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David Beal says he has led a charmed life when it comes to his 
professional aspirations. In addition to achieving every ~oal h~ h~s 
set his mind on, he has become a well-respected leader m the JUdi
cial field that includes law enforcement personnel, lawyers and 
judges. 

Beal has worked in the criminal justice system in one capacity or 
another for 24 years. His work has involved everything from sol
ving murder cases to administering the day-to-day operations of 
Superior and District courts in Surry County. 

But after 24 years, Beal said he has reached a comfortable time in 
his life and is ready to come out from behind the clerk of court's 
desk. That will occur when he retires at the end of this year from the 
office he has held for 13 years. 

What lies ahead for Beal after his retirement, even he does not 
know. But with the charmed life he says he has lived to date, one 
can be assured that nothing but good things are awaiting the man 
who has come to call Mount Airy home despite his Lenoir 
upbringing. 

Beal' s office on the first floor of the courthouse in Dobson tells a 
lot about the man. Behind his desk, a small bookcase is covered 
with baseball memorabilia that represents his favorite hobby. Pic
tures of his family top a bookcase beside the desk. Two walls of ~s 
office are lined with sketches portraying the Mayberry reflected m 
"The Andy Griffith Show." 

A bookcase filled with lawbooks lines a wall on which various 
diplomas from Wake Forest are hung. On the same wall, th<tft is a 
print that reads, "The four-way test of things we think, say or do
is it the truth, is it fair to all concerned, will it build good will and 
better friendship and will it be beneficial to all concerned?" 

Despite the various items Beal has in his office, everything is 
organized. That in itself reflects the character of the man who calls 
himself "an organizational freak." He said he demands that from his 
employees, too, especially that they come to work on time, leave on 
time and "give the state of North Carolina eight hours of work while 
you are here." 

"I think I have always been very work-oriented," Beal said in a 
recent interview, explaining that if he had to describe one of his phi
losophies of life, it would be "to do the job that you have been given 
to do and do it to the best of your ability. I would never want any
body to say that I was lazy or that I did not do what I was supposed 
to do. That would be the biggest insult to me that I know of." 

Beal attributes a lot of his work ethics to his father, Judge Fate J. 
Beal, who is now deceased. "He was a very strong father figure and 
a role model. I don't think there is any doubt that he probably had 
more influence on me than anybody else did," he said. 

The elder Beal taught his son more than values, including how to 
campaign, which was useful to Beal in his later years. Although 
Beal was born in Asheboro, his family soon moved to Lenoir after 
his father returned from serving in the military's Intelligence Divi
sion soon after Pearl Harbor was bombed. 

"Absolutely happy" is how Beal describes his childhood, 
explaining that both his parents were professionals. His father was a 
lawyer and his mother, Faye Beal, who is still living at the family 
homeplace, a teacher. 

"I had a solid childhood. We were a very close family," Beal said, 
explaining that they were a "city" family until moving to a farm 
when he was a teen-ager. "I didn't think I wanted to leave the city, 
but I didn't want to leave the farm after we got there," he added, 
pointing out that his mother still lives on the farm outside Lenoir. 

A polio epidemic that struck Lenoir in the early 1950s stands out 
in Beal's mind when he discusses his childhood. He remembers that 
the Little League baseball season was called off as a result. "That is 
my young childhood memory. 

''The children were all restricted to their yards. We lived at an 
intersection on the comer of the street. And because we couldn't 
leave the yard, we would stand in the yard and throw baseballs 
across the street to each other," Beal said, adding that one girl in his 
class died of polio. 

Not playing baseball for a year did not keep Beal from participat
ing in other seasons until he began playing the trombone for the 

noir High School band, which was known as championship band 
of North Carolina for more than 30 years. He also took voice les
sons and won a N.C. Woman's Club Scholarship in a statewide 
voice competition when he was a senior. 

Beal used the scholarship to attend Wake Forest College, now 
called Wake Forest University. He studied music for two years and 
then declared history as a major as a stepping-stone into law school 
and because he did not enjoy science and math. 

In college, Bealled an active athletic, occupational, s·ocial and 
club life. He said his grades were average, but he spent four happy 

ears in college. And it wasn't until after he found out he couldn't 
~oin the Highway Patrol or Air Force police unit that Beal returned 
10 school to study law. 

Beal worked as a law clerk for his father until his dad was 
~ppointed a Superior Court judge. Beal decided that he was not 
mterested in practicing law and joined the State Bureau of Investi
gation (SBI) when he was 25. 

"I wanted an investigative-type law enforcement role, but did not 
rwant to leave North Carolina. The FBI could have sent me any
where. The SBI was the top agency in the state that I felt I could 

" he said. 

