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This article is being written with the purpose or it 
helping someone trace their own ancestors, or for some 
future family member to have an idea about their relatives 
and some or the joys and sorrows or life we shared as a 
family. 

I will tell you now that this is my first try at writting 
any kind or story on my family. You will find poor grammar, 
misspelled words, poor typing skills, and other mistakes. But 
you will only have to spend a few minutes reading this article, 
just think what my wife and daughter had to go through, for 
me to type this. I am a beginner at the one finger, hunt and 
peck system or typing. As I have other people read this article 
a few are honest enough to point out my spelling mistakes. 
You will notice that I spell like a~ lot like my ancestors, 
which was spell like it sounds. I tried not to write and spell 

.like I talk, but you may find places where I did. But I figured 
it was like this "hits my story and family, sow I can right 
hit lack I want hit cause aint nobody can change the way we tawk". 
Now enjoy the article, and try to learn a little about my family. 

Anyone wanting more information on our family, or wishing 
to share some information can contact me at the following address 
Steven L. Spencer 
Rt. 2 Box 2 
Pinnacle, N.c. 27043 
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*** THE FAMILY OF JAMES & CLAUDIA GUNNELL SPENCER *** 

James Robert Spencer was born February 1411925 in Mount Airy,Surry Co.,N.C. 
the son of Patrick Lata1ette It Amsd.e Lee J'l.eeman Spene-ero He was the third child 
ot eight children born to this couple. James grew up in Mount Airy and Lambsburg, 

Carroll Co.,Va •• He spent most of his youth in Mount Airy,N.C •• 
James's father who was known by the nickname of • 'Fate " was a carpenter and 

farmer,with most of his employment being in the carpenter trade. Fate's father 
Isom L. Spencer was also a,carpenter,blacksmith,miller. It seems as if working with 
their hands was a talent for the Spencer men. Isom 1s father H.M.C.Spencer was also 
a blacksmith. There were other men in the family who were talented with their hands. 
Isom's two other sons,{.esse Mack was a carpenter,and Preston Dwight was an auto body 
repair person. 

James grew up during the years of the great depression. Life was hard for most 
families then,including James's. At times there was barely enough food,and even less 
money. His mother did the best she could do as far as keeping their clothes mended 
and canning and drying fruits and vegatables for later use. Annie was use to hard 
times. When she was about two years old her mother Nancy Lawson Fleeman died,leaving 
five children for her husband John H.Fieeman to raise. Not being able to look after 
three small girls,John let other people in the community of Pulaski,Va.take them in 
and raise them as their own children. Annie was taken in by Crockett & Maggie Whitaker 
in Pulaski,Va •• The two boys,·.Jimm & Henery stayed with their father. Not much is 
known about John Fleeman after this. He did later take a job with the Virginia Iron 
and Coke Rail Road and moved to Knoxville, Tenn. where be !s belived to have died. 
In 1928 Fate an Annie Spencer's oldest son Isom was st~ack and killed by an automobile. 

After the depression years World War Two started,which was to bring more grief 
and hardship to the Spencer family. When James turned eighteen in 1943 he registered 
for the Selective Service as required by law. On May 18,1943 he was drafted into the 
U.S.Army. He was inducted into the army at Camp Croft,s.c. He was in Co. B 179 th 
Infantry Regiment' Surry Co. Discharge bk.l5 p.432) James departed for Europe on 
November 03,1943 arriving in Europe on November 24,1943. He was captured by the German 
Army on February 18,1944. He was imprisoned in Stalag 7·A and Stalag 2 B with most of 
his time being spent on the farms of each camp. On May 03,1945 he was liberated by 
by Allied forces. He returned to the States on June 12,1945. James was honorably: 
discharged from the Army on November 30,1945 at Fort Bragg,N.C •• 

After returning home from the Army James had different jobs. He took a job with 
Pilot Lumber Co. in Pilot Mountain,N.c. in 1947. There he met and worked with Tom 
Gunnell,who was to be his future brother in-law. 

