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Mount Airy Happenings 

Dowell Family Members Gather Here For Reunion 
• Tuesday was indeed a day of sadness 

as we watched the World Trade Center de
stroyed in New York and the strike on the 
Pentagon in Washington. It is difficult to 

Eleanor Powell 
absorb what actually happened and won
der how this terrorist act was carried out 
exactly as they had planned. It is interest
ing to note that all of this took place on 9-
11 (the emergency number.) 

We are all shaken by this horrible act 
and send our thoughts and prayers to those 
families of the deceased and injured. May 
God bless each of them. 

We are fortunate to live in this beautiful 
small town, but many of our loved ones 
leave out from here daily for jobs that car
ry them all over the United States and for
eign countries. Naturally, we are always 
concerned. 

Let's hope and pray that the guilty will 
be charged and that our lives will soon re
turn to order. 

After dealing with that situation all day 
long on Tuesday it was refreshing to get 

back at my desk yesterday morning and 
touch on the lives of our hometown peo
ple. Today features a happy subject with 
many family reunions, birthdays and wed
ding celebration. 

The Dowell family gathered recently in 
the fellowship hall of First Baptist Church 
for a wonderful celebration. A.L. Dowell, 
a prominent grocery man, and his wife, 
Lessie, had 15 children, all well-known 
and well-respected citizens. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dowell are both deceased, along with four 
of their children, Byron, Leo, Roscoe and 
Patrieia. 

The remaining 11 children attended the 
event along with their spouses, grandchil
dren, great-grandchildren and great-great
grandchildren. 

A highlight of the afternoon came when 
Thelma Dowell was presented an engraved 
plaque of appreciation for her years of love 
and service to the Dowell family. She has 
remained living in the Dowell homeplace 
and is always available when the need aris
es. 

Some of the Dowell great-grandchil
dren also sang for the group which made 
the celebration even more meaningful. 

They are a wonderful family. 

• September 11 was a day to remember 
for three persons who celebrated their 
birthdays: Katheri · · 
and Blanche Callaway. 

Chip Callaway, Greensboro landscape 
architect, treated his mother, Blanche, to a 
trip to Richmond Hill Resort near 
Asheville. 

(Continued) 

DOWELL REUNION: Members of the A.L. Dowell family are shown at their home 
during a family gathering in the late 1940s. Mr. and Mrs. Dowell (now deceased} 
are shown (center) with their grandson, Joe Neese. Pictured (front row, left to 
right are Chip Marion, Mike Dowell, Leo Dowell Jr., Janet Dowell, Johnny Dowell, 
Judy Dowell and Ricky Dowell. Seated on the second row are: Thelma Dowell, 
Opal Marion, Nancy Dowell, Betty Dowell, Treva Dowell, Savannah Dowell, Bob-

GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN PERFORM: Some of the Dowell great-grandchil
dren sang during family reunion at First Baptist Church. 

... Thelma Dowell (right, above) receives a trophy of appreciation for her years of 
love and service to the Dowell family. Nancy Adams (left) made the presentation. 
Mary Dowell (right) looks on with other family members ... 

bie Dowell, Lessie Dowell and Joe Neese, Carole Dowell, Edith Joyce, Patricia 
Dowell, Linda Dowell and Betty Neese. Standing behind are Raymond Joyce, Jr., 
Jack Dowell, Charles Dowell, Leo Dowell, Byron Dowell, Harry Dowell, A. L. Dow
ell Sr., Raymond Joyce, Roscoe Dowell, A.L. Dowell Jr., Matt Neese and Jimmy 
Dowell. 
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Snappy Lunch Could Go On 
Auction Block 

By MONDEE COX 

Staff Writer 

"Irked" is a mild way of putting how Charles Dowell feels about the 
"For Sale" sign posted on the front of his business, a Mount Airy 
landmark, the Snappy Lunch. 

Although the sign was posted on the front of the Snappy Lunch last 
Friday, the opening day of the Autumn Leaves Festival, Dowell more 
recently has been the center of rumor and allegation as to what will 
happen to the diner that is steeped in history from its connection to 
The Andy Griffith Show. 

The building where the Snappy Lunch has operated for more than 76 
years went on sale Oct. 13 and Dowell, although soft spoken, said he 
was "irked" about the prospects of the place being sold. 

"I wish it didn't have to happen. I am not ready to retire and I am not 
happy about having to move the business somewhere else. When I 
came to work last Friday, I came in the back door and the waitresses 
came through the front." 

"They told me to look at this big sign out front that said the place was 
for sale. When I saw it, I was stunned," related Dowell. 

Dowell said he knew the owner of the building, Jack Snow, wanted to 
sell the building; they had previously not been able to agree on a 
pnce. 

A tax appraisal of the aging building in January of 1999 listed the 
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property as worth $36, 172. Dowell made an offer to Snow to 
purchase the building for $37,000 saying that he would at least offer 
him the tax value. 

Dowell currently pays $17 5 a month rent for the building that he says 
is badly' in need of repairs. 

"I have spent $1,500 so far this year making repairs to the building. I 
don't even tell him that I am going to fix something, I just go ahead 
and do it. I figure that he's getting his money worth out of me," 
Dowell said. 

