
. OBI'.r'UARIES. 

--- \\1illi:un Wmd1i11gto11 Acl:uns was horn Dec. 5th 18~ •>, 
and <lied April let. ISO!J. He professed faith in Christ. iu 
early life-was baptised Ly Eld. James Tinsley. lfo united 
with Center church 110011 aftet· its orga.ui;:a.tion, where he re­
mained a consistent member until he was called to a home a• 
Love. II.is continued 1dckness was borne with patience and for; 
titnde, aud '\-hen he came to the Dark river, 'dth much resig· 
uation launched uwny. · · . · · · 

'Vheu the winds· Llow the le~ves fall. 
.. The saints· go, when J csus call11, · . 
From a . world of woe and sin :mll pain 

To a home of peace and there remain. 

34th Annual Primitive Baptist Assoc'n at 
Friendship Church, Surry Co., NC Oct 20,21 1899 

D
0

e&.eon Lemuel B. Alburty ~1u1 born M11y ii, 1842: died .May 5; 1111.6 . .. · 
He married Luclndy White abut.it the year. l&ll.; Joicied tbe cb·urcli a~ 

Center,. about 1877; was chosen clurk 11.bout tb~ year 18711, servl(l\f .nntlll hlS' ': 
death; was orrlalncd Deacon Nov., 113911; and iCrv~ Caltb_Cully In tha.t Oa.pael- · · 
ty uutll his rieat.h, . · . . . . . 

Ue le!t !lls wire and six children: th~ee s,m·s 11.ad· three dlt'tighter:s, t.Q,.,. 
mourn his lo8s. All are yet living. · 

H~ wzs 8. Conrederate soldier, faltbfu-l to tile call of bis ctiuntry ; a (ro00 
citizen aort nelghbo.r, a kind busband and rather. · He proved bis faith· by· 
hl:s works, by dlecharglnic tbe various dutlEs assli.coed to him until It· pleas· 
cd God tu C<\11 hi rn home tu . r~st Crom : 11.ll h 111 to I I es here. • , .' , , 

I ' :• • .. ; ' • ~ ~ . ' ' ! ELDH:R G!dHUE1..1 · DENNY.• 
. t: ' · - · - ---- . 

Fisher's River Assoc'n at Rock House, Stokes Co., NC 
August 1919 
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W I L L 0 F W I L L I A M A D A M S 

Proven 1015, Book 3 1 pnge 122, Surry Coo, N. c. 

This Ninth ~ay of tho flf~1 month In tho year of our r~rd onq 
thounn.nd el~llt n.ncl fiftoon~ I WillJ.n.in Aclnmr:i Sen.tor o.f ~)urry · 
Com1t·.r o.n<l ~.>tn.to of North Co.rollnn. fnr n(hr8ncod :1.n yo nr:l but 
of porfoct mind nnc.l momory and knowl.ng tho morto.llty of my body 
do mnko nnd orrlr:Ln thin my lo.st will o.nd testo.mont '!'ouching 
Such wo:rldly osto.tfJ whc:re with it ho.th ploasod Goel to bJ. eDs me 

·wtth in 'lhl.~1 L:lfo which I give o.nd dispono of in the i'ollowinc; 
mnnno1~ 

!st j_ t i~l my w:l 11 nnd I do ordain that my just debts nn d Funoro.l 
Charges be first po.id out of my pernonal estate. 

2ndly I g:Lve 'l.mto nt;v- Sons Jonathan WilJ.:lrnn Mosos and Goorr,e 
: · Adams v.nd en.ch of them the sum of one Doll nr I ulso gJ. -~1·0 unl;o 

my Daughtol'H .Juno Brown Ilnchol Moon Mnry Drown, Sn.rnh ."lohn8 o l?­
and Margo.rot Fleming, onch of them one Dollar --~~'""'-"'" 

It ls also my wlll thnt my Son J"ohn Adam~ one pnlr of dressers 
nnd one Largo puter Bason and OIIB Lnrgo pnir of Stilyards Ono 
blnclc mare ono haclcla and one Doueh trough o.nd one Pot ra.ck. 

