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Program For The Opening Ceremony Of The Surry Bicentennial Year 

Sunday, February 22, 1976 3:00P.M. 
Rockford Baptist Church, Rockford, North Carolina 

PRESIDING- Dr. J. Dale Simmons, M. D. President, Surry County 

American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 

WELCOME & INVOCATION - by Rev. Ray Davis, Minister of 

Rockford Baptist Church 

THE SINGING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM BY ALL 

INTRODUCTION OF VETERANS by William S. Hiatt, Commander 

American Legion & Member of Surry County American Revolution 

Bicentennial Commission. 

READING OF PROCLAMATION OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

BICENTENNIAL REMARKS ON THE HERITAGE OF SURRY 

COUNTY by Franklin Folger 

PATRIOTIC MUSIC by the Surry Community College Chorus 

Dale Sasser, Director 

"Mad Anthony Wayne" 

"Johnny has gone for a soldier" 

Both excerpts from the secular cantata, "A Revolutionary Portrait" 

REMARKS ON THE FUTURE OF SURRY COUNTY IN THE THIRD 

CENTURY OF AM ERICA by Honorable David H. Diamont 

CLOSING PRAYER: Patriotic Prayer from Book of Common Prayer 
to be said by all. 

For Our Country. 
ALMIGHTY God, who has given us this good land for our heritage; 
We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a 
people mindful of thy favour and glad to do thy will. Bless our land 
with honourable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save 
us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and 
arrogancy, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 
fas_!lion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of 
many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those 
to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that 
there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through 
obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the 
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fi II our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee 
to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Immediately following, the Masons of Surry County will hold a 

special ceremony in front of the Masonic Lodge at Rockford . 

Everyone is cordially invited (by the Rockford Preservation 

Committee) to a reception at the Rockford Baptist Church. 
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MICAJAH LEWIS DIED FEBRUARY 26, 1781 -- SO WHAT!? 

This is what: On February 26, 1781 "a patrol was sent out be­
yond the guard under Captain Franklin, since Governor of the state. 
In this patrol was Major Micajah Lewis of Surry County who was killed 
by the enemy troop whom they encountered •••• These men were a part 
of the troops who, on February 25th, met and defeated a company of 
Tories led by a Dr. Pyle, thus cooling the enthusiasm of the Tories 
and making it more difficult for the British to enroll them under 
the King's standard." From Footprints in the Hollows by Carrie Young 
and William Franklin Carter, Jr. 

The Surry Bicentennial Year will begin with a ceremony February 
22 recalling the men who lik~ Major·Lewls gave their lives in the 
Revolutionary cause. The program will be held Sunday afternoon, Febru­
ary 22, at 3 p.m. at the Rockford Baptist Church in Rockford, the old 
county seat. Franklin Folger of Elkin will comment on Surry's past 
and David Diamant on issues of the future. The Surry Community College 
Chorus will present patriotic music. The Masons of Surry County will 
conduct a brief ceremony in front of the old Rockford Masonic Lodge 
Hall, celebrating the birthday of George Washington, the first Grand 
Master Mason in this country. * 

Watch for Surry Bicentennial posters throughout this year 
announcing the events in our celebration of Surry County's past: 
a colonial tasting spree and a costume ball in spring, Fourth of July 
parades and picnics, old-time farming demonstrations in the fall, 
a play dramatizing Surry County history ••• 

·k The Rockford Preservation Committee invites all to attend a recep­
tion in the Rockford Baptist Church following the ceremonies. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO PRINTER: On Front County Seal in B~ue with Title: 

o~::::i~HJC CERG·10NY OF THE SURRY COUNTY BICENTENNIAL YEAR. Thin Blue Line as border. 

HJSIDE PAGES OF PROGRAi··1: IN BLACK PRINT 

PROGRAM FOR THE OPENI~G CEREMON Y OF THE SURRY COUNTY BICENTENNIAL YEAR 

Sun day, February 22, 1976, 3: 00 P .r~ . Rockford Baptist Church, Rockford, North Carolina 

~9lco~e-- ~~caa -- Dr . J. Dale Sim~ons , H. D., President, Surry County American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission 

INVOCATICN: Rev. Ray Davis Minister, Rockford Baptist Church 

The Singing of the National Anthem by the Surry Community College Chorus, 

Dale Sasser, Director. 

