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HISTORY OF ~NIE OLD WESr_rFTELD 
E 1 I f'l 

The Old Westfield oldest religious 

group in surry of North Carolina . 

It was founded period by settlers , 

1vho rnoved into the communit~. r as part of a migration from 

the eastern shore of North Carolina and from 

Penns~'/1 vania . 

The Quaker movement in North Carolina started before 

1700 , and there is a record of at least one Q,ual-cer family 

the state as 

early as 1 ~72 . 

XXJ!!X~:tJ,Xi~lt'trx£HJe1;tm:llZEBNZXn:e:zMa:r'tkz~Srt2lXiEaXZ~&t:r7.f(X 
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Mftek:tli!14X~~,~-a"!?rws:s:z~~x~Yewrtnxx~~~x George Fox , 

the founder of Quakerism, visited the state late in that 

year , and the sect bega:r:il to p;ain members rapidly . The 
$ 

North Carolina Y~arly Meeting was organized in 1698 . 

Eif%;~ :x?J e:e:~xiE:tR~X 
Migration westward began about ~~z fifty 
~ ~. 

years later , ~o;f~~ge group from the :A;Uiemlllb Albemarle 

congregations se-t bl 5St~ in present Guilford County. IIIIi c:::: t -, 0 
3 IK - rl1hey vvere joined there~y other Q,uakers from 

Pennsylvania , who had moved down through the Shenandoah 

Valley j_n quest of ne\1\f homes . The combined groups founded 

the New Garden Monthly Meeting at the ~ present 
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site of Guil~ord ~lege. 
'V organized in 1754. 

The New Garden Meeting was 

~The desire for more and better land drove the Quakers 

on toward th·e frontler, and before the Am~rican Hev,olution 

ltilliliiiMMilillifiillarlll~&· R!MPE· several families !Wj~ from the 

New Garden .settlement into the fertile valleys near 

the Blue Ridge Mountains. These families the 

low Sauratown Mountains at a point called Quaker Gap and 

'rhis settlement 
3 

*tiwmxrt w11tn1JU~J!I~Ke:~l:,...~ became known as Westfield. V 
These G~uakers carri.ed their religion with them, and 

the·v began holdinp; meetings in t~ ho]Jles before the American 

Revqlution, although they retained their membership in the 

~ a~ ~aioden. A temporary, or fHI'e~.aoB'i:ft 
preparative <~ Meeting was set up at Westfield in 

1782, operating under the guidance of the New Garden 

ministers. ]his was followed mn Irebr,uary 17B7 by the 

formal organization of the Westfield Monthly Meeting, 

vvhich -;;·~. has come to be known, f:oom its great age, as 

the Old Westfield Monthl~ Meeting. 

aoseph Jacks on, Joseph Jess·up, Thomas Jessup, Joseph 

Hiatt, Thomas Sumner and 

G~ Holl~ngsworth, History of Surrv Count a• 
Al.ry: T1mes Publ1shJ.ng Co., 1933), p • I 9. 
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Hichard Pinson, ~,1 of VIhom have descendants living ln the 

~ 
VOTilT'lUllit-:;r today • 

The Westfield Qualcer. meeting grew rapidly, for 

the migration from Nevv Garden continued B¥sk•t•E: unbroken 

for several :Tears . The nevrer settlers found. homes in 
. . t/~.~. 

sections tv~renty and thJ.rty mJ.les away f;roJil \rvestf leld, and 

b;.' 179.2 the we~3tfield 11onth1;' Meeting VJas sponsoring 

bran®groups at Mom1t Pleasant, 

Hill. 

Chestnut Hill and Fruit 

The gro~;v~h lasted only a fevT years, for by 1800 

there began a nev,;r move1:1ent of the Q,uakers to points still 

further \Vest . The records show that betv.reen 1801 and 

l82c~ ttrsreziifii'Eax there tvi!ent;r-two familmes who left 

Viestfield to go to ~-.Tennessee, Ohio and India.na. The 

removal of these fa:mi.lies took fifty-nine members 

from the Meeting rolls. This resulted in 1832 in the 

complete collapse of the Vfestfield organization. 

y years intervened before the Westfield 

Meeting ·was revived, but several of the old me1nbers and 

a group of nevr ones broug-,ht about the reorgantzat ion in 

td31 and the Meeting has had an unbrol<:en existence since 

that tir sx tL"'Tle. / 

A significant feature of the history of th~ Westfield 

has "been thei,r interest· .ill education. 

One of their first acts after the Meeting was founded was 

phen B. \'leeks , Souther:~ Quakers and ,3laver;,r {Baltimore: 
e Johns Hopkins Press, !896}, p.l09. 

5. ~ora Klain, Quaker Contributions to Education in ·North · 
..,_ ___ Carolina (PhTiadelphia: 'Nest brook Publishing Co, 

1 
1925), 

-----P · 230. 
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to provide fpr ~ school. A log school house stood on the 

church grounds, r.:1nd the school continued to operate during 

the ~'ears vvhen the church 1-ra? inactive. One of the teachers 

in the school,dur-·ing; the years j"W.st after the Civil Har, 

·was Miss =:I:llen !-'lin thorne, an aunt of 
' ' j 

Hoover, the only Q,l..l~ker president of the United States. 

The school house is r;9ne ·f,rom the church grounds 

today, far the state has lone since teken over the duttes 

of public . education at i,fest field, original 

church builclinr, is gone, too, but a modern structure stands 

only e few feet from the original site to house the oldest 

religious group in the section. 

t?· 
6. Bertie Dix, A Com.pilation of ·westfield· Origins (Unpublj_shed 

~----Senior Thesis, Gtlilford Collee;e, 192~~), pp. 4-14. 
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