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INTRODUCTION 

First you will find a statement presented by Mrs. J. W. Hohnes in The Year 1940. We are 
grateful for her work and it is contained herein without change, excepting it was modified to fit 
this siz.e paper.It is the intent of this writer to let Mrs. Holms' statement speak for the history 
of F1at Rock Presbyterian Church prior to the 1940 date. 

Following Mrs. Holmes's work are two reports that were put together during the time Rev. 
Pooley was pastor here at FJat Rock. They are on colored paper and almost impossible to 
copy, however, we feel they will be of interest especially to those of us who were members of 
the F1at Rock Church at the time they were presented. 

Random information of some historic interest, from congregational meetings, is enclosed along 
with lists of past Pastors, Elders, Deacons, Clerks of Session, and Treasurers. 

During the Civil War (war between the states) The Presbyterian Church in The United States 
of America (PCUSA) General Assembly ceased to meet. After the war they, for some reason, 
each went their own way and a new church was formed which was called The Presbyterian 
Church in The United States (PCUS). The PCUSA was generally known as the northern 
church. The PCUS was known as the southern church. and its congregations were basically 
located in the southern states. The PCUSA had congregations throughout the country, most of 
them that were located in the southern states were made up of members of the 
African-American race.Each church went its separate way for many years meanwhile they 
became somewhat different. Some people hoped that the church could become united but 
neither could agree to the other's constitution. Finally each church appointed a constitutional 
committee to work with the other church's committee resulting in a new constitution that both 
churches could agree on. After much prayer, tears, sweat, and talk both churches voted to 
reunite and to again become one called The Presbyterian Church (USA). 

Beginning in the early 1980s under the new constitution The FJat Rock Congregation was 
required to make changes. The church was required to become incorporated. An office 
rotation system was began for the church's officers. The Board of Deacons no longer 
appointed the Church Treasurer, this was done by The Church Session. The congregation could 
no longer hold title to its real property unless it voted to do so within a certain period of time 
(The Flat Rock Church voted to do so on September I 0, 1989). 
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HISTORY OF 

FLAT ROOK PRGSBYTI!fill.AU CHUHCH. 

The Presbyterian Church has been the martyr Church of history. Though 
sword and fa.~ot a.re laid aside, she :naintains her martyr pre-eminence by 
con tinuiug to elicit a peculiar hosi ti ty. .As an acute observer has truly 

saicl, "Every heresy in doctrine or morals worlcs itself first or last into 
a frenzy a~ainst Calvinisbm". 

The persistence of these attacks rendrJrs it imoortant that Presbyteria 
should inform themselves of the scriptural warrant and splendid history of 
that great system of doctrine held by their Church, that they may be able · t 
vindicate \Zod's truth aE;ainst error and give a reason for the faith tho.t is 
in them. \ihile we are not the ecclesiastical body that holds this system, 
none will deny that friends and foes alike award to the Pr,sbyter ian Churah 
as its wreath of thorns, or its diadiem of glory, the distinction of being t 
world's historic and lead.tog representative of the creed of Calvinism. In 
this coronation we rejoice, an:l we w0t1ld gladly attribute it to the purity 
in which we hold this ''faith once delivo.red to the saints", and the unflinc 
ing fidelity with which in every age we have been ready to champion and to 
die for it. 

Our doctrinal 6~aildards of our Church are three: the 'Nestminster i-J'hort 
Catechism, the l/estminster Larger Catechism, and the -::estmioster Confession 
of l''aith. They are not three creeds. They are three statements, varyini:s i 
form, fulness and purpose, of one and the same creed. Each is complete in 
itself. gach contains all the essential truths of Scripture. Each is a 
complete epitome of the Oal vinistic system. Whoever intelligently accepts 
the teachings of the 5horter Catechism is a true Calvinist. 3bould he exte. 
his studies to the Larffer Catechism and the Confession of iaith he \\Quld fi 
in them the same ssstem of doctrine with which tile briefer statements of th 
;:jhorter Catechism had already acquainted him. Her doctrinal system the 
Presbyterian Church accentuates. She is pronouncedly and !X"e-eminently a 

doctrinal church. Yet the acceptance of her dtandards she never requires 
of any applicant for admission to her fold. Her only condition of church 
membership is a credible profession of faith in Christ. Calvinistic and 
Arminian believers in 0hrist she welcomes with equal heartiness. Her door 
of entrauce is wide as the gate of heaven. But of her office-bearers she 
:tequirefl aoctrinal soundness. 'l'he question asked them at ordination is, 
"Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of 1''aith and the Cate­
chisms of our ·Jhurch as containing the system of doctrine taught IJn the 
Holy Scrlptures?" This formula of subscription is liberal. It binds only 
to "all the essential and necessary articles". "The use of the words 
'system of doctrine" in the terms of subscription precludes the idea of the 
necessary acceptance of every statement in the Standards by the subscribers 
but involves the acceptance of so much as is vital to the system as a whole 

Thus we say that Oalvinisbl won the battle for freedom. Men imbued wit 
his ideas fought the battles. ln sane places they succeeded; in others 
they failed. The great principles w~re crushed successfully in France ani 
Spain. In Switzerland, Holland, England, Sootlarrl, they prevailed. The 
victory made America possible. 

The name Puritan is one to dream ab0ut. It was a general term that 
included Low Church Episcopalians, Presbyterians anl Independents. These 
wanted to purify the church worship by taking away the unbiblioal thinBs 
that had been added my men. Galvin's students taight his views in England 
and this increased the number of .Puri tans t When oorse·cutl on ca.me · to these 
hATiAVArR R fAw vaar~ latAr there started ~he stre~m ~f em ~ration to A.meri 



:L ' In 1776, the Presbyterians and Cong-regatlonalists met in Elizabeth, 
l~ew Jersey, to discuss plans for insuring the relig ious liberty of the 
churches in America. The Presbyterians were told that an .l!;p iscopa te wou ld 
be founded and bishops appointed from England, despite their opposition. 
It has truly been called a religious war with the Presbyterians and Con­
gregationalists firmly on the side of the colonists, while the 1~piscopa­
lians, almost without exception, wore loyal to England. 

Home Missions played a great part in the development of Presbyterian 
ism in North Oarolina. In 1770 seven ministers laboring in North Carolina 
were set off into the Presbytery of Orange, the second presbytery to be 
organized in the South. 

After the General .Assembly passed the famous Gardiner Springs Resolu 
tions declaring allegiance to the Federal Government, all Southern Presby­
terians renounced their allegiance to the General Assembly of the Presby­
terian Church in the u. s. A., and met in Augusta, Ga., on Dec. 4, 1861, 
ani constituted the first Ueneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the Confederate States of America, later changed to Presbyterian Church 
in the U. s. , and it is o.f this branch that we are now a part. And, with 
this bac~ground we look to the foundation and progress of our own Church. 

The religious life of Mt, Airy today, as judged by the eleven strong 
and well established churches within the city and a large number of others 
within a radius of two miles, is the outgrowth of almost two centuries of 
progress, which dates back to the itinerant pastors of the colonial days 
in !iorth-·Nest Horth Carolina. 

The average passer-by, looking at the splendid church buildings that 
grace our oi ty streets and countryside might never th ink of those hardy 
pioneer Christians who laid the f0undation stones of religious worship in 
these North Carolina hills, but one with a historical mind may focus his 
thoughts in the past and visualize the work of the pioneer ministers who 
first preached the word of Jesus Christ to those early settlers in this 

community. 

The Methodist, Quaker, a.o:l Primitive Baptists were the first denomi1 
tions to hold services in this section of the country, but the Methodists 
were the first to build a church in the Town of ~t. Airy, and it was a 
ml ss 1onary by the name of 11arc Wood, sent out by the llethodis t Church here 1 

who went to China during the l'lar Between th States and returned several YE 
later with a Chinese b0y vmo was a familiary figure on the streets of J,lt. 
Airy for many years, John Hazee, mo still lives in the County. 

The second church to be organized in J\it. Airy was of the Presbyter ii 
faith, the formal organization of which took place in 1858 with seven char1 
members, hlr. and Mrs. R. S. Gilmer, Mr. and Mrs. Allan Denny, Miss Martha 
Gilmer, :Miss Lizzie Gilmer and Miss J.lary Dick. 

