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This is a remembrance of our beginnings written 
by Mary Lib Collins in 1983. 

Saint Stephen's 

"This history is only an attempt to outline the founding and growth of St. Stephens' 
Church. We have several newcomers at this writing who have not had time to participate 
in the Churchs history yet. Also, there were many families who had rolls in our history, 
but some names cannot be remembered and some stayed for only short times. To any of 
these who should have been mentioned, and were not, I offer my apologies. 

I do not believe it is possible to compile a history of an institution by just using dates. I 
think the people make the history- therefore, my efforts to record some information 
about those who assumed major roles in making this history. " 

Written by, 
Mary Elizabeth Hart Collins 

1983 

Mary Lib and Greg would 

like to state that no names 

were intentionally left out. 

If your name is 

not listed, we apologize 

for the oversight! All 

writings in italics are by 

Mary Lib Collins. 



First Catholics In The Area ----

In the early 1940's there were only two Catholics in Elkin: 
Walter C Metz, originally from Charleston, SC, and Mrs. 
Dorothy Sasher, who moved here from Hamden, CN. Mr. 
Metz and Mr. Sasher were both employed at Chatham 
Mfg. Co .. 

Since there were no facilities in Elkin for Mass, these two The Sashers 
attended Mass in North Wilkesboro, upstairs over an old 
restaurant. The Masses were offered by Priests, Fr. Sheridan 
and Fr. Augustine, from Lenoir who were members of the Franciscan order. There were 
other priests, but their names have faded from our memories. These Priests administered 

to the Spiritual needs of North Wilkesboro and 
Elkin Catholics until St. Johns was established 
in North Wilkesboro. 

In 1947, John Gregory Collins and his wife 
Mary Elizabeth moved to Elkin from 
Goldsboro, NC. Greg was also employed at 
Chatham Mfg. Co .. It may be of some interest 
to some who read this 
account, that Greg is a 
direct descendant of Dr. 
John Monk of Newton 
Grove who was 

The Collins Family instrumental in the 
Church's history in NC. 

Greg's arrival brought to three the number of Catholics residing 
in Elkin. In the outskirts lived Mrs. Russell Burcham and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest Pruitt who lived in Jonesville. This brought the total 
number of Catholics families to 5. " 

Jo Metz 



Our First Place of Worship 

About 1949, Josephine (Jo) Metz, wife ofWalter Metz, and Mary Lib Collins came into 
the Church after a long series of instructions by mail. All the area Catholics continued 
to attend Mass in North Wilkesboro untill952 when arrangements were made to have 
Sunday Mass in the old American Legion Hut in Elkin. 

It will be remembered by the original members that cleaning the Hut on Saturday for 
Mass on Sunday held a touch of ironic amusement. The Legionnaires "big night out" 
was Friday night, and they would leave the place in total disarray and reeking of the 
smell of beer and tobacco. Nevertheless, we never failed, exhausted as we were, to feel 
great pride when dumping, dusting, and airing were finished, and the altar finally set 
up. The Hut was not insulated and summer brought the worst of heat to endure. Sunday 
finery wilted and children were pathetically restless and uncomfortable. Winter brought 
the opposite problem. We moved from the big room to the smaller room referred to as 
the bar room. In the center sat a big oil heater. Those who hovered around it too closely 
were too hot: those who did not hover closely shivered/rom the cold. 

In spite of the early difficulties, we were proud and grateful to have a place for Mass 
in our town. 
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-----------------More Catholics Arrive --

By this time other Catholics had arrived in the vicinity and were attending Mass here. 
Among them were Frank and Grace Yeager. Frank was a 'Gentleman Farmer' in 
Yadkinville, but later entered law school at Wake Fore st. After graduation he moved his 
family to Winston Salem. Frank served at least one term as District Attorney and Grace 
taught school in Winston Salem. While attending St. Stephens they were faithful in 
attending Mass, supportive of the Church activities and liked and admired by all in our 
little parish. 

In January of 1955 Ruth Harris and her husband moved into the area. She immediately 
started coming to Mass at the Hut. 

