
8 November 1972 

Mr. James Poston 
4635 Tower Road 
P, 0. Box 8717 
Greensboro, N.C. 27410 

Dear James: 

You# are the other half of James and Helen, aren't 
five year old memory fail me? In my concentration 
your mother, you momentarily slipped from my mind, 
memory another time.) 

you? Or does my 
on hearing from 

(More about my 

Thank you for writing and sending me the news clipping on your mother 
and father. I recognized J. Will right away, but I had to work hard 
to remember your mother. Maybe she is thinner now. I don't believe 
I have seen her more than once since I was about five or six years 
old. Most likely she does not remember me at all, but I have some 
fine memories of her and J. Will. 

I will keep only one news clipping, for our historian with your per
mission of course, and return the other for your files. 

I will do all I can to help you establish your Wright line. I took 
your information to my files right away to see where your grandfather 
fits into the family. There are some discrepancies on names but if 
you have only your mother's present word on the subject, I suggest 
you be careful to check it against public records made years ago when 
her memory was perfect. We can check documents such as her marriage 
record in the Iredell County Court House. It will give your parent's 
age at the time of their marriage, where they both were born, and the 
names of their parents (your grandparents). If this is where William 
Nichelson Wright (I have William Williams Wright) married Mary Ellen 
Brincefield (I have Mary Brincefield), you will be able to examine 
their marriage record there also. Write to Iredell County Court House 
for a machine copy, or for a certified copy, of these documents if you 
do not care to spend time searching the records yourself. These re
cords are most valuable to you at this point in your search. 

You need the names of your father's parents (maiden name for females), 
his birth date and place of birth, his death date and place of death, 
to complete his identity on a family group sheet showing him as Effie's 
husband. 

I have transferred the information you gave me to family group sheets 
and have enclosed them for you to use as work sheets. Please don't give 
up on your search, I will help all I can. 

Also, I have enclosed a flyer on a book which documents our Wright line 
through your mother's grandfather, I believe. Wright W. Frost is still 
living, but was unable to attend our family reunion last year because of 
illness and hospitalization. He is a member of the family organization 
and hopes to be there next June. I am anxious to meet him, as well as 
the many, many other who have written me that they hope to be there next 
time. 

Ny love and appt·cciation to you and your a. 



WILLIAM WRIGHT (son of John and Ann Williams Wright. John d in 1789, ae abt 58) 

William Wright was to have shared a 400-acre tract of land on Deep Creek, 
Surry County, N.C., with his brother James. The Census of 1790 shows him 
living in Surry County with wife and five children. (The Frost book says 
1790, I believe you indicate 1800. I have not checked this out. William 
may have had only five children if he shows in both census records with 
five children.) 

Let's assume William was born about 1763, married about 1785. This would 
give him about 10 years in which to father five children for the 1800 
census record. 

I had an opportunity to recheck the DAR records on the William I have. 
There are at least two records in their library which give two stories. 
This William was of Rowan County and had a wife Betsy(prob. Morgan). No 
Lewis, however, is listed among their children. In fact none of their 
children have names familiar to our Wright line. However, some one has 
gone into the DAR on this man by connecting him to our John and Ann 
Williams Wright. We must be more careful we want the truth. 

1. Surry County land records should be searched for disposition 
of William's land. This record may give us leads a~ to where 
he went when he left N.C. 

2. If William (of Surry Co., N.C.) sold a slave on 14 May 1805 in 
Cumberland County, Ky., he must have owned land there also. 
We must search for land records there. Now for the history of 
the Counties involved. 

Green County is the parent county of Cumberland. Green County 
came into being in 1793. Cumberland County came into existence 
in 1799 and was in the first census of 1800, which is missing. 
Clinton County was taken from Cumberland and Wayne Counties in 
1836. The first census taken there was in 1840, and this 
census record is available. Lincoln County, Ky., (Stanford 
is the County seat) originated from Kentucky County in 1780. 
The first census, 1790, is missing as well as the 1800 census. 
But since William was in N.C. in the 1800 census, we need not 
try to locate him until the next census in Kentucky. Lincoln 
County census records are available after 1800. Cumberland and 
Wayne Counties gave birth to Clinton County. Only the 1800 
census is missing for Cumberland County. Wayne County's first 
census was in 1810, and no records are missing for Wayne County. 

Have you searched the 1810 census records for Cumberland, Lin
coln and Wayne Counties? If not, I would. 

Here's another curve. Wayne County was formed from Pulaski and 
Cumberland Counties in 1801. First census, 1810, all available. 
Pulaski County (Somerset is county seat) formed from Lincoln and 
Green Counties in 1799. All census after 1800 available. 

Now>we should add Pulaski County to the census search. Pay close 
attention to the ages of males and females which could possibly 
be the parents. However, I believe the parents (William) would 
be living in their own home until the death of William, at least. 

. . 

I' 
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3. No one totally disappears without reason. We just loose them 
because we cannot find them. · 

Let's try Cumberland County (Burksville county seat), Lincoln 
County (Stanford county seat), Wayne County (Monticello county 
seat) and Pulaski County (Somerset county seat) for land records 
on William between 1800 and 1806 (give searcher a year leeway). 
Write the Register of Deeds Office for a search. 

4. Did Nancy have a second marriage? She married Lewis Elliott. I 
have reference to tae paragraph pertaining to Lewis' diary and 
reference to brother Jacob. Nancy could have been widowed about 
the year 1812, if this assumption is correct. Look for land 
records and estate records in the same counties for her. Some
times we learn about our ancestor through their brothers and 
sisters or uncles and aunts. 

If Lewis' diary is right, Willm(his father) should be located 
in the 1810, 1820, 1830 and 1840 census records. Since his 
mother survived his father, we should be able to learn her 
name from land, will, or estate records. I suggest you write 
each county seat, above mentioned, for the same information. 

While searching census records for William, look for his sister 
Lewis Elliott and/or Jacob Speck). 

5. Try Wilkes, Burke and Rowan Counties for William's marriage. 
I feel sure the marriage would have taken place in the bride's 
home county, and she could have been from a county other than 
Surry. Have you tried Surry County? Ask for a search of 
marriage records for William, covering a period of 1780-1790. 

6. Search land records for Lewis Wright, you may learn something 
about his father through Lewis' property. Write the state of 
Kentucky re land grants to William Wright of N.C. 

I can't think of anything else to do at this time. I hope I have 
not asked you to repeat yourself in many instances. Where you already 
have William in a census suggested, just line that information up with 
the other when you get it. Land records are valuable records we often 
forget to search. 

I' 

I 1 



Dear Cousin: 

I was delighted to receive your nice long letter, and I read it at our 
gathering. We hope you and yours can make it to our second meeting. No 
descendants of your husban~s ancestor, William, were present. I believe 
our attending cousins were all descendants of Thomas through William 
Williams Wright. Of course, many could not be there for various reasons 
-- and it~ Father's Day. We had letter,s from other Wrights who did 
not know if they were descendants of John and Ann, whose family tradition 
was that their family came from North Carolina. Some of these are easier 
to check out than others. ' 

i 

Enclosed is a copy of our press release to four North Carolina papers and 
to the Wilkes County (N.C.) Genealogical Society. You may send it to 
other newsp~p~rs you think will reach other cousins. Please note that 
even thoughA<fe?scendants of Thomas Wright showed up, we voted to name the 
organization after his father so we ~ould include descendants of all his 
eighteen children. Also, a three dollar dues, per family, was voted in, 
however, I have not included that information in the press release. There 
may be some cousins who cannot pay an annual dues, but who could add to 
our organization in many other ways. I do not want anyone excluded who 
would like to join us for whatever reason. 

The brief outline of your husband's ancestors, included in your letter, 
has.been transferred to pedigree charts and family group sheets. I have 
enclosed these sheets for you to fill in, as completely as possible, and 
return to me. Please document your source. I will do a research survey 
on them, and, considering what leads I have, will recommend your next re
search steps. My records indicate William married a Betsy. It has been 
suggested she was a Morgan, but your family name (Denton) carried on may 
be her maiden name. I have information different from yours, and w~ll not 
give it at this time. I want to check it again. These eighteen chl(\fren 
have been a real genealogical headache for me. Nine or ten children are 
sure easier to trace than eighteen. So, if you will send me what you have, 
with your sources listed in the reference space, I will do my best to help 
you. From what I have on William, he did not die in Kentucky, but my info 
could be wrong. In order to avoid duplicity, please list sources searched 
that were non-productive on separate sheet. 

Is the publication you refer to a small book? One I could machine copy? 
Or is it in the Library of Congress? I work in the United States Capitol 
and could go to L.C. to use it. However, if there is one available to me, 
either by purchase or by machine copy, I would appreciate owning a copy. 
Also, I feel sure it would furnish other leads in your research problem . 

. May I hear from you. 

Julie W. Brown 
6320 Brightlea Drive 
Lanham, Md. 20801 

7 July 1972 

Enclosures: press release 
family group sheets 
pedigree charts 
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and Edwin M. Frost-were born to this union. At unknown dates between 
1840 and 1850 Nancy Wright married 3) William Brown and 4) Abner 
Steed, both of Lincoln County, Tennessee, and both widowers. Birth and 
death dates are not known for either. Nancy Wright (Clary, Frost, 
Brown) Steed was buried near Unionville, Tennessee.' As she was one of 
the writer's direct ancestors, her story is. told in greater detail in the. next 
section of this chapter and in the Ebenezer B. Frost section of Chapter I. 

7. Thomas B. Wright, seventh child of Thomas and Mary Clanton 
Wright, was born August 29, 1797. On June 16, 1824, according to Surry 
County marriage records, he married Sally Armstrong. For a number of 
years, including 1829, Thomas B. Wright was Sheriff of Surry County. His 
uncle John Wright also held this office. Apparently Thomas B. Wright was 
living in 1853 when his mother's heirs filed claim for the pension which had 
been due her; but information about his residence and family status at that 
time or later has not come to the attention of the writer. 

8. Mary (Polly) Wright, eighth child of Thomas and Mary Clanton 
Wright, was born July 18, 1804, and died in Yadkin County, North Caro
lina, May 1, 1890. On February 16, 1821, according to Surry County 
marriage records ( 1820 by family records), she married Henry Foote, who 
was born June 1, 1795, and died October 27, 1876. They are buried in 
the Sandy Creek Baptist Church Cemetery in Yadkin County. A daughter, 
Mary Foote, was named in the will of her uncle John Wright. There was a 
son, Major James Henry Foote, Confederate States Army, the grandfather 
of Electra Foote Thomas, deceased, whose research and records of family 
history, made available to the writer by her daughter Betty Thomas ' 
Hawthorne, have added considerably to the information on the Footes and 
other descendants of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright. Others suspected 
of being children of Henry and Mary (Polly) Wright Foote include William 
W. Foote, listed in the pension declaration as administrator of Mary Clan
ton Wright. A complete list of these children has not been made available 
to the writer. The sale of Henry Foote's home, advertised for January 5, 
1888, indicates that the family lived in the Eagle Mills Township of Iredell 
County and that another son, Thomas W. Foote, was administrator of 

1 
Henry Foote's estate. The land lay partly in Iredell County and partly in 
Davie. 

Nancy Wright (1795-1854) 

Nancy Wright, the third daughter and sixth child of Thomas and 
Mary Clanton Wright, was born April22, 1795, in that part of Surry County, 
North Carolina which later became Yadkin County. She died in Bedford 
County, Tennessee, November 19, 1854. On October 17, 1811, at the age 
of sixteen, she married William Clary, whose birth place and date are not 
known but whose death occurred April 25, 1819. In the years which 
followed, Nancy had three other husbands-Ebenezer B. Frost, William 
Brown, and Abner Steed. 

