
fhis IS how Westfield Academy appeared shortly after it closed. ... an~ how· it appears today after expansion and renovations. 
• Stall Photo I 

1' 
Renovated Former Academy to ·Be· Auctioned 

By Arlene -~~W4J"~S • 
Staff Reporter 

WESTFIELD- Almost anyone in Westfield 
can tell you that the two-story frame house that 
Lee and Linda Vincent live in was once the 
Westfield Academy · 

But few of them can tell you much more than 
that. 

Most of the history .of the acadeiny was lost as 
.the people in Surry and Stokes counties who 
knew it died off, one by one. 

Even Linda Vincent, who is the third genera­
tion of her family to live in ~house, can't tell 
exactly when the acadetny.': ~egan operating, 
when it stopped, who was· tiu~t there or by 
whoi:n.. · :: ' 

I don't know the name o~ :even one teacher, 
she lamented recently. . :·~·. · ... 

And, she says, what little ~e does· know is "-
just a miracle." ,. ',} . t . r_' .' . 

She found wh~t few records are available on 

the academy in a ' little metal candy box that bu~lde~ an,d . that .. he USed · $31~:~ . ~~~) o~~. ,Pei~.· ·~n~eri~ed · the ~?USe. And Mrs. Vincent, an 
was tucked away in the back of a closet "behind· matenals and ·charged $250 for h1s labOr• ·~ , , .__ only child, m turn· d1d, too. , 
a lot of other thing~" a few years back. There aren't any papers .available, however, Mrs. Vincent had lived there all of her 49 

Among ·the yellowed papers that were in that · to show when ~e first ter:m began, how· rri!lnY years. · 
box is a hand-written "article of agreement'' to students attended. what their ages· were- or .i Bu{she and her: husband are going to be mov-
establish "a grad~ school" · on three acres ~here they came from. ing soon, to be closer to his business in Mount 
donated by Mrs. Vincent's great uncle, T.A. A1·ry a d to th · f 1 d th ld Wh't Mrs. Dellie P. Ownes, a local teacher and . . n . e1r arm an near eo 1 e 
Sarles. · amateur historian, thinks the academy 'was Sulp~ur Sprmgs .res,ort property. 

The. agreement was signed on Jan. 9• 1883 by probably limited to students or high-schoofage ' ·' .. And they'r-e offering the old academy - with 
Sarles·and six other men in the community and since a special tax district had been·set up many the bay windows and front rooms and porches 
the amount of money each was to pay to get the years earlier to support an elementary school in that have expanded it - for sale at public auc-
school started was scribbled in beside his name. the area. tion Saturday. 

Sarles and J.L. Smith (Mrs. Vincent's great-
grandfather) were each supposed to pay $125; By 1902.:... and probably several years before · The auctioneer, Garson McMillian, is schedul-
J H Lo $62 50, J M J s M · that ~the academy was no more. · ed to start selling off some of the treasures .:_ . . we, . ;. ames . essup, . . 

· Fl' ·• d J H Hunter $31 25 apl·ece· and J T ·Mrs.· VI'nce·nt's grandmother, 1\•~s. Etta sm· t'th round top trunks, crank telephones, corn lppm.an • · . · • · • · · ~·.u h ll d h 
Scott, $25. _ Simmons, bought it that year from her sister, · s e ers, oug boards· and the like- at 10:30 

The money·- all $431.25 of it - ,was to be used and her sister had. bought it some time before am. . ~ - I . 

to build a two-story s~c~e 18 feet \y.ide by 24 that, when it was no longer being ,~sed . as a . The house' 'itself and its three-acre site· at the 
feet long. . .· · school ~ · ·. · , : · · ' · . in~ectioit"of-N.C. 89 and the Pilot M"ountain 

Other papers show that' James Scott was the · Mrs. VinCent's mother, Mrs:· EthE!t Simmons Road are to ~ sold at noon. · 


