and that is worth 
so much in this Surry County desert oflack of information. The deed oftrust may have 
been recorded in the Surry County Court Records. There is another avenue to pursue. 
Don't yet know if Surry has a Commissioners Deed Book or a Sheriffs Sale Book. I 
will check Grantee index for Joel Denny and Cary Bird Denny circa 1868-1870. 

How does a good old North Carolina boy comport himself in all that snow? I love our 
snows; here today and gone soon, but not to see the ground for months? 

I am crepit, and gruntled, and had my five minutes of importance. Isn' t it wonderful? 

Will answer your letter of 19 Nov. soon. 

Again, thank you for all your excellent help and education on these Hills. We will 
understand them all by and by. Just wait and see it we don't. 

Jane 

4 



.M~ 
·#i4i 

(~14' 

iJ1, ,' 
f /) 



z6o. · 



I I . 
~t ( 

p. 
,.~ 

I . 
~~ ~ ~ ' , . 

· '· 
v~:.,/ 

~/ :;~ 
I , . 
I 

;.,, , } 

/,, / 



-mith2Ltr13Jun1857.jpg (image) 

\ 

' ... . · 
.... ~-.~~<=~~~~~~r· :~ ~~~~·i~'r;~t~;:~ \ ~<~.::~,, ... ·.1·:: ~ ·· ·.:: .. ·· ~ : ;. 

·'· ' 

~ ,. .. . 
~·; 

.. · i*· _.,r , 
~:I • ··- . \ · 

·, ~ ·,•.._":' 

.; . ' <\ 

.-

. ~ 

",. '"· 

'· \' 

.... ~ 

. . ' .. •:.. ,~ . 

. . . 
l •• . \ .· .. -. ' ,; \ ,: · . . 

Page 1 of 1 

=:p· p3 .blogger.com/_ozYTHWHf~jO/R3lv5SOjPLI/AAAAAAAAAGolbpJsdvNxgml/s... 2/11/2008 



AshbournLtr13Sep1857.jpg (image) Page 1 of 1 

. . ' 
--~--··- ·----···---··-·---~ ----"-­. · ~ ... 

:/ p2.blogger.corn!_ozYTHWHfejO/R311CCOjPOIIAAAAAAAAAHA/vGiGEHKNH ... 2111/2008 



HSmithlLtr19Sep1857.jpg (image) 

.. 

I 

I l , 
'I 

/ : ·/ 
.. / I I I , . 

'I I 
• I . / ' I ' / / I ( 

Page 1 of 1 

~- ~-~ -~----

FYk4/ 2/11 /2008 m/ YTHWHfejO/R312by0jPPI/AAAAAAAAAHI/AsEc_Eg - s ... · rrp ·//bp1 blogger.co oz · -



HSmith2Ltr19Sep1857.jpg (image) Page 1 of 1 

l 
t 
I 

; . . .L- . 

.:.up://bp3.blogger.com/ _ ozYTHWHfej0/R313CSOjPQII AAAAAAAAAHQ/2R71psNXoBc... 2111/2008 
----~---



HSmith3Ltrl9Sepl857.jpg(image) ~~~{1/u--~ /Z<'f~ 

. . ' I i•l ,_1 

/,< .. :fi"'? .~r~~;/~,/.,,7 ~~~·,~ ~~ .. 
./~J I* ~~#L~ <-~''"74, ~;H_ ~~-LJ~-~~;-,.,.r; · ~ 

~ . 

' /I/ h '- _,/~--/I _, ;.._ ,'I <??·~:"4 /~~-: • . ', ;~J;~ "'.~? 
~/~-~''7: (',. ~,_.,,yl{';.__,, f!' ,-~:. L 4 . <f!L4 --?/L<'< r.. · 

...... " - · • • "' / • ,/,f 

::rrp://bp l.blogger.com/ _ ozYTHWHfejO/R313Zy0jPRI/ AAAAAAAAAHY /xzbAiBwRJcw... 2/11/2008 
._. - . """"" -- - - ~-

. - . - -· . . . -- ' .__ __ 



HILL, tirneline. Deeds, records, etc. 

1740 or Berore, Our WilliAM born on Meherrin River, Southampton Co v.e.. 
Ours, known and :;uspected, in boid print 

·175·1 W'illiam, Quaker & Iron- Hughes' Map (Rovvan)(S uny inc:l Stokes .. Yad, Forsyth) 
1763 On Rockhouse Creek- Hugt1es·· Map (Stokes, then Rowan) 
("1 776) WilliAM served from begin of Rev War, Wagon man, fighting Tories 
1 776 WilliAM married, RICHARD's mother possibly Sarah (Sally) 
1776 &. Rev 'Nar Wm .JrofTown Fork said Baptist Chaplain Lt in Rev 
·1779 William, grant by Moravian Lands (Stokes) 
1779 Robert, grant Pantt1er Creek (Sto~:es) 
·1779 (prob Ma~/11) Ricr1ar(l Hill enters ·1 DO acres on ¥taters ofTarrarattadj Ben­

jamin Cadle .. Arthur Micks (Meeks?), including where Richard nov·t lives. 
Richard already living here May 1779 

1 779 May ·1·1 .. Richard Hill enters 200 acres on the Tarraratt River including his 
improvements. Also on rv1ay ·1·1 .. Robert Han-is enters 50 acres joining 
Thomas Balrs t-~ & S lines (later joining neighbor) 

1780 WilliAM in Suny 'Nith t\1YO children, enlisted Rev ... Rovvan District 
·1780 \h/illiam .)., Isaac Haines Forge, Ararat (Hughes) No Record FourKl 
1783 \•Villiam, grant Muddy Cr, Moravian Lands (Stokes) 
·1784 Vv'illiam, grant .A.sh Camp Cr (Stokes) 
1784 WilliAM ·1 SO acres, Richard ·1 Poll- tax ·1st mention Richard Sr? /V 0 
178S WilliAM ·1 SO acres, Richard 1 Poll- t::u< Richard Sr? 
·1 786 WilliAM 1 50 acres, Richard 1 poll - tax Richard Sr? 
1786 '¥/illiam purchase on Fisher's River Hughes' Map 
1786 \Aiilliam Hill of York County S C purchased Allen Iron \tVorks, Suny & Wilkes 
1788 .Joseph from Blalock Miller's Creek (Yadkin) 
unk Richard (Sr ?) marry ("1)Eiizabeth Gordon (Surry Heritage Book) 
1789 William of Surry from .J Brjson \,A/itness Thomas Hill Fisher's Riv (at forks) 
·1789 ( WilliAM 1 SO acres, 1 poll ((Ho deed found prior to 1799)) 
1789 ( Richard 1 SO acres, 1 poll ((No record found, to Richard before 1 789)) 
1 789 ( 'vVilliam ·1 poll 2 W'illiarns .. father c.~ son ? 
·1790 -1795 Richard and William in Court Minutes 
·179·1 Hilrs Bloomery Forge on Torn's Creek - Hughes Map 
179·1 Richard, grant. Whereon he lives. (sold 1794-Smith) Waters of Tararat 
·1 792 Ricr1arcJ, deecJ from Burks Rocky Creek, branch or Ste¥tart's Creek 
·1792 Sept. Wm Jr of Town Fork said died, Stokes Heritage. (Poss Fisr1er's Riv ?) 
1792 Thornas of V•lilkes Co GA to James of S urr.J. son of 'William. Dec'd Fisher's Riv 

J • 

·1792 Thomas of \tVilkes Co GA to John of Suny, son of vVilliam. Dec'd Fisher's Riv 
(John sold ·1795 to Colby Creed) 

1792 Thomas of Wilkes Co G.A. to Jacob of Surry, place where \1./illia.rn d Little Fisher 
·1792 Thomas of Wilkes Co GA to Benjamin Cadle Bull Run 
1792 .Jacob purchased on Fisher's River- Hughes Map 
1792 John purcased on Fisher's River- Hughes Map 
1794 Richard to Daniel Smith .. granted to Ricr1ard 179·1 Join Benj Cadle Ararat Riv 
·1795 .Jotln (Son of Wm dec' d) to Colby Creed (from Thomas of GA 1792) Little Fish 



1 799 WilliAM?, dt'ed frorn Ct·,a.rles Denn~i' Ararat- Pilot Creek 
1799 WilliAM?, qranted ·1 00 acres .A.dJoin Wall, on Ararat River 
1 799 Cornelius from Wtn Arnold Wit Alwin Hill S Deep Cr, N Hunting Cr 
·1799 Dan to E. Merrit Wachovia-Town Fot1< (Stokes) 
1 800 John of Rovvan fr .A. . Speer (Yadkin) Haun Cr- Harris Cr (?) 
1800 Richard, grant Rocky c;r (branch of Ste\Nart·s Cr 
·t801 Hill &. Haines ore banks Elkin, court- jury determine 
·t801 Ricr1ard .Jr lay off road, court ·tstmention Richard . .Jr? 
1802 Richard Jr and Sr, court 
·t802 Hill&. Haines Court- Issue warrants (title) Elkin (William) 
1802 John, deed from Smith Haun's Creek (near Turner's Creek:) 
·t802 ,John, from Donnelly Turner's and Elrod (Yadk:in) 
·t802 Joseph, deed from Rutledge Haun's and Elrod Creeks (sold 1805) 
1802 Erasmus, from Donnely join .John Elrod's Creek 
1803 Richard, security for Execr in Thomas Gordon estate, court 
1803 WILLIAM? deed to Wooten (This granted to William 1799) 
·1 804 Richard .. court- road 
1804 Vv'illiarn, son of John, from ,John Haun's Creek 
·taos Thomas, granted Hunting Creek (Yadkin) 
·t805 Leonard, from Hunt Haun's & Elrod Creeks 
·tsos Leonard from Clampett Turner's Creek 
1806 Vv'illiam &. wife Demaris (C·~Ivard) to Eaton Haun's Creek 
1806 Richard, deeds from Watkins Up Flat Shoal Creek east of Ara.rat 
1806 Richard Jr from Watkins ·t 00 acres Mouth of Flats hoal Creek (at Ararat) 
'1806 .John to P. Eaton Haun's Cr (Near Turner's) 
1806 Joseph to Peter Mock (purch ·t 802) Haun's &. Elrod John. witness 
1807 Susanna, from Sweatt The Georgia Road (Yadkin) 
1807 Leonard to Crafford Turner's & Elrod Joseph. Vv'itness 
·t 8 0 7 Erasrn us to \A/m How-ard Elrod Creek 
1 8 0 7 John to \flhl Howard Elrod Creek 
·t807 WILLIAM?, qranted SO acres Thomas Hill's corner 
·t 808 Thomas .. from Puckett Stoney' Cr &. Little Rutledge Cr (Aramt) 
1 808 Thomas of Surry to Davis Roc~~y Cr (Ararat) 
1808 Thomas of Suny to S no\·V Moore's Fork (Probably Mitchell Riv) 
·t s·1 0 William & Jno Haines, 2 IRON grants- ~y'1itc:hell's River&. t~orth of Yadkin River 
·t s·1 0 Richard .. grant from state 

-----) 1810 WILLIAM':> 1m 1f 45+ ·tm ·t6-26 H 0-·10 
'vVilliam ·1m H ·16-26 Srn 0-10 2f 0-·10 

b 1740 
b 1774-1784 
b before 1765 Richard Sr 1m 1f4S+ H 0-10 

Richard hn 1f 26-45 1m 0-·10 
·181 0 .Joseph to .Jones 
1 8·1 0 Susannah to Athan 
·1s·t 3 Thomas to Puckett 
·ts·t4 Richard .. deed from Henry Denny 

H 1 o-·15 2f o-1 o t~ 176S- 1774 
Miller's For1< (Yadkin) ? 
Turner's Creek and Georgia Road 
Rutledge and Stoney Cr 

1814 RICHARD married SARAH (SAllY) BRAY 
·1814 Clement from S irnon Hadley North Deep Creek (Yadkin) 



815 WILLIAM? 200 acres, no poll (a) W'm exempt from poll- .A.ge ? 
Richard 250 acres on Ararat, no poll) (b) Richard no poll- exempt_ . .A.ge ? 
Richard 1 poll same) -- (c) Richard 1 poll (Junior?) 
Richard 1 poll (d) Richard 1 poll= l Richards 

1815 Mary to Chappel N Fort( Hunting Cr (Yadkin) 
817 WILLIAM? O.Jor JliCHARD join William Ashburn 

18"17 \.Y'illiam 'Thickie" born circa 
81 8 WILLIAM to S·::;n Ill CHARD_. deed all lands & chattels WM then age 78+ 

18"18 Leonard from Eaton Turner's Creek, Haun's Cr 
18·18 Leonard toT Chapman Haun's Creek 

818 Mary from Allen Hunting Cr, Brushy Mtns 
8"1 9 JESSE born Suspect son of Richard Hill & Sarah Bray 
819 Leonard to John Hill & wife Elizabeth 
81 9 Richard to Douglas_. join Mendenhall W side Ararat Riv 

1820 WILLIAM? to RICHARD, Charles Denny grant which Wm, which Richard 
* No later Deed identifiable with WILLIAM father of RICHARD 
820 Richard (Sr ?) married (2) Priscilla Peele 

1820 Census WILLIAM 1m 1f45+ 2m 1f 16-26 
\JVilliam Jr 
Rict1ard Sr 
Richard ·1m 1f ·t 6-25 

.John & Wife 45+ John of Rovvan & family 
Leonard & Wife 45+ 
Edward 26-4 5 
John Jr ·16-26 
Sarah 45+ 

1822 JliCHARD from Thos. w·ord NE bank of Ararat River, possibly join. 
1824 Robert from Draughn (2) Charles Hill_, wit. 
1825 Erasmus, Joseph. William, Benjamin, Clemmon (Clement?), Ruth Long, 

Sarah Chapman. Paid for by Elizabeth, wife of John. Purch from ~~ Chafin 
on Han's Cr (Haun's?) (Yadkin) 

1826 Robert to Marshall Tom's Creek 
1830 Leonard from Athon Tom's Creek(?) 
1830 Richard from Portis E bank of Araratat\~'m Denny's 
1831 Richard to Davis Vvside Flat Shoal Cr 
1831 Richard to Davis W side FlatS hoal Cr 
1833 Richard to ,Jesse Peel 50 acres, join .Jesse Bump, Burcham (Tom's Cr near Riv) 
1833 Richard Sr to sons Richard Jr and Noah half-bros (Except Peele) 
1835 Richard 200a Tom's Creek join Haines (Richard Sr ? 

Richard 290a Ararat_. join J L Fulk (Richard Jr? 
1837 Richard from Davis, deed 
1837 Zephaniah to David Hill, dov...-er of Leonard's ·vvidow Sarah still living Turner's Cr 
1838 David from Sarat1, \·Viclow of Leonard Turners Creek 
1838 .Jesse of Surry to D. Hodges, Trust 



1840 Richard (Sr ?) 50-70 
Richard (.Jr) S0-60 

1f 40-SO 
·1 m 20-30 
·1m ·10-·1 S 
H ·10-15 
"1f 90-100 

\•Villiam 45+ 
H 45+ 
1m "113-26 
·tm 16-26 
1f •16-26 

1770-·1780 alone (Priscilla \·vas still living) 
1780-·1790 
1790-1800 Sarah Bray 
1810-1820 ?William (m Ella Dostiia 1842) 
1825-1830 Jesse b ·1829 
1825-1830 
1740-·1750 (? WILU.A.M'S widow(Sa!!y?) 
before ·1795 (Possibly William .. Jr) 
before 1795 
1814-·1824 
1814-·1824 
1814-1824 

1840 WilliAM died August .. age 1 00+- see Hie hard's application for Rev Pension 
Born on Meherrin River, Southarnpton Co VA 

1841 William of Stokes, from James Cook- Mill & SO acres, Tom's Cr., witnesses 
John THill. Letitia Green Hill 

184 ·1 Erasmus to Davis DOT 
1842 William «Chickie-" -rn- Ella Doshia V'11hita.ker 
'1842 Charles to Null Tom's Creek 
1843 Robert to Charles Tom's Creek 
1843 t,~oah & Priscilla (Mother) to Pell or Peel 
1844 Elizabeth, Dovver Widow of Robert join Charles County Line 

+ in following is William of Wythe Co VA ancf family', Iron Wor1<s on Torn's Cree!( 

1844 +William of'Wythe Co V~. from Howard, Haines Forge on Tom's Creek 
1844 +William of Wythe Co to Wilson, DOT, Forge, Land, Iron Tom's Creek Paul C Hill 
1846 +William to E. Banner .. DOT. Negros. William ovres Salem Mfg Co, Firm of 

Paul C and William Hill owes Salem Mfq Co, Firm of John W Truslow & 
Co at~Vytheville, 'William Hill Partner. owes Salem Mfq Co. 

1846 +William to Jacob L Fulk, DOT. 7000 acres (Forge lands), wagons, teams. 
Vv'illiam and Lockett Kent Kent Fisher o·we $2000 Bank of Cape Fear. 

1846 Joel toW Bitting Tom's Creek 
1 84 7 Richard, will- Widow Elizabeth, dau Sarah Brassfield. Nancv Harrison 

Think this a different Richard. Sr's wife Priscilla living alter 
184 7 Rachael from David Hill Fist1er's River 
184 7 Noah & mother Priscilla deed to Flippin- suggests Richard Sr deceased 
1847 +William of Suny to Lehrnan, DOT, Iron vvor1<s. Mentions Sophrous Hill ad mrof 

Lat Hill. Jesse Hill. Benard Hill, Tyre Hill. Mentions debt in V•/ythe Co VA. 
Witness Costelo Hill. Possibl}' \~iilliam of Wythe Co VA in 1844 purchase 
of Forqe & lands on Tom's Cree~~-

1848 RICHARD to Y.iilliarn. (Chickie?)deed ·1st branch, old barn &, orchard .. Ararat 
1848 Charles to J Hamlin 30 acres Tom's creek 
·1848 +\•Villiarn from Owen Trust 
1849 William from Lucinda \laughn. H~my Gr~~n ~stat~ .. ivi~cki~nl)urg Co VP. 
1849 +vVilliam from H P Gordon Trust 



49 +Olive from T. Price, proved bjl W. Hill Negro Girl 
84 9 +William of Surry to .Jol) V•/orth, DOT 'vVi ll iarn ovves 5 individuals plus Court 

Costs in suit & Sheriff Hampton. 3500 acres - Upper Forge on Tom's 
Cr (Null's For9e) V·irn purchasHi from Chas f\.1cAnnally_. crops, vvagons_. 
store goods. Due 0·1 Feb ·1850. 

""~4 9 ElazarusJ DOT to Prather. Corn crop on Prather's land. 
"'~50 Census RICHARD&. SALLY. both age 57- censusRichd Sr not in census 

JESsE 23 1st mention Jesse ? 
850 Census + 'Nilliam age 48 b VA Farmer $11_.786 (Wife Mary deceased) 

Martha P 2·1 Cintha ·1 3 
Olive 19 Ruth A 10 (all b VA) 
Robella ·18 \IVilliam c 07 
Maner...-a ·15 .John T F 04 

8SO?William from .J t--1 Hill, witness .Joseph Hill (Trust) Bank of Forge Pond 
850 +Williarn (&dau) f\.1artha P. Hill DOT to OV\.-ensJ Martha o\1\"es J. Hinshaw $400. 

William is surety} 4 Negros. 
ss·1 Robert to Charles_. witness Sall}l Tom's Cr 

185·1 +William to Banner, DOT. Tract on Flat Shoal Creek c.~ Chestnut RiojgesJ grant 
to Andrew Kincannon & Martin Armstronq. 1256 a·:::resJ less 555. 

853 +''tVill iam to Starbuck, DOT Vvrn owes Bank of Cape Fear $1950, Banner- Belo 
securities. Ovves Firm of Reich & Co of Forsyth for renewing Bank Loan 
$1950. 3000 acres plus Negros. William's vv·ife Mary deceased, their 
children and Mary's heirs- Martha P .. Olive C., Arabella, Minerva. 
Cynthia. Ruthey Ann. Vo/ill iam C .. John T. F.(?) (see Census 1850- 60) 

853 Vv'i lliamJ Chickie? to Joel Denn>~~ deed (rec·'d 1848 from RICHARD) 
853 Charles from .J Hamlin Tom's Cr 

1854 +Olive C. fr \ltlrn Ovven on Chinqu;;.;._pin, Tom1s, Wolff on Hill's Forqe Pond 
8 54 c harles w to son James rv1 Tom's Cr 

1855 RICHARD declaration in court -_father WILLIAM in Revolution 
1856 John from Charles W .. wit.J N (J H ?) Torn's Cr 
1856 +'William &.I G Lash to Aral)ella (Him Davis. 250 acre Torn's Cr (\Nrn's da.u) 
1857 +William DOT to .J Belo, debt toE Belo $3000 plus Belo security for William's 

debt to Bank of Cape Fear $2000 . . A.II ofWrn's personal property·, 
stock} tools, machinery of Hill's Forge not attached. 

1857 +William to Hollinsvvorth, 200 acres. Kincannon Forge & Land. Banner, Lash, 
and Starbuck, securities in 1Nilliam's debts, relinquish to Holllinsvv\:>rth. 

1857 +\ht1illiarn to Boyles, ·1·1 acres} Tom's Creek, purch from heirs of Charles 
McAnnally. Lash, Bartner, Starbuck - securities- re linquish. 

1859 +William Hill and Nancy Ann Vvhittington- Marriage Contract with A Boyles. 
William intends marry Nancy, secures her from his debts. OK to put 
t--tancy's properties in trust to Boyles. Household, t~egros . t--tancy is 
vvoman of properties, possibly a \·Vidow. 

1859 +'William to '~/tl. Boyles, 2 tracts 320 acres. Torn}s Cree~: 



1860 Census Richard Senior and .Junior not in census 

RICHARD 70 farmer 7000 11 SO 
SARAH 5·1 

---;> 

JESSE 
NANCY 
Emily 
Sarah 
Louisiana 
Martha 
ELLAN 

860 Census 

No. 760 

3 3 farm laborer (no Ia nd ovvned) Born ·1 8 2 9 - Gravestone 
32 
1"1 
07 
06 
04 
02- tt-1is DOS HIA ELLEN 

+William 59 b VA Farmer, 8851320 (b 1801 VA) No. 759 
+~~ancy 35 b NC (2d wife Nancy Ann Whittington) 

+Olive 30 b ~~c .. Carries on Farm 3050/450 
+MinerYa 27 
+Cinthia 25 \A,.'illiam c ·13 
+Ruth 20 ,Jno ·13 (all b NC) 

+Olive is head of her house, w·ith sisters and brothers chldren of William and 
first wife Mary (deceased). Most properties under her control. 

1 8 60 +Sheriff Haymore to E Be lo, property· of ·vvilliam Hill. 3 3 7 acres. Vv'rit of Court, 
owing to A ,J Gregory $4"18.65. ,Join Nathan Haines, Forge Pond. Tom's 

1861 R. D. to Joel Hollow· Road, Tom's Cr 
·1862 JESSE 1 poll (no acres) 

William 90 acres &{ Oosrlia? 
RICHARD 1 50 acres 

1862 Charles \A/from~ .. Boyles on Rockford Road leading to- Hill 
1862 John H. to ,Joel Torn's Creek 
1863 C D Hill fr W Wilson Join Robert Hill Chinquapin Cr 
1867 Sanford from J Gray Join Charles Hill Chinquapin Cr- Danbury Rd 
·1 867 James S & wife Mary sold lot in Mt Airy 
1870 +Nancy A (wife of William) to Ring. 78 acres .. Join Charles Rockford Road 
·1371 +Olive C. (dau of William & Mary). She in Utah Co. Utah Power of Atty 
1871 +Olive C. by Atty Stephens to Stephens 148.55 acres Hollo\ ... , Road, Tom's Cr. 
1871 +Nancy A. from E. Belo, Williarn Hill lands in Trust to Be to 
1872 +Willian1 & wife Nancy Ann to ·wrn and Mary's dau Cynthia M (Hill) Whitt Torn's 
unk +NatK~' .A. . from A. Boyles, trustee, \"lilliarn Hill lands in trust to Be to Torn's Cr 

1873 +t-1ancy A and William. husband & wife. disagree with Job Worth in 20 acres. 
Three comrnrs award part to ¥/orth, he to pa~J Hills. 

1879 Sanford from D. fv1arion, Trust 
-1 882 JESSE from C B Dennv. deed {Pilot Crat~.rarat River) tPartof Richard's'' 

J • .. } .. 1 

·1887 Joel .J. from N. Stoltz Ro.:::kford Rd, Bull Run 
1888 Wesley & wife Caroline to .Joel .J (son of Jesse) On Ararat River 



1913 LeEj .~ Lu to JESSFs heirs JESSE- NANCY CernEjtet)' 
191 9 ,Joel ,J to Charlie Dezern (son in law) 

+above. This is W'illiam and family, Wythe Co VA and Iron ·vvorks on Tom's Creek 

unk V•/illiam Denny (1777-·1843) m Sallv Hill, sis of RICHARD dau of wm. SALLY 
lv Surry 1806 to Gallia Co OH = 'vVM & SALLY parents of RICHARD 

unk Harrell Denny m Nancy Hill 
unk Henry Denny m Elizabeth Hill half-sis of Noah= dau Rich Sr ot Eliz Gordon ? 
unk William (\IY'all?) Baptist Minister, lived 11 5 \Nife Sally lived ·11 0, parents of 

Sally Hill whom ·wm Denny, to Gallia Co Ohio 1806. Suspect misprint­
think tt1is meant to be William and Sally Hill, parents of Sally Hill 
Denny. 

HILL Tirneline etKis. Follows, miscellaneous biography, Surry Hill land deeds. 

? WILLIAM & SALLY 
----------~==~~~==~-------------------------

1 I 
RICHARD & SARAH 8 g ,1V Sally -m- William Denny 

I I 1 I 

o") 

! I 
'i Y.lilliam .Jr 
? 

,ES S ~ & NANCY Vvrn Chickie Sally 

DOS HIA EllEN -m- James Madison Ashburn 
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VIRGINIA COLONIAL GRANTS 

CROWN GRANT CHRONOLOGY: 

1606 - 1616: London Company controlled land - Individual grants were promised but not actually 
made. 

1616: London Company paid dividends of land at SO acres/share. "Ancient planters" who 
arrived before 1616 received one share for their "personal adventure". A few 
individuals also received land as compensation for services to the Company. 

1617: Joint-stock grants authorized to private associations at 100a per share (many of these 
associations were called "Hundreds") - 44 of these grants were made through 162S to 
associations or individuals, perhaps half actually settled. The associations had 
authority to make their own internal grants. 

1618: "The Greate Charter" proposed and adopted in 1618.W Several types of grants 
authorized, though only 184 were actually issued prior to dissolution of the company: 
• Shareholders: 100a/share plus a second 100a when first 100a was planted. 
• 100a to "Ancient Planters" (free of quitrent if transported at their own expense) 

and another 100a when first was planted. Half-shares to arrivals after 1616 (if 
transported at own expense). 

• Arrivals after 1618 promised SOa if transported at their own expense. 