At Snow's current asking price of$159,000 the building is ironically 
listed with Mayberry Properties. Dowell said the amount is way out of 
line for the building that was built in the 1920s. However, Snow has 
made public his plan to list the property in an online auction on the 
Internet and see if that's what he can't get for it. 

Dowell said Thursday he would be willing to pay a higher amount in 
rent as long as it is reasonable, but likes the way things are now. 

In addition to the original landmark on Main Street, Dowell said he 
purchased the two buildings that adjoin the restaurant. He uses one for 
an overflow dining room and the other is occupied by Floyd's Barber 
Shop. 

"If I have to, I will move the kitchen over to the other dining room. 
But it will cost me more to move than to stay right where I am, even 
with higher rent," said Dowell. 

If Dowell does find it necessary to move from the restaurant's original 
location, he said the famous "Snappy Lunch" signs go with him, but 
things wouldn't be the same. 

"Right now I don't know what's going to happen, but I think in the 
end, I will end up staying right here." 

l 
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Snappy Lunch: Celebrating 75 Years ___ l 923-1998 ... · 
Most 75-year-olds would be content to 

put the working world behind them and 
enjoy a life of leisure. It is still open six 
days a week, serving genuine Southern 
short orders to regulars from.around Mount 
Airy as well as to visitors from around the 
world. Snappy Lunch was one of several 
small eating establishments that sprang up 
on Mount Airy's Main Street in the early 
part of the century. According to longtime 
proprietor Charles Dowell, Snappy Lunch 
was sandwiched between the original Blue
bird Cafe and a diner called Times Square. 
The building where it has stood since I 923 
had once been a post office and, for a time, 
a book store. Its founders, George 
Robertson and Deuce Hodge, stocked their 
tiny establishment with everything from 
fresh fruit to cigars to homemade pies
served up in the customer's bare hand. In 
those days, Snappy Lunch stayed open 
until midnight, to take advantage of the 
moviegoers leaving downtown Mount 
Airy's Earle, Grand and Center Theatres. 

In 1943 a 14-year-old usher at one of 
those movie palaces, Charles Dowell, 
dropped into the Snappy Lunch for a bolo
gna sandwich-and ended up staying a 
lifetime. Charles first worked as an 

· "everyman"--deaning, serving, stock
ing-for a whopping $10.00 per week. In 
1951 George Robertson sold Charles his 
half of the business. Charles recalls that he 
and Robertson completed the deal on a 
Friday. On Monday, Robertson returned 
and offered to buy back the share for twice 
what Charles bad paid him. Charles says 
he declined the offer, but a week later a. 
determined Robertson made the offer 
again, throwing in a parcel of land that he 
owned on Rockford Street. Realizing that 
there was more to Snappy Lunch than 
sandwiches and cigars, Charles turned him 
down. In 1961 Raymond Hemric, who had 
assumed ownership of the other half of the 
business, sold out to Charles, making him 
the sole proprietor. In the mid 60's , the 
business was expanded to better 
accomodate new customers. Charles ac
quired the adjoining building, a former 
shoe shop, then knocked out the wall to 
create an additional dining area. It did not 

take long for the booths to fill up. 
; "l ~ 

A good number of famous faces have 
crossed Snappy's threshold over the years. 
Old-time cowboy stars Bob Steele and "Wild 
Bill" Elliott put on the feed bag at Snappy 
Lunch. Bluegrass legend Lester Flatt and 
his entire band once lined up at Charles' . 
counter. More recently, Snappy hosted TV 
talk show superstar Oprah Winfrey and ac- ' 
tor/bodybuilder Lou ("ThelncredibleHulk'i 
Ferrigno. Charles also proudly displays pho
tographs ofTAGS stars who have graced his 
tables: Aneta Cor~aut; Betty Lynn; Howard 
Morris: Maggie Peterson Mancuso: .Doug 
Dillard and others. About 20 years ago an 
attractive young woman sitting at one of the 
cafe's tables caught Charles' eye. Hername, 
he found out, was Mary Clement. Cupid's 
bow was drawn, and Miss Clement became 
Mrs. Dowell! A few years later the Snappy 
family grew again as Charles and Mary 
became the proud parents of Jamie. · 

No history of Snappy Lunch would be · 
complete without mentioning the world
famous Pork Chop Sandwich. Charles de
veloped the special recipe himself and there 
is no other sandwich like it. To call the Pork 
Chop Sandwich popular is understatement. .. 
"legendary" might be more like it. 

Snappy Lunch' s history is still being 
written. Bus tours line up at the door just 
about every day to sample the food, the 
friendliness and the rich atmosphere of a 
small town diner. TouristS and TV film 1 

crews shoot miles of tape inside and out 
Charles' little business is so busy that this 
year he opened a second dining room two 
doors up the street. The staff is used to media 
attention, but in November 1998 the little 
diner shines in a spotlight that even they 
never expected: a write-up in the prestigious 
"Gourmet" Magazine. All this fame bas not , 
changed Snappy Lunch's essence. From the 
little window on Main Street, Snappy Lunch 
has been witness to four wars and twelve 
presidents, the Great Depression and the 
Great Society, be-bop and the Beatles, moon 
landings and Madonna. 

Everything that made Snappy Lunch 
work 75 years ago still works today: good 
food, good service, good people-really 
Good People. 

r 
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