The dates used above, along with many others of importance to family 
history, are recorded in Nancy's Bible, handed down through four genera-

Nnncy Wright (1795-1 
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Thomas Wright (1758-1840) 89· 

Martin Wright were buried in the Wright Family Cemeter~ ne?r Hunting 
Creek in Wilkes County, North Carolina, on land belongmg m 1961 to 
R. V. 'Beshears. Tombstone inscriptions verify their birth and death. dates. 
They had six children includin& James Wi!liam Wright? who received a 

. bequest from his uncle John Wnght (Yadkm County Will Book I, p. 7). 
He married Frances Transeau (June 10, 1839-May 18, 1.907), daugh~er 
of James and Mary Rousseau Transeau, in .1861, accordmg to . a family 
Bible record in the possession of one of their descendants, David Ralph 
Wright, Sr. James W. Wright, born Februa~y 28, 1826, was a.Confederate 
soldier and died January 30, 1865, as a pnsoner of war at Pm~t Lookout, 
Maryland, where he is buried. In his will (Wilkes County W1l! Boo~ 5, 
P· 421) he named not only his wife and only son, Charle~ ~alvm Wn~ht, 
but also his brothers Robert M., Thomas, JohnS., and Wilham M. W.n?ht 
and his sister Amelia M. (Matilda) Wright Brotherton, thereby providmg " 
~n authentic list of William W. and Sarah Martin Wright's children. Charles 
Calvin Wright, according to Bible recor.d, was b~rn August 12, 1862, a~d 
married on September 23, 1891, J enme Cathenne r:and, who .was ?om 
June 6, 1868. Charles Calvin Wright lived at Huntmg Creek m Wilk~s 
County and was Superintendent of Wilkes County Schools be.fore his 
death on July 14, 193 3. He and his wife were the parents of five children. as 
follows: 1) Mary Davis Wright, who was born June 13, 1892,, and died 
April 10, 1913, without children; 2) James Thomas Carr Wnght, born 
May 22, 1894; 3) David Ralph Wright, who was born March 3, 189?, 
married Eula Bumgarner on June 6, 1920, and became the father of D.avid 
Ralph Wright, Jr., born March 16, 1921: and John R_owland Wnght, 
born March 11, 1925; 4) Clyde Robert Wnght, born Apnl1~, 1901; and 
5) Charles Calvin Wright, Jr., born February ~1, 19.11. Durmg the Y.ear 
1961 the writer met personally Charles Cal~m Wnght, Jr., of Elki?s, 
North Carolina, and had telephone conversatiOn or correspondence WI~h 
David Ralph Wright, Sr., of Falls Church, Virginia, and his two sons David 
Ralph Wright, Jr., of Canton: North Carolina, and. the Rever~nd John 
Rowland Wright, of North Wilkesboro, North Carolma, and with ~ames 
Thomas Carr Wright, of Boone, North Carolina. He had not previously 
made contact with any other living Wrights with whom he h?s a cot;tmon 
ancestry. This common ancestry could not have been established w~t~out 
the information which they have provided on the descendants of Wilham 
Williams Wright and his wife Sarah Martin Wright. . 

6. Nancy Wright, sixth child of Thomas and Mar~ Clanton _'Vnght, 
was born April 22, 1795, in Surry County, North Carolma, and died No
vember 19, 1854, in Bedford County, Tennessee. On October 17, 1811, 
at the age of sixteen, she married William Clary whose birth place and date 
are not known. He died April 25, 1819, according to Bible rec~rd. ~wo 
children-Mary Ann and Lucy Caroline Clary-were born to this umon. 
On April 21, 1822, Nancy Wright Clary married 2~ Ebenez~r B. Frost, 
son of Captain John and Rebecca Boone Frost, a widower wit~ one son, 
Nimrod Bailey Frost. Ebenezer B. Frost was born about 1795 m Rowan 
County, North Carolina, and died in Arkansas o? .Novem?e~ 29, 18~6. 
Five sons-Thomas Wright, John Ebenezer, Wilham, Wilham Damel, 
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2. Daniel Wright, second child of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright, 
was born August 13, 1784. His father's will spoke of him as being in "The 
Western Country," which could have included any of a large number of 
states. The suggestion by a descendant that he went to <Missouri has not 
been verified by any records which have come to the attention of the 
writer. ·· · 

3. Lucy Wright, third child of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright, 
was born October 27, 1786, and died in her home near Belt's Bridoe in 
Iredell. County, North Car~lina, in 1873. On October 21,. 1804, acco~ding 
~o family recor?s, ~he marned Thomas Belt, Jr., who was born in Maryland 
~n 1769 and d1ed 111 1829. Thomas, Jr., and Lucy Wright Belt are buried 
m .New Hope Church Cemetery near their home. They had at least .one 
ch1ld, Thomas Wright Belt, who became a physician and moved to Ala
bama. Two of his descendants, Haller Belt of San Francisco and Hattie 
~laughter Reed~ of Umatilla, Florida, assisted in the gathering of informa
tion on the family. Thomas Belt, Jr., had a sister Ruth Belt who was the 
great-grandmother of T. E. Swann of Statesville, North Carolina, who has 
helped assemble information on a number of the writer's ancestors and 
their relatives in western North Carolina. 

4. Amelia Wright, called Milly Davis in her father's will, was Thomas 
and Mary Clanton Wright's fourth child. She was born March 22, 1789. 
On an unkno"':'n date she. married Isaac Davis, who died before February 7, 
182'?, w~en Ius ?rother-m-law John Wright, his execuor and the guardian 
of. IllS mmor childr~n, filed an inventory of his estate. Named as minor 
children were Carolme.' Thomas, Lucy, William, and James Davis (Surry 
Cou~ty Settlements, F1les 413 and 437). Amelia Wright Davis was still 
a widow on January 21, 1853, when the heirs of Thomas and Mary 
Cla.nton Wright file~ application for the pension which had been due 
their mother but which she had not received. The time and place of her 
death has not been determined. The William Davis who n1arried Milly 
Head in Yadkin County on April 1, 1854, and the Thomas W. Davis who 
married Minerva Butner on April29, 1855, in the same county presumably 
were sons of Isaac and Amelia Wright Davis. 

~ J ~ 5. William Williams Wright, fifth child of Thomas and Mary Clanton 
~~ l uJ Wnght, was born February 26, 1791, and died December 4, 1870. On 
O' ~~- March 28, 1815, he married his first cousin Sarah Martin, daughter of Dr. 

Robert. and Amelia Wright Martin. She was born September 15, 1794, 
and d1ed July 13, 1864. In 1827 William W. and Sarah artin 
~righ.t wete living in ~adison. County, Alabama, as evidenced by a deed 
111 w~1c~ Robert Martm o~ Wilkes County, North Carolina, deeded "My 
Negro gn·~ Rachel and h~r mcrease for the use and benefit of my daughter 
Sara~ Wnght and the hem of her body, the wife of William W. Wright of 
Madison Coup.ty, Alabama (Madison County Deed Book L, p. 105) ." 
Apparently they were back in Wilkes County, North Carolina, by Sep
tember 11, 1842, when Dr. Robert Martin made his will in which he 
bequeath~d to. his daughte.r Sarah Wright a tract of land in Wilkes County ~· 
a?d entailed 1t to her children, specifying that it should not be "at the 
d1sposal of her husband William W. Wright." William Williams and Sarah 
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Thomas Wright (1758-1840) 

Polly Wright was born the 18 July 1804 
Certified to by me this the 21 day of January A.D. 1853 

[Signed] Y. N. Jones, J. P. 
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On June 10, 1958, while searching the <records of Surry County, 
North Carolina, in the county courthouse at Dobson, the writer found the 
record of Thomas Wright's will (Surry County Will Book 4, pp. 175-178) 
and copied the portion of most interest to himself and his close relatives 
as follows: 

... and to my son Daniel Wright and my daughter Nancy Frost lives in 
the Western Country I feel unwilling that my negro family should be so far sep
arated from each other my will is that my two young negro girls to wit Gincy 
and young Prudy be valued by persons chosen by my Executor and that some of 
my children being here take them at the valuation and ... fake them to pay 
unto my son Daniel the valuation of Gincy and to my Daughter Nancy the valu
ation of Prudy .... 

Finding the name of Nancy Frost, so familiar in the traditions of his 
family, written into the records of the county of her birth, was an emotional 
experience. Moreover, the writer was impressed by Thomas Wright's 
humane consideration for the two little slave girls and their family. 

Thomas Wright, sixth generation of the Wrights in America and the 
sixth generation in _the writer's ascent to his Wright ancestry, was the last 
male in that ancestt:y whose surname was Wright; .but the name has had 
considerable use as a forename among the succeeding generations of the 
Frost family into which Thomas Wright's daughter Nancy married. 

The names and birth dates of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright's 
eight children have already been presented in the transcript of the pension · 
declaration. Information gathered from other sources is included in the 
following sketches on these children. 

1. John Wright, first child of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright, 
was born in Surry County, North Cat·olina, September 23, 1781. His death 
occurred between December 9, 1852, and January 21, 1853. On the 
former date John Wright made his will ( Yadkin County Will Book I, p. 7), 
while on the latter he was declared dead by Jesse Vesteal in the pension 
declaration filed by the heirs of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright. Ac
cording to an insertion in the Bible record of his sister Nancy Wright 
Frost, John Wright married a girl named Polly on February 16, 1819. 
No record of this marriage has been found in the courthouses of Surry and 
adjoining Counties; but there is a record of the marriage of a John Wright 
to Elvina Wheeler on April 26, 1829, in Surry County. If this was John 
Wright the son of Thomas Wright, he appears to have outlived his second . 
wife and to have had no children by either marriage, for his will directed 
that his property be given to his · sister Amelia Davis, his niece Mary 
Foote, his nephew James Wright, and to his brother-in-law Henry Foote. 
Henry Foote was executor of the will. Although no monument has been 
found, John Wright and his wife, or wives, are assumed to have been 
buried in Yadkin County. John Wright had been executor of his father's 
will. · 
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State of North Carolina 
Yadkin County 

On this the 21 day of January A.D. 1853 personally appeared before me 
Y. N. Jones an acting justice of the peace in and for the County of Yadkin and 
State aforesaid, Jessee Vesteal who being duly Sworn according to Law, on his 
oath saith, that he has known Thomas Wright and Mary Wright for more than 
Sixth years, that he lived a near neighbor to them during that time that they 
lived together as man and wife up to their death-and were considered and re
puted by all who knew them to be man and wife and to have been married and 
he further Swears that he does not believe that there is any public or private 
Record of the above marriage nor any living witness to the fact. He further 
Swears that the aforesaid Mary Wright is dead, that she died on the 14th. day of 
June A.D. 1844-Hc further Swears that he is acquainted with the following 
persons, who arc the lawful heirs of Thomas and Mary Wright (to wit) John 
Wright, who has died since the death of his mother, (Mary Wright)-and Dan
iel Wright, William Wright, Thomas Wright, Amelia Davis, Lucy Belt, Mary 
Foote, and Nancy Frost-and that he knows the above named persons to be 
children of the aforesaid Thomas Wright and Mary Wright, and that the Rec
ord of their births and ages, as set forth in the accompanying proofs is true 
and correct. 

;He further Swears that he is an entirely disenterested witness, and expects 
no benefit from the above claim whatever. 

(Signed) Jessee V csteal 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and date above written and I 

hereby certify that I am acquainted with the above named Jessee Vesteal and 
that he is a man of truth and that the facts deposed to by him, I believe to be 
true. 

[Signed] Y. N. Jones, J.P. 

For the sake ofestablishing documentary proof of the date of Thomas 
Wright's death, a brief statement is taken from William W. Foote's claim: 
"That the said Thomas Wright was in his life time a Revolutionary Pen
sioner; that he died in the County of Surry (now Yadkin) on the 22nd day 
of June A.D. 1840 .... " 

The following contains the "accompanying proofs" of birth dates of 
the heirs of Thomas and Mary Wright to which Jesse Vesteal referred: 

State of North Carolina 
Yadkin County 

I, Y. N. Jones, an acting justice of the peace in and for the County of 
Yadkin do hereby certify that the following is a true and correct copy of a Rec
ord purporting to be a family record of the births of the children of Thomas 
Wright and Mary Wright, as found in the old family Bible in the possession of 
Mary Foote. 

John Wright was born Sept. the 23, 1781 
Daniel Wright was born August 13th 1784 
Lucy Wright was born the 27th October 1786 
Amelia Wright was born the 22 March 1789 
William W. Wright was born the 26 Feb. 1791 
Nancy Wright was born the 22 April 1795 
Thomas B. Wright was born the 29 August 1797 
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1779, prior to his last period of service. At the time she made her deposi
tion, Mary Clanton Wright was eighty-four years of age and declared that 
she could not go to the courthouse to file her declaration in consequence o~4fl 
old age and bodily infirmity. Apparently she was in an advanced state of 
senility, since she could not recall either her marriage date or the exact date 
of her husband's death. The marri.a e. date as_J.anuar)'- 7 ;- 1780, according~ 
to an entry on a leaf from his Bible included in Thomas Wright's applica-
tion for pension. . 

It is assumed that Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright settled down on 
a farm adjoining John Wright Ill's at the close of the Revolution. Unlike 
many of John Wright III's other children, Thomas maintained his residence 
in Surry County throughout his life. About ten years after his deatll, which 

.C. occurred June 22, 1840;_ his home was included in the newly organized 
Y Olmtf. As indicated earlier in the sketch OQ his father, this area 
appears to have beet1 that which now constitutes a part of the Hampton
ville Community of westet'n Yadkin County. 

Church records indicate that Thomas Wright was clerk of etty's 
Meeting House, which later came to be known as Flat Rock Baptist Church. 
It has been reported that he attended a Baptist Association at New Hope 
on October 1, 1803, as a delegate from his church and clerk of the Associa
tion. Incidentally, the Reverend Benjamin Boone, whose sketch is found 
in the John Boone section of Chapter III, also attended this association as a 
delegate from Eatonts Baptist Church, now an active church near Cana, in 
Davie County, North Carolina. While the above references give some in
sight into Thomas W~·ight's life, the most important documents from which 
information has been gathered on him and his family are pension applica
tions. 

