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Surry Community College 
presents 

LOUISE ANDERSON 

Visiting Artist 
1982 -1983 

Sixteenth 

Commencement 

~—)urru L^ommunitu L^olleae 

College. Campu& 

fniday, May the. Twenty-ieventh 

nineteen Hundred Eighty-thJiee. 

Six Thitvty in the Evening 

Vob6on, Noith CaKoUna. 
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Storyteller Is Sure To 

Enchant Her Audience 
With wide eyes, a down 

east accent and a throaty 
laugh, Louise Anderson can 
weave a tale that will drop 
yourjaw. p . 

She will perform at The 
Autumn Leaves Festival 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon, and 2 to 4 p.m. in the 
Cinema Theater on Main 
Street. 

Anderson's stories—lac­
ed with facial expressions 
and a rm 
movement—delight and 

enchant virtually everyone 
within ear range. 

Her dress is a sharp-blue 
turban, matching caftan 
and African bone-jewelry to 
draw mental images in 
listeners with startling 
effect. 

Anderson participates in 
the visiting artist program 
at Surry County Com­
munity College and has 
entertained school children 
and community clubs since 
her arrival thi* summer. 

The 61-year old 
storyteller has a repertoire 
of Uncle Remus-styled 
tales, ghost stories, story 
jokes and poems. 

One tale leads directly 
into another-H2ach building 
the spell. Her vocal tones 
and idioms are of the South 
with a large dose of Afro-
American experience. 

No one, however, can 
claim immunity to the work 
she performs on listeners. 

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL 

AUTUMN LEAVES FESTIVAL 

* \ l 

STORY TELLING 
Sponsored by — 

DOWNTOWN PROMOTION ASSOCIATION AND 
MT. AIRY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

thru co-operation of 
Surry Community College 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1982 
10:30 A.M. until 12:00 Noon 

2:00 P.M. until 4:00 P.M. 
At CINEMA THREATRE 

FREE ADMISSION 

OCTOBER 8, 9, 10, 1982 

Sponsored By — 
THE MOUNT AIRY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

MOUNT AIRY, NORTH CAROLINA 
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Storyielhtmg ^ . ^ t f e jW^V^ 

By JANE McRAE 
Special to The Tribune 

DOBSON — When Louise 
nderson of the Surry .Communi-
i College staff tells a story, you 
et lost in another world of flap-
lng buzzards, smart aleck rab-
its, scary varmints and little 5 
bildren who fail to listen to their 
amas. 

Mrs. Anderson's kind of story 
ailing is something she was born 
/ith, a natursil gift, not some-
hiihg artificial gained by hours 
f lessons in dramatics. 

When she is sad, you know it. 
Then she is happy, you know it. 
ter face can take on the whole 
amut of varying expressions in 
5 few swift moments as she tells 
ter story with her hands, with 
ler movement, with her Voice, 
vith her face. 

When she tells a story, you've 
>een TOLD. Every word re-
nains in the memory through 
he day, coming back vividly and 
n full, color. 

Maybe you have never known 
1 professional storyteller, in fact 
a PROFESSOR of storytelling. 

Mrs. Anderson is the Artist in 
Residence at the college and is 
the first in her field to be there. 
She is appearing before civic 
qjubs, before huge classes of 
school teachers, before senior; 
citizens and women's clubs. 
Many groups ask for her and 
have to be told to wait, for her 

audience in spdlhkdmg tales 
• M- P 

siii -i"3S 

Storytelling professor 
Louise Anderson's multi-colored robe and headdress enhance her version of 

African teles like "The Buzzard and the Monkey." Sr* is a professor of storytell­

ing who is serving as Surry Community Colleges Artist in Residence this year. 

schedule is full. 
Mrs. Anderson's visit with the 

story hour at the Dobson Com­
munity Library is an example of 
her powers to spellbind. jj? 

