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(abvve) ' Amber Beach' in rhe B(irish 46rh Division sccror ar dawn during 
rhc Allied landings at Salerno on Seprember 9 

(be /,>w ) Brirish rroops run from a landing crafr onro rhe beach ar Salerno 

test invasion of the war was about to take place on the beaches 
cflegrea 
ofSalel'flO· 
;i' . 

. stateroom on the Ancon General Clark was informed at 
htS p.m. that the Germans had destroyed the harbour installations 

tJerno. His first comment to Hewitt was that the Germans 'had 
· -.:..:~tuc11 ,._ ... their grip on Salerno.' Accompanied by the Admiral, he 
. ent up to the bridge and together they looked towards the distant 

· :~rysky. 
To Clark the fires brought H-hour nearer. His remaining worry 

the availability of the 82nd Airborne Division which he still 
was necessary, even essential, for the success of Avalanche. 

the planning stages of the operation he had been assured that 
sznd would qe available to him for a strategic drop northwest of 

But Eisenhower had other ideas. Clark remembered his 
with the Supreme Commander: 

Eisenhower: It will be a shock to you, Wayne, but it has been decided 
that we'll make the drop on Rome. 

Clark: Where are you going to get an airborne division to do it? 
Eisenhower: The 82nd. 
Clark: No, that's my division. 
However, the plan for the ~2nd Airborne Division to land at Rome 

was suddenly cancelled. Then Clark's own plan for dropping the 82nd 
further inland northwest ofNaples on the Volturno River, some forty 
miles from the nearest beach landing at Salerno, was also cancelled. 
The reason given was that T~dder felt the advantages of an airborne 
attack on the Volturno would not be worth the probable losses . 

. Though discouraged, Clark had not given up hope. The 82nd 
Atrborne was a vital emergency force. Eisenhower would hardly 
refuse his request again. 



_..------..----·· 
----/ Sa!tJ:Jf/-PM. (VD-837} «.M RoJ.d ckmt on 15 J(J}1J.J{VUj 1945 by the. 81th IIWn ~ Canf:WUJ, 81th, llahte.; i.aundted on 27 rraJJ 1945; 

corrm.U . at 1:3oM:on N:wal. Shi.pya!r.d. on 31 .11 .1945, CcmrrmdeJt Hepl:x.wt A. P..i.RJc.c.e. ..i.n. c.cmrrmd. · 
M f/-PM. , on 2 , alt.. tWttanamJ &J.y, Cuba.; and J:Jhak.ed(J).Jtl. ~. She. 1tdu!uted to &?I:Jton on 30 SeptembeJt. Cht 1 

FehiW.O.!UJ 1946, Sa.~t..~JfrWJJ. J:JoJ.led o'Wm Ne~.~ Y01tk. bound oolt.. Key WeM., F.futWia.. She. rwrJ.Jled ..i.n. Key WeM. on 4 FelYwa!ty to beg..i.n. tlm de£.afieA wUh 
the. OpeJr..a,ti._ortal. VeJJeio,-.men;t F01tc.e. iDeated the~t.e.. Flf.Om 9 to 14 FehiW.O.!UJ 1947; J:Jhe. conducted opeJtat.i..on~.> 6alt.. .the. UrtdeJrVJ:t:t.eJt Sound LabotriLtoi'U,f 
at. Ne~.~ Lcm:km, Conne.cti.cu;t, {/tan 3 SeptembeJt 1953 UYttii. 18 Ck;tobeJt N5"4; and ope!tait.ed out o6 Nev.po'Lt, Rhode. I-6tand, beiwwt 8 Jui..y and 4 
N..lguM 1955. In 7956, J:Jhe. emb:11tk.ed VIP'J:J 0o1t.. ASJJ deroonMlu1:ti..on~.> out o6 Key WeM. and, ..i.n. 1957, undeJWJen.t oveJrhauJ.. at .the. Nolt..0o.ek f.b.vy Yalt..d. 
On 6 FehiW.O.!Uj 7958, I:Jhe. jo..i.n.ed l.lYiil!., o6 EI.JC.o'Lt Squad.Mn 14 at. Cha!rluton. She. de.paMed Cha!rlel..ton on. 5 JOJ11J/1/Uj 1959 anJi. conducted Q.We. 
~ o6 ~te.Qit..eAheJt :bLaJJWtg out a6 Gl1C11ttanano &J.y, Cuba.. Thi.-6 wpf.oyrnen:t, .tel>W1g I.Jui:mJ.!Wte. dei:.ectJ.rm and deM:Jwcti..on dwkM, c.onti.nu.ed 
UYttii. Jartuo.!U:f 1961. In SeptembeJt 7961, SaMfrWJJ. :took. 6to;t.J.on ..i.n. .the. Atf.o.n.tiJ:.. M lt..eJYJVeJty I.JhJ.p oalt.. PM jed. MeJW.J!Uj. 

In J(J}1J.J{VUj 1962, I.Jhe. aga...i.n. :took. I.JtotJ..cm oalt.. P1t0jed. Me!t.CJJ!Uj, &~ .vme. o6Q .the. c.oM:t o6 Aotri&J... In June. 1963, I:Jhe. lt..ttehed J:JeJJe/WJ. new 
wea{.XJM I.Jyi.J:tem5, ~ ~~ anri VASH. She. CltlLUed the. Ca!Uhbean and then lt..eiult..l'ted to Key WeM. and the. Ope/t.at{ortal. TM:t and 
E~n Ve;tadunent. 1"h.W wpf.o!!tlen:t con:tJ.nu£d UYttii. 1966. On 15 Jui..y, I.Jhe. aga...i.n. c.cmnenc.ed oveMad... 7112. oveJrhauJ.. «.M c.orrpte.ted on 30 
J(J}W(1.1'U,f 1967; and, . by 7 FebiW.O.!UJ, I:Jhe. «.M l:adl m Key WeM.. Irt 1968, I:Jhe. ope;w;ted o00 the. VJ./rg.i..nJ.a. Cape/.! and -01 the. Ca.tUhbean. On 10 
J(J}W(1.1'U,f 1969, I:Jhe. .a.lt!LWed ..i.n. 1/aypJ'Lt, FfutWia.. Sa.~t..~Joi..RM 1t..em:Wted -01 the. WZI.l:teJtl't hRm.t.!JpheJte. oolt.. all.. oo 1969 and 1970. In JOJ11J/1/Uj 1971, 
Sa.~ti.JfrW;i. aga.-01 depf.Dyed :to .the. MU:idte. Ea.6:t, en:teJL&!g .the. Irdkm. Ocean ..i.n. FehiW.O.!UJ. &j 29 June., l.lhe. LUli.J back a.t llayp?'Lt. 

On 13 A;Nl 1972, I:Jhe. go:t und.eMK1Jj oolt.. art entiJt.ei.y di..ooeJtW depf.Dymen:t. Plf.Oc.wWrg u.la. the. Panam:t Canal, I:Jhe. aMi..ved -01 Subi..c. &J.y, 
P.I., CM 11 1/ay. Th!toughout. the. I.JUTmlelt, Sa.~t..~JfrWJJ. pV..R.d the. Wlt.eJti.J o6 the. Gui.6 o6 TonlUn. She. de.paMed the. gu.n/J.n.e. on 12 SepteJrbeJt; 
I.J:topped at Hong Kong 6olt.. I.J.U dayi.J o6 ti.heltity ( 15 to 21 SeptembeJr.} and at Yok.ol.luka., Japan, 6a1t.. 6aUil dayi.J (25 to 29 SepteniJeJt}; and .thm, go:t 
und.eJtJm.y to 1te1JJM to the. Uniled statM. She. mteJted San V-tego on 13 OctobeJr., tlr.aw.J.i:.ed the. Pcmrm. Canal on 21 OctobeJt, and lt..e.m:teJt·ed 
1/aypo'Lt on the. 25th. On 29 1/ay 7973, J:Jhe. ()J2).ghed andw1t to jo..i.n. the. 6th FR..e.e.t ..i.n. .the. MedUetcJr.anean. She. I.JoJ.led wUh .the. 6th FR..e.ei:. un.:tJ1. 
22 SeptembeJt, v.hen I:Jhe. f'XJM ed .tivtough the. St:Jr.a.UA o0 GiJJITDlio.!t to jo..i.n. N4. TO un.U5 • LateJt, at the. ou:tlJir.eak o6 the. Nrab- II.Jit..a.eli Wl1t, J:Jhe. 
depa.'Lted Sco:teand to lt..e.enteJL .the. Medi.i:.etcJr.anean wU:h John F. Kennedy (CVA-67}. SaMfrWJJ. put 1.ntD AtheYlA, Glt..e.ece., on 14 WvembeJt. , 

On 18 NovembeJL, I.Jhe. «.M Ol!.deJted to ~t..e.jo..i.n. John F. Kennedy oOit.. the. voyage. l:adl .to the. UftU:.ed S:ta.t.eA. She. a.IVLWed at. lv'ai.jpo'Vt on 1 
VecerrheJt and J:Jpen:t the. 1te.I.J:t oo 1973 -01 a. ~ and .tea.ve. ~. In 1/ay 1974 J:Jhe. lt..eJ.Mned Ati.o.ntk. I.Jeaboa!lli. opeJt.a.tlon!.>. Sa.~t..~JfrWJJ. 
c.onti.nu.ed to ope;w;te. out a6 llayp?'Vt un.:tJ1. · · · ~ ·· 

Sa.~t..~JfrWJJ. eo..lt..l'ted one. baftte. I.Jtall 6a1t.. I.JeJtvke. ..&7. .the. V.i.W1am Clb!t. 



BRONTES WAS ONE OF THE CYCLOPES 
Brontes, although reclassified AGP 17, 14 August 1944, was launched 6 February 1945 as LST 1125 by Chicago Bridge and 

Iron Co., Seneca, IL; sponsored by Mrs. June Elizabeth Reimer; and placed in reduced commission 17 February 1945; placed 
out of commission 10 March 1945; underwent conversion to a motor torpedo ~at tender; and recommissioned as Brontes (AGP 
17) 14 August 1945, Lieutenant W. B. Beanden, Jr., in command. 

On 26 September 1945, Brontes got underway for New Orleans, where she arrived 3 October. At New Orleans she participated 
in the Navy Day activities and then remained to serviCe torpedo boats. In December 1945 she sailed to Washington, D.C., to 
participate in the "parade of torpedo boats" held in conjunction with a Victory Bond drive. 

On 20 December 1945 she departed Washington for New York and pre-inactivation overhaul. _Bronte.s was decommissioned 
14 March 1946 and sold 1 April 1946. 

Ex LST 1125. Sold 25 March 1947 to Cushing and Co. Refitted as merchant ship. Served as such from 1948 until wrecked 

in hurricane a~aA~Io 27 ;c;:,er 1r~ j J, s h ,· p 1"b A e. e we ~ 1-<. ,j USN Photo 

rv -r;.,.(!. of! r. 
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British Brcn gun carriers arc driven ashore .from a landing craft onto a 
beach at Salerno 

Some of the first German troops taken prisoner by Fifth Arm y forces at 
Salerno are used to hdp unload Allied landing craft 

.... ·.-.• 
~ .. ~ -.. -~ · .. .• -- ...... - •. 

. ; . ·:· . _: :~~ 
........ . -.. · .... .. ...... · . ... . ... 