On June 14,1947 James married Claudia Lee Gunnell,the daughter of Rufus Samuel 
and Nannie Elizabeth Beasley Gunnell. They were married at the home of her parents 
by her uncle ~lder Fletcher Beasley in Mount Airy,Surry Co.,N.C •• (Surry Co. Marr. 
Index p 20 B) 

Claudia was born April 25,1924 in Mount Airy,Surry Co.,N.C •• (Birth Reo. Bk.lO 
p 589). She was the sixth child of seven children born to this couple. Two of the 
sons died in infancy. She gre~ up around Mount Airy and Copeland,N.C •• Many of her 
school years ~ere spent in the Copeland community. Claudia attended Copeland High 
School. She quit school in the tweleveth grade when her parents moved back to Mount 
Airy. Her father was a farmer,like a lot of peopl~ ~ere at that time. 

Like James,Claudia also grew up during the depression years. Life was hard on 
her family also. Crops did very poorly in 1930 and 193l.Sam Gunnell like a lot of 
other families was unable to pay the mortage on his farm in 1932 and had to move to 
another farm where he rented. It was shortly after this that he moved his family to 
the Copeland community where he rented a farm. 

After their marriage James and Claudia lived around the Mount Airy area. They 
were living in the community of Bannertown when their first son was borno James 
~obert. Spencer Jr. was born February 24,1949 in Mount Airy,Surry Co.,N.C •• (Birth 
Rec. Bk~35-A p.275) 
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In 1949 James and Claudia along·with her father and younger brother Fletcher 
Gunnell,bought a farm near Rural .Hall in Stokes Co.,N.C •• (Deed Bk.ll5 p.061) They 
lived and farmed here until 195l,when James and Claudia sold their part of the farm 
to Sam and Fletcher Gunnell. (Deep Bk•·l!8_ p.632} They -then mov€d back to Surry Co. 
Later in 1951 they bought another farm west of Pilot Mountain in Surry Co •• (Deed Bk. 
178 p.649) This farm was located in the River Drive community on the north side of 
highway 268. This farm was very near the Arratt River. James was now working at 
Armtex Inc. and farming. Armtex is a.textile company,knitting and dyeing and finishing 
cloth .James was working in the dyeing department,this is where he was stuck with the 
nickname "Rl!:D" because of his red hair,which was getting thinner each day. This is 
where. they we~e: living when their second son was born. 

Steven Lee Spencer was born September .~3, 1952 in }1o1lnt Airy Surry Co., N.C •• 
(Birth Bee. Bk.38 p.l398) In 1953 they sold their farm(Deec. D!~.l90 p.540) and moved to 
Pilot Mountain,N.C.,then they moved to PinnacletStokes Co.,N.C.where they bought 
a house and 3/4 acre··of land (Deed Bk.l22 p.250J this place was located just north 
of Pinnacle at the intersection of U.S.52 and Coon road. James and Claudia were 
living here when their. third son was born. Rickey Lewis Spencer was born July 24, 
1954 in Mount Airy,Surry Co.,N.C •• (Birth Rec.Bk.40 p.l229} After this Claudia 
also started working at Armtex Inc •• In 1957 they sold this place (Deed Bk.l33 p. 
119) and bought a house an one acre of land on Pettit road in Pinnacle (Deed Bk. 
131 p.338) This was the Ellis Stone place. The road was hard surface but it changed 
to gravel just past their house. This probably will be their home the rest of their 
lives. · 

In 1961 James and Claudia boughttwo acres of land ajoining theirs (Deed Bk.l48 
p.l57) for the purpose of keeping anyone from building close to them. The area was 
starting to grow now. Surry Line road which had went behind their place was now 
going to be rerouted to come past their house. The name of Pettit road was changed 
to Surry Line road. The old Surry Line roao was made into a dead end road at the 
Duke Power sub station where the hard surface ended. 

All three of their sons attended Pinnacle School. James Jr. who was called 
Jimmy ,was in grades one.· through nine,at .Pinnacle School,and ten through t:welve at 
South Stokes High School. Steve and Rickey were in grades one through eight at 

Pinnacle School,and nine through twelve at South Stokes High School. The reason for two 
different schools was,in 1964 the county board of education consolidated all the 
high schools into two high schools. North Stokes near Lawsonville was for the northern 
part of the county,and South Stokes near Walnut Cove was for the southern part. 
Pinnacle being in the south western part of the county most of the students went to 
South Stokes. 