As indicated earlier, Thomas Wright was given credit · or twenty 
months as a Rrivate in the North Carolina Line and placed u on the roll as · (jJ · 
a Revolutionar~ .eensione on Februar_y 28, 1833, at the rate of $70 e · ,/'i 
annum. This was soon after he became seventy-five years o age. His S~· IJ 
pension claim number, as recordecl in tfie Bureau of Pensions, Washington, .-JO 
D. C., is Rl1899. \q, ' 

Mary Clanton Wright made her application for a widow's pension on/ 
August 18, 1843, more than three years after Thomas Wright had died. 
She died .on June 14, 1844, before having received the pension, as wiii be 
seen from the application for pension by her heirs. It was O!!_J anuary 21, 

\.U ''6~'- altrlQSLnine_yem~.~ey deat~, when four separate declarations 
W.~\ 1 ( were filed on behalf of the heirs of Mary Wright, widow of Thomas Wright, 
~ ~ I i . for the pension due Mary Wright but which she did not receive. Her son 

oY h Y;/ John Wright had already died, and her daughter Nancy Wright Frost lived 
. ~ less than two years afterwards. Whether or not any money was ever re-
tfi' ceived by the heirs, the declarations for pension provide interesting in

formation about the family. One of the declarations was filed by Wil
liam W. Foote, administrator of Mary Clanton Wright's estate and 
presumably her grandson. By 1853 he had removed to Alexander County. 
Perhaps the most informative declaration, or affidavit, was made by Jesse 
Vesteal which is quoted in full. · 
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For date and place of his birth a quotation ~aken from his application for 
pension: "I was born in Fau uier County, Virginia, on the 18th. day of 

/Feb. J 758. I have a record of my age m my family Bible." Actually 
Thomas Wright was born about a year before Fauquier County was formed 
from that part of Prince William County in which lris parents lived at the 
time of his birth. · 

In June, 1776, at the age of eight.een, Thomas Wright volunteered as 
a soldier under the command of Captain Ferree for service against the 
Cherokee Indians. After helping build Fort Defiance on the Yadkin River, 
he received a verbal discharge and returned home in August, 1776. Nine 

· days after returning home from Fort Defiance, he volunteered again under 
Captain Ferree for further service against the Cherokees in the "Overbill 
Towns," driving the Indians from those towns and destroying their cattle 
and crops. Hearing the call for volunteers to go to the valley towns to join 
the Virginia Army, he again volunteered and served three months and 
again was discharged verbally. He served in the Revolutionary War under 
several different captains from the spring of 1780 until the surrender of 
Cornwallis, defending against the Tories and attacking the British in west- · 
ern North Carolina. At one time he was among the soldiers stationed at 
Salem to guard the North Carolina General Assembly which had assembled 
there in view of the capture of the capital at Hillsboro. Although not copied 
verbatim, the substance of the above was taken from Thomas Wright's 
application for pension, made on February 12, 1833. 

On March ,3, 183 3, Lewis Williams, then and for many years Con-
, gressman fro uuy County, North Carolina, wrote Thomas Wright that 

he had receive 1is application for pension and added: "On tomorrow you 
will be entitled to two years' pay, of $140, which you will draw from a bank 
of the United States at Fayetteville." 

Congressman Williams, whose home was on Panther Creek, had 
written the Commissioner of Pensions: "In support of this claim I must 
say that the applicant, Thomas Wright, is as respectable, as worthy, as 
reputable a man as any in the United States. In the first place, he is the 
senior or presiding magistrate of the county; in the second place, he has 
been for 15 or 20 years a member of the legislature of the State; and in the 

-third place, · he is an exemplary member of the Baptist Church, having 
been a member perhaps for more than 50 years. I add that I have known · 
hiin from childhood and known him to be an honest man as ever lived in 
this or any other country and that he is entitled to full faith and credit in 
everything he states." Congressman Williams' letter did not so indicate, but 
family tradition is that he was related to the Wright family. 

The Manual of North Carolina (pp. 814-815) in the North Carolina 
Archives is also authority for Thomas Wright's service as State Senator ; , 
from, Surry County 1807-1808 and 1810-1817. ~ J. ;1!:>-q :::;~1r &;. Ut.-, 

It was between two of his various periods of enlistment for military 
service that Tb_omas Wright married Mary Cia on, daughter of Thomas 

·and Elizabeth Clanton of Surry County, orth Carolina. In her application 
for a widow's pension on August 18, 1843, Mary Clanton Wright declared 
that she had married Thomas Wright on or about the mon~h of January, 

-frl. J) 11 t7 8'o ~~ U/ . 
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Riley, son of Ninian . Riley, Sr., according to a Surry County, North 
Carolina, marriage bo:1d dated January 12, 1786. The Riley family moved 
to Kentucky. Gerard Riley b'ecanie converted at the mammoth camp meet
ing at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, where twenty thousanc!. people assembled in 
1799 or 1800. Both he and his uncle John Riley, who married Sarah Els
berry, daughter of Isaac ·and Agatha. Wright Elsberry, becanu: Baptist 
preachers. Gerard's gravestone at Bloomfield, lllinois, reads: "Gerard 
Riley, a Baptist Minister of the Gospel, who died December 26, 1832." 
Frances Wright Riley, widow of Gerard Riley is reported to have died in 
1835 at Bethel, Ohio, where she had resided with her son Zachariah Riley, 
who died there in 1877. 

13-17. It is apparent that John Wright III used nickn.ames in designat
ing his unmarried daughters Rosey, Patsy, Sukky, Peggey and Polly Wright. 
There is no certainty of their birthdates; but since Rosey and Patsy were 
given 320 acres of land to be sold and the money divided between them, 
they probably were already of marriageable age and, therefore, older than 
the other unmarried daughters, prossibly born about 1770 and 1772, 
respectively. Sukky may have been the next child born about 1774, fol
lowed by Peggey a year or two later. Peggey married Samuel Marsh, 
according to the Surry County marriage bond which her brother Thomas 
Wright signed .on March 24, 1792. Nothing is known about Polly, who may 
have been born about 1777, except that, like other unmarried daughters, 
she received ten pounds through her father's will. Although Nancy Riley 
Clark's diary of 1849 indicates that all of John Wright III's daughters 
finally married, no records have been found to reveal marriages dates or 
husbands' names for Rosey, Patsy, Sukky, and Polly. It is possible that 
some of them accompanied their brothers or married sisters to other states 
where they married. 

18. Williams Wright, youngest son of John III and Anne Williams 
Wright, probably was younger than aU of his sisters and, therefore, proba
bly the eighteenth child in the family. He was born in Surry County, North 
Carolina, April 5, 1779, and died in Madison County, Alabama, July 19, 
1825, according to his tombstone record. In his father's will he was given 
275 acres of land which inch.ided the homestead. Williams Wright's mother 
was to retain lifetime possession of all but 100 acres of the land. Since he 
died the same year as his mother, he probably never came into full posses
sion of the land which his father had intended that he should have. On 
November 20, 1802, he married Sally Mitchell, who was born May 6, 
1784, and died August 1, 1835, according to Bible and tombstone records 
transcribed in the magazine article, "The Wright Family in Madison 
County, Alabam~,'' referred to previously. The division of Colonel Wil
liams Wright's estate on February 14, 1831 (Madison County Probate 
Record 5-313) indicates that he had the following childi·en: Nancy, Eliza, 
Lucinda, Cynthia, Harriet, William, Matilda, and John M. Wright. . 

Thomas Wright (1758-1840) 

Thomas Wright, son of John III and Anne Williams Wright, was born 
sixteen years before his parents settled in Surry County, North Carolina. 

I 

I 
I 

' 

'j 



J 

82 The Wright Family 

tenth child of John III and Anne Williams Wright. The Census Report of 
1790 lists him as the head of a household in Surry County with a wife but 
no children. He probably married about 1790, but the name of his wife 
has not been determined. In her 1849 diary Nancy Riley Clark · reported 
that James Wright and family were then living in South Carolina. · 

11 . Amelia Wright, named as Amelia Martain in John Wright III's 
will, probably was eleventh among his children and probably was born in 
Fauquier County, Virginia, ab9ut 1767. On January 12, 1786, her brother 
John Wright, Jr., as his name was recorded, became a bondsman for her 
marriage to Robert Martin in Surry County, North Carolina. Robert 
Martin was the son of Benjamin and Dinah Harrison Martin and appears 
to have been related neither to the ancestors of Miss Flossie Martin, who 
has made a study of different Martin families of Surry, Wilkes, and Rowan 
Counties, nor to David Martin who married Hannah Frost, daughter of 
Captain John and Rebecca Bocine Frost (Captain John Frost section of 
Chapter I). He was a physician, and biograpl.1ical sketches usually refer to 
him as Dr. Robert Martin. 

Although Mrs. Atwood Hill Mathes, in the magazine article to which 
reference has been made previously, included melLa at:tin , a widow, 
among the children of John Wright who migrated to Alabama, the 
write r is convinced otherwise. Th.e Amelia W. Martin whom rs.~ 

(

pointed out as having married Richard Holding between January 9 and 2, 
1828, in M adison County, Alabama, was not the Amelia Wright who 
marri.ed Dr. Robert Martin but was her granddau hter as evidenced by this 
tombstone inscription: "Consort o 1chard Holding and <t_lughter of 

'-.Captain William Martin, Died February 18, 1846, in her 39th year." 
Moreover, a deed recorded in Madison County, Alabama, places Dr. 
Robert Martin, husband o~ Amelia Wright Martin, in Wilkes County; 
North Carolina, on April 2, 1827, without any indication that he had ever 
been in Alabama (Madison County, Alpbama, Deed Book L, p. 105) . 
Finally, Robert Martin's will, made on September 11, 1842, and proved in 
the following November (Wilkes County, North Carolina, Will Book 4, 
pp. 279-281), not only testified to the fact that his wife Amelia was still 
living but also provided the nam<?s of their six children as follows: 
1) Captain William Martin, who married Matilda Mitcliell in 1805, settled 
in Madison County, Alabama, and became the father of the Amelia W. 
Martin who married Richard Holding; 2) Williams W. Martin, who had 
died, leaving a wife Mary and children before . the will was written; 
3) Diana Harrison Martin, who married her first cousin E · Pettey, son of 
William and Lucretia (Lucy) Wright Pettey; 4) Sarah (Sally) Martin, 

· who married her first cousin William Wi11iams Wright, son of Thcimas and 
Mary Clanton Wright; 5) Amelia Martin,-who married a Smith by whom 
she had a number of children; and 6) Benjamin F . Martin whose marital 
status has not come to the attention of the writer. Dr. Robert and Amelia 
Wright Martin are assumed to have been buried in Wilkes County, North 
Carolina. ' · · .. 

12. Frances Wright is estimated to have been born about 1768, the 
twelfth child of John III and Anne Williams Wright. She married Gerard 
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relatives migrated. Not all records of John Wright, of course, refer to the 
son of John III and Anne Williams Wright. At least three of John 
Wright III's sons-Thomas, Daniel, and Williams-named sons iohn; and 
Daniel Wright's son John named a son John. <Although the writer's study 
of the various John Wrights has not been thoroughgoing, it has been suf
ficient to convince him that the records of Madison County, Alabama, 
refer to grandsons and great-grandsons of John Wright III rather than to 
his own son John Wright, Jr., one of the executors of his will (Stirry County 
Will Book 2, pp. 161-162). There seems little doubt that it was this John 
Wright who was Sheriff of Surry County from 1812 until 1824. Since 
Surry County records have failed to reveal anything significant about his 
private life or anything about his later years, attention is called again to 
Nancy Riley Clark's 1849 Diary which contains this statement about her 
uncle John Wright (son of John Wright III): "John died in Florida, leav
ing two sons and a daughter. He left his wife and daughter in Carolina. 
He divided his property giving half to hi~ wife, took his two sons and moved 
to Florida. He died there leaving his two sons rich." 

· 7. Sally Wright, since she was singled out for "one bay mair and 
saddle" in John Wright III's will, apparently was older than her unmarried 
sisters. Since she was named between her brothers John and William, she , 
probably was born about 1762, the seventh child in the family. The bond 
for her marriage to Ninian Riley, Jr., in Surry County, North Carolina, 
was dated April 14, 1790. Ninian Riley, Jr., was a brother of Gerard Riley 
who married Sally Wright's sister Frances. . · 

8. William Wright, due to the relative position of his name in John 
Wright III's will, is thought to have been the third son and eighth child and 
to have been born about 1763. In the will he was to share with his brother 
James a 400-acre tract of land on Deep Creek which was to b~ divided 
equally. The Census Report for 1790 indicates that he was living in Surry 
County, North Carolina, with his wife and five children. The writer has not 
been able to determine whom Williaili Wright married, when he left Surry 
County, or where he took his family. Care must be taken not to confuse him 
with his younger brother Williams Wright or with his nephew William 
Williams Wright, the _son of Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright. 