[the ramp he saw the first man, already dead, floating in the 
Waist-deep, his Bren ~~n- he~d ;hove ?is head, Hughes waded 

. h beach in the 56th DtvlSlon s Roger sector, under fire from 
t e guns and shells, and dived for cover among the dunes. 

him he saw men from the 56th's first 'Black Cat' wave, dead 

~here, digging in as best he could, until the Navy guns had 
the opposition on the beach. Then he and the six men in his 

clambered to their feet and fanned out along the stretch of 
searching for anti-personnel mines . Even in the darkness that 

imperceptibly lightening he could make out the trip wires of four 
of'S' mines, killer mines which, triggered off, would shoot four 

into the air and explode. 
landing craft had dropped its ramp and was putting Bren gun 

and infantrymen ashore. 'Keep your heads down!' Hughes 
lhCJ1Utc:a at them. 

The corporal and his sappers traversed the beach, dismantling the 
, first taking the tension off the wire, then unscrewing the igniter 

on top of the mine. Just beyond the dunes were Tellermines, as big as 
dinner plates, safe for a man to walk on, but lethal for a tank or vehicle 
to cross. When these mines were disarmed Hughes ordered two 
sappers to mark off the safe stretch ofbeach with white tapes . Then the 
carriers rolled in. -

Minutes later an officer with wireless equipment set up a tripod on 
the beach and flashed a light out to sea, calling in more landing craft. 

On the lower deck of his LST, Landing Ship Tank, Petty Officer 
Ja?'l~s. Sharkey, a telegraphist with the 'Black Cats' of the 56th 
Divtston, kept the engine running in his waterproofed Bedford truck. 
As soon as the ramp went down he would drive off. 

The Division's objective was to land on 'Sugar' and 'Roger' 
~aches, south of 'Uncle', capture the airfield at Montecorvino, then' 
~ve south towards Ponte Sele, the river bridge apex of the desired 

achhead line. 

0 
Sharkey's orders were to drive with his leading signalman and 

~dh~ly telegraphist as quickly as possible to the tobacco farm marked 
ra . Is ~ap, less than a mile from the beach. Here he was to set up his 
an~o stgnals . In the three-ton Bedford he carried wireless equipment 

Fa generator, and in the trailer twenty wireless sets . 
Jan ~ur Dukws were parked ahead of him on the lower deck of the 
int dtng craft. When the ramp was dropped the first Dukw rolled off 

0 the water and 'sank like a stone'. The second Dukw reached the 
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ACTIOU Hr:POR'f OY USS IST-2 ON Sl!:COND TRI1' 
TO FRANC].!: IN - OPEHATlillJ 

15 JUN~ 1944 CONT'D 

caaualt1e8 are being taken below her main ~eok on atretohers. There 
seen to be two enemy batteries atrelling the portion of beaoh that 
theee seven LSTs are now beaohed on. We are all high and dry on the 
beach and •e oannot retraot or tire baok as enemy ie out Of range of 
our gune. 8helle are bur8ting oontinuouely and very oloee by. 1132 -
Bh.ell landed 25 yarde orr our at ern e.nd \'le out looee both or our be.r
re.«e ba1loon• as the bee.oh~Qaeter think8 they aid the enemy in deter
alning O\ll" range. llJ4 - Shell landed 25 ·yarde on our starboard quar
\er. Several ot the other LST8 haTe had direot hits now ·e.nd ~e all 
hoe ahnpnel holes in our e1dee - many or tbem are below the water 
llne. : ·: ll40 - l.B'l\.. J07 reoeived anotbe r d1r eo t hit. 1145 - The 0001p
leted·' unloading all our vebiole e am troops. The other LsTs are 
evacuating their ships to aeet shelter on the beach as the~ is nothing 
\hey oan do untU the tide rise8 enough to enable them to retrs.ot. 
All of the Sb•lls are being oonoentre.ted on the aforementioned seven 
LS'l'e here on the beaoh and the aocuraoy ld t h which the 1 8e em to have 
our rang• ie uncanny. It ia almost a oertainty that the enemy hae n 
epotter hi4den olo8e by tran8mitting reeulte by aeoret short-wave 
radio. 1200 - · We ha~e a direot hit on our port bow and belieTe our 
t'orwu4 1111&8asine on the part side 1s hit. It is hard to e.eoertain 
the exaot looat1on or the hit beoauae ot the terrir1o smoke soreen 
•nvelopins the ahip throughout, eo aa a first precaution, we flooded 
the -sa•ine by pumping water tJ'oa a ballast tank through the oTer
tlow ·into \he aagazine. The sprinkling system ie inoperatiTe bfJoatSe 
ot the tao\ that -we are h~h and dry on the beaoh. There are no 
o-ual.\iea aaaag our peraonnel 1'r~ thi• hit and the entire oomple.ment 
of' pereonael. b bear1J16 up under the atrain reaarkabl..T well. I\ is 
bel1•v•d ' tha\· 'he aheU• are 105 191 anti-personnel a• the 1hrapnel 1s 
TU'7·· thloa. 1220- AnoUlernearalsa on our atarbo&rft quarter. 122.5-
and.aer 1• opeDill8 up -.1 \h oppbeiD~ :tire • l2 30 ~ More men trom LSTe 
OJl od a\dboar4 . aid• are eyaouatlng their ehl.P. and· IYiing tOr 'he 
'Macah . .... , We ·-baTe aow a•oerta1Ae4 \ha' our first d1reot hit ia about 10 
iDDbe • · ~ ot rr-• 1) in ocmpartaem A-208-L and a bOll' 6 incbe a a bave 
tat ·oyerhea4 ot tile tcrwa.rd aasu!ne • . Hole ia ahou\ :rour teet in dla
..... , J>eca1laa1aa oaba "X" 11 .. vere4• Shell •xplo4el en oompaot. 
UJ, ·.- .. JIMJ..lJ.D« llaa tea;porarU7 MaN_4 aD4 oasUU,lei t'rat ' o~r ahipe 
an · '•illc ·:eaJ7l•4 aehara. .we have eenral ahl'epnel· bole a a !Sou\ the 
•14• ·of ~•· ·allJ.p• · 1)1' - Sbelliq has atar\ea -agaiih Shells are 
h!.\'las oa·.• ~t.h a idea ot \hill ahip o:nlr a tew tar4a awa1. 1)20 · -
8Ull hi, ... a\arboa.rd q\lar,e.r within a few teet 41atant. 1)22 - Shell 
hi\ .on ~ :por' a14• a t•w tee' a,.. 1)2' - We have a direot hit on 

r 

our .. ill ·4•* '11h1oh dam8•4 \be forward trame or our oa.rgo hatob and 
explale4 1A 'h• 'ank daok.- '!b•r• ue several ~nen or the British Uadioal 
Oorpa WCNA4e4 on the Mnll deok where t.be7 haTe bean oleaning up 1n prep- · 
ara\101l \6 kke ••nal.,lea aboar4. · 'Shells are talllns thioJc and ta8' 
aDd a\ thia J)Oint aeveral llloldenoea -of extreme · oouraae and "Yalor are 
obia~ecl Ul011S \he ·ottioera am men throug.hrut the mlp in attempting to t 



DECK LOG-REMARKS SHEET 

UHITEO STATES SHIP' __ ~l.Sl'=_-.!:02,___ ________________ THURS. 1 JUNE ... 44 

00 - 0400: 

') 

)0 - 0800: 

00 - 1200: 

~ - 1600: 

) - 2000: 

0 ; 2400: 

APPROVED I 

Cll•fl CIJ.I<) CAto,A) 

Anchored in berthing area 4, Berth B-2, West Selent, Eng. in ?! . fathoms of water 
with 45 fathoms of chain out on bow anchor. Anchorage urgs: Hampstead Control 
Vessel (south) 19~0 PSC; West Lepe Duo~. - 070 PSC; Shepherds Hill Tower - 135 PSC; 
Ships anchored in vicinity are: US LSTs·l, 17, 21, )O, 44, 229, 264, 279, · 280, 
287, )12, 344, 345, 359, 377, 378, 379, 503, 519, 520 and British· ships: 7 Des
troyers, 6 transports, Frigate K-215, 1 LSU, 1 freighter, lWS ACRESFORD, and Po!Ub 
Destroyer L-115. · YN. (!}. ~~ · 

W. G. )@sHAG 

No remarks. 

Lieut • ( Jg) , USNR 

/.;V~ 
L. H. SMALL, 
EQ.Bign , USNR 
! . 

0800- Grew mustered on stations, JOHNSON, Calv.in G., Slc, and KOSMAN, Joseph P., 
COX, absent over liberty since 2100, 31 May 1944. Pursuant to LST Flot 11 ltr. 
Pl6-4/~t.1, 25 May 1944, the follow! ng men reported aboard for duty with bags, 
hammock, service records, health records, transfer papers: JOHNSON, Donald N., 
321 79 24, MoMM2o, USNR; WILDER, Gardner J., 857 68 96, Mo~~2o, USNR; WILKINSON, 
Leonard A., 821 79 89, Mo~tJo, USNR. 0845 - MOD-JJ came alongside to~ 
·,~~,.PL"/ fresh water; draft fwd 2 ft. 6 in., aft 11 ft. 6 in. 0945 - C-625 
came alongside and oommenced trasferr ing sruoke pots and GSK listed as follows: 
24 Mark VI Smoke Pots; 26 Smoke Pot Igniters; 4 Smoke Pot GoTere, Miscellaneous 
GSK. 102) - Completed taking on 20,000 gal. of fresh water; Draft: fwd 2 ft. 
6 ln., aft. 12 ft. 1024 -Sounded G~- No action. 1029- Secured from G~ and 
held gas maslc drill. 1120 - Small boat returned with two oases or sporting 
gear. 1145 - ~ritish LCT-976 tied up along port side. Changes in rating and 
advancement in ratings effective 1 June 1944: Deck Force: DAUBNER, Carl ton R. 
224 40 44, USN, GM)o to GM2o; GILLEY, Luther L., 272 U8 14, USN, COX to EM2c; 
MARSHALL, Eldridge, 657 05 40, USNR, Slc, to GM)c; SMITH, John J., 205 28 27, 
USllR, GM)o to GM2o; SPARKS, John H., 606 25 93, USNR, GM)o to (J.t2o ... Engineering 
as follows: ALF~ER, Clyde, 822 82 51, USNR, S2c to Flo; BITSKO, George, 

· 92) 77 94, USNR, S2c to F2o; BLEIWEISS, Murray, 712 52 1), USNR, S2c to F2o; 
KIP~R, James F., 608 96 24, USMl, Slc, to Flo; MOUNTS, Frank C., 560 )6 84, 
USNR, Slo to Flo; PARKER1 Paul M., 575 OJ 29, USNU, Slo to Flo. Supply as follows 
SIIANAHAN, John S., J05 9b 01, Ustm, PhMJo, to PhM2o; SPRUILL, Freddie, 657 12 06, 
USNR, StMlo to CkJo. C/.t, , @_~Af1AL1..4 · 

'W. c Yl~RSlf.AcP,< . . 
Lieut. (jg), USNR 

1200'- 'l'his ship assumed guard mall duty for ohips or Division 65 in the harbor, 
1252 - LCT-976 cast off from our port side. 1254 - British stores lighter cast 

. orr from our stbd side. 130J- Underway in obedience to orders from Commander 
LST Group 33 to shift anchorage to Berthing Area 5, Berth B-7. 1329- Anchored 
in Berthing Area 5, Berth b-7, in 8! fathoms of water, ·with 45 fathoms of chain 
out to bow anchor. 1)45 - Liberty began. 1415 - ~ritish LCT-976 tied up to 
our port side, 1500 - L~~-976 onst off to proceed to LST-21. 1506 - JOHNSON, 
c.~., Slc, and KO~~. J.P., COX, returned aboard having been A.O.L. since ex
piration of liberty, 2100, liay Jl. ,;~ 0 :alSTn5?J> sh,tJ'ted anchorage to this 
vioini~y. · . V\. . ~X· · 

Jas. R. DODSON, Jr. . 
Lieut. (Jg), USNR 

1615 - ;_,Br. LCT.,..2119 tied up to our port side. 1625 - Br. LCT-976 tied up to the 
port side of LCT-2119. 1720 - UMY CIHOFFEE tied up al9ngside LCT-976. 1735 -
HMY CIRO~"'FEE cast off. 1815 - LSTs 44, and 312 underway towards Southampton • 

. 1920 - LST-344 st~od into harbor alll~~r~CZ,....../ ..... >Z. . 
· ~as. n~O&. Jr. 

