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INTRODUCTION

First you will find a statement presented by Mrs. J.W. Holmes in The Year 1940. We are
grateful for her work and it is contained herein without change, excepting it was modified to fit
this size paper.It is the intent of this writer to let Mrs. Holms’ statement speak for the history
of Flat Rock Presbyterian Church prior to the 1940 date.

Following Mrs. Holmes’s work are two reports that were put together during the time Rev.
Pooley was pastor here at Flat Rock. They are on colored paper and almost impossible to
copy, however, we feel they will be of interest especially to those of us who were members of
the Flat Rock Church at the time they were presented.

Random information of some historic interest, from congregational meetings, is enclosed along
with lists of past Pastors, Elders, Deacons, Clerks of Session, and Treasurers.

During the Civil War (war between the states) The Presbyterian Church in The United States
of America (PCUSA) General Assembly ceased to meet. After the war they, for some reason,
each went their own way and a new church was formed which was called The Presbyterian
Church in The United States (PCUS). The PCUSA was generally known as the northern
church. The PCUS was known as the southern church. and its congregations were basically
located in the southern states. The PCUSA had congregations throughout the country, most of
them that were located in the southern states were made up of members of the
African-American race.Each church went its separate way for many years meanwhile they
became somewhat different. Some people hoped that the church could become united but
neither could agree to the other’s constitution. Finally each church appointed a constitutional
committee to work with the other church’s committee resulting in a new constitution that both
churches could agree on. After much prayer, tears, sweat, and talk both churches voted to
reunite and to again become one called The Presbyterian Church (USA).

Beginning in the early 1980s under the new constitution The Flat Rock Congregation was
required to make changes. The church was required to become incorporated. An office
rotation system was began for the church’s officers. The Board of Deacons no longer
appointed the Church Treasurer, this was done by The Church Session.The congregation could
no longer hold title to its real property unless it voted to do so within a certain period of time
(The Flat Rock Church voted to do so on September 10, 1989).
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FLAT ROCK PRLESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The Presbyterian Church has been the martyr Church of history. Though
sword and fagot are lald aside, she maintains her martyr pre-eminence by
continuing to elicit a peculiar hositity. As an acute observer has truly

said, "Every heresy in doctrine or morals works itself first or last into
a frenzy against Calvinishm".

The persistence of these attacks renders it imnortant that Presbyteria
ghould inform themselves of the scriptural warrant and splendid history of
that great system of doctrine held by their Church, that they may bte able t
\ vindicate God's truth against error and give a reason for the faith that is
in them. Wwhile we are not the ecclesiastical body that holds this system,
none will deny that friends and foes alike award to the Présbyterian Chureh
as its wreath of thorns, or its diadem of glory, the distinction of being ¢
world's historic and leading representative of the creed of Calvinism, In
this coronation we rejoice, and we would gdddly attribute it to the vurity
in which we hold this "faith once delivered to the saints", and the unflinc
ing fidelity with which in every age we have been ready to chawnpion and to
die for it.

OQur doctrinal Bpasnéamrds of our Church are three: the Westminster Short
Catechism, the Westminster Larger Catechism, and the ‘‘estminster Confession
of Faith. They are not three creeds. They are three statements, varying i
form, fulness and purpose, of one and the same creed. Each is complete in
itself. #ach contains all the essential truths of Scripture. iBach is a
complete epitome of the Calvinistic system., ‘ihoever intelligently accepts
the teachings of the Shorter Catechism is a true Calvinist. Should he exte
his studies to the Larger Catechism and the Confession of faith he would fi
in them the same system of doctrine with which tihe briefer statements of th
Shorter Catechism had already acquainted him. Her doctrinal system the

Presbyterian Church accentuates. 5She is pronouncedly and xre-eminently a
doctrinal church. Yet the acceptance of her Standards she never requires
of any applicant for admission to her fold. Her only condition of church
membership is a credible profession of faith in Christ. Calvinistic and
o Arminian believers in Christ she welcomes with equal heartiness. Her door
v of entrance is wide as the gate of heaven. But of her office-bearers she

requireq‘&octrinal soundness. The question asked them at ordination is,
"Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Cate-
- chisms of ow Church as containing the system of doctrine taught bn the
k/ Holy Scriptures?" This formula of subscription is liberal., It binds only
i to "all the essential and necessary articles™. "The use of the words
i 'system of doctrine" in the terms of subscription precludes the idea of the
{ necessary acceptance of every statement in the Standards by the subscribers
but involves the acceptance of so much as is vital to the system as a whole

Thus we say that Calvinism won the battle for freedom., Men imbued wit
his ideas fought the battles. 1ln some places they succeeded; in others
they failed. The great principles were crushed successfully in France am
Spain. In Switzerland, Holland, England, Scotland, they prevailed. The
victory made America possible.

The name Puritan is one to dream about. It was a general term that
included Low Church Episcopalians, Presbyterians aml Independents. These
wanted to purify the church worship by taking away the unbiblical things
that had been added my men. 8alvin's students taight his views in England

his increased the_number of Puritan When persecut 5 hes
24127‘197-3 a few vears 'laéer {here slt:ar eg {:he streém %? emig’;a?‘.?rgg %% X!!]!Sr?
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v In 1776, the Presbyterians and Congregationalists met in Elizabeth,
liew Jersey, to discuss plans for insuring the religious liberty of the
churches in America. The Presbyterians were told that an Episcopate would
be founded and bishops appointed from England, despite their opposition.
It has truly been called a religlous war with the Presbyterians and Con-
gregationalists firmly on the side of the colonists, while the Episcopa-
lians, almost without exception, were loyal to England.

Home Missions played a great part in the development of Presbyterian
ism in North Carolina. In 1770 seven ministers laboring in North Carolins
were set off into the Presbytery of Orange, the second presbytery to be
organized in the South.

After the Ueneral Assembly passed the famous Gardiner Springs Resolu
tions declaring allegiance to the Federal Government, all Southern Presby-
terians renounced their allegiance to the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in the U, S, A.,, and met in Augusta, Ga., on Dec. 4, 1861,
and constituted the first General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the Confederate States of America, later changed to Presbyterian Church
in the U. 3., and it is of this branch that we are now a part. A4nd, with
this background we look to the foundation and progress of our own Church,

The religious life of Mt, Airy today, as judged by the eleven strong
and well established churches within the city and a large number of others
within a radius of two miles, is the outgrowth of almost two centuries of
progress, which dates back to the itinerant pastors of the colonial days
in North-West North Carolina.

The average passer-by, looking at the splendid church buildings that
grace our city streets and countryside might never think of those hardy
pioneer Christians who laid the foundation stones of religious worship in
these North Carolina hills, but one with a historical mind may focus his
thoughts in the past and visualize the work of the pioneer ministers who

first preached the word of Jesus Christ to those early settlers in this
community. .

The Methodist, Quaker, anmd Primitive Baptists were the first denomi:
tions to hold services in this section of the country, but the iethodists
were the first to build a church in the Town of &t, Airy, and it was a
missionary by the name of llarc Wood, sent out by the Methodist Church here,
who went to China during the dar Between th 3tates and returned several ye
later with a Chinese bny who was a familiary figure on the streets of lit.
Airy for many years, John Hazee, who still lives in the County.

