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SPARGER FAMILY 
SURRY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 

John W. Sparger (1754, Shenandoah County VA - 1840 Highland Co OH) 
married Christina Frey 

John W. Sparger, Jr. (1788, Friedburg, (then) Surry County NC - 1833, Surry County NC) 
married Sarah Lyon 

Murlin Sparger (1817, Surry County NC - 1876, Surry County NC) 
married Bethania Cook 

George W. Sparger (1859, Surry County NC - 1934, Baltimore, MD) 
married Jessie Slade Gilmer 

The Sparger immigrant, Johan Wolfesperger, arrived in Philadelphia on the ship 
Thistle in 1732. His family's migrations began in Germany in mid 1400 when they 
moved to Switzerland, then to Alsace, from whence he and a large group of 
Palatines made their way from Rotterdam to a British port, and to Philadelphia. 
Their fleet included about thirty vessels. He was naturalized a few years later. His 
surname is variously spelled, recorded often as Wolfesberger or Wolfensberger. 
Johannes Wolfesberger lived in Lititz, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania when he 
married. Around 1750 the family moved to the Shenandoah River near Woodstock, 
Virginia, (now Shenandoah County). 

John W. Sparger (1754-1840) 

The immigrant's grandson, the third Johan Wolfesberger, was born on August 17, 
1754. As a twenty-some-year-old youth, he traveled to Friedburg, North Carolina. 
Soon after, he and a companion escaped through a window when the house they 
were in was raided and burned by Indians, so it was recorded in the diary of a 
Moravian neighbor. Johan Wolfesberger married Christina Frey, daughter of 
Valentine Frey of Friedburg. Around 1790, the young couple moved to a tract of 
land in north Surry County granted by patent to the elder Johan Wolfesberger for 
"my son." Their land was near Forkners Creek. Later, they acquired additional 
acres in the northeast part of the county. Some years after the Wolfesbergers 
moved to Surry County, it became more convenient for them to adopt the name as 
it appeared on an early jury list. Thus, Johan Wolfesberger became John W. 
Sparger, the "p" in Sparger reflecting the sound of the German "b." Father and 
children all used the middle initial "W." but it was eliminated in the third and 
subsequent generations. 

John W. Sparger appears in local records as a wagon maker; and in estate 
accounts, he is sometimes paid for making a coffin. In 1800 he received a grant 
from the state for 1,000 acres for the purpose of operating an iron works. As their 
children grew to young adulthood, some began moving west. After the death of 
Christina Frey Sparger in 1834, John W. Sparger, now a widower in his late 
seventies, accompanied by one of his sons and perhaps others, rode on horseback 
to join his children in Highland County, Ohio. There he died on November 17, 1840. 

John W. Sparger. Jr. (1788-1833) 

John W. Sparger, Jr. was the only son of John W. and Christina (Frey) Sparger 
who remained in Surry County. In 1816 he married Sarah Lyon, daughter of 
William Lyon of Hillsville, now in Carroll County, Virginia. 
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Murlin Soarger (1817-1876) 

Murlln Sparger, the oldest son of John W. Sparger, Jr. and Sarah Lyon, was my 
great grandfather. He was born in Surry County on May 13, 1817. On December 6, 
1838, he married Bethania Cook, born January 13, 1817. 

Like his father and grandfather before him, Murlin Sparger was a wagon maker. 
He also owned a tobacco factory which he left to two sons who carried on the 
business. Sparger Brothers Tobacco Manufacturing Company was still in opera
tion after 1900. Murlin and Thany Sparger had nine children, some of whom left 
Surry County to raise their families in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

In 1875, Murlin and Thany Sparger visited their children in Knoxville. While 
there, they wrote to their children back at the home place in Surry County. In his 
letter Murlin Sparger gives many instructions to his sons concerning the care of 
the farm, and passes along messages from "your mother" instructing their 
daughters about proper preservation of summer produce. He also speaks of the 
pain and sickness that troubles him. Indeed, a year after returning home to Surry 
County, he died of cancer. 

George W. Sparger (1859-1934) 

I only saw my grandfather once. At Thanksgiving when I was barely two years 
old, my parents undertook an automobile trip from Danbury to Baltimore. 
Although I did not know it then, I realize now that this was very much in the 
nature of a pre-death visit for my father and grandfather. 

I have very clear memories of this visit, even to the appearance of the outside of 
the house which has changed, but remnants of the 1934 house remain, especially 
the use of some stone in the foundation of the brick house. My grandmother, as 
always, was warm and loving, happy to see her little granddaughter for the first 
time. As far as I could tell, Grandfather sat in the same chair in the living room 
from which he didn't move the entire time. I don't recall that he said anything 
though everyone made an obvious and extensive effort to include him in conver
sation which he acknowledged with a nod of his head or a motion of his hand. He 
was very near death; but as a two year old, I only grasped that something about 
the old man sitting in the chair wasn't right. 

My most vivid memory of this 1934 visit was waking up on the back seat to an 
amazing array of sparkling lights in the sky flashing by the window over my 
head. My two year old brain told me that we had arrived in Fairy Land; but my 
parents informed me, "No, it's just Christmas lights in Washington. Now, go back 
to sleep. We're almost there." 

It strikes me now that my two-year old vision of those sparkling lights in the sky 
over Washington was singularly prophetic. Many years later that little girl from 
the hills of North Carolina worked on or around the corner from the same street 
we drove down in 1934. Among other things, my NASA team was responsible for 
planningand directing repair of the Hubble Space Telescope that beams back to 
earth those incredible sparkling images from the sky. 
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