
JOHN SENTER 
ONE OF THOSE "QUALITY" FOLKS 

There was a financial panic in 1819 all across the United 
States. Part of the cause was the heavy importation of 
European goods that hurt American manufacturing. Tea cups 
such as Major Oglesby's wife served milk in to William Golding 
and Frost Snow is an example. Luxuries from Europe, such as a 

dish for dessert, imported shoes, calico cloth and 
forks all hel bring on the panic. All of the money was 
going to Europe. (History of Economic Progress in the U.S.: 
Jennings) 

John Senter refused to get caught up in luxury living and 
he made his own shoes and he made his own straw hats. Times 
were so hard that Hollin, his wife, made dumplins out of rye 
flour and he used the rye straw for hats. John kept a supply 
of whang leather and he could fix about anything with it. He 
used it for galluses and laces for his shoes. He used it for 
halters to lead in the cow for milking, and he whipped his 
boys with it when they got out of order. He couldn't live 
without whang leather. 

John developed the philosophy that if he couldn't catch 
it, grow it, or make it, he would do without it. His father 
was the pioneer Zachariah Senter. Zack bought 150 acres of 
land in Surry County, North Carolina on Little Fisher River in 
August 1786. In 1789 he was taxed with 200 acres. In 
November 1791 he bought 250 acres and on August 23, 1793 he 
sold the 250 acres on both sides of Beaver Dam Creek. Then he 
bought 100 acres from William Norman on both sides of Little 
Fisher River in October 1793. At this time he had 300 acres 
plus the benefit of the crops he had raised for two years on 
the 250 acre farm. His 300 acres were on Little Fisher River 
adjoining the Normans. 

Zachariah and John Senter, with Davis Holder, were 
ordered to begin at the ford on Little Fisher River, between 
the two plantations of Silvaner Rabon, and view and mark the 
nearest and best way to Rockford. The date was February 10, 
1802. They were to report back to the court at the next term. 
I suspect that this is now the road that is called Prison Camp 
Road. It goes to Dobson where the name changes to Rockford 
Road. It wasn't called Prison Camp Road until modern times. 
This John Senter must have been a brother of Zack for he is 
too old to be the famous John Senter of the Fisher River 
Scenes. With the Senter families frugal ways the court knew 
that they would find the least burdensome way to the 
courthouse at Rockford. 

A Fisher River Scene shows John Senter's back door being 
about 4 1/2 feet tall. "Skitt" came to visit and Hollin, the 
wife of John, told Skitt, "Stoop low, and you'll come in." 

John was described as being thin visaged, eyes small and 
scowling, his features hard and rigid, indication of spleen 
and general suspicion. 



The~e was a ~eason fo~ John Sente~'s sho~t back doo~. No 
man could ente~ his home unless they bowed low before John and 
Hollin. It was an act of defe~ence to "Quality." When Hollin 
told "Skitt," "Stoop low," he said that he obeyed, went in, 
and was disappointed that he didn't see John. He had hoped to 
bov.J low befo~e "Quality." 

"Skitt" wrote that John Sente~ had a fondness fo~ law, 
fond of litigation. Othe~ scenes desc~ibe eye gouging fights 
at Shipps Muste~ G~ound. John Sente~ was a law and o~de~ man. 
He was "Quality" and let the law do his fighting fo~ him. He 
bided his time until the ci~cuit ~iding judge came to Shipps 
Muste~ G~ound. 

John was described as "none of your quality men" and 
hated quality ideas; he opposed them. The complaint was that 
John only allowed Hollin to serve a one dish meal. 
Se~ving a sumptious meal to guest was an act of deference to 
honor the guest. John deferred to no one but did allow Squire 
Freeman to take the first sip of brandy from the cup. In 
ancient times it was common for a servant to take the first 
sip of the cup to prove that he had not poisoned it. Being 
"Quality" John put the Squi~e in the position of a servant, 
the vJine taster. 

We are given enough detail to know that crops were still 
being hoed and plowed. Maid Holder was plowing in his shirt 
tail and the weather was "dingnation hot." This t-Jas a summer 
when John Sente~'s potato crop growed plumb up to the front 
door. To come in the house Squi~e Freeman had to "bow low; 
and come in the back door." John "ha~dly axed them to set 
do!!Jn." 

In his pr-eface "Ski tt" Taliaferro wrote in 1857 that he 
was presenting (his Fisher River Scenes) and the reader, as 
one of the sovereigns of the mental world, could decide upon 
the me~its. Skitt wrote the truth about John Senter, he was 
"Quality." 

