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Feb. 3, 1987

Dear Ruth Minick,

I hope you are not sick or run away from home. I waé in Mt. Airy Sat.

last and called your # to see if I could come by for a short (very Short)
visit, sorry you did not answer. I had with me some Papers I thought you
would love to read and maybe do a story on. Have you ever wondered why
People leave Mt. Airy or Surry County and where they went years ago?

That is my first quesﬁon when I find an ancestor who was in Surry and then
dis appeared. Someone has sent me this biographical sketch by Gideon Potter,
son in law of Bartholomew Hodges, and brother in law to my CATLETT SMITH
who married Susannah Hodges (I received it from Orella Chadwick.. my distant
cousin from Oregon I met through the Heritage Book.) Any way you take no
offense to what he says about the Methodist , after all he was a Regular
Baptist and if he preached at the churches he meantioned, we call them "“hard
shell" or primitive, however, he gives some good history of this denomination

and I think it will interest you.

I am sending a family shei};for Bartholomew Hodges to aquaint you with names.
#1 Patty and Wm. Rainwater, Moses and Mary Potter Hodges with Gideon and
42Tabitha Hodges Potter all left Surry together and it is believed went to
Pulaski County, Ky. first, most of them ended up in Lawrence County, Indiana
where Edmond (Edmund) Hodges went ca 1835. Edmund, we think , was brother to
Bartholomew. Anyway, we learned from an IL Hodges descendant that:
"William Rainwater was a farmer, and a school teacher (singing and writing)
and he was highest rank Mason and Captain of the Home Guards. Hié wife Martha
"Patty" Hodge (no S) refused to own slaves so they made their own way. He died
at age 45 of white swelling after rffusing to have foot amputated as recommended
by doetor. They were the parents of 14 children, 7 blue eyes and 7 black eyes,
and 2 or 3 sets of twins. (Rainwater sounds Indian, does'nt it? ).e.cceceen
Uncle Mose Hodge 2 children and Aunt "Tabby" Hodge Potter had several. Uncle

Gideon Potter lived 106 years and preached 75 years."

This lady is a descendant of above Edmund Hodges.

While we are on Hodges, if you read my Heritage Book story that ended with
James P. Hodges...well this past year I finally connected with his brothers
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