
Growing Up in the 1900's 
By Lillian Smith 

Paige Smith (born May 3, 1924 in Beulah, North 
Carolina) Married Mildred Cox (born September 9, 1931) 

Second Marriage Dorothy Booker Chappell (born February 
14, 1931. Died May 2, 2016). Fought in WWII 1940-194 7. 

My grandfather, Paige Smith, has lived 

almost an entire century and has witnessed many 

changes and advancements in science, technology 

and medicine. 

Paige Smith posing 
for the camera. 
Private Collection 
owned by David 
Smith 
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He has seen and done things few other 

people can say they have seen or done. 

Growing up I always knew my grandfather 

was a fascinating man because he always had a 

story to tell. But they were not your average stories. 

A story my grandfather has told for years that has 

always stuck with me is the story about his older 

brother cutting my five-year-old grandfathers thumb 

off. One afternoon Paige and his older brother, 

Warren, were cutting wood for the stove. Grandpa, 

who was five years old, was holding the wood while 

Warren was swinging the axe. As Warren was 

swinging the axe he accidently cut my grandfathe 'rs 

thumb off. 395 To this day my grandfather still tells 

that story and that's just one of many. The most 

captivating time of was when he was a young man. 

All of the jobs he had made him the ninety-three 

year-old man he is today. 

Imagine having five siblings all under the 

age of thirteen living in a house with no power, and 

395 Smith, David. Personal interview. 18 Sept. 2017. 
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no bathroom. 396 Paige Smith was born in Beulah, 

North Carolina, to Tilden and Ethel Smith.397 

Paige's father abandoned his family when Paige 

was a young boy, leaving his mother Ethel with a 

rowdy bunch of boys and one daughter to raise on 

her own. Food was scarce and money was virtually 

non-existent. The family worked on their own land 

to provide food, which they traded for money, 

medical needs and any life necessity. 398 Working on 

the farm instilled a great work ethic in my 

grandfather, as he was the only one to graduate high 

school in his family. 399 

During his high school years, my 

grandfather played basketball for Beulah High 

School. During this time they made it to a 

tournament in Wins ton Salem. 400 This was the first 

time my grandfather left his home place. His mother 

396 Smith, Paige. Personal interview. 20 Sept. 2017. 
397 Smith, David. Personal interview. 18 Sept. 2017. 
398 Smith, Sandy. Personal interview. 19 Sept. 2017. 
399 Ibid 
400 Ibid 
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gave him a dime, the only money they had, and he 

bought his first ice-cream cone.401 

To give an example of how rowdy my 

grandfather's brothers were, after high school they 

sawmilled during the day and helped their uncle, 

Granville, make moonshine at night on Skull Camp 

Mountain, on the other side of Beulah. 402 Story 

goes, while carrying one hundred pound sacks of 

sugar on their back, if you broke a twig while 

climbing the mountain you would be in major 

trouble.403 Any noise could alert the revenuers to 

their illegal activity. 

After my grandfather graduated high school 

he became a welder in Norfolk, Virginia, at a 

shipyard. He welded for a year and was drafted into 

the Navy at age 18, during World War II, 1940-

1947 .404 My grandfather spent four years on an 

escort ship.405 As many veterans do not like to 

40 1 Smith, David. Personal interview. 18 Sept. 201 7. 
402 Ibid 
403 Smith, Paige. Personal interview. 20 Sept. 2017. 
404 Ancestry.com. U S. WWII Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-
1947. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. , 2011. 
405 Smith, David. Personal interview. 18 Sept. 2017. 
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discuss what it was like in the war and what they 

went through, it was hard to discuss with my 

grandfather what it was like to be out there so 

young and fighting for his life, but he did tell me 

what his job was in the war, and it was a signal 

man. After his four years were up in the Navy, he 

started driving a Greyhound Bus, which only lasted 

for a couple of years because they cut his pay for 

driving while smoking cigarettes. 406 Since he quit 

driving the bus he had to find another job. His next 

job was working at Hennis Freight Lines for seven 

years.407 My grandfather was quickly charging jobs. 

The next job he had was buying his own truck and 

becoming an owner operator. 408 My grandfather 

wanted to take the next step in the trucking 

business; he bought his own trucking company, 

Cooke Trucking Company, Inc. Freddie Cooke was 

the first owner of Cooke Trucking Company. 

Freddie and my grandfather started out as partners. 

Eventually my grandfather bought Freddie 

406 Ibid. 
407 Smith, David. Personal interview. 18 Sept. 2017. 
408 Smith, Paige. Personal interview. 20 Sept. 2017. 
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completely out of the business. Making him sole 

owner. Paige worked at Cooke for six or seven 

years before his son, my father, David, left college 

at Western Carolina University to help my 

grandfather. With my father's help Cooke grew 

from having only twelve trucks to seventy trucks. 

The son and father duo was astonishing. Cooke 

Trucking Company has become one of the most 

successful trucking companies in Mount Airy, NC. 

My grandfather, being ninety-three years old 

has outlived almost all of the friends and family he 

knew. To me, that is both a blessing and a curse 

within its self. My grandfather has seen events or 

things that people will probably never be able to 

see, again meaning my grandfather got to witness a 

man land on the moon, as well as the advancements 

of computers and the cellular phone. From being a 

young boy to the older man he is today. He had to 

learn how to work for what he has wanted in life. I 

know for a fact he has never depended on anyone 

else. Going through life the way he did, it has 

shaped him into the man he is today. The man he is 
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today is a stubborn man who is ninety-three but acts 

thirty. He is no longer working at Cooke Trucking 

Company. He still finds ways to keep himself busy. 

Most days you will find him on a lawnmower 

mowing for eight hours, or you will find him 

working on one of his antique cars. 

Paige and David with a Cooke Trucking Truck. 

Source: Private Collection owned by David Smith 

My grandfather has had a remarkable life. 

His younger years and all of his many jobs have 

made him the person he is today. I believe that 

going through trials and tribulations make you a 

stronger person, and I believe all the hurdles of life 
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my grandfather has gone through have made him 

tougher. Our generation could never survive what 

my grandfather's generation went through. He 

belongs to the greatest generation. Going back 

through my grandfather's life has really opened my 

eyes. We are so fortunate to have all the access to 

the technology, medicine and research available. 

Unfortunately, in recent days, my grandfather has 

fallen ill and is unable to finish telling his story. My 

dad proudly stepped in and told his story on my 

grandfather's behalf. His generation is truly one of a 

kind, and I am honored I could tell my grandfather's 

story and reflect on his life. 
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