Mary Felts Columbine 
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JOHN SENTER 
ONE OF THOSE "QUALITY" FOLKS 

There was a financial panic in 1819 all across the United 
States. Part of the cause was the heavy importation of 
European goods that hurt American manufacturing. Tea cups 
such as Major Oglesby's wife served milk in to William Golding 
and Frost Snow is an example. Luxuries from Europe, such as a 
separate dish for dessert, imported shoes, calico cloth and 
forks all helped bring on the panic. All of the money was 
going to Europe. (History of Economic Progress in the U.S.: 
Jennings) 

John Senter refused to get caught up in luxury living and 
he made his own shoes and he made his own straw hats. Times 
were so hard that Hollin, his wife, made dumplins out of rye 
flour and he used the rye straw for hats. John kept a supply 
of whang leather and he could fix about anything with it. He 
used it for galluses and laces for his shoes. He used it for 
halters to lead in the cow for milking, and he whipped his 
boys with it when they got out of order. He couldn't live 
without whang leather. 

John developed the philosophy that if he couldn't catch 
it, grow it, or make it, he would do without it. His father 
was the pioneer Zachariah Senter. Zack bought 150 acres of 
land in Surry County, North Carolina on Little Fisher River in 
August 1786. In 1789 he was taxed with 200 acres. In 
November 1791 he bought 250 acres and on August 23, 1793 he 
sold the 250 acres on both sides of Beaver Dam Creek. Then he 
bought 100 acres from William Norman on both sides of Little 
Fisher River in October 1793. At this time he had 300 acres 
p 1 ~ts the benefit_ ~!__ th_e _ craps he had raised for two years on 
the 250 acre farm. His 300 acres were on Little Fisher River 
adjoining the Normans. 

Zachariah and John Senter, with Davis Holder, were 
ordered to begin at the ford on Little Fisher River, between 
the two plantations of Silvaner Rabon, and view and mark the 
nearest and best way to Rockford. The date was February 10, 
1802. They were to report back to the court at the next term. 
I suspect that this is now the road that is called Prison Camp 
Road. It goes to Dobson where the name changes to Rockford 
Road. It wasn't called Prison Camp Road until modern times. 
This John Senter must have been a brother of Zack for he is 
too old to be the famous John Senter of the Fisher River 
Scenes. With the Senter families frugal ways the court knew 
that they would find the least burdensome way to the 
courthouse at Rockford. 

A Fisher River Scene shows John Senter's back door being 
about 4 1/2 feet tall. "Skitt" came to visit and Hollin, .the 
wife of John, told Skitt, "Stoop low, and you'll come in." 

John was described as being thin visaged, eyes small and 
scowling, his features hard and rigid, indication of spleen 
and general suspicion. 



There was a reason for John Senter's short back door. No 
man could enter his home unless they bowed low before John and 
Hollin. It was an act of deference to "Quality." When Hollin 
told "Skitt," "Stoop low," he said that he obeyed, went in, 
and was disappointed that he didn't see John. He had hoped to 
bolo'J low before "Quality." 

"Skitt" wrote that John Senter had a fondness for law, 
fond of litigation. Other scenes describe eye gouging fights 
at Shipps Muster Ground. John Senter was a law and order man. 
He was "Quality" and let the law do his fighting for him. He 
bided his time until the circuit riding judge came to Shipps 
Muster Ground. 

John was described as "none of your quality men" and 
hated quality ideas; he opposed them. The complaint was that 
John only allowed Hollin to serve guest a one dish meal. 
Serving a sumptious meal to guest was an act of deference to 
honor the guest. John deferred to no one but did allow Squire 
Freeman to take the first sip of brandy from the cup. In 
ancient times it was common for a servant to take the first 
sip of the cup to prove that he had not poisoned it. Being 
"Quality" John put the Squire in the position of a servant~ 

the wine taster. 
We are given enough detail to know that crops were still 

being hoed and plowed. Maid Holder was plowing in his shirt 
tail and the weather was "dingnation hot." This was a summer 
when John Senter's potato crop growed plumb up to the front 
door. To come in the house Squire Freeman had to "bow low; 
and come in the back door." John "hardly axed them to set 
down." 

In his preface "Skitt" Taliaferro wrote in 1857 that he 
was presenting (his Fisher River Scenes) and the reader, as 
one of the sovereigns of the mental world, could decide upon 
the merits. Skitt wrote the truth about John Senter, he was 
"Quality." 