She wore a multi-colored robe 
and matching headdress of flow­
ing silk that appeared to*be 
straight from the royal courts of 
Africa. 

Her rili^s,;* her strings of 
jewelry, were all a part of the 
session, for she loves to do 
African tales such as "The Buz­

zard and the Monkey." 
She used no books. You needed 

none, for the telling brought out 
the pictures in the imagination 
more vividly than a painting 
could do. Sometimes she sat 
quietly. Sometimes she jumped 
up and acted out each part. 
Sometimes she called on the 
children to join her in the sounds 
of crying babies and clucking 
hens. 

Teachers usually have a 
tendency to disappear for a 
needed break when someone else 

tells stories for their charges. 
But not when Mrs. Anderson is 
the teller. They sat on the floor in 
utter delight, crowding in close 
with the enraptured children, 
forgetting time and classes for 
that magic moment. 

With this master storyteller in 
our midst for a year, who knows, 
maybe the art will be revived in 
these old mountains and other 
lovers of stories will dust off 
their favorites and begin to tell 
them again, as was done in the 
early years of settling the moun­
tains. 

The old mountain favorites 
like The Jack Tales and other 
folklore of Appalachia are not on 
Louise Anderson's agenda. She 
loves to hear true mountain folks 
tell them, especially stories like 
"Sody Saluratus," but she says 
that is not her dialect. 

"If you have to be conscious of 
the dialect of a story, then you 
ought not to be using it," she 
says. "My milieu is pure South 
Georgia and the stories I was 
brought up on." 

Scary stories don't bother her 
a bit. 

"Children like to be scared," 
she says. "We say not to tell 
anything scary to a child, then 
we take him to see E.T. or take 
him to a Halloween party where 
the main feature is a headless 
giant holding a bloody axe." 

Whether scary or soothing, 
funny or folksy, when Mrs. 
Anderson finishes a story, there 
is a universal cry of, "Tell us 
another one, just like that one." 

\ i 
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November 9, 1982 

Mrs. Louise Anderson 
Surry Community College 
Dobson, North Carolina 

Dear Mrs. Anderson, 

We hope your visit to North Surry High School was a plea­
surable one. We gained great knowledge of the art of 
storytelling form your being here. Everyone who listened 
to your stories was totally fascinated,, You have inter­
ested many students, as well as teachers, in this wonderful 
art= We greatly appreciate your visit and the time and 
consideration that you took. We hope you will come to 
visit us again. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Badgett's English class 
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Rachael T i l l ey 
2nd Grade 

P i lo t Mtn. Ele . School 

E m i l y Key 
3-5- y e a r s o l d 
S i l o a m , NG 

Karen Beck 
3 y r s . Old 
S i l o a m , NC 

Kim Key 
6 t h Grade 
C o p e l a n d E l e . S c h o o l 

Myra Hewitt 
6 yrs old 
Kindergarden 
Dobson Ele. School 

S a r a h Ann K n o t t 
3 r d Grade 
T h a r r i n g t o n S c h o o l 

Jennifer Jo McPherson 
4th Grade 

Dobson Ele . School 

J u l i e G i l l e s p i e 
4 t h Grade 
Dobson , E l e . S c h o o l 

D a n i e l l e M a t h i s . 
West Yadk in School-

• 
Michael Ayers 
10th Grade 
Surry Central High School 

Daniel & Michael Simmons 
King, NC 
Emily Montieth 
King, NC 
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Louise Anderson 

Reception held for folktales 
artist at East Bend Library 
A reception was held 

Monday at the East 
Bend school library for 
Louise Anderson, 
storyteller and folklorist 
of Jacksonville, N. C. 

Anderson specializes 
in oral renditions of 
folklore and folk tales, 
and stories for all age 
groups. She does stories 
from all cultures, but 
places emphasis on 
African and Afro-
American stories, and 
also does poetry 
readings of black poets. 