1624: London Company dissolved. Royal Governors were instructed to follow the rules of 
the "late company". Former stockholders could still claim 100a per share. Some 
grants were made rewarding service to the company, and later the colony. SO acres 
was still awarded for "every person transported thither". 

162S-1699: Essentially all Crown grants were headright patents (except for proprietary grants.) 

1699-1776: Fee-simple ("treasury right") grants allowed as of June 21, 1699 at five shillings per 
SO acres, and quickly became the dominant form. Headright grants continued, but 
headrights were now limited to "His Majesty's Christian subjects comeing to reside 
here", and their volume declined dramatically after about 171S. 

ORTHERN NECK (between the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers) was a special case. 

1649 

1688 

1690 

King Charles II gave the unclaimed lands in the Northern Neck to seven Proprietors. 
No grants were made by the Proprietors, but some grants continued to be made by 
the Crown. 

Culpeper, who had bought the rights to the Northern Neck charter, was granted an 
exclusive proprietorship by James II. He promptly died and Lord Fairfax inherited. 
Very few grants made until 1690. 

Fairfax began making grants under conditions similar to the Crown grants. The only 
differences were the absence of headrights and the "seating and planting" 
requirement. 

or Numbers of Patents: 
• Some Indian land was leased to white settlers, most later confirmed by patent. 
• Minor numbers of patents were allowed for certain frontier defenders. 
• French & Indian war veterans were given bounties, but not implemented until 1779. 

://64.233.187.1 04/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.cornlrwbaird!Misc/Land... 5/11/2005 
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LAND GRANT PROCESS 

.,_,....... and " Grant" are used interchangeably. Some people like to refer to " patents" as colonial grants and 
;rants" as state grants. 

SOURCES OF COLONIAL GRANTS: 

• Proprietary Grants: Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, North & South Carolina, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Virginia's Northern Neck. 

• Crown Grants: Virginia, Massachusetts, North Carolina after 1729, South Carolina after 1719. 

• Some other sources of land - e.g., leases from Indians - usually later formalized as patents. 

L PROCESS: 

all colonies followed precisely the same process, but patents generally involved several steps. These 
took time and money: 

• ~- also called a claim, application, or petition. This involved marking the proposed boundaries 
and notifying the granting authority of the desire to claim the land. Generally a fee was requ ired. 

• Waiting period -At some stage of the process, other claimants or neighbors could identify disputes 
(caveats). Some waiting periods were built-in, patents being processed in periodic batches rather 
than immediately after submission. 

• Warrant - An order by the granting authority entitling the land to be surveyed. Sometimes an order 
directly to the surveyor. 

• Survey - later called a plat. A fee was required to the surveyor. The survey was either copied into or 
attached to the final grant documents. 

• Patent - the formal issuance & recording of the title. Always recorded in a central location and often 
also at the county level. Generally several fees were required. 

ith nearly all old records, what exists today is a transcription of the patents rather than the original. Be 
for clerical errors. 

://64.233 .187.104/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird/Misc/Land .. . 5/11/2005 
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SOURCES FOR VIRGINIA PATENTS 

• Virginia colonial grants (both Crown and Northern Neck) are available online at 
http ://www .Iva .lib . va .us/dip/land/ 

• Crown grants are available in abstracted form in Cavaliers and Pioneers. 

o 1623 to 1666 (Volume 1) First three volumes by Nell Marion Nugent 
o 1666 to 1695 (Volume 2 
o 1695 to 1732 (Volume 3) 
o 1733 to 1774 (Volumes 4-7) by Dennis Ray Hudgins and The Virginia Genealogical Society. 

• Northern Neck Grants (between Potomac and Rappahannock) abstracted in Northern Neck, Virginia, 
Land Grants, by Gertrude E. Gray 

o 1694 to 1742 (Volume 1) 
o 1742 to 1775 (Volume 2) -Volumes 3 and 4 are state grants in the same geography 
o Earlier grants in Northern Neck Grants No. 1, 1690-1692 

(Note that not all these grants were preserved. There are patents recorded in county books 
that do not exist in the colonial books. How many are missing is unknown.) 

• Several abstract books are organized by county- e.g. Early Virginia Families Along the James covers 
Henrico and Goochland counties. 

• Some online transcripts available at: http://www.ultranet.com/"'deeds/pool.htm 

excellent books that can add historical and social context: 

Albion's Seed, David Hackett Fischer (Oxford University Press, 1989) 

Tobacco and Slaves: The Development of Southern Cultures in the Chesapeake 1680-1800, Allan 
Kulikoff (UNC Press, 1986) 

· /64.233.187.1 04/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird/Misc/Land.. . 5/11/2005 
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HEADRIGHTS 

inant form of Virginia grants until 1699. Origin was in The Greate Charter of 1618: 

"That for all persons ... which. .. shall go into Virginia with the intent there to inhabite. If they continue 
there three years or dye after they are shipped there shall be a grant made of fifty acres for every 
person ... which grants shall be made respectively to such persons ... at whose charges the said persons 
going to inhabite in Virginia shall be transported ... " 

Subsequent commissions to Royal Governors instructed them to follow the rules of the former 
company. These instructions were quite vague. For example, the earliest reads: 

" ... 50 acres of land for every person transported thither ... until otherwise determined by His Majesty." 

restrictions on point of origin 

Immigrants merely had to enter Virginia. Persons claimed as headrights could have come from 
another colony as well as Europe or Africa. The first restriction on point of origin was a 1699 
instruction to disallow negroes, and later a restriction to English citizens. 

restrictions on age, gender, or race. 

• parted person had to survive 3 years (or die) before the headright became usable. 

>ocess for claiming headrights: 
• Claim importation at county court or Council & obtain a "certificate of entitlement" 
• Some of these are preserved in county court records 
• The certificate was used to obtain the warrant, thus predated the patent itself 
• No time limit imposed on use - a few were used 15-20 years after the fact 

-eadright certificates were property and could be bought or sold 
• Certificates were commonly sold or traded 
• The person filing the patent may not have been the importer 
• Immigrants sometimes sold their own headright certificates 
• Value of 50 acres was generally less than cost of importation 

se & corruption of the system increased over time, especially after about 1680: 
• Duplicate claims - clerks seldom checked for duplicates 
• Importation of the same person more than once 
• Temporary importations - ship's captains often claimed the crew 
• Fictitious names & reuse of names sold by clerks - common practice by 1690s 
• Acquisition of large plots by speculators 

~ headright system was also used in Maryland, North Carolina, and South Carolina, though relatively few 
:leS'SOns were claimed in the Carolinas.] 

://64.233.187.1 04/search?q~he:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird!Misc/Land. .. 5/1112005 
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TERMINOLOGY & OTHER GENEALOGICAL CLUES 

Patents sometimes tell us where the patentee was living at the time. If not, we'd 
assume the patentee had been living on the land for a few years prior to the patent 
date - unless they were speculators. 

Only an English citizen could own land, whether acquired by patent or purchase. 
Foreign- born residents became citizens by taking a loyalty oath. Before 1680, in 
Virginia, this required an act of the Council, which are preserved in Hening's Statutes 
at Large. After 1680, the Governor could bestow citizenship, and those records are 
mostly missing. 

Patentees had to be 21. Males had to be 21 to sell land, make a will, sue or be sued, 
make a bond, or marry. Males aged 14 or more could own land, serve on juries (if a 
freeholder), choose a guardian, or witness documents. 

Virginia patents required "seating and planting" within three years to perfect the title. 
This wasn't defined until 1666, when the Assembly decided that "building a house and 
keeping a stock one whole yeare upon the land shall be accounted seating, and that 
clearing, tending and planting an acre of ground shall be accounted planting." In 
theory, failure to seat or plant made the patent fair game for a subsequent patentee. 
In practice, the provision was often overlooked. 

When patentees died without heirs (or were convicted of a crime), the land was said 
to "escheat" and could be repatented by another person. 

Patents which lapsed by abandonment, failure to seat, or failure to pay quit rents 
could be patented, in whole or in part, by another person. Sometimes, howev~r, land 
was repatented as a result of a sale of the land. 

Surveyors were appointed and not always competent. Inaccurate surveys caused 
many boundary disputes and lawsuits. In 1661 the Virginia Assembly required 
landowners to "goe in procession" once every four years to examine and agree upon 
the boundary lines of each tract. Responsibility was given to the parish vestries, 
which established precincts for the purpose. Selected landowners with in each precinct 
plus two surveyors performed the task. Processioning occurred in the 50-day period 
after Easter from 1662-1691, thereafter in September-March. Processioning records, 
where they exist, verify ownership and neighbors. 

The acreage can be a rough clue to family size. One person could cultivate only about 
50 acres, so grants larger than 100 acres usually meant male children or ownership of 
slaves or servants. 

Only freeholders (normally a SOa minimum, but varied by county) were eligible to 
serve on juries, hold public office, or vote for Burgesses. 

Patents were technically long-term leases. A small annual rent was due to the Crown 
or Proprietor. If the land was sold, the new owner assumed the responsibility. In 
Virginia, only the 1704 lists of rent payers is preserved, but rent rolls also exist for 
other colonies. Some merchant accounts include references to rent payments. [No 
taxes were assessed on land.] 

Don't forget to adjust for Julian dates. (Jan 1 - Mar 25 were actually in the prior year 
until 1752.) 

http://64.233 .187.104/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird/Misc/Land ... 5/11/2005 
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PLOTTING GRANTS 

- can be very handy for identifying the precise location of land. It's helpful in identifying the county the 
d was in, which likely changed over time. Plus, you can often pinpoint occupation of the land by looking at 
surrounding patents and their surveys for description of the boundaries. Plotting the immediate neighbors 

s aJso very helpful. The neighbors are important because they are clues to spouses and to extended families. 
-ney also help identify taxing districts. 

: en if you're working with a deed or lease, the land was originally acquired by patent, and backing up to that 
:latent is usually helpful. 

derstanding Metes And Bounds 

· system was used in all the original colonies, plus Tennessee, Kentucky, and Texas. 
etes" (measurements) and "Bounds" (boundaries) describe a tract in terms of neighbor's boundaries, 

"'latural features, compass directions, and distances. Each boundary is defined as a distance and compass 
ction, resulting in a multi-sided figure. Compass directions have to be adjusted for the difference between 

true north and magnetic north - not all surveyors made the adjustment, which can result adjoining tracts not 
ite meeting. Magnetic north also moves over time, so you have to adjust for where it was at the time of the 
rvey. 

- ances were measured using a chain of 100 links. Each link was 2/3 foot, so the length of a chain was 66 
~t. 10 square chains was one acre. Commonly, increments of 1/4 chain - interchangeably called a pole, 
:od or perch - were used for distances. 

ing Maps 

ld maps are not very useful for plotting because they lack detail, except for local maps used by surveyors 
and entry takers. Modern topographical maps are much more useful - though names of watercourses may 

ve changed . USGS maps are available free on the internet - try www .topozone.com . Delorme has a series 
state topographical atlases which are very useful - $16.95 in any bookstore. Gazetteers are helpful for 

entifying old landmarks, and some knowledge of county formations is needed to identify precise locations. 

Soending Some Money 

you are really detail-oriented, DeedMapper is a software program for drawing old patents and deeds and 
p acing them onto topographical maps. $99 from Direct Line Software - order from 
ttp :1/www .ultranet.com/ tvdeeds/order.htm 

http://64.233 .187.104/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird!Misc/Land ... 5/11/2005 
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GRANTS IN OTHER SOUTHERN COLONIES 

NORTH CAROLINA 
(settled 1653) 

early grants recorded in Virginia, particularly near the border, which was not clearly established until 
• In 1663 the general area that became North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia was split among 
Proprietors, each of whom had the right to grant land. North Carolina became a colony in 1729 after 

George bought seven of the eight shares, with Granville (Lord Carteret) the only remaining Proprietor. 
ille received a special grant in 1744 and sold his own patents. [Granville owned the land from the 

~ ia border to roughly the path of US 64.] Georgia and South Carolina were split off later. All grants are 
preserved at the NC Archives. 
~ 1729 Eight Proprietors granted land. Dispensed as both headright and fee simple grants, 

generally similar to the Virginia system. The land office was centralized, and those 
are well preserved. Grants in process continued to completion, so many are actually 
dated after 1729. 

- 1776 

• Province of North Carolina 1663-1729 Abstracts of Land Patents, Margaret M. 
Hofman, 1979 

Grants from the Crown and from Granville recorded with the colony or with Granville 's 
agents. Very few headright patents. 
• Two volumes of Crown Grants by Margaret M. Hofman: 

o Colony of NC 1735-1764 Abstract of Land Patents (Vol. I) 
o Colony of NC 1765-1775 Abstract of Land Patents (Vol. II) 

• Five volumes of Granville grants by Margaret M. Hofman: 
o The Granville District of North Carolina 1748-1763 Abstracts of Land Grants 
o The Granville District of North Carolina 1748-1763 Abstracts of Land Grants 
o The Granville District of North Carolina 1748-1763 Abstracts of Land Grants 
o The Granville District of North Carolina 1748-1763 Abstracts of Miscellaneous 

Land Office Records 
o The Granville District of North Carolina 1748-1763 Abstracts of Miscellaneous 

Land Office Records 
o Granville territory encompassed: Anson, Bladen, Bertie, Beaufort, Currituck, 

Chowan, Cumberland, Dobbs, Edgecombe, Granville, Halifax, Hyde, Johnson, 
Northampton, Orange, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Rowan, and Tyrrell 
counties. 

see: Colonial Petitions for Land Resurveys and Caveats of Land Warrants, A. B. Pruitt (1993) 

· 1/64.233.187.104/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird/Misc/Land ... 5/11/2005 
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GEORGIA 
(settled c1733) 

:ieorgia's colonial records are sparse - all court and tax records are lost, as are many other records - and its 
ulation was quite small in colonial times. There were relatively few colonial grants. Many early patents no 
er exist, but some patents and surveys are in loose papers at the Georgia Archives. 

Sources: 

• Best source is The Colonial Records of the State of Georgia, 39 vols., Allen D. Candler (Atlanta, Ga.: 
various printers, 1906-40) 

• 1733-1755: Entcy of Claims for Georgia Landholders, 1733-1755, Pat Bryant (Georgia State 
Printing Office, 1975) 

• 1758-1776: Georgia Land Owners' Memorials, 1758-1776, Mary B. Warren (Danielsville, Ga.: 
Heritage Papers, 1988) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
(settled 1671) 

South Carolina was a sparsely settled part of North Carolina until 1713, though it was not recognized as a 
roya l colony until 1719 and was not separately administered until 1723. The NC Proprietors made grants from 
1670 through 1719. After 1719, some land remained in the hands of Proprietors, but most was granted by 

royal colony. Many of these early land records are lost, but the South Carolina Archives has a single 
:ompilation of extant grant abstracts on microfilm: "Abstracts of South Carolina Land Grants 1664-1775". 
- rveys and warrants are also in the Archives. SC made some headright grants, listed in the South Carolina 
Council Journals (1749-1773). 

er Sources: 

• Lists of Proprietary grants (generally without details) are found in 
o Records of the Secretary of the Province and the Register of the Province of South Carolina, 

1671-1675, A.S. Salley (Columbia, S.C.: Historical Commission of South Carolina, 1944). 
o Warrants for Lands in South Carolina 1672-1711, A.S. Salley, (Columbia, S.C.: South 

Carolina Department of Archives and History, Reprinted 1973) 

• Grants made by North Carolina are in North Carolina Grants in South Carolina, 2 vols., Brent H. 
Holcomb (Clinton, S.C.: B. Holcomb, 1975, 1976) 

• Royal grants 1719-1775 exist in the SC Archives and are listed without details in: 
o South Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1719-1772, 4 vols., Clara A. Langley (Easley, S.C.: Southern 

Historical Press, 1983-84) 
o An Index to Deeds of the Province and State of South Carolina, 1719-1785, and Charlestown 

District, 1785-1800, Rev. Silas Emmett Lucas Jr., (Easley, S.C.: Southern Historical Press, 
1977) 

o Petitions For Land From The South Carolina Council Journals, (5 vols. 1734-1765), Brent H. 
Holcomb. 

3eginning in 1741, all persons who received land after 1719 were required to deliver "memorials" to the 
:olony, describing their land and how it was acquired. Originals of these records are in the SC Archives. A 
~ of these-records are published in South Carolina Memorials, 1731-1776: Abstracts of Selected Land 
~s.-from a--Collection in the Department of Archives and Histocy ... , 2 vols., Katie-Prince Ward Esker 
Potyanthos Press, 1973-1977) 

~://6~233. UP. lOOsearch?q=c~yjbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.corn/rwbaird/Misc/Land. .. 5/1112005 
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MARYLAND 
(settled 1634) 

;.atents in Maryland came from the Lords Baltimore. The Charter of Maryland granted to Cecilus Calvert on 
20, 1632, gave the authority to "assign, alien, grante, demise, or enfeoff" land. The system was similar . 

of Virginia. Headright grants similar to the Virginia system were made from 1634-1680. After 1680 all 
were fee-simple . Warrants, surveys, and patents exist in the Maryland Archives, as does an "Index to 

-...esrt:s" 

early grants were large fiefdoms, in effect small Proprietorships. These lands were re-leased to 
·duals, records of which may or may not exist. 

__ s: 
• The Early Settlers Of Maryland: An Index of Names of Immigrants Compiled from Records of Land 

Patents 1633-1689, Gust Skordas, (Reprint Genealogical Publishing Co., 1995) 
• Above is supplemented by a multi-volume set by Peter Wilson Coldham, (Genealogical Publishing Co., 

1996) containing essentially an index to patents: 
o Settlers of Maryland 1679-1700 
o Settlers Of Maryland 1701-1730 
o Settlers of Maryland 1731-1750 
o Settlers of Maryland; 1751-1765 

good source for text of a variety of colonial charters is : www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/statech .htm 

· /64.233 .187.104/search?q=cache:4GvTbpNRbpkJ:home.nc.rr.com/rwbaird!Misc!Land .. . 5/11/20(}5-
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SOUTHERN COLONIAL LAND GRANTS 
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57-159: ETHELRED JELKS and wife PHYLLIS of Brunswick County, 
-?--i a to RICHARD JELKS dated 26 Feb 1757 

_: :=.=res on the south side of Hornet Swamp, S: ETHELRED ("X") JELKS, W: 
~ (s igned) RIDLEY, BENJAMIN (z inside a circle) COOPER, and BENJAMIN 
=~ard facing B) HALE. Wife PHILLIS JELKS did not come to court. 

NOTTOWAY INDIANS to WILLIAM POPE JR dated 11 Jan 1757 

==::es 

160-1 61: AARON THORPE and wife PHOEBE to ABRAHAM JOHNSON dated 13 
57 

a r es on the north side of Purcells Branch, S: AARON (signed) THORPE 
- .HOEBY (signed) THORPE, W: TIMOTHY (signed) THORPE and MARY (signed) 
-??E 

~=~:s 161-162: AMOS JOHNSON of Johnston County, North Carolina to 
-- ~:'HY THORPE dated 3 May 17 57 

=: a re s on the south side of the Nottoway River, north side of Three 
:::ee~s , and north side of Little Plowman Swamp, S: AMOS (A) JOHNSON, W: 

3 (signed) HARRIS, JOSEPH (signed) COBB, and JOHN (sideways I) 
-=~:soN 

::=es 163-164: NOTTOWAY INDIANS to THOMAS WILLIAMSON dated 11 Jan 1757 

==re s 

==;es 164-165: ARTHUR TAYLOR of Edgecombe County, North Carolina to 
-~:.l~S TURNER dated 9 May 1757 

== acres adj. sd. ARTHUR, S: ARTHUR (signed) TAYLOR, W: JOHN (signed) 
-~KINSON, WILLIAM (signed) BYNAM, and BENJAMIN (signed) BYNAM 

:a~e s 165-166: BENJAMIN CROCKER a nd wife SARAH to SAMUEL BARLOW dated 3 
1757 

· · acres on the north side of Tarraroe Creek adj. ROBERT CROCKER, sd. 
~~IJAMIN, JOHN BLACKBURN, and WILLIAM RUGLESSES (125 acres part of 
;a~ent on 22 Feb 17 2 4, 160 acres from a patent on 15 Dec 1749, 15 acres 
== m patent on 12 Jun 1749), S: BENJAMIN (signed) CROCKER and SARAH 
-~rk) CROCKER, W: no witnesses 

:a e s 1 66-1 67: RICHARD WILLIAMS and wife LYDIA to WILLIAM WESTRA dated 
- , Sep 1755 

acres (part of a tract of 380 acres to RICHARD WILLIAMS on 3 1 Oct 
:-26) , S: RICHARD (signed) WILLIAMS, W: ROBERT (signed) DARDEN, JOSHUA 

s · gned) GARDNER, JOHN (signed) POPE, JACOB (signed) DARDEN, and CHARLES 
signed) DASDENY. LYDIA came to court to provide consent only. 

?ages 167-1 68 : ARTHUR WILLIAMS to THOMAS FISHER of Isle of Wight County 

p:/ /searches.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/ifetch2?/u 1/data/va+index+ 725612261 0795+F 5/2/2001 



October 12, 2000 

Dear Band Members: 

The Reformation Service on Sunday, October 29, is fast 
approaching. Please be at First Lutheran Church (corner of 
West Friendly and Holden) by 3:15 p.m. We will play on the 
grass area in front of the main ·entrance to the sanctuary. 
If you use the Friendly Avenue entrance to the church, you will 
drive past the area where we will play. Please leave your 
instrument cases in your car for safekeeping. 

I have had a positive response from about eight of you 
and no response from an equal number. 

At the bottom of this letter I have listed chorales you 
should practice. What we don't play before the service outside 
we will play inside at the conclusion. 

I look forward to seeing you on October 29 at 3:15 p.m. 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 292-3272. Thanks 
for your support for this meaningful endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Page 9 - 14R Page 30 - 1590 
Page 12 - 22H Page 31 - 166A 
Page 16 - 33C Page 34 - 199A 
Page 18 - 56A Page 34 - 205A 
Page 19 - 68A Thuringia Page 35 - 225A 
Page 20 - 820 Page 41 - 581K 
Page 25 - 146A Page 42 - 581M 
Page 27 - 151I Page 45 - Austrian Hymn 
Page 28 - 151 L Page 49 - Join We All 
Page 29 - 151 R Page 50 - Hymn to Joy 
Page 29 - 151T Page 58 - Bri<.rhtest and Best 
Page 30 - 159A 



Herewith, a compendium of the Hills among whom we seek our William 
of Tararat. Let us say that at the time of his birth he was William of Meherrin, 
for we have it from his son Richard that our William was born on the Meher­
rin ,River in Southampton Co VA. We will accordingly see how the following 
Hills might have related to the Meherrin and· Southampton, and consequently 
might have related to our William. 

William's daughter Sarah "Sally" moved with her Suny NC husband William 
Denny (Denn~ after the move} to Gallia Co Ohio, where the Denney family is 
biographed. The Denney family of Sarah Hill Denny believe that Sarah's father 
William lived to be 115, and that his wife Sarah "Sally" lived to be 110. We 
know from William's Suny NC son Richard that William died in Suny 1840, at 
age "more than one hundred years". We thus date William's birth as 1725 to 
1740, and this will help us, and hinder us, with the Hills following. 

To look for the parents of William is to admit that we do not know his father 
and we do not know his mother. While it may be practical to look for his 
fa ther as a Hill, our duty of objectivity includes considering that his mother 
might have been, could have been, an unmarried Hill. We will accordingly look 
to the Hill daughters, as we look to the Hill sons. And we will be watchful for 
first names and middle names to go with "William", for we know that sons, and 
daughters, born with one name are oft recorded by another. · 

We will be studying six works - w,e will call them, for reasons explained, RH, 
Jcb, Craft, Bell, Dts, and JH. When we are finished, ours will make seven. 
Ours will be a composite, and this necessarily involves the combining of 
material of one with the material of another. We find that we are dealing with 
a lot of repetitions but that each of the six offers material not found in the 
others. We will make it our objective to preserve the integrity of the materials 
reviewed, while attempting to keep it, or make it, simple. If in doubt, look to 
the original and give our interpretations no more weight than they deserve. 

We view the project here as similar to a layer cake, 
1, The actual life and times of these Hills, who-what-when-where, 
2, What early sources say- and do not say - about Layer One, 
3, What the six contributors here say- and do not say- about Layers One-Two, 
4, What we say- and do not say- about Layers One, Two, Three. 
5 The filling left out, the icing left off, are what is not said. 

Sample this project the same way one samples any layer cake, a bite of 
evecy layer with a taste for the whole recipe. 

We caution that the six contributors here were seeking their own lines. We 
think that each may have found lines in Layers One and Two which they do 
not pursue in Layer Three. We believe it vecy likely that we walk with these six 
through the earlier generations to the point where our separate lines diverge, 
and then walk beside these six, in good company, as we go our individual ways. 
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Ere proceding further, what follows is certainly a confusing hodge-podge 
of a too-great number of counties and "Precincts" in two colonies. In the time 
of these Hills, the NC- VA boundary was changed, large counties were broken 
into smaller ones, new counties by new names were created, and one, Bute 
NC, was abolished to create Warren and Franklin from its halves. A too-hasty 
glance would lead one to believe that these Hills moved often and great 
distances, and from colony to colony and county to county. We study the 
immigrants Robert and Mary Hill whose first residence was Isle of Wight Co 
VA, and we think that they and :lllOSt of their family remained in and near Isle 
of Wight, though they are fotJnd in records of two colonies and a dozen 
counties. 

In reality, the distances between these Hills were short, across a creek, across a 
colony line or county line, or a couple days' ride by horse or coach. When they 
did move, often as not they could load the wagon at sunrise in one colony or 
one county, and by nightfall unload in another colony or another county. We 
believe that, generically, the Hills stayed put while the colony line and the 
county lines changed around them - and through them. 

We will see in the following that references are made to NC and VA counties 
before they were "erected" or established by act of the Assembly. It thus appears 
that in colonial times and after VA and NC became states, subdivisions- prob­
ably "precincts" - functioned as counties and registered landgrants and deeds 
and public records as if by "county" name. 

We would think our analysis flawed, were we to ignore the history and the 
geography so essential to an understanding of the family Hill and their 
movements, or lack of movements, despite seeming to have been constantly 
moving in and to and from a confusing number of counties. To some, history 
and geography are to be endured; to others, enjoyed. To what we are attemp­
ting here, essential. We must confess that the geography work here is entirely 
our own, for we find in none of the six works here reviewed any study whatever 
of the changing boundaries of colonies or counties. And we caution that 
maybe the Hills did move, far and often, just as the six works say that they 
did. We are, after all and with trepidation, assuming facts not in evidence. 

We attempt tlle precarious task of reconstructing old counties from new, rather 
like putting old counttes back together from what we think were their pieces. 
We find evidence that these early Hills were in Isle of Wight, Surry and 
Brunswick wnen those counties were formed or broken up or severed by a new 
line between Virginia and North Carolina. 

