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·In 1753, by act of Assembly sit'.:;i.nc; at :N,:;wbern, the :.;.ppar or westarn 

pul't of •• nson . CoL:a·cy was cut off and for·.c1ed into Rowan Co~nt.y, and Rowan 

C octn"Gy :::.o r·er:laincd "Ll.n~ il the 26 of Januz..ry, 1771, when the General 

.o.~ se111blJi of :6orth Carolin<:>. divided. Ro1"-id.n County and formed of that po.rt 

C:ll"l.; off into Surry County and the county seat was namect. Ric.:hu10nd wnich 

ror:·18.ined the county seat until /.:Ju.r·ry County was divided by act of 

_,_sse .nblJ sitting .'.iub:x at Fayetteville in 1789 when Stokes W8.S establisi:ied. 

·r_, y ref.::irence to the 1'1.iinute Docket of the old court of pleas and quarter 
.;7~1? . 

E0 SSions at rJovember term J:..&:f-8-'you will find the entry: Vfilliam Cupples 

and nndrew Jackson , ~sq . each produced a license from the Honorable 

A.t:ld . .-1. ::~ he and .John. 'l"i illiaras, .i..~squire, to th.'? jud.:;e s of the ;:;supr:·rior 

Court of L .. w o.nd ec~ui ty au.thorizins and empowerinc; them to practice;{Z as 

.:1 t"Cor•1eJ ., in the several County Court :::: of ?leas and C:varter S0ssions witni1.1. 

·c ~ i~ , · Et ... -ce, with testimonials of their havinc heretofore taken thf ' nec~es-

:;;,,1·.r oaths and are udr.1i"i:;tecl to prHctice in thi::; Court 11 • 1I1hu::i it v.1ill be 

~~ , n ~h~t General Jackson never qualified ~s an attorne~ in hockforu. 

'.1. :·~r-·, conrt Wh_s h8ld on at fiic~11nonu inclndin~·; November term 1789, at wnicn 

·t,Lrj.(? it udjour·ned to r:ieet at the ho;..i.se of Richard .i1orn about two miles 

of .; .ocki'ord, ~nd tradition h~E ulwsjs held that the house a~ 

. .. i.c..L, ,: rO. ·.:i.orne 1 D in whicn. the court wa2 neld vlo·ts a ba.rn ::3it.t;.ated be-cwe0n 

o f ~aa Yadkin River . This site for lon~ years has belon~ed to ~illiam P • 

• ~v~· o -i an,. 1.1iE: heirs . Go «.rt w&.f; nelu <..i'G h 0 rne 1 s up to and inclu o. :i..nt-, 

., .. t·-- ·"" o'"e f L.'' l:1h1 ' y""~rs n,..,.~r ·1-hP, 1'i·Jh::i.··+: •. _,, I::;o<.·k F'ord". ,., " (; .1::: ·~ 1 ... ~· 0 '·.. . u .· ~ ,, d , "' '-' v ' v v ' ,\t th18 place 

,·J •. 1 · 1.JJ1) COIJ:t•t hAl.d ttn'til tl1e fir.st cou.rt hOLl.SO WGL!::~ built, :.:in1l CO LL I'tS 

.u.:.,1~ ::-; L tt::l"'. '1, 17'11, WGIS r·ee;t...lar}:y- nel::.lr1. buL ut Nove.nber te:i:·m, 1791, I 
c0:a:;ienced at Rockford at May term, 1791,J11 there was no court held on 
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i::l.ccount of the failure of the J"ustices to at.tend 11
, so the ' clerk, Joe 

'flilliams, says on hi:::' minutes. 
, 1 .• 

l.-

All this tus;ivig;ation of 'our court was in conse<-Ruenc c of an act 

made by Thomas Ayatrs and Moses A~ers and contained 58 acres. The name 

l\ockford, c..s any one can see, is an abbreviation of the name of the 

for·d ·f,t the YadJ{in Hiver, at that 11White Hock F'o1k 11
• 'l'he court was held 

v 

in this first court hoL1se, which was a wooden structure and the nails 

u~ed wera made in a smith shop on the bank of the river at the ford. 