Lieut. (Jg), USNR 

2000 - Master giTO started per orders of Navigator. 2045 - LCT-976 tied up 
alongside LCT-2 19 on our port side, got underway. 2052 - LCT-2119 tied up on 
our port side got underway. 2100- Liberty expired. 2JJO- Began preparations 
for getting underway pursuant to orders from GG-J, directing this ship to pro
ceed to Southampton and load at 02)0, June 2, at SJ hard, West side, orders aleo. 
roceived in s~rue despatch to change serial n~1oer frrno 2819 to 2822. This was 
done. 2345 - ~et special sea detail all preparations completed. 2353- Heaving in 
on bow anchor. 2357 - AU stations manned and rondy. (X fY\. c..__.; : ....() _ 
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HAVrw .. a Ul ( .. IN. 1 ...... ) DECK LOG-ADDITIONAL REMARKS SIIEET 

.UNITED BTATE!I SHIP' --~l.S~O~T:.:;-:_::2,__ _ __;. _______________ __,6,__ __ · JVllii,! __ '.I.1!:ES;t__, 11~/,. 

~~uoo: 

- 2400: 

(D•r) IDol•) (M•nf~) 

ADDITIOHAL REMARKS 

other orarts. 1940 - British 
or AlffiOMANUHES. 

cruiser c~~~noe~),felling 

/IV.!VJ~ 
in vicinity of village 

L. R. SM.Am., 
Ensign , U::N R 

20i5 - Several squadrons of Flying .J:t,ortressee passed overhead. .2240 - Sounded 
general quarters on receiving Heel Neptune by radio. 2255 - Received visual · 
signal to make smoke. otarted smoke generator. 2)JJ - .Hece ived all clear, se
cured rrom general quarters. Set condition "TWO", secured smoke generator. 2320 -
Sounded general quarters on order from Commanding Officer. AA riro from several 
ships. 2324 - Heceived radio me ssap,e to cease firing at rriendly planes approach
ing rrom NW. 2330 - Jlbout 6 heavy banbs were dropped near a British Cruiser. 
Several bombs dropped on beach orr our at bd bow. . Our guns did not open fire. 
No enemy planes sigh ted. 

~M..~ 
H. N. UIAIOLA, 
Lieut. (jg), USNR 
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UHITao IITATIEII BHIP' ____ _!LS~T~-~2~---------------- WIW. _7_ __ ~UN~ __ , .. _!j_4 
- j;;;;-, - - Cn•hl CMooiAJ 

- 01,00: 

oaoo: 

1200: 

·-------

b ot· crn nnchor in (1 ft\thom~ of vmtot· wlt.h 1100 fQol; of nnehor . wtrr.l, in 
Anchored y lNJ, S t f tu'l'l'\Hlf<' OJ1 orn tton 1. tl rn1len orr tho beach near Ver-
OOJJJ Aroo, K oo or 

0 
• ' . ' , 1 t d v . Ll ht Tow"r - 162 FCC; 

Sur-1\tor, FrallOe, on the followtr~ bont'ingp: lobon t e50 ~115 lS~e in vicinity, with 
Villa e of Arromanohes - 2j3 5 FCC. There are a u .. . 1 

g . i ~ ora~t tranoportn, d~stroyoro, corvettes, mineAweep~re, 
all typ~s of l~~i~ra '·' ··Hhinoe' nnd the llt-.IS UULOLO. We are at General 4-uartere' 
~~!~e~r!~;RJ from Com.' ~'orce "0" not-to open fire · unlesn ordered by radio. Several 

lance overhead and much M fire. Cloudy and low overcast ceiling. We have been 
p i k i 2)20 0010 Secured from gen quartere and set condition II mak ng smo e a nee • - • t Th 
watoh. 0054 - ~ounded gen. qURrtera. 0110 - Secured from Gen. quar ers. ere 
were about 40 flares ~ropped inland about 10 miloa diatunt, but no air activity 

t d 0130 - Hhino come along our etbd aide loaded with vehiclea and tied up ~~;r~~: 'ight. 0138- ::l0 unded gen. quarters. 015!3 - set off smoke rot. Ooneider-
· able bolli~1ng going on just over the beach. Several flroa still burning on the 
beach, 0207- Secured from g~Jl.!.. quarters. 0)00- Uurinr, the laat half hour we 
have seen 5 plunee ahot down in flaruea about 10· miles inland of the . beach. Sky 
is ntill cloudy ani barometer falling - wind ie increasing. 0341 - Sounded gen. 
quarters and sight M fire in m~"l- .a~o:J?d?i?'?7 fl. 

r-ios. H. nousuu, Jr. 

. ·~ .... Lieut. l jg), USllH 

Occasional heavy Nl fire to westward Ulld inland, uov~ral planea heard to pase 
overhead \Jut no shipo in this iuuncdinte victn~ty opened fire. 0515 - Secured 
from general quarters. 0605 - Four l•'W-190 1 s .aneokod in from seaward nnd two of 
thern succeeded in otrnfing ships abot!t-.t'fU) thousand ynrds off our stern. 'l'hese 
planes appeared to be using rockets to etrofe with. 'l'he BULALO was hit - causing 
n small t'ire. One l<W-190 was ahot down - cranh.tng off our atbd beam, on the beach. 
'fhia ship opened fire - and tracers fro111 our hUt.Tf.1 wero neen to buret near the 
plane, along with those of llULALO and L-J5. Hang general quarters. 060"1 - More 
Planes passing overhead - same .l<' W-190, others qJ,Jpped wing spitfires. Ships 

. opened fire promiscuously. One of the Spi tflr~~as hl t anrl pilot boiled out . 
over the beach. the plane crashed far lnlanrl. 11ti!l ship fired two burs to - then 
he~d flro. 061,8 - Secured from coneral qunrtera - This wafl evidently a strafing 
raid as no bomba were dropped. 0650 - JUlina cost off and headed towarctA shore • 

. 0659 - Ammunition expended durl~1 . th ie v1a toll ·: 209 rds. 20MM, Jl rde 40MM • 
. @ rc?ll! "o.</~ ,· 

. . • c . .FuastlAu 
1 

v-
Lieut. l jg) , USHH 

091,5 - Sounded Genernl Alarm upon receipt of Hed Gold vio radio. 1004 - Secured 
from General ~uartere set condition II upon rocflipt o.f nli clear vlo radio, 
No enemy planeo sighted. 101,n - tloundvd p,mternl nlnnn upon receipt or "Hod Juno'' 
vin radio. 1056 - Socurcd 1'ro111 Ueuerol Qunrtore upon receipt of "all clear" via 

. radio, no enemy planes sighted. 

l600: 

~0: 

•Pnovaor 

#'-"/~~
\'/. J~. 'l'lll ~ IIUV:lt~ 
Ll ou-t. ( Jg) , umm 

1)00 - Besan proparations for gett1ng Wtderwoy per orders frolll SOFC MT to beach 
on Klti<J JUm !Jeooh (La Hiviore) ut 11!)0, drJ out 1:111d unload. Message dated 070900 
of June. ·· Notified nmiu engine room nnd generotor room. 1JJ5 - All etntions manned 
and ready to get underway. 1)40- Heaving iu atern anchor. lJI•l- Jlnchors 
aweight, proceeding into beach. lh07 - Vroppod stern anohor about 800 yards from 
the beaoh. 1410 - Dropped· bow anchor. 11.15 - Booohed at high tido, about 700 
yards from shore at KING mm !Jenoh, Ln Hi v !ere, fronc e, .· 275 foet of stern anchor 
cable veered out, 5 fa thorns of bow anchor. We oro stnudinp, by to unload vehicles 
and troops of the llritish ArDiy 1 ne soon a a tho tide ebbs euffloiently to permit 
it, 'l'he beooh is lined with beaohed U:Ts and l...CJTs. ll.J7- L'3'1'-52 beaoh•4200 yards 
off our port quarter. LS1's 1.1. und l,yJ beuched off our starboard heam. 1500 -
lS'l'-Jl2 benched off our starboard boom. 1550 -~~St r ted to U:nlond British vehicles 
.from tonk dock. ~ /[JA fJ. ;-: 

(>(' f/r. ~lf.?.Jf({ 
L. 1!. 8t.lALL I 

l:!neign, USHH 

1628- Bof!.OU unlondiur, vohioJ,on fr or, , top oide. 16)0- Horroce balloon MK VI S2o 
69140 token ushore. 1720- "omploted or.r loodin g , mokiue; preraratione'to reo~i~e' 
casualties. Beach parties were o:xploding ntlnes on tho beooh all durlnp: wnt:nh 
l~eoeived red alerts during watch but no enemv nlo .. ~~ -• • • -
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r-'10 - . 0400: 

OltO 0 - 0800 : 

-...... 

0800 - 1200: 

\ 

1200 - 1600: 

(Dorl • IDol•l (AI oM') 

Anchored about 1.2 miles ott red beach or SWORD Area, be ~ween La Breohe and 
Lyon, France, in~ fathoms ot water, with )0 fathoms ot chain to the .bow . 
anchor. We are -standing by tor unloadrDg. We are at General Quarters stations. 
Until now there has been considerable anti-airoratt tire .from the beaoh, but 
we have not opened fire. Several groups of· flares have been seen whioh· were 
several miles inland. OOJO- Secured r~an general quarters, set -condition 
II watoh. J,j{? :/Y'i A£1 . . . 

L. H. SMli~, 
J!:nsign, US'~ R 

Anchored as before - Large formations or Allied planes over this area 4uring the 
watoh. 

(i\M.~ 
R, N. CIAIOIA, 
Lleut. (Jg), USNR. 