Were we to extend- by a little imagination and a lot of logic - the present and 
former boundaries of VA counties (1) Isle of Wight, .(2) Surry, (3) Sussex, (4) 
Brunswick, (5) Greensville, (6) Southampton, we would make a reasonable case 
that all stx of these had in common the Meherrin River. And if we similarly 
extend the present and former NC counties (7) Bertie, (8) Northampton, (9) 
Edgecombe, (10) Halifax, (11) Granville, (12) Bute, (13) Warren, we would find 
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that eleven of these thirteen counties would all h~ve cornered at the same 
place- at the Roanoke River between VA and NC. We suspect that in the time 
of these Hills, and in later times, this was where these counties did comer. Old 
Bertie and its derivative Northampton likewise have the Meherrin tn common. 
And what this means - or suggests - is that a short reach, no more than a few 
miles, of the Meherrin River is the t~e that binds together the Hills of eight 
counties in two colonies. · 

It suggests that for good reason we seek our William among these Hills who 
peopled these thirteen counties and the eleven-county corner by the Roanoke 
River, and that for good and better reason we seek our William among the Hills 
of eight counties which have claim to the same small spot on the Meherrin 
River. As said of the scriptural tree planted by the waters and not to be moved, 
we truly suspect that in their time, any one of these early Hills could have 
planted his orchard by the waters of the Meherrin, and its fruit would have 
ripened among kin in two colonies and eight counties. 

Maps follow, to illu~trate the complexity of old and new boundaries be­
tween colonies and counties. In the maps we find enduring landmarks, such 
as rivers and streams which still run their ancient course and guide us to these 
Hills of bygone time, and their site as it might be in our own time. 

In the following, it might be helpful to refer to the maps and to what is said 
above. It i& not easy to follow these Hills in the several counties mentioned in 
their land records and marrtage records and wills. Perhaps we can minimize the 
confusion by turning and returning to the maps. 
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TWO 

A William other than ours is "Wj)Jiam of Town Fork", to whom we thus 
refer because of his reside~ce with his large family froni the early 1770's to the 
latel780's on Town Fork Creek in Surry (Stokes) NC. This William of Town 
Fork is said by some and disputed by some as also having originated among the 
Hills of Meherrin, but he is rwt our William of Tararat, who was also of Surry 
NC, and one of our efforts here will be to distinguish between the two, since 
they both resided in Surry NC, some twenty miles apart, and because so many 
Surry and Stokes Hills descended from these two Williams. 

Most of the literature we have read, including four of the six here, holds that 
WilUam of Town Fork was the son of Sion Hill Junior, one of the fUlls of 
Meherrin. The dissenters, two of them here, hold that the father of William of 
Town Fork was William Hill of Middlesex Co VA. It is not our task to arbitrate; 
our task is to separat~. We look for the antecedents of our own William and in 
so doing have to consider whether - possibly - the ancestry of this William of 
Town Fork might have been mixed up with the ancestry of our William of 
Tararat. 

We will first consider William of Middlesex, and for his biography we rely upon 
RH of Florida, and Jcb of Oregon, whose works are based upon documented 
sources cmd determined research. We have corresponded with RH and Jcb, and 
we are impressed with their sincerity and their objectivity. Both are adamant, 
both stat.e their case with conviction. We use theit material and add· to the 
geography, we trust with · their blessing, but their material not being in 
published form in the public domain, we use their initials that their privacy 
may be respected. 

Middlesex Co is presently situated north of the James River, some twenty-five 
to thirty miles north of Isle of Wight and Surry counties which front on the 
south side of the James. This puts William of Middlesex within visiting 
distance of the other Hills here discussed. 

From Jcb, Document VA.39 With commentary, relying upon the pub­
lished reminiscences of Joshua Hill, · son of William of Town Fork -

William Hill, of Middlesex, was born in Maryland, died 06 May 1 720; Married 
Ann, who died in Middlesex Co VA 15 Jan 1726. Their eight children, born 
Middlesex VA -

1 Isabella, born 01 May 1696, married 20 May 1729 John Jones. 
Son John Jones Jr born 29 Feb 1729 (1730) 

2 Will1am, born cl700 Middlesex VA, died cl787 Surry Co NC. Married 
1st 1729 Bridget (Hearn) Mullinax, widow of John MuUinax. Mar­
ried 2nd cl736 King George Co VA Susan Smither. Settled in 
Caroline Co VA where all children born. 

(Per Jcb and RH this is he who we call William of Town Fork, one of whose 
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THREE 

From East Goes West, by Alta Deshazer Craft, Maui , Hawaii. Much 
quoted and much used , and with some justification, as the authoritative 
source document, this book has been remarkably hard to find. It is in the 
Dallas, Texas, public library, and said to be in the Tennessee Archives and in 
the public library at Nashville. We identify Craft and her book, for her work is, 
we are happy to say, in print and in the public domain for all to share. 

Craft has produced a well written book, splendidly documented, and she is due 
considerable praise for her thorough and pains-taking work. But that alone , 
we say with respect , does not make her right . We find in its pages that Jcb 
contributed, and our reading is that Jcb and Craft agree on much and disagree 
on little. Their contention , if that be the proper term, is over the descent of 
William of Town Fork, a small part , indeed, of Craft's work in whole. We do 
n ot find disagreement or criticism by anyone of the remainder of East Goes 
West. Craft appears to have a valid account of the Hills she has studied. Our 
question is whether she has studied our Hills. If she has , then she has either 
not reported our William of Tararat, or muddled him with other Williams. 

/Generations, per Craft- supplemented by the others here studied. 
1 William Kinge of Wiveton, Norfolk, England. Conveyed land to his son John 
2 John Kinge and his then wife Elizabeth. In John's will of 10 Nov 1622, 

John bequeathed to his daughter Anne Kinge now wife of Robert Hill. 
3a Robert Hill and wife Anne Kinge , Wiveton , Norfolk, England 
3b Stephen Webb, County Kent, England, father of Mary Webb, wife of Robert 

Hill 4-a. -
4a Robert Hill born 1615 Northumberland, England, married in England Mary 

Webb, born 1621 County Kent. England, daughter of 3b Stephen. Robert 
and wife Mary immigrated in 1642 to Isle of Wi~ht Co VA. Robert died 

"-_before 09 Feb 1679-80 in Suny, VA. Mary died after 1684, Suny Co VA. 
4b Nicholas Smith, probable father of Elizabeth Smith who married (1st) John 

Splitimber or Spiltimber, and (second) Sion Hill Sr. , son of 4a Robert 
and Mary. 

4c William Halleman, died cl704 when his estate was appraised, probable 
father of Elizabeth, wife of 5a Robert Hill Junior. 

Fifth , The sons and daughters of 4a Robert and Mary (Webb) Hill. born 
Isle of Wight Co VA, two sons 5a and 5b and perhaps other children-

5a Robert Hill Junior, born cl667-70, married Elizabeth (Halleman?) probably 
daughter of William Halleman. Robert Junior made his willlO Apr 1740 
in Brunswick Co VA. Robert Junior's will mentions wife Elizabeth and 
five children -

6a John, 6b Margaret, 6c Elizabeth, 6d Arney, 6e Mary, son and daughters 
of 5a Robert Junior and Elizabeth. 
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5b Sion Hill Senior, born cl654 Isle of Wight VA, died cl705 Suny VA, married 
1677 Elizabeth (Smith) Splitimber, widow of John. (Elizabeth was a 
Smith, born 1662, probably daughter of 4b Nicholas Smith) 

Sixth, the sons and daughters of 5b Sion Senior and Elizabeth Smith. 

6f Robert Hill, born 1678, died 1765 Halifax Co NC, married Tabitha 1721, Isle 
of Wight VA. (Dts: Tabitha (Green) Browne) 

6g Sion Hill Junior, born 1682 Suny Co VA, died after 1762 Edgecombe Co NC 
Married 1st cl707-09 Elizabeth Marriott, 2d cl713 Miss Greene. (Others, 
including Bell, disagree about marriages) 

6h Richard Hill, born 1684, died 1722-23 (?), married Hannah Briggs. 
Bell says Richard patented land 1728. sold by Sion Junior 1735. 

6i Thomas Hill (Captain). born 1686, died 1737, married Priscilla Grey born 
1692 died 1761. 

6j Michael Hill, born 1688, died 1755, married Elizabeth R. Mitchell 
6k William Hill, born c1690. On 28 Feb 1733 William was granted land in 

Northampton Co NC, joining his brother 6f Robert. William sold this 
in 1745 after acquiring other land 08 Nov 1742 . (Dts: Three children) 

Here, we ask whether it was the record, or whether it is Craft who says that the 
Robert Hill who joined William's land was "William's brother" It is an odd 
thing for a landgrant to say. Craft cites Fair's Roach, Roberts, Ridgeway and 
AlliedFamilies, as does Bell when repeating. Our suspicion is that the adjoining 
Hills William and Robert were indeed brothers, as will later appear. 

Before continuing, a word about the numbering system. We are 
reviewing six works , plus our own seventh , which repeat many of the same 
names and generations. We use one same number for the one same person, so 
that this person may be tracked through all seven works. Not all seven have 
the same sequence, and the numbers may be rearranged accordingly. But 5a 
Robert, for example, will be the same 5a Robert all the way through the seven 
works . The number will identify the generation, the letter will identify the 
person. 

In light of what follows, we repeat the caution that in 1642 , Isle of Wight 
VA was very different from its present appearance in current maps. We believe 
that Isle of Wight extended from the James River on its northeast to the 
Roanoke River on its southwest, taking in the Meherrin River site of the early 
Hills in Virginia, and including later counties Southampton. Brunswick and 
Greensville in Virginia, and a large part of Bertie I Northampton in North 
Carolina. We repeat also our belief that in the time of these Hills the Meherrin 
was common to all six of these counties. 

Perhaps a refresher look at the maps would be in order as we consider the fol­
lowing. 
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Resuming Craft, with 4a Robert , born c1615 Northumberland, England, and 
wife Mary Webb born 1621 County Kent, England, migrants from England to 
Isle ofWi2ht VA 1642 , eight years after Isle of Wight was erected as a county. 

4a Robert died before 09 Feb 1679-80 in Suny Co VA, the date when his son 5b 
Sion Senior confirmed to Edward Wickens land sold in Isle of Wight to 
Wickens by "my father Robert Hill, deceased". The land was assigned to Robert 
1653 by George Archer or Arthur. 4a Mary (Webb) died after 1684, Suny VA. 
The dou hie-dating here is possibly due to the changing of the calendar system. 

We must ask more questions than we can presently answer - Did Robert and 
~ary remain in one place, while the county line changed? Did Robert and 
Mary die where they had lived, originally in Isle of Wight, later in Surry? 

When Robert and Mary arrived in Isle of Wight in 1642, Surry had not been 
erected . The territory which in 1652 became Surry was earlier James City 
County. When Surry was erected from James City, Surry's south line ran its 
entire length with Isle of Wight's north line , and there is the possibility that 
the Surry - Isle of Wight line ran through Robert and Mary's plantation and 
placed their manor house in Surry, leaving part of the plantation in Isle of 
Wight. Theirs may have been a "move", or no "move" at all. 

Was the site of their life and death along the Surry - Isle of Wight line by the 
Meherrin River, in what became Brunswick, Greensville, Southampton, Bertie, 

orthampton counties? 

We mention here Surry County, Virginia, and caution that our William 
of Tararat resided in Surry County, North Carolina. We will mention the state 
when mentioning these counties. 

Per Craft, the children of 4a Robert and Mary were born Isle of Wight or Suny 
VA, which means that they might have been born where we later find son 5a 
Robert living and dying, on Fountains Creek in old Isle of Wight, later 
Brunswick, later Greensville. 4a Robert and Mary's two sons, 5a Robert Junior 
and 5b Sion Senior, are found , and "there may have been others. " This is a 
call for the identification of these "others", for we think this generation or the 
one following was the generation of our William's grandparents. 

Craft: 5a Robert Junior, son of 4a Robert and Mary, was born c1667-70 
in Isle of Wight or Suny VA. Robert Junior's will was dated 10 Apr 1740, 
Brunswick VA. Robert Junior married Elizabeth, probably daughter of 4c 
William Halleman , whose estate Robert Hill appraised in 1704. 5a Robert 
Junior's 1740 will named his wife Elizabeth and these children-

6a John, born 1692 
6b Margaret 
6c Elizabeth 
6dAmey 
6e Mary 
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Craft does not include biography of Robert Junior and Elizabeth's children. We 
believe that a search should be made for these Sixth Generation families, 
particularly since 6a John's 1692 birth places these in the generation of our 
William's parents or grandparents. 

The timing is right, the Isle of Wight - Sur:ry - Brunswick geography is 
right, for our William to fit with the families of these 6a to 6e children of Sa 
Robert Junior and Elizabeth. If our presumptions be correct in the break-up of 
Isle of Wight and the make-up of these counties, all three and Southampton 
would have had the Meherrin River in common. 

Per Craft , 5a Robert Junior and Elizabeth "moved" from Isle of Wight to 
Brunswick VA, some time before 1740, the date of Robert's will. We question, 
as above , whether any "move" was involved. We compare with Bell. 

Bell: Sa Robert Junior owned land in Suny Co VA, which he sold to Jos . 
Pettiway in 172S. In 172S, Surry included the territory along the Meherrin 
River and its tributary Fountains Creek, territory which in 1732 would become 
Brunswick. But if we take this sale as indicating Robert Junior and Eliza­
beth's "move" from Surry to Brunswick, we time their "move" as between 172S 
and 1740, when Robert Junior died in Brunswick. This is the precise period 
during which our William was born, possibly in the portion of Surry which in 
1 732 became Brunswick, or the portion of Isle of Wight which in 1 732 became 
Brunswick. 

And as earlier mentioned, and as will be discussed, Sa Robert Junior's nephews 
6f Robert and 6k William owned land in Northampton NC, when William's 
1733 landgrant joined "his brother Robert". 6k William was then living in 
Bertie NC, by the evidence in the part of Isle of Wight which became Bertie, 
which became Northampton. By quirk of the changed VA - NC line and the 
break-up and make-up of counties, Northampton NC joins Brunswick. 
Greensville, and Southampton VA, and all four counties are on the Meherrin. 

Robert 6f and 6k William had another brother, 6h Richard, who may have been 
in the same area. 6h Richard died in Sussex Co VA. Sussex County was 
erected in 17S3 from Suny and joined Brunswick and Southampton at the 
Meherrin River near present Greensville. All of these brothers and their uncle 
Sa Robert could have been near neighbors , and may have been cast into 
various counties by the changing lines of the two colonies and their counties. 

Brunswick VA (erected 1720 and1732) is now on the VA-NC line, with the 
Meherrin River flowing from west to east across its middle. In 1780, during or 
soon after the lifetime of these Hills, Greensville County was formed between 
Brunswick on the west and Southampton and Sussex on the east. The 
Meherrin likewise flows east from Brunswick across the middle of Greensville, 
then southerly where it forms the present boundary between Greensville and 
Southampton. 
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These early Hill "moves" may have been "moves" , or they may instead be 
expressive of the changing lines . Robert Junior's only known brother 5b Sion 
Senior, father of 6f Robert, 6h Richard, and 6k William, lived and died in Surry 
VA, meaning only that he might have "moved" there from 4a Robert's 
plantation in Isle of Wight, or that he might have remained on or near 4a 
Robert's site, even on the Meherrin, while the county lines changed around 
him. We find nothing in the six works here reviewed that would disprove that 
this whole family, beginning with immigrants 4a Robert and Mary, may have 
resided by the banks of the Meherrin River. 6f Robert , 6g Sion Junior, and 6i 
Thomas later lived and died in nearby Edgecombe and Halifax, and 6k William 
evidently lived and died in Bertie - Northampton by quirk of the changed colony 
line, but the evidence is that the entire family may have first lived on or near 
the Meherrin River. 

Craft: 5b Sion Senior, son of 4a Robert and Mary, was born 1654, one 
year after his father 4a Robert took lands in Isle of Wight, and died 1705 Suny 
Co VA, married 1677 Elizabeth Smith, widow of John Splitimber or Spiltimber, 
probably daughter of 4b Nicholas Smith. 

5b Sion Senior administered the estate of John Splitimber, as Sion had 
married the relict of the deceased John Splitimber. In1678 Sion and wife 
"Eliza." confirmed to Edward or Edmund Wickens a plantation in Isle of Wight 
which had been assigned by George Archer in 1653 to Sion Senior's father 4a 
Robert. Wickens' purchase price was 4390 pounds of tobacco. So Isle of Wight 
appears to have been tobacco-farming country. 

In 1681, Sion Hill patented a 420 acre landgrant in Upper Parish of Suny VA, 
for importing nine persons into the Colony. Sion and wife Elizabeth sold this 
to William Grey, planter, in 1685. Perhaps William Grey might have been one 
of the persons imported into the Colony of Virginia. We think that in 1681 
Surry extended from the James to the Roanoke River, and we are thus unable 
to position the county's Upper (and perhaps middle and lower) Parish. It could 
be that the Upper Parish lay north of the Meherrin, or north of the Nottoway, 
or north of the Blackwater. 

We will later encounter 6i Thomas Hill, son of 5b Sion Senior, who 
married Priscilla Grey. Craft does not mention the parents of Priscilla Grey. 

A passing thought about "parishes". It is not an uncommon word in old grants 
and deeds, for it identified place with particularity, and we surmise that it 
came to the Colonies from earlier usage in England and elsewhere. In 1818, 
our William, then in Surry County NC, which had been a county for forty­
seven years, gave a land deed to his son Richard, beginning with the words "I 
William Hill of the county and parish of Surry NC". We wonder whether our 
William might have brought the term "parish" with him from the parlance of 
his elders of the Meherrin country of old Virginia where "parishes" are here 
seen to have been divisions, probably ecclesiastical, within a county. 
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In 1680, 5b Sion Senior and 4b Nicholas Smith were among the titheables in 
Suny. In 1687, Sion Senior was listed with freeholders and inhabitants of 
Suny VA, and thus qualified to serve in the VA Militia. In 1689, Sion Senior 
gave a deposition that his age was 35, thus placing his birth as 1654. Craft 
documents Sion Senior in Surry VA through 1704, taxes, quitrent rolls , etc . In 
1704, Sion Senior would have been fifty years of age. He died in Surry VA 
about 1705, evidently at age about fifty-one . We ponder whether Sion Senior 
might have lived and died at the same place, shown as evidently born in Isle of 
Wight and died in Surry. Perhaps, but unlikely, Sion Senior was cast into 
Surry when that county was erected along Isle of Wight's north line. 

The children of 5b Sion Senior and Elizabeth Smith Splitimber are num­
bered as 6f through 6k, about whom more later as we review Bell. Bell offers 
information not found in Craft. 

We pause to remind that the William Hill we seek was born before 1740, 
and during the probable period 1725 to 1740, "on the Meherrin River in South­
ampton County. Virginia" (son Richard's Revolutionary War pension affidavit ). 
During this period, we have the short "move" -or no "move" -of 5a Robert and 
Elizabeth and their children, with nephews 6f Robert, 6h Richard, and 6k Wil­
liam into - or within- the area of Isle of Wight - Brunswick - Greensville -
Southampton VA, and Northampton - Bertie counties NC. The counties and 
the Colonial line were all revised about this time, with the large Bertie County 
NC being divided into smaller counties, including Northampton, and with some 
territory in one colony becoming territory in the other as the colony line 
stabilized. Thus our guarded optimism that perhaps our "William of 
Meherrin". later William of Tararat, may have originated with these Hills of Isle 
of Wight VA, in particular the families of 5a Robert Junior, and his nephews 
the brothers 6f Robert. 6h Richard. and 6k William, sons of 5b Sion Senior. 

We consider the Meherrin River to be our best clue and strongest anchor to the 
origins of our William. That river has followed for centuries its due course, 
though the colonies and the states and the counties along its banks have 
altered with the passing of time. That Old Man River crosses the present VA­
NC line five times at or very near the place where these Hills took their seat. 

While studying the Meherrin and its environs, we learn of two landmark creeks 
which flowed through the lands of these Hills. These are Fountains Creek and 
Cypress Creek, both mentioned with the Meherrin in Hill land records. The 
1733 Moseley map has "Fontain's ", the 1770 Collet map has "Fountain" as 
does the 1775 Mouzon map. The 1861 Colton map has it as "Fontaine", by 
whatever spelling all at the same place. Cypress Swamp or creek is seen 
entering the Meherrin just below Fountain Creek, just above the NC -VA line. 
No landmarks named "Hill" are found in the vicinity in 1733. The 1 733 Moseley 
map has present Northampton County as then part of Bertie; the 1770 Collet 
map has "Northampton County" by that name. 
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The 1770 Collet map has "Crafford" Ferry at or near the confluence of Fountain 
Creek and Cypress Swamp at the Meherrin, and Folkstone's Ferry about three 
miles upnrtver. The 1775 Mouzon map calls these "Folkstone" and "Crawford" 
ferries. Evidently, two roads and their commerce between Virginia and North 
Carolina crossed the Meherrin very near the site of the family Hill. 

Fountains is essentially a Virginia creek, but its headwaters and some of its 
principal tributaries originate in - now - Northampton North Carolina. The 
current map of Northampton NC shows as a main tributary, Cypress Creek, 
which in the current VA map parallels Fountains Creek just before entering the 
south side of the Meherrin at the VA-NC state line between Northampton NC 
and Greensville VA. The creek named as Fountain in the 1775 map is named 
Fountains in the current maps of Brunswick and Greensville counties Virginia. 
We believe that Hills who are important to us lived near what was or became 
Folkstone and Crawford ferries , near the juncture of Fountains Creek, Cypress 
Creek, and the Meherrin River. 

We fmd two other interesting landmarks in the maps of 1733 and 1775. One is 
"Hill's Ferry" on the Meherrin River, now the site of Murfreesboro NC. As later 
shown, in 1734 a Robert Hill paid "ferryage" 18 Pounds 53.0.d. , perhaps a tax 
levied upon operators of ferries , certainly a large amount for using a ferry. The 
other is "Hill's Mill" at or near Bertie Court House , now the site of Windsor, 
NC. 

We look again to History- The VA- NC line was surveyed in 1728. The line was 
straightened and moved, and severed Virginia ground to North Carolina. 

Geography - The straightened line ignored the meanders of rivers and streams, 
cut straight across swamps and plantations, and in the process set two of the 
Hills in opposite colonies, brother on the north side of Fountains Creek but in 
NC, brother on the south of Fountains Creek but in VA. The creek continued 
its course as before,but now its southerly tributaries were in Bertie I North­
ampton NC, and its northerly tributaries in Brunswick I Greensville VA. This 
has importance to our understanding that 6k William Hill seems to have had 
land north of Fountains Creek but in Northampton NC, and his brother 6f 
Robert had land south of Fountains Creek but in Brunswick VA. 

A look at the map, and some Hill land records, causes us to speculate that 
before the survey, Virginia and North Carolina possibly considered the Roa­
noke River as the dividing line only a few miles west and south of these Hills, 
and considered that Isle of Wight VA included present Northampton NC. 

Proceding west with the 1728 NC - VA line and from the Chowan River, 
upstream of the Meherrin, as Colonel William Byrd and surveyors did in 1728, 
the straightened line crosses the loops of the Meherrin five times within ten 
miles, once at the Meherrin - Chowan "delta" (called in the 1833 Mac Rae -
Brazier map "Nanney's Neck") and four times in the line between Northampton 
NC and Southampton VA. 
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Continuing upstream, the Meherrin leaves Northampton NC to become the di ­
viding line between Southampton and Greensville counties VA, and an earlier 
cornering point between Southampton and Sussex VA. It then crosses midwa 
through Greensville Co VA, continues across Brunswick Co VA, and on to its 
h eadwaters in Virginia. All of these crossings and meanderings within fo rty 
miles. 

We resume, as Craft follows her own descent, and return to the family of 
5b Sion Hill Senior, son of 4a Robert and Mary, and wife Elizabeth Smith , 
widow Splitimber. 

6g Sion Hill Junior, son of 5b Sion Senior and Elizabeth, according to 
Craft married at least twice , perhaps thrice . She discusses the varying 
accounts of these wives - ( 1) 1707 Elizabeth Marriott , daughter of Alice 
Warren; (2) Elizabeth Browne, daughter of Capt. William Browne and Jane 
Meriwether Browne, and granddaughter of Lt Col William Browne. 

The will of Matthias Marriott mentions daughter "Elizabeth Hill"; none of the 
others mention a daughter or granddaughter named Hill . Craft settles on Sion 
Junior's first wife as Marriott , and his second or third wife a Miss Greene , 
daughter or granddaughter of Peter Greene, and offers her evidence. 

In her discussion of Sion Junior's wives and children, Craft names three 
children and a possible but questioned fourth , as will appear below. She first 
attempts to sort out the Green Hills , and the William who we know as William 
of Town Fork. We know of no more confusion and disagreement in and about 
the family Hill than surrounds the origins of this William of Town Fork and 
the several Green Hills . And Craft's own valiant effort ends with a plea for 
help. 

Craft mentions that Green Hill transferred land in SunyVA to William Evans , 
part being from a grant to William Browne, and part being granted to Richard 
Hill in 1728. But she has 6h Richard's death 1722/23. She continues that one 
account has 6h Richard Hill and wife Hannah Briggs as the parents of Green 
Hill who married a Miss Bennett, contradicted by another which has 6f Robert 
and Tabitha Hill as the parents of the Green Hill Senior who married Grace 
Bennett. Craft leans toward 6g Sion Junior as the father of 7-c-f Green Hill 
who married Grace Bennett. 

Craft quotes the affidavit of Reverend Thomas H. Bain, 1926, which is prolifi­
cally cited in the Hill literature. The Reverend Bain -

" . . my grandfather Green Hill and my great uncle William Hill were 
great-nephews of Green Hill, an officer in the Revolution. Green Hill lived in 
Franklin County NC which was founded in 1779 from Bute County. My 
grandfather was Green Hill, a son of Rev. William Hill and a grandson of 
William Hill , Elder of Surry County NC who was a brother of Green Hill." 
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Huh? Well , all we can do is try. 

As we reconstruct the Reverend Bain -
William Hill Elder and his brother Green Hill the Revolutionary officer 

I 
Reverend William Hill (Junior) Father unidentified 

I I 
Bain's grandfather Green Hill and his brother(?) great uncle William Hill 

Craft struggles with Reverend Bain's affidavit, as must anyone who tries to sort 
it out, and she offers her own chart, with a plea for help. We echo the plea. 
Oft cited as proving two of the many Williams, William Elder (of Town Fork) 
and his son Reverend William Junior, whatever else it may prove it does show 
that there were three William Hills in this family, and that one of them - Bain 
says son of William Elder (of Town Fork) - was a Reverend. 

Here we remind that the Ohio family descended from our William's daughter 
Sarah "Sally" Hill who married in Surry NC William Denny and migrated to 
Ohio in the early 1800's , informed a biographer that Sarah's father, our 
William of Tararat, was a Baptist minister who preached for 80 years and died 
at the age of 115 years, whose wife Sarah died at age 110. 

