
.. 



I 

I 

' 
1 

. I 

f 
< 

J 





I 
l 
i 



_ ,,___,_.., - --- ,. .._ ~ ... r--- -- - a - - - -- ---· 



Minnie Humphries was committed to jail at Dobson last week charged with the murder of Jerry 

Willard in this city. Along with her they carried her little year old child. The two must remain in 
jail together until November term of court. Truly the way of the transgressor is hard and the 

guilty never suffer without pulling the innocent down along with them. (The Mount Airy News, 
July 18, 1912) 

SURRY WOMAN TO PENITENTIARY. 
Minnie Humphiies of Mt. Airy, 
Convicted of Manslaughter and Sent to Prison for Thi·ee Years. 

The case in Surry Superior court last week that attracted the most attention was that of Minnie 
Humphries, of Mt. Airy, charged with shooting to death a man named Jerry Willard on the night 
of July 61

h, 1912. The case went to the jury and a hard fight was made to clear the woman by 
making it appear· that the killing was justifiable. The case was disposed of by sending her to the 
penitentiary for a term of thi·ee years. 

Minnie Humphries has lived at this town all her life. She says that she is nineteen years of 
age, but she looks to be older. She has been a questionable character of rather a low type since 
she was thirteen years old. She has a child now that is two years old. She is a woman of much 
natural ability and is rather good looking. She dresses well and has sense enough to not display 
her jewelry in a way that would be noticeable on another person. 

At the time of the killing she lived alone with her child in a house a mile west of town and 
claimed that her aged father was supporting her. On the night of July 6th, Jerry Willard, a 
plumber ofthis city, whose family lived thi·ee miles west of here, started to his house about 
night. He was shot dead at the home of Minnie Humphries about midnight. No one witnessed the 
shooting and all that is known about it is what the woman tells. She says that he came to her 
house after she had retired and demanded that she open the door and let him in. She claimed that 
she did not know him and refused to open the door. She says that he cursed her and threatened to 
break into the house and continued to hang around declaring that he would remain all night 
unless she let him in. When he attempted to raise the window she says that she got her pistol and 
fired at him through the window. Then he went away and she gave the alarm to some negroes 
who lived near by and who were already awake and had heard the fire of the pistol and the death 
cries of the wounded man. 

The dead body showed that he had been standing near the window, for the ball entered his 
back just under the shoulder blade and the putty from the window was carried by the ball and 
pressed into his clothes where the ball entered. The bullet pierced the heait and the man 
staggered a few steps away and died. The only words he ever uttered were heard by a negro man 
who lived right near and he says that Willard, when he was shot, cried, "Lord have mercy, 
you've killed me now." Right neai· the window were some crumbs of tobacco and by the side of 
his mouth was an unlighted cigarette that he had evidently just made. All the circumstances point 
to the fact that Willai·d had leaned up against the window and was standing there with his back to 
the house making the cigai-ette when she fired the shot that snuffed out his life. 

Willard's friends think that he had stopped there by the road side, for her house was close up 
to the road, and was waiting for some one, and that the shooting was the act of a rash and 
probably a drunken woman who may have acted under the suggestion of some man who was 
spending the night at her home. The theory of the defense was that she had the right to defend 


	Sur_Humphreyr_i0001_p0001_lib
	Sur_Humphreyr_i0001_p0002_lib
	Sur_Humphreyr_i0001_p0003_lib
	Sur_Humphreyr_i0001_p0004_lib
	Sur_Humphreyr_i0001_p0005_lib
	Sur_Humphreyr_i0001_p0006_lib