Mr. And Mrs. William Stammetti also arrived. They came from New York and settled in 
Boonville where they built a very successful braid mill. They brought with them their 
sons: Sal and his wife Jean, Jean's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bianco: also another son, 
Tony and his wife, Nancy. Other relatives who came later were Mrs. Stammetti smother 
Margaret LaMatta, a brother of Mr. Stammetti, then Gary and Sally Bianco. 

Dale and Faith Balzer and their family came to Elkin and joined the Catholic community. 
Faith played the organ at Mass for a time. 

The families which have been written about to this point comprise the nucle_us of that 
first small group of Catholics in Elkin. There were others who came and moved on after 
a short time, but the ones mentioned were the ones who stayed and were ultimately here 
when the church was built and our parish began to take place. 

Since no official membership records were kept (to our knowledge) and since we had 
many parishioners, it is impossible to know what our membership numbered at any 
particular time. During the time of Masses at the Hut, Fr. Edward Beatty came from 
North Wilkesboro to offer Mass. He also instructed our small Altar Guild and children 
one day a week. " 



----------- Early Acceptance of Catholics in Elkin--

"The Metzfamily was part of the original group which eventually became the parish of 
St. Stephens and, with the other few who were first here, were instrumental in the 
gradual acceptance of Catholics in the community. The Metzfamily had five children: 
Walter Jr., Bob, Tom, Charlotte and Gesche Marie. Greg and Mary Lib Collins had 
three children: Sara Elizabeth, John Gregory Jr., and Christine Leggett. Dorothy and 
Charles Sasher had no children of their own, but were especially close to the Metz and 
Collins children. They also took great interest in the other children of the parish. 

Remember that Elkin is a small community and that, at that time, Catholics were still 
"strange" here, a great deal of credit should be given to that first small group who 
managed to keep a "low profile" and, at the same time, earn the respect and trust of 
their neighbors and community leaders. Credit should also be given to the children who 
constantly had to answer questions and defend their faith. 

These children were alert, peaceful and knowledgeable. Much credit for this should go 
to two nuns of the order of St. Josephs, who came every Saturday from St. Leos in 
Winston to instruct the children. They volunteered their time and were transported back 
and forth by members of the Knights of Columbus in Winston. They were completely 
devoted to the children they taught, and I'm sure their influence on the children remains 
with them still. 

I cannot remember what year the nuns stopped coming to Elkin, but shortly after that 
time, two nuns from Statesville then came weekly for about two months. These nuns 
instructed Jo Metz and Mary Lib Collins to become lay teachers. Jo and Mary Lib were 
joined later by Dorothy Sasher and others to instruct the children. " 



----------- --- Saint Stephen's Is Constructed--

"In the spring of 1955 construction of Saint Stephen's church was started. The land on 
which the church is built was purchased from Chatham Mfg. Co for the total cost of one 
dollar! It is located on the comer of North Bridge Street and Hawthorne Road. Father 
Edward Beatty, stationed at North Wilkesboro was serving the little mission here. During 
the construction, we were switched from North Wilkesboro Apostolate to the Mount 
Airy parish whose Pastor was the very Irish, Father Maurice Spillane. Father Spillane 
supervised the final construction, and completion of the Elkin Church. It was he who 
designed and imported the seven stained glass windows depicting the seven sacraments. 
Architecturally speaking, the hallmark of this lovely little church is a large, tastefully 
done stained glass window representing the Last Supper. It is located above the front 
doors and near the base of the small steeple. A light in the choir loft comes on 
automatically in the early evening and radiates softly through the window. This little 
church, which seats only about 100, is quite lovely and many consider it most unique 
for a mission church- a long way, indeed, from the days of the "Hut"! 

When St. John's church was established in North Wilkesboro, it became one of the two 
Apostolate Centers in North Carolina, the other being Newton Grove. Elkin then became 
attached to the North Wilkesboro Apostolate as a mission Church." 