Anchored as before. 0800 - Mustere'd crew on stations -- no absentees, 0840 -
Master-gyro broke down - trouble being investigated. 0905 - Underway in obedienc 
to orders troru control ship to follow US l.ST-))1 into "RED" Beaoh (SWORD Area.) 
and beach to the west or LST-JJl, 0915 - Made daily ihspeotion or magazines -
Conditions normal. Gyro electrician reports trouble probably in bearing . 0925 -
Dropped stern anchor 400 yds. from beaoh, veered out 250 feet. 0926 - Dropped 
bow anchor aol veered 5 fathoms or ohain to keep us from yawing, 092~ - Beached 
on QUEEN HED Beaoh, SWORD Area., La breohe, France. 0928- Opened bow doors and 
lowered ramp to be ready to unload as soon as the tide goes out~ 09)0- Secured 
apeoia.l sea detail and set condition II watch, LST-J61 is beaohed on our port 
side~ 09)5 - LST-)07 beached on our stbd. side ·65 yards distant. 09)8- LST-26{ 
beached on etbd side or LST-)07, 50 yds. distant. 0950 - LST-)47 beached on stbc 
side of I.ST-~6$, 50 yds. distant. 0958 - L'3'1'-)56 beached on stbd. side or I.ST-
347, 65 yds. distant. 1010- LST-360 beached on stbd side of LST-356, 65 yds. 
distant. 1020 - ~ommencedloft-loading vehicles - and British Troops or the Mon
mouthshire Regiment - Depth or water at our ramp about 2 feet. 1030 - British 
Cruiser about 2 miles ott beach is shelling objectives inland or the beach, 
1040 - Tank deok is unloaded and starting to unload main deok, 1120 - LST-307 
was hit by shell from the beaoh in direction or OUISTREHAM. Shell entered port 
aid~ or wardroom - · ~asualties observed beil~ carried off on · strebCher.a - Her 
main deck is still loaded, llJO - •lnother shell paased overhead. · 1132 .- shell 
landed 50 yds. oft our stern. 1133 - We out loose our barrage balloons as 
enemy battery seems to be getting our range from them, 1134 - _Shell lande~ 
on our stbd quarter 50 yds, distant. 11)5- Continuous shelling or the seven 

. l.STs on the beaoh including this ship. 1140 - LST-)07 hit again. 1145 - Other 
LSTs have abandoned their ~lips to seek shelter on beach. All our vehioles and . 
troops are un1oaded. ~· ~. ~9.-. 

Jas, U. DODSON, Jr. 
Lieut. ( jg) , USN U 

llaOO - T.his ship received a direct hit on port bow; shell entered A208L about 
one foot above deok and three teet art or bulkhead at frame 13, leu ing hole 
about tour teet by two feet and cutting degaussing oable ''A". This compartment i 
directly above forward (port) magazin~. 1220 - It is impossible to determine 
whether smoldering tire has been started in (port) forward Dlagazine sinoe inside 
of ship is ·filled with smoke,suoked in by ventilating system,rrom smoke screen 
being laid around us. 1220 - Sprinkler system on forward (pprt) magazine 
rendereQ.. inoperative by shell hit. 12)0 - Forward (port) magazine flooded by 
overflow tram ballast tank. 12) 0 - There are no casualties aboard this ship. 
Other LSTs have suffered casualties and are transterring · them to beach. 1240-
Shelling, whioh has been continuous tor the past eighty minutes has ceased. 1315 
~"'urther inspection of ship shows 3 holes about 1 in, in diameter in C-419V and · 
three small holes in steering engine room - received from a near miss ott stern. 
These are being repaired ~ shipfitter. All other LSTs beached in this area are 
believed to have evacuated. 1315 - Shelling has started again, and shells are 
hitting on both sides and astern or this ship - within a tew yards. 1325 -
Received another direct hit amidship on main · deok. Several casualties were 
suttered among RAMC personnel attached to ship, , who were cleaning out tank 
deck in preparation for receiving casualties, at the time shell hit. 1)26 -
Captain gave orders to evacuate ship until such a time when shelling ceases and/ 
or it is possible to re·traot. 1))0 - Heceived another direct hit. 1)40 - Ins
pection by MYHEN, Q.Mlo, revealed all hands evacuated. Casualties carried to 
dressing station on beaoh. 1 ':\1.-. - H .. .. __ _ , - ~ u. · 
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DO - 2000: 
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ADDITIONAL REMARKS 

about four Dliles to seaward a~e ·rlrlng book. 1545 - LST-J56 has retracted. 
1$50 - Speoial sea detail set, and becan~:proparations for getti~ underway. 
1559 - lJow ramp raised and doors closed forward, anohor sooured for eea. 
1600 - All preparations for getting underway completed. Heaving around o~ 
stern anchor and backing fu on both n ines - attempting to retract. 

uyn c. nM~ 
Lieut. ( Jg), USNR. 

16oO - Atteolptlng to retract frorB SWOHD Beach. 1615 - All l.STs on this beach 
have retracted with the exception of this ship. 1630 - .Retracting from beBOh 
and proceeding to anchorage. 1640 - Heceived orders to anchor on western end or 
Goosebucy from :LOH-269. 1700 - Vropped bow anchor. 1710 - Anchored in Bay nA__ -· 
Seine about.li miles frorB ~each orr Lyon, l''rance, in (I fathoms of water witjh ,. r-' '\ 
JO fathoms of chain to bow anchor. LSTs )07, )60, 266, 331, )56, are anchor~a 
nearby. 1930 - Tested general ulann and tank apace horn. General alarm func
tions on some stations, tank space ala.rrn. does not function at all. Whistle 
does not work due to ruptured ai~~~:4C~ . e~~~~ .. . 

Lieut. ( jg),, USNR 
I 

2000 - Damage report is to be appended later. Mustered crew on stations. 
No absentees of crew. .!!'our rnen of Dritiah Corpmen ntill on beach. Casualty 
report will be appended. 2010 - Shells are landing close. daptain gave 
orders to get underway hrnediatoly to surer anchorage. 2015 - Anchors aweigh 
and proceeding to anohorngo further away to try to get out of range of enemy 
guns. 2026 - Dropped bow anchor. 20)0 - J\nchored about 2 miles from the 
bench orr Lue-tlur-I.ter, .t'rence, SWORD i\rea, in ·6 fathoms of water, with 35 · 
:fathoms of -chain. to the bow anchor. 21.10 - liri tish oroft Q-903 came along
side. Officer came aboard and inspected daosge. 2340 - Large rire started on 
the beach towards the center ~~~:/!!.~~ll)}J area. · 

vt: JH. ;}l{~ 
Ensign , USN U . 

Casualty Heport is as follows: HANWAY, A.P., Copt. lJJlJJ, s.w. left leg 
and scalp, Evacuated to hoopltnl in UK; DAVIES, 'l'.G., Cpl. 7516)69, s.w. left 
arm, Evacuated to hospital in UK; .JONES, 'l'.L., Pte., 7)88548, Traumatic Amp. 
L. J..eg, Evacuated to beach dressing Station, France; JENKINS, G., Pt·e. 7359042 

. S.VI. Left ,Leg, :tvaouated to hospltul in UK; IlliWJo~H,_ 11., l'te., 7368167, ~fultiple' 
S.W.s, Evacuated to hospital in UK; MJ\n:s, J!'.W., l'te., 7)45.069, .Small ::i.W. Left 
Groin, Evacuated to hospital in UK;MUNDAY, O., l'te. 14)98817, S.W. Hight Leg 
Evacuated to lJeach Dressing Station, !<'ranee; PltHECE, Jl., .Pte., 7394462, s.w: 
!tight Knee, Evacuated to hospital in UK; :!OSBOUUN, E., Pte., 14)580)2, ::i,W. Right 
J?tee, Evacuated to Hosp. in UK; LLOYD,~~., .1-'te., 7)884)7, S.Yl • .Uight Thigh, 
Evacuated to hosplt al . in UK;HOYLF., ~., l~ta. 7)881.22, ::; .w. Left Ankle, Evacuated 
to hospital in UK; ~MI'IH, J., l'te ., 7)90151, s.w. »oth Legs, Evacuated to Beach 
Dressi~ Stution - .lirnnoe· ; JONEfJ, J .u., Pte., 737484), s.w. Scapula Region 
Evacuated to Bench Dreaaiq; Station - .l!'rnnoe. ' 

W. G. NEWHARD, 
Uolllbaanding 

/ I 
I , 
~~':::. , 

Arr'AO\IC:Dt 
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- _600: 

ADDITIONAL REMARKS 

determined on return to -ship by Lt.(jgJ J..l!;TKTiviAN and Myron, M.S.,Q].1lc: 
Main Deck just forward of cargo hatch; Po':rt sido ballast tank - l ft. diameter; 
Boat deck into galley - 4 ft. dian~ter; ~ort side main deck into C202L - 4 ft. 
diameter; 50 - small holes portside into wardroom and officers quarters; Five 
small holes above water line on port side - amidships; eleven small . holes in 
void tank below steering engine roam - Following is a report of damage caused 
by the enemy ahelling: Shrapnel holes in port shaft alley; Eleven (11) shrapnel 
holes in tank C-419V.; Shell hole-labout 2ft. square) on top side Rft frame 
)6 - Compartment C202L. Degauss!~ cable severed. Port main engine exhaust pipe 
damaged; Shell hole in port side \about J ft. by 2 ft.) compartment A208L, aft 
of frame No. lJ - degaussing cable severed; Handy billy daomged by shrapnel; 
Small bon t No. ·2 soverely damaged by shrapnel; Haft No. 6 severely damaged by 
shrapnel· Yloatnet on ~o. 6 ro~t damaged by shrapnel; Shell hole (about 2 ft. 
square) ~n main deck forward of frame No.· 26 - frame No. 28 damaged - salt water 
flushing system pipe immediately forward of rrame· no. 28 severed - ship's service 
air line inmediately rorward of frame no. 28 severed; Shrapnel hole in tank deck 
directly under .Frame No. 28; ~hrapnel hole in tw1k deck directly under Frame No • 
.30; Boat davits on port side.damaged by shrapnel (extent of damage such as to make 
operation of port davits impossible); Hart No. 8 danmged by shrapnel; Approximately . 
seventy (70) shrapnel holes in superotructure between )'rames Nos. 34 and 38; Fire 
hose leading .t'rau ·rire main C34I damaged by shrapnel - gate valve on C34I Fire .Main 
Auxiliary intake damaged by shrapnel - Fire hose (art boat deck) damged by 
shrapnel• one hundred fifty (1~ fathoms six (6") inoh manila damaged by shrapnel; 
Fire hoe~ leading from fire main C24S damaged by shrapnel; Life line on ·starboard 
side daroo.ged by shrapnal; Lire ring aft or Raft ''o. 3 damaged by shrapnel; Water 
"breaker on No. 1 Hart da.l!llged "by shrapnel; No. 2 lire raft damaged by shrapnel; 
Shrapnel holes in port side of steering engine room; Emergency ration contain~ 
on No. 10 Raft damaged by shrQ~nel; Vent pipe fran 0419 tank damaged by shrapnel; 
Shell hole (about 4 ft. square) in boat deck directly above galley- Charlie 
Noble damaged - galley range damaged - bake oven damaged; Shrapnel holes on No. 
01-40-1 and 01-40-2 tonk deck blowers; Shrapnel hole in nft support of star-
board boat davit; Shrapnel hole in mast; After mast guy wi.re severed - port 
mast guy wire partly severed; · All signal halyards donmgad - flae bag damaged -
and one set of signal flags damaged; Shrapnel holes in "PA" speaker; Shrapnel 
holes in boiler smoke stack; ShrHpnel holes in conning tower; Shrapnel holes in 