In about 1963 James and Claudia bought fjfteen acres of land west of Dugspur, 
Virginia in Carroll Co. from Kenneth Brookf, This land was on Panther Creek road 
and joined the Heath Kemp place. Two or three years later they bought two tracts of 
land from Kyle Dalton,which part of it wa~ located on Panther Crtek road. This tract 
which had about twenty acres and a small house on it. The second tract was on the 
other side of the ridge contained about fourteen acres. 

Most of the fourty nine acres were in timber,which consisted of white pine and 
spruce pine, poplar, and some walnut and locust,all of which was ready to cut for 
lumber. But they were not after timber land to make money,they just wanted a place 
to go to get away for a few days when they wanted to. At this time (Jan. 1988} the 
timber has not been cut. 

James remained with Armtex unti) 1982 when he retired due to health problems. 
He was a shift supervisor for many years in the dyehouse. He saw many changes in the 
company over the years. While working for Pilot Lumber Co. he helped to build the 
dyehouse at Armtex. Most of the first dye machines they han were made of wood. But 
it was a growing company and through good mangement and employees that were proud of 
their work,the company became a major employer in Pilot Mountain. Today the company 
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has some of the most modern equipment in the textile trade. The company expanded 
from the small building that was built about 1914 for a tobacco warehouse on Depot 
street to a modern knitting plant in the early sixties then purchaseing a dye and 
finishing plant in Gastonia,N.C. and building the Surry Industries plant in the 
mid sixties. Surry Industries being a yarn spinning plant. 

James and Claudia along with their three sons became members of Pinnacle Baptist 
Church on the Phillips road in the early sixties. James and Claudia were very active 
and dedicated in the church and for the Lord. James is deacon and Sunday School 
teacher and has done some lay preaching at times when he was called upon. Claudia 
is a Sunday School teacher and keeps the minutes for the church. Both have had a 
big influnce on the youth in the church and the ones who have lived along Surry 
Line road an area. Many a child has played under the large maple beside their house, 
or eaten a ~eal at their table,or tried to play the piano. Some of the children 
even learned to play some on the piano. But what ever their reason for coming to visit 
they were always welcome in Mr. & Mrs. Spencer's house • 

They try to be good neighbor's even if sometimes it makes a problem for themselves. 
Many a time they have carried a neighbor or friend some where even if they had made 
plans for something else. Although they themselves have had to call on a friend or 
neighbor for help in a time of need they always to help someone when they could. 

Their oldest son married Linda Joyce Mears daughter of Raymond & Clara Ring Mears 
on August 06,1967 at Pinnacle Baptist Church in Stokes Co.,N.C •• Jimmy was inducted 
into the U.S.Army in May,l968 (Surry Co. Discharge Bk.l4 p.292) at Fort Bragg,N.C •• 
In the fall of 1968 he was sent to Okanawai,an island of Japan for the remainder 
of his time. While over seas his wife joined him and both of their children were born 
there. Shelly Lynn Spencer was born February 18,1969 at the hospital at Naha Army 
Base in Okanawai. James Ray Spencer was born January 17,1970 at the hospital at 
Naha Army Base in Okanawai. After Jimmy's tour of duty ended in May of 1970 he returned 
home to Mount Airy where he was employeed at Quality Mills before entering the Army. 
In 1972 he took a job with the Westinghouse Corporation in Rural Hall,N.C •• He later 
moved back to Pinnacle an in 1975 he bought a house on Christian Drive in Pinnacle 
in Stokes Co •• 

The second son Steve married Connie Sue Collins daughter of George & Faye Wright 
Collins on January 24,1972 at the courthouse in High Point ,Guilford Co.,N.C. by 
Janie T. Carroll: Magistrate. They made their first home in Westfield in Stokes Co., 
N.C •• In the early Spring of 1973 they moved to Shoals in Surry Co •• This was close 
where her parents lived. Steve and Connie lived on the Ralph Joyce place beside of 
Mr.& Mrs. Hoyt Inman on the Shoals road. Steve worked at Armtex Inc. where his father 
did. This is where he and Connie met in 1970. This is where they were living when 
their daughter was born. Tammy Renae Spencer was born December 28,1973 in Mount Airy, 
Surry Co.,N.C. (Birth Rec. Bk.59 C p.l71) Steve and Connie lived in the Shoals area 
until November,l975 when they moved to Pinnacle back in Stokes Co •• They bought a 
mobile home and set it up on one of the lots that his father had bought in 1961. In 
1980 James gave this lot to Steve and Connie as he had promised his sons when they 
were small,that he would give each of his sons a lot when they were grown • In the 
summer of 1983 Steve and Connie built a house on this lot and sold the mobile home. 
In March of 1986 they were expecting their second child,but this was not to be. On 
March 16,1986 a son was born,but he was dead. Matthew Lee Spencer was born in Mount 
Airy,Surry Co. N.C.,he is buried in the cemetary at Pinnacle Baptist Church. There 
is a heart shaped headstone at his grave. 