The second church to be organized in Iit., Airy was of the Presbyteris
faith, the formal organization of which took place in 1858 with seven chart
members, Mr. and Mrs. R. 5. Gilmer, Mr, and Mrs. Allan Denny, Miss Martha
Gilmer, Miss Lizzie Gilmer and Miss Mary Dick.

This organization meeting climaxed a series of informal Presbyteriar
meetings which had been held since 1850 by travelling ministers of the dewn
nation. Mr,R.S., Gllmer was chosen as an Elder at the time of organization,
which post was held by him until his death.

The First Presbyterian Church building was erected in 1873, the lar
being donated by ¥r. Gilmer. The first church was a frame structure on the
same site as the present church and was used for 37 years with 17 minister:
serving as Pastor.

The present church building was erected in 1910 under the ministry ¢
Rev. John A, Gilmer and was formally dedicated on June 14, 1914. Since tht
time. under the vastorates of iiev. T.C. Bales. Rev. Zeb V. Robarsan. Rav.

| |
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2 J. C. Grier, Rev. J. W. McFall, and Rev., J. 3, Ficklen, the membership has
more than doubled.

Another individual who has played a prominent part in the building up
of the First Presbyterian Church is Judge W. F. Carter, who has been active
in its affairs for six decades, and he served for forty-one years as Superi
tendent of the sunday dSchool and is now Senior Elder of the Church.

It was from this background that flat Rock Presbyterian Church came
into being. lir., John E, Spaugh, a member of First Church, was among the
first to recognize the need of some: outpost work for his church, and who
realized that the most receptive place for this work was in the "Quarry
Section," the quarry having been in operation for several years and there
being several families there who were either Presbyterian or brousht up
in the Presbyterian faith, among them being the Leitch's, lonroes, Dobie's,
Valent ines, Gwyn's, and the Mitchells. . 30, early in the turn of the cen-
tury Mr., Spaugh and his eldest daughter, whom we speak lovingly of as
"Miss Bthel" began a Sunday School in the old Rock 3chool House, she teachi
a class and playing the organ. This building stood on the site of, and is
now a part of, the new Flat Rock Baptist “Yhurch one mile Hast of us. Let
liss Bthel tell us in her ‘own words of this--"Happy memories throng thick
and fast as 1 think back over the days when my fater was alive, and when th
Flat Rock Sunday School meant so much to use

"The Sunday 5chool had its beginnings in the Sunday afternoons whén
Papa would take us to ride in the old carriage. Ve all loved the roads
toward and past the Quarry, am my father would gather up extra copies of
quarterlies, Sunday School Papers, Christian Observers, etc., and would giv
them to the children whom we saw, and would often stop to talk to them,

"Through the interest and the help of lMr, Peter Deatherage, a Sunday
School was begun in the Rock Schoolhouse. The people of that community, of
all denominations, were most helpful anmd faithful, and, as you know, many
attenied from the Quarry itself, among them some who taught classes in the
school, Mr., J. A. Paisley was the Mount Airy pastor at that time."

7 About the year 1902 the Sunday School had grown and the heads of the
families in both this community, and ¥hat in which the Baptist church is
located, saw the need of church homes and the peoples of the two communitie
began their church homes around the same time, the Baptists building what
is now calle d the old Baptist Church and the Presbyterians building this
one that we are celebrating today.

The lot was donated for the church, by the Widow of Mr. R. 3. Gilmer
and the Executor of his kstate, the Beed being mde to John E. Spaugh,
George W, Lee, W. W, Burke, John Leitch and Hugh Monroe, as Trustees of the
Mount Airy Presbyterian Church; and the granite was donated by Messrs. Tom,
George and Frank voodruff, owners at that time of the quarry; and by popula
subscription of money and labor the building became a reality.

The Corner Stone was laid in 1903 in the presence of a large orowd fr
far and near. Granite City Masonic Lodge furnished a barbecoue dinner, that
was sold to maks money to pay off the indebtedness of the church, and quoti
from "Miss Lthel" agains "Dr. B. W. Mebane succeeded Mr. Paisley, as Pastor
in 1903, and was present at the barbecue which was given on the grounds to
finish paying for the lovely new church, during the summer of 1903, 3Some
of the boys had a hand organ that turned with a crank, and played the same
t over and over, It was a very festive occasion and made a lot of money

»%8 well, The Yhurch was dedicated early in December, 1903, and it is a joy
“ to know that my father lived to attend that dedication, and the protracted
g T¥egbg%egnat followed it. He died on Dec. 23, 1903, a Chttstian sold ier,
© ere was one.
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- The Thompsonshad come to the Rock before this; the Allens, the Teshes,
' J. 8. Klein, and others.

"Beloved Mr. Geo. W. Lee, assisted by ilr. S. A, VWhite, had taken over afte:
Papa's death, amd the Sunday School grew and flourished., My sisters and I
continued to attend, and 1 played the organ, which had been given by lessrs.
Tom, George, and Frank Woodruff. I'll never forget the hymn that was played
in the wrong key one Sunday, and Mrs. &. A, Gilmer's loyal attempts to

reach the high notes! The Rev. John A. Gilmer had followed Dr. Mebane as
Pagtor in 1908, and both he and Hrs, Gilmer were especially interested in
the Rock “hurch, andmeant a lot the Sunday School.

The following is taken from the iinutes of Granite City Lodge #322, A. F. &
A, M,, of which Mr. John Leitch was .orshipful Master, and included in the
Member ship of the Lodge were lir. H. D. Monroe, Mr. Robt., Dobie, Mr. Edd
Davis, Mr. Geo. W. Lee, Mr: Bob Wray, who were active in the founding of
the churchs- '

"Aug. 18, 1903- Regular Communication. Lodge accepted an invitation to
attend Cornerstone Laying. Committee on Arrangements- O, VW. Lochtitzky,

W. P, Gilmer, H, D. Monroe, 3. P. Graves, John Leitch, Edd Davis and Geo. W.
Les., The Lodge directed the Secretary to ask the Grand Master to sumerintent
the laying of the Cornerstone, and directed Bro. 3. P. Graves to write

F. D. Winston to deliver an address on the occasion., Page 210",

%Call Meoting sometime between Sept. lst and Sept. 12th, 1903, to appoint
Special Committees. Bros. ii. P, Gilmer, S. Hale, Edd Davis, were appointed
a committee to select a Deputy Grand Master and Wardens, viz.- John Leitch,
Grand “aster; O. W. Kochtitzky, Sr. Warden, and J. R. Paddison, Jr. Warden.,
to lay Cornerstone of Church on Sept. 12, 1903."

"Sept. 15, 1902, ltegular Comaunication. Bros. 3. P. Graves, 0. . Kochtitzl
am 7. M. Wall were apppointed a Committee to prepare Minutes of urand Lodge'
Proceedings of Sept. 12th. Page 216",

About this time Mr, Geo. . Lee had a Olass of Boys who decided that f{
Church needed a bell and that they would raise the money to buy it, which
they did. . In this class of boys were familiar names like, Clyde Wray,
Henry Valentine, and Harry lMcHone.

