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D.D. Hodges Made Big l01pression 
By RJ. BERRIER 

Starr Writer 
D.O. Hodges was a big man -

large in size and equally big in his 
various professions. 

He was a Baptist minister, tobacco 
warehouse owner, tobacco grower, 
former sales supervisor of the Mount 
Airy Tobacco Market, businessman, 
former educator and Masonic leader. 

Death claimed the Rev . Hodges too 
early. At 59, he y.•as a victim of 
injuries sustained in an automobile 
accident. 

Indicative of the esteem in which 
he was held by area residents is the 
overwhelming number- some 3,500 

. people - who came to pay their final 
·respects to Delmar Hodges when his 
body lay in state at Moody Funeral 
Home and, later, at Woodville Baptist 
Church. 

Hodges had been pastor of Wood
ville Baptist for some I 5 years when 
he died in I 966. 

Born July"'26, 1905 in Surry 
County, Hodges was the son of Henry 
and Callie Hicks Hodges. 

. He was educated in the Surry 
County schools and attended Appala
~hioan State Teacher's College (now 
Appa lachian State Unive rs ity) , 
Boone. 

He was a principal and teacher at 
Lowgap School and al so taught 
school at Beulah. 

Hodges became associated with 
Smi th-Douglass Co. around 1935. 
Firs t supervisor of a sales territory for 
the company, he then became a local 
dealer. 
· One of the area's more prominent 
tobacco farmers, he and his son, 
Harold Y. Hodges, operated Dixie 
Warehouse. In fact, the elder Hodges 
got into the business early - in I 94 I. 
He was also a member ofthc Old Belt 
Tobacco Warehouse Association. 

He was a former supervisor Of the 
Mount Airy Tobacco Market, a post 
later filled by his son Harold and, 
later, by Harold Hodges' wife_ I;>ol 

The Rev. Hodges also served as a 
member of the board of trustees of 
Nonhem Hospital of Surry County. 
He was a member of the board during 
those hectic days before the final 
selection of a site for the present 
hospita l. 

He was also a member of Round 
Peak Masonic Lodge. 

Elder Johnny Jones in his heyday 
mi ght have been a better-known 
Bapti st minister, but Hodges' exten
sive church family would dispute 
that. 

He preacheiftiis first sermon at Oak 
Grove Baptist Church after being 
orda ined as a minister in that church 
in the late 1930s. He had served as 

• 

D.D.' Hodgcs, in addition to being a prominen t n aptist minister , played a commanding role in many other 
community areas. 

pastor of Antioch, Holly Springs and 
13lue's Grove Bapti st churches, be
fore accepting the call to Woodvi lle 
Baptist Church about 195 1. 

He also had held special services at 
various other Baptist churches. 

Hodges was ordained in 1939 and 
preached his firs t sermon at Oak 

Grove. He retu rned on numerous 
occasi ons to hold rev iva l services. 
His first pulpit was that of Blues 
Grove. 

Hodges li ved in the North Surry 
High School area on what was then 
Rt. 6, Mount Airy. He was married to 
the former Miss Lelia Bickens in May 
1926. 

The accident that claimed Hodges 
occurred on Fathers Day, Suncl1y, 
June 19, 1966, on N.C. 89 at the 
Quaker Road intersection in the Flat 
Rock area, around four miles cast of 
Mount Airy. Hodges sustained a 
broken back and was rushed to Nonh 
Carolina Baptist Hospital, Winston 
Salem, where he died Friday, June 24. 

CCC Helped Area Farmers I 
From Starr Reports 

The Civilian . Conservation Corps provided a boon to area far
mers during the near-decade of the Grea t Depression. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps? What in the world is that? 
Or so members of a modem generation could well inquire. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps was one of the numerous 
alphabet agencies established by the late President Franklin Dela
no Roosevelt as pan of his storied New Deal and was designed 
to put Americans back to work. 

One of his earliest programs, FDR launched the CCC in 1933, 
shonly after he began the first of his four terms as President. It 
ended shortly after World War II began. 

Recruits lived in work camps under a semi-military regime. 
Monthly cash allowances of $30 were supplementeld by food, 
medical care and other necessities. 

CCC projects included planting trees, building flood barriers, 
fighting forest ftres and maintaining forest roads and trails . 

In Surry County, CCC members did their bit to help farmers 
through the Great Depression. 

Fred Brown of Mount Airy, according to old records kept by 
Historian Ruth Minick, was with the CCC from 1937 to 1939. 
He worked out of we CCC soil conservation camp located on 
Old U.S. 601 just south of Dobson. 

There were some 200 workers in the camp and they helpoo 
many farmers in the area by building terraces and drainage ditch
es, laying sod and planting trees on public and private propeny. 

" I would venture to say we/icked up 5,000 truckloads of rock 
out of their fields," Brown sai in a newspaper interview. The 
rock was used to line the bottom of drainage ditches they built. 

The men in the camp worked at various jobs, laboring five 
days a week •. eight hours a day for Sl to $ 1.50 a day. They 
kept and spent half of the money as they liked; the other half 
was sent home to their families by the government 

The salary was quite a bit of money during the Depression, 
enabling some of the men to bu y tailor-made suits and enjoy 
various recreational pursuits. 

Although no one had ever heard of a trickle-down effect back 
then, it was still true. The payroll at the CCC camp benefitted 
local and area merchants. 

Some of that payroll money found its way to Mount Airy, 
where many of the CCC boys spent their Saturdays. In those 
days of yore, Main Street was full of people - Saturday night 
was like a fair, one recalled - and the three theatres - the 
Grand, the Earle and the Center - were nearly always filled . 

Drug stores, all with soda fountains, and cafes also added to 
the bustling scene that was Mount Airy on Saturday night 

Brown said in the interview that he came to work at the Surry 
County camp from Hertford County. His grandfather's business 
had failed and he needed work. 

Other local and area men were in the same boat. The Great 
Depression was no respecter of individuals or families. At one 
time the jobless rate was said to be 25 percent. 

The camp was self-contained, buil t and main tained by the CCC 
workers . Classes were conducted and taught by CCC teachers, 
giv ing the young men the opportunity to go beyond the labor 
they were doing. 

Brown said the discipline the CCC workers received was good 
for later life. It :was especially good, he sa id, for those who went 
from CCC to the Army in the years im mediately prior to World 
War II. 

While the men were working at the Dobson camp iri the late 
1930, the camp well went dry and the camp was moved to near 
Elki n. 

A road - the CC Camp Road - yet calls attention to the 
o ld camp. 