Anderson recently 
appeared at the 

Knoxville World's Fair 
in the Storytelling event 
at the North Carolina 
exhibit in the Life Style 
Pavilion. She has ap­
peared on various 
television programs, 
including PM Magazine 
and Carolina Today in 
Greenville. 

She has published a 
children's picture book 
ent i t led " S a m m y 
Racer", recorded some 
of her folk tales, and 
appeared around the 
state at cultural 
exhibitions. 

Anderson is also an 

qpert in the history and 
preparation of ethnic 
foods and drinks, 
especially Southern and 
African dishes. She has 
taught food preparation 
courses at Coastal 
Carolina Community 
Coliege. 

Louise Anderson is 
currently the resident 
Visiting Artist at Surry 
Community College, 
and groups interested in 
inviting her as a 
speaker may contact 
Surry Community 
College at P.O. Box 304, 
Dobson. N. C. 27017, 
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"SIX VISUAL ARTISTS" 
Workshop 
Wilkes Community College Gym 
Monday, November 29 
2 Sessions: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

12:30- 2:30 p.m. 

RICHARD MAYBERRY 
BETTY HARRIS 
MICHAEL RHODES 
KIM IRWIN 
SUSANNEYOWELL 
JEREMIAH MILLER 

A Celebration of the 
Arts Featuring Artists 

from North Carolina's 
Visiting Artist Program 

BILL CARTER 
Classical Guitarist 
Wilkes Community College Theatre 
November 30, 8 p.m. 

m m 

"THE NUTCRACKER" 
Ballet in Three Acts 

Presented by the 
Smalling School of Fine Arts 

and the Charlotte School of Ballet 
Wilkes Community College Theatre 

December 4, 3 &. 8 p.m. 
December 5, 3 p.m. 

Admission $7.00 

Exhibit Opening 
WARD NICHOLS 

DEAN LEARY 
Wilkes Art Gallery 

December 5, 3-5 p.m. 

"Spinning Yarns & 
Telling Tales" 

Storytellers 
LOUISE ANDERSON 
BOBBY McMILLON 

Wilkes Community 
College Theatre 

December 9; 8 p.m. 

Southern Crescent ir\ 

12 SARAH JOHNSON 
Violinist 
Wilkes Community College Theatre 
December 12, 4 p.m. 

Wilkes Community College 
Jazz Ensemble 

featuring 
TOM SMIALEK 

Saxophonist 
Wilkes Community College Theatre 

December 14, 8 p.m. 
Admission $3 General, $1 Students 

Senior Citizens &. Handicapped Free 

17 
LYDIA GATLING BARDIN 
Pianistj.,.-
Workshop for Students 
Wilkes Community College Theatre 
Hpc-ember 17. 1 D.m. 
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Artist in Residence 
Delights 

Local Students 
Louise Anderson in her colorful Afri­

can dress has thrilled children of all ages 
in Yadkin's schools with her folk tales and 
classic stories. Changing her voice she 
becomes both the Buzzard and the Mon­
key in the story by the same name. Just 
as quickly she becomes an old man calling 
his dogs. 

A native of Jacksonville, North Caro­
lina, Ms. Anderson is an artist-in-residence 
at Surry Community College. She travels 
to neighboring schools to do perfor-