This organization meeting climaxed a series of informal Presbyteriar 
meetings which had been held since 1850 by travelling ministers of the denc 
nation. Ur.B.s. lHlmer was chosen as an Elder at the time of organization, 
which post was held by him until his death. 

The first Presbyterian Church building was erected in 1873, the lan: 
being donated by Xr. Gilmer. The first· church was a frame structure on th• 
same site as the present church and was used for 37 years with 17 minister1 
serv/ as Pastor. 

The present church building was erected in 1910 under the ministry c 
Rev. John A. Gilmer and was fornally dedicated on June 14, 1~14. Since th~ 
time. uudor the nastorates of ~i ev. T.c. Bales. Hev. Zeb V. RohAl"!':nn _ R ... v. 



J. c. Grier, Rev. J. II . r,1cFall, and Hev. J. : ~. Ficklen, the membership h a s 
more than doubled. 

Another individual who has played a prominent part in the buildin~ up 
of the First IJresbyteria.n Ghurch is Judge ;:;. F. Carter, who has been active 
in its affairs for six decades, and he served for forty-one years as Superi 
tendent of the Junday ;;ichool and 1 s now ;)enior Elder of the Ghurch. 

It was from this bac~ground that E'lat Rook: .Presbyterian Ohurch came 
into being". Mr. John E. Spaugh, a member of First ~hurch, was among the 
first to recognize the need of some . outpost work for his church, and who 
realized that the most receptive place for this work was in the "Quarry 
Section," the quarry havine- been in operation for several years and there 
being several farnilies there who were either Presbyterian or brour;ht up 
in the Presbyterian faith·, among them being the Leitch's, Alonroes, Dobie's, 
Valentines, Gwyn's, and the Mitohells. '. So, early in the turn of the cen­
tury Mr. Spaugh and his eldest daughter, whom we speak lovin.:;ly of as 
"Miss I::thel" began a Junday Jchool in the old nook School House, she teachi 
a class and playing the organ. ~his building stood on the site of, and is 
now a part of, the new Flat Rook Baptist \Jhurch one mile &st of us. Let 
Miss Ethel tell us in h ~r ·own .-;ords of th.is-..;"Happy memories throng thick 
run fast as l thin ic back: over the days when my rater was all ve, and when th 
Flat Hock: Sunday School meant so much to us. 

"The Sunlay 3ohool had its beginnings in the Sunday afternoons wh~n 
Papa would tak:e us to ride in the old carriage. We all loved the roads 
toward and past the Quarry, anl my father would gather up extra copies of 
quarterlies, 3unday School Papers, Christian Observers, eto., and would giv 

them to the children ·.vhom we saw, and would often stop to talk to them. 

"Through the interest and the help of Alr. Peter Deatherage, a Sunday 
School was begun in the Rock Schoolhouse. The people of that community, of 
all denominations, were most helpful anl faithful, and, as you Jr.now, many 
attezrled from the Quarry itself, among them some who taught classes . in the 
school. Mr. J. A. Paisley was the Uount Airy pastor at that time." 

I 
/ About th11 year B02 the Sunday Jchool had grown and the heads of the 

families in both this cormnuni ty, and what in which the Baptist church is 
located, saw tho need of church homes and the peoples of the two oorrununi tie 
began their church homes around the same time, the Baptists building what 
is now called the old :3aptist Church atn the Presbyterians building this 
one that we are celebrating today. 

The lot was donated for the church, by the ·,fidow of Mr. R. s. Gilmer 
and the Executor of his Estate, the Deed being rrade to John E. Spaugh, 
George i"J. Lee, w. w. Burke, John Leitch and Hugh .Monroe, as Trustees of the 
Mount Airy .Presbyterian Church; an<l the grani t~ was donated by Messrs. Tom, 
George and Frank Woodruff, owners at that time of the quarry; and by popula 
subscription of money aud labor the building became a reality. 

The Corner Stone was laid in 1903 in the presence of a large orowd fr 
far and near. Granite City.Masonic Lodge furnished a barbecue dinner, that 
was sold to ma. kB money to pay off the indebtedness of the church, and quo ti 
from "Miss Ethel" again1 "Dr. B. W. l1ebane succeeded Mr. Paisley, as Pastor 
in 1903, and was present at the barbecue which was given on the grounds to 
finish paying for the lovely new church, during the summer of 1903. Some 
of the boys had a hand organ that turna:i with a crank, and played the same 
t:we over and ~ver. It was a very fest iv~ occasion and made a lot of monoy 

~/!lfS well. The vhurch was dedicated early in December, 1903, ani it is a joy 
.. to !mow that my father lived to attend that dedication, and the protracte<1 

• ~•e\iij~ethat followed it. He died on Deo. 23, 1~03, a Chttatian soldier, 
rr ~Vur ~ere was one. 
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The Thomp sons,.had con~ to the Rock before this; the Allens, the Te she s, 
J. s. Klein, and others. 

"Beloved lo.lr. Geo. ·;1. Loe, assisted by 1tr. S. A. 1·wbite, had taken over afte1 
Papa's death, arrl the :Junday School grow and flourished. My sisters am I 
continued to attend, and l played the organ, which had been given by 1iessrs. 
Tom, Geor13'e, and Frank Woodruff. I '11 never forget the hymn that was played 
in the wrong key one Sunday, and Mrs. ~.A. Gilrner's loyal attempts to 
reach the high notes! The Rev. John A. Gilmer had followed Dr. Mebane as 
.Pastor in 1908, and both he aOO. Mrs. Gilmer were especially interested in 
the Rook "'huroh, andmeant a lot the Sumay School. 

The following is ta~en from the ilinutes of Granite City Lodge 1322, A. F. & 
A.. M., of whioh Mr. John Leitch was ;io rshipful Master, and included in the 
1iembersh1p of the Lodge were ?.1r. H. D. Monroe, Mr. Robt. Dobie, Mr. Edd 
Davis, Mr. Geo. w. Lee, Mr• Bob ·:vray, who were active in the founding of 
the churchs-
"Aug. 18, 1903- .Regular Comnunioation. Lodge accepted an invitation to 
attend Corn~rstone Laying. Oonmittee on Arrangements- o. ~. Lochtitzky, 
w. P. Gilmer, H. D. »onroe, s. P. Graves, John Leitch, Edd Davis and Geo. w. 
Les. The Lodge directed the Secretary to ask the Grand Master to superintent 
the laying of the Cornerstone, and directed Bro. S~ P. Graves to write 
F. D. Winston to deliver an address on the occasion. Page 210". 
"Call Meeting sometime between Sept. 1st and Sept. 12th, 1903, to appoint 
Special Committees. Bros. ~. P. Gilmer, s. Hale, Edd Davis, were appoint~d 
a conmittee to select a Deputy Grand Master and Wardens, viz.- John ~eitch, 
Grand *aster; o. w. Kochtitzky, Sr. Warden, and J. R. Paddison, Jr. ',Varden., 
to lay Cornerstone of Church on Sept. 12, 1903." 
"Sept. 15, 1902. lteS'llar Cornnunioation. Bros. s. P. Graves, O. ·:;. Kochtitzl 
arrl -;;. u. Wal 1 were apppointed a Committee to prepare Minutes of lirand Lodge 1 

Proceedings of Sept. 12th. Page 216". 

About this time Mr. Geo. ·;;. Lee had a Olass of Boys who decided that 
Church needed a bell arxl that they oould raise the money to buy it, which 
they did. In this class of boys were familiar names like, Clyde Wray, 
Henry Valentine, and Harry McHooe. 

During these years Flat Rook Church as a Chapel of the First Presby­
terian Church with regular preaching services conducted by the .Ministers of 
that Church, these being Dr. Mebane, .Mr. J. A. Gillll9r, Rev. T. c. Bales, 
and Mr. z. V. Roberson; it being during the ~storate of ~r. Roberson, in the 
year 1923, t~at it was decided Flat Rock was ready to stand on its feat and 
b e organized as an individual church, under the supervision of the Home Miss 
Board. 

At this point, we pause to pay tribute to the Seminary 3tudents who 
helped the Pastors of first Ghurch and who were active in the work of the Fla 
Rock Churchs-

Mr. GeorB'e West Diehl came in June 
to assist Rev. John A. Gilmer and left in 
Theological Semlna.ry, graduating tn 1916. 
Texas, and pastor of a church of more than 

1913 from ~ashington & Lee Universi 
September of that year for Union 
He is now Dr. Diehl of Corpus Chr i 
u thousand communicants. 