It is also my will that my Dnur;htor Mo.rgarr-t Flominc Shall have 
one Lo.rgo pntor bason one 'l'on kettle and one Cedar tub 

It o.lso is my will thnt my ernndson Jo.mes Adnms, Shall have ono 
bo.y 11orse ono feather bod a.nd furnl ture ancl r·i ·:~ <.1 Stead ono chest 
antl Slnto nnd all the rcmn.indcr pn.rt of my p roperty not named I 
vr:tll to my Son .Tohn Adn.ms, 8.nd I Const:L tu to nnd appoint my trusty 
o.nd well beloved Sons Jona.than Admns and Joh1 Admns executors 
of this my Lo.st wlll and tostmnent uterly revokeing all Formor 
wills and exc cutorr3 bo fore thl s time nrunc cl Confirming this a.nd 
no other to be my Last vrill nnd tostrunent in vri tness whereof 
I hnve Set my hand nnd Seal tho day o.nd year above wri tteno 

Signed Soaled and acknowledged 
by mo the So.id Wlllirun Adruit3 to 
be hls Lo.st will and testament 
In t~e presence of us the Sub-
scribers 
Joseph Davifl 
Susannn Adwns affirmed 

... 

/s/ William Adams (Seal) 



HILLI1\M ADAMS 

WILLIAf1 /\D/\MS (continued) 

Children: 
J. runes 
b. lJ.-111-1773. Orunge County, N.C. 
d. 11-18-1773 Oranr:c County, N.C. 

buried Cane Creek Meeting House 11-19-1773 

Marr:oret 
b. 11-11-17'(5' Orange County, N.C. 
d. 
m. Jesse Ii'leming 1802 

John 
b. 12-12-1773 Orange County, N.C. 
d. 
m. Elizabeth ----·- ca. 1803 

On parre 61 of 11 '.l'he History of Hopewell, Vire;i.nia11 by Wayland it is 
recorded that on <-J-9-17SI~ Su.snnn:.t !\(k.nrn of Goshen Monthly Meeting, 
Che::iter County, 1-'enn:-iylvnni.n h::ld gono wi Lb }1eP h1,rnband, who WR.S no i 

3 Friend, to V :Lrr::ini a. Hi th her chn1•eh cortif:i. cate sir''ned LJnd 
di rec tecJ tow::i.rd 1Ionwel1 or el ;:cvhe:ro. '.1.'he Encyclopedia of i\rncricm 
Qu::tkor Gonc[-tln r y· by HinrJhnw, V 0J1u;ie l reco:rrln that Susanna /\dams 
was re0eived. by th0 Cune Creek Monthly Heetinr;, Orn.nrrn (Al8mance) 
County, North Carnlinq ?-7-1756 on CArtificnte from Goshen Mon­
thly Neetin~, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

On 9-1.1.-1762 Hilliam Adnms was received by the church on request. 

On 5-5-1707 Hilliom n.nd SusG.nna J\.Cl.oxirn, with theil" children, Hill­
imn, Moses, G eorire, J 0 .1111, Snro.h and M arr.:a.rot trci.n sf erred their 
rnen1hcrshi p · to DetY!J Hi ver Monthly Neetinp:, Gu:i.lf or cl County, H. C. 
'l1heir certifics.tes were accepted at Deep Hiver 011 7-2-1787. 

Because they married out of unity nw.ny of l·lillinm and Sus8nna' s 
children uere disouned by the church (i'lary, Sarah, Georr,e, Margn.re ·: 
and \·Jilli am Jr.) . 

'l1he 1790 Census for Surrv Countv. N .C. Listed. Willi.8m Ad8ms as 
2 males over 16, 1 male ~ndcr 16' and S females. Jonathan /\.dams 
was listed as l m~le over 16, l maJe under 16 and 2 females. 

SusRnnR M~rtin AdRms w~s the dru1rhter of Moses and Margaret 
Battin Martin of Chester County, Penn~:yl vania. 



WIL,LI/\:M AD.l\MS 
Born 09-15-17 34 Chester County, Pennsylvania 
Died 07-13-1816 Surry (Yadkin) County, N.C. 
Married Susanna Ma rtin c a . 17.')li. in Pennsylvania 

WILLI/\M /\DAMS 

Born 06-18-17 34 Ch e st e r County, Pennsylvani a 
lJJed 12-02-18-- (after 1816) Surry ( Ya dldn) County, ~- N. C. 

Children: 
Jane (or Jean) 
b. 02-15-1755 Bedford County, Virginia 
d. 181+2 
m. Thomas Drown 08- 20-1772 Oran~e County, N.C. 

son of \Jillirun and Ha nnah Hoon Brown 

Rachel 
b. 01-02-1757 Orang e County, N.C. 
d. 
m. John (nr Peter) Moon 12-16-J.773 Oran~e Co., N 

b. 1752 d. 1813 son of James and Ann Moon 

Mary 
b. 02-09-1759 Orang e County, N.C. 
d. 
m. Richard Brown 1778 

son of William and Hann '1h Moon Brown b. 17513 

Anne 
, . b. 01-24-1761 Orange County, N.C. 

