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These Wes-Uield churchgoers can go without going 
by Janie Kuperstock 

Every Sunday at 10 
a.m., 20 phones on the 351 
Westfjeld telephone ex­
change ring simul­
taneously . 

Twenty elderly citizens 
pick up their phones and 
join in what may be the 
most unique program in the 
state of North Carolina. 

A Sunday School taught 
by telephone. 

A cheerful voice calls 

The unique outreach 
program is sponsored by 
the Westfield Baptist 
Church. Five area 
churches of different de­
nominations use the 
program. 

It offers elderly citizens 
in the community an oppor­
tunity to participate in a 
Sunday School class when 
their health will not allow 
them to attend their regular 
church. 

The class is taught by 
Wanda Journey, a bright, 
cheerful woman, who knows 
what dealing with house and 
bedridden people is all 

the roll and, as each mem­
ber of the class responds, 
the voice asks how that per­
son is feeling. 

"I'm just fine, Wanda," about. 
say~.~~~· too good this She has a 32-year-old in-

valid daughter, Ronnie Ma-
week, Wanda," says rie, who is mentally and 
another. • h · 11 h d' d 

"I have such a terrible P ysica iy an icappe · 
Wanda has been teach-

headache, I won't be able to ing the class for 2~ years 
join you today, Wanda," d r· d · d' 
says another. "I just want- an m s ,tarewar mg, up-
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'' A lady in our church, 
Mary Ellen Midkiff, read 
about the idea two years 
ago and asked me if I would 
be interested in teaching the 
class if things could be 

oxked t" d 

Next came the hard 
part. The telephone com­
pany had to order and in­
stall special equipment 
which would ring in each 
Sunday School member's 
home at the same time. 

"Don Burch, who works 
for Surry Telephone Corp. 
spent a lot of time installing 
the telephones and working 
out the details," Wanda 
said. 

"He even worked on his 
own time, on Sundays, to 
make sure the equipment 
was working as it should be. 
He equipped us to handle 20 
people at a time," she said. 

Wanda says as far as 
she knows, their telephone 
ministry program is the on­
ly one like it in North Car.o­
lina. 

She is equipped with a 
conference phone which 

Telephone church----
amplifies her voice for 
those senior citizens who 
are hard of hearing. 

After she calls the roll 
and asks how everyone is, 
the class holds prayer, with 
different individuals in the 
group praying. 

Then Wanda reads a 

Membets are invite to 
ask questions and make 
comments, but mostly they 
remain quiet and listen with 
gratitude. 

"I get caught up in what 
I'm doing," said Wanda. 
"My members tell me 
they've not been to church, 
but they've been to 
preaching!" 

All members are sup­
plied with a Sunday School 
Quarterly and a daily devo­
tional book so they can fol­
low the lesson. 

Wanda visits her mem­
bers and sends them birth­
day and Christmas cards. 
If they go to the hospital, 
she comes with a basket of 
fruit. 

She lets them know that 
they are still a vital part of 
God's church, even if they 
can't make it to the front 
row anymo~e. 

Most of the members 
are stroke or heart attack 
victims. One has diabetes 
and is partially blind. Wan­
da says she has four couples 
who attend the unique Sun­
day School, and the rest are 
elderly widows. 

"When I o visit them, 
'f how 

the lesson. ' ih, n , 
say. 'I make myself com or­
table on the bed or couch 
with a pillow,' " Wanda 
chuckled. 

She recalled one mem­
ber of the class that has 
since passed away. 

"Her last lesson with us 
was on her birthday. Her 
two sisters were visiting, 
and they were sitting in a 
circle, passing the phone 
from one sister to another 
so they could a!l hear the 
lesson. She was so happy," 
Wanda said. 

The class also discusses 
common friends in the com­
munity and how they're get­
ting along so that class 
members do not feel they 
are losing touch with the 
community. 

And sometimes, they 
are well enough to go to 
church. When this happens, 

they usually stay home just 
long enough to answer their 
call and inform Wanda that 
they're going to church that 
morning. 

"The class fills a void in 
the life of our senior citi­
zens," Wanda said. 

"It offers them a spiri­
tual gutlet.'' 

L t~Ja.tiii,11"'1 
"I enjoy our class so 

much. It gives me an oppor­
tunity to attend Sunday 
School which I otherwise 
could not do." 

Westfield Baptist 
Church is planning to spon­
sor another class with 20 
members if enough interest­
ed senior citizens in the 351 
telephone exchange area 
merit it. 

If you would be interest­
ed in joip.ing such a class, 
you may contact Wanda at 
351-2128. 

"I don't mind admitting 
there is a special bond be­
tween us," Wanda said. "It 
is a special privilege for me 
to teach this class. I am 
growing spiritually because 
of them." 

"We are truly minister­
ing to one another.'' 
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