-------------- Saint Stephen's is Dedicated 

"Saint Stephen~ first Mass was held in late 1955 and was officially dedicated on Sunday, 
January 30, 1956. Whether from curiosity or true interest, townspeople thronged to the 
Church most of the dedication day. The event attracted the Mayor, Town Officials and 
community leaders, as well as the average citizens. " 

" ... I remember well that on the day the church building was dedicated Charlie Sasher and I were asked to greet 
guests at the front door of the church, and show them through the church explaining the confessional, etc ... . I was 
touched at the enthusiasm and knowledge with which Charlie, a staunch Methodist, did this. " Mary Lib 

Photo courtesy of Greg and Mary Lib Collins 
Sl. Stephen's Catholic Church held Its first service In March 1955. TI1e church was officially dedicated Jan. 30, 1956. 
qve members pictured here are still members of the congregation-Josephine Metz Jean Starnmetti Ruth Harris 
and Greg and Mary Lib CQiflns. ' ' . 



---------------- As We Continue To Grow --

"In 1956, Tom and Nora McCann and their family arrived. They were a nice family 
and they never missed Mass. 

In November of 1963 another family arrived and settled in Elkin and are still here. John 
and Bern Moran moved from MA with two of their five children: Debbie and Brian. The 
Moran's soon became interested and active members of the church. Bern quickly took 
over some of the teaching duties and Church cleaning. 

About 1966 Jack and Barbara Herrick and their four children moved to Elkin from 
Michigan. Both were active workers in the church though Barbara was not Catholic. 
She converted, however, about two years later. When Jack and Barbara were transferred 
to TN, they were missed. " 

Monsignor Gerald Lewis 



More Come, Go and Stay 

"Our more recent history has seen many 
Catholics come and go, but special attention must 
be given to one family in particular- Phil and 
Gayle Altemueller. Phil moved to Elkin in the 
1956. He was a bachelor and was employed by 
Chatham. He was transferred to TN where he met 
his prospective bride, Gayle Jones. Phil 
transfered back to Elkin in 1964 and he and Gayle 
were married that same year. They now have four 
children. This is a most admired and respected 
family, and much credit should be given to Gayle. 
Though not Catholic, she and Phil have seen that 
their children have had the proper Catholic 
upbringing and have, themselves, set fine 
examples in the community. No job is too large 
or too small for Gayle: from putting together a 
parish dinner, teaching CCD, or being secretary
treasurer of the Ladies Guild. Catechism Group 

Nuns, Father Spillane 

Arriving in 1971 were Ron and Judy Berryman and their children, Ronnie and Samantha. 
Ron now shares lecturing duties with Greg Collins. Judy is a member of the Ladies 
Guild and has served as treasurer and hospitality chairman. 

Father Moeslein, late 1950's 

In 1976 Phillip and Debbie Parrish 
moved to Elkin as a newly married 
couple. Both Debbie and Phillip 
have taught CCD and 
Confirmation classes. 



Shirley and Jim Howell came to Elkin in 1977 from 
New Jersey. Shirley helps with all the usual, 
mundane chores and has served one term as 
president of the Ladies Guild. Jim, though not 
Catholic, attends church functions with Shirley. 

In 1978 the Lukasik family moved to Elkin from 
Chicago. It was Ron and JoAnn s interest that 
made it possible for St. Stephens to get an organ. 
JoAnn helped to re-organize our Ladies Guild. 
They transferred back to Chicago in 1981. 

Father Roderick Keane 

Other families that came in the 60's and 70's that left there mark on St. Stephens are: 
Doris and Lawrence Watson and family, Deloris Spicer, Nelda Ann Spicer, Pat and 
Jim Kophamer and family, Rudy and Jenny Ardizzola, Mabel And Bob Bogus and 
family, and Peter Zack." 

Father John Schnider doing a Baptism Father Vincent Erb 



------------ A Deep Commitment To Church 

Ladies Guild 
Because of the very small membership, our Ladies Club (formerly known as St. Stephens 
Altar Guild) has not been active except intermittently through the years. Some names of 
past presidents come to mind: Virginia Stammetti, Ruth Harris, Jo Metz, Bern Moran, 
Grace Yeager, JoAnn Lukasik, Shirley Howell, Mary Lib Collins and Gayle Altemueller. 

Altar Servers 
To the best of my knowledge, sons of all the families mentioned served as Altar boys. 