_J~.JD ... fl.1. ,_ • 01.. d. . 
Ct: . u.......,,1.f""""c h -~t\4fln'< -m. Isaac Perlnna 01-06-1783 Orang e County, N.C. 

· ~ 1~m~ 11'71 .~~3<'f'°, 
~ . Jonathan 

r 
_,j_ 

b. 01-22-1763 Orang e County, N.C. 
tL 1851 
m. Anne Brown 10-19-1786 Orang e County, N.C. 

b. 1765 dau. of Willia1n & Ha nnah Moon Brown 

Sarah 
b. 01-25-1765 Oran~e County, N.C. 
d. 03-13-1062 Wayne County, Indinna 
m. Willi am Johnson 03-20-1793 Surry County, N.C 

b. 1767 d. 08-01-1830 
son of Stephen and Martha Wethereld Johnson 

William 
b. 07-~0-1767 Orang e County, N.C. 
d. 
m. Millicent Harnett 1798 

dau. Arthanacius & Jane Hutchins Barnett 

Moses 
b. 08-18-1769 Orang e County, N.C. 
d. 
m. ca. 1791 

George 
b. 10-07-1771 Oran~e County, N.C. 
d. 102 7 
m. (1) Agatha Jackson (2) Lydia Parker 1813 I 

I 
j 



GEORGE !\.lJ.t\MS 

L.t\NC hS'J.'EH COLJN'l'Y' PENN SYLVA NI fl wn,r, R:P.COHDS 

I Georr-e tlcl~ms of' Carn...,rvone in t;he Connty of L::mcaster n.nd 
Province of Pense·lvnniH Yeomnu be:Lnr: i..1eek in body but of 
Sonnd Mind f'ncl. Vimnory !J·lessed he r}0d do this first d''Y 0f 
Mny ·"'-nno Dom. onr~ thou s .'1nd - seven hundrnd ~,_nd fol'ty seven 
Mnke tlJiG my Ln.st \Jill nnd 'l'est~urient in Manner followinr~ 
that ifl to Say '\f l.;Ar my Just Debts 8.nd Fi.rneraJ Chn.rr:es be 
rioicl and Dischn.rrecl I rrivo and Devise to nrv Lovinr-: Wife 
i\f'therine /\d.::m1s f'onr l\.crcs oi' Lrind to be t~lrnn of.f of any 
pnrt of niy L1n1d Si tur.te rmd be:i.nv :i.n C rrn::irvonc nforefJaid 
on riny of rny Lines in one Entire peice or plB.t Excepting 
only the present Imnroved part of my LPnds for her and her 
hairs for ever Item I rive to my sRid Lovin~ wife Katherine 
Admus the Use and Occunation of all the rest and residue 
of my Esto.te both real P.nd persona.l for 8.nd During the 'l'erm 
of her Nntur~l Lif0 ~nd its my VilJ. thnt after the Decease 
of my sd.d Hi.fe Kn.therine Adams thy my said Esl.;at.e both real 
nnd porr::onnl be cU vicled into five En<!_ne1 par.ts or Shnres, 
8ncl I p:ivo :=ind Drwise two fifths thereof to my son \.Ii llimn 
Adruns and one fifth thereof to my Dnurhter Ann AdamR nnd one 
fifth. thoj'eof to m:r D1..mp'l1ter Sar8ll 1\druns and · one fifth thel'eof 
to my Dn.urrhter Jn.ne J\clnms to them & their heirs for Evr;r but 
wlth~ll i~s my will that if my said Son Willinm ~tlmns C~n and 
will pny unto my D::iu;rhtors Afore1rnmed the pnrts or· Sh~ros 
w ch will 1H~lonr: unto them of nry re~1.l Estate Accordinr;; to 
the V ci.hw.ti on or /\nprr-dsment of two or more Heie:hbors In­
differently Cho:-::en nnd nnmed by rny said Son And Daughters 
th::1t Uien ill:" snid So!'1 possess ctll my real Estnte n.ft0r the 
decc8Re of n~ S{lid wife Katherine Ad8ms And I do hAroby 
appoint Const~ tute R.nd orcln.in nr.'r So.id T,ovinr~ ·wife KnthcrLne 
J\clr-i.rr1f1 Sole Exocntrix of this m.y Lost Will 8nd 'l'ostnment In 
\Ji tness whereof I tho said. Georr:e i\da.ms have to this my 
Last Will and. Testoment Sot my hand and Seal the day and Year 
above Wri~ten the words ( belong unto them) interlined before 
Sealinrr, 8.nd pitb1ishi,ng hereof 

Sealed Sirned published Bnd 
pronounced be the said Geor~e 
11.dmns e.s Hnd for his Lo.st 1.·lill 
and Testament in the presence 
of us tho Subscribers 

George hdRms ( Seal ) 

George Martin 
J ocob Horp:~m 

... 