· port side (about 1" d:ia.) compartment A2Q6L forward of l''raroo No. 11; No. 7-
20 MM .randy box darmged .by shrapnel - llo• 4 - 40~1.t breech casing damaged by shrapnel 
No. 10 - 20J..flt allJTlunition ready box damagod by shrapnel; No. 15- 40Lt.1 breech case, 
one sight, automatic loaded cover, gun cover, and an•nunition ready box damaged by 
shrapnel; No. 16 - 40MII gun cover, aam1unition ready box, and splinter shiel:d 
damaged by shrapnel; 7000 rounds of .45 cal; 5000 rounds .30 cal - and 13 belts 
of .)0 cal.- ror machine gun, wet; Pyrotechnic looker, and all · contents destroyed 
by shrapnel; Spare parts locker , a rxl line throw! ng gun 2" damaged by shrapnel ; 
No. 18 - 40MM nrurnunition canvas cover damaged by shrapnel; Smoke generator damaged 
by shrapnel; Forward 20MM magazine ,room (port) flooded with water; twenty six 
(26) 20 Lf·l magazines.subn1erged in solt v1ater; Two (2) Spare barrel protective 
canvas covers damaged; 40 l1l.l spare harrell llo. 411)8 dai!Bged by shrapnel; Att 
40l>M magazine jllrtly .flooded; Armory door daroaged ·by shrapnel; Battle telephone 
helmet damaged by shrapnel; All electriool cables and wiring immediat~ly forward 
of Frame No, 28 severed; Electrical wiring in Wardroom damaged by shrapnel - Hct. 
plate and toaster · damaged by shrapnel (wardroom}; Galley exlmust fan and · motor · 
~amaged by shrapnel; All electrical cables and wiring directly above galley 
range severed; RecogAition light cable severed; All recognition light wires 
damaged; . .Blinker sigml lamp damaged by shrapnel; Gyro com pas~ out of com
mission; Blower ~x motor (rwd troop spaces port side) d~maged by shrapnel. 
1)46- Shelling has ceased. 14.30- ~hief SCHAUF, SCOTI'; P.F., HEGEMEYER,P.L., 
returned and turne4 off generators, secured manhole in steering engine room and 
made hatch wnter tight. 14.30 - Tide is now flooding. 11•45 - Captain returned 
aboard. ·Temporary repairs made to holes in compartment C-419-V. 1510 - Captain 
gave orders for all hands to return a board. 1513 - JQl hands aboard except 6 
Bri tiah Medical ~orpmen. 1515 - 0 helling evidently by some enemy shore battery 
started again. Firing seems to be more ropid than before. Shells falling very 
close. 1517 - LST-266, second ship on atbd side, suffered a direc~ hit. 1520 -
ships on our starboard s~de have sustained several direct hits in dast five 
minutes. 1534 - Shelling has continued at a rapid rate - several near misses on· 
our port and starboard • . Judging from the near misses on our starboard side, it 
would seem that the projectiles are traveling a high trajectory - · The battery 
is firing from our port side. 15)5 - LST-)07 received another direct hit. 
1545 - l{apid firing from enemy shore batterv contJ nn1Ha. t! ... d., .. -- ~- .. ..., __ .. __ ____ _ -
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) -
0 - .0400: Anchored about 2 1ulles from the beach of Luc-Sur-Mer, lt,rance, . SWORD Area ·or 

Oper~tion NEPTUNE in 6 fath~ts or water with 35 fathoms or chain out to bow 
anchor. The ship is 1n the following oond.ition otter having sustained 5 direct 
hits and several near misses or H.~. projectiles, probably l55MM, during the 
afternoon of 15 June: Uegaussing cables out in at least two places; holes above 
and below water line on port side, 2 holes in main deck; hole in boat deck art, 

' electric cables severed in numerous places, C-419V partially flooded; magazine ' 
on port side forward flooded and later drained; galley range riddled by HE, #4 
40MM damaged so it cannot be fired. The master gyro is out of order. This ·.area 
or ~y 6T1ferne ls occup"!Cllt' by.~nunerous major and minor warships of the Allied 

fy\ f Nations. Some of the US LSTs anchored 1n this area are~ 266, 307, JJl, J47,J56, 
and )60. We are standing by awaiting orders to return to the United Kingdom. 

~l? b1fVlThree section gun watches and steaming watch set. Received yellow alert at 0000. 
M fire to the north. l!'our enemy airora~t caught· in searchlights. Heavy AA direct
ed at planes caught in cone or searchlights - One plane possibly shot down. Oar 
guns did not open fire, Planes out or range. .At 0105 - Ueceived message by radio 
that parachute mines and glider bombs dropped. Continued AA fire until 0210 when 
white SWORD received by radio. We made smoke during the raid. At 0325 - received 
yellow alert. AA fire put up by shore batteries. 0)40 - Unidentified white light 
passing in the sky oft our stern to sturboor~ beam at a distance. 0)42 - Received 
white SWORD. G\ ~ ~ 

R. N. CIAIOLA, 
l.ieut. ( Jg), UWR 

- 0800: Anchored as bei'ore: 04o6 - Shells bursts observed over the beach abeam to pert. 
0410 - Started making snoke on signal by radio. 0415 - Our searchlights on the 
beach are active trying to spot enemy planes, but low cloud ceiling is making 
it dlti'ioult. 0445 - Stopped making smoke on signal by radio. Much AA 1'1re over 
beach. 0450 - Searchlights went out. 0520 - Reueived radio signal to be on 
lookout for pilot :r~&ating in water from westward. o6oo - Observed glider bomb 
to seaward,· approaching beach on our port qu~rter way out ·or our range, and followed 
it with glasses till it came down at 45° angle and exploded close to Free French 
Battleship lying close to QUEEN RED Beach, ·SWORD Area. 06)0 - Observed ME-109 

· approaching beach from seaward distant about J miles, elevation about · 2500 feet
No ship opened . rire on him and he disappeare~ in clouds. 0655 ,- · Cruisers and 
Dest~oy~rs opened fire on beach~efd r~-~~~. 

· · (/lAJas. H. DODSON, Jr. 
Lieut. (Jg), USNR 

- 1200: 0800 - Mustered crew on stations - no absentees. 0615 - Received message trom 
British Destroyer L-27 to proceed and report to Captain North-bound sailing ror 
further sailing orders·. 08)9 - Underway in company with US LST )07, 347, J56, )60 
and British LST-215 and 16). 0925 - Gyro repeaters synoronized. Electrician 
reported -collUilentators were rubbing on field poles. This trouble remedied and 
bearings cleaned. 0927 - Dropped bow anchor about 1 011. SSE of HMS DACHES, in 
lJ fathorus water, with 75 fathoms of chain out. Orders !'rom IIMS Dl\.CRES to await 
1600 convoy. 'l'he above mentioned LS'i's have anchored in vicinity. 0930 - l'illed 
ballast tank A~40W, approximatel~r~?~~s bal~ast. 

: Vr.'~ 
LieuUnant (Jg), USNR 

- 1600: 1445 - US LSTs 1, 165, 264, 505 and J British LSTs stood into harbort 1535 
received . signal HMS LST-215 to be undorway at 1545. 1558 - Anchor aweigh and 
underway ;~n convoy or 9 LSTs. British 215 Is.o.), 16J, us 2, 226, 307, )08, 
JJl, J47, and J56, our position 1-J. Convoy escorts, Destroyer G-46, Corvette 
~J. ~-/ . 

.. ~~ ~1. TREAD~ 
Lieut. (Jg), UffiR 

~000: i604 - Secured special sea detail. Set ~ondition II watch. We have no de
gaussing "A" cable out in yesterdays o. ttack. 1610 - We are . steering on course 
J40 PGC. 16J5 - ~assed 58-G buoy abeam to port. 1715 - Passed 58F buoy abeam 
to port. 1750 - LSTs 212, 327 passed abeam to stbd beading toward France. · 1750 -
Passed buoy 56-E abeam to port and altered course to JJ8 PGC. 1900 - Passed 
buoy 58-~ abeam to port and altered course ;o J2~ ~GC. 1922 - Passed buoy 58-B 
abeam to port. ~~~ 

L. H. ~lAI.T. _ 
~VIIDo 

' . 
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'EXCli!RFTS :tBOl.I 'j_'HE LOG OF US3 LS'I'-2 

, . 
JULY 11 I 1%-3 

1000 - LQT-197 alongside to assist in unloa.ding . 'l'his LCT had a 
hole in starboard below Whter line giving her a deep draft. 
1005 - WT-490 shoved off from side havi~ received 2000 gallons 
of fuel oil and 700 gallons of v:ater. 
1025 - LCT-197 shoved off for beach with fiv e ( 5) tanks. 
1100 - Beac.hmaster came aboard requestinG tlta t t tmks be unloaded 
as fast aspossible, as they were ur g ently nee d ed. 
1115 - Six (o) l·:J!:-109 l)lanes overhead; i'ired on lJy ship's (,L) 
battery. 
1145 - Italian planes overhead - fired on by ship's (.fu~) Eattery. 
1221 - ~~o (2) Italian planes attacked this vessel, strafing and 
bombing. TWo ( 2) bombs dropping 25 yards off port quarter and 
wound~g Commanding Officer of :WT-197 with 50 Cal. bullet through 
leg. One of these planes ·was seen to drop behind sand hill ahead of 
ship leavin.5 trail of smol;:e. 
1530 - Three (3) enemy planes crossed bow. 
1540 - Large group, approximately 30, Heinkel Bombers f'lew across 
transport area dropping a e;reat number of bombs; one (l) transport 
and Liberty ship JOHN HOVIAlT being hit. 
1640 - Large group of enemy bombers seen over G.0L:'l... 
1705 - Liberty Ship JOID\l HOWAN blew up sending up large volwaes of 
smoke from burning gas and explcxl ing arumuni tion. 
1715 - LCT-491 left bow with last of ca.rgo. 
1720 - Underway to anchor further off shore. 
1801 - Anchored one and one-half ( 1 ~ ) miles off Blue Beach 67. 
1843 - Underway on orders CTG 80.6 to .come a longs id..e and moor to 
starboard side of USS ORIZABA in order to take aboard her cargo. 
1925 - .Alongside USS ORIZA~~A in strong wind, i'arce three ( 3). 
Ship difficult to handle on account of light draft and bow ·fell off 
hitting USS ORIZAbA, damaging her accomodation ladder; no de.mange to 
this vessel. 
2015 - Air attack - No damage. 
2210 - Air attack, planes f'irst dropping flares am follov1ing vJith 
bombing. One (lJ bomb drop.f' ing several hun C:ir e d yards off staruoard 

· bow. 