Cleaning Ladies 
Each week groups would come to clean the Church, back rectory and basement. One of 
the groups consisted of· Mary Lib Collins, Jo Metz, Ruth Harris and Dot Sasher. 
Occasionally when the women were busy the men would be roped into helping! 

Lecturing 
Until recently, all of the lecturing was done by Walter Metz and Greg Collins. It should 
be noted here, the fine inspiration that Walter was to all of us following news that he 
had terminal cancer. Never sickly, he rose from his bed as soon as possible following 
surgery and took his place on the altar when it was his time to lecture. Many times, this 
normally robust man, was so weak and frail, we were fearful that he would tumble over. 
He never missed lecturing until his final admission to the hospital where he died in 
1974. Jo then moved to Raleigh where she worked at the Chancery office in the Diocese. 
It is impossible to recount the numerous valuable contributions that J o, Walter and 
their children made to the history of St. Stephens and the town of Elkin. 



------------- Our Large Number Of Priests -
Father Michael Kottar 

and Jim Howell During our short 50 years as a Church, we have 
had 29 Priests and been a Mission of Mt Airy 
(*denotes) three different times. Despite this lack of 
continuity we have repeatedly succeeded as a parish. 

*Fr. Spillane 1955, Fr. Francis Murphy 1955, 
*Fr.Keenan 1957, Rev. Sullivan 1957, Fr. Richard 
McCue 1958, Rev. Jesse CruZ 1959, Rev. Francis 
Moeslein 1959, Fr. William Pharr 1960, Rev. James 
McSweeney 1961, Fr. Gerald Lewis 1961-2, Fr. 
Edward Beatty 1962-3, Fr. Edward Waters 1962, Rev. 
James Hite 1963, Rev Robert Dalton 1963, Fr. 
Richard Holleman 1964-5, Fr. Kenneth Parker 1965-
6, Fr. Leo Mcilrath 1966, Msgr. Lewis 1966-7, Fr. 
James Waters 1967, Fr. Alan Dash 1968, Rev. Justin 
Pechulis 1969-72, *Fr. Henry Becker 1972-6, 

*Fr. Vincent Erb 1976-80, Fr. Roderick Keane 1980-86, Fr. Albert James 1986-87, Rev. 
John Schneider 1987-1990, Rev. Frank Cintula 1990-2000, Fr. Michael Kottar 2000-
2002, Fr. John Hanic 2002 till present. Other Priest's that we remember are: 
Msgr. Rouche, Fr. Bauman, Fr. Rodrick O'Conner. 

Deacon Frank Aversa 
and Father John Hanic Father Frank Cintula 



The 80's-
As St. Stephen's entered its "30's" the number of parishioners continued to grow. As a 
Church we continued to flourish spiritually and became more active in Elkin. During 
the 80's we had several families join our St. Stephen's family that are still here today: 
Lux, Reikowsky, Riley, St. Louis, Soots, Martin, Baker, and Esmeralda Gonzalas. All 
have been, or are, active members of our Church. Other people that have made a 
difference are the Bevins and the Siepels. 

During the 1980's we were asked to help deliver meals to the elderly, along with other 
Churches in the area. Every six weeks, for the past 20 years, we have been delivering 
hot meals to those that otherwise might not get a hot meal. Our children continued to 
grow in their faith through the CCD program. Our Church stayed well cleaned and 
maintained through the efforts of many volunteers. Our Ladies Guild increased as more 
parishioners came. The Parish Council would meet, or not meet, according to the priest 
at the time. We loaned St. John's $50,000 for the land to start their building, which they 
soon paid back. 

Though by this time we had been passed from priest to priest, and been a mission of 
North Wilkesboro, then Mount Airy, and back again, we have continued to grow and 
flourish. It is through our deep commitment to God that we keep going strong . 

. . . When I came to St. Stephen's in 1984, the Priest was 
Father Keane. I remember how quiet and reserved he was. 
Most all the Priests I had grown up with were the more 
boisterous, fun-loving type. The organist at the time was a 
lady named Nancy. I remember distinctly the day I went up 
to the balcony after Mass to offer my help. She was very 
accommodating and for a while we took turns with the 
music. After Nancy moved away, Janet Holcomb and I took 
turns by the month. Since Janet's death, the musical duties 
have been mine with some periods of assistance from 
Carolyn Moench and Nora Saxton. 