'l'he 6th Ai.1.rrust J.751 Before me the Snbscriber came Geor(".e 
Martin nnd J::icob MorP.:an the witnesses to tho above will and 
the said Georro Mnrtin on h:is solemn affirmation n.nd the said 
Jacob Jforrr8n on his corporal oath cl:i.d Declare and S .:i.y th .rit 
they were present ~nd Saw and heard the above Testator Geor~e 
Adnms Sir~n Secil publish nnd pronounce the above Hri ting as 
and I'or his last will and Testament and thAt 8t the Doin~ . . . . :' 
thereof he was of Sound Mind Memory and understanding accord-
ing to the best of their Knowledge observ8.tion & be1~if 

I 



GF:OHGE /\D AMS 

GEOHUE J\D 1\MS 
Born 
Dj ed l?)l ? Lf'l nc 8.S tor C ou.nty, Pennsyl vo.ni '1. 

~'' i.ll o>it.r;d 5-l-1?117 reco:rdod f~-6-J.?51 
M0r:ried K>i th8r·ine Dixon 03-15-J.7 ? 7 ( J.j c8nse d 2. t0) 

Horn 

Children: 

Died 

William 
b. 09-15-1734 Chester County, Pennsylvanin 
d. 07-1J-l.FJ16 Surry (Yadkin) Conni.;y, N. C. 
m. Sus:inn r-1 Martin c ~1. 1751.~ in Penn::-iylv o.nia 

chue rfoses and Ma.rgR:ret Battin Martin 

Ann 
b. 
d. 
Ill .• 

3Rr8.h 
b. 
d. 
m. 

tT nne 
b. 
d. 
Ill. 

~ .. .. 



M Y F l M I L Y 

by 

G. dENNETT ADAMS 

Part 1 of 3) 

It was about the year 1800 that John Addms the first of that name to 
penetrate these hill~ set:led at Maykin~ nea r the Junction of Pine Creek and 
the Bottomfork. It was not Mayking ntither Pine Creek nor Bottqm Fork, these 
names have iong since bee.1 gl en to thePe places. It was a wilderness. The 
squirrels played on the hillsides and the deer hastened along the trail leading 
to the "Licks". There wa ~1 a trail, a mountain trail over which the Indians had 
passed and over which the deer roamed. 

Prior to this time Boone the famous Kentucky hunter had come this way, 
making one journey up the North Fork to the headquarters of the Creek which 
still bears his name and retu~ning to the more favorable regions. Others on 
bear hunts or in search of salt had com1• through the Pound Gap and passed on 
down the river or to the Beaver ValJey and back again. True, Christopher Gist 
50 years before this had followed the Indian trail up the North Fork to the 
Big Bottom at Mayking and taking up the Laurel of the Bottom Fork crossed through 
the Pound Gap and onto the Clinch and the Holstein. These were the only white 
people that had ever seen this land previous to the coming of John Adams. 

Living in North Carolina and having heard of the famous country beyond, he 
headed a colony into these hills. Bringing with them what they could and with 
their trusty flintlock and ax in hand they moved out, crossing through Cumberland 
Gap they turned towards the hills and over the Pine we find them at the mouth 
of Bottomfork felling trees and building a cabin home near the first of the 
19th century. Of this family, we know very little prior to this time. They 
were from Wilkes County, North . Carolina and that is about all. Later we may 
know more and then it shall be . told. John Adams was twice married. His first 
wife had died and he had married again long before coming to Kentucky. Of his 
first family we know very little. There were two children that we know about. 
One son Stephen married a daughter of James Webb, the first of that name to 
come into this section and who settled on Cumberland near the mouth of Oven Fork 
about the same time that John Adams settled. A daughter Betty married Archelious 
Craft who followed the John Adams family and settled on the creek whick still 
bears his name, "Craft's Colly." John Adams had other children by his first 
marriage who settled in North Carolina. His last wife was Letty Simpson and 
they had seven sons and three daughters and all of them came with him when he 
settled in the new log home at the junction of the Pine and the Bottom Fork. 

The names of the sons of John Adams were: Benjamin, Randall, Solomon, 
Spencer, John Cager, Simpson, and Andrew. The girls were Jennie, Polly, Lydia, 
and Aggie. 

I can only write briefly about each of these children for there are very 
few of the native people of Letcher County but what are related to this first 
family. I shall dwell more fully on the ones with which I am related at the 
present and perhaps later tell more about the others, for it would take a volume 
within itself to give a genealogy of this family's descendants. 

l 



1st. Benjamin married Nancy the daughter of Randolph Holbrook, the 
first of that name to settle in eastern Kentucky. They settled at or near the 

J mouth of Millstone. 

