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Luther Byrd

Professor Luther Byrd Wore Many Hats

By NANCY DAMRON
Staff Writer

During his 77 years, Luther
Byrd became regarded, not just
in Sunzn(;oumy but across

» North lina, as a man who
wore many hats.

He was a lile bit of every-
thing when all was said and
done. A teacher and high
schoo:ogopach; a jou lns:;n:
genealogist; a pnncipal; a
college professor. Ag: those
who knew Byrd say he was
good at what he did — whi-
chever hat he was wearing at
the time.

He was borm in Ellerbe to
Watson and Belle Nicholson
Byrd, who moved to Sumry
County when their son was
about 10. They settled in
Mount Airy and Byrd auended
the local high school, where
he graduated. He then auended
the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill where he
majored in history and English.

But it was at Carolina that
Byrd, a s fan, got hooked
on journalism, enrolling in the
school’s first course in that
area.

At the end of his freshman
;_w. the school newspaper,

he ng;«’ly Tar Heel, fm-
nou an opening for sports
editor. Byrd was ?ckcd from
a field of 16 candidates,
selected based on his story on
a baseball game.

He later served as editor of
the {nper and of the “Yackety
Yack™ yearbook. By the begin-
ning of his junior year, he
was workirg with the Univer-
sity News Bureau, in charge
of publicity for all teams.

In 1929, Byrd left Chapel
Hill and returned to Surry
County where he ook a job
teaching at Westfield School,
embarking on the path that
was (o gain him nearly legen-
dary fame.

It was in 1929 that Byrd
began his 16-year association
with the Mount Airy Times, a
weekly newspaper, serving as
editor for 10 years. During
that time, R /Editor Byrd
organized and directed the
Surry County baseball and
Mount Airy softball leagues.

And the 1930s marked the
years that Coach Byrd's West-

field School teams began rack-
in1 up title after title in base-
ball and track. His 19-year te-
nure at the school included 14
conference championships in

track, where his tcams went

14 years without losing a dual

meet.

Coach Byrd's baseball
teams, along with the track
teams, posted winning records
of better than .700.

But in 1932, Byrd helped
leave his mark in the stae’s
high s::‘chool athletic 'a:re:'nk

persuaded Fra
N . sports editor of The
inston-Salem Journal and or-
izer of the Journal-Sentinel
orthwest Basketball Tourna-
ment, to include girls’ teams
in the action.

That earned him the title of
“godfather” in girls’ basketball.
By the last tournament played
in 1951, a wtal of 186 girls’
teams had entered, someumes
playing 20 games per day dur-
ing the three-week period.

The year 1932 also marked
the year Byrd married one of
his students, June Stone of the
Asbury community. Today, she

lives in Elon College.

During the years of World
War II, Byrd stayed busy with
his newspaper cndeavors, los-
ing all the men on the staff 10
combat dutics. Thus, from
1941-46, Byrd wrote all the
paper’s copy except society
news

The war also took his assis-
tant coach, lcaving Byrd all
coaching duties as well as his
five classes 0 be uu%:.u Byrd
also served on the Selective
Service Board, handling ques-
tionnaires for two townships,
was scoutmaster of a Boy Sc-
out roop and a Sunday school
superiniendent.

e further served during
those years as a correspondent
for several daily newspapers
across the state and did histor-
ical arucles for other
publications.

In 1945, Byrd was named as
Westficld School's principal,
holding the ute unul the
spring of 1948 when returned
1o Carolina 10 do graduate
work in history. He received
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Byrd

his master’s degree that spring and s the professor of history and english

befzn wo:tin&for,his doctorate.  from 1954-69 and from 1969-75 as

* Tt was in 1949 {liat he began his professor of history.

$0-year association withn%lon Co=~ u‘h 84bown said u:(;‘heﬁauggrh.tdmm
starting as history and journal- n percent a uates

tr‘:profm. He was an active between 1953 and 1975.

advisor to the former campus news-  Heretired in 1975, but continued to

paper, The Maroon and Gold, served  be associated with Elon College. He
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