
THE MT. AmY GRANITE INDUSTRY 

By William s. Martin, Treasurer, North Carolina 
Granite Corporation 

The Mt. Airy granite deposit covers over 200 acres. 
of which 70 acres are ntr1pped of thJ1r overburden and in active 
oper~tion. The gr .nita deposit is knovm to be 200 feet deep and 
probably extend~J well towards the center of the earth. 

Mt. Airy supplies the trade with granite in the 
rough for monumental yards. building stone sheds, cut and finished 
r .eady to plt:..oe in its final locution in every oonceiVhble form 
in which grnnite is used from statuary and massive monuments 
down to copings fo::r bridges nnd kellerBtones for J>aper mills. 
Many northern citien use its curbing a s their sttndurd and 
hundreds or miles ot their streets are paved with its blocks. 
In addition to thls tho odd-shaped pieces a nd cut-offs from 
othor opera tions -.tre worked up into rubble and used for rock-faced 
work in churches, residences, e.nd other buildings, and tlle residue 
is then run through the crusher a nd sold . s crushed stone. Even 
the screenings c..nd sand from the crusher · re sol.d to the railroads 
to be used in dressing their station platforms. 

The volume or busines s is over one million dollars yearly. 
The quurri es have been opera ted for nearly forty years. 
The output is over 3 1000 carloads yearly. 
Three cutting companion are loo t.ted at the quarr ies 
and cut Mt. Airy granite exclusively: The J, D. 
Sargent Granite Compan;;t Tho North State Granite 
Company, o.nd the Mt. Airy Gran i te Cutting Company. 
The first named is a subsidiary of the North Carolina 
Granite Corpor tion, which i s the owner of the Mt, 
Airy deposit. 

The gr, ni te industry ~.c, t Mt. Airy employs over 750 
t 

men and its payrollo t.re over v900,ooo.oo yearly. 

The quarries ttnd cutting sheds are equipped with 
alltbe l ates t up-to-the•minute :ma. chinery and appliances <-Lnd from 
time to time a s new ideas or appliances n ove their value at other 
pl::...ces they are added to the eq_uipmcnt. 

l't. Airy has spec i alized in tho heavier type ot 
mo.n11nent~, both public o.ncl pr1 v ..• to. On account of its ability 
to get out s tones of any length or size readily up to and beyond 
the limj.ts of t r·nsportu.t ion, it has a reputa tion for hr ndling 
thio C;l· sn of work. Also it \7. s the pioneer in furniGh.ing public 
m usoleums and has seen th t phase of the industry ch.ne;e from a . 
doubtful experiment to an established fe!i. tare of tho gruni te 
industry. It now has ,mll over one hund:r.-ed of theBe structures 
to 1 ts credit and some of the ori inal ones have htl.d a s m ny as 
six additions to the original buildings. · Its private mausoleums 
r..un up into the t oust. nds. 



ThG Mt . .. ~117 (lOOl"ri '8 woro selaoted from all the 
quo.rrt s . tn thin Country to rurmsh end ut tho grant te tor the 
new l1nL~on . cno:t·1o.l DriuGo ovor tho otom1.o R1vor o.t 'leshtneton, 
D. c. Th 1'1rst oontraat amount." to ovor l,ooo,ooo.oo und 11 1 
require twu yvnrb to \JOm I, Pta. 

~d1e \iiot ry <.>rlal at D nv111 Illino:.Ls , dasiened 
by lorado T f·t, t 10 1o·t: d aoulp·eor, \·~as ~")l c t ,<1 1n ; .t. 1ey 
gron1 to by h sculptor. It lOG en bero1o-~1zed vtotua nt oooh 
corner o · tlla ronP.mont cu-t 'from ~t . Aix·y ex nit:o, o *.oh 1'1gure 
reg.i."Cwen·~.oi!lf; or a brm\ch of tho s ,:t•vico. b ono :t:·:tgur ..:;. rre slightly 
ovor ,i l t re .. t in h icht. 

In 19; .. 5 out of u 1ll1on dollurn rorth of v:ork put 
17,000. 00 7&8 turni~;hcr ·o Tor·t.;.h l'"Oli a. exoopt, or 

oot rse , h oi·u. h u s tor o h oh ountna. :o 'lbout 30,CJoo.oo h ell 
is or ne.. a1ty a. .loonl ro uc • In 19 6 tho finished nroductn 
amount to out ,..oo,ooo .oo. .nnnyl .. mia lono took -120 1000 . 00; 
Illinois oo.ooo.oo; and Ohio .os,ooo.oo 

Ver.·y :row ot tho rorth c·u·olino oi t:ton bo.vo ny v ;ry 
not ble e .. "Ol'!ll)lO ot 11t. Aity•o )ro ucta. Qroonoboro, in its 
co rthouso and the ~>a Jo of ho Jof ... orr~on o nndnrd uiluinf; n 
sevcrul otbor Linot• build r.; , i o prob bly ono of th... lara . t 
local. user, • .1 s on•S" lem. tho gost oity i n JOrth 0 rol1na, 
u:;eo no •col utw . It no 1 .:.tooka o l · h • h vi lo uld use 
oon">i < rabla t. Airy er ni n ~h cCD .I g y l"B 1 but th pro~,cnt 
outl.~ok in oth r :North C.~olia. cltico in still not v ry prom1s1n .• 
It .old look as tot gr·n1tc ro-ucts us ell n p opllets t re 
.Jithout honor n thc:!'lr om cou tx-y .. 
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