Rev. G. w. Taylor, Jr., who labored with us during the SUn:mer of 1914 
am after graduating from the 31minary he anl his wife decided to enter the 
~'oreign Mission t'ield, going to :Jrazil. He died while doing Eveangelistic \'io 
and Head of the Boys School there, where he had endeared himself to the worke 
and to the natives. 

Rev. Joe ·.Valk.er helped Mr. Bales during- the Sununer of 1915 and for sev 
held pastorates in N. C., goine then to Gaffney, s. c., but the first o 

c , this year, he moved to Greeleyville, s. c., where he accepted tho ~asto 
of that church. 
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Mr • .Marion s. Huska, v.ho was also a :Jummer Supply, has had a very active 
work in the ministry, after finishing at the Seminary he was pastor of 
several churches, and spent two years on the i<'oreing .C'ield in Brazil, but 
is now Pastor of the lirst Presbyterian !Jhurch, Heidsv ille, N. C. 

Mr. George Claytor was another that endeared himself to us, but throu~h 
the years we have lost sight of him, and think he must have moved to 
the !{orthern Church, as there is no record of him at present in the workm 

r , , of the .:>outhern ..;hurcb.. 
') • : · I.·.. \ ,. • I J .,..,. ~\t~ J..__or.f\.1Ji~JJ 

.d.nd\ast but 1~ot least is our own Rugh Hamilton, who has recently returnee 
to this Presbytery, aad he is g'Jing to tell us today of hismself and his 
work. He is now Assistant Pastor of First rresbyterian Church, ·.anston-3~ 

Of the organization of Flat Rock Church, the following is taken from 
the 11inutes of Orange Presbyt8ry1-

"At a \;alled keet in;_~ of Orange Presbytery, March 6, 1923, the second l 
of the callwas "To receive a petition for the organization of a Church at 
the Rock, .Mt. Airy, N. c., and to appoint a commission to organize a Churc 
if the way be clear." 

Action o.f Presbyter.ya "Rev. S. M. Rank:in, Supt. of Home Missions, pre~ 
to the Presbytery the 1Hssion ·.-iork in the Mt •. Airy field, the hopeful outl 
ot; the •nork, aud. their desire to have a Church organized at th~ Ilock, wher 
we already have a builclin?,' and a congregation. He told tbe Presbytery tha 
it was tliP :111r1'nne of tr,e Home Mission Committee to place a man tlrnre, anc'I 
that he would be supported in purt by the E'irst Church of llt. Airy an''· by 
Home Mission Funds, and by the Congregation at the Rock 0hurch. 

No signed petition was presented, bu§ on motion of Hev. J. M. liankin, 
Presbytery voted that a commission be appoiuted to organize a Church at th 
Rock, 11t. airy, a. C., 1f the ·way be clear. 

The .iJoderator appointed the follov;1ng Commission: Hev. J.M. Hankin, 
Rev. George ',/. Lee, Ilev. c. E. Hodgin, Ilov. ~. V. Roberson, and Eld~rs ,;"·· 
Carter and Dr. 0. ii.. !laird. The time to be fixed by the Conmission." 

Report of the Commission - Made at the Spring 11eetiug of Presbytery, 

"The Commission appointed to organize a Church at .no.t Hock, :i.:t. Air-.Y 
N. o., met on the evening of the 12th of liiarch, 1923, at the clost of I~van 
listlc 3ervices conducted by the dynodical hlvangelist, Dr. Wm. Black. The 
following me!nbers of tl1e Cornmisdon were present- Hev. o. E. Hodgin, Iiev. 
Ueo. w. Lee, ltev. z. V. Roberson, and Elders :ii • .i:'. 0arter and Dr. c. A. Ba 
Dr. Wm. Black, and Eld~rs ii. w. l3urke an:J Raymond Shive were invite~l to 
sit with the Commission. 

Rev. c . .E. Hodgin preached and Rev. z. V. Hoberson was appointed as G 
A petition was presented, ~igned by 55 persons, who desired to be organize 
into a Presbyterian Ohurch. On motion the "'etition was granted, and the 
Commission proceeded to the organization of a Presbyterian ~hurch accDrdin 
to our Book of Church Order. 

By vote of the .0ongregation "Flat nook: Presbyteriai Ghurch" was chose 
as the name of the .church. 

ay unanimous vote 1.:r. H. D. Monroe was elected as Elder of the Church 
and i\1r. John :McKenzie, Mr. James 'l'hompson and .tlr. D. J. hlidldff were elect 
as Deacons. These bfficers were duly ordained an<l installed. 

A brief charge was de i.ivered to ttie officers and iliernbers of th~ Cburc 
by Rev. ~eo. ';.;. Lee. .rtemarks were ma.de by Dr. 'Nilliam l3lack and .Hev. z. V 
Roberson. 

The Commission adjourned with the l3enediction by Rev. z.. V. Hoberson 
Respectfully Submitted, 

C. E. Hodgin, Chairman." 



This sketch would not be complete wi thout a. -word of a npreciation to I.Jr. 
J. D. i3argent and The 1·lorth Carolina Gran! te Corporation for their 
interest,in, and help with the work of Flat Rook ~hurch. It is to them 
that we are indebted for the beautiful grove about the church and for its 
upkeep. 7~'hen the church ne~ded painting on the outside, it was to them 
we went; in fact, it is to them we go whenever we vmnt anything .!?Jg. 
The Au.xi liary has sponsored the Bulletin Board for the yard, but it was 
"''r. Sargent v.rho male it possible by donating the stone back, with the 
lettering, for the board, and it will be completed within a few days. 
When we need tables for pioB41cs or for Bible School, it is to Mr. Sargent 
we go, and it is always given to us with a willing spirit. Every year 
at Christmas Time there is u check sent to the Church Treasurer to help 
with the Church Expenses. 
While we ~11 feel that !<'lat Rock: Ohuroh is a blessing to the communl ty, 
and to the quarry company as well, we do anpreoiate the fine spirit that 
the Gompany and the Officials have always shawn to the Church. 
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Early in the ~pring of 1924, latter part of April and beginning of 

May, a Revival was held in Flat Rokk Church by Rev. Lowery Bownan, a 
re la ti ve of V.r. Berry, which was a great blessing to our l)hurch arrl. 
Community, several of the heads of families uniting with the Church 
at this Ume. Due to the addition of a number of members it. was 
decided to elect additional Officers, and at this time John w. Holmes 
and Ralph o. Monroe were added to the 11 st of Elders and Mr. Phil 
Combs and •forth 1!clione were added to the list of Deacons. 
A complete list of our ~lders and Deacons at the present time, Oct. 
13th, 1940, is as follows 1-

ELDERSs H. D. Monroe, James Thompson, John w. Hol:l:es, Ra~j>h c. Monroe, 
Charles Edwards, and .i:.1erida Pell. 
DEACONSs John McKenzie, Phil Combs, Aquilla Pack and BlJde Wray• and 

Hubert Lawson. 
and we give below a brief sketch of each of theses-
Jrlr. H. D. Monroe was born in Furniss, in the Highlands of .3cotland, of 