2nd. Randall married a sister to Eld John A. Caudill and lived at the 
mouth of Big Cowan Creek. 

3rd. Solomon married Nancy Hogg, a sister to Hiram Hogg. He settled at 
the mouth of Solomon Branch which still bears his name. 

4th. Spencer married Susan Bowman and lived in Letcher County for 
several years moving to Magoffin or in that section about 1850. 

5th. John Cager married Betsey Mullins and settled on Macey's Creek in 
what is now Perry County. 

6th. Simpson married Susan Baker and moved to Scioto County, Ohio about 
1823. 

7th. Andrew married Nancy Frazier, a sister to Solomon Frazier, of Smoot 
Creek and settled there. (He was my wife's great grandfather.) 

8th Jennie married Benjamin Webb who was the son of James Webb the first 
of that name to settle here. She was my great grandmother on my father's side. 

9th. Polly mar~ied William G. (Billy Grit) Adams the first of that line 
of Adamses to settle here. She was also my great grandmother on my father's 
side. 

10th. Lydia married William (Wid) Holbrook a nd settled in Carter County, 
Kentucky. 

11th. Aggie married John Smith and settled in Knott County. 

I have already stated that Jennie, one of the daughters of John Adams, 
was my great grandmother and ~lso Polly's. Jennie married Benjamin Webb who 
was the son of James Webb, th~ first of that name to settle here. He came along 
about the same time that John Adams did but settled on the Cumberland River near 
the mout~ of Oven Fork. He lived there all of his life and is buried in the 
old cemetery down below ~'here he llved. Benjamin Webb first settled at the 
mouth of Bottom Fork about the yeaL 1811, then he moved to Cracker's ~eek just 
above where Mayking js now, t~en he moved to near the mouth of Pert Creek 
where he lived for awnile then moving back to the big bottom at Mayking where 
he spent the latter part of his life and he is buried together with his wife 
in the old Webb Cemetery . Benjamin Webb was born in the year 1775 and died in 
the year 1867 at the age of 92 yea r s. He and Jennie Adams were married in 
about the year 1806. They had the following chiJ<lren: Nelson, Purthiah, 
Enoch A., Lettie, Polly, (this was my gr3ndmother on my father:3 side) Jason L., 
Miles M., Sallie, and Wiley W. 

Polly, just ment i oned, ma r. rierl Willia~ G. Adams, son of William G. (Billy 
Grit) and Polly Adams an( one of their sons was 5 . E. Adams whc was the writer's 
father. 

Jenqie Adams, on~ of the daughters of John Adams, married Benjamin Webb. 
Benjamin Webb was the so1. of .hmes Webb wh0 s2i:tled over in the Cumberland 
River Valley near the mouth of Ove. Fork along about the same time that John 
Adams carae here. Benjamin Web t1 came along with JJhn Adams. For some time 
he had been making hi~ home wj rh this famiJy even before they migrated from 

~. 
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North Carolina . So, when J r. hn Adams moved to 11 is hvme ,, t the mouth uf Pine 
Creek in what is now Letche r County along ab o1. t the ye a r 1800 Benjamin Webb 
came with the family. Sho 1 t l y thereafte r he ma1ried Je nnie, the oliest 
daughter of .Tohn Adams by l is 8econd marriage Above I mentioned the children 
of Benjamin and Jennie Web L· . T.he chilJren ' s ,.ames are Nelson, Part hiah, Enoch 
A., Lettie, P0lJy, Jason L., Mil es M., Sa llie. and Wil e y F. 

Nelson uever ma~ried . He wa s a schoo l t each£r a 11d one of the first teachers 
in what is now Letcher Cou ty. He taught one ot h ~ s f ,1st schools along about the 
year 1828 at the south of ~opp~r's Cli f f Hollow on the Bottom Fork. It was a 
subscription pchool while Lhis section was a 11art of P ~ rry County. 

Parthiah married Isaac Adams . They lived on Pert Creek. 

Enoch A., known as Du t: ch , married Susan t'olly , some times calleJ "Sookey." 
She was the daughter of olu Ned Polly th£ fir e t of tha t name to set t le in these 
hills. He settled un the ,,ottom Fork and liv ~ d anu di .d there and is buried in 
the old Webb Cemete~y. 

Lettie ~arried Eld. A· ch Craf t , who was . he s on of James Graf[. Arch Craft 
lived at the rnouth of Thorn ton and is bur i ed l n th :; Thornton Cemetery. 

