
-Few fami 1 i~s have C(')ntributed more capable me111bers 

t,o the medi.cal prafessi0n t ~u:m thfl Hnllingswnrths. For a period 

of at l.east seve!lty years t.he name >1as been identified with the 

medical prnfes sinn in Sut'"ry cnunty. .Dr. Wdwin M. tiollings\vorth 

.. of :~ount· Aiey- has practiced medicine tn that community over 

thirty years and was in a sensa saccesso r nf ~'lis fa t.her, who di4 

the work of a pioneer physician, beginning many :re11rs before 

the war. The ancestnr of this widely dispersed family i~ the 

r' I 

southern states i-s-- be-rteved-·to have been born in Scotland and 0n 

(Jt!• _, ~ ,_ .. ..__ 

e!h·ni ng t0 America lived out the rest nf h.~ s 1 ife in Vi -rgl nia. 

His snn Jam~s Hnllingswnrth, a native of Virginia and gt!andfathar 

of .Dr.Edwin M.Hollingsworth, grew up 0n a farm and when a y0ung 

man l.!ame t0 1'-:r<'rt.!l Carolina and onught a large tract of land on 

Q:r-
. ~ creek in Su 14 ry c0unty. He had a numtH~r 0f slaves tn perf0rm 

I 
the duties and 0ffices of thfl far::n and e10use.hol•i, and ha li vad in , 

that c0m.rn.un.ity pr0sper0us and infLtential 1U1til his death. .James 

Hollingsw ~' rt:i1 married Elizabeth Golding, whn was bnrn il'1 ithat 

J~seph, Edward, Jolm, William and rsaac, and also five daughtP.rs, 

Mary, ~iliza, Sally, '1iartha and Nannia. 'rhe s0ns ,Josep.h, 

Edwin and William wsre all graduates nf th~ Jef:f'ers0n ·\~edical 

College of Philadelphia and wer~ all widely kn0wn and successful 

p:ay s ic-ians • 
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physician first named a.bnve, was bnrn nn a plantation ten miles 

southeast ~r Mount Airy Febraary 27, 1820. A finer type of the 

hard wnr1dng, high minded and. consci~ntinus physician the annals 

or Worth Qarnlina medicine dnes nnt affanrd. As a ynuth he 

attended the schools at Germ(\nton, and he began hts medical 

studies und.er Dr .Beverly Jones. From Dr •. Jnnes office he entered 

Jefferson Nedi. cal College at Philad~lphia, where he cnmpletad t h.e 

cnurse in 1847. Ret·1rning tn )Aount Airy he began the labors 

which were c0ntinued with littl,~ interT·uption fny• nearly f0rty 

y e:.tt•s. Mount Airy was then t=ln isola ted c0unt ry eMmnuni ty, no 

rai 1.,.0ads having yet been cnnst t~:.u~ted int.n t '1.i s sect inn nf 

N,:-~rth carnlina. The 0nly highways were rnugh trails 0ver the 

hills, and Dr .. Hollintsswr-rth went through Fill the fatiGUing 

duties :J.nd hardships nf the 0ld time e0:mtry practi ti0ner. Ho 

wore 0ut many h0rses in t.he c:ourse 0f his lnne ridC~ts a11ri. drives, 

and in the saddle bags he carried all the mecUeinas and was 

apot:.1ecary as well as physic ian. 110 t lo '113 afte ~ t h.e war broke out 

he was comrnissi::'lned on Aug~lst 31, 1861, second assistant surgeon 

of the liJleventh Regiment, N0rth Carnllna Tr0np s, then sr,at i.nned 

at Manassas. He rnde his h0rse frnm I<.~0unt Airy to Manassas, and 

• 
at once began his 1uties a1110ng his felll.,W !'Tnrth Car0linans. His 

first ·~0mmissinn \~Vas signed by Henry T.Clark, gnvernor ex officio. 

On January 11, 1862, he was cC~mmissi.nned surge:l'\'n ·0f the Seventy-
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third Regiment, Eighteenth Brigade, north carolina 'Pr0ops, also 

by Hanr::l T .Clark, .who by virt1ta of his nffice as speaket• of tha 

senate was alsn ex officio gnverno1· and captain p,on eral and 

com."!landi~r in chiaf of the state t rnCip s. In ~ay, 1862, 'Jr. 

T{o llingswnrth was cnm,'ni s sinned surgenn of the Eight e~'mth B ri~ade, 

I' Z.B. Vance. 