Nick was 2 years old when I came here, and then Corey 
was born in 1987. The Altemueller family was kind enough 
to loan me a portable crib to put in the balcony for Corey. 
Once while I was playing, a rattle went flying by and over 
the railing. As my boys got older, Greg Collins helped keep 
them under control while I was playing. 

We've had many good singers come and go in our little choir. I continue to be amazed at the talent we are blessed with 
in our little parish. The singing that goes on in our small Church is glorious compared to many larger Churches that I have 
visited. I am always reminded of the expression, "he who sings, prays twice". 
God's Blessings St. Stephen's .... Theresa Martin 



The 90's--

During the 90's many new parishioners arrived and have stayed. It is through years of 
selfless giving that we have grown. This "new blood" gave a great leap toward new 
volunteers! These members included the following families: Schaufenbuel, Orta, Lynch, 
Blahnik, Brandenburg, Faulkner, Harper, Lucas, Smith, Lukes, Julie McDowell, Scherer, 
Cox, Paulette McNeill, Smitherman, Weibel, Mascenik, Normans, and Whitman. 

Since our population started to grow, so did our clubs and organizations. The basement 
was redone into classrooms for our CCD programs. The Nights of Columbus was started. 
The Ladies Guild had Rummage Sales to buy things that the Church needed. We started 
to help out and collect food for the Tri -County Food Pantry. Fr. Frank participated in the 
Good Friday Ecumenical Service. We hosted AA at our Church facilities. 

We continued to flourish, but the Dioceses had other plans for us. In the late 1990's 
word came that the Diocese wanted to close our little parish, and combine us with the 
new Boonville Church when it was built. Many hours where spent getting Church and 
Community support to help us convince the Diocese to let us stay open. This caused our 
little Church much conflict and pain. Not a good 
way for our St. Stephen's family to start the new 
millennium! 

... St. Stephen's has been a very special place in our hearts. During our 
lives in Yadkinville St. Stephen's was a very important part of our 
lives. Everyone was like family. Unfortunately Leonard became very 
ill. Fr. Frank was Leonard's special buddy and they brought humor to 
each other. During his difficult illness, St. Stephen's was beside us for 
support. Leonard passed away on Oct. 20, 2001, and went home to be 
with Jesus. The pain and loss was so intense. After such a long illness I 
needed some extra care from my mom, twin brother, sisters and 
Leonard's family. The Lord opened the doors for Kat and I to move 
north. Leaving Greg, Sarah and their families and our Church family 
was one very difficult choice ..... . 

Love, Peace and Joy Mary Troyan 

This Picture by letter 
from Mary Troyan 



The 2000's --

With the help of Fr. Michael Kottar, all the parishioners, local churches and community 
leaders, at this time we are still GOING STRONG. We have worked hard to keep 
financially sound and committed to do God's will in our church and community. Each 
week we continue to fill St. Stephen's pews in worship, overflowing into the back 
living room. We continue to raise our voices in song, our hands to help others and our 
hearts to God. 

We have a large group of parishioners that joined St. Stephen's this decade. Many have 
worked hard to continue the evangelization of St. Stephen's. We welcome these families: 
Steiner, Gutkowski, Hefty, Cromartie, Grubich, Grubbs, Nguy, Horneck, Brown, 
Blakley, Eiswald, Stasik, Imbus, Mcilveen, Manley, Lacashio, Volk, and Soos. Our 
very newest members 
joining this past year are: 
The Krakovskys, Eleanor 
Golaszewski, The Carrolls 
and Barbara Sealey. 