Jason L. was married ~ wice, the firs t time to Eli ~ abeth Craft and the 
second time to Loudemia Hubba1·d. Ile lived on Webb Bra11ch near Sergent and is 
buried in the Thornton Ceme te ~y. 

Miles M. married Polly Holbrook and live~ on t he rlo ttom Fork just 
above where Mayking is now located. He is bu ·ied ! n the Webb Cemetery. 

Sally married Simpson Adams and lived on Pine Cre ek. They are buried in 
the Webb Cemetery. 

Wiley w. married Eliz~beth Polly, daught ~ r of Dav l d Polly, and they lived 
in the old Webb Bottom at Mayking and they ar c buried in the Webb Cemetery. 

Polly married William G. Adams, a son of WilU.am :.;. Adams, known as "Billy 
Grit." Their children were Benjamin, Purthiah, Lydia, Jane, Sarah, Letty, 
Miles M., Simpson E., and Mary E. Simpson E. spoken of here, is the father 
of the writer. 

Earlier in this famil y history mention was made of the fact that Polly 
Adams, daughter of John AdQms, married Wi lliam G. Adams, known as 11 Billy 
Grit", so nicknamed because of his determina ~ ion and ability to stand hard­
ships and also to designate him from another of the same name. William G. 
Adams was born in North Carolina in 1789 in Wllkes County (so he told the ce~us 
taker in 1860) and come to Kentucky, perhaps with his parents or some of his 
people. He first settled on Jellico Creek in what is now Whitley County in the 
southern part of the state, but aloni about 1810 came to this section, following 
others who had first settled in Wliitley County on Jellico Creek and then later 
pulling up their stakes and settling here. 

A part of the Adams f~mily in this section has been known by the nickname 
of the "Jellico Set." This came by them {ormerly settling and living for awhile 
on Jellico Creek_ in Whitley County and then later migrating and building their 
homes here. It was along about 1810, in the spring of the year, when William 
G. Adams crossed the Pine and pitched his tent in the environs of the Bottom 
Fork. He soon met, wooed and married Polly Adams, one of the daughters of the 
first settlers, John Adams. Shortly thereafter, he and his wife moved to 
Whitley County .again, settling on Jellico Creek. There they lived for several 
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Born Wllh A Handicap, Precious 
Tried Harder, And Won 
The Hearls Of His Owners 

By KATHY KELLER 
News Staff Writer 

DOBSON-=-Ifyou happen to catch 
a glimpse of Precious, you'll have to 
rub your eyes a few times in order 
to convince yourself this little 
dynamo isn't a jackrabbit 

Precious is a two-legged, part-chi­
huahua dog owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Adams of Rt 3 here. 

The 11-year-old walking wonder 
was born handicapped, the result 
of a tryst between his mother and 
his uncle. 

This little dog is not poor, howev­
er. He has the run of the Adams 
household and has won the family 
member's.hearts. He even sleeps in 
the couple's room on his own 
beanbag chair, and has a turtle 
pillow to cuddle up with in the den. 

Precious walks on his muscular 
legs like a human being - with a 
little jauntiness that makes him 
look like he is strutting. He uses the 
stubs, where his front legs should 
be, like arms to hoist himself up, or 
get someone's attention. 

Mrs. Adams recalled in a recent 
interview when her family discov­
ered the dog's handicap. 

"It was born on May 16, 1976, and 
really, it stayed down in the base­
ment and we didn't think anything 
about it The girls brought it up one 
day and (her husband) said 'Jo, that 
dog doesn't have any front legs.' " 

The Adamses discussed having 
the dog put to sleep by a veterina­
rian, but their daughters objected. 
Now, the whole family is glad they 
didn't 
. "We were sitting eating supper, 

and it came and sat up like a 
human for a half-second. Then it 
did it two or three times," Mrs. 
Adams explained. 

Gradually, she said, Precious was 
able to walk on his back legs, sit up 
and eat "like a human eats." 

The veterinarian told the owners 
that the two-legged canine uses 
muscles that other dogs didn't 
rea!ize they have. 

Precious has the run of the household. 

"People sometimes say, 'I feel 
sorry for that dog,' " Mrs. Adams 
related. "But I tell them that dog 
never had four legs, and he thinks 
he is normal, I reckon." 

Precious was aptly named by the 
Adamses' daughter, Martha Jo, who 
thought he was special because he 
was two-legged. Precious believes 
he is something special, too -
especially when there is food in the 
vicinity. 

He hops onto his feet, and in an 
almost begging manner, leaps at 

the pieces of bologna being tossed 
by his owner. The question 
remains, who is the real owner? 

