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Principal Honored

Approximately  five-hundred
Beulah alumni, students, faculty,
friends and special/professional
educational guests’ were present
at Beulah Elementary School
Saturday nigh;/to participate in
the ‘‘Glenn’ Robertson Ap-
preciation Day’’ festivities. The
special homecoming was in
honor of retiring principal Glenn
M. Robertson who has served as
head of the school for the past 33
years.
~ The highlight of the evening
was the presentation of the keys
to a 1974 Buick Century
automobile to Robertson as a
token of appreciation for his
personal contribution to the
Beulah community during his
tenure of service there. Sam
Smith, graduate of Beulah High
School, made the presentation for
the community. The new car was
purchased from Patterson Buick
of Mount Airy with proceeds
donated for the occasion by many
former students, faculty, friends
and community citizens.

Robertson noted that this was
only the second new car he had
ever owned and both he and Mrs.
Robertson were delighted and
surprised at the gift.

The short presentation
program held in the school
auditorium was presided over by
Harold Hodges, Beulah graduate
and local businessman. He paid
tribute to Robertson for his
untiring efforts during his years
at Beulah and noted several
instances of particular per-
sonal experiences of Robertson
going more than the extra mile to
help a student to achieve an
objective.

Other  presentations to
Robertson during the program
included a scholarship fund.
Johnny Johnson, member of the
Beulah school board, made the
presentation to Robertson.
Immediately, ‘Robertson called
Dr. Swanson Richards,
president of Surry Community
College, forward and presented
him with the scholarship to be
known as the ‘‘Glenn Robertson
Scholarship Fund’’ of the Surry

: Community College Foundation.

Dr. Richards responded with
appreciation and indicated that
the fund would enable some
future student from the Beulah
community to enter Surry
Community College who would
probably not otherwise be able to
do so. Richards also praised
Robertson for his contribution to
education and the many other
areas of his personal
achievements.

An unusual painting, entitled
“Glenn Robertson, This is Your
Life’’, was presented to
Robertson by John Wood,
resident of the Beulah com-
munity. Wood explained the
painting to the audience as a
combination of artistic elements
indicating the more outstanding
contributions made over the
years by Robertson. In-
cluded in the painting was the
North Carolina Association of
Educators Emblem, represen-
ting Robertson’s years of service
to this organization and serving
as state president. The Ruritan
National Emblem represented
long service to that organization
and the Kiwanis Club Emblem
indicated his presidency and
service to that organization. Both
Robertson’s home and his
home church, the Mount Airy
Friends Meeting, were included
in the painting as well as an
outline of a choir depicting his
leadership in the musical field
over the years. Last, but the
largest portion of the painting,
was a setting of Beulah school to
remind him of his work, service
and leadership to make the
Beulah community a more
cohesive one. The painting was
encased in a solid walnut frame,
handmade in Surry County and
donated by a member of the
community. Miss Rebecca
Calloway of Robin Road in Mount
Airy combined all the elements
and produced the beautiful
painting.

In his response, Robertson,
simply stated a thanks to
everyone and said he had
received as much pleasure and
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rewards as anyone from his stay
at Beulah. Although he main-

tained his usual complete
composure, his smile, through
hidden tears, conveyed to those
present his sincere appreciation
for the special honors bestowed
upon him. Following his response
he received a standing ovation
from the audience for a lengthy
period of time.

‘The program continued in the
school gym as old friends became
re-acquainted, talked of old
times, congratulated Robert-
son upon his retirement and
wished him well for the future.

Refreshments, decorations,
guest register and other
preparations were made by
members of the Beulah Woman'’s
Club, Ruritan Club and
Homemakers Extension Club,
‘plus a special committee from
the community to organize the
event. y

Robertson is a native of

and Lottie Marshall Robertson.
He received a B.S. degree from
Guilford College and Master’s
Degree from Appalachian State
University. He has also studied at
the University of North Carolina
and Northwestern University.
He began his educational en-
deavors ten years prior to
coming to Beulah at Gray Chapel
in Randolph County. He became
| principal of Beulah in 1941 and
| has held that position since.
He is married to the former
Mildred Wolfe. They are the
parents of two sons, Harry and

1974

|
| White Plains, the son of Charles
|

Gilmer.

community in many areas. In the |
North Carolina Association of |
Educators, he has served both as
county president as well as state
president. He is a life member of
the National
Association and is also a member

of the NCAE. He was a member |
of the board of directors of the |

state unit from 1956-60.

He has served as president of |

the Surry School Masters Club in
1948; was president of the Nor-

thwestern District of Division of |

Principals in 1953 and from 1952-
54 was director of the Division of
Principals. He has also served as
state chairman of the Depart-
ment of Rural Education,
National Education Association.

He organized the first Quaker
Teachers Club in 1955 and was its
first president.

Robertson has served as
president of the Graduate Club of
ASU and vice-president of the
ASU Alumni Association.

He has been active in the
Beulah Ruritan Club for 23 years,
served as charter president and

Robertson has served his |

Education |

. Club, and a past president of the

president again in 1972. He has
also served the Ruritans as zone
governor, district governor for

two years and served a three |

year term on the Ruritan
National Board of Directors. He
has served as president of the
Mount Airy Kiwanis Club and has
been president of Phi Delta
Kappa Chapter of ASU. He has
been listed in ‘“Who’s Who in
South and Southeast.”

Active in Red Cross work, he
headed the organization’s rural
fund drive for ten years.

Robertson ‘ an active
member of the' Mount Airy
Friends Church, filling several
church offices. He has been
active in Cub and Boy Scouts, is a
member of the Mount Airy
Country Club, Lowgap Wildlife

local chapter of United World
Federalists.

He served as one of the first
trustees of Surry Community
College, being appointed by the
governor at that time. He is also
a member of the Surry County Bi-
Centennial Committee.

When asked wupon his
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retirement what his plans for the |’
future were, he simply stated,
“Wewill start thinking about that |
July 1.” His retirement was [,
effective June 30, §
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