Mary Felts Columbine 



JOHN TALIAFERRO to ZACHARIAH SENTER SURRY DEED BK I, PG 305 

This Indenture made this twenty sixth day of November in the year of 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one between John Taliaferro 
of the one part and Zachariah Senter of the other both of the State of 
North Carolina and County of Surry witnesseth that for and in 
consideration of the sum of one hundred pounds to me in hand the 
receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl myself satisfied doth give grant 
and confirm to said Zachariah Senter his heirs and forever a 
certain or parcel of land situate lying and being in the County 
and State aforesaid and inning at a post oak and running a supposed 
South course 55 chains to a branch thence down the branch coursing the 
Creek to a point of a hill thence along an agreed line 61 chains to a 

thence West 55 chains to a thence North 34 chains to the 
to have and to hold all that tract or parcel of land 

two hundred and fifty acres be the same more or less with the 
privileges and appurtenances thereunto belong unto the said Zachariah 
Senter his heirs or forever and said John Taliaferro doth hereby 
for himself and his heirs warrant the said land unto the said Zachariah 
Senter his heirs and against all persons whatsoever. In witness 
whereof he that hath hereunto set his hand and seal on the date and year 
above written 
A.D. 1791 

, Sealed & Delivered) 
in presence of ) 
Charles Taliaferro 

his 
Philip X Prichard 

mark 
his 

James F Tucker 
mark 

State of North Carolina 
Surry County 

John Taliaferro (seal) 

February Session 1802 

The execution of the within Deed was duly proved in open Court by the 
oath of Charles Taliaferro and ordered to be registered 

Test John Williams DC 



MARGARET NELSON TO ZACHARIAH SENTER SURRY DEED BK D, PG 49 

This Indenture made this fifteenth day of August in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty six between Zachariah Senter of 
the County of Surry and State of North Carolina of the one part and 
Margaret Nelson of the said County and State of the other part 
witnesseth that fer and in consideration of the sum of twenty five 
pounds goad and lawful money in hand paid by the said Zachariah Senter 
to the said Margaret Nelson the receipt whereof is hereby fully 
acknowledged she hath granted, bargained and sold and doth hereby 
bargain and sell unto the said Zachariah Senter and his heirs forever 
one tract or parcel of land lying and being in the County aforesaid on 
the waters of Little Fish River, beginning at a black oak on the South 
side of the said River and runs West sixty five chains to a post oak, 
then North forty four chains to a past oak, then East twenty five chains 
to a pine, then North to the River, then up the River to the Mouth of 
the second Branch, then North to the head of a Branch then down the 
Branch to a pine, then South to a pine on the River, containing one 
hundred and fifty acres more or less to him the said Senter his heirs 
for ever free of all incumbrance to have and to hold, possess, occupy, 
peaceably enjoy the aforesaid granted Land and premises with all the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining & I do 
warrant & defend the aforesaid granted land and premises, hereditaments 
there unto belonging to him the said Zachariah Senter his heirs and 
assigns for ever from all Persons laying right, title or claim 
thereunto. Signed, sealed, & delivered in the presence of us 

Elijah Smallwood 

his 
Thomas F Ross 

mark 

her 
Margaret M Nelson 

mark 
(seal) 

Surry County February Sessions 1787 The execution of the within deed 
was duly proved by the Oath of Elijah Smallwood I ordered to be 
registered 

Test Jo Williams Clk 
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SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
P. 0. BOX 997 

DOBSON, NORTH CAROLINA 27017 

February 8, 2001 

Sharon Cooke 
910 Neal St. 
Greensboro, NC 27403 

Dear Sharon: 

We didn't have much success in finding your ancestors. Perhaps you could find 
out the names of some of the brothers and sisters of Philip Senter and John 
William Henry White. I checked marriages, births and deaths and the following 
were all I could find: 

(Father): Henry White, (Mother): Mary Jane Senter 

Children: Emily Maria White, born 3 I 17 I 1911 

Elber Thomas White, born 5121 I 1915 

Monroe Taft White, born 5 I 14 I 1917 

Eunice Virginia White, born 5 I 30 I 1919 

There are several records that go back to John Senter, but without further 
information from you, we can't determine if Philip Senter is related. (This John 
Senter lived in the Round Peak area of Surry County at the head of Little Fisher 
River.) There are a few Senters listed in the Mt. Airy telephone directory. 