Dur ing these years Flat Rock Church as a Chapel of the First Presby-
terian Church with regular preaching services conducted by the Ministers of
that Church, these being Dr. Mebane, Mr., J. A, Gilmer, Rev, T. C. Bales,
and Mr. Z. V. Roberson; it being during the pastorate of iir, Roberson, in the
year 1923, that it was decided Flat Rock was ready to stand on its feet and
b e organized as an individual church, under the supervision of the Home Miss
Board.

At this point, we pause to pay tribute to the Seminary 3tudents who
helped the Pastors of First Church and who were active in the work of the Fla
Rock Churchs-

Mr. George Viest Diehl came in June 1913 from Washington & Lee Universi
to assist Rev. John 4, Gilmer and left in September of that year for Union
Theological Seminary, gradvating fn 1916, He is now Dr. Diehl of Corpus Chri
Texas, and pastor of a church of more than a thousand communicants,

Rev. G« We Taylor, Jr., who labored with us during the Summer of 1914
and after graduating from the 3iminary he and his wife decided to enter the
Foreign Mission #ield, going to 3razil. He died while doing Eveangelistic Vo

and Head of the Boys 5chool there, where he had endeared himself to the worke
and to the natives.

Jgg’ﬂ’r Rev, Joe Walker helped Mr, Bales during the Summer of 1915 and for sev
;TS

held pastorates in N. C., going then to Gaffney, S. C., but the first o
cte, this year, he moved to Greecleyville, S. C., where he accepted the nasto
of that church.
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Mp, Marion S. Huske, who was also a Summer Supply, has had a very active
work in the ministry, after finishing at the Seminary he was pastor of
several churches, and spent two years on the ioreing field in 3Brazil, but
is now Pastor of the first Presbyterian “hurch, Reidsville, N. C,

Mr. George Claytor was another that endeared himself to us, but through
the years we have lost sight of him, and think he must have moved to
the Northern Church, as there is no record of him at present in the worke

;vof the Southern Uhurch.

x!‘ =T \I‘L d“ql
and ‘last but not least is our own Hugh Hamilton, who has recently returnac
to this Fresbytery, and he is going to tell us today of hismself and his
work. He is now Agsistant Pastor of First ‘resbyterian Church, Winston-3:

0f the organization of Flat Rock Church, the following is taken from
the Mlinutes of Orange Presbyterys-

"it a Valled ieetin:; of Orange Presbytery, dMarch 6, 1923, the second I
of the callwas "To receive a petition for the organization of a Church at
the fock, Mt, Airy, N. C,, and to appoint a commission to organize a Churc
if the way be clear.”

Action of Presbyterys "Rev. 3. M. Rankin, Supt. of Home Missions, prec
to the Presbytery the liission Work in the Mt. Airy field, the hopeful outl
of the work, aud their desire to have a Church organized at th: Rock, wher
we already have & building and a congregation. He told the Presbytery tha
it was the nurpoge of the Home Mission Committee to place a man there, and
that he would be supported in purt by the First Church of ilt. Airy and by
Home Mission Funds, and by the Congregation at the Rock Church.

No signed petition was presented, buf on motion of Rev. 3. ., iHenkin,
Presbytery voted thzt a commission be appointed to organize a Church at th
Rock, Mt. airy, il. C., if the way be clear, ‘

The iloderator appointed the following Commission: Rev, &. . Rankin,
Rev. George 'W. Lee, Rev. C. E. Hodgin, Rev. Z. V. Roberson, and Elders V.
Carter and Dr. V. 4. Baird, The time to be fixed by the Commission."

Report of the Commission - Made at the Spring lleeting of Presbytery,

"The Commission appointed to orgasnize a Church at Flat Rock, lit. Airy
N. C,, met on the evening of the 12th of ilarch, 1923, at the clost of Evan
listic Services conducted by the oSynodical kvangelist, Dr. wm. Blacke The
following members of the Commission were present- iev., C. E.-Hodgin, Hev,
veo, W, Lee, ilev, 4. V. Roberson, and Elders W. i's Carter and Dr. C. A. Ba
Dr. Wm. Black, @nd &lders w. W. Burke and Kaymond Shive were inv1ted to
sit with the Commission,

Rev. C. E. Hodgin preached and Rev. Z. V. Hoberson was appointed as C
A petition was presented, signed by 65 persons, who desired to be organize
into a Presbyterian Church. On motion the Yetition was granted, and the
Commission proceeded to the organization of a Presbyterlan “hurch accord in
to our Book of Church Order.

By vote of the Congregation "Flat Rock Presbyteriam Church" was chose
as the name of the church,

3y unanimous vote Ir. H, D. Monroe was elected as Elder of the Church
and ¥r. Jobn McKenzie, Mr. James Thompson and kr. D. J. Kigkiff were elect
as Deacons. These officers were duly ordained and installed.

A brief charge was de liivered to the officers and umembers of the Churc
by Rev. &eo. ii. Lee., iemarks were made by Dr. William Black and Rev. Z. V
Roberson.

The Commission adjourned with the Benediction by Rev. Z. V. Roberson
Respectfully Submitted,

C.E.vam,mmUMmﬂ
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This sketch would not be complete wi thout a word of anpreciation to ir.
J. D, Sargent and The North Carolina Granite Corporation for their
interest,in, and help with the work of Flat Rock Church. It is to them
that we are indebted for the beautiful grove about the church and for its
upkeep. when the church nesded painting on the outside, it was to them
we went; in fact, it is to them we g0 whenever we want anything big,

The Auxiliary has sponsored the Bulletin Board for the yard, but it was
“r, Sargent who made it possible by donating the stone back, with the
lettering, for the board, and it will be completed within a few days.
#hen we need tables for pichics or for Bible School, it is to iip, Sargent
we go, and it is always given to us with a willing spirit. Every year

at Christmas Time there is & check sent to the Church Treasurer to help
with the Church Expenses.

While we all feel that Flat Rock Church is a blessing to the community,
and to the quarry company as well, we do anpreciate the fine spirit that
the Company and the Officials have always shown to the Church,
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Early in the Spring of 1924, latter part of April and beginning of
May, a Revival was held in Flat Ro&k Church by Rev. Lowery Bowman, a
relative of Mr. Berry, which was a great blessing to our “hurch ani
Community, several of the heads of families uniting with the Church
at this tims, Due to the addition of a number of members it was
decided to elect additional Officers, and at this time John W. Holmes
and Ralph C. Monroe were added t o the 1list of Elders and Mr., Phil
Combs and worth licHone were added to the list of Deacons.

A complete 1list of our klders and Deacons at the present time, Oct.

