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"In 1753, by act of Assembly sitiling at Newbern, the upper or westera
purt of .nson County was cut off and formed into Rowan County, and Rowan

.COdﬂLy s0 remained until the 26 6f January, 1771, when the General °

assembly of North Carolinsa divided Rowaa County and formed of that part
.

cut off into Surry County and the county seat was named Ricuwond wnich

remained the county seat until bqrry County was divided by act of

Assembly sitting &tix at Fayetieville in 1789 when Stokes was established.

By reforence to the Minute Docket of the old court of pless and quarter
/7872 ‘ . A

cessions at ﬁovember term :3787you will find the entry: William Cupples

and andrew Jackson, usqg. each produced a license from the Honorable

-aad ashe and Joha Williams, umsquire, to the judges of the &Superior

Gourt of law and e¢uity authorizing and empowering them to practicezs as

atvoruey: in the several County Court:z of Pleas and CQuarter Sessions witain

tiis stute, with testimonisls of their having heretofore taken the necdes-

sul'y oaths and are udmitted to practice in this Court'. Thus it will be

seon-vnat General Jackson never qualifled as an attorney in hockflora.

sne court was held on at Richmond lncluding November term 1789, at wnicn

time it adjourned to meet at the house of Richard norn about two miles

eurb of sockford, and tradition has always held that the house at -
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wleherd sorne's in which the court wae aeld was a barn situated between
witt 1s now known us "the Double Creeks" nesr thelr confluence®in sight

of vne Yadkin River., Yhis site for lon; years has belon.ed to william P,
s00g00 ano als heirs. Court was neld at Horne's up to and including
yovemberixrm term, 1790. Then it adjourned vo m=et at February terwm,1791,

&t the house of Elihu ALyears, near the "White Rock Ford"., At this place

/

we! Lhe eourt held untll the first court houso was built, and courts /
UpuS L Tera, 1791, was regulurly neld/ buiv at November terw, 1791, /
commenced at Rockford at May term, 1791,7/"there was no court held on




2
account of the failure of the Justices to attend", so the' clerk, Joe
Williams, says on his minutes,

All this tﬁgivigation of our court was in conseguencc of an act
‘of the CGeneral issembly dividing Sufry and establishing_Stdkes County., T
The aeeds to the land on which Rockford is sitvated (originally) were
made by Thomas Ayefrs and Moses Ayers and contained 58 acres., The name
fdockford, as any one can see, 1s an abbreviation of the name of the
ford 'at the Yadkin River, at that "White Rock Foﬁ;". The court was held
in this first court house, which was a wooden structure and the nailles
used were made in a smith shop on the bank of the river at the ford.

Rockford was located with an eye single to the navigation of the
Yadkin rivér. The town was laid off with three priacipal streets--High
Street, Wuter:Street, and Cabin Street. In due course of time, "lhe
IadkinvNavigation Company" was chartered by the Generél Assembly, stock
tukea, the company organized, and they went to work, but the "White
elephant” with'which the company had to deal was the "Bean Shoals" in
the river near tast bBend, around which the company undertook to dig &
cangl, and 1t 1s sald some fine rasonry was done'in»ﬁaking the banks of
th@jc;nal, but after spendinz considerable monsy, it proved to be "the
hair that broke the camel's back,and the "Yadkin Névigation“ soon became
a dream of the past.

fockford since I can remember wgs blessed with three hotels, four
stores, a confsctionery, a dancing school, and a master of unbounded
politeness, Mr, John Gilmer, father'of Judse Gilmer, used to say he got
as good fare at Rockford as anywnere’he attended court, and ne was & -
prominént attorney, and had an extensive practice,