9. Lucretia (Lucy) Wright was listed among the married daughters in 
John Wright III's will as Lucretia Petty. She was born in Fauquier County, 
Virginia, July 7, 1765, and died in Madison County, Alabama, August 16, 
1842. On January 25, 1783, she married William Pettey, who was born in 
Fauquier or Stafford County, Virginia, March 13, -1764, and died in 
Madison County, Alabama, September 26, 1834. While her brother 
Thomas Wright was a paternal ancestor of the writer's children, Lucretia 
Wright was one of their maternal ancestors. For this reason a supple
mentary section follows that part of this chapter which otherwise would 
have been its conclusion. Under the heading, Lucretia (Lucy) Wright 
(1765-1842) and Some of Her Descendants, additional information on 
Lucretia Wright is followed by facts about some of her des~endants and 
some of their other ancestors. " 

10. James Wright is calculated to have been born about 1766, the 
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nine children, including John and William. After her husband's death in 
Moscow or Bethel, Ohio, in 1813, Agatha Wright Elsberry is reported to 
have moved to Xenia, Ohio, and to have lived for the balance of her life 
in the household of her son William Elsberry, who was prominent in the 
political life of his day. Her death · came in 1845 or 1846. In a footnote 
(Tylers Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 8, p. 276) 
C. A. Hoppin, the genealogist whose research and writing have provided 
most of the information used thus far in the story of the Wright family, 
indi~s that he was a descendant of Isaac and Agatha Wright Elsberry. 
v' 4. Thomas Wright, oldest son of John III and Anne Williams Wright, 

is thought to have been the fourth child in the family. He was born 
February 18, 1758, about a year before Fauquier County, Virginia, was 
formed from that part of Prince William County in which his parents' home 
stood. He died June 22, 1840, in Surry County, North Carolina, about ten 
years before the land on which he had lived became a part of Yadkin 
County. On January 7, 1780, he married Mary Clanton , daughter of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Clanton. She was born about 1759 and died 
June 14, 1844. They had eight children-John, Daniel, Lucy, Amelia, 

· William Williams, Nancy, Thomas B., and Mary (Polly). Since Thomas 
Wright is one of the writer's direct ancestors, the next section of this 
chapter bears his nqme and provides additional information on hiin and 
his immediate family. 

5. Daniel Wright, apparently John III and Anne Williams Wright's 
second son and fifth child, was born in Fauquier County, Virginia, Septem
ber 27, 1759, and died in Madison County, Alabama, May 24, 1838. He 
was a captain in the North Carolina Line during the Revolution (Pension 
Certificate No. 13268). On January 24, 1782, he married Nancy Young, 
daughter of Thomas Young of Iredell County, North Carolina. She was 
born in Virginia, July 7, 1762, and died in Madison County, Alabama, 
June 23, 1833, where ·she and Daniel settled about 1815 or earlier. In his 
will, dated July 2, 183 7, Daniel Wright named sons Thomas, John, and 
Daniel W. and daughters Nancy Shackleford and Lucinda Wyche.He had 
another daughter, Elizabeth, the first wife of Thomas McCrary. Her three 
daughters Evalina, Eliza, and Lucinda were named in Daniel Wright's will 
as his grandchildren. Most of the information on Daniel Wright was taken 
from the magazine article, "The Wright F amily of Madison County, 
Alabama," referred to previously, with corrections and supplements by 
Mrs. Kathleen Paul Jones of New Market, Alabama. 

6. John Wright, Jr., as his name appeared on the marriage bonds of 
his sisters Amelia and Frances on January 12, 1786, appears to have been 
the sixth child of John III and Anne Williams Wright and, therefore, is 
assumed to. have been born in Fauquier County, Virginia, about 1760. He 
was listed in the 1790Census Report for Surry County, North Carolina, as" 
living alone near the home of his widowed mother. After the death of his 
father, he appears to have been known generally as John Wright and to 
have signed his name thus. Surry County records abound with this name, 
and it is found frequently in the records of counties ~djoining Surry as well 
as in those of Madison County, Alabama, to which a number of his close 
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that any others than Elizabeth Wright Arnold and Nancy Wrigl~t Elliot 
had done so. Most, if not all, of the others are known to have marned after 
the migration to North Carolina or to have been too young to have married 
before that time. · < 

John Wright III's eighteen exceeded by four all the known children of 
his father and the three preceding generations of Wright ancestors who had 
lived in America. Nancy Riley Clark asserted in her diary that all of John 
Wright III's children married and moved away-:-some to Kentucky, some 
to Missouri and some to Alabama. Thomas Wnght, the oldest son, how
ever is kno'wn to have remained in Surry County until his death in 1840; 
and 'Amelia Wright, the daughter who married Dr. Robert Martin, lived 
and reared a family in adjoining Wilkes County. Two sons and one 
daughter-Daniel, Williams, and Lucretia (Lucy)-are ~now~ to have 
settled in Madison County, Alabama. The story of the m1gration of the 
three Wright children to Alabama, is told in a magazine article, "Tl~e 
Wright Family of Madison County, Alabama," by Mrs. Atwood H1ll 
Mathes (Tylers Quarterl-y Historica an Genealogical Magazine, Vol. .8' 
pp. 194-206.), who incorrectly include Amelia and John ~n:ong the chl~
dren who settled in Alabama. Thomas McCrary, an early c1t1zen of Madi
son County who is thought to have accompanied the Wrights in their 
migration, was twice married to a Wright. His first wife :v~s Betsy .Wright, 
daughter of Daniel; the second was Nancy, daughter of Wilhams Wnght. He 
died August 31, 1865, and was buried beside his first wife. 

Of the six unmarried daughters named in John Wright III's will, only 
Sally an Peggey are known to have .married later. Brief sket~hes.are pre
sented on all of John Wright III's ch1ldua1 about whom sufficient mforma
tion has come to the attention of the writer. Since available information is 
insufficient to determine with certainty the order of all of their births, they 
are sketched in the order which seems most likely. 

1. Elizabeth Wright, listed first in John Wright III's will as "Lezebeth 
Arno'Id," probably was his first child, born about 1754 in that part of 
Prince William County, Virginia, which later became Fauquier County. 
She married Samuel Arnold according to a marriage license issued in 
Fauquier County, Virginia, September 5, 1771. They moved to Surry 
County, North Carolina, about 1774 and are shown in the 1780 Tax List 
and the 1790 Census Report for that county. 

2. Nancy Wright, listed second among John Wright's married daugh
ters in his will urider the name of "Nancy Elliot," probably was his second 
child and probably was born about 1755 before Fauquier County was 
formed from a part of Prince William County in which her parents were 
living at the time. Her marriage to Lewis Elliot in Fauquier County proba
bly took place in 1773. They moved to North Carolina with the rest of the 
Wright family. · 

3. Agatha Wright, named as Agatha Elsberry in John Wright III's 
will, probably was born about 1756 in that part of Prince William County 
which became Fauquier County in 1759. In '1775 she married Isaac Els
berry, son of ~ohn Elsberry, in Surry County, North Carolina. The family 
moved to Kentucky in 1803 and on to Ohio in 1805 or 1806. There were 
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Revolutionary service was as a private. At least he is so listed on the 
D.A.R. Roll of Honor at Valley Forge. His length of service seems to have 
been relatively short. This may be explained by a quotation from the 1849 
diary of John Wright III's granddaughter Nancy Riley Clark: "While 
serving in the war, he took a violent cold that settled in his lungs and 
eventually caused his death." 

It was on October 30, 1789, at the age of about fifty-eight, when John 
Wright III died. He may have been buried on his own land. If not, he 
probably was buried in the church yard of the Flat Rock Baptist Church, 
known then as Petty's Meeting House, more than a mile to the east of the 
Wright estate, or in the yard of the muc~ closer Elsberry Chapel. The 
latter chapel was founded near the ford of a branch of the North Fork of 
Hunting Creek by John Elsberry, John Wright's neighbor and his daughter 
Agatha's father-in-law. These and other landmarks used to designate the 
location of the Wright homestead fall within the boundades of the present 
Hamptonville Community, of western Yadkin County. 

Twenty-two days before he died, John Wright III dictated and signed 
his will. The writer read with much interest the record of this will in the 
Surry County courthouse in Dobson, North Carolina, on June 10, 1958 ;; 
(Surry County Will Book 2, pp. 161-162). The plantation on which John 
Wright III lived was Jeft to his wife Anne, who survived him about thirty
six years. The exact date of her death is not known, but it occurred in 1825 
in her ninetieth year. John III and Anne Williams Wright were the. parents 
of eighteen children. In his will John Wright III named six married 
daughters-Lezebeth Arnold, Nancy Elliot, Agatha Elsberry, Amelia 
Martain, Lucretia Petty, and Frances Riley; six sons-Thomas Wright, 
Daniel Wright, John Wright, William Wright, James Wright, and Williams 
Wright; and six unmarried daughters-Sally, Rosey, · Patsy, Sukky, 
Peggey, and Polley. 

Two of John Wright III's ch ildren are of especial interest to the 
writer's children. Their mother is a descendant of Lucretia (Lucy) Wright, 
who manied WJ iliam Pettey al1d settled with hin1 in the vicinity of New 
Market, Alabama, i 8L7. Their father is a descendant of Thomas 
Wright, whose daughter Nancy married Ebenezer B. Frost. The Emsts 
settled near New Market, Alabama, about 1824 and lived near their 
Pettey, Wright, and Martin relatLves o · about ten years before mo ing to 
the Flat Creek Community o edford County, Tennessee . It was more 
than a hundred years and five generations later, when the writer, a descend
ant of Thomas Wright, and his wife, a descendant of Lucy Wright Pettey, 
first met in Knoxville, Tennessee, their future home. (See the section 
Ebenezer B. Frost of Chapter I for more about conjunction of John · 
Wright III's descendants.) 

The following is quoted from Nancy Riley Clark's diary: " ... when 
he [John Wright III] died his wife was left with nine children living with 
her and nine married. Her oldest son Thomas was a Baptist and lived on 
an adjoining farm. Thomas represented Surry County in the legislature." 
This diary also gave the information that several of the Wright children 
had married before they moved to North C;;~rolina; but it seems unlikely 
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rise to political achievement he might have paralleled, if he had not chosen 
the life of adventure in the new wilderness; but of John Wright II's children 
his namesake was the most independent of spirit and the least inclined to 
follow the conservative paths of their judicially minded and self-restrained 
forebears. He departed not only from the land where he was born but also 
from the conservative Episcopalian religion to settle in the wilderness of 
North Carolina and become a Baptist. During the last year of his residence 
in Fauguier County, Virginia, John Wright III showed his first signs of 
becoming independent in religious matters. His leaving the Episcopal 
church may have had some effect upon his social life even in associations 
with close relatives and may have contributed to the causes of his removal 
to North Carolina. . 

On October 24, 1774, John Wright III sold his Fauquier County estate 
and departed soon afterwards with his family for their new home in Surry 
County, North Carolina. It is assumed that the journey took place in 
November while water was low at the various fords of the streams along 
the way and before cold weather had set in. It assumed also that Captain 
Wright and his older sons had previously made a visit to the place and 
had prepared in advance for the comfort of his large family during the 
winter. 

I . 

Since there were no grants of land in Surry County by the State of 
North Carolina prior to 1778, John Wright III appears to have helped 
himself to land, entered the fact with the entry taker, and applied later for 
a survey and grant. He acquired large tracts of land in southeastern Surry 
County which later became a part of Yadkin County. Several of the later 
acquisitions of land seem to have been for development by members of 
his large family of eighteen children; but this foresight on the part of John 
Wright III did not prevent a number of his children from migrating west
ward as will be seen later. For a number of years John Wright III and his 
neighbor John Elsberry had control of taxation in Surry County. Elsberry 
wrote out the lists of taxable property, and John Wright III assessed the ' 
estates. · 

John Wright III was about forty-five years of age when the Revolution 
broke out, and he had about sixteen children at the time. Proof of his 
Revolutionary service in Smith's Company, 4th North Carolina Regiment, · 
is found in a letter signed by H. F. McCain, the Adjutant General, . 
addressed to C. A. Hoppin, Raleigh, North Carolina, August 27, 1917. He 
has been accepted as an eligible ancestor by the Daughters of the American · 
Revolution and by the Sons of the American Revolution. Miss Vessie 
Riley of Greensburg~ Indiana, who was accepted into D.A.R. membership 
in 1907 (No. 632l70), seems to have been the first to qualify as his 
descendant. Of more interest to the closer relatives of the writer, however, 
is the membership of Elizabeth Frost Reed (No. 199012) whose collection 
of family records was one of the writer's earliest sources of such informa
tion. William 'chard Wright, of Jackson, Mississippi, became a member 
of S.A.R. (No. 23227) as a descendant of John Wright III . . 