Steve is still employed at Armtex at this time. He was reemployed there in 1972 
after leaving for about three months. He was third shift finishing supervisor from 
October,l979 till October 1987. At that time he was promoted to finishing department 
superintendent. Connie_has been employed at Surry Industries since May 091 1977, as 
a machine operater. 

The third son Rickey married Janice Faye ~odson daughter of Cecil & Patrica Nunn 
Dodson on November 03 1973 at her parents home by Elder Fletcher Beasley in Stokes 
Co.,N.C •• Rickey was employed at Armtex for a short while. In 1974 he was employed 
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by Westinghouse in Rural Hall. Rickey and Janice made their home in Binnacle on his 
father's land. This is where they were living when their first son was born. Shannon 
Dale Spencer was born January 23,1975 at Mount Airy, Surry Co.,N.C •• Their second son 
was also born while living here. Cory Wayne Spencer was born May 12,1977 in Winston-
Salem,Forsyth Co.,N.c •• This marriage ended in divorce in 1983. In June,l983 Rickey 
married Elizabeth Lane Poplin from East Bend,Yadkin Co.,N.C.,the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Walter Lane. They were married at Pinnacle Baptist Church by Rev. Charlee Bobbitt. 
They made their home in East Bend,N.C. 

In writing this article it is hoped that the writer was able to furnish some 
information that will be helpful to someone in tracing their own family roots. 
On the next few pages will be a~listing of direct ancestors of the writer including 
~imself as number one. It should be remembered that in researching ones ancestors, 
that any written article you use should be checked for accuracy including this one. 

I have tried to give accurate dates,names,and places in this article. I have searched 
many legal records such as land deeds,marriage bonds and licenses 1military records, 
ect. ect •• It should be noted that I am not a writter,historian,or a professional 
genealogist. I only do this for my own enjoyment an I have a great interest in the 
past. As you read and study the ancestoral chart you may find mistakes. 

This chart will read like a pedigree chart. I am number one, which is the first 
generation. My father is number two, which starts the second generation. All males 
are listed with an even number, an all females are listed with an odd number, with 
the exception of number one.Three asterisks indicate the begining of a new generation. 
To find the parents of a person,double that persons number and you will have their 
father and their mother is the next person. Example# 9 Filena Hawks, find #18 and 
you will find that her father was Jesse Hawks and #19 Elizabeth Edwards is her mother. 

I wish you much success and hope you find as much enjoyment as I do in searching 
for your roots. GOOD LUCK. 

// 
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# 1 Steven Lee .::>pencer : Born Sept. 23, 1952, Surry Co., N .c • •** 
Married'Jan~ 24 1 1972, Guilforcl Co.,N.C. 
Connie Sue Collins : Born Feb. 28, 1951, Forsyth Co.,N.C. 

# 2 James Robert Spencer :Born Feb~ 14, 1925, Surry Co.,N.C. *'f* 

Married June 14, 1947,.Surry Co.,N.c. 

II 3 Claudia Lee Gunnell ; Born April 25, 1924, Surry Co.,N.C. 

# 4 Patrick Lafayette Spencer ; Born April 09, 1900, Carroll Co., Va. *n 
Married Dec. 22, 1918, Pulaski Co.,Va. 

# 5 Annie Lee Fleeman ; Born Feb. 06, 1900, Wythe Co.,Va. 
Died Oct. 05, 1965, Surry Co.,N.C. 

# 6 Rufus Samuel Gunnell ; Born May 29, 1890, Patrick Co.,Va. 
Married Dec. 25 1915, Surry Co.,N.c. 
Died Feb._05, 1977, Surry Co.,N.c • 

.. 
# 7 Nannie Elizabeth Beasley ; Born June 03, 1886~ Stokes Co.,N.C. 