• • 



hank 
\OUL 

Bl 

ave o 

bliie, D a 1 

tt*&>tt£tBffai3&K?&i<?t?sZX 



s 

3e» 
^ 
m 
00 
^^^ 

""• 
s ^ p * 

3*^ 
n3 
-o m 
z • U H B 

-£» 
1 

3C 

00 J 
^^ JI 
,30 I 
SJE m 
- < ^ 

CO ^J 

CZ m 
z fl —H ^1 
- < ^ 



•3H 

m 
m 
m 
u 
m 
m 

M 
m 

H 

H 

9 
m 
•Mi 

m 
m 

m 

m 
m 

m 



I 
9 
M 9 
9 
m 
m 
9 
m 
m 

9 
MESI 
H B 

SI 

9 
m 9 
9 

m 
9 1 
9 1 
9 1 

i 
fl 1 
9 1 
9 I 
• 1 

| 

il I 





^ M £i F iaB H ^i^BSl l f iH 

ARTISTS UNDER THE DOME 
COME MEET the ARTISTS 

April 19 April 26 May 3 

Bill Mansfield 
Musician, Storyteller 

Richmond Technical College 

Elga Jones Setzer 
Singer 

Caldwell Technical College 

Louise Anderson 
Storyteller 

Surry Community College 

May 10 May17 

Vincent Phillips 
Pianist 

Craven Community College 

Sarah Johnson 
Violinist 

Technical College of Alamance 

STATE CAPITOL 
8 p.m. - HOUSE CHAMBER 

members of the 

VISITING ARTIST PROGRAM 
N. C. Arts Council — N. C. Department of Community Colleges 

a p ^ g 
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CUMBAYAH '84 
A Festival of 

Black Heritage' 
and 

Story-Telling 
April 28-May 5,1984 

Seven days of traditional storytelling and stories in music, dance, 
drama and song, featuring presentations from more than twenty 
international artists^ 

A celebration of life for the entire family in honour of 
Ontario's Bicentennial. 

CUMBAYAH '84 
The Storytellers School of Toronto 
412-A College Street 
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1T3 • 
(416) 923-9881 

L 
£jfi&K% CUMBAYAH *84 is made possible by a Wintario grant from the Ministry of |MPERIAl_LlFE 
I «m m I Citizenship and Culture, Government of Ontario, and financial assistance *̂ *J>>>>>>̂ IIJJJJJI5>̂ >̂ 5 

£&&* from The Imperial Life Assurance Company of Canada. 

|Q3 8:15 317 8:15 
Gate 10 • Gate I 12 



ggw 

~ww§. 

T3f The s and Obserwr 

e - TM>4Ktliy. A p r i l 2 1 . 198-1. Hnli- iuh. N.C. 

_i if es.1 vies Person a I i lies/Activities 11A 

l3*S*t 

&m 

^ijmtmiymgii^^^>^ii!i^'ii''m,^i-

Wwiw 

Storyteller Louise Anderson: There's nothing In the world no uglier than a grinnin' buzzard' 

She packs belly laugh, turban and tales 
S Lot 

5" and t 
>ofe at thai 
Is. Andcn 
• woman 
-ed. Il 

By BEVERLY MILLS 

pit have gotten a movie part'more easily 
re Anderson of Jacksonville. She walked 
dition for Deep River Production's "River 

ird the director Tom Hickman say, 
know that woman can do something." 

arson got the bit part last year as a "coo-
ln" in the movie, which hasn't been re-
•as filmed In Paducab, Ky., sod stars Tom-

e Jones. 
Anderson has grown accustomed to memorable 
ncounters Children stop her in grocery stores; 
approach her in lobbies. They, like the movie 

or, sense that this woman is around for a rea-

rt ol the reason is her attire. Brass earrings the 
rf saucers dangle from her ears, and robes hide 
inkles with a multicolor swish. Turquoise rings 
ele every finger, and silver sparkles from her 

ill started with the storytelling. 
Anderson, who had worked as a cook and man-
a restaurant, was looking for B job about the 
Jacksonville was gearing up for its Bicentennial 
antry. She watched artists and actors pick up 
here and there and started thinking about her 
talents. 
t neighborhood children were always clamoring 
er to tell about "the buzzard and the monkey" or 
. o»tail switch." Maybe she could get a job tell­

ing stories. 
So she did. She wrote .and produced "It 's Time to 

Tell the Children," a pageant filled with stories relat­
ed to black history, that .she would take wherever peo­
ple would listen. Her folk tales and ghost stories, 
which she learned as a child from her father end un­
cles, appealed to people of all ages. After the Bicen­
tennial, lhc Onslow County Library hired Ms. Ander­
son for four years for its children's outreach pro­
gram. 