There may have been more than one Reverend William Hill, and we are impres­
sed by the possibility that in the search of old records the clergical credentials 
of one might have been attributed to another, or that once a Reverend William 
was seen, the searchers ascribed to him all things reverendential. We strongly 
suspect that the Revolutionary War records of some William Hills, ours 
included, are intermixed, and there is the probability that in the course of 
time , wives of one may be recorded as wives of another, that sons of one may 
be said to be sons of another. We dispute not the good Reverend Bain, but we 
wonder - Who was his great uncle William? And who was great uncle William's 
father? Craft also wondered the same, and she attempts to sort out several 
opinions and offers her own. She charts the opinions that Green Hill was the 
son of Sion Junior and wife Marriott, but offers her own that the Green Hill 
who married Grace Bennett was the son of 6g Sion Junior and second wife 
Greene. Craft, to her credit, charts the opinions opposite to her own, thusly -

6g Sion Jr and Elizabeth Marriott 
I I 

Wm Sr (of Town Fork) Green 1714-1769 -m- Grace Bennett 
I I I 

Wm Jr (Reverend) Green 1741-1825 William 1750-1776 
I I I 

Green born 1782 Wm III 1773-1857 Green 1774-
I 

Green's daughter -m- Bain 
I 

Rev. Thomas H. Bain 
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Not to quibble with those who have Marriott as the mother of Green Hill, but 
Craft being of the opinion that Sion Junior married for his second or third wife 
a Miss Greene , might we not consider this wife Greene to have been the mother 
of Green Hill? 

None of these four Williams charted by Craft matches with our William of 
Tararat , born 1725 to 1740. We say, again , perhaps our William does not 
belong in these above families, or perhaps his vitae are attributed to another 
William. 

Craft adds to the above, the children of 6g Sion Junior and his wives -

7-a The William above shown, (of Town Fork) b 1710 Suny Co VA, died c1787 
Suny (Stokes) Co NC, married c1736 Susannah Smither. (Two other 
wives are attributed by others, with disagreements. One is Elizabeth 
Williams. RH and Jcb say he was married to Bridget (Hearn) 
Mullinax first , and to Susan Smither second.) 

7-b Mary, born c1712 , married Edward Jones Jr. 

7-c-f Green , born 20 Nov 1714, died c1769 Northampton Co NC, married 1739 
Grace Bennett 

(7-d, not proved by Craft, Abner, born c1718 Surry VA, married Sarah. See the 
following by Bell, listing Abner as son of 6f Robert and Tabitha. · 

Craft here departs from the generations which we might questionably consider 
as ours, and follows her own descent from William (of Town Fork) . We borrow 
the foregoing from Craft, and thank her for showing us these possibilities. 

We take neither side in the question of the wives of William of Town Fork, but 
point out that somewhere, some time, there must have been a William Hill 
who married Elizabeth Williams, and a William Hill who married Bridget 
(Hearn) Mullinax. We are inclined to leave William of Town Fork in peace, but 
so long as there remain a William and wife Williams, and a William and wife 
(Hearn) Mullinax, and while our William is at large, our work in not finished . 

The little we know of our own William is that he was born 1725 to 17 40 and 
that he married in 1776, evidently to Sarah "Sally". We think that by 1776 our 
William was at least thirty-six years old, and possibly as old as fifty-one. We 
find no evidence of an earlier wife of our William, but neither rule out nor rule 
in Elizabeth Williams and/or Bridget (Hearn) Mullinax as a possibility. 

Before leaving William of Town Fork, we refer to his will dated 1777 and 
probated in 1787, wherein he begins with "I William Hill Elder . . ". Some have 
taken this to mean that he was an Elder of the church, a minister, and point 
out that the old records make frequent mention of the Reverend William Hill. 
True , the records do so state. But Craft says that William of Town Fork was 
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"an Episcopalian" , and our inquiry to some Episcopal churches is answered 
that "Elder" is not a title applied to their clergy. William was elder in age to 
his son William and to some other William Hills of his day, and we read 
nothing into his use of Elder than that he was in age the senior William of his 
time and place. 

Whereas , and however, our William of Tararat - if indeed he was a Baptist 
minister in those times - as his daughter's family believe - he would almost 
certainly have been an Elder in the ecclesiastical sense, for this was and 
remains the title of ministers of the Primitive Baptist Church . It does not 
escape our minds, or prove any point, that the Reverend Mr. Bain referred to 
his great-great-grandfather as "William Hill, Elder of Surry County, NC". It is 
a term one would expect one clergyman to mention of another - professional 
courtesy, familial affection . 

Both our William of Tararat and William of Town Fork resided in Surry County 
NC, maybe twenty miles apart. It was after the time of William of Town Fork's 
will that Surry NC was divided , placing Town Fork in Stokes and retaining the 
Tararat in Surry. Our William, said to have been a minister, appears from 
census data to have had a son William, and whether he became a Reverend we 
do not know, but it would be a logical thing. William of Town Fork did have a 
son William, and that family knows or believes that he was a Reverend. 

Our point here is - Have biographers taken from one William and given to 
another? Did the family of our William's daughter Sarah confuse him with the 
son of William of Town Fork? Such is possible , and indeed difficult to avoid , 
there being so many William Hills. In the literature, are we looking at our 
William of Tararat but unable to recognize him for the clutter? There are 
Williams here who by age and geography we might be drawn to consider but for 
the fact that they are identified otherwise or not identified at all. 

We praise Alta Deshazer Craft for her fine work, and move on. A word of cau­
tion and alert- We do not here follow every line opened up by Craft. We are 
looking for our own line. Our caution and our alert is that probably Craft also 
was seeking her own line and did not pursue every line found in her source 
materials. This alerts us that in her sources, we may possibly find our own 
William, perhaps even neatly set out in exquisite detail. 
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FOUR 

We admire the work of Jessie Lynn Bell of Vicksburg, Mississippi, in her 
publication The Families ojHUl and Lynn, 1976. We are pleased that Bell's fine 
work is also in the public domain. Her account of the early generations is very 
like that of Craft, and she adds documentation which we find especially helpful 
and interesting. In addition to the foregoing HilLs, Bell names as the earliest 
she found in the Colonies, Burrows Hill, immigrant in the ship Elizabeth in 
1611, and adds these Hills of Virginia - Nicholas, Thomas. John and Edward, 
and believes them related to 4a Robert. She points out ~e similarity of names 
in the fam111es and the proXimity of their lands. We do not have Bell's data for 
these, but will at another time look to these also for more on our William. 

We note that Bell and Craft both cite many of the same sources. Not surpri­
sing, then, that the proofs, facts , and conclusions offered by Bell and Craft are 
much the same, though each presents information not found in the other. If 
there be errors, these too are apt to be the same. We are unable to discern 
whether Bell and Craft offer two independent efforts, but we do not find that 
either mentions the other as a source. We will tentatively conclude that we 
have here two different efforts, both bottomed on a great deal of the same 
source material. We will not repeat for Bell all that Craft has already said, but 
will explore and compare Bell's additional information. 

Bell begins with the immigrants 4a Robert Hill and wife Mary, whereas Craft 
presents earlier generations. This entitles Bell to our numbering of her genera­
tions as we did for Craft, but since we are doing a work of our own we will 
apply Bell's to the same generation numbering as shown for Craft. 

Bell, like Craft, has the immigrants 4a Robert and Mary arriving in Isle of 
Wight VA in 1642. Bell cites land records in Isle of Wight, a portion of 746 
acres, and a tract from George Archer in 1653, which Robert's son 5b Sion Hill 
Senior sold to Edmund Wickens in 1678. As in Craft, 4a Robert and Mary had 
two sons, 5b Sion Senior and Sa Robert Junior. 

Bell: Robert Junior Sa, son of 4a Robert and Mary, was born c1667 in Isle of 
Wi2ht Co VA. He married Elizabeth, probably the daughter of 4c William 
Halleman. Sa Robert Junior owned land in adjoining Suny Co VA, which he 
sold to Jos. Pettiway in 172S. (Same in Craft - same source?) 

5a Robert Junior made his will in Brunswick Co VA 10 Apr 1740, eight years 
after that county was erected. In 1732, eight years before Robert Junior died, 
Brunswick received territory from Suny and from Isle of Wight, in the process 
apparently gaining virtually all of Fountains Creek and a long reach of the 
Meherrin. We do not find evidence that 5a Robert and Elizabeth "moved" from 
Surry to Brunswick, but think 1t more likely that the colony line and the 
county lines changed around them. 
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5a Robert Junior's age when he died was approximately 73. His will names 
wife Elizabeth , son John 6a, and daughters Margaret 6b, Elizabeth 6c, Arney 
6d, and Mary 6e. Like Craft, Bell does not biograph these children of Robert 
Junior and Elizabeth, who we think valuable to our search. We believe 5a 
Robert and Elizabeth and their 6th generation children were proximate to our 
William's birthplace by the Meherrin in Southampton. 

We suggest that though Robert died in Brunswick he may have lived in Surry 
without ever changing his place of residence. Robert Junior's 1740 will at age 
about 73 would suggest that his children were all of an age to have had 
families of their own, and we think these were very near to Southampton. 
Robert's will did not name a son William, and our William was born before 
that date , but evidently was no older than 15 when 5a Robert died. 

Bell: 5b Sion Hill Senior married Elizabeth (Smith) Splitimber, relict of John. 
Elizabeth was probably the daughter of 4b Nicholas Smith. (Same in Craft) 

Bell, not found in Craft: Sion Hill witnessed a deed in 1680, Ralph Hill sells 
to Samuel Swan of Suny Co VA land in Isle of Wight which Ralph's father Col. 
Nicholas Hill had bequeathed to Nicholas' son Richard Hill who died in infan­
cy (before reaching 'legal' age).(Elsewhere, we find a Nicholas Hill who married 
Sylvestra Bennett. Any connection is unknown.) 

Craft has 5b Sion Senior and 4b Nicholas Smith in Suny VA to 1674. Here , 
Bell has him there in 1680. Dts has Sion Senior's death in Suny VA, 1705. 

This places Nicholas Hill proximate to these families , but does not prove kin­
ship. We might risk inferring kinship, from 4c Nicholas Smith whose daughter 
married 5a Robert Hill. 

Nicholas Hill. Colonel. Isle of Wight Co VA 
I I 

Richard Hill, died a minor before 1680 Ralph Hill 

We eliminate Nicholas and his son Richard as the father of our William, 
though Nicholas might be our earlier generation. We do not eliminate Ralph 
as our William's father or as an earlier generation. This is the only found 
mention of Ralph Hill who in 1680 was of legal age to sell land in Isle of Wight. 

Bell: Sion Senior 5b and wife Elizabeth had four sons born in Suny Co VA. 
This varies from Craft who shows six sons. They both could be right, Craft 
finding two more than Bell. But this reminds how very easy it is when 
ascribing those of one generation to those of another, to mis-place parents 
with mis-placed children. We have no cause to doubt either Craft or Bell, our 
doubt is in our own ability to sort out the many differences found in the many 
Hills. 
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Bell believes Sion Senior's sons Richard 6h and Sion Junior 6g remained in 
VA., and that sons Robert 6f and William 6k "moved" to North Carolina. Her 
belief is based on NC land records regardh!.g William, and by Richard's Will in 
Sussex VA. But we think it possible, even probable, that brothers Robert and 
William may have been Virginians by residence who happened to find them­
selves in NC when the colony line was straightened and moved in 1728. Our 
reasoning appears earlier, and more will follow. 

We compare with Craft: Sons of Sion Senior 5b - Robert 6f died Halifax NC. 
Sion Junior 6g died Edgecombe NC. We believe these were actual "moves". 
Richard 6h, not reported. Thomas 6i, not reported. Michael 6j, not reported. 
Dts says William 6k died Northampton Co NC, and we think this probably was 
not a "move". Craft and Dts thus place Sion Senior's sons Sion Junior and 
W1lliam in counties of NC, Northampton which joins our William's Southamp­
ton VA, and Edgecombe which joins Northampton, both of these formed from 
Bertie, 1741. We think that 6fRobert, 6g Sion Junior, and 6i Thomas removed 
from the Meherrin's environs, but that 6k WHUam did not. 

Bell's immediately following is to be taken seriously, for she is supported by 
documented proof. But we do not find that Bell took into consideration the 
changed NC-VA line and the break-up and make-up of counties. We remind 
that the VA- NC line was moved and straightened by survey in 1728. Dts: "A 
25 mile strip along the border of Virginia and North Carolina wa,s found to be 
in North Carolina and ceded by Virginia". One should keep this and the maps 
in mind when considering the following, for we think that before the 1728 
survey~ a very large part of Northampton, which was then in Bertie NC, was the 
southwest comer of Isle of Wight VA. 

Bell: William Hill 6k, "fourth son of Sion Senior and Elizabeth" was born 
c1690 in Suny Co VA. Same 1n Craft. Incidentally, this makes 6k William the 
first of the several William Hills known in the families of the Meherrin. 

Bell: On 28 Feb 1733, five years after the survey of 1728, and one year before 
Suny and Isle of Wtght lost territory to Brunswick, 6k William was granted 100 
acres in Northampton Cp NC, Joining "his brother Robert". Remember that we 
wondered whether 1t was record or opinion that the Robert was William's 
"brother". This repeat in Bell causes assumption that Craft and Bell were 
working from the same source, either the actual grant or a searcher's analysts. 
Craft and Bell both cite Roach, Roberts, Ridgeway and Allied Families by 
Marielou Roach Fair. We thus credit Fair and her source(s) with "brothers". 
Our opinion concurs - brothers. 

Bell: 6k William's above land was on the south side of the Meherrin River and 
on the north side of Fountains Creek. 6k William kept the 100 acres seven 
years and sold in 1740 to Tbomas Person of Brunswick Co VA. This was eight 
years after Brunswick was erected, and forty-one years before Greensville 
County was erected. We think that the land was possibly earlier in Surry, 
probably in Isle of Wight, then later in Brunswick and now in Greensville. 
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Here, we briefly comment that we are searching, even grasping, for clues. We 
a e the name Thomas Person of Brunswick, nothing more . Could 6k William 
a e sold to a son-in-law Person? We know nothing of the husband of 6k 
-illiam's daughter Ann Hill. Daughter Celia married a Phillips. (Dts) 

~ ·e reconstruct Bell, and this first of two lands of 6k William, and proffer that 
:he date 1733 does not rule out that William may earlier have resided on, even 

tented the land in VA, which was granted - or regranted - to him in North­
pion NC in that year. We consider two possibilities - (1) In those times, and 

:or a century later, one ordinarily "entered", or "claimed", land on which one 
made improvements (clearing, planting, building, residing), and where one may 

a e resided for years prior to receiving the grant. (2) As later discussed, 
illiam may have been on land originally granted to him in VA, when, if we 

resume rightly, the land was probably in old Surry or Isle of Wight, which 
p robably included what later became Northampton NC following the 1728 
urvey of the NC-VA line. We think this 1733 grant may have been a re­

granting by NC of land already owned by 6k William in form er VA. 

Fountains Creek begins in present Northampton NC , runs through Greens-
i l le , generally parallel with , and then into , the Meherrin River, site of our 

'William's birthplace. A southerly tributary of Fountains Creek would have 
been on ground severed from VA and now in Northampton NC. 

Bell: A second acquisition by 6k William Hill: 

6k William was deeded (Craft says he "bought") 100 acres in Northampton NC 
b William DeLoach in 1742. The land record says this tract was patented 
1718 by Nicholas Smith, and (re-patented) in 1736 by William DeLoach and the 
aid William Hill , who at this time ( 1736) was living on land lying in Bertie 

County NC "on the north side of Cypress Swamp taken into the Colony (of NC) 
by the county line". 

This wants a closer look. Taking into account the 1728 survey of the line 
between VA and NC, we reconstruct Bell, presumably from Fair-

1 1718 Nicholas Smith (probably 4b) patented the land, probably then 
in old Surry or Isle of Wight VA. 

2 Nicholas Smith conveyed (?) the VA land to 6k William Hill and Wil­
liam DeLoach. 

3 1728 VA- NC survey, VA cedes to NC, we presume the southwesterly 
ends of Surry and Isle of Wight, to Bertie I Northampton NC 

4 1732 Brunswick gains the newly surveyed southwest ends of Surry and 
Isle of Wight, north of the new VA - NC colony line. 

5 1736 Same 100 acres repatented by Wm. DeLoach and William Hill in 
Northampton NC, following cession to NC by VA. William was at 
this time living on this or his 1 733 grant, now in Bertie after 
having been taken into NC and Bertie Co by the changed colony 
line. Bell says Northampton, which was not formed out of Bertie 
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until 1741 , but which may have been a "precinct" of Bertie in 1736 . 
as precursors to counties or divisions within counties were called 
in colonial times 

6 1741 Northampton County formed from parent county Bertie 
7 1742 DeLoach deeded his interest in 100 acres to William Hill, 

in Northampton Co NC. 

The "north of Cypress Swamp" location in Bertie defmes the site as in what in 
1741 became Northampton NC , and lying between Cypress Creek and Foun ­
tains Creek where these enter the Meherrin River at or near the VA- NC line. 

What seems to have happened is that some or all of the land was originally in 
Virginia, and after the survey some or all was in North Carolina, necessitating 
that a new patent be issued to legitimize NC title . It is a reasonable assump­
tion that some part of the land was patented by Nicholas Smith in Virginia. 
some part of the land was ceded by VA to NC after the survey, the land was 
then re-patented by DeLoach and Hill in their new Colony of North Carolina 
and DeLoach sold out to 6k William Hill. 

We must here consider that both of 6k William's grants may have been re­
patented. Perhaps both were all or part in Virginia prior to the 1728 survey. 
then all or part in Northampton NC (then still part of Bertie) following the 
survey. And because of the convergence of Fountains Creek, Cypress Swamp 
the Meherrin River, and the VA-NC line at or near the southwest side of 
Southampton VA, we do not eliminate from this consideration that some part 
of 6k William's lands may have been on both sides of the Meherrin, some of it 
possibly in later Southampton VA. 

In the second transaction above, we see the original owner Nicholas 
Smith, who may be 4b Nicholas Smith. And we see William DeLoach, who as 
we will see in Dts was possibly the father of Ann DeLoach , wife of 6k William 
Hill . 6k William and Ann named a son William DeLoach Hill . We will be 
giving this family close scrutiny, at least as close as our limited information 
permits . 

We reasonably presume that 6k William wanted his lands close together, and 
when we look at the two transactions immediately preceding, we find that in 
1733 William was granted 100 acres, joining his brother 6f Robert , in 
Northampton NC, between Fountain Creek and the Meherrin River. Three 
years later, 1736 , William was living in Bertie on the north side of Cypress 
Swamp. We do not interpret this as a place-to-place "move" by 6k William, but 
think it more likely that he and his lands were in one place while the colon 
line and the county lines changed. 

Just where would that be? 

At the old Folkstone and Crawford ferries , where the VA - NC line divides 
Northampton Co NC from Southampton, Greensville, and Brunswick counties 
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m VA. On the Northampton side, Cypress Creek parallels the line between 
_ ·orthampton NC and Greensville VA. On the Greensville side, Fountains 
Creek parallels the line between Greensville VA and Northampton NC, where it 
· joined by the meandering Cypress Creek, which are not clearly distinct as 
one creek or the other in their meanders through the swamps on either side of 
the state line. Cypress Creek and Fountains Creek enter the south side of the 
\ieherrin River. This is presently about midway of the Northampton line , at 
the southeast comer of Greensville and the southwest comer of Southampton. 

e hazard the guess that when Brunswick was erected in 1732 , it took the 
southwest corner of Isle of Wight which lay south of the Meherrin. We hazard 
that when Greensville was erected in 1780, it took from Brunswick the former 
southwest corner of Isle of Wight south of the Meherrin, and the southwest 
corner of Surry which lay on both sides of the Meherrin . 

Southampton VA was not erected until 1749, at least nine years after our Wil­
liam's birth, from the new southwest end of Isle of Wight which lay north of 
the NC-VA line. A bit more was added to Southampton from the southwest 
corner of Nansemond VA. 

What we presume from all of this, at admitted risk, is that our William Hill 
was very probably born in the southwest corner of Southampton VA, the 
portion that lay north and east of the Meherrin River, and very near to these 
Hills of adjoining counties old Surry- old Isle of Wight - Sussex- Brunswick -
Greensville - Bertie - Northampton. 

And what does all of this tell us? In summary, from Craft and Bell -

( 1) It tells us that 5a Robert Hill Junior resided on or near the Meherrin, 
probably with one son and four daughters. 

(2) William Hill 6k was born about 1690, his brother Robert 6f in 1678, 
his brother 6h Richard aboutl684. 

(3) These three brothers and possibly the 6a to 6e son and daughters of 5a 
Robert were at or near the Meherrin River. 

(4) Our William was born 1725 to 1740, when 5a Robert's children were of 
child-bearing age, when 6k William was between 35 and 50, and when 
6fRobert was 47 to 62, and when 6h Richard was 41 to 56 . 

(5) It tells us that the 6a to 6e children of 5a Robert, and 6k William and 
his brother 6f Robert, and probably brother 6h Richard, were at the 
right place, at the precise time, of our William Hill later of Tararat. 

(6) It tells us that these Hills knew our William of Tararat! 
(7) And if these knew him, did not the others also? . 
(8) It tells us that if we stand on the Meherrin River bridge of NC-VA Highway 

186, the former site of the Folkstone or Crawford Ferry, where Fountains 
Creek and Cypress Creek enter the Meherrin, we will be in sight and 
sound of Hills who could very well have been our own. 
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None of the contributors studied here follow the later life of the 6a to 6e chil­
dren of Sa Robert, or of this William 6k, and for understandable reason: these 
were all adjunct to their lines. But were they not in ours? We have work to 
do, aided by slightly more from Dts , to follow. 

We should note that Craft and Bell diverge about here , their lines being 
the same down to 5b Sion Senior. Craft leaves Sion Senior to follow her line 
from Sion Junior and thence to William of Town Fork. Bell leaves Sion Senior 
to follow her line from Robert 6f, and thence to Robert's son 7i Thomas. We 
have enjoyed their company, and will continue with Bell, since we are content 
that Craft's Town Fork William was not ancestral to our William, and in the 
hope that with Bell we might fmd our William of Tararat. 

Bell and Craft: 5b Sion Hill Senior is thought to have married Elizabeth 
(Smith) , widow Splitimber, daughter of 4b Nicholas Smith. Perhaps this same 
Nicholas Smith was the original patent holder of the grant which was re­
patented by 6k William Hill and DeLoach. This Nicholas Smith was thus , 
probably, 4b Nicholas Smith, this 6k William Hill's grandfather. 

Bell: 6f Robert, eldest son of 5b Sion Senior, was born c1682-83, probably in 
Isle of Wight VA. Bell cites reference to a land deed, probably quoting Fair, 
whom she cites at the end of that chapter. 

We quote Bell, presumably quoting Fair, and recommend a close look, 
especially at the geography. 

" · In 1724 Robert Hill of Isle of Wight County, Virginia, was granted 145 
acres of land in that county. January 23 , 1724, Robert Hill deeded to Arthur 
Jordan 145 acres on south side of Fountain's Creek in Isle of Wight County ­
the plantation on which the said Hill is now living.' Tabitha, his wife, relin­
quished dower. Witnesses , Thomas Halleman, Senior and Junior.'' 

Why the close look? This was 1724, four years before the survey of 1728, and 
eight years before Isle of Wight lost its southwest corner to Brunswick. . And 
where were Robert and Tabitha living? On 145 acres "on south side of Foun­
tain's Creek in Isle of Wight County". 

If we trust in the grant and deed, and if we trust in the 1775 map's and the 
current maps' location for Fountains Creek, and if we accept that in 1732 
Brunswick acquired territory from Isle of Wight, we must accept that in 1724 
Isle of Wight Virginia included land south of Fountain Creek in what is now 
Greensville VA or Northampton NC. If the grant and deed are correct, then our 
presumption is correct that Isle of Wight extended from the James River to the 
Roanoke River and included the home grounds of these Hills along the 
Meherrin River. And this strengthens our suspicion that these Hills "moved" 
seldom, if at all , but remained in one place as the boundary lines changed 
around them. 
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£\·en when boundary lines changed, the south side of Fountains Creek did not, 
d we reach no other conclusion than 6f Robert's land "on which the said Hill 

·s now living" was in 1724 the part of Isle of Wight VA which in due course 
became Brunswick- Greensville VA or Bertie- Northampton NC. It still means 
that these Hills along the Meherrin and Fountains Creek and Cypress Swamp 
were in Isle of Wight, the original seat of the immigrants 4a Robert and Mary. 

e conclude that, in considerable probability, the whole family, from the time 
of immigrants 4a Robert and Mary to the time of their 7th and 8th generation 

reat-grand- and great- great-grand-children, were at, or perhaps the width of 
the Meherrin distant from, the place where our William Hill was born. 

A second reason for the close look is that 6f Robert received his grant "in 
1724", and evidently within a matter of days , Robert deeded 145 acres, the 
exact amount granted to Robert and on which he was then living, "on the 
South side of Fountain's Creek" in Isle of Wight. We may thus conclude that 
as soon as Robert received his grant he immediately deeded the same land to 
Jordan. We know from the current map that Fountains Creek runs parallel 
~ith the VA-NC line between present Greensville VA and Northampton NC , and 
that this appears to be where above we found in 1733 the brothers 6f Robert 
and 6k William adjoining each other's lands in Northampton NC. 

This persuades us that in 1724 6f Robert was living in the part of Isle of Wight 
which in 1732 became Brunswick, 6f Robert's plantation adjoining his brother 
6k William. The 1728 survey severed the part of Isle of Wight in which 6f 
Robert and 6k William were living, left 6f Robert in Isle of Wight - Brunswick -
Greensville VA, and cast 6k William into Bertie - Northampton NC . It persua­
des that neither of them "moved" but both were cast into various counties by 
quirk of the changing lines. 

Bell: A second land transaction, presumed to be of 6f Robert - In 1725, "Robert 
Hill Junior" was granted 233 acres on North side of Fountain's Creek, "at 
Robert Hill's line". We draw from this three separate possibilities. 

One, we interpret that 6f Robert and Tabitha sold their 1724 grant and resi­
dence south of Fountains Creek, acquired 233 acres north of Fountains Creek, 
and that Robert's new grant joined his own line of his old grant. Or, Two, that 
Robert sold on the south side of Fountains and moved to the north side, where 
his new grant joined the line of his uncle 5a Robert. Or, Three, that 6f Robert 
and Tabitha removed from the Meherrin, and took a new residence elsewhere. 
We find, below, that 6f Robert sold part of his 1725 grant in 1737, and that in 
1738 he was granted lands on Blue Marsh in Halifax NC, where he and Tabitha 
were living when 6f Robert made his will in Halifax NC. 

We see this latter as a real "move", from the Meherrin's Fountains Creek in VA 
to the Blue Marsh in Halifax NC. Precisely when Robert and Tabitha moved, 
we do not discern from the record. As earlier said, one might live on land for a 
number of years before filing for patent or grant. It is equally true that one 
might own lands for years before taking up residence upon them. Robert and 
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Tabitha are the first of the Hills of Meherrin to be shown as actually moving 
from the Meherrin. If there were earlier "moves", we think them to have been to 
or around the Meherrin. 