Rockford was. located with an eye sinsle to the navit;.at~on of the 

Yadkin river. 'fne town was laid off with three principal streets--High 

~-treo·c; Water Street, and Cabin Street . In due course of time, " 'l'he 

Y.~· .. dkin i~avic,ation Companyu was chartered by the Generc: ... l .Assembly, stock 

tLl.kE;n , the compi=tny or'gunize ci. , and they we nt to work, but; the 11 'vJhite 

elepho.ntn with which the company had to deal was the 11 Bean Shoals 11 in 

t'.1e river near J..:;as t Bend, around which tni;, c.ompany undertook to d.iG ..;_ 

can~l, and it is suid some fine masonry was done in makin5 the banks of 

tc .. 0 c. d.nal, bu ·t.; after spendin.:::; considerable mon0y , it proved to b e ''the 

h:?..ir th~n, broke the camel's back, and the '1 ic-.. dkin Navii::;ation 11 soon bec.~une 

a dre~n of the past. 

Eockford ·since I can r emembe1' wqs blessed with three hotels, fot .. r 

st or es , .3. c onfe c ti onery, a danc ins school, a nd a master of •-<nbou.ndcd 

politeness . Mr . John Gilrner, father of .fo. d~:,e Gilmer, used to say he cot 

us t;ood fare at Hackford a~ anyV>:here h e attend.eel cou.rt, and he was <:1 

prominent attorney, and had an extensive prcictice. 

~~omowht=ire in the JO's th0 coirnty bec Dme discont!:i n.LoJ with tbe wood e n. 

Bq~ire acre of land from M· M. HLghes und built thereon a cood an~ ~m~ 
" 
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Rockford poli~ically was, in the duys of Whi~ary, lar~ely Whisi~h. 

the lar~~st increased WhiG vo~e~H and Surry sot th~ prize, which was a 

rull-ri0~od snip , hauled by ho~css from F~yepteville ~o Rockford. 

years. ~his scribs spent many childish days o~ the ~hi~ prize. 

One eve ni LV'' 
'-' 

Grant sent the boJS ou~ on Fist 

i: o ~;.•ep,'_i-i_Y,. to +·h•-' 1 'J..~ ,,.,..,,1--.. ,, ,.- \r '1 · .. "'·'- i' r1 ... - "' .J.. .. V .J.'-.../ l.~ \.I "<I"' .~ .l. '~' M J. ,, 1.l .. .) Li hotul) 8.nci 

tLeir ;nppnr . 'l'l:-.1.sy did s o , and on nnte:cin~ the kitchen thc'y co.ptu.:rod a 

l eJi f., .. (, d i . t . rr ~ood, serve~ in the 

~ .. 1ncu.;:,.c.:.:.1. 

' . .,,_, .. ~ 
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wti.o loveci ~ joke or an anecdo~e 

told ma of his first i t'l c 0 Li. :c l. MW b.1 c (.i, 

~.~ orne 

t li:c e e 

~;elo · ~~,. .. ·~0G1~f·o:c·cl) 

batb obt~inel licenses to practice in the Co~nty curt after their 
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:-3 ... l./ :i. i.1 I 1 l docL.d''C ., I nevnx· ir:. b . 

r . 
,;l 1\1ord: <:i.bO\lt ht C £.~.S~. s h~ .. 11 I do'? 11 ::;o ·co 

e t o~~ of tho dil~~n~ I went ~o Sob ~cLeun, an olds~ attorney und 

:Ct so 

.. 
( ·-· (., ..... .:. '· . ~ .·- o o 2 o n 1 0 1. o 1; l; ) 

T 
C..' r,;' ' on the so~th ~itle of t~ [~.~ cll-\.i ::J., in wnat is Y~Jkin 
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. . ~. ' .. , -~ '}.: \ .. -. ""eu. ,_l 
J .., ' 
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