If you can provide us with additional information on either Philip Senter or 
John William Henry White, we will be glad to try to assist you. 

The Research Committee 



Descendants of Zachariah Senter 

Zachariah Senter 
· .. +mlknown 
....... .. 2 Jolm Senter b: 1799 in North Carolina d: 1880 in Suny County, North Carolina 
......... .... +Hollin Stantliff b: 1809 in Suny County, North Carolina d: Aft. 1890 in Suny Cmmty, North Carolina 
..... ............... 3 Solomon Senter b: 1829 in NC d: 1903 
.......... .............. +Nancy Sally Spencer b: 1836 
....................... .. .... .. 4 Philip Senter b: 1858 in Suny County, NC 
................... ..... .. .. .. . 4 Francis Senter b: 1860 in Suny County, NC 
.. ............ ................. 4 Linsay Senter b: 1862 in Suny Cmmty, NC 
........ .. .. .. .... ............. 4 Ambrose Senter b: 1864 in Suny County, NC 
............... ..... ........... 4 Satlders Senter b: 1869 in Suny County, NC d: 1939 in War, WV 
......... ........... .. ............. +Martita Shouse b: 1867 d: 1937 in War, WV 
...... .. .... .. .............. ............... 5 Jeny Senter 
....... .... .......... ............. ... .......... +Mitmie 
...... .. ..... .. ........... ......... .... .... .. .. ...... . 6 Phillip Senter 
......... ...................................... ... .. .. 6 Sandra Senter 
...................... .......... ........ .............. 6 Jerry Jr Senter 
.......... ......... ....... ... ............. ...... ..... . 6 tmknown Senter 
.................... .. ..................... 5 Paul Senter 
..... .................. ..... ........... ........ +Ada 
.... ................ .. ......................... ... .... 6 Hosey 'Bill' Senter 
............ : ....... .... .......... ...... .............. 6 Jw1e Senter 
........................................... 5 Nathan Senter 
........................................ ..... .. +Grace 
..... ........... .... .................................. 6 Pat Senter 
...... .... .... .... ................ .............. ...... 6 Wanda Senter 
........................................... 5 Lester Clyde Senter b: December 12, 1898 in Galax, VA d: March 02, 1966 
.... .... ................ ....................... +Mary Magdaline Ward b: July 30, 1901 in Wardell, VA d: January 28, 1988 in NC 
.... ......... .......... ............................... 6 William Senter 
.... ... ............ .................................. . 6 Viola Senter 
...................................................... 6 Henry Woodro Senter b: 1922 d: 1987 in North Carolina 
..... ............ ............................... ... ..... .. +Bell 
.......... .... .................. ... .... ........................ .. 7 Gladys Senter 
....................... ... ... ...... ....... .............. .......... .. ........ 8 David 
.. .. .......................... .... .... ............. .............. 7 Gloria Senter 
...... .......... .... ...... ............. ...... .. .......... .. ......... ...... .. 8 Sherry 
................................................................. 7 Lee Senter 
................... .. .................... ............. 6 Lester Clyde Jr. Senter b: February 23, 1926 d: September 01 , 1978 in Hanover, PA 
... ... ............. .......... ........ ... .... ...... ...... .. +Juanita Click 
.............. ................. ............... ........ ........... 7 Harold Senter 
................. .. ....... ..................................... .... ... ...... 8 Brian Senter 
...................................................... ..... .. .. ... ... +Nancy 
... .. .. .. .............. .. ............. ........................... 7 Janet Senter 
..... .......... ......... ......... .................................... +Wayne Hagar 
............... ................ .. ........................ .... ...... ... ...... 8 David Hagar 
............................................................ .... . 7 James Senter 
..................................................................... +Kelly 
... ......... ..................... ........ ...... ............................. 8 Eric Senter 
................................................ ...... 6 Helen Lorraine Arnett Senter b: 1929 in about 
...... ............................. ............. .. .... .. .... .... . 7 Charles Bill Harrison 
.................................................... .... .. ....... 7 Clinton D. Senter 
............................ .. .......... ...... .............. .... . 7 David Arnett 
............. ............. ... .... ................................ 7 Debbie Arnett 
.......... ....................................................... 7 Danyl Amett 
........ .. .... .. ...................................... .. ...... .. . 7 Leani Arnett 
.................. ..... ......... .......... .... ................. .. 7 Rita Amett 
................ ..... .......... .. .. ...... .......... .... .......... 7 Wayne Arnett 
.... ... .... ................ ... ................................... 7 Keith Amett 
..... ..... .............................................. .... .. ... 7 Shawn Amett 
......... ...... ......... .......... .................... 6 Burleig)1 Spahr Senter b: May 06, 1938 in Welch, WV 
.................. ...................................... .. +Mildred Elaine Tully b: November 03, 1941 in Manhattan, NY d: January 24, 1981 in Hershey, Pa . 
.. .. ... ....... .... ............... .. .............. .... .. .......... 7 Shirley Alme Senter b: October 08, 1959 
.. ........................................ ..... ................... ... +Michael Jolm Leonhardt b: August 07, 1958 in Gennany 
............................................... .......... .......... ......... 8 Jessica Alme Leonhardt b: December 04, 1985 in Hanover, PA 
.... .......... ...... ................ ... ............ ........ .... .. 7 Susanna Marie Senter b: December 15, 1960 
.................. .... ............................................... +Timothy Keith Cook b: July 31, 1958 
............... .................. ......... ...... ................. ...... .. .. . 8 Chastity Marie Cook b: June 19, 1984 
...... ............ ...... ........ .. ............ .. .. ............ .. ............ 8 Chelsea Lyru1 Cook b: Mard1 19, 1990 
..... .... ......... ...... .. .. ........ .... ............... .......... 7 Joseph Jerome Senter b: May 24, 1962 
..... ... .... .. ......... .. .... ........................ ...... ........ .. +Sylvana Senter 
...... ... ......... ...... ........ ........ .... ................. .. ............. 8 Miriam Mildred Senter b: in Germany 
.. .. ..................................................... .. ................. 8 Dario Spahr Senter b: in Germany 
.... ............................................. ..... .. ......... 7 Timothy James Senter b: July 31, 1964 in NY 