We believe that we probably have here in the same person two references , 
Robert and Robert Junior, and are inclined to think this one person is 6f 
Robert who was at that time and place "junior" to his "senior" Uncle Robert Sa. 

Bell lists the children of 6f Robert, son of 5b Sion Senior, and Robert's wife 
Tabitha, as these, named in Robert's will dated 18 Jun 1762 , proved in Halifax 
Co NC April1766, at Will Book I (or 1) Page 159-

6f Wife Tabitha (Dts says Tabitha (Greene) Browne, born 1690 Halifax NC, 
married c1711 Edgecombe NC. Perhaps this might account for their move 
from VA to Edgecombe I Halifax. (At the time of Tabitha's birth, there 
was no Halifax Co NC. At the time of her marriage there was no Edge­
combe NC. Edgecombe was created from Bertie 1741 , Halifax was 
created from Edgecombe1758. Here , again , we may be dealing with 
"Precincts" which later became counties.) 

7e William, born prior to 1714 (See Dts for 4 wives, Chatham NC, Greene GA, 
died Jasper GA) This is the second William found in the Hills of 
Meherrin , nephew of 6f Robert's brother 6k William. 

7f-c Green born 1714. Bell says married 1739 Grace Bennett. Dts says 
the Green Hill (Jr) 7-f-c , son of6f Robert, married Letitia Chapman. 

7g Sion married Sarah 
7h Abner (JH says married Sarah, resided Chatham Co NC) 
7i Thomas born 1725, married Sarah (Dts: Sarah Etheridge) 
7j Tabitha married Chapman (Dts: David Chapman) 
7k Agnes married Arrington (Dts: Charles Arrington) 
7L Lewrainey married Arrington (Dts: William Arrington) 
7m Ann married Steed (Dts: John Steed) 
7n Mary married Bryant (Dts: William Bryant) 
7o Milibry Hill unmarried 1762 (Dts: Matthew Gibbs) 

See Dts, following Bell, for Dts' data on this 7e William Hill, who married (1 ) 
Lewis , (2) Clanton in Chatham NC, (3) Unknown , (4) (White) Jones in Greene 
GA, and died 1809 Jasper Co GA. Per Dts, this is not our William. Dts sup­
plements these and others of the Hills in this family. 

Note 7h, Abner, son of Robert and Tabitha. Craft lists Abner as 7d, tentatively 
and not proved, as son of Sion Junior. Evidence is that Abner was son of 6f 
Robert and Tabitha. 

Bell believes (erroneously, we think) that 6f Robert and Tabitha "moved" from 
Isle of Wight VA in 1725 to Northampton NC , evidenced by the land records 
above and following. She therefore believes that the children born to Robert 
and Tabitha before 1725 were born in Isle of Wight VA, and those after 1725 
were born in Northampton or Halifax NC . Maybe , at least possibly, but it may 
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o be that all of the children were born in Virginia, in the part of Isle of 
·ight which after the suiVey became Bertie I Northampton NC. 

3 e ll 's earliest record of Robert and Tabitha in "Halifax NC" is his 1738 grant. 
~obert and Tabitha also seem to be the first of these Hills to leave the Meher­
:in vicinity and take findable residence elsewhere. Our analysis is that it was a 
.:hort move, some twenty-five miles or so, and probably to the homeland of 
Ta bitha. Bell does not give the birth years of the younger children, leaving 
unclear where they might have been born. Our guess is that the children born 
before 1738 were born in Virginia, or by the quirk of the moved colony line , in 
- e portion of Bertie NC that in 1741 becme Northampton NC. Virgi-linians? 
Car-o-ginians? 

Bell uses similar logic of the evidence of "records", that 7c-f Green Hill was 
born in Isle of Wight 1714, and therefore that his brother 7e William was also 
born prior to 1714 in Isle of Wight. Maybe, at least possibly. But if Craft be 
rtght that 7c-f Green was a son of 6g Sion Junior, who lived in Surry VA and 
died in Edgecombe NC, what might this do to Bell's assumption? We decline to 
assume a place of Green's birthplace or his parents. We do point out that Bell 
appears to have as Green's brother William the 7e William who Craft and Dts 
have as the William who died 1809 in Georgia, entirely different from William 
of Town Fork. We say again, we believe that the contributors here and others 
before and since have commingled some of the William Hills and some of the 
Green Hills. We find it far easier to mingle than to unmingle. 

Craft struggles with her 7c Green Hill who married Grace Bennett, Bell's 7f, as 
the son of Sion Jr., or of his brother Richard, or of Robert and Tabitha. Bell 
has Robert and Tabitha. Craft settles on Sion Junior and reconstructs Thomas 
Bain's affidavit accordingly, and this would further cloud the uncertainty of 
the parents or place of birth of 7-c-f Green Hill(s). 

Bell cites several land records which give us an indication of 6f Robert's places 
of residence, Isle of Wight VA 1724, and Northampton NC (or adjacent South­
ampton - Brunswick - Greensville VA), also 1724. In both localities , Bell has 
Robert on Fountain's Creek, which means close proximity to the Meherrin, 
which suggests present Greensville VA- Northampton NC. 

Per Bell, 6f Robert and Tabitha "moved" from Isle of Wight VA to NC in 1725. 
We think that (1) he might either have remained in Isle of Wight, or (2) been 
cast into NC by the 1728 survey and the cession of Isle of Wight ground to 
Bertie I Northampton NC, or (3) that their move was some few years later. 

Bell's land records of 6f Robert and Tabitha, and repeating the above -

1 1724 Robert Hill granted 145 acres, Isle of Wight. (We think on Fountains 
Creek, now in present Greensville VA or Northampton NC) 

2 1724 January, Robert Hill deeded (the same?)l45 acres, Isle of Wight, south 
side of Fountain's Creek, to Arthur Jordan, where Robert and Tabitha 
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were then living. Witnesses - Thomas Halleman, Sr and Jr. We w..LI...........,. 

at the time, possibly what became "Southampton Precinct" of Isle o 
Wight, later Brunswick VA I Northampton NC. 

3 1725 Robert Hill granted 160 acres, Northampton Co NC, south side of 
Fountain's Creek. (Remarkably like Fountain's Creek in Isle ofWigh 
We think the same - Fountains Creek, in old Isle of Wight-Brunswick­
Greensville, with territory on its south side in Bertie-Northampton C. 
and possibly in what became Southampton Precinct") 

4 1725 Robert Hill "Junior" granted 233 acres, north side of Fountain's 
Creek, at Robert Hill's line. (Bell believes "Junior" was 6f Robert, 
designated "Junior" because of his elder uncle 5a Robert living nearby. ) 

5 1737 Robert Hill deeded 80 acres of the above 1725 grant to Thomas 
DeLoach, who deeded the same to Thomas Tarver. (We find again the 
name DeLoach and remember that 6k William owned land with William 
DeLoach and married Ann DeLoach, and named a son William DeLoach 
Hill.) 

Here, the evidence would indicate- but not prove - that 6f Robert sold 8 0 
acres of his 233 acres in Northampton (Fountains Creek near the Me­
herrin) and moved directly about 1738 to the Blue Marsh in Edgecombe. 
later Halifax, where he died about 1762 - 1766. 

6 1738 6f Robert Hill granted 200 acres, south side of Blue Marsh, Edgecombe 
Co NC. (Perhaps Edgecombe "precinct" of Bertie? Edgecombe did not 
become a county until 1741. Edgecombe then included later Bute, Hali­
Fax and Nash counties NC .) 

7 1740 Robert Hill deeded 75 acres of the Blue Marsh land to William Hick­
man, Witnesses - Abner Green and Thomas Hill. 

8 1738- 200 acres) Robert Hill owned these lands in Edgecombe Co NC, 
1742 - 300 acres) part of which became Halifax in1758, then Nash in 
1745- 200 acres) 1777. 

9 1742 See Sion and Thomas Hill for 6f Robert's 1742 grant. Peach Tree Creek, 
Edgecombe. 

In 1734, one Robert Hill paid "ferryage" , evidently to NC since the record comes 
from "Clark's Records of NC". This was probably a tax paid by owners of 
ferries , and we are reminded of the Folkstone and Crawford ferries on the 
Meherrin at Fountains Creek, and Hill's Ferry on the Meherrin at the present 
site of Murfreesboro , NC. In 1734, the Folkstone Ferry, if it existed at that 
time , was still in VA. Crawford's Ferry, if it existed at that time, probably cros­
sed the Meherrin between NC and VA, and hence would owe ferryage to NC. 

We have no proof of the movements of the two Roberts, 5a and 6f, during the 
interval between the 1724 date that 6f Robert and Tabitha sold their residence 
plantation on Fountains Creek, and the 1738 date of 6f Robert's grant on Blue 
Marsh in Edgecombe. It could be that 6f Robert and Tabitha sold their home 
on Fountains Creek 1724, removed to Hill's Ferry lower down on the Meherrin, 
and lived around present Murfreesboro until taking up residence at Blue Marsh 
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in Edgecombe. It could as easily be that none of these Hills had anything to do 
with the Folkstone Ferry or Crawford Ferry or Hill's Ferry or any other ferry. 

In his 1762 will , Halifax NC, 6f Robert bequeathed to son 7g Sion "the 
plantation and land whereon we now live on the south side of Blue Marsh". To 
daughter Mary Bryant, "a piece of land lying on both sides of Red Bud Creek 
below the mouth of Reedy Branch". To daughter Milibry, "my plantation and 
land lying on both sides of Red Bud Creek and all the land lying above the 
mouth of Crab Tree and the mouth of the Reedy Branch" . Robert bequeathed 
his moneys in "pounds and shillings Virginia currency". 

Regrettably, "Blue Marsh" "where we now live" is not found in the maps at 
hand, nor is Crab Tree branch. But Robert's will in Halifax, and a mention of 
his grant on Peech Tree Creek, argue that at the time of his death in 1762 , 
Robert and family were residing on the south side of Blue Marsh, near Red Bud 
Creek and Peachtree Creek, in the part of Halifax which in 1777, fifteen years 
after Robert's death, became Nash County NC. 

The Red Bud begins in present Franklin NC, formed from Bute, earlier part of 
Edgecombe, and briefly Granville, and flows east to present Nash County, 
earlier part of Edgecombe. Sandy Creek, later mentioned, begins in present 
Vance, earlier Franklin, crosses Franklin , then to Nash. A headwaters 
tributary of the Sandy is Buffalo Creek, and the "buffalow bottom" is later 
mentioned. Fishing Creek and Shocco head in Warren. and Shocco was the 
dividing line in old Bute County which separated Warren and Franklin. Shocco 
then flows to Halifax. So we have a present-day clue to the whereabouts of 
Robert and his family in their later years. 

Except for the early lands joining 6k William on Fountains Creek at the colony 
line, all of 6f Robert's lands appear to have been in Bertie until Bertie was 
divided to form Edgecombe, then in Edgecombe until this was divided to form 
Halifax, Bute, and Nash. Bute became Franklin and Warren. So, seemingly 
on the move and with lands in seven NC counties, in reality Robert probably 
remained in his locality while the county lines changed around him. 

6f Robert made his will 18 Jun 1762, probated April1766, in the style common 
to those times , "In the name of God Amen. I Robert Hill of Halifax County in 
his Magestys Providence (Province) of North Carolina .. " Words of a man of 
religious persuasion, and a loyal subject of his king. Robert was born the 
Virginia grandson of English grandparents, and he lived and died a subject of 
His Majesty the King of England. In 1775, the American Colonies, including 
his native Virginia and his adopted North Carolina, entered into the War For 
Independence, and his kin, our William too , took up arms against the English 
Crown. In his lifetime, his environs went from Indian to English, in his 
children's lifetime, from Indian to English to American. And the Meherrin 
flowed then as it flows now, unhindered by changing lines drawn on paper and 
invisible lines drawn across his swamps and marshes and fields. 
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Briefly, Robert's will- I 'lend' to my beloved wife Tabitha the use of Negroes and 
farm animals. To sons 7e William and 7f Green, Negroes. To son 7g Sion the 
plantation "whereon we now live" on the south side of Blue Marsh . To son 7h 
Abner, Negroes . To son 7i Thomas , 50 pounds Virginia currency. To daughter 
Zi Tabitha Chapman , a Negro . To daughter 7k Agnes Arrington , a Negro . To 
daughter 7L Lewraina Arrington, 2 pounds 10 VA currency. To daughter 7m 
Ann Steed, a Negro. To daughter 7n Mary Bryant, Negroes and a piece of land 
on both sides of Red Bud Creek below the mouth of Crab Tree and below the 
mouth of Reedy Branch. To daughter 7o Milibry Hill a plantation on both 
sides of Red Bud Creek at Reedy and Crab Tree. To grandson John Chapman 
half of the cattle on Red Bud. 

Executors, sons Abner. Sion. and Green. 
Witnesses, Jesse Lee, Thomas Thrower, Wilson Williams. 

('Lend' - for Tabitha during her lifetime, then to pass to the children.) 

We note that Dts has 6f Robert's wife as Tabitha (Green) Browne, and that son 
7g Sion married a Browne. Abner Green witnessed Robert's 1740 deed of part 
of his Blue Marsh plantation. Robert and Tabitha named a son 7f Green Hill 
and a son Abner Hill 7h. We take this as indication of a family tie between 
Hill-Green-Browne, and that this might help with the elusive 7-c-f Green Hill 
who married Grace Bennett of nearby Bute County. 

Bell, Craft, and Dts differ in their accounts of 6h Richard Hill, son of 5b 
Sion Senior and Elizabeth. Craft has him born 1684, married Hannah Briggs, 
died 1722-23, place not given. Dts has him born 1684, Suny VA, married 1713 
Hannah Briggs, died August 1775 Sussex VA. We think there may be two 
Richards, here intermingled. 

Bell has 6h Richard born c1686 Surry VA , and has no knowledge of his wife 
and children. He witnessed a deed 1721 from his brother 6f Robert and wife 
Tabitha to Henry Brown in VA. Received a 1728 grant of 200 acres, place not 
given, the same sold 1735 by Green Hill to William Evans. This 1728 grant is 
after the 1722-23 date given by Craft for Richard's death . We have Dts' account 
of 6h Richard and wife Hannah Briggs and children as follows-

7 Hill, Green (questioned by Dts) wife and children unknown 
7 Hill, Mary married Malone, children unknown 
7 Hill, John bon1 1718, married Mildred Gilliam 

8th Mary b 1743 + Sturcavant 
8th Sally b 1744 +Green 
8th Nancy b1746 +Williams 
8th Burrell b1748 
8th Elizabeth b 1750 + Spane 
8th John b 1752 
8th Tabitha b 1754 + Webb 
8th Susannah b 1756 + Hom, Richard 
8th Lucy b 1763 + Newman, Joel 
8th Rebecca b 1775 + Hom, Shadrach 
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We do not fmd our William among the sons and daughter, or the grandchildren 
of 6h Richard and Hannah. 

Bell: 6g Sion Hill Junior, son of 5b Sion Senior, born c1687, married -
(crossed through in the copy at hand) - Elizabeth Browne, daughter of Captain 
William Browne and his wife Jane Meriwether, and granddaughter of Lt Col 
William Browne. Written by hand next to the crossed out Brownes: "Marriott" . 
Ours is a copy of Bell's publication, and may have passed through several 
hands before coming into ours. We do not attest to the authenticity of the 
handwritten notes . 

Per Bell, Sion Junior and wife Browne had one son, 

7a William, born c1710 in VA, married in VA 1736 Susanna Smithers. 

This brings us back to the dilemma whether it was 6g Sion Junior's son 
William who married Susanna Smithers, said, and denied, to be the William 
of Town Fork in Surry (Stokes) NC, and for the solution we defer to searchers 
of that family. Bell and Craft have 6g Sion Junior as the father of William of 
Town Fork; Jcb and RH argue that William of Town Fork was the son of 
William of Middlesex. Craft and Bell citing some of the same sources, we 
suggest whatever sources were used in Roach, Roberts, Ridgeway and Allied 
Families, by Marielou Roach Fair. 

We leave , willingly, William of Town Fork, and proceed, eagerly, to 6k 
William, son of 5b Sion Senior. Bell repeats, in part, Craft, and both may be 
repeating Fair. We repeat, to preserve the integrity of Bell's work, and for 
comparison with Craft. 

Bell: 6k William Hill "the fourth son" (Dts lists him sixth) of 5b Sion 
Hill Senior, was born c1690. On 28 Feb 1733, he was granted 100 acres in 
Northhampton NC joining his brother 6f Robert Hill. This land was on the 
south side of the Meherrin River, and on the north side of Fountains Creek. 
William sold this 100 acres in 1745 to Thomas Person of Brunswick VA. We 
saw substantially the same in Craft and assume the same source. We are a bit 
skeptical about land being on the north side of Fountains and in Northampton 
but we do not have the record. 

Bell: 6k William's second transaction, again as in Craft, was the 100 acres 
patented in 1718 by Nicholas Smith, conveyed(?) by Smith to William DeLoach 
and William Hill , repatented 1736 in Northampton NC by DeLoach and 
William Hill, DeLoach's interest sold to William Hill 1742. William was, in 
1736, living in Bertie NC, on the north side of Cypress Swamp, on land "taken 
into the Colony (of NC) by the county line." Again, a same source. We repeat 
our belief that the locale of the 1733 grant to 6k William was on Fountains 
Creek at the Meherrin River, thus placing it in the portion of old Isle of Wight 
which became Brunswick- Greensville VA or Bertie- Northampton NC. 
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We repeat our belief that the 1718 grant to Nicholas Smith, and repatented by 
DeLoach and 6k William Hill, was between Cypress Swamp in Northampton NC 
and Fountains Creek in old Isle of Wight, and through its successions now in 
present Greensville VA or Northampton NC, and repeat our presumption that 
both grants were where Fountains and Cypress creeks enter the Meherrin River 
at the southwest corner of Southampton VA. 

We repeat the observation that one Nicholas Smith was the first owner, in 
1718. 4b Nicholas Smith is said to have been the father of Elizabeth Smith, 
widow Splitimber, who married 5b Sion Hill Senior, father of this 6k William 
Hill . This would suggest 4b Nicholas Smith as the grandfather of 6k William 
Hill. 

Bell devotes some pages to the daughters of 6f Robert and Tabitha. 
Agnes 7k married 1 7 4 7 Charles Arrington I Harrington and resided in Chatham 
Co NC. Agnes and sons Thomas and Philemon Harrington deeded land in Chat­
ham joining the land where the courthouse then stood. In 1780, Agnes deeded 
to son Philemon land joining William Hill and William Bryant, evidently her 
brother 7e William and sister 7n Mary who married a Bryant, and indicating 
that these three of Robert and Tabitha's children moved from Halifax to 
Chatham. 

In 1803 , a William Hill of Halifax provided in his will for his aunt Lurancy 
(Lewraina) Arrington, Robert and Tabitha's daughter. Lurancy received 
property for her support and the support of William's three children, who Bell 
does not name. After Aunt Lurancy's death, William's three children were to 
receive the property left to Lurancy, suggesting perhaps that William was then 
a widower who placed his three children in Aunt Lurancy's keeping. 

Bell believes this was 7a William, son of Sion Junior, but admits that she is 
not certain. But Craft has William, son of Sion Junior, as married to Susan­
nah Smither, making him who we know as 7a .William of Town Fork, and 
William of Town Fork died in Surry (Stokes) NC c1787 leaving a will which did 
not mention an Aunt Lurancy. This further adds to the controversy, of which 
William of Town fork - of whomever parents - is the prime ingredient. Our 
speculation, and JH's data on his William in Chatham Co NC, indicate that 
the William in Chatham Co, he of the four wives, was 7e William, the son of 6f 
Robert and Tabitha. 

Bell, citing Boddie: 7k Agnes, daughter of 6f Robert and Tabitha, was born 
c1730, died Chatham NC c1797, married 1747 Fayette District NC Charles 
Harrington. 8th generation children -

8th John 
Charles 
Drury 
Mary 
Philemon 

m Frances Bust 
b c1748 m Patience Braysdale 
b 1751 m Rachel Petty 
b before 1756 m Abner Landrum 
bc1757 m Frances Harmon 
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Thomas b 1760 m Higdon 
Tabitha m Robert Johnson 
Whitmel m Sarah Rowe 
Bell: Some of these above are in records of Hickman Co TN. 

Philemon Arrington I Harrington, above , born 1757, died 1803 (Chatham NC 
will). married Fannie Harmon who died after 1822 . Children, 9th generation-
9th William b c1782 , age 67 in 1850 Hickman TN census 

Nancy b c1784 m William Maddox 
Larany bc1786 m James McCaleb Jr 
Drury b 1788 m Mary Maddox 
Dempsey b c 1790 
Polly/ Mary bc1798 m Enos Coleman. Mary d c1840 Hickman TN 

7j Tabitha married a Chapman (handwritten margin David) . 
8th generation son John Chapman mentioned in her father 6f Robert 
Hill's will. 

7o Mllibry was apparently not married (handwritten margin: Matthew Gibbs). 

We do not vouch for the handwritten margin notes as those of Bell. 

Bell believes that these named daughters were living near father 6f Robert in 
Halifax NC at the time of his death in 1762. 

Bell combines three sons of 6f Robert in one paragraph, little being known of 
these. Dts and JH, following, add to these. 

7e William, eldest son of6fRobert and Tabitha, "born ante 1714". In 1789, he 
deeded land in Chatham NC to William Clanton Hill of Halifax NC. In 1790, 
William of Chatham conveyed land in Franklin NC to his son Richard. In 
1793, William conveyed land in Chatham to John Bull, witnessed by Henry 
Hill and Gravis George . 

Constructing from Dts and JH, we think Richard and William Clanton Hill 
were 8th generation sons of 7e William, and that Henry was 9th generation son 
of William Clanton Hill . 

Bell: Other deeds of later dates in Chatham show a William C. Hill, whose 
1803 will was in Halifax, as above, naming 7L Aunt Lurancy. This would 
appear to be William Clanton Hill, son of 7e William who Dts has as marrying 
Elizabeth Clanton in Chatham 1752 , the year of William Clanton Hill's birth. 
There is some uncertainty, for 7e William seems to have journeyed from Halifax 
to Chatham to Georgia, where he died 1809, and William Clanton seems to 
have been born in Chatham and to have died in Halifax. 

Bell has little on 6f Robert and Tabitha's son 7g Sion, except for his 1780 will 
in Wake Co NC, naming wife Sarah and children, who Bell does not list. Bell 
has nothing on 7h Abner. JH has Abner married Sarah, resided in Chatham. 
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Bell: 7f Green Hill, second son of 6f Robert and Tabitha, born 1714 Isle of 
Wight Va , died before 1769. Marrted 1739 Grace Beqnett, born 26 Apr 1721, 
died 1772. Green and Grace lived in NC. Bell thus disagrees with Craft, who 
has 7c Green, who marrted Grace Bennett, as the son of 6g Sion Junior. We 
plead uncertainty, and assign the Green Hill who married Grace Bennett the 
double number 7-c-f. 

' 

17 43 Green Hill granted 100 acres Bertie Co NC 
1758 Green Hill, vestryman St George Parish, ~orthampton Co NC 
1 762 Green Hill of Edgecombe NC deeded to Sion Hill of Halifax. 

7-f-c Green Hill's will1766, proved Northampton NC 1769 (age 55), named wife 
Grace and seven 8th generation children -

8th Hency 
Bennett 
Green (II) 
Mary 
Sarah 
Elizabeth 

The 1766 date of Green's will, the dates of his Illarriage and death, indicate 
that his children were born 1739 to 1769. Accordingly, we do not look for our 
William among the progeny of 7-f-c Green and Grace. 7-c-f Green Hill and 
Grace could easily have been near neighbors to the Hills along the Meherrin, 
despite the several counties menUoned. 

Bell goes into greater <;letail with her 7i Thomas, youngest son of 6f Robert and 
Tabitha. Thomas was born c1725, Bell believes in VA before his parents 
"moved" to NC, died 1789 "probably in· Halifax" NC. He was a soldier and 
patriot, and "the Lord's Proprietor" for the Earle of Granville. A closer look is 
due here for more certainty of his standing with Granville who was, himself, 
one of His Majesty's Lords Proprietors. More likely, Thomas was an agent for 
Granville and empowered to execute grants in Granville's name. 

Bell: 7i Thomas grew up in Edgecombe and Halifax NC. Edgecombe was formed 
from Bertie in 17 41, and Halifax was formed from Edgecombe 1758. These 
cornered with VA counties at the eleven-county corner at the Roanoke River. 
Thomas and wife Sarah lived their lives near father 6f Robert and Thomas' 
brothers and sisters. ~ has Thomas' '"1fe as Sarah Etheridge. Bell's land 
records of 7i Thomas -

11742 . 
21743 
31752 

41763 

Entered land Edgecombe NC 
Entered 220 and 500 acres, Edgecombe 
Entered 640 acres Johnston Co NC, Swift Creek, near the purchase 

of Capt. James Wooten 1752. (Thomas' son Benjamin marrted 
Mary Wooten) _· 

Thomas sold 250 acres in Johnston Co to Day Wright 
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5 Per Deeds of Colonial Bu te Co NC, Warren Co records, 
a 1764 Joseph Montford to Thomas Hill, both of Halifax, 425 acres on 

Shocco and Fishing Creek and Maple Branch. 
b Heseciah Terrell to Thomas Hill of Halifax, 422 acres on Sandy Creek, 

Witnesses Thomas Hill Junior, Beaumont Sutton. 

In 1787, the NC courts awarded 7i Thomas 222 Pounds for services rendered. 
This was after the War For Independence, and may have been for military 
s ervice, or for his aid with the former lands of the Earl of Granville, now con­
fiscated by the new State of North Carolina. 

Bell has 7i Thomas living near Scotland Neck in Halifax NC at the time of his 
death, and the father of nine 8th generation sons and daughters . 

Thomas' will , in summary - "I Thomas Hill of Halifax County and State of 
North Carolina . 27 Nov 1787 . to wife Sarah, 1,040 acres with manor plan­
tation east side of Fishing Creek and 4 70 acres west side of Fishing Creek, the 
still, and chattels, to be divided after her death among sons Thomas, Benja­
min, and Robert , and daughters Elizabeth Jones and Mary Jones . To 
grandsons James Long and Henry Hill Long, 850 acres plus 100 acres called the 
Buffalow Bottom. To granddaughter Sally Long, negroes . To these three , 
several negroes, livestock at daughter Anna Long's . To daughter Fanna 
MacNeal, negroes . To grandson Willace Alston, 200 acres on Fishing Creek 
joining Phillip Alston. To grandson Thos. Alston, 425 acres on Great Fishing 
Creek and Shoko Creek. To granddaughter Salley Mason Alston, negroes. To 
son Richard, five shillings. To grandson Hill Jones, 700 acres at Peech Tree on 
both sides of Bear Branch. 

Executors wife Sarah, son Robert, and Edward Jones. 
Witnesses James Heath, Thos. S. Hall, Jno. Hervey, Robert Jones. 