JULY 12, 1 9~) 

0000 - Hoored to USS CHI6u . .t'~ as before, loadint c9.rgo. 
1630 - Army personnel ani iU'IilY survivors 1'ror.1 liberty ship JOHN 
ROWAN taken aboard for transportation to bee.ch. 
1703 - Lines cast of'f USS ORIZM~1.· Underv-~ay to Blue Beach 67 to 
discharge cargo. 
17 35 - EnEI!ly planes overhead. 
17 40 - Anchored off beach with stern anchor • 
1743 ~ Enemy planes overhead. 
1751 - io.ir attack by three ( 3) ~ .J!:-109-l.:' s; ·Ghis vessel's (,;"u.i.) fire 

.. ·.,. _.drove ·two(2) off, the third continued in and v:as cuu: ht in our tire 
,. ~ .. ;e.n.o..· 'fell. in 'flames behind beach hills. · 

.to ·: beach .s.)lip as ordered by beachmaster. 
-.~-····-"', 'a. ship at standard speed; it coming up quite fast, 

.... . ' Sane deck cargo. No one injured. Vessel stranded on bar off 
· beach th 100 yards between bow and beach, about eight (8) feet of 
water off bow ramp, 200 feet stern cable out. 
2035 - Started unloading cargo overside and over bow ramp to LCLs. 

r.1\ 
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ACTION REPORT 

USS LST-2 

It is believed that a much clearer picture of the events 
occurring the lOth of July to the l)th inclusive can be given 
by generalizing in a written account than by the farms put out. 
This vessel has no tracking or detecting equipment and to fill 
in the form with the various bearings, ranges, altitudes, and 
times, would merely confuse the picture; and sine e there were 
so many attackes occurring in such a short time, no complete 
data could be kept as to the ammUnition fired at each group of 
planes. The records were further confused by the Army JUl guns 
placed on our deck for transportation and manned by them during 
some of these attacks. 

The equipment stood up very ·well. We have the l.1k 14 sights 
mounted on our 20mra, and their effectiveness hasn't been proven. 
Most of the planes v1ere out of range of the 20's, and the gunners 
couldn't see the planes through the reticel. · The sights them
selves .vibratecl considerably making it more dif f icult. The con
verter for t-vvo of them burned up, so naw two 20mm are using 
tracers only, but haven't had the opportunity to shoot them since. 
The gunners don't like them, and one has been known to look over 
or around the sight.t?-nd depend on tracers. He had several jams, 
but they were cleared quick enough to permit firing again in the 
same action. Host of the jams were caused by faulty loading of 
magazine. 'l1he face piece didn't pick up the round. In one case 
the lower lip of the face piece was bent back. In · another, the 
f' a ce piece picked it up enough to force it into the breech, but 
lip held it away from the striker and it jammed. Only tv10 ( 2) 
face pieces were broken. No other equipment failed. 

Some of the 40mm clips were bent, and failed to slide out, 
but by juggling, and pushing they were forced through. The 40mm 
fired 70 rounds continuously one night with no interruptions. 

'rhe ammunition was excellent, and we had no duds or mis
fires on that account. 

·.AMMUNITION EXPENDED 

Ju1;y: 10 · · Jul~ 11 · Ju1;:t 12 Total 

20nun 900 rds~ · "2760 ·.rd.s. "484 rds~ · 4684 rds. 
40mm 35 rds. 268 rds. 157 rds. 460 rds. 

3"50 5 rds. 25 rds. 8 rds. 38 rds. 

.. , . . ~·-"*· ··•::::··· 



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

December 29, 1945 

!'J.Y dear Mr. Marshall: 

I have addressed this letter to reach y:u after 
all the formalities of your separation from active service 
are completed. I have done so because, without fc~lity but 
as clearly as I know bow to say it, I want the NaVJ's pride in 
you, which it is my privilege to express, to re~ into your 
oivil life and to remain with you always. 

You have served in the greatest Navy in the world. 

It crushed two enemy fleets at once. receiving their 
surrenders only four months apart. 

It brought our land-based airpower withj .. bombing 
range of the enemy. and set our ground armies 0::1 t!:e beachheads 
of final victory. 

It performed the multitude of tasks necessary to 
support these military , operations~ 

No other Navy at any time has done eo ~ch. For 
your part in these achievements you deserve to t& ;roud as 
long as you live.' The Nation which y~u served et e time of 
crisis will remember you with gratitude. 

The best wishes of the Navy go with ycc into civilian 
life. Good. luck! 