One of the most amazing things 
about this two-legged mixed breed 
is that not only can he walk on his 
two legs, he also plays with other 
dogs and "he's a great groundhog 
killer." 

Mrs. Adams remembered when 
Precious and his mother were 
trying to scare a groundhog out of 
his burrow - "She couldn't get 

(Continued on Page 15A) 

Precious 
(Continued from Page 14A) 

under the bush, and he scooted 
under it and got it!" 

"Yes he's a very special dog. 
We've had a couple of dozen dogs, 
but he means more to me because I 
know he is ·handicapped," the 
woman said as Precious lay asleep 
on his favorite turtle pillow. 

"If I were to have another one 
like that I'd keep him. He has been 
a lot of 'run, and we enjoyed him. 
We have gotten a lot of kicks out of 
him - because people don't 
believe it" 





THOMAS E. RIGGINS 
SMSGT USAF RET 
738 Wingard Street 
Prattville, AL 36066 

(205)365-2637 

Surry County Genealogical Association 
P. 0. Box997 
Dobson, NC 27017 

18 October 1993 

Hello All , 

My name is Tom Riggins and I am down here in Alabama with Ancestors out of Surry Co.,NC 
and at the present time am unable to travel to your state to do my looking. 

I would appreciate it if you could send me a short description or brochure of your Association or 
anything you may think appropriate (including Dues). 

I am new at Genealogy but have found that one of my ggreat grandfathers family may have 
started in your county after coming from overseas by way of Pa. then down along the Applachian 
Mountains. Family surname was ADAMS. 

Looking forward to hearing from you and please enclose an application for membership. 

Sincerely, 

Tom 

Auburn University Alumnus 



Mary Hecke1i 
9538 Bay Front Dr 
Norfolk, VA 235 J 8-6304 



Mary Heckert 

SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
P. O. BOX 997 

DOBSON, NC 27017 
http://juliemorrison.com/surry/ 

March 20, 1999 

9538 Bay Front Drive 
Norfolk, VA 23518-6304 

Thank you for your card dated March 4, 1999 regarding Fannie 
Matilda Adams born Dec. 8, 1880 in Elkin. After checking our 
files and other available resources, we have been unable to 
locate information regarding her or her sister that married 
Frank Aquilla Huff of Yadkinville. North Carolina did not 
keep birth records until 1914. And we were not able to locate 
anything on a Martha Carter, their mother. 

In the Delayed Births of Surry County we found a Carl Bohnson 
Adams born 3-14-1895 in Elkin to Willie Ezra Adams and Annie 
E. Carter. Could these be connected to your Fannie and Mary 
Adams and mother Martha Carter? 

In the 1900 Surry County Census there was a Mary Adams listed 
in the household of Mrs. Thersey(?) Mosley in Elkin Township. 
She was the niece of Mrs. Mosley. Her birth date was given as 
8-1888, 11 years old. A Thursay Hurt married a James Mosley 
in Surry in 1863. Could she have had a brother Joel Hurt that 
was connected to the Carter family. A Joel Hurt married 
Deanah Carter in Surry in 1830. The names and dates don't 
really have much connection. Further research needs to be 
done. 

We found many Huff family histories in the book "The Heritage 
of Yadkin County, NC" but did not see these names listed. 

We also checked the Adams family histories in both volumes of 
our book, "The Heritage of Surry County, NC." You might wish 
to write SCGA member Jo Adams, 102 Heritage Lane, Dobson, NC 
27017 to see if she can help. 

We will be happy to print a query in our quarterly journal for 
you and place surname cards in our file. Information is 
enclosed. Also enclosed is information about our association. 
We print four quarterly journals a year and they are well 
worth the yearly membership fee of $15. 

We are very sorry that we were unable to locate information 
for you at this time. If we can be of service further, please 
write again. 

Research Committee 



Subj: Re: Research in Surry County 
Date: 2/1/02 6:26:23 PM Eastern Standard lime 
From: BuddAdams 
To: Wjhiatt 

Hi: You're extremely gracious. I visited the Surry Community College Library as well as The Elkin and My. Airy Public 
Libraries looking for my great grand mother, Sarah (Sally) Todd Adams's grave to no awil. I saw but mistook the Kaplan 
Cemetery's ~lumes only looking in the one labeled, Surry County. If you could look in the ones I missed I'd be very 
appreciative. I checked Volumes 2, 4, 8, 9, 10, and 11 at the public libraries after discovering my error and after the 
Community College closed for Christmas vacation. I also visited the Elkin Cemetery where large sign lists the names and 
locations of those buried there. 