In spite of his previous military experience and title of Captain in the 
· Virginia militia before his removal to North Carolina, John Wright III's 
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mother, Elizabeth Darnell Wright is known. It is through the last named 
child of John II and Elizabeth Darnell Wright, John Wright III, that the 
line of descendancy continued toward the union of Nancy Wright and 
Ebenezer B. Frost t~o generations later. c. 

John Wright Ill (1731-:-;-1789) 

John Wright III was the fifth generation of the Wright family in 
America. He appears to have been born in 1731 upon the estate of his 
grandfather John Wright I, between Powell's Run and Neapsco Creek, 
near the Potomac River, in Prince William County, about the time that 
county was formed from Stafford County. His grandfather had moved there · 
from "the great house" in Westmoreland County eight or nine years pre-
viously. · 

From 1741, when his uncle Francis Wright (II) sold the Wright 
homestead, until his marriage in 1753 John Wright III must have lived 
upon his father's new estate Pine View. Soon after his marriage he seems to 
have lived for a while upon the estate of his mother-in-law, Honor Wil
liams, which adjoined the Wright estate and which he managed. Before 
April 25, 1764, however, he was again living on his father's estate. On the 
day before that date he received a gift of 116 acres from his father. Over 
night he changed his mind and asked for a gift in money instead. The ex-. 

·: 'i) ·change was made to the displeasure of his father, John Wright II, who had 
, • ~ wished that his son remain on the land. 

~
rt · John Wright III maa ied Ann Williams, daughter of Jonas and Honour 

. · Williams, in Prince William County · 753. She was born in 1735 and 
\}'\ "j ,til' died in 1825. On July 13, 1766, John Wright III sued his mother-in-law 

, \J J.'l,e{. and her other son-in law, Thomas Withers, charging that they were wasting 
\fi ,r. the estate which his wife Ann Williams Wright by the will of her father, 

\ ...J Jonas Williams, should receive at her mother's death. The matter seems 
.J't'. to have been settled out of court and the mother-in-law then sued homas 

Withers with John Wright III as a witness in her behalf. All differences 
between John Wright III and his mother-in-law seem to have been fully 
reconciled; and he returned to the Williams estate, devoting himself to its 
needs until he moved farther north in F auquier County to land he bought 
for himself in 1772: 

Meanwhile, John Wright III had engaged in general surveying and in 
military activities with the hope of bei.ng promoted from captain to major 
in the Virginia militia. He never did attain the majorship, and he was forty 
years of age when he was commissioned as official surveyor of Fauquier 
County. At that time William and Mary College was vested with the power . 
of such appointments and commissioned him as follows: "Under the hands 
of President and Masters of College of William and Mary, May 17, 1771, 
Surveyor of Fauquier County, Virginia." His age suggests that he took an 
examination from its faculty rather than that he attended as a student. 

It is likely that John Wright III and his brothers were educated to 
follow the practice of law and to maintain the ascendancy of the family in 
public office; but neither he nor his brothers seem to have been so inclined. 
One of John Wright III's boyhood playmates was John Marshall, whose 
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member of the Wright family in America to live beyond middle age, at- ·. · 
taining about eighty-four years. His long life was a repetition in a more ex..: 
tended way of the careers of his father and grandfather. He was the seventh 
judge, the sixth military officer, the second sheriff, and the seventh "gentle~ . 
man" successively in the American history of his ancestfy. His great-great
grandfathers were Lieutenant Colonel Nathaniel Pope, gentleman and 
justice, and Colonel John Mottram, gentleman, justice, and burgess of the . 
Colony of Virginia; his great-grandfathers were Colonel John Washington, · 
gentleman, justice, and burgess, and Captain Richard Wright, gentleman 
and justice; he was second cousin of George Washington, first President of 
the United States; his grandfather Major Francis Wright was a justice and · 
sheriff, while his father, John Wright I, was a justice in Westmoreland 
County and a founder of Prince William County. 

The records describing John Wright II as Captain· indicate that as a 
young man he received training in the colonial militia of Virginia an~ that 
upon his appointment as a judge in the county court he automatically 
became a captain in the militia. The record of his commission is lost, but 
in no sense should his captaincy be taken as an honorary title. 

On April 4, 1759, John Wright II served his last day as justice in 
Prince William County. On the following day, April 5, he became a justice 
in the new county of Fauquier which he had helped to found for the west
ern part of Prince William in which his estate lay. 

Captain John Wright II was too old for active military service during 
the years of the Revolution; but his sons William and James served in 
Virginia, and his son John in North Carolina. John Wright II himself is an 
eligible ancestor for the Virginia Society of Colonial Dames. 

John Wright II lived during the reign of three king~ one queen, a 
Council of State, and the administration of the first Presiaent of the United 
States-his own second cousin. During his long life he maintained the 
prestige and English characteristics of his ancestors, achieving the climactic 
point of social and political standing for the Wright family. Even before his 
passing, great social and political changes had taken place which upset the 
customary ascendancy of each succeeding generation to the appointive 
public offices of his forebears. Perhaps no one realized this more than John 
Wright II, who seemed vexed not only by the change but also by the 
apparent willingness of his children to abandon the role of aristocracy and 
to be content with their places in the new social order. None of his sons 
succeeded him to high office. His · will showed that he was disappointed 
that his daughter Elizabeth left Fauquier County because of marriage and 
that he resented the fact that his sons Wi lliam and John sold the land which 
he had given them. with the thought that they would live on it arid cherish 
its possession. · · 

By his will, dated June 1, 1785, John Wright II bequeath~d his home
stead to his daughters Rosamond and ~)) .who never married, and other 
land to his son_James. As indicated above, his other three children, Eliza
beth, WillialJl, and 'John Wright.JII, had not pleased him so well. They were 
left nominal sums in cash~ Neither the birth nor death dates of their 
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plantation which he bmrght from Henry Lee to whom he sold his own 
estate in Westmoreland County. The move appeared at the time to be a 
backward step for the Wright family; but it was a good move for his 
children, since the new home became the center of greater prqgrcss. Years 
later Henry Lee, seeing that it was he who had moved in the wrong direc
tion, repurchased about two-thirds of the Wright estate from John 
Wright l's son Francis Wright, who through the right of primogeniture had 
inherited it from his father. It then became known as Leesylvania. 

John I and Dorothy Awbrey Wright and their two sons, Francis and 
John Wright II, lived on the estate in Prince William County for about 
sixteen years. The exact dates of the parents' deaths are not known; but 
John Wright I died without a will not long before May 28, 1739, and 
records indicate that Dorothy had died earlier. Francis, the older son, 
inherited the land but died without male heirs. It is through their younger 
son, John Wright II, that the Wright name was preserved and descended to 
a union with the Frost family three generations later. 

John Wright II (1707-1792) 

John Wright II was born in "the great house" on the Wright plantation 
on the lower Machodos Peninsula, in Westmoreland County, Virginia, 
about 1707. He was about thirteen years of age when the Wright family 
moved to the new estate. 

John Wright I, who had received all his father's and his mother's 
landed estate through the right of primogeniture, gave his half-brother 
Richard an estate in land; but his elder son Francis was not so generou& 
with respect to his full brother John Wright II. After his father's death 
Francis Wright proceeded to turn the 1 ,000-acre estate into cash by two 
sales-one in 17 39 and the other in 17 41, when he sold the remaining two
thirds of it to Henry Lee, as indicated earlier. These transactions by his 
older brother forced John Wright II to leave the family home created for 
them by their father. Anticipating the sale of the homestead by his brother, 
John Wright II on March 23, 1740, purchased 236 acres from Jeremiah 
Darnall in Hamilton Parish, of Prince William County, about twenty miles 
,west of Dumfries. This region is fiat and very fertile. John Wright II moved 
to it in 1741. 

John Wright II was a lawyer, vestryman, and a judge at the time of 
his removal, or soon afterwards, and so continued for thirty years. Why did 
he locate so far away from the courthouse? The reason undoubtedly was 
that he had married Elizabeth Darnall, whose family lived nearby. There 
is no record of the marriage; but the Elizabeth named in John Wright II's 
will as his wife was a daughter of Waugh Darnall and a sister of the 
Jeremiah Darnall who sold him the 236 acres. On this estate John II and 
Elizabeth Darnall Wright lived for fifty years. In a private burial ground 
on this estate they are buried with two of their daughters and one, if not 
two, of their sons. The estate was known as Pine View. 

John Wright II's public career began where his father's ended-in 
the Prince William County courthouse in Dumfries. He was the first male 
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John Wright I 
(Birth between 1682 and 1685; death in 1739) 

There are three consecutive generations of Johl) Wrights in the descent 
from Francis Wright to Thomas Wright, the father of Nancy Wright Frost. 
Although they are not so designated in the records of their respective 
generations, they will be distinguished from each other in the pages which 
follow as John Wright I, John Wright II, and John Wright III. John 
Wright I, son of Francis and Anne Washington Wright, was born on his 
father's 1400-acre estate fronting the Potomac River in Westmoreland 
County, Virginia. Since he attained legal age on or before August 20, 
1703, he must have been born before, 1685. His birth date has been placed 
by legal documents between 1682 and 1685. 

In 1707 John Wright I and his father, Francis Wright, sold some land 
with George Eskridge acting as witness to their signatures on the deed. 
Francis Wright's nephew Augustine Washington named his son, the future 
President, for this George Eskridge. This and other legal documents signed 
in 1707 by John Wright I and his father indicate that the two were getting 
their affairs in order for their two marriages. The father's second marriage 
has been mentioned already. John's marriage had already taken _£!.l~C:f:·. 

(! 0 AboutL1805/ he had married Dorothy Awbrey, born about /I_?_?O,j the /6 
daughter of Richard Awbrey whose wife may have been Dorothy Meador. 
The arrangements which father and son were making seemed to have been 
made in order to reduce the chances of future complications, jealousies, 
and expectations which might arise out of the new relationships. Among the 
documents implementing these arrangements were those by which John 
Wright generously honored certain transactions involving his mother's 
estate which occurred before he was of legal age. 

When John Wright I became a justice in Westmoreland County on 
February 22, 1720, his oath was administered by his first cousin Augustine 
Washington, who was also on the bench at the time. This was seven years 
after the death of John Wright I's father and a little over two years before 
he removed from the county. Incidentally, it was exactly twelve years 
before the birth of Augustine Washington's famous son, George Washing-
ron. · 

John Wright I succeeded his father as attorney; sheriff's deputy, 
surveyor, vestryman, and judge. Although he is always on record as a 
"gentleman" and maintained excellent social position, his public career 
seems to have been overshadowed by both that of his father, Francis 
Wright, and that of his son John Wright II. There are reasons to believe 
that he was a better sportsman than farmer or merchant and more pleased 
with entertaining than in advancing his political or private fortune. After 
having sold a number of smaller tracts of land, he finally in the summer of 
1723 sold the remainder of his estate and moved fifty miles up the river. 
His new location was between Powel Run and Neapsco Creek, near the 
Potomac River and near the present town of Dumfries. The area was then 
a part of Stafford County but soon afterwards became Prince William 
County of which Dumfries is now the county seat. It was a 1 ,000-acre 
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being succeeded at one time by his brother-in-law, Captain Lawrence 
Washington, grandfather of the first President. In those days the sheriff 
was appointed by the governor of the colony, and the office was considered 
the highest in the county. The sheriff collected all the !axes, served as 
treasurer of the county, attended the court, served all processes, and had 
the responsibility for all the prisoners. 

The red-letter day in Francis Wright's public life came in 1703, when 
Queen Anne recognized him as "First Citizen" of Westmoreland County 
and President of the Justices by a commission on May 30, 1702, to pro
claim the death of William III and to proclaim her most sacred Majesty 
Queen Anne by celebration. 

Very little is known about the long service of Francis Wright as 
Captain and as Major or of the social and domestic side of his life; but it is 
clear that his personality, position, ability, and influence were on a parity 
with the best contemporaries of tidewater Virginia. He is accepted by the 
Virginia Society of Colonial Dames as an eligible ancestor. 

Anne Washington Wright, Francis Wright's first wife, died before 
1698. About 1707 or 1708 Francis Wright married Martha Cox, daughter 
of Vincent Cox, of Westmoreland County, Virginia. One child, Richard 
Wright, was born to this union about 1709 or 1710. Francis Wright himself 
died between May 28 and June 24, 1713, at the age of fifty-three years. He 
was buried on his estate, presumably near "the great house" and beside his 
first wife, Anne Washington Wright. As he died without a will, all his real 
estate fell to John Wright, his elder son, under the right of primogeniture; 
which prevailed in Virginia prior to the Revolution. Richard Wright, son of 
Francis and Martha Cox Wright, received nothing directly from his father; 
but he was given an estate in land by John Wright, his half-brother. Before 
September 29, 1714, Martha Wright, Francis Wright's widow, had 
married John Howell, one of her deceased husband's employees, and had 
become involved in litigation over the estate. Since John Wright, her step
son, had married at about the same time that she had married his father, it 
is doubtful if they were ever a part of the same household. They appear to 
have been distant socially. 