. ....... .... ............. ...... ... .... .. . ..... ............. . .... ..... +Carol Cheek 

.. .... ............... .............................. ..... ......... 7 Patricia Lym1 Senter b: April 02, 1966 in Hanover, PA 

..... ...... ........................ ...... .......... ...... ........ .... +Brian Keith Bealmear b: October 17, 1966 in Maryland 

.......... ........ ........ ............... ........ ................ 7 Kathryn Mae Senter b: February 21, 1968 in Hanover, Pa. 

.... .. .. .. .. .. .............. .. ................... ........ .... .............. . 8 Christina May Garrett b: in Hanover, P A 

.. .... .... .. .............. ........ ....... ................... .... ............ 8 Justin Yingling b: in Hanover, PA 

.... .................. ......................... ....... *2nd Wife of Burleigh Spahr Senter: 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. +Loretta Hardy 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. ............. .. .. ............. ............ .. ... .... 7 Rae Aim Senter 

......... .... ... ........ .. .... ..... ............... ......... ... ....... +Richard Ray 

... ............ ............... ......... ... ....... ..... ...... ................ 8 [1] Jamie Blesi 

.... ........ .. .......................... ........... ............ .. *2nd Husband of Rae Am1 Senter: 

.. . . . .. .... . . .. .. ............ ....................... .. ............... +Chuck Blesi 

.. .. ............ ............. .. ...................... .... ................... 8 [ 1] Jamie Blesi 

..... . ... .. ..... ............ . .. .......... ....... .... .. . .......... .. .... ..... 8 Tiffany Blesi 

....... .. ... .... ........... ..... ... .. .. .... ... ......... .... .. .... .......... . 8 Samantha Blesi 

.................. .............. ..... ...... 5 Em est Joseph Senter b: June 09, 190 1 d: January 1968 

..................................... ......... . +Ada Lee Perkins 

.................... ................ .. ... .......... ... 6 Joseph Senter 

.. ...................................... ........ ...... 6 Charles Senter 

................................... ...... ............. 6 Hazel Senter 

.. ................. ................ .... ............... 6 Ethel Senter 

.... ........... .............. .................. .... .. . 6 Franklin Senter b: January 26, 193 8 d: Jw1e 19, 1968 

......... ........................ .............. .. ..... 6 Francis 'Sissy' Senter b: January 26, 1938 

.... ............. ................................... .. 6 Phyllis Jean Senter b: April29, 1932 

...................... .... ..................... ........ ... +Charles David Shirley, Jr. b: April10, 1924 

.. .. ............. .. .. ...... ...................................... 7 Lola Mae Senter-Shirley b: March 26, 1952 