Intrpductory Remarks by William S. Hiatt, Commander, American Legion, Mount Airy, 

and member of the Surry, County American Revolution Bicentennial Commission • . - \ 

INTRODUCTION OF VET~RANS '~y William S. Hiatt. 
\ 

RECOtNITI ON OF INVITED AND GUESTS by Dr. J. Dale Simmons, M.D. 

REA J):f.J G OF PROCLMlA.TION OF COUNTY COf·lf·USSIONERS ON SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS BICENTENNIAL 

EVENT. 

BI CEt.JTENNIAL REf-·JARKS ON THE HERITAGE OF SURRY COUNTY by Franklin Folger 

SP EC1 AL r--1 USI CAL PROGRAf" OF PATRIOT! C ~lUSI C by- Franklin Folger 

SPECIAL f'1 USICAL PROGRAr'l OF PATRIDTIC r--lUSIC by the Surry Comr.1unity College Chorus 
( 

Dale Sasser, Director. 

"f''i ad Anthony ~,layne" "Johnny has gone for a soldier" 

Both excerpts from the secular cantata, "A Revolutionary Portrait" 

R E~ARKS ON THE FUTURE OF SURRY COUNTY IN THE THIRD CENTURY OF AMERICA by Honorable 

David H. Diamant. 

Closing Prayer: Patriotic Prayar from Book of Common Prayer to be said by all. 

Following this ceremony, the Masons of Surry County will hold a special ceremony 

in front of the Masonic Lodge at Rockford. 



Everyohe is cordially invited afterward to a recaption hosted by the Rockford 

Pre3ervation Co~mittee, at the Rockford Baptist Church. 

Surry County Bicentennial 
Logos in Rlack Print . 

National Bicentennial 
Logos in Black Print . 
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CHAIRMAN 
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ROXIE ROTH 
CLAYBERN TAYLOR 
HARRY FOLGER 

COUNTY MANAGER 

STEVEN McKEAVER 

SURRY COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST OFFICE BOX 1776 
DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 

TENTATIVE PROGRAM fOR THE ROCKFORD CEREMONY, FEB. 22, 1976 

Rockford Baptist Church 
Opening Prayer 

Invocation 

National Anthem 

Sunday 3:00 P.M. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS By \~illiam S. Hiatt, Commander American Legion 
Mt. Airy, and member of the Surry County American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission. 

Introduction of veterana. 

Recognition of invited and honored guests. County Commissioners, 
t.IJayors, act. 

Remarks about Surry County's Past by a prominent senior citizen. 

Remarks about Surry County's Future by a prominent young citizen. 

Major address 

Musical program to be determined 

Closing praygr. 

Followed by outdoor ceremony (weather permitting in front of Masonic 
Lodge of Rockford by the Masons.) 
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ROCKFORD CERE~10NY FEBRUARY 22 , 1976 
PEOPLE \.JHO REGISTERED 

l'-1artha D. Comer 

Mr . and Mrs . W. Frank Comer 

Marion F. Venable 

Thomas Rowe 

Karen Rowe 

Lib and Steve Taylor 

Bill Hiatt 

Mr . and Mrs . Wesley Taylor 

Dr . G. R. Mo t singer 

Mrs . Jettie M. Loflen 

Mr. and Mrs . D. Wade Loflen 

Mrs . and Mrs . E. V. Marion , Dee and Robert 

Mr . and Mrs . Harry Pennix 

Mr . Leroy Ayers 

Annette Ayers 

Mrs . VJilbur Doss 

Mrs . f"1ae Coe 

Mr . and Mrs . D. G. Wolfe 

Mrs . Al S. r-1oore 

Mr . and Mrs . Hartsel Johnson 

Richard E. Miller 

Boyd , Jean , Brady Hopkins 

Arnold t·1cHone 

Dr. and ~1rs . Simmons , Deann and David 

Bets J . Beamer and W. M. Beamer 

Mr . and Mrs . George Mar ion , Jr .( N. C. Senate) 

Mr . and Mrs . Robert H. Holyfield 

E. c. Bel ton 

Mr . and Mrs . Charles Pardue 
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Teressa Pardue 