Now she Is In her fourth and final w a r as Surry 
Community College's resident artist, While working 
In Surry County, she has spent her weekdays in Dob-
ion but maintained her home in J<jcksonville for 
weekends. 

Appealing to a 3-year-old attention span can be 
tricky, Ms. Anderson soon discovered. 

"That's why I started wearing these clothes," she 
Mid. "J have the kids' attention from the moment I 
walk onstage. They love it." 

Ms. Anderson still laughs about the first grader who 
went borne from school and told his mother that some­
one came to his class to tell stories, 

"His mother said, 'Who was it 7* The little boy said, 
'I don't know, but I think It was Mr. T's wife.' " -/. 

When Ms. Anderson laughs, she dees a thorough 
job. The husky "haaa, haaa, haaa" starts deep in her 
belly and surfaces in its own good time. She usually 
finishes, however, before her audience does. 

Before long, Ms. Anderson realized she'd have to 
start wearing robes and turbans everywhere she 

went 
"I wouldn't get dressed up to go into the grocery 

store, but then I started running into'the children 
from school and the library." she said. "They'd want 
to know where were my clothes. They'd be so disap­
pointed. Now, this has become a part of me." 

Sound w d visual effects have a lot to do with Ms. 
Anderson's success as "a storyteller. During a recent 
performance at Wake Technical College. Ms. Ander­
son told one of her favorite stories, "Telly Po." An old 
mountaineer cuts the tail off a wild critter and cooks 
it for dinner, she said. Later in the night, the critter 
comes looking for Its tail and scratches on the door. 

"Skeeeraaateh, ratch ratch ratch ratch," Ms. And­
erson said, waving imaginary claws. 

Four kindergarten students on the first row leaned' 
a little closer. Then she wailed, pronouncing every 
letter; 

"Give me back my telly po." 
He. Anderson switches from character to character 

with ease. She has known most of the characters in 
ber stories since she was a little girl. She also special­
izes In the sermons of James Weldon Johnson and 
other black preachers and the poems of Langston 
Hughes. -

A lot of her performance deals with black history, 
and she often uses black dialect and Incorrect gram­
mar. Some of the lines are a sure laugh — "There's 
nothing in the world no uglier than a grinnin' buz­
zard"— bat sometimes it doesn't mesh. 

"I did a poerr. once by Paul Lawrence Dunbar, who 
wrote in dialect, and I saw a little boy on the front row 
just cringe," she said. "Be was offended by the dia­
lect. I didn't do anymore for a long time because I 
would never want to hurt a child. So now when I do 
them, I explain that dialect is a pert of our history 
because when blacks first came to this country no­
body taught them English. H-they learned at all, then 
they had to be very smart." 

While Ms. Anderson worked tor the Onslow County 
Library, she wrote a story of ber own, "Sammy 
Racer." 

"I'd go out In the county and tell stories, and the 
boys always wanted me to tell them something about 
sports," she said "So I made up animal characters, 
Kareem J. MacAdoo. O.J. Too Bad Namath. 
Mohammed A. Sptnkeroo. The kids loved it." -

She also dabbles in theater and has worked with 
"The Good Show" in Highlands, a theater group 
formed by actress Collin Wilcox, end other regional 
productions in the state. . 

Ms. Anderson is 63. and her four years in the resi­
dent artist program will end In June. But she has no 
intention of retiring 

"I Imagine I'll always be telling stories." she said. 
"Sometimes now I complain that I work too hard. So I 
don't accept any performances.-Then as soon as I get 
a day off, I find myself down at the filling station on 
the corner, trying out new stories." 

Where a turban and laugh as bold as saucer-sized 
earrings go, not far behind is sure to come a tale. 

.as*.-*. _-