Francis Wright was one of the founders, a vestryman, and a com-
~ municant of the Yeocomico Church. The original building was constructed 
; in 1§~~~ and was one of the early outposts of Christianity in the New 
--world. The present structure was constructed of bricks burned in a kiln on 

the grounds in 1706 and was still standing in 1960. After the Revolution 
and the withdrawal of the English clergy, the church was desetted and 
unused for many years. It is said to have been occupied by Federal troops 
during both the War of 1812 and the Civil War and at one time to have 
been used for the shelter of cattle. In 1906, the two hundredth anniversary 
of the building of the existing brick church, the Y eocomico Association 
was formed for the purpose of preserving this. House of Worship. It was 
restored to a condition almost like it was known by Francis Wright and his 
contemporaries. It is said to be the most quaint and the· best loved by 
antiquarians in America. It was the church also of Francis Wright's son 
John while he lived in Cople Parish. 
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Francis Wright 
(Birth between 1658 and 1661; death in 1713) 

Fra~~i~-~~ight--:-g~nt1e111~n1 captain, major,'· surveyorJ attorney, 
sheriff, and J ustic~S!i1Y~s.J:}.rt2tf:l2P<:L Q2t!I1ty,__yJigLI!ia-was born between 
165 8 and 1661, the dates being estima{ed from his father's marriage and 
will. His~I;JJrtbpla~::e, waJLQg_ag..LJ:~!<:Jrthlli11l?,erlemL~2!ll1ty, Virgin!<l, Ibe~. 
home of his pareE.ts, R~h,a,rd <1_t1d A:ni~_M2!~·2~l1!~~Jight, (CJ.rm~rlybeloJ1g~d
to his ma.J:,~:naL,gL<lllc!f<lth~r,~ Qolo11eLJ <:~l!!!._1'4gttr.onl. It is not known 
whether he was educated in England or by a private tutor in Virginia. His 
father's will had directed that he remain under the control of Colonel 
Nicholas Spencer, an uncle who probably had great influence on young 
Francis Wright. It is not certain whether Francis Wright lived with his 
uncle or with his mother after she remarried. 

After reaching the nominal age of eighteen, Francis Wright lived for 
the remainder of his life in Westmoreland County upon his inherited estate/ 
of 1400 acres fronting upon the Potomac and flanked by Nomini Bay and 
Lower Machodoc River. About 1680he married Anl1eWa~hingtQ!l, born 
about 1650, dg_JJght~r of. Col()nf:l. JohiiWashfngton and wife Ann Pope 
Washin_g!Q.I1.~2!1ghter ~2f.._Golo!!~LN. (ltQ,a111f:l .. l,'()p_e. Anne Washington's 
brother Lawrence Washington was grandfather of George Washington, 
first President of the United States. Lawrence Washington's father-in-law, 
Augustine Warner, Jr., was an ancestor of Queen Elizabeth II of England. 
'The exa<;~ ~~~_of. t~e,Il1arEi~g~..9l:f'.E~E(;i~-~Eight and ~!~!l.~~ashington is 
!lQt recorded, Jmt the fact that their son_JO~I? Y{!ighJ Q.ec(ll11CJF~Il.t.)'.-O~ 
yea,rs of age on or before 1704 fixes the dat~ at approxin1l1te]y.J§~O. Other . 
Q.Q.C.l1J1lents confine the marriage dateto 1679-1684 .. Francis and Anne 
Washington Wright also had a daughter-Anne Wright, who married 
Gerrard Davis. 

_Frar1cis_Wright see111s. t~ h.~v~;pl_a(;e~,~ se_nti1ll~I?ta_Ivalu~ U]JSJ.Il . .!~~ 
1400-acre tract of land which he inherited from his father in 1680; for 
while he acquired and sold other large tracts of land, h~ passed this 
original.prop~rty o11to his hei~, Jo.~n.Wrigll.J· During the thirty-three years : 
he greatly improved it from the almost natural state in which he inherited 
it. Although he was busy with public affairs throughout most of his adult 
life, he devoted much of his attention to the development of his acreage. . \ 
He converted into cash, however, the land which his wife had inherited 

. Jroni h~x JC1tli~.r,:.~9I2.neLJ2,hn Wasnlngtori .. J ohri wrfgl1t~ son ~oFFr~incis 
and Anne Washington Wright, also had rights to this land which his father 
had sold on February 25, 1685. On March 26, 1707, after the death of his 
mother, he honored his father's commitment by acknowledging himself a 
party to the sale. On the 1400-acre plantation Francis Wright built a home 
f!.~'l!!~l!!lY.~f~!.!~~!}:> a_s_''th~_ii:eaC~_§_use~''Tn· thiS home-he-I1ve·d uri fl1 the 
time of his death. 
~~---Tn-Frands.Wright's day, public offices were filled by appointment 
rather than by election. The ablest and wealthiest men usually were 
selected as justices. Francis Wright was a justice during most of his adult 
life. He also served as Sheriff of Westmoreland County on two occasions, 
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Richard Wright (1633-1663) 

Richard Wright, ou~· immigrant ancestor, first appears on record i.n 
America on August 20 1655. In a de12osition made o.n that daY. he gave Ius 
age as twenty-two or thereabouts thus placing his birth date at a~out 163~ . 
It is unlikely that he had been in America much earlier and qmte certam 
that he had no close relatives in America when he came. n Ma 29 1656 
he described himself in an agreement with.._Hugh Lee of · gin' as 
"Richard Wri ht of London, merch being homeward bound." About two 
UlQnths before returning to Engla!!_d _in May, 1._657, he had married Ann 

ottrom born in England in 1639, the ~au.gh~er of C? lonel John Mottram~ 
At the time of thts marriage the Mottrams lived at Chtcacoan, Nortfiumber
land County, Virginia. Colonel Mottram was . on~ of the. f~u.nders of 
Northumberland County and its first representative m the VHgmm House 
of Burgesses. Richard Wright became the administrator of his father-in
law's estate. 

The numerous references to "Richard Wright, Gent. ," in the 
Northumberland and Westmoreland County records indicate that he was a 
young man of marked executive ability. He :von the judgement which ~e 
sought in thirty lawsuits in which he became m.volved. In 1661 he and hts 
brother-in-law, Colonel Nicholas Spencer, obtamed a patenUo?-LOO_acres 
of land ~t _Pl\scattaway on the Potomac River . . A part of this Ian~ was _ 
ac uired later b the Washin ton family and included the r.resent stte of 
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monilana County, Virginia. · . . . ! 
Richard Wright died at Coan, Northumberland County, V1rgmm, at 

the age of thirty years. His will, dated August 16, 1663, and proved on the 
following December 10, named his wife Ann, his sons Mottram and 
Francis, his daughter Ann, and a cousin in London. . . 

Mottram Wright, son of Richard and Ann Mottram Wnght, marr~ed 
Ruth Griggs about 1684. In 1699 he moved to London where he ~ted 
about 1700. Ann Wright, daughter of Richard and Ann Mottrom Wnght, 
married George Nicholas Hacke. Francis Wright, son o · ichard and Ann 
Mottrom Wright, married, L) Anne Washington and. 2). Martha Co~, 
daughter of Vincent Cox, of Westmoreland ~ounty, V:trgmta. As F~anCIS 
Wright is in the direct line of descent from. Rtchard Wngh~ to the umo~ of 
the Wright and Frost families four generations later, he II th bJ-ec 
of the next section of this chapter. .. . 

Ann Mottrom Wright, Richard Wright's widow, married David Fox ~y 
whom she had two children-William and Elizabeth Fox. David Fox died m 
1669. Ann's third marriage was to Colonel St. Ledger Codd in 1670. Five 
children. may have been born to this marriage__:_James, Berkley, St. Leger, 
Beatrix, and Mary Codd. The date of Ann's death is . unkn.ow w.a 
after 1680. · · · 

Francis Wri 
1400-acre tract • 
while he acquinl 
original property 
he greatly impt'O' 
it. Although he \ 
li(e, he devoted 1 

He converted in1 
from her father, 
and Anne Washi 
had sold on Febr 
mother, he bono 
party to the sale. 
frequently refern 
time of his deat 

In Francis 
rather than by 
selected as justic 
life. He also sen 



I 

I 
I • II 

oone Family 

or. Amanda 
:s, were first 
da Reagor's 
?1' section of 
·n to David 
orn Georgia 
)aughters of 
:r have been 
ne's family. 
mmunity, of 
1eir children 
: adult lives. 
:::reek Com
~·s grandson 
t the age of 
among the 

:here will be 
lence of the 
f the Boone 
1ther places. 

I ' 

Chapter IV 

THE WRIGHT FAMILY, SEVEN GENERATIONS 
FROM 1633 TO 1854 ,; 

Genealogically without doubt, and perhaps otherwise, the Wright 
family is the best established of the writer's ancestry; The first five genera
tions of the Wright family in America required very little of his own per
sonal research . Most of the facts and narratives on Richard Wright and the 
succeeding four generations have been obtained from two magazine 
articles by Charles Arthur HogpLn. Th~ fi~st article, "Some Descendants of 
Richard Wright, Gentleman of London, England, and Northumberland, 
Virginia," was published in 1919; the other, "The Washington-Wright 
Connection and Some Descendants of Major Francis and Anne (Washing
ton) Wright," in 1923. The former article is found in Tyler's Quarterly 
Historical and Genealogical Magazine, Volume I , Pages 127 and 177; the 

er in olume I Number 3, January, 1923. In 1932 Hoppin completed 
. his research and published a three-volume work, The Washington Ancestry 
... and Forty Related Families. Charles Arthur Hoppin appears to have 
been a genealogist of note, having had at the same time residences in both 
Worcester, Massachusetts, and London, England. In one of his articles he 
stated that he had searched records in a number of Virginia counties to the 
point of exhaustion. Any reader interested in details or in documentation is 
urged to visit a library with a genealogy section and to study the above 
named articles. For those who might like to become familiar with some of 
the history of the Wright family but who might not find it convenient to read 
the magazine articles, the story is included here in brief. Since the Hoppin 
articles are so well documented, it is felt that other references or documen
tation for material taken from these articles would be superfluous. Refer
ence to documents and other records wiil be resumed, however, at that 
point in the Wright story where the writer must depend either upon his own 
research or upon that of others not so well established as genealogical re
searchers. 

This story of the Wright family begins in 1633 with the birth of 
Richard Wright in London, England, and ends in Bedford County, Tennes
see, with the death in 1854 of Nancy Wright Steed, Richard Wright's 
great-great-great-great-granddaughter. Richard Wrig 's_th arlies.l 
known of this branch of the Wrigh_t famil and the first to_come_to_America. 
Nancy Wright, through her marriage to Ebenezer B. Frost, brought about 
the fusion of four families ' of western North Carolina-Frost, Fairchild, 
Boone, and Wright-into the ancestry of her descendants. More genera
tions of the descendants of these four families have lived in the Flat 
Creek Community of Bedford County, Tennessee, than lived in North 
Carolina before Ebenezer and Nancy Wright Frost migrated from that 
state to "the Western Country." 

69 

·-

' I 
I 

·j 



, t 

. · . 

. 
REVOLUTIONARY ANCESTOR: 

John Wright born 1728-31, Prince William County, Va., d. 30 Oct, 1789, 
Surry County, N.C. Married Ann Williams (1735-1825,) and had children: 
Elizabeth m. Samuel Arnold, Nancy m. Lewis Elliott, Agatha m. Isaac 
Elsberry, Thomas m. Mary Clanton, Daniel m. Nancy Young, William m. 
B"ets , Amelia m •. Robert Martin, Sally m. Ninian Riley, Lucretia m. 
William Pettey, John· m. Ann Mason, Frances m. Gerard Riley, James m. 
Charlotte, Williams m. Sarah Mitchell, Rasey m. William Brittain, 
Sukey m. Randolph Brown, Patsey (don't know who she married), Peggy 
m. Samuel Marsh, Polly or Mary m. Ashby Smith . 

. HONORABLE THOMAS WRIGHT (1758-1840), son of John and Ann Williams 
Wright, m. Mary Clanton (1759-1844), daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Clanton of Surry County, N.C. They were m. 7 Jan. 1780 in Surry. and 
had their children there: John m. 1st Polly,' 2d Elvina Wheeler; 
Daniel; Lucy m. Thomas Belt, Jr.; Amelia m. Isaac Davis; · William 
Williams Wright m. Sarah Martin; Nancy m. 1st William Clary, 2d 
Ebenezer B. Frost, 3d William Brown and 4th Abner Steed; Thomas B. 
m. Sally Armstrong; and Mary (Polly) m. Henry Foote • 

I . 
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CALLING ALL COUSINS 

This is your invitation to the first gathering of descendants 

(and their .spouses) of the Honorable Thomas and Mary Clanton Wright 

of Surry County, N.C. Thomas was the son of our Revolutionary an-

cestor, John and Ann Williams Wright, who left Virginia and settled 

in Surry County, N.C. If descendants of other children of John and 

Ann Williams Wright want to join us, please do, we would be most 

happy to h~ve yo~ . 