Mr . and Mrs . William F. Booker and Michele 

B. Hardy 

Alma Holyfield 

Catherine White 

Robert and Cama Merritt 

Vera Simmons 

Millie c. Harbour 

~l rs . Vincent Lella 

Tammy Lella 

Jimmy Lalla 

Mr . and ~1 rs . Jack Lee Smith 

Mr . and ~1 rs . Robert Freeman , 

~1 r . Steven L. McKeever 

Rev. and t'lrs . Chester Simpson 

r•1 r . and ~1 rs . f·1 atthew 

Mr . and ~1 rs . Haywood 

Lela Simmons O' Neal 

Gatrina Redman 

Mrs. Fr ed Allred 

Mrs . J . H. McSween 

Carrie Young Carter 

Burton 

r.iJerri tt , 

Mr . and Mrs . F. E. Andrews 

Jr . 

Sr . 

Mr . and Mrs . Clayburn Taylor and Greg 

Mrs . Annie H. Wall 

Mrs. and Mrs . John Winston Martin 

Ruth s. Edinger 

~1ike c. Howard 

John and Yvonne Edinger and Jack 

Helen Tucker 

Mark Graves 

Jeanette S. Gr aves 
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Virlie r·1.P.ennix 

Fern Nicks 

Treva Nicks 

TELEPHONE: 386-8623 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Perkins 

Linda N. Edwards 

T. N. Smith 

Mrs. c. H. Tucker 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Snow 

Frank Freeman 

c. L. Scott 

A. c. Jarrell 

Jack L. Smith 

Harry C. Pennix 

Fred O'Neal 

Richard L. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willi am H. Freeman 

Mrs. Ralph Snow 

Rusty Snow 

Eulala Burrus Van Dyne 

Gladys Smith 

Faye Terrell 

Paulette Sutphin 

Ricky Williams 

Ricky Weatherman 

Rony Parsons 

Robert Chilton 

Mary Lawrence Walker Cox(Arnie) 

Julius Alexander Beam 

Ronnie Lee 

Betty J. Cotton 

H erbert Dean Goins 
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David Michael Pruett 

Annie Ruth Hooker Doby 

George Doby 

Mrs . R. B. Southern 

Peggy Alberty 

Thelmore c. Alberty 

Ellen G. Atkinson 

Anne Atkinson 

Graham Atkinson 

Edwin H. At kinson 

Roxie B. Roth 

Dixie Byrd Glenn 

Joyce A. Ingram 

s. Ingram 

~1ozelle Owen Monson 

Valma Stonestreet Shepherd 

James W. Shepherd 

Ralph, O. J ., Glenna Lanier 

Lena W. Hodges 

Lucy Snow 

c. P. Snow 

Ted J. Holyfield 

Irvin & Ina Stanley 

Bob and Rachels Riddle 

~1ary Ellen Graham 

Joan Allen Sanders 

Rev . and Mrs . Carl V. Sparks 

Angie L' Ecuyer (Ladies Aux Post 2019) 

Edith Neaves Folger 

Franklin Folger 

Rev. Mitchell Ray Davis 
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Harry L. F.olger 

fJ)rs. David E. Diamant 

t·1argaret Burrus 

r~allie Simpson 

Mrs . Clevand Coe 

Irma Matthews Robertson 

Sara Holcomb 

Norman Webb VFW 2019 

Richard L' Ecuyer (Post 2019 VFW Color Guard) 

Willis Sowers VFW 

Walter Gammons VFW 

Ronnie Riggs VFW 

Charlie Stanley VFW 

Roger Bedsaul VFW 

Buck Ayers VFW 

J. C. White VFW 

Mrs . Norman \rJe bb 

Bonnie Bennett 

W. Gaston Brinkley , Sr. 

Mrs . w. Gaston Brinkley, Sr . 

Mrs. Elsie Sizemore 

Jack Bennett 

Helen, Susan , Gary & Todd McCormick 

fvlr . and Mrs . Wm . H. Freeman 

Mrs . J . Grover Wood 

Martholene Davis 

David H. Diamant 

Johnny Sasser 

J. Dale Simmons 

Evelyn Holyfield 

r~ rs . Coe 

Coe 

Sandra D. Wood 
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Ruth Minick 

Sue Hodges Gilley 

Carroll Gardner 

Maureen Maunce 

Mr . and Mrs . Edward J . Spanski 

Mr . and Mrs . Ed Bondurant & Nichola 

Vincent Lalla 

Sharon Moore 
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