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ECREATION 
Businessman's first love -basketball 
By Phil Goble Jr. 
phil@surrymessenger.com 

B as~etball. That was Dick Patterson's 
passron. 

Yes, he ran track in college. Yes, he's played 
, baseball. 

But the court, the orange ball, that was what 
was in his heart. 

He got his first real taste of success in ninth 
grade, when he went into a game in the Yadkin 
Valley Tournament. His team - Pilot Moun
tain High - was trailing. Dick was a sub. 

He pulled off three steals that led to bas
kets. 

Pilot Mountain won. 
Today, years later, he is still reaping the re

wards of that lifetime love of basketball. On 
Oct. 24, Dick will join Jack Childress, Todd 
Greenwood, Natalie Nester, Bobby Timmons 
and Wayne Motsinger as the newest Surry 
County Sports Hall of Famers. 

Dick Patterson 

Charles Earnest and Terry Pruett will be 
inducted into the Ring of Honor. The induc
tion ceremonies begin at 4 p.m. in the Surry 
Community College auditorium. 

"It's a real honor;' Dick said this week. 'Tm 
thankful. It means a lot. It's been a great jour
ney through the years. I've played against a lot 
of great athletes, All-Americans, through the 
years:' 

And it all started in Pilot Mountain. 
That undersized point guard grew the sum

mer after the Yadkin Valley Tournament, hit
ting 6-foot-2. 

He and his buddies won a state basketball 
championship. Dick set a Surry County high 
jump record. He played third base on the dia
mond. 

Dick was named an All-State basketball 
player. His Pilot Mountain teams won four 
Surry County tournaments and two Yadkin 
Valley tourneys. 

That success turned into college opportu
nities. He tried out and was offered scholar
ships by Chapel Hill and Duke. 

He decided, at the urging of his pastor, 
to attend junior college first. At Pfeiffer, he 
was named captain of the basketball team 
as a freshman. His team won the conference 
crown. 

A two-time all-conference player at Pfe
iffer, Dick was also chosen to receive the 
Order of the Sun Dial, recognizing students 
who excelled in athletics, academics, school 
offices, activities and character. Only 11 were 
so honored. 

In 1949 he transferred to Chapel Hill. 
"Coming from a small school, you didn't 

know what to expect;' Dick said of college. 'i\t 

that time, there were a lot of World War II 
vets coming back to school. I was the young
est kid in my class. When I did go to UNC, I 
was more mature physically, too:' 

He made his mark with the Tar Heels as 
well. 

He led the team in field-goal accuracy. He 
earned 'Athlete of the Week" awards. 

Yet maybe the biggest honor came years 
later. At a reunion of the 1949-51 teams, for
mer players were asked who they would most 
like to be like. The resounding answer~ Dick 
Patterson. 

After college, Dick spent two years in the 
service. He played baseball and basketball for 
armed forces squads, teaming with people 
such as Ed Bailey and Roger Craig. 

"I played against a lot of All-Americans 
who were drafted into the Korean War the 
same time I was;' Dick said. 'All of us just got 
to be good friends:' 

Dick came home to teach and coacn in 
Pilot Mountain. He also became active in 
church and with the Scouts. He also built the 
Patterson automotive group. 

Now, he joins an elite squad again. 
"I think I can speak for many area stu

dents of Dick's - my friends - who feel that 
Dick Patterson would deserve this honor;' 
Nancy Patterson Hall wrote in her nomina
tion form. 

"New World Dictionary defines a 'coach' as 
the person who is in overall charge of a team 
and the strategy in games;' Ruth Brinkley 
Ward wrote in her letter of support. 'A 'teach
er' is defined as a person who teaches as a pro
fession. In 1955 and 1956 at Pilot Mountain 
High School, Dick Patterson was all this and 
more. The girls basketball team during those 
years was a winning team. Coach Patterson al
ways taught that it was not winning the game, 
but how we won that was important. I have 
carried his teachings throughout my lifC:' 

Dick Patterson affected lives, affected 
hearts ... affected people. And it all stemmed 
from the love of a game. 

'Any class would have been an honor to 
be part of,' Dick said. "It's a real honor to be 
picked:' 

Now, he gets to have his name engraved for
ever in granite on the memorial at Fisher River 
Park - something he has not really thought 
about. 

"It'd be a terrific honor to have your name 
engraved and be a permanent monument for 
friends and family;' he said. 'And, hopefully, to 
be a good example:' 

That is exactly what Dick Patterson has 
been ... and is. 