· J:>resbyterian parents. He came to America when a mere lad, atrl after 
working in various parts of the country he came to Mt. Airy in the 
early nineties and decided to settle here, bringing his family from 
Massachusetts. lie was el acted a Deacon in the First Presbyterian Church 
in 1915, and at organizaUon of ~'lat Rock Church he was elected as 
Elder. He has served in ·almost every phase of the church's work, 
being Supt. of the 3unday School for a great many years, and is still 
Teacher of the Bible Olass, being considered our best Bible Student arrl. 
Teacher, and is also Senior Elder. 
Mr. John w. Holn:es, familiarly known as Johnnie, was born in Southowram, 
near Halifax, England• His parents were active workers in the ·;iesleyan 
Methodist Uhurch of that place. He came to America when a young rmn and 
worked in various sections of our country, coming to l!t. Airy in the r'all 
of 1922, married one of Flat Rock girls in 1923, and in 1924 joined this 
Church, and was elected a.n Elder at that time. He has been active in 
the work of the Church, and especially in the work of the choir. 
Ralph c. Monroe needs no historical sk:etoh. He has followed in the foot­
steps of his parents and has been active in ~'lat Rock Uhurch throughout 
his whole life as Student, Teacher, Supt. of Sunday School, as an ~lder, 
and Church :.:reasurer. 
Charles ~dwards joined the Baptist Church when twelve or thirteen years 
old, his parents being active in that uenomination, and moved to Flat Root 
Church about 1931 I.as been active supporter of this church during this 
period, arri is at present .:)upt. of the Sunday Jchool, and. a good one1 
Mr. James Thomnson was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, His parents were 
Episcopalians and he came to this country when a small boy. He ,ioined 
the Episcopal Church in Paterson, N. J., when living there as a lad with 
his parents, and moved his membership to llitst Pres. Church soon after 
comine to Mt. Airy while Ur. Giln~r was Pastor. He has served our Church 
as Deacon a.ncl now as li:lder antl has been Clerk to the Session for a number 
of years. 
Mr. Merida Pell caire to us from Hunter's Chapel, Va., a Methodist Church 
in 1925 and soon made a name for himself as a Leader in Church work, al­
ways ready to do aeything that he was aslced to do-- if the minister needs 
l!omeone to substitute for him he knows he can always rely on 1~r. Pell to 
lead in prayer or conduct a service. He was soon elected a Deacon and 
then au Elder and has served as Supt. of the SUnday School. 
Phil Combs is anotJier that can always be counted on to be in his place~ 

His parents were Primitive Baptists, but Tulr. Combs was a regular attendant 
here at Flat Rock for a number of years before uniting with the Church in 
1924, His family has been brought up in Flat Rock Church, and if it were 
tior Mr. Combs we would have come to a oold church building on many Sundays 
but he volunteers every Fall to see that the fires are built, and the 
weather never gets too bad to keep him away from service, and see that the 
rest of us are comfortable. 



<J.' 
v Below 1 s a list of the 0ha rter ~Lembers of l<'lat Rock Presbyterian Church: - -

Airs. Lydia Burton 
Mrs. Robt. u. Collie 
Mr. w. J. Canpbell 
Mrs. " " 
Thelma Dobie 
Mrs. Henry Gardner· 
Mrs. John Leitch 

·Margaret .ueitch 
Joseph Edmund ~aitch 
Mrs. E. P. Ball 
.Kenneth McKenzie 
.Mr. Jasper 3ho rt 
Mrs. " " 
.Mrs. Nellie Dobie 1ialker 
Alice Mastroianni .. 
Alba ; 
Gia 

" 
" 

Leandra " 
Mallie Jackson 
Bessie Davis 
Jtella Brooks 

Mr. H. D. Monroe 
Mrs. H. D. Monroe 
Ralph C. Monroe 
Airs. Halph o. 11-inroe 
.Arthur u. Monroe 
D. J. :Midkiff 
Macy 1.iidki ff 
Ralph :Mididff 
Glenn .Uidkiff 
John Walker 
Charles Walker 
1-lrs. George Davis . 
Willie Gardner 
Mary Louise ~ardner 
Vircsinia Gardner 
Lula Frances. Hill 
1ilaude DiPalma 
Beatrice D1Palma 
Ruby ':Jhi taker 
John Davis . 
Claudie Whitaker 

Mr. John McKenz i e 
Mrs. John HcKeni:ie 
1!rs. E. M. Doss 
Paul Griffith 

~ Mrs. Goor~e Mitchell 
Bessie 1ii tchell . 
Harry McHone __, 
Elsie McHone ,_. -
J runes Thompson 
.Mrs. James Thompson 
Christobel Thomr son 
Mrs. A. Valentine 
Dora Lee Valentine 
Willie Valentine 
Myrtle 1alentiue 
.Mabel ·,.hi taker 
Myrtle Doss 
Daniel Doss 
Gaston Gardner 
Joseph Witt 
Thomas Iii tt 

Soon after the organization of the church a call was sent to Rev. R. L. 
3erry, asking that he come as Pastor of ~'lat Rook Church, together with 

two other churches. The Call w~s accepted by ?fr. Berry and he carre to ta 
in the .:>ummer of 1Y23. Robert Lowery Berry was born in ·;lashington County, 
Va., near .ti.bingdon, alli following his graduation from High School he entere< 
King College, Bristol, where he received his A. B. degree. He was reared ii 
a strong Presbyterian family, and community, his father and several uncles 
being Elders in the Presbyterian Church for years, joined the chU{Ch when l: 
years of age and was received as a Candidate for the Ministry in Abingdon 
Presbytery in 1917. He entered Union Theological Jeminary, graduating 
in 1920, and in the same year was licensed and ordained at ?.ladison, N. !J • . 
He remained as Pastor of Flat Rook Church for t~elve years and endeared 
himself to all with whom ho oarm in contact. E'or five years he has been 
Pastor at Jparta Presbyterian Church, \\here he is also closely connected 
with Glade Valley High School. 

Early in the year 1935 a Call was sent to Rev. J. K. Fleming, of Thomas· 
ville, N. c., to come and minister unto us, which Call was accepted by him. 
llobn Kerr Fleming was born near Elmwood, N. c., and when a boy he untted 
with Third Creek Church, moving his membership in 1914 to Elmwood Presby­
teriaa Church. His family has been connected with the Presbyterian Church 
for years, and his relatives were arrong the founders of Davidson College. 
after graduating from High School at Pikeville, N. C., where he met the 
girl who is now his help-meet, he attended Davidson College. .Durin6 the 
World War he served with the A. E. F., first in Co. B., 306th Military 
Police, and later in Headquarters Co., 155th Infantry. Returninr,- from E'rani 
in 1919, he entered Union The~logical :Jeminary, from which he graduated. in 1 
and at the same time his sister, Miss Lillie Fleming was a student at Assem 

· Training School, later doing Home Mission Work and then as Pastor's Assistai 
in Lexington Uhurch.Mr. Fleming was licensed by Concord Presbytery and orda 
by Wilmington Presbytery. He has been v --~ry active a:> Pastor at ..lcme, N. u. 
Gilbert, w. Va., Thomasville, i~. a., and is now serving :nat Rock,illxliXllll8.JU1 
Asbury and Collinstown Churches in an untiring manner-- he never knows a 
"quitting place" when the work of the illaster is at stake. His zeal and his 
work have made this day possible in the annals of Flat Rook Church. 



.Mr. John MoKenzie was born in .Argylshire, Scotland, of Episcopalian 
parents and remained a member of that denomination until harch 10th, 
1923, when he joined First .Presbytorian Church upon Statement that he 
was a ].:lamber of the Episcopalian Uhurch in Argylshire. He moved his 
membership to Flat Hock at the time of organization and became one of 
its ~har ter 1,lembers, and has remained fal thful and loyal throu~10ut the 
years, willing to do whatever he is called upon to do in the v.urk of the 
Church. 

D. J. 1Jidklff was one of the boys who grew up in our Church, but later 
moved to Flat Rock Baptist Church. Later he moved back to our community 
and he and his fooi i ly were always to be counted on in any work: of the 
church. Since movin~ into the town of ~t. Airy, it is inconvenient for 
them to get back to Flat Rock as often as they would wish, or as often 
as we v.ould like to have them, but they still have a warm fcelins for flat 
Rook: and come whenever they can. Dock fits into the work: of aey church 
and is always active in church work, going where it is most convenient for 
him to attend regularly. 

Clyde ~-iray is another who .grew up with Flat l\ock: Church. 3ince coming 
back to Mt. Airy to live, he having bean out of the 3tate for a number 

· of years, he moved his membership to Flat Hock, where he has been mo st 
active in the work of the choir. 

Mr. 1.uilla Pack cane to t'lat Rook Church in 1:135 from the Presbyterian 
Church at~ Danube, Va. , he having joined the church there in 

1916. Hil father and mother were Presbyterians, an:l Mr. Pack is a 
graduate of Blue Ridge Academy. He was elected as a Deacon at Flat 
Hook in 193 , and is one of our motb faithful workers as Ass is taut 
Superintendent of the Sunday School and a teacher. 