'- .~ 
The gathering will take place at 10 a .m.» or earlier i f you ge t 

I / 

there earlier, on Sunday June 18, 1972 at the W. Kerr Scott Darn and 

Reservoir on the Yadkin River just west of Wilkesboro, N.C. on Route 
Q 

·268. Directions attached. Bring a picnic lunch for a ·spread dinne r . 

Since it is Unpossible for us to notify· all descendants, because 

we do not know all of them and do not know where all of them are, 

please pass the inforrnati;on along t o our cor sins. 
,, 

Do come and let' s get acquainted, exchange family data, have 

fun, establish a family organizat i on and make plans for an annual 

family reunion. 

May 1972 

HIGHWAY MILES TO DAM · 

BOONE, N. C. • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • 28 
LENOIR, N. C;• • • • • • • • • • • • • • .' • • 33 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. • • • • • ' • • • • 61 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. • • • • • • • • • ' ' ' ' ' 87 
GREENSBORO, N.C. · · · • • •. • • • • • • • 88 . . l 
ASHEVILLE, N.C. • • • • • • • · • •· • • ·, 107 l 
SPARTANBURG, S.C. • • • • • • • • • • • 117 
RALEIGH, N.c. • • • • •••• • ••• ·164 'I 
COLUMBIA, S.C. • • • • • • • • • • • ·182 
CHARLESTON6 S.C. • • • • • • • • · 298 

Attachment 

! ,, 
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Mr s . Julie Brovm 
6320 Brigh tlea Drive 
Lanham , I4d. 20801 

VIRGINIA 

'I 

1 
.! . 
' 

.. 



ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

Dear Lalla: 

A letter from Wright Frost informs me that the 
Surry County Court Minutes mentions a William 
Wright twice from 1799 to 1825. 

William Wright as a juror for next term 
of court from Nov. 1799 to Aug 1802 (CR 
92.301.5, p 35). 

A release from William Wright to William 
Brittain [bro-in-la~ on Feb. 1825 (CR 
92.301.11, p 413 Nov. 1820 to Aug. 1825). 

There should be more information in the Surry 
County records. The land records should give 
the state involved here. 

Wright says that in 1965 a Mrs. A. B. Marshall 
of Houston, Texas, employed Mrs. Dewey W. Huggins 
of Raleigh, N.C. to read Surry County Court Minutes 
from 1799 to 1825 for Wrights and Brittains. He 
has a photograph of the thirty pages of abstracted 
material. 

Who is Mrs. Marshall? She must be a descendant 
of Sukey Wright and husband William Brittain. 
Let's try to get in touch with her. 

Good luck. 

(') . 
~w 

//) jJ.- jr; ~ 
B. 

·-
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IUCOU 
JAMES POSTON 

Ge11 eral Manager 

Consistent leadership 5000 WATTS 1320 KC 24 HOURS 

4635 Tower Road P.O. Box 8717 Greensboro, N. C. 27410 

November 4, 1972 

Mrs. Julie Wright Brown 
6320 Brightlea -Drive 
Lanham, Md. 20801 

Re: Effie Belle Wright / Poston 

Dear Mrs. Brown: 

I found a letter you had written to my mother back in 
September and since I am extremely interested in finding 
out something about my mother's family I decided to drop 
you a note. 

It seems my grandfather lived in the Salisbury area for a 
number of years and his name was William Nichelson Wright 
married to · Mary Ellen Brincefield / vh-ight anu t()"Uieoest of 
my knowledge they were married abouti880. From this family 
they had five girls and one boy, the oldest child was Fanny 
Mae Wright who died at about the age of three. Mother and her' 
twin Ira Susan Wright were the oldest living children and she 
married Edward Eidson of Statesville (bQth dea0 )then Sara Agusta 
Wright who married J ohn Correll of Landis, N.C. (both dead ) next 
v.ras Leala Coleman Wright who married Fred Sechler-( she is still 
living ) then one brother Robert Lee Wright, who married Carrie 
Smith of Lexington (both dead ) My mother is mentally effected by 
here age (86 ) but she looked at the material we received and she 
said that she thought her grandfather wa.s a farmerand al so 
a preacher and she though his name was J ohn Wright ••••• she of 
course knew very little about herefathers family since her mother· 
raised' the family. 

When I was a child I can remember visiting the home of Mr. Charles 
Wright of Hunting Creek who I understand was Supt. of Wilkes County 
Schools and who I understand was a first cousin of my grandfather. 

I was closer t o the Wright families in Salisbury , having visited 
in the home of Judge Robert Lee Wright often as a child and he 
was one of about f our boys and about the same number of girls in 
his family ••• these people were first cousins of my grandfather and 
I understand the father of J udge Wright settled in Salisbury 
from Wilkesboro, 

Looking forward to hearing from you again , 
STATIONS REPRESENTED BY THE THOMS RADIO-TV ENTERPRISES 

WEAM ARLINGTON VA. I WASHINGTON D. C. e WCOG GREENSBORO N. C. 

WKLM WILMINGTON N. C. 

WANC·TV ASHEVILLE N. C. e THOMS CABLEVISION ASHEVILLE N. C. 

SiiJ...cerely, 

~ }fr, oston 
919 -299-0346 



January 8, 1982. 

Julie B. 
1 

Sta:rlted a letter to you exactly a month ago, which was to be a short note. 

Chri:stmas came along and my husband presented me with a dandy present a 
I 

wee~ -~efore. He fell and broke his hip. We ll, everything came to a screech-
ing : ~alt around here. He 's home, and mobile but did you ever tie a tiger 
down? . 1982 has to be a better year ! 

ln i,.~s~onse to your question re "Jennie" c. I have a page of the Land 

Family Bible ( Thomas ), which gives her name at birth spelled with the 

~ ' but it does not appear anywhere else. It probably got dropped along the 
line. The name Jane never appears again on any papers I have. Always was 
referred to as "Jennie:. 

Q. Do you want the info I have on the Land Family? I have been in touch 
with a cousin on the Land side there in Wilkes. ~he has sent me all she 
has and gave me the address of a daughter of Dave Land: Mary Fran ces 
Jones, 923 Dalebrook Lane, Nashville, TN. 37205. Phone 615-262-1965. 
This IVIary Jones has a copy ow what I will send you, she was to finish 
her side of the family, but n~ver has. 

Thank you for the proof reading, I need it ! Too many Wms; Mar tins; etc. 
Think I finally have the relationship of lst cousins figured out. My brain 
gets all bogged down with sm much material coming at me. 

Back to the Wm Wms paper I sent you, the list of graves at Edgewood has 
another error. All the Transous buried at Edge wood were relatives of 
Frances Almeda Transou, (wife of James Wi lliam) not of Jennie C. I hope 
that is all the errors on the facts of Wm. Wms. I keep going back over it, 
it clears up more each time. Correct your copy pleaEe, I don't know if 
they were her (Frances ' s ) brothers or not. Plan to write the church there 
and see what records they have. Still wonder were David Ralph is buried. 

Boy , why did ~ou throw another Amelia at me ( re your notes on the Amelia 
r1. Brotherton ) When I finish with James v.' cc and my dad' I Ill go back 
and try to cover it all again. Wish I lived in Wi lkes, and had access to 
their records, oh well! 
Finally got my papers for DAR. Okay if I use your number for Thomas, Wm.Wms? 
The rest I have except the death certificate of my father JTC, which should 
be on its way. Will get it all to ge ther soon, I hope. Picky, picky, DAR. 
I have decided to go for UD of Conf., too, there just aren't that many (j oke) 
Yankees to put up with 9 in that organization. ( Save . your money, the South's 
gonna rise again! ) 

Bye now, got to help the cripple 



I\(lrs. Julia W. Brown- 2 July 15, 1972 

All of Lewis's children named sons "William". That also makes me believe William 
was the father of Lewis. 

Lewis left a book of "poems" - more like a diary. Although they are just "jingles" 
they have proved to be correct as to names, places and dates. For example, one is 
about the battle where General Zollicoffer was killed. Everything he said agrees 
with the history books. Now in these poems he makes statements like this: "My 
father died at 85, my mother the day she would be 89. I am their youngest son. My 
age is 74. My wife, now she is dead - her age is 72." This was written in 1862. He 
was born in 1788 and Mahala in 1790. 

In another poem he said he had lived in Kentucky for 60 years which meant he came 
to Kentucky in 1803. That explains why he was in North Carolina census of 1800 but 
not in North Carolina in 1810. Lewis appears in Cumberland County in 1810 but 
William does not - unless he was living with another child and not listed as head of the 
house . ~ fl\'-

1
, 

) 
William also mentioned his "brother Jacob whom he had known for 50 years." This 
would be Jacob Speek who must have married William's sister , Nancy. They all be
longed to the Clear Forks Church and lived near each other. William later took a 
12 year old boy, A. R. Sped< , to live with him. 

I do not find a gr,.ve for William. He is not on any church roll in Clinton County, 
although they have all been put on microfilm by Mr. Randolph Smith of Bur ksvi lle, 
Kentucky - a druggist who does this as a hobby. His son-in-law graduated from our 
Pharmacy School and both he and Mr . Smith have been very helpful to me. 

I am so anxious to prove this line so will appreciate any help you can give me. My 
three dollars is enclosed and we are pleased to join the family group although we 
haven't been able to prove we belong. 

Several of the children came to Madison County, Alabama in the early 1800's . Do 
you need any information on them or their descendants? Major Daniel Wright and 
Williams (the youngest son) were quite prominent in what is now Huntsville, Alabama. 
Major Daniel's grave stone was pictured recently in the newspaper. He was buried 
in 1838. The cemetery has been restored. 

I get carried away when I am on the family history. Please forgive such a long letter. 

Sincerely, , ~:· 
! 

(7'<\ 

P. S. The book I mentioned is a small paper-back on the King-Stone families and only 
has one section on Wrigh beginning with Jerry Denton Wright. At the time it 
was written Lewis was unknown to the family although one of his grandsons had 
the family bible and didn't bother to read the genealogy pages. "The Bible was 
given to Jerry D. by his father, Lewis. " I later found the marriage record for 
Lewis and Mahala and also his tombstone and later the book of poems. 

LWW:gck 
enclosures 

LWW 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mrs. Julia W. Brown 
6320 Brightlea Drive 
Lanham, Maryland 20801 

Dear Cousin : 

'J!Jhmi:ttg!trun, J\letb-anm 6l6i2Xl@" 
July 15, 1972 

I was so pleased to receive the press release concerning the Wright family reunion. 
The first thing to hit my eye was the name Walton Reid Wright . My husband's 
maternal grandfather was a Walton and my maternal grandmother was a Reid! Our 
Reids were from North Carolina also. 

I am enclosing the family group sheets and a few pictures I have of the tombstones 
in Kentucky. 

The William Wright who married Betsy Morgan was born in Randolph County, North 
Carolina, 25 March 1761. He served three months in a light-horse company com
manded by Captain James Robinson. When his term was up he was discharged. He 
then moved to Rowan County, North Carolina where he volunteered for another three 
months under Colonel Thomas Dugan and was headquartered at Bells Mills, Randolph 
County. In 1800 he moved to Kentucky and lived there nine years. Then he moved 
to Washington County, Indiana. In 1832 he applied for a pension and received $30. 00 
per month. This information comes from his pension papers. He also names a 
brother, Amos Wright. So you see this could not be our William. The birthday you 
gave William, son of John Wright, Jr. , is so close to this one I wonder if you have 
the two confused? 