13th, 1940, is as followsi-

ELDERS: H, D, Monroe, James Thompson, John W. Holaes, Rapph C. Monroe,

Charles Edwards, and iierida Pell,

DEACONSs John McKenzie, Phil Combs, Aquilla Pack and Blyde Wrays and
Hubert Lawson.

and we give below a brief sketch of each of these:-

Mr. H, D, Monroe was born in Furniss, in the Highlands of Scotland, of

"Presbyterian parents. He came to America when a mere lad, aml after

working in various parts of the country he came to Mt. Airy in the

early nineties and decided to settle here, bringing his family from
Massachusetts. He was elected 2 Deacon in the First Presbyterian Church
in 1915, and at organization of Flat Rock Church he was elected as
Elder. He has served in almost every phase of the church's work,
being Supt. of the Sunday School for a great many years, and is still
Teacher of the 3ible Class, being considered our test Bible Student ani
Teacher, and is elso Senior Elder,

Mr. John W, Holmes, femiliarly known as Johnnie, was born in Southowram,
near Halifax, tEngland, His parents were active workers in the Wesleyan
Methodist “hurch of that place. He fame to America when a young man and
worked in various sections of our country, coming to It. Airy in the Fall
of 1922, married one of Flat Rock girls in 1923, and in 1924 joined this
Church, and was elected an Elder &t that time. He has been active in

the work of the Church, and especially in the work of the choir.

Ralph C, Monroe needs no historical sketoch. He has followed in the foot-
steps of his parents and has been active in Flat Rock Church throughout
his whole life as Student, Teacher, Supt. of Sunday School, as an Elder,
and Church ireasurer.

Charles Edwardg Jjolned the Baptist Church when twelve or thirteen years
old, his parents being active in that Denomination, and moved to Flat Rock
Church about 1931 has been active supporter of this church during this
period, and is at present JSupt. of the Sunday School, and a good onel

Lr, James Thompnson was born in Aberdeen, Scotland. His parents were
Episcopalians and he came to this country when a small boy. He joined
the Episcopal Church in Paterson, N. J., when living there as a lad with
his parents, and moved his membership to EBitrst Pres., Church soon after
ocoming to Mt. Airy while Mr. Gilmor was Pastor. He has served our Church
as Deacon and now as iilder and has been Clerk to the Session for a number
of years.,

Mr, Merida Pell came to us from Hunter's Chapel, Va.,, a Methodist Church
in 1925 and soon made a name for himself as a Leader in Church work, al-
ways ready to do aaything that he was asked to do-- if the minister needs
domeons to substitute for him he knows he can always rely on Mr. Pell to
lead in prayer or conduct a service. He was soon elected a Deacon and
then an Elder and has served as Supt. of the Sunday School.

Phil Combsg 1is another that can always be counted on to be in his placed
His parents were Primitive Baptists, but lir. Combs was a regular attendant
here at Flat Hock for a number of years before uniting with the Church in
1924, His famlly has been brought up in Flat Rock Church, and if it were
fior Mr, Combs we would have come to a cold church bullding on many Sundays
but he volunteers every Fall to see that the fires are built, and the

weather never gets too bad to keep him away from service, and see that the
rest of us are comfortable.
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Below is & list of the “harter #«embers of Flat Rock Presbyterian Churchj--

Mrs. Lydia Burton
Mrs, Robt. M, Collie
Mr. We Je« Campbell
Iﬁrs. " "

Thelma Dobie

Mrs, Henry Gardner-
Mpg, John Leitch

-Margaret “eitch

Joseph Edmund “eitch
Mrs, E. P, Ball
Kenneth McKenzie

bMr, Jasper Short
Mrs. " "

Mrs. Nellie Dobie walker
Alice Mastroianni .
Alba « &

Gia &

Leandra "

Mallie Jackson
Bessie Davis

otella Brooks

Mr. He D. Monroe
Mrs, He D. Monroe °
Ralph C. Monroe
Mrg, Ralph C. M-nroe
Arthur G. Monroe
D, J, Midkiff
Macy Midkiff
Ralph Midkiff
Glenn Midkiff

John Walker
Charles Walker
kirs, George Davis.
Willie Gardner
Mary Louise Gardner
Virginia Gardner
Lula frances Hill
Mande DiPalma
Beatrice DiPalma
Ruby '/hitaker
John Davis
Clavdie Whitaker

Mr. John McKenzie
Mrs. John llcKentie
Mrs, E. M. Doss
Paul Griffith
“lirs. Goorge Mitchell
Bessie Mitchell.
Harry lMcHone —
Elsie licHone <-
James Thompson
Mrs, James Thompson
Christobel Thomnson
Mrs. A. Valentine
Dora Lee Valentine
Willie Valenting
Myrtle Valentine
Mabel whitaker
Myrtle Doss

Daniel Doss

Gaston Gardner
Joseph Wittt

Thomas Witt

Soon after the organization of the church a call was sent to Kev. H. L,
Berry, asking that he come as Pastor of Flat Rock Church, together with
two other churches. The Call wis accepted by Mr. Berry and he came to ws

in the oummer of 1923,

Robert Lowery Berry was born in wWashington County,

Va., near ibingdon, anmd following his graduation from High School he enterec
King College, Bristol, where he received his A. 3B, degree. He was reared 1ii
a strong Presbyterian family, and community, his father and several uncles
being Elders in the Presbyterian Church for years, joined the chuych when 1.
years of age and was received as a Candidate for the Ministry in Abingdon
Presbytery in 1917, He entored Union Theological Seminary, graduating

in 1920, and in the same year was licensed and ordained at Madison, N. ..
He remained as Pastor of Flat Rook Church for twelve years and endeared

himself to all with whom he came in contact.

For five years he has been

Pastor at oparta Presbyterian Church, where he is also closely connected
with Glade Valley High School.

Early in the year 1935 a Call was sent to Rev, J, K. Fleming, of Thomas-
ville, N« C., to come and minister unto us, which Call was accepted by him,
Uohn Kerr Fleming was born nsar Elmwood, N. C,, and when a boy he untted
with Third Creek Church, moving his membership in 1914 to Elmwood Presby-
teriak Church., His family has been connected with the Presbyterian Church
for years, and his relatives were among the founders of Davidson College.
After gradvating from High School at Pikeville, N. C.,, where he met the
girl who is now his help-meet, he attended Davidson College. During the
World War he served with the A. E. F., first in Co. B., 306th Military
Police, and later in Headquarters Co., 1556th Infantry. Returning from Fran

in 1919, he entered Union Thedlogical Seminary, from which he graduated in 1
and at the same time his sister, Miss Lillie Fleming was a student at Assem
Training School, later doing Home Mission Work and then as Pastor's Assista
in Lexington Church.Mr. Fleming was licensed by Concord Presbytery and orda
by Wilmington Presbytery. He has been v:ry active as Pastor at dcme, N. U,
Gilbert, V. Va., Thomasville, Ne. C., and is now serving Flat Rock,imxaxmsnn
Asbury and Collinstown Churches in an untiring mamner-- he never Kknows a

"quitting place" when the work of the Master is at stake, His zeal and his
work have made this day possible in the annals of Flat Rock Church,
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Mr. John MoKenzie was born in Argylshire, Scotland, of Episcovpalian
parents and remained a member of that denomination until March 10th,
1923, when he jolned First Presbyter ian Church upon Statement that he
was a Mamber of the Episcopalian Church in Argylshire. le moved his
membership to Flat Rock at the time of organization and became one of
its Vharter liembers, and has remained faithful and loyal throushout the
years, willing to do whatever he is called upon to do in the work of the

Church,

D, J. Midkiff was one of the boys who grew up in our Church, but later
moved to Flat Rock Baptist Church, Later he moved back to our community

and he and his fanily were always to be counted on in any work of the
church. Since moving into the town of st, Airy, it is inconvenient for
them to get back to Flat Rock as often as they would wish, or as often

as we vould like to have them, but they still have a warm feeling for Flat
Rock and come whenever they can. Dock fits into the work of any church
and is always active in church work, going where it is most convenient for

him to attend regularly.