...................... ........................................... 7 Joseph Franklin David Shirley b: September ll , 1957 

...... ....... .... .. ............ ...... ................. *2nd Husband of Phyllis Jean Senter: 

... ............. ............................... ........... + Johm1y Maynor 

................... .. .......... .. ........ .... .... ...... .......... 7 Elizabeth Aim Maynor b: September 25, 1959 

.......................................................... ....... 7 Helen Marie Maynor b: May 09, 1961 

................................................................. 7 Charles Edward Maynor b: February 17, 1963 

......................................... ........................ 7 Christina Sue Maynor b: February 28, 1965 

.................................. ........ ...... .. ...... .... ..... 7 Rose Marie Maynor b: April 01, 1967 

.. ............ ........ .......... .. ............................... 7 Bernard De Wayne Maynor b: July 04, 1969 

................... ..... .. ................. ... ................... 7 David Lee Ma)'lJOr b: January 29, 1972 

.. .................... .......... .. ............ ........ 6 Agnes Senter 

.... ....... .... ............ ................ 5 Lillie Maude Senter b: February 28, 1910 d: December 13, 1993 in War, WV 

............................ ...... ............. +Harry C. Hess b: April 07, 1907 d: November 26, 1972 

.......... .... ............. ..... .. .. .. .. .... ...... .... 6 Eugene Hess 

.. .. .. .. .. ..... .. .......... ........................ ... 6 Pauline 'Polly' Hess 

................... .. ........ .... .... .... .. .. ..... .... 6 Bobby Hess 

.. .............. ........... .................. ....... .. 6 Matthew Hess 

...... ......... .. ....... ...... .... .. ..... ....... .......... +Ruth 

........................... ..... .. ......... ... ....... .... ... .. ... 7 Missy Gartrell Hess 

... ........... ............. .. ........... : ..................... .... .. . +Ashley Gartrell 

...... . . . .. ............ .. ....................................... .. .. .. .. .... 8 Aaron Gartrell 

... .. ................ ... .......... ..... ... ... ................ ... ....... .. ... 8 Holly Gartrell 

.......... ........ .. .. .. ...... .. . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ........ .. .. .. . 7 Cindy Hess 

.. ............. .. ................ .. ........................... .. . 7 Patsy Hess 

........................ ... ........ .. .... ................. .. . .. .. 7 :Matthew Jr Hess 

...................................................... 6 Pete Hess 

.. ... .. ........ .. ................... .. ................ 6 Carrie Hess 

............................. ....... .... ....... .. ......... +Ross Reger b: October 12, 1929 d: July 23, 1995 

.. .. ............... ... .. ... .. .... .. ............. .... .. 6 Mary Ellen Hess 

.. ......................... ........................... 6 Claude Hess 

.................... .. ............................... . 6 James Hess 

.. .... .. ........ .... .. .. ........... ................... 6 Troia Aim Hess 

.. .. .. ......... .. ....... .......... .. .. .... ............ 6 David Hess 

................... ........ ..... ...... .. .. .. .. ........ 6 Rodger Hess 

.......... .............................. .............. 6 David Hess 

.................... 3 Mary Senter b: 1833 in NC 

.................... 3 Wilson Senter b: 1837 in Surry County, NC d: July 01, 1863 in Gettysburg, PA 

.................... 3 Nancy Senter b: August 03, 1838 in NC d: May 1929 

........................ +Ellis F. Jarrell 

.. .... ............. . 3 William Senter b: 1841 in NC d: January 14, 1862 in Charlottesville, NC 

.................... 3 Zachariah Senter b: 1842 in NC 

.................... 3 Rebecca Senter b: 1844 in NC 

..... ................... +Calvin Wood 

.. ....... ........... 3 Calvin Senter b: 1846 in NC 

............... ..... 3 Eva Senter b: 1850 in NC 

.... .. .. ........ .. .. 3 Albert Senter b: 1851 in NC 

2 
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PARENTS OF NANCY SENTER JARRELL, WIFE OF ELLIS JARRELL 



-
(Center) 

OCCUPATION: 

NAME John Senter: Laborer 
0 dote 

1799 -&l!ce MILITARY SERVICE: 
z BIRTH/CHR. War 
c:( MARRIAGE 17 May_ 1826 Surrv r.o11ntv Nr. From .To 
CD DEATH )M·I' ,,__ ('. t ·! ~· l8. ':1. (? ~ r <;? £? ~ Rank (/) 
:::> BURIAL ~i,;~C,f 

~a:<:!R. S~rH:~r ::r: FATHER OTHER WIVES r 

MOTHER 
- . 