Mr. Hubert .i.av;son is one of the new-comers to our Church. His parents 
were Methodists but he did not join any church until 1938, when he, 
his wife and a son were all received into the church on the same day. 
Hubert was elected a Deacon shortly after coming into the Church and 
is always ready and. anxious to do anything he is cal led upon to do. 

Vie have one son of l?lat Hocie Church vmo is a ministerial student. 
Jimmie l.tarvin joined the church while living here with his pDrents, 1.~r. and 
Mrs. '..'rorman Garvin, although they have since moved to \"iashinrrton, D. c. 
Mr. Garv j n was o.n ~lder in our Ghurch an:l 1!rs. Garvin was very active in 
the lroman's Auxiliary, with both of them working in the ~'unday dchool. 
Jimmie's grandparents were miss lona.ries from the ri0 rthern Church to Ghile, 
his grandfather dying there and his grandmother going back after being 
retired because she loved the people there so much and could not be contente 
unless she was busy about her Master's business. 

We have always had a Young People's Organization, first the Miriam 
aanil, AHssion Band, Christian Endeavorers, and now a i:;roup of Young People. 
Those active in this line of endeavor has been, arrl is the young people of 
those families who have always been interested in the work here. 

This '0aper would not be complete if we did not mention those who havi 
served so faithfully bnd well in the Junday School, as Superintendents and 
Teachers. 

Mr. J. J<J. Spaugh; Mr. Geo. W. Lee, whose living memorial is Geo. 1:1. Lee 
.Memorial Church in '.Hnnton-Salem, N. G.; Mr. s. A. Ylhite; Judge W. I!'. Cartel 
and his two sons, Joe and Frank; Mr. D • .E. Hoffman; Mr. E. c. Seewnld; 



. i 

Prof. Ira T. Turlin~ton; H. D. Monroe; Ralph Monroe, Robert Campbell, N. G. 
J, :r.1. Pell, and l\1r. Charles Ed.wa rds, t he present Supt. 
Among the teachers, although we would dot dare to say we remember them 
all, were Miss Ethel Spaugh, r.a ss Blake, · lirs. Gilmor, R.:rs. Spaugh, 
Misses 1lyrtle, Katie and .Annie Spaugh, Miss Elizabeth 1lerritt, Miss Ruth 
Smith, Hiss filautle Witt, Miss Maria Baird, Miss Mary.Mebane, Mra. II. D. 
Monroe, .Mrs. R. C • .Monroe, .Miss ,...aigie Thompson, Miss Essie Gwyn, 11iss 
Dora Valentine, Henry Valentine, ','iillie Valentine, Myrtle Valentine, 
Mrs. John Leitch, .Mrs. J. l1cKenzie, Thelma lJobie, 1irs. l~orman Garvin, 
Mrs. J. K. t'leming, Jfrs. Geo. Clift, and many others, 

1 t was during the pastorate of Hev. J, A. Gilmer that 11rs. 
BlaokWell• of Durham, came and organized the Vioman' <: .Missionary Society. 
The Officers elected at that time weres President, Mrs. J. A. Gilmer; 
Vice President, 1lrs. H. D. Monroe; Secretary, 11rs. l~ellie Dobie; and 
Treasurer, Mrs. John Leitch. These with Alrs. Sarah Spaugh were the 
Charter Members of this organization. Ura. H. D • . Monroe and i•1lrs. c. B. 
McBride also served terms as Presidents. Thi~ Sooietyfoas very loyal in 
its support of the work and really did some wonderful work, but at one 
time with the few who could attend the meetings it was necessary to 
meet after Prayer .hleeting' Service, and the;.; would read from the 1Hssionary 
Uurvey and collect dues, but kept the organization alive, The writer well 
remembers when school was being held in the church building, while the 
new school house was being built, that on Friday afternoons, \\hen it was 
time for the meeting of the Missionary Society, :Mrs. Spaugh would give 
the younger children a poem to memorize after the noon recess, nhile she 
heard the older children rec•t• their lessons, and the first one to learn 
the poem received a dime. That was the method of "teaching through" in 191 

After the church organization in March, 1923, the first officers 
of the Woman's .ti.uxiliary weres - President, .Mrs. H. n• Monroe; Sec.- Mrs. 
J. i'i. Hob;es, and Treasurer- Mrs, Johni.1cKanzie. 

It would talte too nmch time to give a complete roster of the 
Officers during these yea.rs, but among thos e who have served as President 
for one or more terms are: Mrs. H. D. llonroe, .Mrs. R. L. Borry, Mrs. H. C. 
Monroe, 1.lrs. George Clift, :Mrs. llorma.o Garvin, l.!rs. J. ·.v. Hol'.f1es, and ~rs. 
Charles Edwards, the present President. 

Two of our ladies have served as Chairman of Jroup Conference, 
Mrs. Ralph c. llonroe and and 1lrs. George Clift • 

Our Auxiliary follows the plan of our Committee on ·;Joman's ','/ork: 
and tries to '!do its bit" in each phase of the work suggested by th is Comm 
We are also loyal to our own church in all of its work, and within the las 
three years we have been responsible for the ohuroh's having a new carpet 
the pulpit and for the aisle of the church, the Communion Table, a new 
Communion Set, the new Bulletin Board which """ had hoped to h ave today, bu 
which wi 11 be ready shortly, and for the lovely silver baptismal bowl whic 
has been ~iven us by friends "In Memory of Mrs. Sarah L. Spaugh,'' 

Thus v;e have seen Flat Rock grow from a tiny .s>unday School in a 
one-room school house to a thriving church of 105 communicants with a live 
Sunday School of 129 pupils, an active Woman's Auxiliary, and a erowing wo 
among the Young Paople. 

Let us not rest on our laurels of work already accomp~ished, but 
let eaoh one of us press forward, with new zeal, for the prize of the high 
calling of Christ Jesus. 

Faith of our fathers! 
0 how our hearts beat high with joy, 
·:vhene'er we hear that glorious word, 
Faith of our fathers: holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death. 
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·nm GE.Sf.ION rmroms 

Sovon ~lJ.ers cmripriso tho Session of tho Flnt Rocle ?rosbytorian Chur.ch, 
d11ocloratod by tho. pustur, Rnv. R•)bi3rt c. l'ooloy Jr. Tho elders include- t~uillio 
Tuck, Clork 

1 

of · Sossirm; Chr1.rlos Eclwt rlls, H.D. Monr1)0, D.J. Iv:idkiff, · John .Mcl~onzic 
-·. · Frud Eads and. Ugo Ali'ona. Eld0rs· ·-::ack, Ead:=i and Alfonn, wore oloctod by tho con­

gr0g-:ition · und ordninod and i~wtullod l\:U~ust 5,, 1951 
. '1. 

V, _ , . . . ·· l .. , Tho Ses(3ion mot. on ll4ffiurous occar,Jions througliout . th:~J PiS"t; ohurch y0111· to 
-~ - rocoivo ancl dismiss uemocrs, to consi\1or the spiritual · tJrogram. ·and woli'nre of 
, , .· '· the ' Church, und to mo.ot ·faithfully tho :;blieationa plaood updl.1 it ~y ?roshytory. 
~ - · . Additions . to our Churo~ li1:;;t yo'.U' inclu.lo 15 ori profussion of ·rnith, 8 by lettor 
:- 1' "'. . ' anti 3 : name}3 w~ro . rostorod t~ -~ho church roll. Los sos includo 3 by (loath, ond 20 . 
~~,:_ :: ·;.: .• :~ · .. ·:' . ,, .. Placed ·· on -t;ho rotirod roll by. ordor of sossi9n 1n Fol>. 1952. Wo now havo a Ohurcl 
• - ., . ·M0mborship o:f 108. ., 

', . . .. ,, . . . • I. • . 
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· - '.·1.rho lo~s of Elder Hrilph Cruupboll J,~onroo, was sovoro blow to 01,1r ·church. 
' In lovine ,l!lomo:cy· of our frionc'l !J.11,cl brother, tho Sossion has rocordod n tribute 

to Rr-ilph Monroe, in tho Sor, ::innal rccorcl. Mor.lorial ·aorvicos to bo hold by -~es­
byhory ·and Syno<l. this y~wr will incluilo q -tr~bute to Rul;:Jh Monroo. A nemC:>rial ' 
funq .in monorp: of · 1<nlph Oarnyboll Monroo, now o:x:ists, and .. will bo uso<l in tho 
near ful;uro tc:> purcho.ao pulpit furni turo. · . , . ' . ~ . 