Clyde wWray is another who grew up with Flat Rock Church. 3ince coming
back to iit, Airy to live, he having been out of the State for a number

of years, he moved his membership to Flat Rock, where he has teen most
active in the work of the choir.

Mr, Juilla Pack came to Flat Rock Church in 1938 from the Presbyterian
Church at xdddewgxitbhes Danube, Va. , he having joined the church there in
1916, Hi€ father and mother were Presbyterians, anml Mr., Pack is a
graduate of Blue Ridge icademy. He was elected as a Deacon at Flat
Hock in 193 , and is one of our moth faithful workers as Assistant

Superintendent of the Sunday School and a teacher.

Mr, Hubert Lawson is one of the new-comers to our Church. His parents
were Methodists but he did not join any church until 1938, when he,
his wife and a son were all recéived into the church on the same day.
Hubert was elected a Deacon shortly after coming into the Church and

is always ready and anxious to do anything he is called upon to do.

Wle have one son of Flat ilock Church who is a ministerial student.
Jimmie Garvin joined the church while living here with his parents, lir. and
Mrs. Norman udarvin, although they have since moved to Washington, D, C.
Mpr, Garvin was an £lder in our Church and ilrs. Garvin was very active in
the vwoman's Auxiliary, with btoth of them working in the Sunday School,
Jimmie's grandparents were missionaries from the Northern Church to Chile,
his grandfather dying there and his grandmother going back after being
retired becavse she loved the people there so much and could not te contente
unless she was busy about her lMaster's business.

We have always had a Young People's Organization, first the Miriam
3an&, Mission Band, Christian Endeavorers, and now a group of Young People.
Those active in thls line of endeavor has been, ami is the young psople of
those families who have always been interested in the work here.

This paper would not be complete if we did not mention those who have
served so falthfully snd well in the Junday School, as Superintendents and :
Teachers. ;

Mr. J. B. Spaugh; Mr. Geo. W. Lee, whose living memorial is Geo. V. Lae
Memorial Church in Winston-Salem, N. Ce.; Mr, S, A, White; Judge W. F. Carte
and his two sons, Joe and Frank; Mr. D. E. Hoffman; Mr. E. C., Seewald;
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Prof. Ira T. Turlington; H. D. Monroe; Ralph Monroe, Robert Campbell, N, G
Je M. Pell, and Mr. Charles Edwards, the present Supt.

Among the teachers, although we would dat dare to say we remember them
a2ll, were Miss Ethel Spaugh, Miss Blake,-dirs. Gilmer, lirs. Spaugh,

Misses Myrtle, Katie and Annie Spaugh, Miss Elizabeth Merritt, Miss Ruth
Smith, liss Mgude Witt, Miss Maria Baird, Miss Mary Mebane, Mrs. ., D.
Monroe, irs. R. C. Monroe, Miss “aggie Thompson, Miss Essie Gwyn, Miss
Dora Valentine, Heury Valentine, Willie Valentine, Myrtle Valentine,

Mrs, John Leitch, Mrs. J. McKenzie, Thelma Uobie, lirs. Norman Garvin,

Mrs. Jo K. Fleming, lrs. Geo. Clift, and many others.

It was during the pastorate of Rev. J. A. Gilmer that rs.
Blackwell, of Durham, came and organized the Woman's Missionary Society.
The Officers elected at that time were: President, Mrs. J. A. Gilmer;
Vice President, lirs. H, D. Monroe; Secretary, Mrs. Nellie Dobie; and
Treasurer, lirs. John Leitch. These with lrs, Sarah Spaugh were the
Charter ilembers of this organizetion. Mrs. H., D. Monroe and iirs, C. B.
lcBride also served terms as Presidents, This Socletykas very loyal in
its support of the work and really did some wonderful work, but at one
time with the few who could attend the meetings it was necessary to
meet after Prayer bieeting Service, and they would read from the Missionary
Survey and collect dues, but kept the organization alive., The writer well
remembers when school was being held in the church building, while the
new school house was being built, that on Friday afternoons, when it was
time for the meeting of the Missionary Sockety, Iirs. Spaugh would give
the younger children a poem to memorize after the noon recess, iwhile she
heard the older children recété their lessons, and the first one to learn
the poem received a dime. That was the method of "teaching through" in 19

After the church organization in March, 1923, the first officers
of the Woman's Auxiliary were: - President, Mrs. H., D° Moaroe; Sec.- lMrs.
J. W. Holues, and Treasurer- Mrs, John lcKenzie.

It would take too much time to give a complete roster of the
Officers during these years, but among thos e who have served as President
for one or more terms are: irs, H. D. Monroe, Mrs. R. L. Berry, Mrs. R. C.
Monroe, lirs. George Clift, Mrs. Norman Garvin, Mrs. J. V. Holmes, and irs,
Char les Edwards, the present President.

Two of our ladies have served as Chairman of uroup Conference,
Mpg, Ralph C. Moaroe and aund irs. George Clift.

Our Auxiliary follows the plan of our Coumittee on Woman's ilork
and tries to '"do its bit" in each phase of the work suggested by this Comm
We are also loyal to our own church in all of its work, and within the las
three years we have been responsible for the church's having a new carpet
the pulpit and for the aisle of the church, the Communion Table, a new
Communion Set, the new Bulletin Board which we had hoped to have today, bu
which will be ready shortly, and for the lovely silver baptismal towl whic
has been given us bty friends "In Memory of lMrs. Sarah L. Spaugh."

Thus we have seen Flat Rock grow from a tiny Sunday School in a
one-room school house to a thriving church of 105 communicants with a live
Sunday School of 129 pupils, an active Woman's Auxiliary, and a growing wo
among the Young People.

Let us not rest on our laurels of work already accomptished, but
let each one of us press forward, with new zeal, for the prize of the high
calling of Christ Jesus.

Faith of our fathers!
O how our hearts beat high with joy,
Whene'er we hear that glorious word,
Faith of our fathers! holy fai th!
We will be true to thee till death,

e L
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THE SESCION REPORTS

Seven élders‘comnri se the Scsslon of the Flat Rock FPresbyterian Church,

‘ }nonordtgd by the. pustur, Rov. Robert C. Fooloy Jre. Tho clders include Quillie
- Pagk, Clerk of Session; Chnrles Fdwtrds, H.D. Monrve, D.J. Midkiff, John Mckenzic
- Frod Eads and. Ugo Alfona, Elders “ack, Fads and Alfona, wore clactcd by the con-~

progqtion und ordained and in‘tallOd Au ust 5, 1951

The Session mot on numurous occaslons throughout. th past ohurch yonr to

W ;rocoivo and dismiss members, to consldoer the spiritual program and welfare of
" the Church, and %o meot falthfully the .bllgations placod upon it by Proshytory,

Additions. o our Church last yoar inclule 15 on profcssion’ of ‘faith, 8 by letier,
and 3 names worec.restored tn %tho church roll. Iosses includo 3 by death, and 20

- “placed on tho rotired roll by order of sossion in be. 1952. Wo now havo a Churc]
;Momborship of 108. = HER : Na

Tho loas of Bldor Ralph cﬁmnboll Ionroe, was sovore blow to qur Church.