William Wright appears in the Surry County census of 1790 and 1800- on the same page 
and very near his mother. He was listed in 1800 as having a wife and five children. 
Our family records show him coming to Lincoln County , Kentucky in the early 1800's. 
Agat~ Wright and her husband Isaac Ellsberry moved to Winchester, Kentucky in 
1803. Frances Wright and Gerard Riley moved to Kentucky in 1795 and settled in 
Clarke County. Nancy, who married Lewis Elliot, is also thought to have moved to 
Kentucky. Our Lewis could very well be named for him. Lincoln County became 
Cumberland in 1798 and in 1835 divided into Clinton. That is why all the records show 
the same Wright living in three counties. William Wright of Surry County, North 
Carolina, was in Cumberland County, Kentucky when he sold a slave on 14 May 1805. 
The courthouse was burned during the Ci:vil War and so the records are mostly missing. 
Some deed books and two will books were saved. 
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.. I f._) (' I 

Born 
Where 
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15.~~~------------------: 
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Died 
Where 
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No. 1 on this chart is the same as 
No. J5' on chart No •. _-'---

1. ~(..~:) tu /l,t ' lj 
Born 'l h v. /7 

Where ~-Uil/l.-<1 Co, N. C · 
When married'l 1" r . ... '.J I; ~ J 
l~ere ' 1 

'· • 

Di ed ~ ~·-t I-' 1 ''l o 
lJhere uH ...... ) '/ 

Name of Husband or Wife 
1 {l,'v)~~ .. · 

('2.) t~··(,f,,·l /, ~ { • ~ 
Sour ces of Inf ormation: 

Born J 3 1?1a;v 1 7t.) 
Wher e ~'1-:~Co . U<t.. · 
When married 
Where 
Died 
Where 

r ' . 
,""''' 

ere 
When ma r ried 

4. ~~----~~~~~--~~r-----~Where 

'

Died 
Where 

orn 
Where 
When married 
Where 
Died 
Where 

9 • . I. 
Born 
Where 
Di ed 
Where 

5o ~~~~~~~~~~~~----~~ruere 
Born Died 
Where Where 1 

I 
,, •• I' 

Died 11.~--~~~~------------------l 
Where Born 

Where 
Died 
Where 

12.r-----------------------Born 
Where 
When married 

6.~------------------------~Where 
Born Died 
Where Where 
When married 
Where 
Died 
Where 

13.~----------------------1 Born 

3. ~----------------------~ Born 

Where 
Died 
Where 

14.~------------------------
\ I . . . ) I I' •• :. • • • • /) 

'I rfl 

.. 
I • 

Where 
Di ed 
Where 

Born 
Where 
When married 

7.~--------------------------+Wbere 
lsiPe 
Di ed 
Where 

\Hil~e 
15 .~~~-------------------

Where 
Died 
Where 
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Birth date S 'eTV 1 23"3'o Place 
Death date e 7 .M?V (qz/ Place--z}:r;r7z-:----_.-..__-,-¢1'-,-:-t'....:.;.)...,.;,-J-~..-~-:-b_/~-'f=--C:-1'1-, -/V-· -a.-
Burial date. _________ -=--~Place \ ' 
Marriage date 1 <-1 1\/o..,; /tftPo Place /44" ~l.&\ , (li~ I!/ C. 
Other Marriages I 
Father of Husband I 
Mother of Husband I 

------------------------------------------~ · 
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Birth date--- I C:. ~".t.. !<6 ~ ~ Place f)~J_j ~. 1 : 11?--
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Burial date Place f9?> ,/) td1) tJ ..,() 'D,, 1· ~ 71'" "L . .'~1~1.\· nt?ft 
Other Marriages \ 0 

------------------------------------------~··· 
Father of Wife .'..) .. ./ tt/~.&/YYl. ~~ /A JL (j )li r.l~...-1--
Mother of Wife (Maiden Name) '-7/1~ r./'-' -E/.-v }{:'JA ... i .'1 tA_JL_ ./~ 
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u 

--~2~~--~---------------------4---------------------------·-- -+----------------------------+---------------------~ -
3 

4 
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MRS. J. W. POSTON 

Final Rites 
Scheduled 
Mrs. Effie Belle Wright Poston, 95, 

409 
1
W. Front St., died at 3:30 p.m. 

Saturday at Davis Hospital after 
being in declining health for several 
months. 

Mrs. Poston was born in Danvihe 
Va., to the late William and Elle~ 
Brincefield Wright on June 16, 1886. 
She was married on Nov. 14, 1900, to 
James William Poston, who died 
Nov. 27, 1971. 

Surviving are one son, James P. 
Poston, Statesville; ®~sister Mrs. 
Lelia SechLer Lexington; one grand
daughter, Mrs. Jean P. Harrington, 

1 Winston-Salem; two great
grandchildren, Tracy Harrington 
a.na Blair Harrington, both of 
Winston-Salem. 

The funeral was scheduled today 
at Broad Street Methodist Church at 
2 p.m. Rev. Jim C. Gilland was to 
officiate and burial was to follow in 
Oakwood Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were to be Bob L. 
Little, Jack Little, Tom Kennerly, 
Dr. Tom Poston, Alexander Sechler 
and Calvin Correll. 

• 
••••• ~~~1 .-.-

0. G. Crow zJ 
Hearti'ictim·:~ 
. Osler Gillbert drow, 66, died 

Monday afternoon 'after a long 
illness from a heart ailment. 

Mr. Orow, who was chief elec
·trioal engineer for Semet-Solvey 
DMsion of Allied Ohemioal Co., 
became ill at hls office here 
yesterday. A physician was call
ed and he was immediately tak
en to Bluefield Sanitarium where 
he was pronotmCed dead on 
arrhnal. 

He was a past president of 1 
the West Virg-inia . Professional 
Engineers Assodation and a di
rector in the National Society 
of Professional Engineers. He 

, was an elder at the Westmin-
ster Presbyterian ChUireh and 
a member of the Bluefield Ki- : 
wanis . Club and the Masonic 
Lodge. 

.fie was born in Springvnte, 
.Ma., the son of the late 
liam and Mary Presley Orowr 

He is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Myrtle Lenora cro.w:' one 
son, Rev. Conrad ~~,QrOW; 
and one daughter, 1\frs. · Elden 
Wl'ight, both of Louisville, Ky. 

F\meral arran~nts are in· 
complete. · ' 

--z,'---+-----:_.-

I 
I 
I 

p:\STO-a FOR cHARLESTON -
Rev. Conrad G. Crow, SOlll of 
Mrs. o. G. Crow and the tate, 
1\:tr. Crow of College Avenue, 
Bluefield, _bas been called to 
pastor the Vifiage . Presbyterian 
Church in CharlestoD. He : b a • · 
been. pastor of the crescent runs 
Church in Louisville, Ky., for . 
the past 10 years. Rev. Crow~ , · " 
deliver bis first sermon · ln. .- • 
Charleston on Dec. 15 and he, 
his wife, Carolyn, and their two 
sous and daughter will reside in 
the church mansion, on Moyes 
Avenue in Charleston. 

- - --\ - -~- . .....-,""T";:--:rr 

, /9 ~;;:.~: 7\ 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY Garden Club Pre'sident. is Mrs. R. F. Wayland who 
officers for 1968·69 were installed by told about the Spring Garden Club 
Mrs. 0. G. Crow following luncheon Convention. Easter 'decor 'ncluded 
at Bluefield Country Club. Left to bunny, surrounded . by chrysanthe- -
right are Mrs. I. N. Fuqua, Mrs. Otis mums and greenery. About 20 mem-
Bivens, Mrs. W. B. Martin, vice pres- bets attended and Mrs. Joe , Wysor 
idents; Mrs. N. C. Stan~ey, secretary; 1· was a guest. 
Mrs. T. E. Vass, treasurer; Mrs. Crow. ra... 'tA ~!__~L! £~..1 ~- s·· . 

~ O.pen House I 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Poston 

were honored Saturday at 
home, 409 West Front St., in 
celebration of their 70th wed
ding anniversary. Their son, 
James P. Poston of Greensboro 
was host for the event. 

J. Will Poston and Miss Effie 
Bell Wright were married in 1 

Statesville by the late Dr. J. H. 1 

Pressly_on Nov. 14, 1900. They ' 
have one son, James P, Poston, 
one granddaughter, Mrs. John 
M. Harrington of Winston
Salem, and two great grand- , 
daughters, Tracy and Blair 
Harrington. 

Eighty 'guests called from 3 to 
5 p.m. and were greeted and 1 

r 

presented to Mr. and Mrs. J 
Poston by Mrs. Y. D. Poole and t 
Mrs. Rachel G. Poston. The 
honored couple was seated in r 

• th: ~~groom of the home and 

-.-. --· •• - \AJ..AJJ 

r F·u·ner~ls Jl; 
CROW, Osler Gilbert. 66, of 

804 College Ave., Bluefield: 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. at West• 
minster Presbyterian Church, 
Bluefield, by Dr. C. H. Pat~er
son. Burial in Monte V1sta 
Park Cemetery. Hawltins Fun· 
eral Home, Bluefield, is in 
charge. Active pallbearers: 
Elm() Agee, R. H. ·Mitchell, 
Jack P. Ramage, Garland D. 
Yates, Harry Vest, E. M. 

. Moore, Richard J. Wood, 
' . Percy Gillie., Honorary pall

bearers; :Paul Hilliard, W. S. 
Owen, elders and deaCOI;lS of 
Westminster Church and em· 
ployes of Semet Solvay. Ex· 
pressions of sympathy may 
take the form of contribUtions 
to Pr~byterian . Theo~og~cal ·l 
Seminary library m Lowsville, 

~ Ky. . 
"l'¢ - ---- -----



WISHING YOU AND YOURS A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND GOD'S BLESSINGS IN THE NEW YEAR 

FROM ALL THE WRIGHTS 
TO YOU AND YOURS 



r.:ccccccccccccc:cccccc:cccccc:ccccccccccc~===============~ 

C!Ctrtifitb C!Ctrtificatt of ,fflarriagt 
NORTH CAROLINA, l I, L. L. Nesbit, Register of Deeds and custodian 

IREDELL COUNTY 
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Lextngton · 
Man Kills 
Woman, Self 

Continued from Page Al 
packing department of . Melrose 
Hosiery Mill in High Pomt. 

Wright was born in Rowan 
County April 6, 1890. He was a 
member · of F i r s t Reformed 

Church. 
S.ID:YiviM: arELI!.Jliill£hter, MJ:s. 

I ~!_!ill_ of Lexington; ~eUlS· 
ters Mrs. Lela Secnler of Dur
ha~ Mrs J w. Poston of States
ville: Mrs:· Gus--correll of Landis. 

Rites Monday 

The funeral will be co?ducted I 

at 11 a.m. Monday at Frrst Re
formed Church by the Re.v. Ma~
lin T. Schaeffer. Burial will be m 
Lexington City Cemetery. 

Mrs. Hill was a native of Den
ton, Rt. 2, and the da'!ghter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Glade Tysmger. 

Surviving in addition to the J!ar
ents are two brothers, Joe Tysmg
er of Lexington, Rt. 7, and J. C. 
Tysinger of Denton, Rt. 2. ' 

The funeral will be conducted at 
• 3 p.m. today at Fairview Method-

ist Church. , 
The body was returned to the I 

home of the parents yesterday . j 

N.C 
--I 

J 
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, nt 
Lexington 
Man Kills 
Woman., 22,, 
And Himself 
Second Man 
Is Wounded 

LEXINGTON - Murder and 
suicide ended the lives of William 
Lee Wright, 69, ana 1m'& lt'ary 
Lee -mrr. '22, both of Lexington 
eafly -yesterday morning after 
Wright had shot another man 
through the hand and face. 

The wounded man is Glenn 
Hufi', 22, of 807 Olympia Street, 
Erlanger. Wright lived at 308 
Greensboro Street and Mrs. Hill 
at 1215 Greensboro Road. 

Davidson County Coroner Dr. 
M. E. Block said that both Wrjs!!t 
and Mrs. Hill died insfaml"y o"f 
bullets through their hearts. 

Davidson County officers said 
Wright first shot Huff, then shot 
Mrs. Hill and then shot himself. 
The death weapon was a .25 cali
ber automatic pistol. 

Shot Self in Car 

The first two shootings occurred 
shortly after midnight on Greens
boro Road a short distance north 
of Lexington. Wright later shot 
and killed himself in a car on 
the way to the hospital here. 

Oflicers Bob Head and C. W. 
Long questioned Mrs. Dorothy 
Huff, wife of the wounded man. 

Mrs. Huff said that Wright 
came to her 'home early Friday 
night and asked if she knew 
where her husband was. She told 
him he had gone off. Wright left 
but later returned saying he 
would show Mrs. Huff where her 
husband was. 
· The two got in Wright's car, 
drove to High Point, then back to 
Lexington and on to Salisbury. 
They did not find Huff, but later 
returned to Lexington and drove 
out Greensboro Road past the 
house where Mrs. Hill lived. · 

Mrs. Hill and Huff were report
edly seen seated in a car parked 
~t the Hill !lome. Wrtght drove by 
the house and stopped. Huff got 
out of the car and came ap to the 
Wright car, Mrs. Huff said. 1 

Shot Huff 

There was some conversation 
and Wright pulled hls pistol and 
shot once. Huff threw up his hand 
and the bullet went through it, 
lodging in his jaw. He fell to the 
ground. Mrs. Huff got out of the 
car to help him, and he asked 
Wright to call an ambulance. 

Mrs. Hill, in the meantime, re
portedly backed out of her drive
way and drove to the Wright 
car. Wright got out, went to her 
car and shot her. 

Huff, although wounded, started 
driving Wright's car toward a 
hospital with Wright, Mrs. Huff 
and the body of Mrs. Hill along. 
En route, Wright threatened to 
shoot himself and while others 
tried to disarm him, he shot him
self. 

Wright was dead on arrival at 
the hospital. Huff was later taken 
to a Winston-Salem hospital for 
treatment of wounds described as 
not critical. 

Wright was the grandfather of 
Robert Hill, husband of Mrs. Hill. 
The two were separated in Sep
tember. 

Wright was employed · in 
See Lexington, Page A6 
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JAMES P. POSTON 
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