These landmarks help us position Thomas and Sarah. Shocco Creek was the 
1779 dividing line in old Bute County which separated the new counties 
Warren on the north and Franklin on the south. The Shocco begins in War­
ren, divides Warren from Franklin, picks up Maple Branch just before entering 
Fishing Creek at the southeast comer of Warren. Fishing Creek is the dividing 
line between Halifax on the north and Nash and Edgecombe on the south. 
Peachtree and Little Peachtree Creeks begin in Franklin (near Red Bud Creek 
earlier mentioned) and join just inside Nash County, west of Nashville NC. 

Thomas and Sarah's 1 ,040-acre manor plantation was on the east side of 
Fishing Creek, in Halifax County per his will, with 4 70 acres on. the west side 
of Fishing Creek. Using today's maps, this would indicate that Thomas and 
Sarah lived on Fishing Creek, the dividing line between present Halifax and 
Nash counties. Nash was formed from Halifax in 1777, twelve years before 
Thomas' death . We conclude that Thomas and Sarah lived and died on the 
east. actually the north side, of Fishing Creek in the southwest comer of Hali­
fax, near the east corner of Warren and Franklin counties , about where In­
terstate Highway I-95 now crosses the Nash - Halifax county line . We 
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conclude that FishP1g Creek ran through Sarah's plantation of two and a third 
square miles, the manor house and 1,040 acres in Halifax, 4 70 acres in Nash. 

Sarah 7i, widow of Thomas, made her will 1791 in Halifax. She divided her 
estate among her three daughters Sally, Fanny, and Nanny, except for one colt 
left to Christian Lassiter. JH, in discussing the Provincial records of his 
Abner and Thomas Hill (presumably 7h and 7i) refers to a D.A.R. Roster which 
lists these and Abner and William Laseter, Sr. JH lists a land deed, William 
Hill of Edgecombe to William Harries, on Peachtree Creek, with William 
Larsiter and Abner Hill as witnesses. 

Bell finds 71 Thomas and Sarah's son Richard and wife Frances in Johnston 
Co NC, on the Swift Creek land deeded to him by his father. Richard sold in 
1770, and he and brother Thomas were still in Johnston 1782. Thomas Junior 
married Elizabeth Gamer, 

Jessie Lynn Bell descends from Benjamin, son of 6i Thomas and Sarah, 
and his wife Mary Wooten, born 1787 Johnston Co NC, thence -

Great-great-grandparents William Hill and John Hill, brothers 
Great - grandparents John Calvin Hill and Samuel Shaw Hill Sr. brothers 
Grandparents John Thomas Hill and Sarah Ida Hill Hill 
Parents Susie Hill Lynn and Robert Hearsey 

We leave Bell, after enjoying her company through the generations. She 
has not shown us our William, at least not sufficiently that we recognize him, 
but she has taken us among Hills who knew our William and his parents, 
whomever these might have been. We are grateful. 
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FIVE 

We tum next to Dts. Dts' is an awesome piece of work, the finest 
catalog of Hills that we have seen - thirty:·six pages of fine print, nearly 1,800 
names arranged by generations. Dts has, by request, graciously shared this 
fine work with us, and it not being in published form in the public domain, we 
respect privacy and do not furnish an address. We hope to see Dts in print, 
that others engaged in the quest might benefit fn;>m a job of work well and 
truly done. 

Dts has studied some of the ~arne sources found in Craft and Bell, but adds 
datfi which we have not found in these. Our conclusion is that Dts has taken 
a broad and focused look, not only at the Craft and Bell sources, but at 
sources additional to these. Dts' is a Usttng of the generations, not intended as 
a biography. We will, as before, respect the integrity of Dts' work but not 
repeat evezything said by Craft and Bell. We will attempt to identify the "new" 
data found in Dts. We use our own numbering, just as in Craft and Bell, for 
tracking the same people through all of these works. 

Dts commences at Generation 3a Robert Hill Senior and wife Anne Kinge, 
1500's A.D., in Wiveton, Norfolk, England, thence substantially as Craft and 
Bell to 5b Sion W. Hill Senior and wife Elizabeth Smith. Unless we have 
missed it, this is the sole mention of the middle initial of Sion W. Hill Senior. 
"W" for William? ? 

Dts: 5b Sion W. Hill Senior was born 1654 Isle of Wight VA, died 1705 Lawnes 
Creek Parish Suny Co VA, married 1677 Suny VA Elizabeth Smith. Children, 
with a differing order from Bell -

6f Robert, born 1678 StinyVA, died 1765 Halifax NC, married cl711 Tabi-
tha (Green} Browne, b 1690 Edgecombe NC, died 1765 Halifax NC. 

++ This is the only found account of Tabitha's full name. Dts' 
parentheses are taken to indicate that Tabitha was a widow 
Browne, whose maiden name was Green. This would certainly 
add light - or further shadow - to the origins of Green Hill. 

7th generation sons fllld daughters of 6f Robert and Tabitha, listed in Dts' 
order-

7g Sion Hill "Junior", born 1716 Isle of Wight VA, died 1782 Wake NC. 
married c 17 40 Sarah. "Junior" probably denotes status as younger 
than 5b Sion Senior and his son 6g Sion Junior. (An actual "move".) 

7f Green, born cl718 Isle of Wight, married c1738 Letitia Chapman, born 
c1718. We note that Craft and Bell have this 7f Green, son of 
6fRobert as the 7-c-fGreen Hill who married Grace Bennett. 

7h Abner, born 1719 Jsle of Wight, nothing further. JH of Chatham 
Co NC has Abner married Sarah, and a prominent resident of 
Chatham - Captain of troops and a presiding Justice. 
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7j Tabitha, born 1721, married 1765 Halifax NC DaVid Chapman. 
7L Lewraina, born 1724, married c1750 W1lliam (Harrington) Arrington 

++ Here, Dts begins the children "born in Bertie NC". Dts no doubt has 
sources upon which the Bertie births are based, but we remind that the survey 
of 1728 probably severed former Isle of Wight land to Bertie NC, and that the 
change in places of birth does not prove a change in places of residence. The 
probability is that these after 1728 were indeed born in the portion of Bertie 
which in 1741 became Northampton, and that these were born near the 
Meherrin River as probably were the earlier children. 

7m Ann, born 1726 Bertie NC, married c1752 John Steed. 
7n Mruy, born 1728 Bertie NC, married c1748 W1lliam Bcyant 
7k Agnes, born 1730 Bertie NC, died c1797 Chatham NC, married c1747 

Edgecombe NC Charles (Harrington) Arrington 
7i Thomas, born 1730 Isle of Wight VA(??), died 1789 Halifax NC, married 

1747 Sarah Etheridge, Fayetteville Dist NC, born c1730. 
++ Craft and Bell did not give the hame Etheridge. 

7e William Sr born cl731 Bertie NC, died 1809 Jasper Co GA 
wife 1 Charity Lewis born c1731 
wife 2 Elizabeth Clanton born c1735, married 1752 Chatham NC 
wife 3 Unknown born c 1764, married c 1784 
wife 4 Lydia (White) Jones, born c1750, marrted1799 Greene Co GA 

7o Mllibry F. bom c1735 Bertie NC, married c1755 Matthew Gibbs (J. 
i-I1ll says John Will1amson) · 

Dts follows these descendants of 6f Robert and Tabitha and their migrations, 
whereas we shall not, there being no obVious clue to our William. We will 
"adopt" Dts' 1,800 H1lls as our kin, with some reasonable expectation that they 
are indeed so. 

We follow Dts in 6g Sion H111 Junior, son of 5b Sion W. Senior, born 1682 
Suny VA, died after 1762 Edgecombe NC. We caution that little is found other 
than his Surry Va birth to connect Sion Junior to the Meherrin area of his 
brothers 6f Robert, 6h Richard, and 6k WilHam and their uncle 5a Robert. This 
does not prove his absence from the Meherrin, and more needs to be known of 
the period between his birth in Surry VA and his death in Edgecombe NC. 

Dts has 6g Sion Junior's Wife 1 as Elizabeth Browne, born cl682, married 
1707. As Wife 2 and the mother of Sion Junior's earlier children, Elizabeth 
Marriott, born c1687 Surry VA, died c1710 VA, married June 1707 Surry NC. (? 
We suspect Surty .YA). As Wife 3, and mother of Sion Junior's later children, 
married after 1710 Wife Green, born c1690, died c1739, age about 49. 

In Craft and Bell, we found confusion among their sources over two 
wives of Sion Junior, and which wife was the mother of which children. Here, 
Dts has three wives and the children of each. ' 
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Children of6g Sion Junior and Wife 1 Browne­
None Usted by Dts. 

Children of Sion Junior and Wife 2 Marriott ·-
7a Wt11fam Senior, born 1710 Isle of Wight VA, died Feb 1787 Suny, now 

Stokes, NC. Married 1736 Wife 1 and mother of William's children, 
I I , Susanah Smither, King George Co VA (Caroline Co VAl bornc1710 

died before 1777. 
7a Will1am's Wife 2, married after 1763, Elizabeth W1lliams. 

Dts thus agrees with Craft and Bell that 7a W1lliam of Town Fork was 
the son of 6g Sion Junior, and disagrees with Jcb and RH. But Dts and Craft 
and Bell cite many of the same sources and presumably got their information 
from Em!: or from Fair's sources, whereas Jcb and RH rely on other sources. 

Children of Sion Junior and Wife 3 Green -
7b Mary, born 1712, married Edward Jones Jr, c1700- c1724 

Mary and Jones were parents of son Col. Sugar Jones and daugh­
ter Frances J::Uzabeth Jones who married Joel Halbert Sr., parents 
of Hanniniah Elizabeth Halbert who married William Hill Junior, 
son of Mary Hill Jones' half-brother W1lliam 7a of Town Fork. 

The above 7a is Wmfam of Town Fork, who from the 1770's to the 1780's 
was a very near neighbor of Halberts on and near Town Fork in the part of 
Surry NC which became Stokes NC. Dts here interlinks the famUies Hill. 
Smither. Jones. Green. and Halbert, and points to 6g S,ion Junior's third wife 
Green as the possible beginning of the generations of Green Hill(s). 

7-c-f Green Hill Senior, son ofSion Junior's 3d Wife Green, born 21 Nov 1714 
Bute Co NC, presently Franklin Co. died 1769 Northampton Co NC, 
married 1738-39 Bute NC Grace Bennett, born 26 Apr 1721 Bute, died 
1772 Bute. 

Dts disagrees with Craft and Bell's 7f Green as son of 6f Robert and Tabitha, 

7d Abner Hill. born cl718 Suny VA, married c1740 Sarah, born c1720. 
Craft and Bell do not follow Abner. 

This 7d Abner, son of 6g Sion Junior, is separate from 7h Abner, son of 
6f Robert and Tabitha. 

The above showing 7 -c-f Green's birth in Bute and death in Northampton sug­
gests that perhaps his father 6g $ion Junior removed from the Meherrin and 
spent at least some time in Bute, and that Green returned to the land of his 
elders and kin by the Meherrin where he died. 

Dts reports descent as from Green H111 Senior and wife Grace Bennett, 
by whatever number we assign and whomever his parents were, and we would 
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surmise careful and obvious attention to Green Hill and the several Green 
Hills who followed. But if Dts began the catalog with self first, as is the logical 
place to start, and then moved up the generations to William of Town Fork and 
thence to Sion Junior, Dts no doubt encountered the disputed links endemic 
to these generations. We will only say that Dts and Bell and Craft agree, and 
that Jcb and RH disagree. JH is silent. 

The problem which this makes for us is this . If 6g Sion Junior did in fact have 
a son William, and if this was not in fact William of Town Fork, then who and 
where and when was this William? Is there an extra William? Does he belong 
to us? 

From those above in Dts, we might look to the 7 -c-f Green Senior, or the 7d 
Abner. For 7-c-f Green ,the age is right , the geography is right , Bertie-Bute­
Franklin-Northampton. 

We do not know from the record where 7d Abner and Sarah were when they 
married about 1740, about when our William was born. Dts gives only the 
names and dates for Abner and Sarah, no mention of places other than his 
birthplace Suny VA . No mention of children . One compelling question is -
Were Abner and Sarah by the Meherrin in Southampton VA when our William 
was born? Our William named a daughter Sarah. But he married Sarah. Was 
the daughter named for William's mother, or for his wife? 

We look to Dts for a likely William in the descendants of 7-c-f Green Senior 
and Grace. Married 1738-39 is about right, Bute County is not far from 
Southampton VA. Green and Grace's children-

Henry, born Feb 1739-40 
Green, born Nov 1741 
Hannah, born Aug 1745, Bute 

+ Benett, born Dec 1747, Bute. 
+ William, born Feb 1749/50. All born later than our William 

Mary, born May 1754 Bute 
Sarah, born Apr 1756 Bute 
Temperance, born 1761 Bute 
Elizabeth, born Jul 1763 Bute 

+ See later Bennett and William and the Will of Green Hill's lands. 

We turn to Dts' account of 6h Richard, son of 5b Sion W. Hill Senior. 
Richard 6h was born 1684 Suny VA, died Aug 1775 Sussex VA, married 1713 
Hannah Briggs, children below. This after-1775 date of 6h Richard's death dif­
fers from the 1722-23 date earlier found, and might indicate two Richards. 

Sussex was erected in 1753 from the westerly end of Surry, per Dts the home 
county of 6h Richard and his brothers and their father Sion Senior. Sussex 
may have been formed from the lower Parish of Surry, for we recall that for 
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importing persons into VA, Sion Senior was granted land in "Upper Parish" of 
Surry. Sussex now joins Southampton, and corners with former Brunswick 
and present Greensville on the Meherrin River. We thus believe that this 6h 
Richard was very near to the Southampton birth place of our William, and we 
think it more than coincidence that years later our William and a Richard Hill 
were neighbors in Surry NC. We think it likely that our William and his 
Carolina neighbor Richard both came from these families by the Meherrin in 
VA. 

Children of 6h Richard and Hannah Briggs 
7 Green? born 1714 (Dts' question, must have some doubt) 
7 Mary born cl716, married cl725 Suny VA William Malone 
7 John born 1718 Suny VA, died Jan 1765, married 1742 Mildred Gilliam 
7 Richard, Captain, born 1720 Suny VA, died Jul 1795 Sussex VA, mar­

ried 1742 Margery Gilliam, born cl726, died cl785. 

The 8th generation children of John Hill and Mildred Gilliam -
Mary born cl743, married Sturcavant 
Sally born cl744, married Green 
Nancy born cl746 , married Williams 
Burrell born cl748 
Elizabeth born cl750, married Spane 
John born c 1752 
Tabitha born cl754, married Webb 

All born later than 
our William 

Susannah born cl756, married Richard Horn 
Lucy born cl763 died cl823 Person Co NC, m Joel Newman 
Rebecca born cl775, married Sep 1795 Sussex VA Shadrach Horn 

The 8th generation children of Richard Hill and Margery Gilliam -
Sarah (Sallie) 1743-1813 m 1st William Ruffin , 2d James Smith 
William Gilliam Hill bornl746 - died 1764, 
William Gilliam Hill, second, was born 1765, year following 
Hannah born 17 48 m Ephraim Parham 
Green born 1752 Sussex, m Mary Booth 

+ Richard born 1754, died unknown 
+ Thomas born 1757, died unknown 

+early censuses of Surry NC show a Richard and a Thomas 
of this age group (over 45) as near neighbors of our William 
of Tararat. They were all on the Tararat and its waters. 

Mary 1760- 1761 
Henry 1 762 - 1 763 
Howell 1 762 - 1 763 
Rebecca born cl768, married 1788 Nicholas Long. 

If these four seventh generation above are all of 6h Richard's children , and if 
the Eighth above are all of 6h Richard's grandchildren, and we have no 
controverting evidence, then we do not find our William in this family. 
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But Richard 6h, born in 1684, married Hannah in 1713 when he was age 29. 
Dts does not list an earlier wife , or any children born to Richard before h is 
marriage to Hannah. But 29 is fairly late in life for a first marriage, and this 
raises a possibility that Richard might have been married before he married 
Hannah , and that there might have been children of an earlier marriage. The 
children listed by Dts were born during the first seven years of 6h Richard and 
Hannah's marriage, period 1714 to 1720, and we have to at least think about 
whether our William might fit as 6h Richard's grandson from an earlier 
marriage, or as a later-born son of 6h Richard and Hannah. 

Could not Richard have had children born, say 21 years after he was born in 
1684? A hypothetical chronology, with no sustaining evidence -

Richard born 1684, marry a first wife at age 21 1705 
Children born 20-year period 1705 to 1725 
Grandchildren born 1725 to 1745 =the period of our William's birth. 

Were there half-brothers and half-sisters to the children of 6h Richard and 
Hannah? Dts lists none , and we know of none. Not having an answer is a 
good enough reason for asking. 

So we do not fmd our William named in the family of 6h Richard and Hannah, 
or the families of children(? Green) , Mary, John, or Richard. 

It may be nothing more than coincidence that John married Mildred Gilliam, 
Richard married Margery Gilliam and named two sons William Gilliam Hill, 
and that a William Gilliam administered The Pilot Mountain and its lands 
along the Tararat River in Surry NC, joining the plantation of our William of 
Tararat and in sight of the Richard and Thomas Hill who lived on the Tararat 
near our William. We write nothing more than coincidence into it , and 
recommend reading nothing more than coincidence out of it. 

_./ 

6i Thomas Hill, Captain, son of 5b Sion Senior, was born 1686 Suny VA, 
died 1737 Suny VA, married c1710 Priscilla Grey, born 1692, died 1761 , and 
their one son 

7 Charles , born 1726 Suny VA, married c1746 Sarah Bell. 

Dts does not list any other children for Thomas and Priscilla, and we cannot 
but wonder whether the list is complete. Thomas died a relatively young man, 
and son Charles was born 16 years after his marriage to Priscilla. Could there 
have been more children, one of them a William? 

6j Michael, son of 5b Sion Senior, was born 1688 Suny VA, died 1755, 
married c1710 Elizabeth R. Mitchell, born c1690. 

7 Son Michael born Feb 1720-21, married c1740 Susannah Cook, 
born c1722. Two daughters, 

8th Elizabeth and 8th Ann 

42 Wade's DRAFT Dec 1997 



Is the list complete? We know nothing more of 6j Michael and son Michael. 

In Dts we come next, and from Craft and Bell return to, 6k William, for 
in Craft and Bell we find him in the right place at the right time for our 
William of Tararat, born on the Meherrin River before 1740. 

We believe that close attention is due to 6k William. The evidence available to 
us from Craft and Bell and Dts, and there being nothing further in hand, we 
would with reservation eliminate - no , we would subordinate - brothers 6f 
Robert and 6h Richard , for their families seem to be well reported and we do 
not find our William there. 6k William may, or may not, be equally well 
reported in the sources relied upon by these six contributors. We have in Craft 
and Bell no mention whatever of 6k William's wife and family, and in Dts we 
have only the name of his wife and three children, with no grandchildren 
mentioned. We think there might be more to this famly, and our interest is 
honed, perhaps to a too-keen edge. But of all the likely candidates, and based 
upon the little we know, this 6k William is a contender for our one vote. 

Dts: 6k William, son of 5b Sion Senior and Elizabeth , was born 1690 Suny 
VA, died after 1745 Northampton Co NC. Married about 1710 Ann DeLoach , 
born c1690. Three children-

7th Celia, born c1712 , married c1732 Phillips, born c1710 
7th Ann, born c1715- nothing further 
7th William DeLoach Hill, born c1718- nothing further . 

Even with this little, Dts has more detail than do Craft and Bell, and therefore 
we believe there has to be a source for Dts' material. Only Dts has the wife of 
6k William as Ann DeLoach, only Dts has the three children. This 6k William 
is adjunct to all of the contributors here studied, and we would therefore not 
expect to find full exploration of his life and times. But we are encouraged 
that Dts found him, found his wife , found his children. Perhaps so , too, can 
we. 

Again, is the list complete? We know of no other name than William for ours , 
and we think this William DeLoach Hill and his sisters were the rtgh t age to 
have been the generation immediately preceding our William. Dts does not 
carry this line farther , and we have few clues. 

In 1759, Northampton Deed of Gift 3-49(31), Francis DeLoach deeded 100 acres 
to "my cousin William Hill", on the south side of Cypress Swamp and Beaver­
dam, joining the county line, Thomas Williams, Thomas Brantley, and William 
Phillips. 

In 1760, Thomas Williams Jr deeded 50 acres and 100 acres to Thomas Brant­
ley, joining Cypress Swamp, the old county line, and William Hill. 
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In 1773, Northampton Deed 6-12(19) , William Hill and his wife Sarah of North­
ampton deeded 100 acres to William Blunt of Southampton VA. The descrip­
tion is identical to the 1759 gift from William's cousin Francis Deloach. 

In 1759, when Francis DeLoach gave the 100 acres to his cousin William Hill, 
6k William, husband of Ann DeLoach, was age about 69 years, and would have 
been an in-law of the family DeLoach. In 1759, William DeLoach Hill , son of 
6k William Hill and Ann DeLoach, was age about 41 years, and as son of Ann 
DeLoach Hill would have been a cousin of the family DeLoach. 

In 1759, our William, born 1725 to 1740, was age about 19 to 34 years, and we 
would think a probable age to have been a recipient of such a gift. We know 
from our William's family that his wife was Sarah, and this coincidence fits 
with the 1774 sale of the gifted land by William Hill and his wife Sarah. 

The evidence is too thin to support any conclusion that our William came from 
the family of 6k William Hill and Ann DeLoach, but the cumulative coinci­
dence is deserving of further development. 

We will suspend judgment of 6k William, pending JH, following. 
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SIX 

We next look at the work of JH, of Chatham Co NC, also not published 
and whose privacy will be respected. JH believes (1986) that he is descended 
from the families here . He begins with 4a Robert and Mary, then 5b Sion 
Senior, then 6f Robert and Tabitha. We chart JH's generations, as he has 
charted them, and continuing our numbering system. 

4a Robert Hill , from Northumberland, England, to Isle of Wight VA. Born 
1620, died 1679, married 1642 Mary Webb of County Kent, England, born 1621, 
died c1684 Suny Co VA. Two sons, as in the foregoing-

5a Robert Junior, born 1660, married 1688 Elizabeth Halleman. 

5b Sion (Senior) born 1654 Isle of Wight VA, died 1705, married 1677 Eliza­
beth Smith Splitimber. Five sons , same as Dts except omitting Dts' 6k 
William and wife Ann DeLoach. 

6f Robert, born 1682 Suny VA, died 1765, married 1713 in Isle of Wight VA, 
Tabitha, born 1684, died 1762 Halifax NC. Eleven children, as heretofore. 

7 William, b 1712, d 1793. Differs from Dts- William died 1809. 
8th Lewis Hill, died c 1795, married Rebecca Watkins, Nash Co NC 

(Dts has this William's first wife as Charity Lewis) . 
8th Sion Hill, died c1795, married Drewsilla, Nash Co NC 
8th Richard Hill , married Lydia Watkins of Nash and Franklin NC 
8th William Clanton Hill, born c1752 , died 1803, married 

Sarah Branch, Halifax-Edgecombe-Nash NC. 
(Dts has the father William's second wife as Elizabeth Clanton, 
married 1752, about when William Clanton Hill was born) 

9th generation children of William Clanton Hill 
James 
Martha 
Henry, born c1776, married Agnes Fike born 1773, of 

Halifax and Chatham NC 
1Oth Generation children of Henry and Agnes, and 

following to JH. 

JH lists a Chatham County family from the 1850 census, with a request for 
help. 

Isaac Hill, born 1809, wife Nancy, born 1806, and family ­
James R. 1836 (Civil War) 
John J . 1841 (Died in Civil War) 
Cella H. 1843 
Mary A. 1846 
Amanda E. 1847 
William H. Infant in 1850. 
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We find one Isaac, son of John , in the family of William of Middlesex, per Jcb 
and RH. 

JH continues his Hills , as we will not, for we do not fmd a clue to our William. 
RH has some of JH's Hills in his database. We will borrow from JH some of 
his research. 

7h Abner Hill born 1720, son of 6f Robert and Tabitha, married Sarah, 
Chatham Co NC. Abner was thus of an age to be among the possibilities as 
the father of our William. Abner and a Thomas Hill were appointed by the 
Provincial Congress as Captains in Revolutionary service. Abner later was a 
presiding Justice of Chatham County. A Richard Hill appears in the 1772 
roster in Captain Cain's Company of militia of Chatham Co. An undated bill of 
sale of Richard Hill is found in the Chatham records of the 1800's , 

This puts 7h Abner just about half-way between the Hills of the Meherrin area 
and Surry NC, where our William established himself by the Tararat. It is 
another coicidence, and we say nothing further except that our William is 
"lost" for the time between his birth in Southampton 1725 to 1740 and his 
appearance in Surry with wife and two children in 1780. Our William is said 
by son Richard to have served in the Revolution "from the beginning" and to 
have enlisted , or re-enlisted in Surry in 1780. Our William is reported by 
Richard's affiants to have returned to Surry after war's end, but William does 
not appear again in Surry records until the 1790's. We cannot "place" William 
during these lapses in the records, and cannot rule out Chatham County as a 
place of his presence. 

JH has several land transactions in the counties earlier mentioned as the 
site(s) of the Hills , which we will here add to some already mentioned as a 
composite account- Book and Page where known. 

1 28 Feb 1733, 6k William was granted 100 acres in Northampton Co NC, 
joining his brother 6f Robert Hill, on the south side of the Meherrin 
River and on the north side of Fountain's Creek. (In 1733 "Northamp­
ton" had not been formed , still part of Bertie. "Northampton Precinct"? 

2 04 Mar 1718, 100 acres patented by Nicholas Smith (county not stated by 
JH, Craft or Bell) 

3 20 Feb 1736, the same patented by William DeLoach and 6k William Hill 
08 Nov 17 42, William DeLoach deeded same to William Hill. "William 
Hill is mentioned as living at this time on land lying in Bertie County on 
the north side of Cypress Swamp taken into the Colony by the county 
line ." 

4 1725 6f Robert Hill granted 160 acres south side of Fountain's Creek 
Northampton Co NC 

5 1737 Robert to Thomas DeLoach 80 acres. DeLoach deeded same to 
Thomas Tarver. 

6 1738 6f Robert granted 200 acres south side of Blue Marsh Edgecombe 
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7 1740 6f Robert deeds 75 acres of same to William Hickman, witness 
Thomas Hill 

8 1802 William Hill of Hancock Co Georgia, to Enoch Hill of Chatham 
NC, witness Henry Hill. Dts has William Hill who married 
Elizabeth Clanton of Chatham NC died Jasper Co GA 1809. 

Nash Co, Book and Page 
00-145 William of Edgecombe to C Williams part of Wm's 1760 grant 206 

acres Swift Creek, granted to William by Earl of Granville 1760. 
00-214 William Hill of Edgecombe toW Harris, part of Robert Hill's 200 

acre grant Peachtree Cr.1745, William Larsiter and AbneRHl, witnesses 
01-12 1778 Wm Hill of Nash to Sion and Lewis Hill, all of his lands in Nash 

William had already deeded to his sons Lewis and Sion on Red Bud 
Creek in Nash. Here he sells all of his lands in Nash. 