For those that do not know 
all that we have to offer, 
you will be amazed at how 

much can be accomplished Vacation Bible School 2004 
by so few, when one walks 
with Christ. Our Parish Ministries at St Stephen's include: Faith Formation for our 
Youth, Jr. High and High School YouthGroup, Children'sLiturgy, Condolence 

Picnic 2003 

Committee, Communion 
and Visitation of the 
Homebound, Bible Study, 
Ladies Guild, Wise One's 
Club ( 60+ ), Choir, Litu~gy 
Committee,Parish 
Council,Finance 
Committee, Cleaning 
Groups,Eucharistic 
Ministers, Lectors, Altar 
Servers, Sacristans and 
Collection Counters. Our 



Parish Ministries for the Community include: Meals to the Elderly, Sponsoring and 
January refreshments and babysitting for the Pregnancy Crisis Center, helping Habitat 
financially, helping the Women's Shelter financially, having a board member on the 
Tri-County Youth Council (place for community youth to go), have workers and donate 
food monthly to Tri -County food 
pantry, the Angel Tree at 
Christmas (sponsoring several 
families at Christmas), Shoe Box 
Ministries (donate shoe boxes 
filled with items for needy 
children), and sponsor a Literacy 
group that meets in our facilities 
three times a week. Our Social 
Ministries help make us a parish 
family and include: Summer 
Picnic, Christmas Dinner, Ash 
Wednesday Soup Supper, Children's 

Wise One's and Youth Combine 

Easter Egg Hunt, Monthly Donut Sunday, Confirmation Reception, Graduation 
Reception, and First Communion Reception. 

Ladies Guild Retreat 

Christmas Dinner 
Program 2003 



------------------OUR FUTURE--

We may be a small Church, started by a very few "souls with a vision", but with our 
Faith we shall move mountains. We are not a small insignificant "mission", we are a 
Church that stands strong.We do not see our end in the future, but a larger and mote 
active parish. Share our vision. 

Though people come and go, we cherish our memories and our history. Some parishioners 
came for a short time, others longer, while others are still here, many have touched our 
St. Stephen's community. A big thank you to all that have helped St. Stephen's Church 
grow and serve others. 

As for the future of St. Stephen's, we see a need for more space as our congregation 
grows. We see a continued move forward, toward our commitment to our faith. We will 
serve God though prayer, alms and service to others. We are a small Church, with a big 
heart. We will continue to spread the good news of Christ in all that we do. 

Whether you are just passing through 
or here ''forever'', 

Whether you help quietly 
or with a loud bang, 

The Growth of Saint Stephen's depends on you. 
We challenge everyone to go out and spread our faith! 

JUST WATCH US GROW! 



DONATION FOR THE 50th 
For Theresa Martin on the feast of St. Theresa and St. Stephen's 50th Anniversary 

from her parents, a sizable donation was made in her honor. 

From Doris Watson and Watson Florist for all the floral and decorations that they 
provided. 

From Shirley Howell in memory of Jim Howell & Bill and Susie Smith 
the donations of benches & lighting for our Prayer Grotto. 

THANKS TO OUR S()!h COMMITTEE 

A Special thank you to ALL the people that helped to make St. Stephen's 50th 
celebration a success. We would especially like to thank the committee members for 

all of the hours of planning and work that they put in. 
Chairpersons- Jerry and Mona Schaufenbuel 

Gayle Altemueller 
Honorary Chairpersons/Historians- Greg and Mary Lib Collins 
Committee Members- Peggy Reikowsky, Doris Watson, Theresa Martin, Sue 
Gutkowski, Barb and Fran Hefty, Diane and Skip Whitman, Mary Lukes, Eleanor 
Golaszewski, Bob Homeck, Matt Norman, Jill Blahnik, Shirley Howell, Dale 
Cromartie and Mary Riley. 

THANKS TO FATHER HANIC 
AND DEACON FRANK AVERSA 

whom is always in our prayers. 

OUR PARISH COUNCIL 
Mary Steiner (president), Beth Orta, Peggy Reikowsky, 

Steve Gutkowski, Matt Norman and Joanne Scherer. 

SPECIAL THANKS 
A very special thank you goes to Greg and Mary Lib Collins. 

1. 

For your special vision 50 years ago, and for your selfless giving of time 
and talent these past 50 years. 

You have been 
Saint Steven's Angels of Mercy! 



NOTES- For Your Own Special Historical Moments 



Inside Saint Stephen's All Are Welcome! 

I 

October 1, 2005 
Saint Stephen's 50th Celebration 
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