I did find and next day located the grave of a Sarah Adams in v4, p55, #241 . The problem was that 1890 was her birth 
day. The survey was completed after a joint stone with R.W. Hemmricks had been erected that included her name but before 
she died. --Close, but no cigar! 

For the record, I believe that Sarah Todd Adams b 15 May 1817, d 1890/91, wife of George Adams b 1815-18, d 1868-69 
was buried in Surry County by her son, Newton Adams with whose family she was living in Elkin. f'n. 7 - d- 9' - I 'Jff 3 7 

I noticed that there was at least one other Adams family in Surry. While this may sound strange, I have found that to the 
best of my knowledge, all the Adams' from the "1cinity of Forbush in Surry, now Yadkin County, and between 1830 and 1850 
or even later, all of Adams' in Yadkin, were descended from William and Susanna Adams, 1834-1816 who came down from 
Chester/Lancaster County, PA to the Cane Creek Meeting area 30 Ml SE of Greensboro in 1756 and later moved in 1789 to 
near Forbush and there died in 1816. If any one in your Society has traced the later Surry Adams's back to Philadelphia, or 
the UK, I'd be interested in hearing their beginnings. 

LJ Pt~ {)h--rvt-<J- I 1 ;J. (., - I 7· ~ '71 S ~ /~~ 
.J~~ -1-~ /]~_/-' u, / :fc>yr-e-a_~-~~ 
Ju)- /1-!Y'- j e-v~ ~~ { 13 4J. . ~ r, I 5-J 

.. 

Frtday, F.i>ruary 01, 2002 America Onlfne: Wjhiatt Plge: 1 



Subj: Re: George Adams 
Date: 217102 11:15:49 AM Eastern Standard lime 
From: BuddAdams 
To: Wjhiatt 

Hi Wilma: Well, it was a long shot I suppose. Sarah Todd Adams surprised me by the amount of tra-.eling that she did­
following the men in her life. Shortly after marriage, her husband George and se-.eral others, went to St. Joseph, MO in 1840. 
The rest stayed or went further west, but Sarah & family returned reportedly due to her being homesick in 1844 to Yadkin Co. 
As her family left she stayed on finally lea\Ang again around 1877 with her youngest and last remaining son to be with her 
daughter's family in IN. She again went with her son to \4sit my grandfather in 1880 in NW MO but returned to IN in the same 
year. The two mo\ed se-.eral times in IN and NC where she finally died in 1890 in Elkin. They were probably too poor to afford 
a stone. 

Since we usually stay in Jones\411e when I \Asit the area, I had to look. Thank you again for your efforts. Sincerely, Budd 
Adams 

Thursday, February 07, 2002 America Online: Wjhiatt Page: 1 



Jo Frances Jones Adams - December 20, 1935 - July 08, 2010 

Jo Adams was a long-time member of SCGA. She was very active in 
the association and a member of the book committee when The 
Heritage of Surry County (Volume I) was published in 1983. And 
also a member of the book committee in 1994 when Volume II was 
published. 

Jo was always willing to help the association wherever she was 
needed in various capacities, especially when it came time to 
represent SCGA at a local festival. She was faithful in attending the 
meetings as long as she was able and was always happy to see 
everyone as we were always happy to see her. Her husband Don 
would always bring her to the meetings and would come back to pick 
her up after the meeting. 

Jo was always willing to help others with their family research and 
willing to share her own family research. She was a descendant of the 
famous Elder John "Johnny" Jones of Surry County and was a faithful 
attendee at the Jones reunions that she enjoyed so much. 

Jo was the wife of Don R. Adams for 55 years. She was born in Surry 
County to the late Joseph Henry and Martha Poindexter Jones. She 
was a dedicated member of Fairview Baptist Church in Dobson. Jo 
and Don had two daughters and sons-in-law, Martha and Keith 
Hudson and Luann and Greg Thomas; a son and daughter-in-law, 
Keith and Kim Adams of Dobson; nine grandchildren, Jordan Adams, 
Lauren and husband Ty Tilley, Jared Adams, Kody, Luke and Haley 
Hudson, Nathan Thomas, Matthew and Nicholas Thomas; and a great­
granddaughter, Emery Tilley; a sister, Mary White; a brother-in-law, 
Jim Slaydon; and a step-sister-in-law, Violet Reece. In addition to her 
parents, Jo was preceded in death by two sisters, Loree Russell and 
Creola Slaydon; her step-father, W.W. Reece; two step-sisters, 
Thelma Shores and Beulah Reece; and three step-brothers, Weldon, 
Everett and Harold Reece. She was buried in Fairview Baptist Church 
Cemetery on Sunday, July 11, 2010. 

Jo will be missed by the members of SCGA as well as her family and 
many friends. 
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