' In loving momory. of our friend and brothcr, the Session has rocorded a tributo

to Raiph Monroe, in tho Sos:ional rcenrd. Memorial sorvices to be held by Pres-
bytery and Synod thils yeur will includc g tribute to Ralph Monrdeo. A nemorial
fund in monoryx of kRalph Canpboll Monroo, now oxlsts,_and will bo used in the

. moar fuburo o purchase pulpit furnituro.

, 5? ‘'wo mectings wore hold in our church. In tho upring of 1951, in cooporati:
with tho other churchos of Flat Rock, a Union Revival was held in the Flat Rock

- School under tho leadorship of Ir, Rolland Butlor, of.-Grossmont, Galif. In the
" Fall ‘of .1951, Rev. Hardin King, lod our meuting ot the Church. Both moetings wers

of groam bonefit anﬂ profit to our Church and Gmununity.;

The Session: 18 hapny 0 ronnrt that tho bongvolent quota was mot aniille

. $510, .was given to the benevolont causes of our Denomination through the Genersl

Asszombly, Synod and Fresbyterye The largest sum glven was $105. to World Mission

\We' commond the Women of the Church for their splendid contributions to,the over-

all work-.of our Denominatinn, and recommond that cvery group in our Church adopt
sore - bcncvolont ‘projoet. Your Scssion has accepted tho aamo quota fron ITosbytor
for 1952 55 but it is our hope that we will be ablo to doublo tho quots, of $276.

Ybur Session has ‘propared a sot of 0bJOOt1VuB for tho Church, for tho ncw

‘Church. Yoar, Thesc are includod with this roport, and all mombers are urged %o

to give them caroful and prayorful consideration.'Thc groatest need of our Churec
18 a workable plan of lay-cvangelism, ahd in the near future wo plan to ombark o

;& plan of Visitatlon Evangslism. Each mambor thereforo 1s asked 0 proparc a lis
- of friends, to serve as a prayor and nrospect list for tho futuro, i

Ybur ‘sossion is gratifiod with the incroasec 1n tho number of tithers in‘'t
Cengreogation, but bolioves thore 1s still roon for much improvemont in the numbe
of femily altars in ¥so in our Congregation. Wo encourago our Church famllios to
maks tho bost uso of Christian Family Wook 1n May, and bogin then it not beforo
vho holpful practivo of fqmily worshin.

Rospoctfully submitted,

uillic ek, Clers
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OBJRCTIVES FOR THE CIURCI

Foreward: B CHURCH R n ~ ’ :

Rarely, if over, did J=sus »afer to bhie church as an orpanized

institution. 'In His stress on the Lingdom of God, Mis cuphasis w
‘ ' t

'so much on a new ordoer of society 'as it was on a noew order of hun
beings united in Him-of persons wio should dwesll togethesr in Chri
love as chiléreon of a common [ather. IHoewever, it was incvitavle

" .as.the Holy Spirit worked in the hoarts and TL"'G‘Of beiievers,

i should band. together in a visiblc o;gan¢zau_ on, Lhe orzanizcd soc

2 0p christians; . it exists for tho one function of“fulfi 1ling the p
" ’poses of Christ to the rlory of God.

Objectives aroc CSQUHLLal to an integrated and e¢ffective prog

vsufflclent to fulfill the purposcs.of Ch_l st for His Chwurch. Obj

ives are simply desired recsults; their function is as that of a o
to a mariner - an instrumont by which-activ 1tios may be directed

"the achievement of spccific roa‘*.

e believe that the primavy: function of the C}u*ﬂn is centor

the following: "Pva:gollqm, plus j ducaflon, rosulting in Scrvice

Therefore, wc submit the following goneral: ‘objectives as guides b

‘which grow1ng persons may bo cnaolca to become fully Ch*_oulan as
Holy Spirit worlks in uhﬁm ancé through Christian workers

o o Lvangcllsm- Bringing growing porsonu in to C1rlsu.

1. By instilling a true conception of Goa, and awarcncess of
personal sin, and of need for Christ as Javior and Lorda, :
2. By obtaining a definitce decision to acccvt Christ as porsos

_Savior and to follow in His way of living

II- Jiducation: PRuilding growing parocns up in Chrlgt

1. By prcsontlnﬂ the Bible as the lord of God rdvealing what
to belicve concerning God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and whi
duty God requires of man.

2s By, di vclopln" such an understanding and apprnc¢at¢on of th

~ person and tecaching of Jesus Christ that a consuming love for Him
be thc master- motive in th= individual.
, 3. By eliciting a Christian interprotation of 1lif: and tho Un:
seeing Godts purpos2 and plan in it, resulting in an adcquatce Chu
philosophy and a scnsec of pcrsonal rclationship to God manifested
worship, stcwardship, and in surrcnder tO'thG Holy Spirit in cvery
human expericnce.

h, By guiding in a progressive and contlnuous devclopment of (
like character through Uursona1 religious exporience of conscious
willing acceptance of the Christ-like way oi living, cmpowcred by
Holy uplrlt. j i paste :

.III- Service: Sctting growing persons to work for Christ:

l.: 'By participation in the Church, (which is the organizced soc
‘of Christians), that each may contribute 1n achloving fulflllmcnt
theso objecctives, ’

2. By devcloping tho ablllty and wlllanvnbsu to Apply tho 1if
i principles of Christian truth to cvery arca of living, so that soc
as g whole may fecl the impact of Christts influcnce. .

R T holdln* before them the challonge of Christts comnission
"Go ye into all tho world, and preach thoe goapel.' (M, 10:15) "An
shall be witnesscs unto Me...unto the uttormost parts of tho carth

(Acts 1:3) ?

'
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS
(after the year 1940)

Sept. 5, 1948
The congregation met for the purpose of raising funds for the building of a Manse. A
committee on finance was named: Mrs. Ralph Monroe (chairperson and treasurer),
D.J.Midkiff, Dave Midkiff, Q.A.Pack, and Mrs. Charles Edwards. A committee on building
was named: Charles Edwards (chairman), Will Greenwood, Hubert Lawson, Jack McKenzie,
and R.C.Monroe.The meeting was moderated by Rev. Lewis Yelanjean.

March 3, 1949

The congregation met for the purpose of electing trustees. The Church has only one surviving
trustee, Elder H.D. Monroe, elected to serve with him were Charles Edwards, Q.A.Pack, and
R.C.Monroe. “The trustees were given the authority to negotiate any loan or making financial
arrangements necessary in building of Manse”. The meeting was moderated by Rev. Ralph
Buchanon.

August 23,1949

The trustees of The First Presbyterian Church of Mount Airy deeded the Flat Rock Church
property to the trustees of Flat Rock Church in order for them to use the property as collateral
for the purpose of obtaining a loan to build The Manse.

April 30, 1950

The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor.The vote was unanimous to extend a
call to Rev. R.C. Pooley. The Pulpit Committee was instructed to sign the call (no record of
who the committee was has been found. The meeting was moderated by Dr. D.S.McCarty.