Mr. Eldridge Marshall 
Route 2 
Ararat, Virginia 

Sincerely yours. 

~~~~ 
0 James Forrestal 



,\tb ~ tut.e.s .8 
~ ~ u.s.s. SARSFiw (w-s37J I; I h 

Sa.trAfj.RiJJ. (VV-837) ~ &W.. ciaut on 15 Jan.ua!CIJ 1945 by :the 1?a.th I1t0n Cl.btr.k6 Canpmy, eatlt, MU.ne; .em.mdl.ed on 27 11WJ 7945; and 
corm0.JJ.>.,i.cm.ed a;t Bo6.ton N:tvat Shi..pya!TJ:i. on 31 Jul.ij 1945, CamrmdeJt Hepl::vM A. P.t.elr.c.e ..i.n c.cmmnd. 

Salr.A6J..mi I.XJiled, on 24 N.Jgw.;t, 6olt GtW!itJmamJ fuy, Cuba.; and -5haked.crm. :tJc.a.&W!g. She 1tei:LtM.ed. to Bo.6.ton on 30 Sep:tembeJt. On 1 
Fehtwa.tuj 1946, Sa.Mfj.RiJJ. M.i.i..ed 6ttom Ne.o YO!tk bowui 0o1t Key WeM., FRntr.i...da. She aNW.led ..&!. Key WeM. on 4 Febtwa!r.y to beg..i.n 00 dwuieJ.J wUh 
:the ()pe;ta,ti.onal VeJJelopnent F01tc.e .fuCP.ted :the~te. Fwm 9 to 14 FelYcuoJuj 1947; -5he c.onducted opeJr..ationi.J 6olt the Urrd~eJt Sowui LaboJta.to~tY 
at. Nw London, Conn~, Qltcm 3 Sep:tembeJt 7953 WttU. 18 OctobeJt N5"4; tmd opeJta:ted out o6 Nev.potvt, Rhode I~, be;tween 8 Jul.ij and 4 
N.Jgw.;t 1955. In 1956, -5he emf:mr.ked VIP'-5 6olt ASJJ derrrm.&fJr..a.twni.J out o6 Key WMt and, ..&!. 1957, wuieJWJent oveJr.haul. at the Nott6o.ek M:tvy Ya.ltd. 
On 6 FehfUJ.a/Uj 1958, -5he jomed un.i.t6 o6 E-5c.otvt Squad1t0n 14 at. Cho.Jr1Mton. She depatrj:.ed Cho.Jr1Mton on 5 Jan.ua!CIJ 1959 and coru:JJ.cled 6J.»e 
r.ve.eM o6 "-eOitMheJt ~ out. o6 ~ fuy, Cuba.. Thv., errpeoyment, tu:tU1g -5ubm!r.J.ne ddectton and d~n dw.i..c.M, con.tiJ'lued 
WttU. Jan.ua!CIJ 1961. In Sep:tembm 1961, SaM6J._d.d took ~n ..i.n the~ a6 ltet!UVWJ -5/Up 6olt Pltoject MeJrm!Uj. 

In Jan.UD.!UJ 1962, -5he aga...&t took ~n 6olt PJtOject MeJr.CJJ!Uj, .:thi.J.J ;tUne o66 the c.oo.M. o6 A6W.O... In June 1963, -5he lttteived -5WeJWi. new 
OJeO.f.XJni.J -5y-5t~, ~ ~~ and DASH. She CJUJL6ed :the Ca.tU.bbe.an and :then 1tei:LtM.ed to Key WeM. and :the (}peJt.a.ti..onal Tellt and 
E~n Veta.chrnent. Thv., errr.;eo!P'ent c.on:tJ..nv.tld un;t).J.. 1966. On 15 Jul.ij, -5he aga...&t c.cmnenc.ed oveJr.haul.. The. oveJr.haul. l.ttt6 c..oov:;tded on 30 
Janua.~ty 1967; and, by 7 FebfUJ.a/Uj, -5he ~ bJ.ck m Key WeM.. · In 1968, -5he opeJta:ted o66 :the Vhr.g.&U.a. Capell and m :the Ca!Ubbe.an. On 10 
Janua.~ty 1969, -5he .a.ltlrJ.J.Jed ..&!. M:lyJXJ'Vt, F.futr.i...da. Sa.MOJ..mi 1tem:Wted m :the «£.6.teJr.n hRm.UpheJte 6olt ail. oo 7969 and 1970. In Jan.ua!CIJ 1971, 
Sa.MfrW.d agam deployed to :the Wddte Ea.6t, ente1Ung the Irdi..an Oc.e.an ..&!. FehfUJ.a/Uj. T?Jj 29 JUYt,e, -5he l.ttt6 badl. at llayrxJtvt. 

On 13 A,Yc).1 1972, -5he got undeJUJ.mj oolt an. mti.Jr.ehj dL66eJtent deployment. PltOc.eeding v-ia :the Panantt Ca.nal, -5he a.tr.!W.Jed m SubJ..c. fuy, 
P. I., on 11 M:uj. Th!toughout :the &mne~t, Sa.MOJ..mi pU2.d :the «.tlteM o6 :the Gul6 o6 Torr.!Un. She depalri:.ed :the gun.t.ine on 12 Sep:teniJeJt; 
-5topped at Horrg Korrg 6olt ~ day6 o6 .ubeJLty ( 15 to 21 Sep:tembeJr.) and at Yoko6uka., Japan., 0o1t 0oU!l do.y-5 (25 j:o 29 SepteniJeJt); and .then., got 
undeJWJ'Jlf to 1tetlt!r.n to :the UnU:.ed sta,teJ.J. She enteJr.ed San V)_ego on 13 OctobeJt, :tJw.nJ.J.;ted the PctUmtl Ca.na1 on 21 OctobeJt, and lteenteJted 
M:lyJXJ'Vt on .the 25th. On 29 M:1y 1973, 6he LIJUghed andw1t to jo..i.n .the 6th F.te.d ht the MedileMD.n.e.an. She M.J.i..ed c.uWt the 6th FR.ut; until. 
22 Sep:tembeJt, «hen -5he pUY.J ed .thltough .the ~ o6 Gi.blto.J;talt to jom U\ TO unli.6. lateJr., at the ou;tb,wlk o6 the Nr.ah- I61ta.eli. Wl1t, -5he 
depalri:.ed Scoteanri to lteenteJt the MedLteMD.n.e.an wUh John F. Kennedy (CVA-67 J. SaM6i..ei4 pu;t ..i.nto AthenJ.J, Glteec.e, on 14 f.VvembeJt. 

On 18 NovembeJt, -5he ~ oltdeJted. to 1tejo..i.n John F. Kennedy oO"- .the voyage f:x1.c.k to the Un.U:ed stateLJ. She a!VWJed at. M:lyJXJ!t,C on 1 
VecerrbeJt and -5pent .the 1tellt o6 1973 ..&!. a. ~ and R.R.a.ve ~. In M:1y 1974 -5he lteJ.Jr.med. Ate.aYritJ..c. -5eo.boa!TJ:i. ope~Ult.Wni.J. SaMfri.-e1ii 
con.tiJ'lued. jJJ opeMte out o6 M:lyJXJ'Vt rmti.1.. · · '· 

Sa.Mfri.-e1ii wrned. one ba,t,:tle 6taJr. 0o1t -5eJtv.i..c.e ht the V..{.e.tnam Clair... 



MATTHFW 27 :45-56 
THE TERRIBLE COST OF FREEDOM ••• Dark days that I remember when some 
one tried to away our freedom . 

Sept . I , I939• •• Roby McCraw and I. ••• Mr . Gus Simmon s 
Dec . 7 , I94I My -Motfier and I.~ . PEARL HARBOR ••.. ·Two sons ,. 

DARK DAYS THAT I REMEMBER TO TRY TO KEEP OUR ' FREEDOM •.• JULYHQ , I9~J. 
TWO SHIPS SUNK NOT FAR FROM OURS 

mRAGIC MISTAKE ••• Two nights after the initial drop , Gen . Patton ordered 
the remainder of the 82nd Airborne t6 SICILY . This proved to be one of the 
most Tragic-Administrative Mistakes of WWII. 

As the tranPport planes approached the beach , they passed over an 
AMFRICAN flotilla of Shi ps Etill at their battle stations following a 
GERMAN bomber attack . Ae the I44 troop transports carrying 2 ,304 men of 
the 504th Parashute Regimental Combat Team approached , ·Allied anti- craft 
batteries mi~-took them for German bombers . So~3I8 American paratroopers 
and score~ or Alr crew members . k.ll d h t tal 23 c -47 

we~e l e w en a o s were 
shot down oy friendly fire • VANCE HALLMAN •••• Mitchel Street . 

Sept . 9 , I943 ••••• ?nd , · Ship to'hit beach at SALERNO 
Ship sunk beside eurs . 

JUNE 6 , I944 D- Day • • •• Normandy FRANCE ••• The Greatest Assault Force 
ever aPsambled •••• Sword Beach •• 

JUNE I5 , I944 •••• ~ •••• Evacuate Ship . 

g :r; ~· 1~_, · j~.M~; :~~~soe~~(f~7t~fQ~ter . 
JESUS sai d t6 ' {Se fisherman come follow me ,, .Also to the Tax- collec

tors come fol low ,me ·. He took them as He found them and di d them all good . 

He came t o give new life . To forgive sinners . To give sight Wo the blind. 
To cure or heal the Demoniac . To forgive the Woman caught in the very 
act of adultery . To make an Evangelist of the Wo~n at the Well . 

THFN THE PEOPLE GATHERED INTO· JERUSALEM FOR THE PASSOVER 

WERE YOU THERE The reli gious peopie were t~~; The Priest ••• 
The \ anhe,drin ••. Th~ HY,poc:::-i tes,~ •• The E)a_dd1fcees .. • The Phari~e.es . :'- •• 
The Soldiere •••• The Harlots ••• The Cambleres ••• 

The groupe had gathered from fa~ and w:l,.de , .. in Jerusalem to Worshi p. 
Under· trumped up . chinge? against ~~sus~ the crowQ. tlirn.ed i nto ·M,ob Vi olence , 
and they began t o· shout .. CRUC:at'Y HIM. : .CRU:tCIFY HIM·.. . . . . 

On thier way to GOLGOTHIA 1 ·Simon of Cyrene ·was compelled t o 
carry the Crose f or J esus . That may be the last ki nd deed ever done 
for Je sus • 

THE PENITENT THIEF • . . LUKE 23 :39-43 . " THE MODEL PENITENT", 
Rebuked hi s f i nful companlon Luke 2) :40 

Confessed , hi s 0wn f in , Luke · 23 :4I . 
Declared Chr ist to be sinless ,Luke 23 :4I . 

Exhi bited Wonderful Faith ,Luke 23 :42 . 
Confessed Christ , calli ng Hi m LOrd , Made a model 
Prayer , L~e 23 :42 ' 

Recieved. 'an immediate. 'ans~er , ·.Luke . 23:43 . 
May have been ±he las t kind word ever spoken to Jesus , 

Wa ::: by the PENITENT THEIF . 



TO GIVE TRUE FREEDOM 
GOD alloes us · to make co9tces , Rem~~ber the Y9¥Pger Son ~n the 15th 

chapter of the . Book of Luke . , The Father yi~lds to the wishes 
You remember what happened . 

LET ME WARN YOU ABOUT MAKING WISHES, THEY MAY COME TRUE 
· PAUL BRUNNER .•.. AND MYSELF 

HITLER tried to take away our freedom , •• Loo~ at the des truction he saw 
and then commi ted · ~uicide , · buried in a bome era tor . -- - ·· 

MUSSOLlNA -SHOT BY HIS OWN PEOPLE ••• 
AND ):mng up_.- by tJ::le heels for his people walk by_ :and sp_i t on •• 

HEROD IN THE BOOK 9- OF ACTS_ ·I ? :2I-23 
Being a t+uePOLITICAN w~nted to please both . the_ Romans and the J ews . 
After putting James to death and_he saw that , it p~~~s~d the _J ews he 
planned to put Peter to death ~lso . 

You remember what happeneq , the Church m~t . ~nd prayed , th~n a 
miracle happened , Peter was let out of P+ision by an 4ng~l . 
You r emember what hap:p~ned to -Her.od • .':"P~cause h~ . would :t;tot give God the 
glQty :and was. -eq.ton by r.fQ+ms , and gq.ye up the ghost". 

ACTS IO : Cornelius prayed about the ninth hour •••• 

Next~ay about the sixth hour Peter prayed •• 
Both seeing visions ••• 

Nov back to the Passover in Jerusalem. 

The r arke<- t day the world has eYer known . When s in at mts worst , 
met Love at its greates t . · 

·THE SUN WAS f'-0 A SMMED OF WHAT THE ·MOB WAS. DOING TO ' ITS CREIXTOR 
Tl:IA'f' IT Hill ITS FACE ' FC)R THREE HOURS~ ' 

"A~d , behold , the veil·- of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
th~ bottom ; and the earth did quake , and the rocks rent ;" ' 
"And the gravee were · opened ;" 

SINS OF OUR NATION It seems_- that we a s individuals , .asgroupes 
and a E a Nation need to turnto the Lord in Prayer . · 

2Chron. 7: I4. ..... ISAIAH 38 : I-5';Hez ekiah~ ••• 

Matt . II:28- JO invites you to co~e ••••• Rev . J :20 • • •• ~tcQ on inside . 

Jesu~ may hav ~ ~id , Jobn , before we close this Book l ets give 
on more invitation .Rev . 22 : i:? ; · 
"And the Spirit and the bride say , Come~ And l et him that heareth 
say ,, Come . And let him that i s atfuirs t come . And whosoever will , 
l et him take the water of life freely"' .-
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Ls:r-: 2.. Pu'l 
Operation Husky: 
Tile Capture of Sicily by Dominic J. Caraccilo 

Dt:(~C!'l~ Jtc/1~ L S;?w De-"J~Sof,f,t;~s 
of the shallow coastal shelves. a tf II fie d 0 u 1:: U/A b 

At 2:45a.m. on July 10, 1943, 15 minutes after para
troopers from the U.S. 505th Parachute Combat Team 
descended upon the southern coast of the island of Sic
ily, U.S. soldiers began wading ashore in what was then 
the largest amphibious assault in modern history. 

The chief of the Mediterranean Fleet, British Adm. 
Andrew Cunningham, described the Allied invasion as 
"the most momentous enterprise of the war ... striking for 
the first time at the enemy in his own land." 

On Sicily, the U.S. established itself as a force to be 
reckoned with at places like Gela, Palermo, and espe
cially Messina. Lt. Gen. George S. Patton permanently 
established the Army's reputation when his newly 
formed 7th U.S. Army won the race against the British 
to the strategic port city of Messina in an attempt to cut 
off the retreating enemy. 

The overall Allied objective was to eliminate Italy from 
the war and gain control of the Mediterranean Sea. Once 
these objectives were met, the Allies could focus their 
attention on the eventual cross-channel assault from 
England onto mainland Eurm. O 

J ~fn~o~~~a C~~ a U ssina on Sicily 
would prevent th~~ treating to the Italian 
mainland. Yet thfiftrait~es§Ull! was so narrow and 
well fortified, thatffiVaderSl>elleV'ea that the only solu-

was to march on Messina by way 

The plan called for three U.S. divisiOns t6lan<fbetween "f r 
Licata and Scoglitti. The British, in turn, would assault TC' kl!.-f!. 
to the right of the U.S. with over four divis_i~ corning rill 
ashore between Sampieri and Syracuse. I~ fV {( -1 /i' If 0 • "l 

Assisting this massive armada ashore were Allied Q lJ ddt~. 
paratroopers and gliders inserted early on the morning n ~. 
of July 10. This force consisted of226 C-47s of the U.S. 0 UQ a 

52nd Troop Carrier ~ 

American paratroope_rs prepare for 
the invasion of Sicily in July 1943. 
Smithsonian Institution 

Wing filled with some J~e~ .. 
3,400 82nd Airborne 
paratroopers. And 109 
American C-47s anrl 35 
British Albermarles of 
the 51st Troop Carrier 
Wing towing 144 Waco 
and Horsa gliders. The 

@:.~=~~:~~::~~::: 
airborne mission was to 
strike tactical objectives 1 .S/-\ M 
to facilitate the following 
seaborne assault. L .5) :3/3 

Patton ordered the J.-1 ·-r-tQ-n/~ 
505th to seize the high 17 \ 1\J 

ground behind Gel a , and l3 u A " l 
Montgomery chose the O N f) uJ{. 
Ponte Grande Bridge near ~ • , / T 
Syracuse as the objective u; ~-~ 
for the British 1st Air- S • Q.. £?.. • 

borne. However, high winds, poor navigation techniques and 
improperly trained air crews scattered the paratroopers all 
over southeastern Sicily, placing only one eighth in their 1"" c 1\ .J.p 
planned drop zones. It was the first night parachute assault ./.. .,.;~ t""r 
conducted by an organized Army and proved to be very con- /'( r:R l:J ~ r 