Somewhere in the 30's the county becuame discantantei with the woodun
Loauplo o Junilae phe hud eresled 1o Lol pranlblve days, wnd b hbs w

aquure acre of land from Me M. hUghes and bullt thereon a good and axk




Rockford politically was, in the days of Whigary, largely Whigish,
Durins toe year 18L0 a prize was offered to the county bthat would give
thé largast increased Whig VOué‘E and surry got the prize, waich was a
full-ri; ed salp, hauled by horses from Fayeitteville vo Rockford. uhe

walgs planted it on the nillside beiween the then new court house and

remalned there Tror goveral
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public spring, bullt a nouse over 1it, and 1

on the Whiy prize.
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years, <This scribe spent many childish day
;Jsag the first hotels bullt ian Rockford was whers ks uire J. G.
Luprus now 1lves, and ons Grant wac the propletor. Grant had a son
and also had with him, in his ewmploy, & boy by the name of Watson
Lolyfield, about the Grant boy's size (This was told me by said 7 yyfield

in his old age). One evening Grant s
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afver some whiskoy. They did not pget bagk until after dark. Mrs, Grant
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told the boy: 1o repalr to the kitehe

1

their supper, They did so, and on eatering the kiltchen they capturecd a
lar_ce fat o'possum, This boy, in afver years, cold thls scribe that
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with Grant, Asron Burr, on his retura frowm a trip sSouth,
pui up for the ni_ht with CGrant, and seeing youny Holyfield offered

"ind there is where

o

o take him and educate him, but he would not $o.
Young Il lyfield grew to mu hood, servea in the army
T2l

u_4inet Lae Seminole Indians., He was an uncducaited man, but oaz ol fine

vatural, common, aound Sense, was ood practical surveyor, thouih he
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“kaszw ot a W % and surveyed thousands of acres of land for
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Surry. He was a pocalliar man, loved his dram, akb:LRdsss
fiockford was noted for brainy mea, men of intelligencs. Coloanel

Willina I, Dobeon ownsd and lived apon a [ine plantation one mile below




noecklord on the Yadkin diver. e raised a large family--several ooy8=--
| .
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4N afion;, Taell Wwads «JCECPL LoDECH, W0 Wasd, 4 think, vae youa 8L S04,
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Wie was an able criminal law wﬁ/&ﬂu one who lovsd a joke or an anecdoie

as well . as any one. fe once told me of his [irst case in court which

.

was tiied while court was held in Hockford. J[Judge Pearson nad some
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to ﬂi~1“ond 1ill, three miles
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below aockford) He and Mr., Richard M. 4llicon, wiho boardecd im Rockford
vota oou ined licenses to pruciice in the County wourt after their

licens2s wese obtainesd, some maa cume to Mr. vobson and sald Lo aims

-5 . Sl oY = o B s '
Jog, I've hal a “Ca sa”servsd on me

o
ot
g
e
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Court snd I want you Lo

attend Lo it fot me®. WMr, Uobson replisd and said "ill right", and began
suyin_ "casga, caz¢"™ what in the world is s “easa, I' 1 declare I never
BoErd Tl a won&"about a casa in my 1ife. What shall I do?“ S0 to
cet out of the dileama I went to Bob Mclean, an older attornsy ’ﬁo
related_td nim the situation, He explained what & casa was, and Mr,
Jobgon enployed him as a pu mpter Vo €1t wv his elbow when the cuse

vp in court, 1t so happened that the plaintiff in the c¢use had
supioyad Me, Allison and when the case was resched Mr, Dobson moved
ot hi. elient é allowad to .'iles nis schoedule und take tae in:colvent
oatn, E R T S TORE R E R S SRR R T IR I R R DR S O
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cometime during the life of irqg., W. P. Lobroa, the fatnur of oul

J e, thers lived, on the soubth side of th. fadkin, in wnat is ¥Yadkin
Couanby now, but then a part of Svwvry, an old man, Jenkins by name, wio
canty : : :

‘ho i some mer itorious service Lo thi county, and for that Col. Looson .

ct

pushed a bill tarough the Le islaturs of North Carolina allowinj old

man Tenkine e retail splrits by emall qnantity without llceuse, and on
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