:{e went through the war, ~i ving all thP. aid and 

encnHragement he c0uld t0 the Snut:1.ern army, and when hostilities 

closed ~:1e resum~d ·11 s ardno~s wnrk as a C0'tntr:' p racti t ionEH'" at 

•. rount Airy. mh s 'V'Or: "{>lS C::!f\TI tnued ' ,ath, 

at t~e ap;e (d' sixt~r-seven. He was an i"lflne"ltial 'TIUn 111 the 

ne:n0crati0 party, alwa;rs did h:i.s duty at th.e polls, and served 

one term in the .State Legislatu r•e, but refused a secnnd nrnnt "lat. ion. 

~ J·l ~ 

Dr .,J0 seph Hollings'<v0rth mar1·i~d· Mary Banner, who was 

born in stokes coant:T, n nrt'b. carnlin.q, Feb raary 5, 1827. 
~-:L " ,... 7 .,, , ) , , ~c. .,I v--12 ~ ~ • 1 ;r ....... t L t' , 

grandfat!v~r, El:l s.h.a Bannar, was a planter and a man 0f prnvni nence 
1' 

in public affairs, rPpresenting his c0unty in the State 

J ... egislature. John E.Banner, her father, was also a planter and 

slave owner, and :fOl· a 1111mbet'" 0fyears manufactured tobaccC'I, 
0 

~ 

sending his products to the s0uthern markets. Jnhu Jil.Banner died 

?!~~ ( 
at t'le age nf _ eig•1ty-seven. He mart·iad .kn& is ·~~nra, , whnsa 

II\~ 1\"Y-~i ... ~, I) ... 'L..- "r /' at :-;,; 
mnt~'ler was -a Hue;hes. T\l!rs .Joseph T{nllingHwnrt.h dit3d i.n rter 
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seventy-ninth year. 9h~ reared six children: Vireinia, ''ary 

r_.et:itia, John ., Annit"~ E., Joseph. ·1. and Edwar;-l •,~., the last 

two being twins. 

~1a. ry married Ric harl'i 

&-~ 

bec:rn~wh~" ';5./':J~,tt~ ..{_ 
Annie is t1.e wife of ir.J.1LtJarter. 

" 
Joseph E. alsn chose medicine as his prnfession, gradaated from 

~-
Ja~-... practiced in rrew '\tiexicn territory 

four years, and then ret1.n·ning tn ~.aount Airy was ass0ctated 

wit~1 his brnther Edwin until his death at the comparatively 

early ag~ nf forty-seven. He mar~ied Corinne Peytont who 

survives with their two children; JnsepJ1 J. and Mary. 

Dr .Edwin 1\E.Hnllinpsvvorth grew U}) in a horne of snbstan-

tial c0mf0rts and c'f hie;h ideals. Besides his ed·tcation ln 

the pub lie sch0nl s 0f ~.l!'nunt Airy he prepared fnt· college nnder 

Professor Cnltrain n:nd thfm ente-r·ed the College of P.bysicia.ns 

and. Surgeons at Baltimnre, whe1·e he was graduated M.~. in 1886,. 

He at once took up practice at Mount Airy, ::1nd succeeded tn most 

nf th~ business which had been enjoyed by his father. He has •i0ne 

hl s wo~k 't.mder greatly imprnved conditions as contrasted with 

< 

the experiences of his fat;1.el", and is a thorn·Jc;hly able physician 

as \vell a.s a culut-red gentleman. He is a me"Tlber of the '3urr•y 

. County and 5ta.te \~edical Societies and the Americ.c.m ).~edlcal 

Associ at i.r.-r~. 

Dr .Holline;sw0rth was 'narried in 1898 to cn·ra R0lcnnb, 

w.hn was born at l-tuntSIJi1le i.n Yadkin .;:~ant~~, 11'0rtl'1 l}a.T·Olina, 

l 
J 
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duufhtP-t' nf Blnm i) .. and Rebecca (Kirkman) Holcomb. :ner father 

served in the C0nfedP.rate army and is now a retired farmer at 

Roannke, Vi r~initl. nr .a'1d :'1rs .Hollingswnrth have a snn named 

ze.b 1 a ~tudent in hi! Mount A;i:ry h:igh sc.h.("'nl. . !U-s early 

inc1inatinns :b..ave been manifested chie:fl.~.,. in the dit•ect~.0n 0f 

agricul~ure and poultry. :Jr .and Mrs .Hollingswnrth are mer·1bers 

of the First Presbyterian clrurch. He is affiliated with 

Wnodmen nf the World, and Blue Ride;A council ~·Jo. 73, Junior 0 rder 

of United A.•lH')l'iean '.'!Je~~hanic s. 

.. ) P I .,... ----"' • 3 
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