Died Jan. 21, 1966, Surry Co.,N.C. 

II 8 Isom Lafayette Spencer ; Born March 15, 1876, Carroll Co., Va. *** 
Married October 04, 1899, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died March 26, 1939, Surry Co.,N.C. 

# 9 Filena Hawks ; Born March 22, 1879, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died Sept. 06, 1970, Surry Co.,N.C. 

#10 John Henery Fleeman ; Born July , 1864, Pulaski Co.,Va. 
Married Oct. 23, 1890, Pulaski Co.,Va. 
Died 1925, Knox Co.,Tenn. ? 

#11 Nancy K. Lawson ; Born May ,1868, Pulaski Co.,Va. 
Died 1901, Wythe Co., Va. ? 

#12 Melvin Bogart Gunnell ; Born Aug. 09, 1852, Patrick Co.,Va. 
Married April 21, 1881, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died Jan. 05, 1949, Patrick Co.,Va. 

#13 Nancy Elizabeth Edwards ; Born Feb. 17, 1858, Carroll Co., Va. 
Died Sept. 10, 1919, Patrick Co.,Va. 

#14 John Beasley ; Born Nov. 17, 1856, Stokes Co.,N.C. 
Married Feb. 05, 1874, Stokes Co,,N.C. 
Died Nov. 15, 1937, Surry Co.,N.C. 

#15 Frances Elizabeth Owens ; Born 
Died March , 1929, Surry Co.,N.C. 

1858, Stokes Co.,N.c. 
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#16 Henry M.C.Spencer ; Born July 14, 1845, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Married Oct. 01, 1868, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died Dec. 05, 1928, Surry Co.,N.C. 

#17 Nancy Ann Surratt; Born April 27, 1851, Carroll Co.,,Va. 
Died Feb. 06, 1938, Surry Co.,N.C. 

#18 Jesse Hawks ; Born about 184B, Surry Co.,N.C. 
Married Aug. 22, 1872, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died about 1904, Carroll Co.,Va. 

#19 Elizabeth J. Edwards ; Born about 1848, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died about 1906 , Carroll Co.,Va. 

~20 Joseph Fleeman ; Born 
Married 
Died 

#21 Kissiah 
Died 

#22 William R. Lawson ; Born 
Married 
Died 

#23 Nancy L 
Died 

*** 

#24 James Alexander Gunnell ; Born Sept. 12, 1821, Patrick Co.,Va. ?? 
Married May 23, 1844, Surry Co.,N.C. 
Died April 02, 1888, Patrick Co.,Va. 

#25 Jane Puckett ; Born Feb. 19, 1826, Patrick Co.,Va. 
Died May 09, 1901, Patrick Co.,Va. 

#26 Andrew J. Edwards ; Born about 1823, Grayson Co.,Va. 
Married Nov. 10, 1846, Carroll Co.,Va. 
Died about 1904 , Carroll Co.,Va. 

#27 Mary J. Bedsaul ; Born about 1829, Grayson Co.,Va. 
Died May 29, 1859, Carroll Co.,Va. 

#28 John Beasley ; Born Aug. 09, 1817, Va. 
Married 
Died Feb. 12, 1893, Stokes Co.,~.c. 

#29 Elizabeth Owens ; April 21, 1820 , Stokes Co., N.C. 
Died April 30, 1889, Stokes Co.,N.C. 

#30 William Owens ; Born Dec. 12, 1832 , Stokes Co.,N.C. 
Married July 22, 1857, Stokes Co.,N.c. 
Died Sept.2211892, Stokes Coo 1 N.C. 

#31 Jestine Dollihide ; Born about 1832 in N.C. 
Died 
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#32 William Henery Spencer ; Born about 1815 *** 
Married Deo.l211833, Surry Co.,N.C. 
Died about 1845 Carroll Co.,va. 

#33 Susannah Deen .; Born about 1815 
Died about 1885 Carroll Co.,Va. 

#34 William Surratt ; Born about 1815 
Married 
Died about L855 Carroll Coo 1Va. 

135 Elizabeth Stanle,y ; Born about 1815 
Died June 17, 1868 Carroll Co.,Va. 

#36 Robert Hawks ; Born about 1816 Grayson Co.,Va. 
Married 
Died 

#37 Louisa Barker ; Born about 1818 in N.C. 
Died 

#38 James Edwards ; Born about 1819 Grayson Co.,Va. 
Marri~ 
Died sometime after 1860 

#39 Aadoline 
Died 

#40 

#45 

#46 

#47 

? ; Born about 1822 in Va. 



