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/··Writer Plans 
f lVisit On 
• 
i: Saturday 
I ByANGELALEONARD 
~ Staff Writer 
~ . A Surr Count native and part-
;· time arroll County, Va., resident 
: will be back in Mount Airy Satur-
\. day, signing copies of his Christmas 

•,· -book, The Angel Doll. 
.Jerry Bledsoe, better know~ for 

his true-cnme books, wrote The 
·'·"' Christmas Angel" based on ev~nts 
$· from his childhood in Thomasv11le, 
:• where he moved when he was t. s· small. 
i'. "This book came about because 
!'. of my dear friend Mutt Burton," 
~. said Bledsoe. He said that Burton 
t was an actor and a columnist, "and 
~· one of the ·great celebrators of 
B: Christmas. He loved it better than 
~'. anybody I ever knew. · 
~· "He died last year just before 
~: Christmas, and I decided then I 
~~ - would do a Christmas book to com- · 

memorate his life and dedicate it to 
.,,..: .him. I started right after Chri.stmas;. 
- jt was going to be collect1on ol 

Christmas columns, .called In 
Search of Christmas. 

;:f I Bledsoe said when he began 
,. ~ork on the collection he remem

bered the story of the angel doll 
which he had written some decades 
earlier. "I dug it out of the micro
film," he said. "I remembered it as 
being good, but it was not quite as 
well written as I remembered." 

. He said he made two or three at
. lempts at redoing the column, then 

decided he would abandon that col
umn. "Then one morning in the 
shower, a way to begin came to me. 
All of a sudden it came to me, and I 
jumped out and put it down. From 

. \here, that story started to grow and / 
pretty soon I was doing nothing but . 

: lhat. It was almost like it was fore-
. )ng itself on me, like it had to come 

out. 

, 

"Wheii ·I found a way to end it 
properly as an uplifting story, then I 
knew the story had power. I knew it 
was a story whose time had come. It 
had to stand by itself, and it became 
the Mutt book ." 

The small book, released just in 
time for Christmas, has been selling 
well, hut Bledsoe said it is not his 
first non-crime book nor the first 
non-crime title to do well. 

"Always between the crime 
books (which include Bitter Blood 
and Before He Wakes), I do these 
lighter works," he said. "When you 
write things like that, it weighs you 

·down psychologically, so I try to do 
these lighter kinds of books. 

'They are life enhancing; a way 
to save myself psychologically." 

His other works have included 
books about traveling the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, humor, and other 
ropics, several of which have done 
well. 
· ''I've had great reaction to The 
Angel Doll," he said, adding that he 
is looking forward to sharing the 
hook with Mount Airy readers. The 
book tells the story of a I 0-ycar-old 
boy, his best friend , their shared pa
per route, and a little girl who hopes 
for an angel doll for Christmas . 
,', The book signing will be held at 
f..tticus Books in Mayberry Mall 
from 2 to 4 p.m. At past book sign-
1,ngs, he has reportedly signed as 
many as 1,000 copies in two sittings 
with some people buying as may as 
I 0 copies each. 

Before turning to books, Bledsoe 
was a columnist and reporter at 711e 
Charlotte Observer and The 
Greemboro Dailr News & Record. 
Heland his wife live in Asheboro 
and Carroll County, where he does 

' most of his writing. They have one 
son, Erik, who teaches at the Uni 
versity of Tennessee. 
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St A tE of NOR'!' H-CAl!.OLIN A; 

J 0 SE P H W I N S T 0 N, Entry-Officer 

for Lands in the County of Surry, 

N<>j j ~ 2 ~ . 

of Claim! 

To the Surveyor of the faid County, Greeting! 

---....--. ------.... -.....-\.. 
~-· 

~Ccning the Dircllions of the All of A!i',mblr, in Cuch C;1fc maclc on.I prori.kf, fhr 

running out L:mih. T,vo jurl and ~o1lr I1Jans of fuch Survey, with a prop!r Ceniliote anm:s;:d 

to each, you arc to tranCmit, \Tith this 'Varram, to the Sccrefary'a daicc without Dday. 

CI VEN unJcr my Hand, at { . .~ ;,. ~ the /' .C: · .--..... 

D.iy of '-:P;;'?h' :~ ,,.""'- _.-·li Anno Dom. 177 ;(" 

,.;..-
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