0 1-1 0 1 Thomas Lewis of Halifax to Wm Hill of Edgecombe 1 00 acres on 
Swift Creek. Dts: William Hill's first wife was Charity Lewis. 

01-124 1779 Wm Hill of Chatham Co to A Bass, witness Lewis Hill. 
01-125 1779 Wm Hill of Chatham to T Lewis 160 acres join Sion and Lewis 
01-213 1780 Sion & wife Drewsilla Hill toT Lewis , on Swift Creek 
01-254 1779 Wm Hill of Chatham to J Walker 200 acres , part of grant' 

Witnesses Thomas Hill, Lewis Hill 
01-264 1782 Wm Hill of Chatham to B Boothe of Edgecombe 340 acres 

Witness Sion Hill 
01-372 1782 Wm Hill of Chatham Co to Lewis Hill of Nash 160 acres, 

Witnesses Richard and Lydia Hill. 
02-173 1779 State to Wm Hill, Nash Co, 640 acres Red Bud Creek 
04-64 1789 Lewis Hill and wife Rebecca of Nash, living on Red Bud Creek 
929.3N8n.W339ab (Library No. for abstract?) William Hill to Sion and 

Lewis Hill, Sion to Lewis Hill, Lewis Hill to D Mann 

Time may tell us whether JH tells us a lot , or tells us nothing, about our 
William of Tararat. 

47 Wade's DRAFT Dec 1997 



CONCLUSION 

Thus, from the six works we identifY Hills along the Meherrin River. We 
have sorted, or attempted to sort, the make-up and break-up of the several 
counties which have the Meherrin in common. We have tracked the Hills 
through the generations and found those most likely to have been on , at, or 
near the Meherrin , in the right place at the right time to have been the family 
of our William Hill. 

We see that old Isle of Wight VA extended from the James River to the Roanoke 
River, and that it thus encompassed the Meherrin River- Southampton site of 
our William's birth. We see that old Isle of Wight was parent to Southampton 
County VA. We see that in 1728, the VA-NC line was straightened and moved, 
and that following the survey, VA ceded a 25-mile-wide strip of former VA to 
NC. We believe this cession included the part of old Isle of Wight VA which 
within twelve years became Northampton NC. 

The survey and cession were during the time frame given us by our William's 
daughter Sarah and his son Richard, for our William's birth, 1725 -1740. This 
fifteen-year period and the old usage of "Precincts" for "Counties" and the 1749 
erection of Southampton as a County after our William was born, all impede a 
factual determination of precisely where William was born, and what Hills were 
in that precise place. 

Not once is "Southampton" mentioned in the six studies of the Hills of 
Meherrin and our mentions of Southampton arise from our William's son Ri­
chard, whose affidavit gave Southampton as William's birthplace. Our conclu­
sion is that William was not - technically - born in Southampton "County", 
but was more likely born in Southampton "Precinct" of Isle of Wight. This, too, 
is imprecise and leaves undetermined whether William was -

(a) born in a part of Isle of Wight's "Southampton Precinct" severed to 
Bertie- Northampton NC by the 1728 survey, or 

(b) born in a part of Isle of Wight's "Southampton Precinct" west of the 
Meherrin and north of the colony line and transferred to Brunswick in 1732, or 

(c) born in a part of "Southampton Precinct" which remained with Isle of 
Wight after the survey and cession, and in 1749 became Southampton 
"County". 

We ponder this What - If for two reasons. ( 1) We seek to find the precise place 
of William's birth as a means of identifying the Hills in the right place at the 
right time. (2) We think it logical to study these known Hills before searching 
for others. 

We think it possible - even probable - that if our William was born between 
1725 and 1728 in Southampton Precinct of Isle of Wight, he could very 
probably have been born to or among the Hills of Fountains Creek - Cypress 
Swamp - Meherrin River. and if so, he might have remained in Southampton 
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Precinct of Isle of Wight and been cast to Brunswick when Brunswick received 
Isle of Wight territory in 1732, or he might have been cast to Bertie­
~orthampton NC when the colony line was changed in 1728. 

If our William was born in Southampton Precinct of Isle of Wight between 1728 
and 1740, he likely was born north and east of the Meherrin and north of the 
colony line, in what became Southampton County in 1749. In such event, 
William was probably born in Southampton "Precinct" and grew up in South­
ampton "County". 

This latter probability directs our attention to two Northampton NC land 
records, both dated 1759. (1) In Northampton Deed 3-48(30), Benjamin Clifton 
deeded to Thomas Davidson170 acres "on the north side of Meherrin River . . 
joining Benjamin Hill's former corner". (2) In Northampton Deed 3-53(33), 
John Thorn received a Granville Grant of 421 acres "in No. West Parish, 
joining the north side of Meherrin River and Henry Hill". These deeds place 
Benjamin and Henry Hill north of the Meherrin and proximate to Southamp­
ton VA, within 15 years following our William's birth. Nothing more that these 
two records is presently known of this Benjamin and this Henry, and we add 
these to our list for further exploration . 

There being no mention of "Southampton" in these six studies, we cannot say 
with certainty what Hills were in actual Southampton "Precinct" I "County", 
before or after the 1 728 survey and the cession following. This would help us 
narrow the prospects, but we are not possessed of this data. 

We will mention, for the benefit of later search for our William and his kin , 
and refer to the maps herewith, that one of the Green Hills, probably 7-c-f 
Green the senior, evidently owned large tracts of land in the part of Northamp­
ton NC identified in the current map as "Urahaw Swamp". From land deeds, we 
are able to identify two Urahaw locations. In 1773, William Hill of Bute deeded 
to Jasper Parker, on both sides of Bear Swamp. Bear Swamp joins Urahaw 
Swamp south of the town of Lasker in Northampton. In 1773, Griffin deeded 
to Griffin, 200 acres on the south side of Bear Swamp, joining Barnes and 
Parker, the deed witnessed by Bennett Hill. In 1786, Caswell deeded to Gibson, 
joining Bear Swamp and "Hill". 

The second Urahaw location, southwest of the town of Lasker, is the joining of 
Quarter Swamp and Urahaw Swamp. In 1777, William Hill of Bute deeded 230 
acres to Thomas Knox, Northampton 6-196(221 ), devised by the will of Green 
Hill and including 130 acres deeded by John Bryan to Green Hill and 100 acres 
deeded by John Taylor to Green Hill. The land joined Urahaw Swamp and Hun­
ting Quarter Swamp, Thomas Bryan deceased, Samuel Peet, BD Washington, 
and Bass. The deed was witnessed by Bennett Hill. 

Also in 1777, William Hill of Bute deeded to Atherton, Northampton 6-123{156) 
150 acres joining Pollock and Gum Pond, and 12 acres joining Pollock and 
Bennett, witnessed by Bennett Hill. 
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In 1777, Bennett Hill deeded to Atherton, Northampton Deed 6-134( 164), 500 
~~-e~ "11 ~~ 4-"l-..e 1~-...:1 "t-..~---~~•L.~...:J ·~ n~--~·· I ~T•ll bw• llT:11:~m n~n-~+<- ~w·~~-· 1 {""\ 
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acres sold to Benjamin Bryant and "the graveyard". There might still be a 
"gra"e"ard" orounrl H .. ,. fluarter SuTamp - TTrabauT SuT.:>TY'IT"\ loc"'Hrvn ,....-f ;-n+<=>r<=><>+ V .J U. . .l. .1.'-'&. L..l..l.'-' ~ I.. .1. WY .L..I. \,..J.I. .U.A.VY YYLt..l..l...l..jJ .1. CA.L..I.V.&..&. , V.I. .l..l..ll..V.I.V tV L 

to the descendants of this Green Hill and this William and Bennett Hill. 

In 1777, John Bass deeded to Jethro Bass, Northampton 6-88(125) , 200 acres 
joining "Youahow" Swamp and "\Voolpitt" (\Volfpit?), Grady, Bryant, Alec Earp, 
and "Hill" . In 1777, Jethro Bass, Northampton 6-89(126) , deeded 120 acres to 
Alee Earp, joining the road, "Youahow" Swamp, Quarter Swamp, and "Hill". 

vVe associate these, Green, Vv"illiain, and Bennett Hill, as probably father 7-c-f­
Green and sons William and Bennett. Near these Urahaw locations, in the 
'"'Ur'"""n+ ""'"'""' ,...-f Northarmpto.... are Bryan+""'l1 ........ d L"'ssH~ .,. .. 0 r"""" .. ""'r1" ""'"""";"hl" '-' . J.\,... ~IL. .L.l...LQ..p VJ. J. J. .1..&. , J. t,..VYY CL.l..L a. .l.L\......L '-"' V~..::JJ.VGi.\...&.et, PV.:Jti:).l.LJ.I..Y 

named for the families Bryan and Lassiter associated with the Hills by 
marriage as earlier mentioned. 

So, in all of this did we find our William? If so, we fail to recognize him. 
Did we find where to look for him? We think so. vVe do believe that we have 
gone among old kin by the Meherrin River, and met people who knew our 
\Villiam, and that is closer than we have earlier come. 

Our William not being specifically identified, or inferred, we would put 
V,...u~.~ +,...l,...n+,... ._,... -f~n...:~~-g m,...~,... ,... .... +1-.,... ~am1'1 1'es know·n a-...:~ ,... .. ,..._,...,...._,......:~ <-o t-.,... • • ~ 
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resided by the Meherrin River and as near as we can place them to Southamp­
ton VA. There may very well be more, but we would begin with these-

(1) 5a Robert Junior and Elizabeth Halleman. 
6a John born 1692, age 33 to 48 in 1725 to 1740, a likely prospect. 

(2) 6f Robert and Tabitha. 
(3) 6h Richard and Hannah, or earlier wife. 
( 4) 6k William and Ann DeLoach 

7th \Villiam DeLoach Hill born el718, age 22 in 1740, a likely 
prospect, 

(5) Benjamin Hill, who owned land prior to 1759 north of the l\1eherrin 
and near the Southampton VA line, 

(6) Hen.r_y Hill, who O\\rned land 1.."1 1759 north of the Meherrin and near 
the Southampton VA line. 

Of these, the families of 6f Robert and 6h Richard appear - questionably - to be 
well reported, ruJ.d we do not flnd our \Villiru"ll or substantial clues. \Ve would 
give these lesser priority. 

The son and daughters of 5a Robert Junior and Elizabeth are named, but no 
biography is given. These are 6a John, 6b Margaret, 6c Elizabeth, 6d Arney, 
and 6e Mary. We believe these would be of the generation immediately prece­
ding our vVillian1, and that they were in a light place at the right tilne. We 
would give these higher priority, especially 6a John, about whom we know 
nothing more than his parents, his name, and the approxirnate year of his 
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birth and place of residence. 

We know nothing more about Benjamin and Henry Hill than is said above, but 
would give attention to their 1759 location, north of the Meherrin and there­
fore possibly with lands in both Northampton NC and Southampton VA. 

The family of 6k William Hill and Ann DeLoach has to be near the top of our 
list. We would give emphasis to son William DeLoach Hill , about whom we 
know little, except that he was a William Hill and son of the first William Hill 
known among these families , and that his father owned land with one William 
DeLoach. There being three Williams in this tie , we are drawn to the possibility 
that our own William might have descended from these two William Hill 
generations. 

Dts has 6k William married to Ann DeLoach, with Seventh Generation daugh­
ters Celia and Ann, and son William DeLoach Hill born about 1718, and age 22 
in 1740. Dts does not follow them further. These were of a right age , and in 
the right place, to have been the father , or the mother, of "William of Meher­
rin", better known to us as William of Tararat. 

We know from Craft and Bell that 6k William was at, on, or near the Meherrin 
River on or about the VA-NC Colony line between Northampton NC and South­
ampton, Greensville and Brunswick counties VA. From his land transactions 
beginning in 1733, and the time of his death after 1745 in Northampton NC, 
we know that he was in approximately the right place at the right time for the 
birth of our William. From Dts, we know that he had two daughters and a 
son , of the right age and in the right place to have been a parent of our 
William. 
~ 

From Craft and Bell, we know that 6k William owned land jointly with William 
DeLoach. From Dts, we know that 6k William married Ann DeLoach, and that 
they were parents of William DeLoach Hill, born c 1718, the right age and in 
the right place to have been the father of our William. 

We find in Northampton Deed 3-49(33) that in 1759 Francis DeLoach gave a 
"Deed of Gift" of 100 acres to "my cousin William Hill". We estimate that 6k 
William was in 1759 age about 69 years, and an "in-law" of the family DeLoach 
rather than a true "cousin". However, William DeLoach Hill, as son of Ann De­
Loach Hill, would have been a true "cousin" of the family DeLoach. In 1759, 
his age would have been about 41 years. Our William, born 1725 to 1740. 
would in 1759 have been age 19 to 34 years. 

The 1 00-acre tract given by Francis DeLoach to his cousin William Hill was on 
the south side of Cypress Swamp, site of 6k William Hill and Ann DeLoach. It 
joined Cypress Swamp, the County Line , Thomas Brantley, Thomas Williams, 
and William Phillips. 6k William and Ann's daughter Celia married in 1737 a 
Phillips. 
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In 1760, Northampton Deed 3-154(94), Thomas Williams Jr. deeded 150 acres 
to Thomas Brantley, joining Cypress Swamp, the old Co Line, and William Hill . 

In 1773, Northampton Deed 5-1223(313), Richard Wall deeded to Hart 285 
acres joining Cypress Swamp, Thomas Brantley, and William Blount. William 
DeLoach witnessed the deed. 

On 26 Nov 1774, William Hill and his wife Sarah of Northampton, in North­
ampton Deed 6-12( 19), deeded 100 acres to William Blunt, the description 
being exactly the same as for the gift of 100 acres from Francis DeLoach to his 
cousin William Hill in 1759. William and Sarah's deed was witnessed by 
William Phillips , Mark Phillips, and James Wasdin. 

In 1776, Northampton Deed 6-128(161), William Blunt deeded 350 acres to 
James Ingram, on Cypress Swamp, which may or may not have included the 
100 acres William Blount received from William and Sarah Hill. 

If, and it can only be said as if, this 1759 gift of 100 acres from Francis De­
Loach was to our William Hill , and if it was our William and wife Sarah "Sally" 
who sold this tract in 1774, then where were our William and Sarah from then 
until our William and Sarah appear in Surry NC in 1780 with two children? We 
know from son Richard's pension application that his father William served 
"from the beginning" of the War For Independence, so from 1775 or 1776 until 
he and Sarah and children arrived in Surry NC we might reasonably conclude 
that William was solidering and that Sarah and children were at home, wher­
ever that may have been. 

From the family of Sarah Hill Denney, daughter of our William, we know that 
her mother, our William's wife, was Sarah "Sally". We have in the above a deed 
of gift in 1759 from Francis DeLoach to his cousin William Hill, and we have 
William Hill and his wife Sarah disposing of the same tract in 1774. We place 
this William and Sarah on Cypress Creek, site of 6k William and Ann DeLoach, 
and their son William DeLoach Hill. The circumstances oblige in-depth explor­
ation of the William Hill- Ann DeLoach family. 

In the six works here examined, and in voluminous Hill literature, there is 
widely reported biography of 5b Sion Hill Senior and wife Elizabeth Smith , 
widow Splitimber, cited by many of the family biographers. We believe that a 
logical trail to follow in search of our William might lead thusly-

5b Sion W. Hill Senior and wife Elizabeth Smith, widow Splitimber 
5a Robert Hill and wife Elizabeth (Halleman ?) 

6a John Hill, son of 5a Robert & Elizabeth 
6k William Hill and wife Ann DeLoach, son of 5b Sion W. Senior 

7 William DeLoach Hill , son of 6k William and Ann. 

And we would add Benjamin and Henry, from the 1759 land records of the part 
of Northampton NC which lay north of the Meherrin and at Southampton VA. 

52 Wade's DRAFT Dec 1997 



Either, or neither, might or Inight not lead to our 
William Hill, born before 1740 on the Meherrin River, Southampton 
"Precinct" or County VA, possibly in later Brunswick VA, or in 
Northampton NC, married about 1776 Sarah, maiden name unknown. 

We close with the thought that these Hills married into families of other 
names. Surely there are searchers looking at these families , in the same way 
and by the same means that we are looking at ours. Perhaps someone looking 
at Smith or DeLoach, at Green or Briggs, or at the several others here named, 
could tell us of our William Hill of the Meherrin in Southampton Virginia, 
later of the Tararat in Surry County North Carolina. 
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MAPS 

ye Hills of }Vleherrin 

Map One Shows a probable position of Isle of Wight County Va, 
erected in 1634 as one of the earliest of VA's counties. This was eight years 
before the migration of 4a Robert and Mary (Webb) Hill. Assuming upon the 
evidence that Isle of Wight extended from the James River to the Roanoke 
River, the county was 50 to 60 miles long. The evidence at hand does not tell 
us in what part of Isle of Wight Robert and Mary settled. Isle of Wight included 
several miles of the Meherrin River, a few miles of Fountains Creek, and nearly 
all of Cypress Swamp. The evidence does not rule out that Robert and Mary 
resided in southwest Isle of Wight, on or near the Meherrin River - Fountain's 
Creek - Cypress Swamp, or north of a loop of the Meherrin later ceded to NC. 

Map Two Shows the suspected configuration of Surry County VA, 
erected in 1652 from James City County, along the northern border of Isle of 
Wight. By the evidence, they were two separate counties, neither being a part of 
the other. We assume that Surry also extended from the James to the 
Roanoke , and at its longest dimension , Surry was 60 to 70 miles long. If our 
assumptions are correct, Surry also included several miles of the Meherrin , and 
a few miles of Fountains Creek. Thus, a resident of Surry could also have been 
on or near the Meherrin River or Fountains Creek. 

Map Two shows a possible, speculative, unproved "Southampton Precinct", 
possible precursor of Southampton County . It is added only to show a 
possibility for our William Hill's birth "on the Meherrin River in Southampton 
County" before 1740, which was at least nine years before Southampton 
County was erected from Isle of Wight. 

4a Robert and Mary arrived Isle of Wight 1642 . He was assigned land in 
Isle of Wight 1653. Son 5b Sion Senior born Isle of Wight 1654. Sion Sr 
sold his father's Isle of Wight land 1678. 4a Robert died Suny 1678-1680, 
4a Mary died Suny after 1684. 

1615 4a Robert Hill born 
1634 Isle of Wight erected. 
1642 4a Robert and Mary Hill arrived Isle of Wight 
1652 Suny erected 
1653 Robert assigned land in Isle of Wight 
1654 Son 5b Sion Senior born (Isle of Wight?) 
1654 to 1678 4a Robert and Mary moved (?)to Surry 
1667 to 1670 5a Robert, son of 4a Robert , born Isle of Wight 

or Suny 
1678-1680 Robert died Surry, age about 63, still owned his 1653 land 

in Isle of Wight 
1678-1680 Sion Senior sold Robert's land in Isle of Wight 
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1684, after Ma.ty died Sur.ty. 

Possibility Sur.ty's south line with Isle of Wight's north line bisected 
4a Robert's land, possibly severing his manor house to Sur.ty where he 
and Ma.ty died. Possibly moved to Sur.ty, possibly did not move. 

We know that 4a Robert and Ma.ty died in Sur.ty VA. This indicates, but does 
not prove, a "move" from Isle of Wight, and again we do not know why, when, 
or to what part of Sur.ty they "moved" . The evidence in hand does not rule out 
that they lived all or the latter part of their lives by the Meherrin River and 
Fountains Creek. 

Maps One and Two show Isle of Wight as it probably was from 1634 to 1728, 
extending from the James to the Roanoke. If Isle of Wight had a Southampton 
Precinct, it was probably the southwest end, including the Meherrin, Fountains 
Creek and Cypress Swamp. If our William was born in Southampton Precinct 
during the period 1725 to 1728, he might have been born to or among the Hills 
west of the Meherrin , on Fountains Creek and Cypress Swamp, or to or among 
Benjamin and Hen.ty Hill north of the Meherrin. 

Map Three Shows the suspected configuration of Brunswick County VA, 
erected in two phases. Brunswick was created from Prince George County in 
1720, hut lacked sufficient population for an established county government. 
The evidence at hand does not give us the early boundaries of Brunswick, but it 
evidently lay north of Sur.ty and also along the Roanoke River. 

In 1724, 5a Robert Junior patented land on the south side of Fountains Creek 
in Isle of Wight VA. This persuades that Isle of Wight did indeed extend beyond 
the Meherrin and Fountains Creek and to the Roanoke River. This location, 
south of Fountains in Isle of Wight, places 5a Robert Junior in the portion of 
Isle of Wight evidently transferred to Brunswick in 1732 and would account for 
his death in Brunswick with no "move" involved. 

The VA-NC colony line was surveyed in 1728, while Brunswick was in 
transition , thus leaving Sur.ty to touch the Roanoke River only at its south­
west comer, and severing all of Isle of Wight's frontage along the Roanoke. 

In 1732 , four years after the 1728 survey, Brunswick was given a portion of 
Sur.ty, and a portion of Isle of Wight, and given its own county government. If 
we assume correctly, the new colony line was then in place and the portion of 
Sur.ty added to Brunswick was possibly between the north line of Sur.ty at its 
crossing of the Nottoway River, and the south line of Sur.ty at its crossing of 
the Meherrin . We assume that the portion assigned in1732 from Isle of Wight 
was the new southwest comer, between the Meherrin and the new colony line, 
and including the lower reaches of Fountains Creek. 

Hills formerly residing in the lower portions of Sur.ty or Isle of Wight, along the 
Meherrin and Fountains Creek, might have remained in Sur.ty or Isle of Wight, 
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or might have been cast from either county to Brunswick in 1732. 

1667-1670 Sa Robert, son of 4a Robert and Mazy born Isle of Wight 
or Sur:ty 

1678 6f Robert born, son of Sa Robert, died Halifax NC 
1684 6h Richard born, son of Sa Robert, died Sussex 
1690 6k William, son of Sa Robert, born Sur:ty, died Northampton NC 
172S Sa Robert sold land owned in Sur:ty 
1728 VA - NC colony line changed, portions of Brunswick and Isle of 

Wight ceded to NC's Bertie County, Northampton "Precinct". 
1732 Brunswick County acquired territo:ty from Sur:ty and Isle of Wight 
1733 6k William and 6f Robert adjoining landowners on Foun ta ins 

Creek, 6k William then living in Bertie NC 
17 40 Sa Robert died Brunswick 

That Sa Robert was born in Isle of Wight or Sur:ty and died in Brunswick does 
not prove a "move". That he sold Sur:ty land before he died in Brunswick does 
not prove a "move". 

That 6h Richard was probably born in Sur:ty and died in Sussex does not prove 
a "move". That 6k William was born in Surry and died in Northampton does 
not prove a "move". That 6k William was living in Bertie NC in 1 736 does not 
prove a "move". That 6k William patented land in Northampton NC does not 
prove a "move". That 6f Robert died in Halifax NC proves a move. 

Map Three is relevant to a possible time - and a possible circumstance -
for our William's birth, 172S to 1740 "in Southampton County". Southampton 
did not become a "county" until 1749, at least nine years after our William's 
birth. Map Two shows Isle of Wight as it was in 172S, the earliest date 
indicated for our William's birth. Isle of Wight then included the Meherrin 
River , Fountains Creek, and Cypress Swamp. We theoretically propose this 
area as "Southampton Precinct" of Isle of Wight. 

Map Three shows the VA - NC colony line in place after the survey of 1728, and 
Brunswick's inclusion of portions ofSur:ty and Isle of Wight in1732. From 172S 
to 1732 , the Fountains Creek area west of the Meherrin was still in a possible 
Southampton "Precinct" of Isle of Wight, but with Cypress Swamp ceded to 
Bertie-Northampton NC. If born in Southampton Precinct 172S to 1732, our 
William could still have been on Fountains Creek and the Meherrin , but 
probably not on Cypress Swamp. Under these speculative circumstances, our 
William would fit the description given for 6k William's land patents of 1733 
and 1736- (1) between Cypress Swamp and the Meherrin River, (2) in Bertie NC 
on land taken into the Colony of NC by the county line. 

Our William would likewise fit with the 1 7S9 gift of land from Francis DeLoach 
and the sale of this tract by William and wife Sarah in 1774, south of Cypress 
Swamp and joining the county line. He would likewise fit with Benjamin and 
Henry in a Northampton loop of the Meherrin River at Southampton VA. 
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Map Four Shows the new colony line in place in 1728. The portions of 
~ rry and Isle of Wight lying south of the new line were evidently ceded to 
_ -onh Carolina's Bertie County. Hills formerly residing along Fountains Creek, 
C_ -press Swamp, or the Meherrin River - depending upon the meanders of these 

u eams - might have remained in VA or been cast to NC by the new colony 
line. The loops of the Meherrin south of the new colony line, site of Benjamin 
and Henry Hill , would have been ceded to NC. In 1728, our William might 

a e been age three , or might not yet have been born. 

Map Five Shows the probable boundaries of Northampton County NC, 
erected from Bertie in 1741. EVIdently before that date Northampton had been 
a .. Precinct" of Bertie, for we find 6k William patenting land in "Northampton" 
in 1736 while living in Bertie. Northampton gained a small southwest corner of 
Surry and the southwest end of Isle of Wight, including several miles of the 
~eherrin and the southerly tributaries of Fountains Creek and nearly all of 
Cypress Swamp. Northampton NC likewise gained those Hills who formerly 
resided in VA but who were cast to NC by the new colony line. 

Map Six Shows the 1749 erection of Southampton County VA from 
Isle of Wight, after Isle of Wight lost territory to Brunswick. Surry retained a 
small corner southwest of the Blackwater River, otherwise both Surry and Isle 
of Wight were reduced to their areas lying between the Blackwater and James 
Rivers . 

We learn from the 1749 erection of Southampton that this "county" came into 
existence at least nine years after our William Hill was born (before 1740). In 
those times, it was common that the colonies and their counties established 
"precincts" , rather like counties-in-waiting. It could be that our William was 
born in Southampton "Precinct" of Isle of Wight, the "precinct" which in 1733 
lost territory to Brunswick, or in 1749 became Southampton County. 

Southampton County gained any Hills residing along the northeast side of the 
Meherrin, including Hills in our proposed "Southampton Precinct" northeast of 
the Meherrin , in former Isle of Wight. 

If born in Southampton Precinct from 1733 to 1740, our William was probably 
born east and north of the Meherrin , and not on Fountains Creek or Cypress 
Swamp. 

Map Six also shows the 1753 erection of Sussex County VA, from the 
lower portion of Surry remaining after Surry lost territory to Brunswick. Sussex 
gained any Hills formerly residing in Surry between the Blackwater River and 
the east boundary of Brunswick. 

Map Seven Shows the present configuration of Greensville County VA, 
there not being evidence in hand to confirm its early boundaries. Greensville 
was created from Brunswick in 1780, and later given more territory from 
Brunswick, and territory from Sussex. Greensville thus acquired several miles 
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of the Meherrin River , several miles of Fountains Creek, and a short reach of 
Cypress Swamp where the Cypress joins Fountains just before entering the 
Meherrin. 