#48 

#49 

#50 Jacob Puckett ; Born June 10, 1798 
Married 
Died Oct.,l888, Patrick Co.,Va. 

#51 Sarah Marshall ; Born March 04,1808 
Died July 22, 1899, Patrick Co.,Va. 

#52 William Edwards ; Born Jan.28,1781 ROVIan Co •.. ,N.C. 
M:l.rried 
Died Oct. 05, 1869, Carroll Co.,va. 

#53 .E.liza beth 
Died June 22, 1862, Carroll Co.,Va. 

#54 Elisha Bedsaul ; Born about 18o3 Grayson Co.,va. 
Married April 16, 1829, Grayson Co.,Va. 
Died about 1875 Carroll Co.,Va. 

#55 Nancy Roten ; Born about 1805 
Died 

#56 Jeremiah Beasley ; Born 
~rried 
Died about 1825 Stokes Co.,N.C. 

#57 Elizabeth 
Died sometime after 1870 Stokes Co.,N.C. 

#58 Jesse Owens ; Born 
Married 
Died about 1846 Stokes Co.,N.C. 

#59 Mary "Polly" Barr ; Born about 1800 in Va. 
Died 

#60 Housin Owens ; Born about 1810 in Va. 
Married Jan. 24, 1833 Stokes Co.,N.C. 
Died 

#61 Ruth Collins ; Born about 1810 in N.C. 
Died 

#62 

#63 
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Wendy Byerly Wood!The Mount Airy News 
Adam Spencer has returned to the area from a three-and-a-half-year mission project in Thailand and is planning to 
leave in December for a five-year project in Japan. Spencer has been doing international mission work since he was 
14. 

Lambsburg man has seen the 
world as missionary student 

By WENDY BYERLY WOOD 
Staff Writer 

MOUNT AIRY- A Lambsburg, Va., 
man has recently returned from a long 
stint in Thailand as a missionary student, 
something . he has been doing since he 
was 14. 

"This will be the longest I've been 
home in years," said Adam Spencer of 
the time he will spend in the area from 
now until Christmas - the length of 
time it will take for him to get his student 
visa for his new mission project in 
Japan. 

"When I was 14, I went to Thailand 
for a month and worked in the northern 
part of the country with tribal groups do
ing things for church, medical stuff and 
teaching proper food preparation," he 
said. 

From that summer on, Spencer spent 
every summer traveling to different 
countries on mission trips. 

"As a teenager, I led a team of 30 
young people in Namibia. I worked in 
one of Mother Teresa's mission homes," 
said Spencer. 

That work was done with Teenrnania, 

the largest short-term youth mission or
ganization. 

Upon completion of high school, 
Spencer began studies at New River 
Community College in Dublin, Va. 

"I couldn' t stay still," he said. "I was 
there for one semester. I've been doing 
international work as an exchange stu
dentfor the last three and a half years. 

"I have combined my love for travel 
and learning." 

Spencer and his team go into the 

See STUDENT, page 2A 
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country as international ex
change students. Once they are 
on the campus, they hold an ex
tracurricular class on American 
culture that students can partici
pate in if they wish. 

student, Spencer studies Asian 
art history with the purpose of 
staying in school. 

"To study that I have to 
study Asian religions, because 
to reach people you have to un
derstand where come 

Through his work, Spencer 
said he has had two interesting 
incidents in which he was ar
rested. 

"We were doing a drama, 
and I did a lot of the music for it 
- doing music and movies 
professionally was part of how 
I spread the word. I forgot to 
get one of the correct permits," 
said Spencer. "The police came 
and let us finish the drama, but, 
as soon as it was done, they ar
rested me." 

Spencer was also arrested in 
Burma for illegally crossing the 
border. 

In addition to the class and 
the dramas, Spencer does what 
he calls creative art ministry. 

"I rent space and let artists 
who do mostly Christian art 
have a free gallery show open 
to the public. It is a way for 
them to open doors," he said. 
"The gospel of Christ may nev
er change, but the methods in 
which the word is spread will." 