Beal was assigned to the Surry, Alleghany and Ashe county 
coverage area by the SBI and moved to his wife's hometown of 
Mount Airy. He said he warned the SBI of his wife's roots in the 
Granite City but the agency did not decide against locating him 
here. 

The SBI agent had gained two years' experience when former 
Mount Airy Police Chief E.V. Marion decided to step down to a 
captain's position in the department. Marion and other city officials 
went to Beal and asked him to take the chief's job, which Beal did 
for 14 months before the SBI asked him to return. 

"It was a short job, but I feel like we accomplished a great deal in 
those 14 months. I took a strong police department from Chief 
Marion and continued trying to make it into a professional well
rounded department," he said, adding that the job also gave him 
experience in personnel, budgets and mana~ement. 

Beal was 27 years old when he was MountArry's chief of police. 
He said he wonders how people could have put as much faith in him 
as they did. And he says that had he been older, he does not doubt 
that he may have still been heading the Police Department. 

"I was young. I was energetic. I was ambitious. And I just wanted 
to see what else there was. I wasn't unhappy with the chief's job at 
all. But the city limits sort of closed in on me and I felt as if I would 
be happier with a statewide organization, so I went back to the 
SBI," Beal explained. 

Returning to that agency, Beal was put in charge of homicides. 
During his 10 years with the SBI, Beal said the murders of two Pilot 
Mountain policemen and a detective for the Mount Airy Police 
Department are two cases he will never forget. "The investigations 
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are just like they happened yesterday. 
''The shock and the horror of seeing people you work with and 

you may have been with two or three hours earlier, and there they 
are laying in the grass dead, is a terrible shock. It is something you 
will never forget," Beal added. Both cases were solved, he said, and 
those charged are still in prison. 

Beal was in Raleigh on a security team from which former Gov. 
Jim Hunt was to chose his staff when Martha Comer announced her 
desire to retire as Surry County's clerk of Superior Court in the 
middle of a four-year term. He said officials contacted him in 
Raleigh and asked if he would fill Comer's position for the remain
der of the term. 

''That hit me just at the right time," Beal said, explaining that he 
was interested in moving up with the SBI but did not want to relo
cate his family to Raleigh. And he said there were many positive 
aspects of being court clerk which he considered when accepting 
the job. 

Favorite Book: 

Favorite Food: 
Favorite Movie: 
Favorite Song: 

See BEAL, page 9A 
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David Beal says he has led a charmed life when it comes to his 
professional aspirations. In addition to achieving every ~oal h~? h~s 
set his mind on, he has become a well-respected leader m the JUdi
cial field that includes law enforcement personnel, lawyers and 
judges. 

Beal has worked in the criminal justice system in one capacity or 
another for 24 years. His work has involved everything from sol
ving murder cases to administering the day-to-day operations of 
Superior and District courts in Surry County. 

But after 24 years, Beal said he has reached a comfortable time in 
his life and is ready to come out from behind the clerk of court's 
desk. That will occur when he retires at the end of this year from the 
office he has held for 13 years. 

What lies ahead for Beal after his retirement, even he does not 
know. But with the charmed life he says he has lived to date, one 
can be assured that nothing but good things are. awaiting the man 
who has come to call Mount Airy home despite his Lenoir 
upbringing. 

Beal' s office on the first floor of the courthouse in Dobson tells a 
lot about the man. Behind his desk, a small bookcase is covered 
with baseball memorabilia that represents his favorite hobby. Pic
tures of his family top a bookcase beside the desk. Two walls of his 
office are lined with sketches portraying the Mayberry reflected in 
"The Andy Griffith Show." 

A bookcase filled with lawbooks lines a wall on which various 
diplomas from Wake Forest are hung. On the same wall, there is a 
print that reads, "The four-way test of things we think, say or do
is it the truth, is it fair to all concerned, will it build good will and 
better friendship and will it be beneficial to all concerned?" 

Despite the various items Beal has in his office, everything is 
organized. That in itself reflects the character of the man who calls 
himself "an organizational freak." He said he demands that from his 
employees, too, especially that they come to work on time, leave on 
time and "give the state of North Carolina eight hours of work while 
you are here." 

"I think I have always been very work-oriented," Beal said in a 
recent interview, explaining that if he had to describe one of his phi
losophies of life, it would be "to do the job that you have been gtven 
to do and do it to the best of your ability. I would never want any
body to say that I was lazy or that I did not do what I was supposed 
to do. That would be the biggest insult to me that I know of." 

Beal attributes a lot of his work ethics to his father, Judge Fate J. 
Beal, who is now deceased. "He was a very strong father figure and 
a role model. I dmt't think there is any doubt that he probably had 
more influence on me than anybody else did," he said. 