October 21, 1951

The congregation met for the purpose of electing trustees: Alvis L. McAlexander and Harvey
Walker were elected. The Board of Trustees were instructed to borrow money, if and when
needed, to complete the new addition to the Church building. A building committee was
elected as followers: Mrs. Violet Monroe, Chairperson; Mrs. Ugo Alfano, Vice Chairperson;
Mrs. Dave Midkiff, Treasurer; Ima Lee Gillespie, Secretary. The meeting was moderated by
Rev. R.C.Pooley, Pastor.

October 10,1952

The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev Harry Barnett was elected The
Nominating Committee was instructed to sign the call. The committee consisted of Charles
Edwards, Chairman, Fred Eads, Harvey Walker, Violet Monroe, Goldie McAlexander, and
Q.A.Pack. Elder Charles Edwards moderated the meeting.

February 21,1954

The congregation met for the purpose of approving the building of a second new addition
(Fellowship Hall). Another meeting was held on June 13th instructing the trustees to borrow
$6000 for financing the addition. Another meeting was held on August 8th instructing the




trustees to borrow another $3000 to complete the building. The meetings was moderated by
Rev. Harry Barnett, Pastor.

May 12,1957

The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor.Rev. Douglas Paulson was elected.
Serving on The Nominating Committee were Ugo Alfano, (chairman), Q.A.Pack, Mrs. Bill
Martin, Mrs. Vernon Gates, Dave Midkiff, Dora Valentine, and Mrs. Alvis McAlexander.
Elder Charles Edwards moderated the meeting.

May 25,1958

The congregation met for the purpose of deciding if we should buy an electronic organ. After
much discussion a vote was taken to buy the organ. The vote was 28 for and 17 against. The
only objection being the cost of the instrument. The meeting was moderated by Rev. Douglas
Paulson, Pastor. =

February 25,1962

The congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. William O. Nelson was elected
by a unanimous vote. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were Alvis McAlexander
(chairman), Bill Martin, Myrtle Valentine, Joe McHone, and Myrtle Edwards. The meeting
was moderated by Rev. Gaston Boyle.

August 26, 1962

The congregation met for the purpose of building improvements and maintenance. After a
discussion on needs and cost it was voted to refinish the inside of The Sanctuary, paint the
building both inside and out, etc.The trustees were instructed to borrow the fund as
necessary.The moderator is to appoint a committee as needed to carry out the work.The
meeting was moderated by Rev. W.0.Nelson, Pastor.

March 30, 1969

The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Mr. Robert Crews was elected by a
majority of the congregation. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were: Allen
Brown, James Younger, Goldie McAlexander, Ugo Alfano, and Ima Lee Gillespie. Ugo
Alfano, Ima Lee Gillespie, and James Younger signed the call. This call was unusual in that the
pastor was to work a normal workweek with R.J.Reynolds Tobacco Company and at the same
time be pastor of the church.The meeting was moderated by Rev. William E. Kercheval,
Presbyterian Minister and speaker for the day.

June 5, 1977

The Congregation met for the purpose of electing a pastor. Rev. Robert A. Johnson was
elected by a majority of the congregation. The Nominating Committee were Levia Eads, Alvis
McAlexander, Pershing Pell, Paul Beck, and Gail Welborn.. The call was somewhat unusual in
that Rev. Johnson had, for some time, served the church in an occasional supply relationship.

April 25, 1982

AR




The Congregation met for the purpose of electing Deacons. Wayne Barlow, Donny Cox,
Oleta Gates, Ima Lee Gillespie, and Goldie McAlexander were elected. Mrs. Gates, Miss
Gillespie, and Mrs. McAlexander being the first women officers in The Flat Rock church. The
meeting was moderated by Rev. Thomas Bagnal.

February 7, 1983
The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. Linda Blessing was elected by

unanimous vote.The Nominating Committee was composed of Joseph Welborn (chairman),
James Midkiff, Joy Barlow, Wayne Barlow, and Corrine Puckett. The meeting was moderated
by Rev. Thomas Bagnal.

December 18, 1983

The Congregation met for the purpose of electing officers and other matters.A rotating system
of electing officers was put into effect with the election of: Elders: Class of 1984 Clinton
Childress and Fred Eads, Class of 1985 Ugo Alfano and Joseph Welborn, Class of 1986 Alvis
McAlexander and Pershing Pell; Deacons: Class of 1984 Wayne Barlow, Class of 1985 Paul
Beck and Donny Cox, Class of 1986 Oleta Gates and Goldie McAlexander.A motion was
passed instructing The Church Session to follow The Church’s Book Order G-7.0401 in
reference to incorporating the church. The active Elders are to be the directors of the
corporation (Church Trustees). The present trustees, Q.A.Pack and A.L.McAlexander were
instructed to convey all The Church’s property to The Flat Rock Presbyterian Church, Inc.
after incorporation was complete.Mr. Pack and Mr. McAlexander were thanked for their past
service as trustees The meeting was moderated by Rev. Linda Blessing.

July 30, 1984

The articles of incorporation of The Flat Rock Presbyterian Church , Incorporated was filed
with The North Carolina Secretary of State. On August 2,1984 the same was filed with The
Recorder of Deeds of Surry County, N.C.The incorporators were Ugo Alfano, Alvis L.
McAlexander, and Joseph Welborn. Mr. Welborn is the initial registered agent of the
corporation.

August 23, 1984

The Board of Trustees of The Flat Rock Presbyterian Church, Incorporated met. Those
present were Ugo Alfano, Fred Eads, Alvis McAlexander, Clinton Childress, Pershing Pell.
Joseph Welborn was unable to attend the meeting because of a home emergency. He later
singed a statement that he had read the minutes and agreed with all the action of the
meeting.By-laws as suggested by The Presbytery of Concord were read , discussed, and
adopted.Mr. Alfano was elected president of the board and Mr. McAlexander was elected

secretary.

October 10, 1993

The Congregatlon met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. Donald G. Scofield, Jr. was
elected by unanimous vote. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were: Robert
Edwards, Jessie Welborn, Alvis McAlexander, Burton Dinkins, and Levia Eads.Rev. Thomas
Bagnel moderated the meeting.
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July 7, 1996

The Congregation met for the purpose of calling a pastor. Rev. Richard L. Qualls was elected
by unanimous vote. Rev. Qualls is to serve as approx. one half time pastor while he works for
Renfro Corporation. Those serving on The Nominating Committee were: Gail Cox, Burton
Dinkins, Robert Edwards, Alvis McAlexander, and Rosa Marshall. The meeting was
moderated by Rev. Paul Ridolfi.

August 16, 1998

The Congregation met for the purpose of electing a nominating committee for officers and to
make a decision in reference to The Board of Deacons.The congregation voted 17 to15 to
abandon the office of Deacon and at the same time increase the members of The Session by
three.The meeting was moderated by Rev. Richard Qualls, Pastor.
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FLAT ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PASTORS

Rev. Robert L. Berry

Rev. John K. Fleming

Rev. J.W.Foster

Rev. F.C. Lytle

Rev. Robert C. Pooley

Rev. Harry F. Barnett

Rev. Douglas L. Paulson
Mr. Thomas Bagnal (stated supply)
Rev. William O. Nelson
Robert L. Crews, Sr.