,! :rrwo f!l.octi,ngs wor t:! hold in our church. In tho Spring of 1951, · in coopornti• 
v-11 th tho other churchos of Flat Hock, a Union Rovivn.l was · holcl in the ]'lat Rock 
School unr'lor tho loadnrship of :Jr. Rolland Butler, of ·.Grossmont, Calif o In tho 
] 'all ·of .1951, Rev. Ifilrdin l\ing, lod our mooting ot tho Churoh. Doth moctines vmr1 
of. great bop.ofit nn:d profit to our Church and Cout~unity. : 

' ; ; . . . . 

Th~ Session is hnr.11y t\) ro!)nrt thnt tho bot43vol6nt quot~ was mot in full. 
. $510 •. was ·gi von to tho bonovolont causes of our I>onomtnntion tlu•ough ·tho Gonor'ol 

As3ombly, Synod ·anrl :Presbytery" Tho lnrr,ost sttrl . eivon was · $105. to Worlil. Mission, 
·, We ' ~onmcnd tho '\:fcnon of tho Church for their splendid · contributions . to, the over­

all work ,of our Donomin11ti0n, nnd roc0F1rnond thnt ovary group in our Church ac101;t; 
sbmo . bonovoiont ·project. Your Session has accepted 

1

tho' SO!lio quota fron 1?rostytcr 
for 1..952~;53,put , it is our hopo that wo will bo ·able to: cioublo the · quotr· ~. of ~276. 

I • ,·. • •. •• • . . • I • 

J '·. .:·. ) 

._. . ~ . .Your Sossi.on has ·proparcd a sot of Objoctivua for tho Church·, for tho new 
Church. Yolll'. Those nro ii:tcl udorl with this ruport, and all .mombors ar!) urged to 
to ei'vo them cnroful H!ld prnyui•ful consi<leration, ·Tho grontost nood of pur Ch'urc 
t~1 _n ·wc:t'kQblo plnn of lay-ovunselisia, ah\i in tho nonr future wo plon · to ombarR: .o 

',, , o,u 'plan of Vis'1 ta·aon Evo.n130l1Sl'l. Etich ' r:m.c1bor thoreforo is askod to pro:paro a lis 
·. of'.f'rlcnds, tO servo 11s a prnyor ontl prospect list for tho futuro. 

' ~ . . . 

... , . 

•. .. ! 
:, 

Your ;sossion is gratifiod with tho incrooso in tho numbor or .tithers int 
c(~tierneeti~'>n, . but beliovos thoro is still roon for ouch improvomont ·in tJ10 numbo 
of fe.mily al tars in' ·uso in our Congregntion. ·wo onqourago ow.· Ohurch f'an ilios to 
moku tho bast uso of Christian Faraily Wook in May1 ·ond begin then if -not before 
~hG helpful prncti:co of family worshi:.>• 

• ' Rospoc~fully submitted, 
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•I .. ; OBJECT IT8S FOR 'l1Illi cmmc:-I ~~._;,;..;;.._. __ 
Foreward: 

Rarely,. if over·, di cl J~·~sus 1.' •': for· to the . church as an o:rc cmizoci 
ins ti tut ion. · In His str1oss 0~1 tl-...o ::::j_ncdo:·1 of God, J!.i s m.1pl:asL; i1: 

·80 ' mucli on · a now ordor of socirJt,y 'as :t t ~ms en a ncn1 ordor of hrn;1; 
.. bcin[rn uni tof.i in Hirn-of' por30il3 if-10 should dwe;ll to,:_;cthGr in c111~i . 

~ - J ' TT • t . . t , 1 love as cl1ilc.:.."on of a com;:-;~n 1"ucn-,er. _ ... ow;~~cr~ · i. 1.r~s. 1.~H;VJ. au_(; 
,· .· .as ,. the Holy Spirit 11orkoc1 in tl1c noarts. anc.. l.Lvcs_ o~ oc.L .L ~VC]~'s, t l 
·,. ! . . ' J .. should band , togothe:- i11 a yisiblo or-gan.:i.za?.:i.on, tnc o1:'[;a!:uzcd soc. 
~. , ·• ·· 0 r Chrls~~ians; . it exists for tho one funcb .. on of~ f1-i.lf'llli21r; tho p 1 

· : · O::roscs · of Chri$t to the :."'.lnry ·of· God. · ; . . 

'. 
i ' 

. : · ·Objcctivos aro c~3t:mtial to an intc;;ratcd and offectivc pror::: 
stif'ficient to fulfill t}1u pl1rposcs · o.f Chri1:it for His Cl:urch. Ob,j 

. ive·s are si1nplv desired re:sv.lts; i;heir- function is as tho.t of a c• 
t~· a marihcr . ./an instrw·wn.t b~r which · act;ivitios may bo directed 

.. the achievement of specific coa:i..s. . . . . . . . . 
.. , ... ·• He believo that the . priniar;;-· function o.f the Cb.m'c11 is ccn~cr 

the .follo1dng: - F.vangolisn1, phis }~ducation, rosultins in Service:.: 
· · · Therefore, wd submit tho J.OlloHine; gqneral ,. obj cc ti vc:s as suidos b : 

·:.' .~ which,·· growing person~ rriaJr bu cna'.Jlod to become Pully Chri st:l.an as 
'. ~··( · · , H(;)ly Spirit ·worl;:s in th,om an~ throu§h Christian work·~rs. 
·.1 

.•,, 

i' 
' 

f : 
' 

i 
J. 

,-
·! 

; .. . _. ' 

. r:.. . · Ev~ngcli sm: Brin[~lng erowing persons . in to Ch1-.'i st: 
· 1. By instillinc: a truo conception of' God, and awareness of 

personal sin, and of' need f.'or Christ as 8av:i.01 ... und Lo-rd. 
: ' 2 • . By obtaining a dofinit~ docision to accept Christ as p0rso1 
Savio~ and to follow in His wriy of living. 
II- Edudation: Buildin3 GrowinG parsons up in Christ: 

1. ; By prcsontinG. tho ILblo as the :wrd of God I'()Vcaling w~1at 1 

to believe concornint;:; God. as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and whi 
duty God roquir·cs of man. 

2. Dy d(:volopinc; such an undcrstnnc.in3 · and appreciati ·on 'or th 
person and tGaching of Jesus c~~J.rist that a consu"'."nin13 love for Him 

' •, be t~c mastcr-r10ti vo in th•:: indi vid'...tal. · 

· .. ['· 

. , 

.-; , 

· 3. DJ clicitinG a Christian intcrpro.tntion of lift: and tho Un: 
seeing Goclt s purpo.s.::; and plan in it, rosul tin.3 in un adcquatu Chi 
philosophy and a sonso of personal Polationship to God manifested 
~orship, sto~ardship, nnd in surrender to ·th0 Holy Spirit in eve~ 
human oxporioncu. 

J.~.. By e;uiding in a pro~r 1:,ssi vc: and continuous development of c 
like charo.ctor through pcrsonn.J. roLt8ious e.x.po1 ... icnco of consciou:::i 
willine . acceptance · of tho Chr:!.st-lilrn way of..' li vin0.' c!imowcrod bv 
H 1 C'1 · • 't •-..:;;' ... ,r 

. i ·. o Y. ·0p1ri • . · .· . · · . · , · . . ·' 
; Ill- Service: Sett ins ,srowini:; persons 'to work for Cl~rist: 

. .J.. • : By participat:i..on in ' tho Church; (which 1s tho orr-anizod soc 
: .. - · of Christ·ians), that each may contribute ' in .achieving f~lfillmcnt 
, ·thpsc objoctivcs. . · . · · 

2~ By dovqlop~ng_tho ability and willirig~os; to ~pply tho lif 
! principl~s, of Christian truth to ovory .area of .living, so that soc 
. as O. ' whole may feoJ. the impact of Christi s influence. _ 

11 
· J. By holdinG bc:foru th.om tho chall·)Il£O of Chri2.tt s commissi.on 

Go yo into all V10 world, and 1)rcach tl1c ~w:mcl n (r ... :1, i ·o·: r),, i 1 1~ -I1 
\,.....;• .I. • ~ L .... e • -• ~ 

shall bo witnesses unto Mc •• · .unto tho uttermost ou.rts of tho- earth 
(Acts l:D) "' 



Sept. 5, 1948 

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS 
(after the year 1940) 

The congregation met for the purpose of raising funds for the building of a Manse. A 
committee on finance was named: Mrs. Ralph Monroe (chairperson and treasurer), 
D.J.Midkiff, Dave Midkiff, Q.A.Pack, and Mrs. Charles Edwards. A committee on building 
was named: Charles Edwards (chairman), Will Greenwood, Hubert Lawson, Jack McKenzie, 
and RC.Monroe.The meeting was moderated by Rev. Lewis Yelanjean. 