While in the country as a 

from," he said. 
The 21-year old 

completed setting up 
in Thailand, and has now 
asked by another 
Tokyo, Japan, to LU11Jlv>.H'-''n 

same program there. 
"I go in with a small team, 

and we become 
which takes about six months 
of intense language 
said Spencer. 

"We have to pass the Japan
ese college entrance exam for 
international students, 
usually takes students a full 
year to do. that 
also do some 
limited because our is 
limited." 

To help with funding, the 
group will offer English 
als for $15, instead of the nor
mal $30 lessons that most tutors 
charge. 

While in Japan, Spencer 
hopes to produce the first 
Christian album ever in Japan. 
"Music also brings in funds for 
me," he said. 

( 'Alleghany 
hosting first 

SPARTA, N.C. -The Al- candidates are expetted to be 
leghany County Democratic on hand to meet and greet inter
Party will begin a new annual ested voters. This event is free 
event this year in honor of Al- and open to interested voters 
leghany native Congressman from all counties in the north
Bob Doughton. west. Many Daughton family 

Bob Doughton Day will be members are expected to 
l)_eld at the congressman's f«;Jr- tend. ' 
mer 'home, Dortghton Hall· Bed Cm1gressman Dough ton 
and Bteakfast, located on N.C. served frorri>l911 to r9S3 in the 
Highway 18 in Laurel Springs, U.S. House of Representatives, 
today from 1 to 4 p.m. Local, making him the longest serving 
regional and state Democratic congressman in North Carolina 

county areas. "I 
or(.'·aruLzatton that gives 

and ministerial 
They make ·sure I 

the money the way I 
, 

Dud 



GENTRY 
KING- Mrs. Melissa Ilene Briggs 
Gentry, 73, of Kingswood Apart
ments, Apt. 8-A, King, died Mon
day, Aug. 14, 1995 at Forsyth Me
morial Hospital in Winston-Salem. 
Mrs. Gentry was born in Stokes 
County Dec. 1, 1921 to Clady 0 . 
and Jennie Jackson Briggs. She 
was retired from Adams-Mi.l.lls in 
High Point, and was also a home
maker and a member of Friendly 
Chapel Church. Surviving are 
three daughters and sons-in-law, 
Barbara B. and Bob Butner of 
King, Cathy B. and Mike Shelton 
of Winston-Salem, and Carolyn 

. Nance of Germanton; three sons 
and daughters-in-law, James and 
Linda Benson Jf Pilot Muntain, Ira 
Thomas and Jeanie Gibble of La
redo, Colo., and Bobby and Sonya 
Gibble of Alexandria, Ala.; 17 
grandchildren; 22 great-grand
children; · one great-great-grand
child; one brother, Cecil Briggs of 
Newport News, Va.; and one half
sister, Annebelle Thompson of 
King. Mrs. Gentry was preceded in 
death by three husbands, Motto 
Zachary Benson, Henry Setliff and 
Arthur Eugene Gentry. Funeral 
services will be conducted 
Wednesday, Aug. 16, 1995 at 11 
a.m. at Friendly Chapel Church by 
Brother Don Collins and Rev. Har
old Fletcher. Burial will be in the 
church cemetery. Mrs . Gentry is at 
Cox-Needham Funeral Home and 
Chapel in Pilot Mountain, and will 
be taken to Friendly Chapel 
Church Tuesday, Aug. 15, 1995 at 
5 p.m., where she will remain until 
the hour of the service. The family 
will receive friends at Friendly 
Chapel Church Tuesday evening 
from 7-9 p.m., and at other times 
at Kingswood Plantation fellow
ship Building. 

Richard and Ethel Spencer 
Richard and Ethel Spencer of Jonesville 

1vill celebrate their 50th wedding anniver
sary from 4 to 6 p .m. today with a recep
tion in the Holida~· Inn in Jonesville. 

The hosts will be the couple 's son and 
daughter-in-law, Mike and Berta Spencer 
of Waxhaw; and the couple 's grandson 
and his wife, Rick and Jennifer Spencer of 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. ; and the couple's 
grandson, Scott Spencer of Waxhaw. 

Mr. Spencer is retired from Chatham 
Manufacturing Co. in Elkin. 

Mrs. Spencer is retired from Cash & 
Carry Supermarket in Elkin . 


	Spencer1
	Spencer2
	Spencer3
	Spencer4