NAME Hallin Stanley (Stanl iff) 
w dote 1809 tf!tfic e 
l1.. 81RTH/CHR. 

;r: DEATH afte:r: 1890 OTHER HUSBANDS: 

BURIAL 2LAt'.' 
FATHER Oliver Stanlev 
MOTHER 

CHILDREN 
._.c 
•t: FULL NAME OF CHILD DATE OF PLACE: . OF -o·-... m 

Sex I Birth, Marriooe a. Birth, Marrlaoe and Death 
O"Q M-F Nome o; Child's First Spouse Death 

I Solomon B 1R29 NC 
M06 Jul 1854 Surry County, NC M l (Sall ~ ') . · ' Nancy Spencer D ,A./ (_ . 

2 Mary B 1833 NC 

I 
M 

F D ' 

3 Wilson B lB17 c;: ,..,....,..., r'A·11nt-u Nr. 
--:T ./ 

J 
M 

M D 1 .1 T11l 1 RF,1 Ge ttysburg, t 'A 

4 Nancy B 03 AU!l 1R1R NC 
M 30 Dec 1858 

I F Ellis F. Jarrell lo Mav 1929 
5 Willi am B c '1841 Surrv Countv Nr. 

M I . (nrnh:::~hlu cinnlo) 

M 
oT4Jan 1862 Charlottesville VA 

6 
<J 

B 1842 NC Zachariah (Zack) • ~ I 

I 
M 

M D 

7 Rebecca B 1844 NG 
M11 Dec 1869 

I F Calvin Wood ' lo 

8 Calvin B 1846 NC 

I 
M .. 

M In 

9 Eva (Emery) (Emily) B I~ 1/ r; I 1850 . N_G 
I 

I 
M . 

F 0 

10 Albert B 1851 NC 

I 
M 

M D 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION Addr ttoiJAI c . .J,,fJfl .. _,., ~,. $ p f) cJ ,'S (' ,'5 ,' 

Article ih "SimolP PlPi'!c:;llrPs 11 Pi'lnPr Q_~Q • ~repared b~: Wilm~ Jarrell ~iatt 
l~DU Surry County Census 

1---· ~265 Spainbour ~ill Hoad 
Surry County Taxables in .1835 Tnh;wrnvi 11 P Nr. 27050 
l~oU Surry (;ounty Census 

-. .. 









,y~ 1; 'A-~ /falLer~ f~dA-{) t#~ 
·rr: JO ~J ~ ;?;~ h.v ~ {h~~­
£~1 ~~-1; >fe~ rr-

-. 

' -' , 

L~~ . 
c~:t~ 



) 



? c~, i:;'ry I I 9 
/17a?~J '117~~ 3975/ 

&~ :J. 7/ /7 'iJo 



'r:~~ c ~ 7 '-h)A ' 

/?14-oC~ 

J/Yl~ 
~~dcVv5 

i 

J~~ 
?J/}/1~ s · 
~ 

5 - ID 
;;..._ 

I tJ- !£' 
I 

~0 ~ 30 

I 

/ 

GL- Gl J ~ .~JJ /Q )~ !f-Cc c/ U/J?-k~---
/1-v)~J 8~;5; /;ff/.6 ~ ~~ C?o.~ /yJ-<J-l. 

B~ 3. r· J' :?, (.:P~J 'h;..v ,) 
j .... 



.:1(~-C//J?J!w {!Ike :vvfo/ ) /?~Q 

p l_c.u ~ /8SoC~ 
Ov~ 8~ 

~J A-~ c~ {~) /f'T IV/ C:, 
G.Qo..-. 

F 37 
'h'7~ ala.... -' r • ? 7,. 

/Jl :2/ 
lu~ttc.c-z /?"-" 

:2-o (j__£a_-

~ M 

J¥~ /1/ !2! ~-

JY)cth:/i.~ )::- /b Ma__ 

11~ F /'f GLQ 0..... ~ 

~J /VJ /; 6Lf2Q_;, 

1?v~ M ?J CJJ2Q__ 



\ 

August 13, 1980 

Dear Corinne, 

' 
Spent this afternoon lining up the Senters in N.C. - more or less. 

Havn"t found anything to pin Alfred to so far except the census. 

1785-87 N.C. Census- from tax lists. 
Luke Senter Pg. 70 Halifax Co. , Thomas Pace Dist. 