Rev. Robert Johnson

Rev. Linda Blessing

Rev. Donald G. Scofield, Jr.
Rev. Richard L. Qualls

March 1923 to April 28,1935
1935 to November 24, 1940
1941 to July 11, 1943
November 14, 1943 to August 4, 1946
May 28, 1950 to September 14, 1952
November 1952 to December 31, 1956
July 14, 1957 to March 15, 1961
June 1, 1961 to August 31, 1961
May 20, 1962 to September 15, 1965
June 22, 1969 to July 31, 1975
June 1977 to November 1, 1980
May 1, 1983 to November 1, 1992
November 7, 1993 to February 11, 1996
November 10, 1996 to present




Ugo
Margaret
Donald
Clinton A.
Gail W.
Donny C.
Burton
Fred
Levia M.
Charles
Robert A.
Kathy M.
John D.
L. Clifford
Rosa
Michael
Billy F.
Alvis L.
Dwight A.
John

D.J.
Hugh D.
Ralph C.
Quillie A.
J. M.
Pershing
Donald
Debra M.
James D.
Karen E.
Monty G.
Donald T.
Joseph

Jessie W.

FLAT ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELDERS

Alfano
Atkins
Campbell
Childress
Cox

Cox
Dinkins
Eads
Eads
Edwards
Edwards
Goins
Holms
Marsh
Marshall
Marshall
Martin
McAlexander
McAlexander
McKenzie
Midkiff
Munro
Munro
Pack

Pell

Pell
Shelton
Stoltz
Thompson
Vemon
Vemon
Walker
Welbom
Welbom

8-5-51
12-27-98

4-3-60
1-6-85
1-9-02
12-27-92
8-5-51
1-6-85

2 -2-36
12-31-89
12-27-98
4- 24
12-29-96
1-13-91
1-8-95
4-30-60
3-20-53
12-31-89
3-1349
3-1349
3-12-23
4- -24
8-5-51
2-2-36
6-15-58
12-22-02
1-8-89
3-12-23
1-8-95
12-27-98
12-27-98
3-20-53
1-8-89

1-8-89
3-27-02
--35
1-6-85
1-13-91;
Present
12-27-98
1-6-85
1-13-91
2-7-68
12-31-95;
present
- -43
1-11-98
1-29-96;

-10-23-96

8-7-66
12-31-89;
1-1-83
7-28-57
2-27-61
11-30-52
8- -51
5-7-78

- -50
10-17-89
Present
1-8-95;
12- 48
1-11-98
12-31-01;
12-22-02
1-8-89;
1-8-95

Resigned
Moved away

12-31-95 12-31-98

Died in office (DIO)
12-29-96 12-22-02

Moved away

1-11-98 present
Resigned

First Presbyterian, Galax, VA
1-13-91 12-29-96; 1-1-99

DIO

Emeritus

DIO

DIO

Emeritus

Moved to another church
DIO

1-11-88 3-15-00
DIO

12-22-02 present

12-29-96  1-9-02
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D.J. Midkiff

John McKenzie
Phillip Combs
John Campbell
Worth McHone
Clyde Wray
Qullie A.Pack
Dave Midkiff
Hubert Lawson
Robert A. Edwards
Wayne Pack

Roy Goad

Jack Shelton
Pershing Pell

D. Wade Loflen
Harvey Walker
Alvis L. McAlexander
Joseph Gravely
Frank Shelton
James Wilhite
Clinten A. Childress
Billy F. Martin
John T. Roberts
Joe R. McHone
Leonard Parker
Roscoe Campbell
Hassel Martin
Richard E. Kirkman
Haywood Harrell
James r. Younger
David J. Beal
Allan Brown

Paul J. Beck
Howard C. Hunter
Wayne Barlow
Donny C. Cox
Oleta C. Gates
Ima Lee Gillespie
Goldie G. McAlexander
Fred Eads

Monty Vernon
James Midkiff, Sr.
Rosa Marshall
Billy R. Aldridge
Tony H. Stoltz
Michael Marshall
Joseph Welborn
Frances Dinkins
Donna P. Scofield
Joseph C. Cox
Jessie W. Welborn
Margaret P. Pyles
Kathy M. Goins

FLAT ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH DEACONS

1923 -Elected Elder in 1949

1923-Elected Elder in 1949

1924- DIO 10-1-41

1924-1936

1924-record incomplete

1936- record incomplete

1936-Elected Elder 8-5-51

1941-DIO 6-13-81

1941-record incomplete

1949- moved away 1-16-57; later elected Elder
1949- moved away 7-16-57

1950-1959 divested without censure
1950-1985 rotated off board

1950-elected Elder 6-15-58

1951 retired 12-20-66 ceased to act
1951-DIO 11-30-60

1951-elected Elder 3-20-53

1953-1959 divested without censure

1955 retired 11-5-79

1955-1985 rotated off board

1957-elected Elder 1960

1957-elected Elder 4-3-60

1957-retired 12-5-61 moved away

1958- DIO 7-29-75

1958-retired 12-27-65

1958-divested without cencure 12-26-61
1958-retired 12-2-68 ceased to act
1960-transfered to another church 10-19-69
1960-retired 12-27-65 ceased to act
1960-retired 1-23-78 ceased to act
1970-transfered to another church 10-24-77
1970-transfered to another church 4-16-72
1970-moved to another church 1-10-88
1970-moved to another church 11-2-75
1982-rotated off board 1-6-85

1982-1988; 1990-1996 later elected Elder
1982 DIO 8-11-86

1982-DIO 7-13-82

1982-1989; 1991- rotated off board 12-29-96
1985-1988; 1991-1994 rotated off board
1985-1987; 1994- Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98
1986-DIO 6-24-90

1987-elected Elder 12-31-89

1988-1990 rotated off board

1988-1993; 1996- Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98
1989-1990 rotated off board

1990-1992 rotated off board

1995-1997 rotated off board

1995-moved to another church 8-4-96
1996- Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98
1997-Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98
1997-Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98
1998- Board of Deacons disolved 12-31-98
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Flat Rock Presbyterian Church

Clerks of Session
John D. Thompson March 12, 1923 to 1948 (died in office)
Ralph C. Munro May 3, 1950 to August 19, 1951 (died in office)
Qullie A. Pack September 9, 1951 to January 3, 1956
Alvis L. McAlexander January 3, 1956 to December 31, 1989;December 31, 1995 to

December 29, 1996; March 15, 2000 to present.

Debra M. Stoltz December 31, 1989 to January 8, 1995; January11, 1998 to
March 15, 2000. :

Gail W. Cox December 29, 1996 to January 11, 1998

Karen E. Vernon January 8, 1995 to December 31, 1995




Flat Rock
Presbyterian Church
Treasurers

We have no listing of The Church’s Treasurers. The ones that this writer remember are:

D. Wade Loflen

Dave Midkiff

Hassel Martin, with the assistance of his wife, Hazel
James Younger

Myrtle Valentine

Ima Lee Gillespie

Donny Cox, with the assistance of his wife, Gail
Margaret Atkins

Sharon Walker
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