The elder Beal taught his son more than values, including how to 
campaign, which was useful to Beal in his later years. Although 
Beal was born in Asheboro, his family soon moved to Lenoir after 
his father returned from serving in the military's Intelligence Divi
sion soon after Pearl Harbor was bombed. 

"Absolutely happy" is how Beal describes his childhood, 
explaining that both his parents were professionals. His father was a 
lawyer and his mother, Faye Beal, who is still living at the family 
homeplace, a teacher. 

"I had a solid childhood. We were a very close family," Beal said, 
explaining that they were a "city" family until moving to a farm 
when he was a teen-ager. "I didn't think I wanted to leave the city, 
but I didn't want to leave the farm after we got there," he added, 
pointing out that his mother still lives on the farm outside Lenoir. 

A polio epidemic that struck Lenoir in the early 1950s stands out 
in Beal's mind when he discusses his childhood. He remembers that 
the Little League baseball season was called off as a result. "That is 
my young childhood memory. 

"The children were all restricted to their yards. We lived at an 
intersection on the corner of the street. And because we couldn't 
leave the yard, we would stand in the yard and throw baseballs 
across the street to each other," Beal said, adding that one girl in his 
class died of polio. · 

Not playing baseball for a year did not keep Beal from participat
ing in other seasons until he began playing the trombone for the 
Lenoir High School band, which was known as championship band 
of North Carolina for more than 30 years. He also took voice les
sons and won a N.C. Woman's Club Scholarship in a statewide 
voice competition when he was a senior. 

Beal used the scholarship to attend Wake Forest College, now 
called Wake Forest University. He studied music for two years and 
then declared history as a major as a stepping-stone into law school 
and because he did not enjoy science and math. 

In college, Beal led an active athletic, occupational, s·ocial and 
club life. He said his grades were average, but he spent four happy 
years in college. And it wasn't until after he found out he couldn't 
join the Highway Patrol or Air Force police unit that Beal returned 
to school to study law. 

Beal worked as a law clerk for his father until his dad was 
appointed a Superior Court judge. Beal decided that he was not 
interested in practicing law and joined the State Bureau of Investi
gation (SBI) when he was 25. 

"I wanted an investigative-type law enforcement role, but did not 
want to leave North Carolina. The FBI could have sent me any
where. The SBI was the top agency in the state that I felt I could 
join," he said. 

Beal was assigned to the Surry, Alleghany and Ashe county 
coverage area by the SBI and moved to his wife's hometown of 
Mount Airy. He said he warned the SBI of his wife's roots in the 
Granite City but the agency did not decide against locating him 
here. 

The SBI agent had gained two years' experience when former 
Mount Airy Police Chief E.V. Marion decided to step down to a 
captain's position in the department. Marion and other city officials 
went to Beal and asked him to take the chief's job, which Beal did 
for 14 months before the SBI asked him to return. 

"It was a short job, but I feel like we accomplished a great deal in 
those 14 months. I took a strong police department from Chief 
Marion and continued tryirtg to make it irtto a professional well
rounded department," he said, adding that the job also gave him 
experience irt personnel, budgets and management. 

Beal was 27 years old when he was Mount Atry's chief of police. 
He said he wonders how people could have put as much faith in him 
as they did. And he says that had he been older, he does not doubt 
that he may have still been headirtg the Police Department. 

"I was young. I was energetic. I was ambitious. And I just wanted 
to see what else there was. I wasn't unhappy with the chief's job at 
all. But the city limits sort of closed in on me and I felt as if I would 
be happier with a statewide organization, so I went back to the 
SBI," Beal explairted. 

Returnirtg to that agency, Beal was put irt charge of homicides. 
During his 10 years with the SBI, Beal said the murders of two Pilot 
Mountain policemen and a detective for the Mount Airy Police 
Department are two cases he will never forget. "The investigations 
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are just like they happened yesterday. 
''The shock and the horror of seeing people you work with and 

you may have been with two or three hours earlier, and there they 
are laying in the grass dead, is a terrible shock. It is something you 
will never forget," Beal added. Both cases were solved, he said, and 
those charged are still in prison. 

Beal was in Raleigh on a security team from which former Gov. 
Jim Hunt was to chose his staff when Martha Comer announced her 
desire to retire as Surry County's clerk of Superior Court in tlte 
middle of a four-year term. He said officials contacted him in 
Raleigh and asked if he would fill Comer's position for the remain
der of the term. 

''That hit me just at the right time," Beal said, explaining that he 
was interested in moving up with the SBI but did not want to relo
cate his family to Raleigh. And he said there were many positive 
aspects of being court clerk which he considered when accepting 
the job. 

Favorite Book: 

Favorite Food: 
Favorite Movie: 
Favorite Song: 

See BEAL, page 9A 
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