March 3, 1949 
The congregation met for the purpose of electing trustees. The Church has only one surviving 
trustee, Elder H.D. Monroe, elected to serve with him were Charles Edwards, Q.A.Pack, and 
RC.Monroe. "The trustees were given the authority to negotiate any loan or making :financial 
arrangements necessary in building. ofManse".The meeting was moderated by Rev. Ralph 
Buchanon. 

August 23,1949 
The trustees of The First Presbyterian Church of Mount Airy deeded the Flat Rock Church 
property to the trustees of Flat Rock Church in order for them to use the property as collateral 
for the purpose of obtaining a loan to build The Manse. 

April 30, 1950 
The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor.The vote was unanimous to extend a 
call to Rev. RC. Pooley. The Pulpit Committee was instructed to sign the call (no record of ~-
who the committee was has been found. The meeting was moderated by Dr. D.S.McCarty. 

October 21, 1951 
The congregation met for the purpose of electing trustees: Alvis L. McAlexander and Harvey 
Walker were elected. The Board of Trustees were instructed to borrow money, if and when 
needed, to complete the new addition to the Church building. A building committee was 
elected as followers: Mrs. Violet Monroe, Chairperson; Mrs. Ugo Alfimo, Vice Chairperson; 
Mrs. Dave Midkiff, Treasurer; Ima Lee Gillespie, Secretary. The meeting was moderated by 
Rev. RC.Pooley, Pastor. 

October 10,1952 
The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev Harry Barnett was elected The 
Nominating Committee was instructed to sign the call. The committee consisted of Charles 
Edwards, Chairman, Fred Eads, Harvey Walker, Violet Monroe, Goldie McAlexander, and 
Q.A.Pack. Elder Charles Edwards moderated the meeting. 

February 21,1954 
The congregation met for the purpose of approving the building of a second new addition 
(Fellowship Hall). Another meeting was held on June 13th instructing the trustees to borrow 
$6000 for financing the addition. Another meeting was held on August 8th instructing the 



trustees to borrow another $3000 to complete the building. The meetings was moderated by 
Rev. Harry Barnett, Pastor. 

May 12,1957 
The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor.Rev. Douglas Paulson was elected. 
Serving on The Nominating Committee were Ugo Alfano, (chairman), Q.APack, Mrs. Bill 
Martin, Mrs. Vernon Gates, Dave Midkiff, Dora Valentine, and Mrs. Alvis McAlexander. 
Elder Charles Edwards moderated the meeting. 

May 25,1958 
The congregation met for the purpose of deciding if we should buy an electronic organ. After 
much discussion a vote was taken to buy the organ. The vote was 28 for and 17 against. The 
only objection being the cost of the instrument. The meeting was moderated by Rev. Douglas 
Paulson, Pastor. 

February 25,1962 
The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. William 0. Nelson was elected 
by a 1manimous vote. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were Alvis McAlexander 
(chairman), Bill Martin, Myrtle Valentine, Joe McHone, and Myrtle Edwards. The meeting 
was moderated by Rev. Gaston Boyle. 

August 26, 1962 
The congregation met for the purpose of building improvements and maintenance. After a 
discussion on needs and cost it was voted to refinish the inside of The Sanctuary, paint the 
building both inside and out, etc. The trustees were instructed to borrow the fund as 
necessary.The moderator is to appoint a committee as needed to carry out the work. The 
meeting was moderated by Rev. W.O.Nelson, Pastor. 

March 30, 1969 
The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Mr. Robert Crews was elected by a 
majority of the congregation. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were: Allen 
Brown, James Younger, Goldie McAlexander, Ugo Alfano, and Ima Lee Gillespie. Ugo 
Alfano, Ima Lee Gillespie, and James Younger signed the call.This call was unusual in that the 
pastor was to work a nonnal workweek with R.J.Reynolds Tobacco Company and at the same 
time be pastor of the church. The meeting was moderated by Rev. William E. Kercheval, 
Presbyterian Minister and speaker for the day. 

June 5, 1977 
The Congregation met for the purpose of electing a pastor. Rev. Robert A. Johnson was 
elected by a majority of the congregation. The Nominating Committee were Levia Eads, Alvis 
McAlexander, Pershing Pell, Paul Beck, and Gail Welborn.. The call was somewhat unusual in 
that Rev. Johnson had, for some time, served the church in an occasional supply relationship. 

April 25, 1982 



The Congregation met for the purpose of electing Deacons. Wayne Barlow, Donny Cox. 
Oleta Gates, Ima Lee Gillespie, and Goldie McAlexander were elected. Mrs. Gates, Miss 
Gillespie, and Mrs. McAlexander being the first women officers in The Flat Rock church. The 
meeting was moderated by Rev. Thomas Bagnal. 

February 7, 1983 
The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. Linda Blessing was elected by 
unanimous vote. The Nominating Committee was composed of Joseph Welborn (chairman), 
James Midkiff, Joy Barlow, Wayne Barlow, and Corrine Puckett. The meeting was moderated 
by Rev. Thomas Bagnal. 

December 18, 1983 
The Congregation met for the purpose of electing officers and other matters.A rotating system 
of electing officers was put into effect with the election of Elders: Class of 1984 Clinton 
Childress and Fred Eads, Class of 1985 Ugo Alfano and Joseph Welborn, Class of 1986 Alvis 
McAlexander and Pershing Pell; Deacons: Class of 1984 Wayne Barlow, Class of 1985 Paul 
Beck and Donny Cox. Class of 1986 Oleta Gates and Goldie McAlexander.A motion was 
passed instructing The Church Session to follow The Church's Book Order G-7.0401 in 
reference to incorporating the church. The active Elders are to be the directors of the 
corporation (Church Trustees). The present trustees, Q.A.Pack and A.L.McAlexander were 
instructed to convey all The Church's property to The Flat Rock Presbyterian Church, Inc. 
after incorporation was complete.Mr. Pack and Mr. McAlexander were thanked for their past 
service as trustees The meeting was moderated by Rev. Linda Blessing. 

July 30, 1984 
The articles of incorporation of The Flat Rock Presbyterian Church , Incorporated was filed 
with The North Carolina Secretary of State. On August 2,1984 the same was filed with The 
Recorder of Deeds of Surry County, N.C.The incorporators were Ugo Alfano, Alvis L. 
McAlexander, and Joseph Welborn. Mr. Welborn is the initial registered agent of the 
corporation. 

August 23, 1984 
The Board of Trustees of The Flat Rock Presbyterian Church, Incorporated met. Those 
present were Ugo Alfano, Fred Eads, Alvis McAlexander, Clinton Childress, Pershing Pell. 
Joseph Welborn was unable to attend the meeting because of a home emergency. He later 
singed a statement that he had read the minutes and agreed with all the action of the 
meeting.By-laws as suggested by The Presbytery of Concord were read , discussed, and 
adopted.Mr. Alfano was elected president of the board and Mr. McAlexander was elected 
secretary. 

October 10, 1993 
The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. Donald G. Scofield, Jr. was 
elected by unanimous vote. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were: Robert 
Edwards, Jessie Welborn, Alvis McAlexander, Burton Dinkins, and Levia Eads.Rev. Thomas 
Bagnel moderated the meeting. 



July 7, 1996 
The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. Richard L. Qualls was elected 
by unanimous vote. Rev. Qualls is to serve as approx. one halftime pastor while he works for 
Renfto Corporation. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were: Gail Cox, Burton 
Dinkins, Robert Edwards, Alvis McAlexander, and Rosa Marshall. The meeting was 
moderated by Rev. Paul Ridolfi. 