2 WM -2lor over 60 1 WF 

1790 Census Index - N.C. 
Zachariah Senter 
Stephen Center 
William Senter 
Stephen Senter 

over 16 -16 F 
Pg. 183 Salisbury Dist. Surry Co. l - 1 - 2 
Pg. 113 Lincoln Co. 8th Co. 1 - 4 - .l 
Pg. 41 Cumberland Co. l - 1 - 3 
" " 1-1-2 

1800 N. C. eensus lind elK 
Freeman Senter 
Henry " 
John " 
Stephen " 
Stephen " 
William Senter 
John Senters 

1810 N.C. Census In~ex 

Warren Co. Pg. 832 
Cumberland Co. Pg. 390 
Surry Co. Pg. 710 
Cumberland r;o. P g. 391 
Lincoln Co. Pg. 844 
Cumberland Co. P g. 391 
Surry Co. Pg. 693 

? Fereby Sept,EP"'(Clnter) Cumberland Co. ? 
Joel ,~~ : ,;; Lincoln r:::o. ,, ..... 
John . " · · Surry Co. 
Mary ", Cumberland Co. 
Moses 'r Rowan Co. 
Stephen ·',, Cumberland Co. 
7acha '' Surry Co. 
Fereby Senter Cumberland Co. 

1820 N.C. Census Index - Potter 

Page 
246 2 16/26 5 Fl6Up 20the 
341 • 
163 
258; lF 26-45 
37 
257 2-10 1 26/45 Fl-10 12€ 
163 
246 2-10 Fl-10 3 1()'16 2 1€ 

1 26/45 1 45up. 

Stephen Senter Cumberland Co. 3-10 2-10/16 2-26/45 l-45Up. 

Edward Senter 
Stephen Senter 
\Villiiam Center 

Lincoln Co. ,, 
Lincoln Co. 

F 1-10/16 1-26/45 2-45Up. 
1-10 l-26/45 F 3-10 l-10/16 1-26/45 
1M 45~ lF 45UP 
lM-10 1-26/45 Fl-10 1-26/45 



Aug. 13, 1980 
Senter for George - Pg. 2 

1830 N.C. Census Index 
John Center 
Drury Senter 
William Senter 

1830 Alabama Census Index 
A. Center 
Henry Center 
JohnS. Center 

Surry Co. 
Ashe Co. 
Lincoln Co. 

Autauga ~o. 
Mobile (?) 
Conecuh Co. 

A. Center shows M 1 -5 1 20/30 F 

184 0 N. C. C. I. 

'Page 
136 
011 
234 

139 
on 
092 

1 20/30 

Southern Township 
*City or County? 

Blake Senter 
James " 
Nathaniel" 
Stephen 

Sumberland Co. 254 
257 

John Center 
John Center 
Zachar ian 
Brazwell 

If 

Ashe Co. 
Cumberland 
Cheroree Co. 
Surry Co. 
" 
Orange Co. 

18 
257 
232 
83 
" 
219 

The Alabama 1830 A. Center would seem to fit with the Childrens 
being born in Ala. On the 1850 Ms. census you sent the last child Robert 
is listed as being born in Ala. Think this is in error. 1f they are in Ms. 
in 1840 he should have been born there. 

Suggest that you contact the Itawamba County - Clerk of the Chan. Court 
Fulton, Ms. 38843. They have probate and land records. Find out when 
A. Senter arrived inlthe area and what Senter/Center probate records they 
have. 

Then also write to Autauga Co. Judge of Pro. Prattvil~e, Ala. 36067, 
and find out if Senters owned land, when it was sold and if there are any 
probate records there. 

Don't know how the states are set up, perhaps you do and know wheather 
it would be best to write the state or the county. 

If Alfreds first wife was Annie Joel either she was born in Ala. or the 
A. Senter which I found is another one. The census could be checked for the 
J oels in both Ala. and Miss. Had spent most of the afternoon on the Centers 
and didn't feel that I should put any more time until I heard from you. 

Do you suppose the 50-60 male in 1840 is a Reed or a Centre" Perhaps 
a check with the county will tell us. I have to find the father of Alfred A. in 
order to pin him into N. C. 

Checked a few of the printed volumes for the counties showing on the 
census without a clue. 

4 Hours - Paid Sincerely, 

Betty J. Cam in 
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George's Market & Farm Supply, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 119 
Mantee, Miss. 39751 
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