.....="--""'-"-..31t....~~__,..___--"'-_._..L.=.L...E.=-------~----. fusing and costly to the Allies. Much ~as the ~ 4:1 _,-
same for the British in the east. ~AA.If j' 11J 0 , 

~ ~/\.'" nl~ V-3 
Invasion From the Sea Coinciding H .. r A "lei 

with the airborne assault was a massive ,.s.;·l(i( 
seaborne invasion: the 45th, 1st and 3rd In-
fantry divisions landed at Scoglitti, Gel a and 
Licata, respectively. All told, 66,285 person-
nel, 17,766 tons of equipment and 7,416 ve-
hicles made it ashore. Their objective was to 
move northward and open successively the 
ports of Empedocle, Marsala, Trapani and 
Palermo. 

Other major U.S. units involved in the 

continued on page 18 

Gela wos one of the First Sicilian towns to fall to U.S. 
forces on July 11, 1943. U.S. Army Military History 
Institute 
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fight for Sicily included the 2nd Ar- • . ; AXis uniU:ira'cl(,'de:troyin~ onf-third Of'ffieir ta"nks. Ji 1/.fJI~ 

continued from page 16 

Regiment, the 540th Engineer Shore -trag1c M1stake 1'\vo mghts after the 1rntial drop, . 
mored Division, the 18th Infantry ~,u.uii' JN"9. IN JteA.tJ1ti '1Ae~. • . -r/..BJJ S~ rtr 
Regiment, Force X of Darby's Ranger "~ . · . , . . Patton ordered the remainder of the 82nd Airborne to $a~~ 
Command, the 945-ship Western Na- , Sicily. This proved to be one of the most tragic adminis-T:ftJti7---
val Task Force (flagship Monrovia) and 400 aircraft fro~ trative mistakes of the war. 1 .J. 

the Northwest African Air Force. As the transport planes approached the beach, they LNI) f~ 
As presaged in North Africa, poor performance by Ital- passed over an American flotilla still at battle stations fol- /3At L.;'/'i&" 

ian units left to the German reserves the task of repel lowing a German bomber attack. As the 144 troop trans- 0 ~ ~-
ling the invasion. However, theoretically, Sicily wa ports carrying 2,304 men of the 504th Parachute 
defended by the Italian 6th Army consisting of eigh Regimental Combat Team approached, Allied anti-aircraft 
coastal divisions, four Italian mobile divisions, and two batteries mistook them for German bombers . .Some 318 
German units, including the elite Hermann Goering Di- ~erican paratroop~rs_a9d scores ?f.aircre:w m_embers 
vision. Axis troops defending the island totaled 30,000 were killed when a total of23 C-478 were shot down by 
Germans and 240,000 Italian troops. friend!):" fire...· -~---- ---·- H- _ --- -~ · 

W.G.R. Jackson, in his book The Battle For Italy, ---Meanwhile, the 7th Army rapidly advanced to the 
wrote: "The worthless coastal divisions, comprised oflo- northwest, but was ordered to delay its assault on 
cal troops, could be relied on only to report a landing and Palermo and Trapani. It then turned eastward and drove 
to fire a few shots before fleeing." along the northern coast to Messina. At the same time, 

Triumphant Gls, with a lank in the lead, enter Polenno, Sicily on July 
22, 1943. The island was in Allied hands 26 days later. Notional 
Archives 

In accordance with Axis defense plans, theLivorno and 
Goering divisions counterattacked the American beaches 
but with little success. Garrisons throughout the island 
fell on the first day, in many cases without a shot being 
fired. The only significant opposition came from Axis air 
elements, which harassed the U.S. beachheads, sinking 
a destroyer and a minesweeper. 

On July 11, the Livorno and Goering divisions attacked 
the 82nd Airborne and 1st Infantry divisions at Gela. Af
ter six hours of fighting, nearly 100 Mark III and German 
Tiger tanks were within 2,000 meters ofthe beach. But de
termined resistance and massive naval gunfire forced the 

la · - -~=~~~.SiP 

two additional German divisions arrived in Sicily. 
German forces next set up a series of defensive lines, 

ultimately leading to a withdrawal across the Messina 
Strait into mainland Italy. "Trying to win a horse race 
to the last big town," Patton wanted desperately to beat 
Montgomery's 8th Army to Messina. So he conducted 
a series of amphibious "end runs" with Task Force 88 ~:~~r.:~~~~ 
assisting the 3rd Division at Sant' Agata and Brolo. Be-
cause of unstable Italian politics, the Germans began 
to evacuate Sicily. 

Final Push Catania fell on Aug. 5 to the British, as 
did Misterbi~co and Paterno. The next day the Big Red 
One assaulted Troina in a long and bloody battla. 
Randazzo fell seven days later. Meanwhile, the 3rd Di
vision was progressing rapidly toward Messina closely 
supported by the cruiser Philadelphia. 

On the night of Aug. 16, U.S. troops triumphantly en
tered Messina. A reinforced platoon from Company L, 7th 
Infantry, under the leadership oflst Lt. Ralph Yates, had 
pushed into the city proper, ending the Anglo-American 
race for the port city. Except for occasional rifle fire, the 
Gls met no resistance. 
' . The Axis had already evacuated 62,182 Italian and 
39,569 German soldiers -complete with weapons and 
supplies- across the Messina Strait to mainland Italy. 

Axis losses on Sicily were 12,000 German dead and 
captured, and 147,000 Italian casualties. U.S. Army 
troops suffered 1,233 KIA; 968 MIA; and 4,695 WJA. The 
Navy counted 522 dead and more than 500 wotmded. 

"Sicily- ancient battleground, land of the Mafia and 
the blood orange - added to the Army's core of veteran 
divisions the 3rd Infantry, 45th Infantry, 2nd Annored 
and 82nd Airborne, while extending the combat experi
ence of the 1st and 9th Infantry divisions," wrote Geoffrey 
Perret in There's A War To Be Won. 

"Sicily provided a dramatic setting for [act one of the 
invasion of Europe], and the show had taken an 
unscripted turn. The American soldier, cast in a non
speaking walk-on role, had grabbed center stage." 0 
Dominic J . Caraccilo is an assistant professor at West Point, a veteran 
of the Persian Gulf War and a VFW member. 
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20 July 1943 

/
Cotmn r-mclinc Of'i"icer. 
Comme.nder-in-Cllief, United States .Fleet. 

.AC'l'IOH lillPOl~T' DE 2 I' li~Sl~Y OF!:!HATION. 

Enclosure: J (A) 1.;xcerpts 1'rolil tile Locs. 
v'(B) Remarks :f'ro1.1 the Log. 
J(C) Heport or Gunnery Officer. 

1. l;nclosures listed above f'orl!! the action report 
of this vessel in the BIGO'r-EUSEY Operation ucsainst Sicily. 

2. The CommandiE G Officer of' t .!-lis vessel wishes to 
e:~press his pride in his crew , who al thou:·ll having never been 
under battle conditions before, tirelessly F.tnd f£Oult lessly 
carried out all the missions and duties as s i c: ned to them. 
Among these duties were the following: 

(a) Transporting aritlored force from Tunis and unloading 
this force unto beech under plane and tanl;: attack so 
as to save beacll-llec.d frOitl serions position . 

! 

(b) Repulse of enemy p]_anes v,ith the <.lestruction of tVJo (2). 
(c) Taking cargo fran the US3 ORIZ1\..B.L·:.. and discharging it 

cc: 

to sn1.all craft at beach • 
. (d) Beaching and retracting vessel from beach. 
(e) ~Yacuating casualties ,from beach. 
(f) Transporting sm·vivors "from liberty ship to beach. 
(g) Nnbarlcat ion and tre.nsporta tion of prisoners of vmr. 
(h) Repairs to all damaGes to vessel v:hile enroute to 

Tunis. 

ll<(JJ,.j~ . 
Ch. P. l}cfft-illr 

Connnand ing 

Commander, U.s. Naval Far c e.s, NAW. 
Commander, Task Force 80.6 
Comm ander, Group TJI_~N, LST Flotilla FOIDt 
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45 years after landill!:f .. ,~ 
at Normandy, 16 sailors 
~ather for reunion · 
With 16 roses from widow of one who planned to come 

By Dot Robertson 
N•w• Picken• burNu 

EASLEY - It was no fun on 
the beach at Normandy that June 
of these boys' youth. Water, wa
ter everywhere, and mines as 
thick as minnows in the shallows. 

It was a spring day of rush and 
push and death , on the beach at 
Normandy, and yet not one of 
their landing craft shipmates suf
fered more than a scratch, in 
three major campaigns. Includ
ing D-Dny, at Normandy. 

Now, 45 years later, a reunion 
has brought 16 of these long-ago 
sailors together again in Easley, 
for a long weekend of catching 
up, tale-telling, laughter and, as 
their host Elford Turner says 
wistfully, "There have been some 
tears shed, too." 

On the patio at Elford and 
Helen Turner's place near Pow-

dersville, on a big, shady lot thick 
and sweet with blooming a7.aleas, 
the reunioners sit and perch and 
stand around in little conversa
tion-knots, clinging to each mem
ory thrown out for confirmation. 

There is a picture-board on the 
garage wall with ships, and 
beachheads, and ranks and ranks 
of young, beaming faces to be pe
rused, recognized, accounted for. 

There were 125 crewmen on 
that 328-foot long LST :2, nick
named "The' Deuce." Here on the 
wall is its picture, a boxy, clumsy
looking craft that took them safe
ly from Norfolk to Tunis, to the 
invasion of Sicily, to Bizerte and 
Palermo and Salerno and Tripoli 
and places most had never heard 
of, before there was the war. 

"The Deuce" took them to Nor
mandy at high tide on June 6, 1944 
and as the tide went out, its 

litE NEWS - DOT ROBEflTSON 

Host Edford Turner, far right, and his Navy buddies 
.•• renew their frlendahlp• formed durin World Wsr I 

·Travelers Rest, Sam Wofford tobeafine-lookingmanl" 
from Orangeburg and Earl Riv- They remember the accuracy 
ers from Berea. of Fred Myren's navigation; 

Rut it had been 45 years. One "Myren would take that sextant 
thing that helped was the hats,_ and shoot at the stars and know 
blue baseball caps that say "LST- ' . exactly where we were," one 
2." Turner said that when he werit ~ said. 
to the airport to pick up so·me ~ Myren, after 24 years in serv
crewmen, "I just told 'em to look ice, came home to Minneapolis 
r - ~ the hat." and a job as a civil servant where 

• few just knew everybody. henevercallsuponthestars. 
"~am Wofford_ spotted me and They remember the skipper, 
sa1d, 'I see Eldndge Marshall!'" n\>w in his nineties and unable to 

There are jelly-belly jokes, come. Chief boatswain's mate 
bald-sp?t jokes, comparisons of Mike Casanueva, of Tampa, Fla., 
th .. ., <>nti nnw Doesn't Paul didcome,bringingthesameeven 

bosom opened and the tanks 
rolled out into the retreating surf, 
onto the sand and up the beach. 

When the ship's belly was 
emptied medics loaded it with the 
stretchers of the wounded, and 
with the incoming tide, it rose and 
headed back to England, to 
unload and load with tanks and 
jeeps and trucks, and off to 
France again. 

"Here's a bomb going off," 
says Eldridge Marshall, of Mount 
Airy, North Carolina, pointing to 
a dark blur in a snapshot. "Ger
man batteries hit us five times. 
One bomb hit the deck right over 
the galley. The cooks had just put 
some meatballs for spaghetti on 
to cook. That bomb hit and that 
hamburger meat stuck all over 
the ceiling." 

For an hour or so, the assembly 
remembers, the crew abandoned 
ship. "All we had to do was jump 
orr and run for a ditch," one says. 
When it was clear that the ship 
would stay afloat, back to work 
they went, in an invasion by what 
Marshall recalls to be "the great
est force ever assembled - 5,000 
ships and 17,000 aircraft." 

Elford and Helen Turner con
tacted as many of the veterans as 
they could find and held the first 
reunion of the crew at their home 
last spring. 

Last year there were six , 
Elford says. "This year we have 
16. With their wives, we have 30." 

They came from Florida, North 
Carolina, Minnesota, Oregon, 
Washington, West Virginia, Mas
sachusetts, California and else
where. South Carolinian Paui 
Parker had only to come from 

See Reunion, Page 2 
There are, among e crew, six 

known dead, Casanueva says. 
Possibly others have died; all are 
not accounted for, but the search 
committee is trying. 

Roland Viehauser, of Upsala, 
Minn ., had written early in the 
winter that he and his wife would 
be here, on this day. Viehauser 
had a heart attack Jan. 9 and 
died. His wife Dorothy sent a bou
quet of red roses in his place; 16, 
one for each of his buddies who 
would be coming. 

The planning for next year's re
union is already under way. But, 

'• 
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