Greensville gained any Hills residing north of the Meherrin in east Brunswick 
and west Sussex, and those Hills residing south and west of the Meherrin 
along Fountains Creek north of the colony line. 

Greensville therefore acquired the portion of Isle of Wight, and therefore any 
part of "Southampton Precinct" lying west of the Meherrin and along 
Fountains Creek, which Isle of Wight lost to Brunswick in 1732. Greensville 
could therefore have acquired the site of our William's birth forty to fifty-five 
years before. Greensville was erected in 1780, the same year that our William 
first appeared in Surry North Carolina with his wife and two children. We have 
no knowledge of the names of these two children, or where they were born. 

Map Eight presumes a "Southampton 'Precinct"' of Isle of Wight County 
VA, and a "Northampton 'Precinct"' of Bertie County NC, at the time of the 
1728 survey of the colony line. Whether such "Precincts" existed is speculative, 
but we do find in records of the time - and in the records of these Hills - that 
records were made in the names of counties which did not exist, or at least had 
not been officially erected, at the time the records were dated. 

We thus presume, upon some evidence, that "Precincts" had standing to record 
in their names the affairs of the citizenry within their borders. We think this 
would account for our William Hill's birth in "Southampton County" some 
years before Southampton County was officially erected. We accordingly pre­
sume that the logical place for a "Southampton Precinct" would have been 
where later there was a Southampton County, and that a "Northampton Pre­
cinct" would logically have been where there was later a Northampton County. 
We show the presumed locations with dotted lines ending at the VA-NC colony 
line. 

Map Eight is offered to account for our William's birth 1725 to 1740 "on the 
Meherrin River in Southampton County Virginia", and to show that during 
these years there were Hills "on the Meherrin" at Fountains Creek and Cypress 
Swamp, and that these Hills were, during some of those years , in "Southamp­
ton County", or a probable Southampton Precinct of Isle of Wight. 

We know not whether there was a Southampton "Precinct" of Isle of Wight, or 
when such a "Precinct" might have come into being. We trust in our William's 
son Richard's affidavit that William was born in "Southampton", and we seek 
the elusive date when a "Southampton" might have been an accurate term. Our 
guidance is the 1724 land transaction of 5a Robert Hill, "of Isle of Wight 
County", whose patent was on "Fountains Creek in Isle of Wight County." This 
neither proves nor disproves whether there was a "Southampton" in 1724, but 
we take Robert's land record to indicate that his place of residence was, not in 
Southampton, but in Isle of Wight, that Fountains Creek was, not in South-
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ampton, but in Isle of Wight, and that his patent was, not in Southampton, 
but in Isle of Wight. We accordingly presume that in 1724, the Meherrin was 
likewise, not in Southampton, but in Isle of Wight. 

On this slim evidence, we slimly presume that our William had not yet been 
born when Sa Robert made his Isle of Wight land record in 1724, and that our 
William was born at some elusive date after "Southampton" became an 
officially recognized entity, probably a "Precinct" of Isle of Wight, but before 
Southampton County was officially erected in 1749. 

And on the evidence in whole, we presume that our William might have been 
born in Southampton "Precinct" of Isle of Wight , among or to the Hills of 
Meherrin- Fountains Creek- Cypress Swamp. 

Map Nine Shows what we presume as the common corner of eleven 
counties on the Roanoke River - the Virginia counties (1) Brunswick, (2) 
Greensville, (3) Surry and (4) Isle of Wight, and the North Carolina counties (5) 
Bertie, (6) Northampton, (7) Halifax, (8) Edgecombe, (9) Granville, (10) Bute, 
and (11) Warren. Hills are shown to have ties to all eleven of these counties, 
yet we believe these Hills were geographically near to one another and shared a 
common identity with our William's Meherrin River. 

We would observe that being "born on the Meherrin River" is not a term limi­
ting William's birthplace to the immediate banks of that stream. In old grants 
and old deeds, we commonly observe the term "on the waters of' a river or 
principal creek. And we note in the current maps of the area that swamplands 
extend outward along both sides of the Meherrin, and that its "waters of' 
extend as far as nine miles into Southampton before reaching the high ground 
which divides the "waters of' the Meherrin from the "waters of' the Nottoway. 
Thus, our William could have been born nine miles from the Meherrin and still 
have rightly claimed his birthplace as "on the Meherrin River". 

Map Ten is a 1775 map of the relevant portion of the Colony of North 
Carolina and shows what we know of the distribution of the Hills of Meherrin . 
We identify four sites from land records. One is along Fountains Creek, Cy­
press Swamp and the "County Line" which was also the NC-VA line. These­
cond is the 1759 site of Benjamin and Henry Hill, in Northampton NC records 
but north of the Meherrin River. The third is the Edgecombe-Halifax-Nash area 
to which 6f Robert and Tabitha moved from Fountains Creek. The fourth is the 
Quarter Swamp-Urahaw Swamp location, with its nearby Bear Swamp, site of 
one of the Green Hills and William and Bennett Hill, who we suspect was fa­
ther Green and two of his sons. We know that 6g Sion Junior died in Edge­
combe, but we have no information regarding his site. 

Map Eleven is a composite of the current maps of Greensville, which in 
the time of these Hills was Brunswick VA, west of the Meherrin , and South­
ampton VA, east of the Meherrin, and Northampton County in North Carolina. 
Fountains Creek is seen flowing through its swamplands in Greensville , 
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parallel with and just north of the state line between Greensville and North­
ampton . Cypress Creek is seen in Northampton, running parallel with th e 
Greensville county line. The Meherrin River is seen flowing southeaster! 
between Greensville and Southampton to the Northampton line , then crossing 
and recrossing the line between Northampton and Southampton. A circle is ad­
ded to show the Fountains Creek-Cypress Swamp area of the Hills , another to 
show the 1759 site of Benjamin and Henry, another to show Bear Swamp, and 
another to show the Quarter Swamp-Urahaw Swamp, thes e latter two we be­
lieve the sites of father Green Hill and his sons Bennett and William. 

Timeline - ye Hills of }Vleherrin 

4a 1615 4a Robert born Northumberland England 
1634 Isle of Wight VA erected 

4a 1642 4a Robert and wife Mary (Webb) arrived Isle of Wight VA 
1652 Surry Co VA erected, south line joining north line of Isle of Wight 

4a 1653 4a Robert assigned land in Isle of Wight 
5b 1654 5b Sion Senior, son of 4a Robert and Mary, born ( ? Isle of Wight) ? 
5a 1667-70 5a Robert, son of 4a Robert and Mary, born Isle of Wight, 

father 4a Robert then age 52 to 55 
5b 1671 Sion Sr patents land in Upper Parish Surry VA. (sold 1685) 
6f 1678 6f Robert born ) 
4a 1679-80 4a Robert died Surry 
6g 1682 6g Sion Jr born Surry ) sons of 5b Sion Senior 
6h 1684 6h Richard born Surry ) 
5b 1685 5b Sion Sr sold his land patented 1671 Upper Parish Surry 
6i 1686 6i Thomas born Surry ) 
5b 1687 5b Sion Sr in Surry records 
6j 1688 6j Michael born Surry ) sons of 5b Sion Senior 
6k 1690 6k William born Surry ) 
5b 1705 5 b S ion Senior died Surry (born ? Isle of Wight 1654, age 51) ? 

1718 Nicholas Smith (4b ?) patented land (Isle of Wight VA?) 
1718 William DeLoach Hill born, son of 6k William and Ann DeLoach 
1720 Brunswick County VA authorized 

6f 1721 6f Robert married Tabitha, Isle of Wight 
6h 1722/23 6h Richard died Sussex (No Sussex until 1753) ? 
6f 1724 6f Robert granted 145 acres south side Fountain's Cr in Isle of W. 
6f 1724 6f Robert sold 145 acres south side Fountain's Cr to Jordan, 

where Robert and Tabitha now living in Isle of Wight 
6f 1725 6f Robert granted 233 acres north side Fountain's Cr (County?) 

1728 VA- NC boundary moved, portions of Brunswick and Isle of Wight 
ceded to Bertie Co NC (Northampton Precinct) 

1732 Brunswick Co VA given part of Surry and Isle of Wight 
6k 1733 6k William granted land in Northampton NC 
6f-6k 1733 6f Robert land joined 6k William 
6k 1736 6k William and Wm DeLoach patented Nicholas Smith's grant 

of 1718, in Northampton NC 
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6k 1736 6k William then living in Bertie NC, north of Cypress Swamp 
6i 1737 6i Richard died Sussex ("Precinct"?) (Sussex County erected 1753) 
6f 1737 6f Robert sold part of 1725 grant 233 acres north side Fountains 
6f 1738 6f Robert granted land on Blue Marsh Halifax NC (died there) 
6k 1740 6k William acquired William DeLoach's part of their 1736 grant 
5a 17 40 5a Robert died Brunswick VA 
++ 1740- before. William ofTararat born Southampton VA (Died 1840 NC) 

1741 Northampton Co NC erected from Bertie 
6k 1742 6k William and William DeLoach re-patented Charles Smith grant 

Northampton NC 
1749 Southampton Co VA erected from Isle of Wight, with part of 

Nansemond added later. Joins Suny, Brunswick VA and 
Northampton NC 

1753 Sussex Co VA erected from Suny, joins Brunswick & Isle of Wight 
6j 1755 6j Michael died 

1759 Northampton Deed 3-49(31) Francis DeLoach gift 100 acres to cousin 
William HUl , both of Northampton, south of Cypress and Beaver­
dam, join Cypress, Co Line, Thomas Williams, Thomas Brantley, 
William Phillips 

1759 Northampton Deed 3-48(30), Benjamin Clifton to Thomas David­
son,mentions the former comer of Benjamin HUl , north side of the 
Meherrin River. 

1759 Northampton Deed 3-53(33), a Granville Grant to John Thorn , 
mentions joining Henry Hill , north side of Meherrin River 

1760 Northampton Deed 3-154(94), Thomas Williams Jr deed to Thomas 
Brantley 50+ 100, join Cypress, Old Co Line, WUliamHUl , probably 
William's gift from his cousin Francis DeLoach, 1759. 

6i 1761 to 1766 6i Thomas died Halifax NC (Will made 1761 , proved 1766) 
6g 1762 6g Sion Junior died Edgecombe NC 
6f 1765 6f Robert died Halifax NC 

1773 Northampton Deed 5-1223(313),Richard Wall to Arthur Hart, join 
Cypress, Wm Blount, John Wall. Witness William DeLoach, 
Thomas Brantley, Henry Howell. 

1773 Northampton Deed 5-1222(310), WilliamHill ofBute to Jacob 
Parker, land both sides of Bear Swamp 

1773 Northampton Deed 5-1234(331), Griffin to Griffin, 200 south side 
Bare (Bear) Swamp, join Barnes and Parker, witness Bennett Hill. 

++ 1774 William Hill and wife Sarah of Northampton, Northampton deed 
6-12(19) to William Blunt of Southampton VA, 100 acres, south of 
Cypress Swamp, join Co Line, Thos Williams, Thos Brantley, Wm 
Phillips, same description as 1759 gift 100 acres from Francis De­
Loach to his cousin William Hill. 

1776 William Blunt, Northampton Deed 6-128(161) 350 to Ingram, join 
Cypress Swamp 
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1777 Northampton Deed 6-196(221) , William Hill ofBute to Thos Knox, 
230 acres devised by will of Green Hill , including 130 acres from 
John Bryan to GreenHill and 100 acres from John Taylor to Green 
Hill joining Hunting Quarter Swamp and Bass, Urahaw Swamp, 
Thos Bryan dec'd, Saml Peet, BD Washington , Bass, Witness 
Bennett Hill. Appears Green Hill possibly lived Urahaw and Quarter 
Swamps. 

1777 Northampton Deed 6-123(456) , William Hill of Bute to Atherton , 
100 + 12 acres, join Cullen Pollock, Gum Pond. Witness Bennett 
Hill. 

1777 Northampton Deed 6-131(164) Bennett Hill to Atherton, 500 acres 
including all bequeathed to Bennett Hill by William Bennett, 
except 10 acres sold to Benj Bryant, and the graveyard. Appears 
Bennett Hill possibly son of Green Hill and Grace Bennett dau of 
Wm Bennett -?-

1777 Northampton Deed 6-88(125), John Bass to Jethro Bass, 200 acres 
joining Youahow (Urahaw?) Swamp, Woolpitt (Wolfpit?) Branch, 
Grady, Bryant, Hill, Alee Earp. 

1777 Northampton Deed 6-89(126), Jethro Bass to Alee Earp, 120 acres , 
join the road, Hill , Youahow (Urahaw) and Quarter Swamps. 

1780 Greensville Co VA erected from Brunswick and later from Sussex 
1780 Our William Hill and wife and two children arrived Surry Co NC. 

William's wife was Sarah "Sally". 

Through Generation Six, births and deaths, and birth of William of Tararat. 
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ADDENDUM 

Craft, Bell, Jcb, Dts, RH, JH - all cite sources which we list here in an 
effort to have at least some of the references in the same place at the same 
time . 

La wnes Creek Parish, Surry Co VA. 
Craft, Alta Deshazer - East Goes West 
Southwarke, Surry Co VA, records of administration 
Same, Court records 03 Jul 1705 
Wills and Deeds Vol I Part 2 Page 427, Isle of Wight Co VA, date 1678 

trginia Lands Office , Book 7 Page 11 
Surry Co VA List of Freeholders and Inhabitants 
Surry Co VA land record, Book 1715-1730, Page 391 (1721) 
Tax Records 1699 - 1704, Surry Co VA 
Boddie's Southside Virginia Families , Vol II + 
Boddie's Historical Southern Families, Vol I p17 + 
Byrd, William ,Colonel- Dividing Line Histories, edited by William K. Boyd, 

Raleigh NC, 1929. NC State Archives (Survey of VA- NC line, 1728) 
Clark's Records NC, pp 619, 767, (Robert Hill Land Grants) 
Halifax NC, Will Book I Page 159, will of Robert Hill. 
Gookins , Richard N., Salem, OR- Hill research 
Fair, Marielou Roach- Roach, Roberts , Ridgeway and Allied Families + 
James Hunter Chapter, NSDAR, Madison , NC, 1977 
Foster, Joshua Hill- papers, Alabama State Archives + 
Parish Register, Christ Church, Middlesex Co VA 1653-1812 
Amelia Co VA, Will Book 3 Pages 28-30 
National Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vol 16, Nos 2 and 4 
Nugent, Nell Marion - Cavaliers and Pioneers 
Greer - Early lmmigran ts to America 
Currer-Briggs, Noel- Virginia Settlers and English Adventurers -Abstracts 

of Wills 1484-1798, and Legal Procedings 1560-1700, etc.,Vol III 
Library of Congress Cat No 70-104400 

Compendium of American Genealogy, Vol 6 + 
Hill , Stuart H. - Papers of, Alabama State Archives + 
Ray - Tennessee Cousins 
Hayes, Judge Johnson J.- The Land of Wilkes 
Saunders, Wm. F. -The Colonial Records of North Carolina 
Roster and Soldiers, TN Society of DAR, 1894-1960, p848 
Hill , Jesse- Edgefield District, SC 1818, his will 
Wheeler-Reminiscensces and Memoirs of NC and Emininent North 

Carolinians + 
Rockingham Co NC court records 
Burnett, J J - Tennessee's Pioneer Baptist Preachers , Vol I, re Joab Hill 
Doud- The Good Old Days- A Historical Sketch of Northeast Clark Co MO. 
Russell - Siskiyou Trail 
Stevens- Undaunted Pioneers, 1929 
Gillette, Martha Hill, diary of- Overland to Oregon 
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Mullen - Land of Linn, 1971 
Mattoon - Baptist Annals of Oregon, Vol II pp380-1 
Bell, Jessie Lynn - The Families of Hill and Lynn, 1976 
Hill, S tuart Hall - The Hill Family of North Carolina + 
Ivey, Thomas Neal- Green Hill 
Kerr, Mary Hinton- Warren County NC Records , Abstract of Bute Co, 
Carraway, Mrs. J . E .- Title not given but containing "Hill compilation", Wake 

Forest Univ. Library, Winston-Salem NC + 

+ Those we think apt in the search for our William + 

The six studied here have contributed much to our knowledge and understan­
ding. We have intentionally not identified those whose work is unpublished 
and therefore private, and hope we have shown them and their work a proper 
respect. 

And since this is a work in progress and far from done, unverified and 
speculative, even doubted in part, we sign 

- Amicus Curiosi 
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TO DO LIST, Hills of Meherrin 

653 Isle of Wight - George Archer or Arthur assigns land to Robert Hill . 
Arthur I Archer may have been a "Headright" who was granted land 
for bringing persons into the Colony of Virginia. Deed to Robert, with 
a description sufficient to find his location? 

1678-1690 Isle of Wight - Sion Hill confirms same to Wickens. Deed? 
1681 Surry- Sion Hill patents in Upper Parish Surry. Where was Upper 

Parish? Deed, with identifying location? 
1685 Surry- Sion conveyed to Grey, Upper Parish Surry. Deed? 
1725 Surry - Robert Hill conveys to Pettiway. Deed, location? 
1728 Surry- Richard Hill granted in Surry and owned part of 746 acres. Deed? 

Surry - Nicholas Hill's Will, Surry. Bequeathed to son Richard. Deed? 
1780 Surry - Richard's inheritance from Nicholas sold by Ralph Hill to 

Swan. Deed, description? 
1775 Sussex - Richard Hill's Will. Names, locations? 
1733 Northampton NC - William Hill granted. This was before Northampton 

became a "county". Perhaps a 'precinct' of Bertie? Deed, description? 
1740 Northampton NC- William Hill conveyed same to Thomas Person. Deed? 

( 1718 Isle of Wight or Surry - Nicholas Smith patented 
( Isle of Wight or Surry- Nicholas Smith conveyed same to William 
( Hill and William DeLoach 
(1736 Northampton NC- William Hill and William DeLoach patented 
( same, the Nicholas Smith grant 
(1740 Northampton NC - William DeLoach conveyed same to William Hill. 
( Deeds, descriptions, kinship? Nicholas Smith's Will? 

1724 Isle of Wight - Robert Hill granted 145 acres. Deed, description? 
1724 Isle of Wight- Robert Hill conveyed 145 acres to Arthur Jordan. Deed? 
1725 Isle of Wight - Robert Hill granted 233 acres. Grant and survey, deed? 
1725 Northampton NC - Robert Hill granted 160 acres. Grant, survey, deed? 
1737 Northampton NC - Robert Hill conveyed 80 acres to Thos DeLoach. Deed. 

Northampton NC- Thos DeLoach conveyed same to Thos Tarver. Deed? 
c1740 Robert Hill's Brunswick VA Will . Description of lands? 
c 1759 Benjamin and Henry Hill- any records? Northampton NC or Southamp­

ton VA. Seek location descriptions, family, wills , deeds, etc. 
1725 to 1740, record of birth of our William Hill? Southampton VA? Parish 

records, etc . 
1740 to 1780, any record of our William in Southampton, Brunswick, Greens­

ville VA or Northampton NC? Marriage(s)- wife Sarah. Parish, land, etc . 

1732 What territory did Brunswick receive from Isle of Wight? 
1732 What territory did Brunswick receive from Surry? 

Was there a 1731 list oftitheables in Isle of Wight and Surry, and a 
1733 list of titheables in Brunswick? Comparison, to show what Hills 
were taken into Brunswick? 
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Was there a Southampton "Precinct" of Isle of Wight before Southamp­
ton became a County in 1749? Where , When? 

Was there a Northampton "Precinct" of Bertie before Northampton 
became a County in 1741? Where, When? 

Did old Isle of Wight and old Surry extend to the Roanoke River? 

Records of John Hill born 1692 , VA & Bertie-Northampton NC 
Records of William DeLoach Hill born 1718, VA & 

Revolutionary War records, our William Hill, 1775 to 1779, VA. 

Richard Hill, who lived in Surry NC, also on the Tararat River. Was 
this Richard also of Meherrin , and was he related to our William? 

Same for Isaac , Thomas, Benjamin- Surry NC censuses show them 
near Richard and our William. 

Anything on Michael, son of Sion Senior? 
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Craft comments on this account by Joshua Hill and quotes Gooktns' analysts, 
wherein Gookins studies Joshua Hill's "family account" which he does not find 
convincing. Craft is also not convinced, and she is persuaded that William (of 
Town Fork) was a son qfSion Hill Junior. 

e see in the above William of Middlesex several possibilities for the parent of 
our William, but no evidence. The sons and daughters were of child-bearing 
age when our William was born 1725- 1740. No doubt, William of Middlesex 
had a son William, believed by Jcb !lnd RH to be who we call William of Town 
Fork. Could this son instead have been ancestral to our William? 

We quarrel not ~th Jcb or co-believer RH, but point out that others are 
equally convinced that William of Town Fork was the son of Ston Hill Junior of 
Isle ofWtght and Suny VA, Hills of Meherrin. 

Jcb and RH are silent whether this family was, or was not, connected to 
Southampton VA and the Meherrin River, birthplace of our Willtam. Other 
Hills, those of Isle of Wight and Suny VA, do relate to Southampton and the 
Meherrin, and so we put our attention there first and, hazard to m.ove William 
of Middlesex lower on our list, with every willingness to move him higher 
should more evidence come to light. 

The opposing opinion that William of Town Fork was the son of Ston Hill 
Junior has merit, just as the opinions of Jcb and RH have merit. We are 
constrained to say that the basis for crediting WUliam of Town Fork to' Sion 
Junior does have the appearance of later searchers repeating the wdrk of earlier 
searchers • just a,s we are doing here. RH and Jcb suggest that early on 
somebody made a mistake, and the mistake was so oft repeated that it became 
accepted. We have seen it happen before, and since. 

What does emerge, from the two opposite opinions, is that there was a William 
of Middlesex who had a son William, and a Ston Junior who had a son 
William, and that they could not both have been William of Town Fork. There 
appears to be an extra William gone astray in the literature. Our own W1lllam 
is likewise gone astray, and we must therefore wonder whether the extra 
William might be ancestral to our own. There were, in fact, several Williams, 
and our caution is that t4e vi~a~ of one might have been attributed to another 
and another until the several Williams are a blur that may never be sorted out. 
This prompts what we are attempting here. 

Again, we seek our "William of Meherrin" and later of Tararat, and must go 
among the many Williams in search of his almost-three-centuries-old trail. 
With this in mind, we tum now to Robert and Mary (Webb) Hill of Isle of 
Wight, with some cautious hope and restrained optimism. The family of 
Robert and Mary of Isle ofWtght shows promise- if we may so presume, more 
promise for our own narrow search than does W1lllam of Middlesex. 
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sons was Joshua Hill. We highlight Susan I Susanna Smither(s), as she will 
be an identifying name associated with William of Town Fork tn these pages.) 

3 Ann, baptized 30 Mar 1701. Married 26 Jun 1720 John Dudley, per­
haps son of John anq Elizabeth Dudley. 
Children Elizabeth, Ambrose, John, Ann, Macy. 

4 Elizabeth, baptized 02 Mar 1706 (1707). Papers of Joshua Hill say 
· that a daughter of William Hill married a Whitaker, possibly son of 

Charles and Margaret. Children Whitaker: Charles, Anne, Tho­
mas, Elizabeth, Macy, Pr~illa. 

5 John, baptized 01 Oct 1710, died Amelia Co VA 1719. Married Eliza-
beth. Children: 

A William, "a calico printer" died before 1777leavtng children. 
B John "a mechanic" 
C Joel "moved a great distance from his father" 
D Moses 
E Isaac 
F Pr~cilla who married John Bell. 
G Grandson Humphress (Humphreys?) Hill. 

6 Macy, baptized 19 May 1713, married 1733 Richard Carter. 
7 Dtanah, born 25 Aug 1715, marrted 1734 David Barwick (Barrick). 

Son George Barwick hom 1736. 
8 Priscilla, born 17 Sep 1718. 

Here, we have a son William· born to William and Ann of Middlesex, this son 
said by Jcb and CO· believer RH to be the Wtl]1am known to us as of Town Fork 
in Surry (Stokes) NC. Perhaps so, but conflicting with qthers including three 
of six here discussed. We are convinced that the real William of Town Fork 
was not the same as, or ancestral to, our William of Tararat, but would not be 
surprised if they both might have a common ancestral tie. 

This William, son ofWilliam of Middlesex, was born c1700, twenty-five to forty 
years before the birth of our William, who was born 1725 to 17 40 about ninety 
miles south of Middlesex, in Southampton VA. If we agree with Jcb and RH, 
this William son of William of Middlesex was William of Town Fork. If we 
agree with others, he was not. This asks its own question - If William son of 
William of Middlesex was not William of Town Fork, then who was he? And the 
answer is that the William, son of William of Middlesex, might have been -
could have been- ancestr8.I to William ofTararat, but at present we doubt this. 

Jcb and RH rely in great degree upon ". a family account by William's son 
Joshua Hill (Joshua Hill Foster papers) Alabama State Archives, as told by 
Joshua Hill to his grartdson Joshua Hill Foster". This is, likely, Joshua, son 
of William Hill of Town Fork, · speaking of his father and grandfather and their 
immediate families . We take no position other than that Joshua Hill was in 
position to know whereof he spoke. We are not told whether Joshua confined 
his comments to his own personal knowledge, or whether he narrated from 
what he had gleaned from the records, just as we are doing now. 

5 Wade's DRAFT Dec 1997 



r; ~ if( · 
(fA~ 

0 

20 

0 s 10 1D }0 <40 S() - \ 
SC.ALE Of' f•HL£.S 

'=' e. 
~ 

.00 00 10 IGO 

S0.U IN """'-fi 

~' y 

~ <. 
' 

~ 
E~ 

0 

' 
-1 

~ 

• - ' ' ~~~~ro.,'o"""" ~ l!lADfN 

~""---:- . N!:W-tt.4.NO'VES 

COlUM&JS= ~ .-1 . f 
.r::IJNSWICK 

'{ ~ ' . 



DISTRIBUTION - ye Hills qfMeherrjn 

1724 5a Robert Hill & Tabitha land. 
Robert died Brunswick c1740. 

6f Robert Hill & Tabitha 
moyed to EdjZ'ecombe-Ha}ifax 

1733 6k Wllllam Hlll & Ann DeLoach 
7 William DeLoach HUI b 1718 
1759 Francis DeLoach Deed of 

Gift to "my cousin Wll­
ltam Hill". 

1 77 4 Wtlllam HUI and Wife 
Sarah sold the DeLoach 
land gift of 1759. 

1 759 Benjamin Hill 
1759 Henry Hill 

North of Meherrin 

1773 William Hill of Bute 
deeded land. 

1 773 Bennett Hill witnessed 
a neighbor's land deed. 

1777 Wllltam Hill of Bute 
sold land devised by 
the will of Green Hill. 

1777 Bennett HUI sold land 
bequeathed to him by 
William Bennett. 

1777 Willlam HUI of Bute 
sold land devised by 
the will of Green Hill. 

1777 Bennett HUI sold land 
bequeathed to him by 
William Bennett. 

Hunting Quarter Swamp, 
Urahaw Swamp, Woolpltt 
Branch, The Road, The 
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