August 16, 1998 
The Congregation met for the purpose of electing a nominating committee for officers and to 
make a decision in reference to .The Board of Deacons. The congregation voted 17 to15 to 
abandon the office of Deacon and at the same time increase the members of The Session by 
three. The meeting was moderated by Rev. Richard Qualls, Pastor. 



FLAT ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PASTORS 

Rev. Robert L. Berry 
Rev. John K Fleming 
Rev. J.W.Foster 
Rev. F.C. Lytle 
Rev. Robert C. Pooley 
Rev. Harry F. Barnett 
Rev. Douglas L. Paulson 
Mr. Thomas Bagnal (stated supply) 
Rev. William 0. Nelson 
Robert L. Crews, Sr. 
Rev. Robert Johnson 
Rev. Linda Blessing 
Rev. Donald G. Scofield, Jr. 
Rev. Richard L. Qualls 

March 1923 to April 28,1935 
1935 to November 24, 1940 
1941 to July II, 1943 
November 14, 1943 to August 4, 1946 
May 28, 1950 to September 14, 1952 
November 1952 to December 31, 1956 
July 14, 1957 to March 15, 1961 
June 1, 1961 to August 31, 1961 
May 20, 1962 to September 15, 1965 
June 22, 1969 to July 31, 1975 
June 1977 to November 1, 1980 
May 1, 1983 to November 1, 1992 
November 7, 1993 to February 11, 1996 
November 10, 1996 to present 



FLAT ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELDERS 

Ugo Alfano 8-5-51 1-8-89 
Margaret Atkins 12-27-98 3-27-02 Resigned 

Donald Campbell - - 35 Moved away 
Clinton A Childress 4-3-60 1-6-85 

GailW. Cox 1-6-85 1-13-91; 12-31-95 12-31-98 

DonnyC. Cox 1-9-02 Present 

Burton Dinkins 12-27-92 12-27-98 

Fred Eads 8-5-51 1-6-85 

LeviaM. Eads 1-6-85 1-13-91 

Char1es Edwards 2-2-36 2-7-68 Died in office (010) 
Robert A Edwards 12-31-89 12-31-95; 12-29-96 12-22-02 

KathyM. Goins 12-27-98 present 
John D. Holms 4- -24 - -43 Moved away 

L. Clifford Marsh 12-29-96 1-11-98 

Rosa Marshall 1-13-91 1-29-96; 1-11-98 present 

Michael Marshall 1-8-95 ' 10-23-96 Resigned 

Billy F. Martin 4-30-60 8-7-66 First Presbyterian, Galax, VA 

Alvis L McAlexander 3-20-53 12-31-89; 1-13-91 12-29-96; 1-1-99 

Dwight A McAlexander 12-31-89 1-1-93 

John McKenzie 3-13-49 7-28-57 DIO 

D.J. Midkiff 3-13-49 2-27-61 Emeritus 

Hugh D. Munro 3-12-23 11-30-52 010 

Ralph C. Munro 4- -24 8- -51 010 

Qullie A. Pack 8-5-51 5-7-78 Emeritus 

J.M. Pell 2-2-36 - -50 Moved to another church 

Pershing Pell 6-15-58 10-17-89 DIO 
/ 

Donald Shelton 12-22-02 Present 

Debra M. Stoltz 1-8-89 1-8-95; 1-11-98 3-15-00 

James O. Thompson 3-12-23 12- -48 010 

Karen E. Vernon 1-8-95 1-11-98 

MontyG. Vernon 12-27-98 12-31-01; 12-22-02 present 

DonaldT. Walker 12-27-98 12-22-02 

Joseph Welborn 3-20-53 1-8-89; 12-29-96 1-9-02 

JessieW. Welborn 1-8-89 1-8-95 



D.J. Midkiff 
John McKenzie 
Phillip Combs 
John Campbell 
Worth McHone 
Clyde Wray 
Qullie A.Pack 
Dave Midkiff 
Hubert Lawson 
Robert A. Edwards 
Wayne Pack 
Roy Goad 
Jack Shelton 
Pershing Pell 
D. Wade Loflen 
Harvey Walker 
Alvis L. McAlexander 
Joseph Gravely 
Frank Shelton 
James Wilhite 
Clinton A. Childress 
Billy F. Martin 
John T. Roberts 
Joe R. McHone 
Leonard Parker 
Roscoe Campbell 
Hassel Martin 
Richard E. Kirkman 
Haywood Harrell 
James r. Younger 
David J. Beal 
Allan Brown 
Paull.Beck 
Howard C. Hunter 
Wayne Barlow 
DonnyC. Cox 
Oleta C. Gates 
Ima Lee Gillespie 
Goldie G. McAlexander 
Fred Eads 
Monty Vernon 
James Midkiff: Sr. 
Rosa Marshall 
Billy R. Aldridge 
Tony H. Stoltz 
Michael Marshall 
Joseph Welborn 
Frances Dinkins 
Donna P. Scofield 
Joseph C. Cox 
Jessie W. Welborn 
Margaret P. Pyles 
Kathy M. Goins 

FLAT ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH DEACONS 

1923 -Elected Elder in 1949 
1923-Elected Elder in 1949 
1924- DIO 10-1-41 
1924-1936 
1924-record incomplete 
1936- record incomplete 
1936-Elected Elder 8-5-51 
1941-DIO 6-13-81 
1941-record incomplete 
1949- moved away 1-16-57; later elected Elder 
1949- moved away 7-16-57 
1950-1959 divested without censure 
1950-1985 rotated off board 
1950-elected Elder 6-15-58 
1951 retired 12-20-66 ceased to act 
1951-DIO 11-30-60 
1951-elected Elder 3-20-53 
1953-1959 divested without censure 
1955 retired 11-5-79 
1955-1985 rotated offboard 
1957-elected Elder 1960 
1957-elected Elder 4-3-60 
1957-retired 12-5-61 moved away 
1958- DIO 7-29-75 
1958-retired 12-27-65 
1958-divested without cencure 12-26-61 
1958-retired 12-2-68 ceased to act 
1 %0-transfered to another church 10-19-69 
1%0-retired 12-27-65 ceased to act 
1960-retired 1-23-78 ceased to act 
1970-transfered to another church 10-24-77 
1970-transfered to another church 4-16-72 
1970-moved to another church 1-10-88 
1970-moved to another church 11-2-75 
1982-rotated off board 1-6-85 · 
1982-1988; 1990-1996 later elected Elder 
1982 DIO 8-11-86 
1982-DIO 7-13-82 
1982-1989; 1991- rotated off board 12-29-96 
1985-1988; 1991-1994 rotated offboard 
1985-1987; 1994- Board ofDeacons disolved 12-31-98 
1986-DIO 6-24-90 
1987-elected Elder 12-31-89 
1988-1990 rotated off board 
1988-1993; 1996- Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98 
1989-1990 rotated off board 
1990-1992 rotated off board 
1995-1997 rotated off board 
1995-moved to another church 8-4-96 
1996- Board ofDeacons disolved 12-31-98 
1997-Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98 
1997-Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98 
1998- Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98 



John D. Thompson 
Ralph C. Munro 

Qullie A. Pack 

Flat Rock Presbyterian Church 
Clerks of Session 

March 12, 1923 to 1948 (died in office) 
May 3, 1950 to August 19, 1951 (died in office) 

September 9, 1951 to January 3, 1956 

Alvis L. McAlexander January 3, 1956 to December 31, l 989;December 31, 1995 to 
December 29, 1996; March 15, 2000 to present. 

Debra M. Stoltz 
March 15, 2000. 

Gail W. Cox 

Karen E. Vernon 

December 31, 1989 to January 8, 1995; Januaryl 1, 1998 to 

December 29, 1996 to January 11, 1998 

January 8, 1995 to December 31, 1995 



Flat Rock 
Presbyterian Church 

Treasurers 

We have no listing of The Church's Treasurers. The ones that this writer remember are: 

D. Wade Loflen 
Dave Midkiff 
Hassel Martin, with the assistance of his wife, Hazel 
James Younger 
Myrtle Valentine 
Ima Lee Gillespie 
Donny Cox, with the assistance of his wife, Gail 
Margaret Atkins 
Sharon Walker 
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