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'Hangmar,, 's Oak' the Scene 
The oak tree from wbi~h 

Tom Allison was bung over 
85 years ago stood in the 
middle of the big bway 
right-of-way one mile from 
the Dobson courthouse. 'lhe 
tree was known as 
"Hangman's Oak" and was 
cut down in the early 19Ms 
as it became rotten and 
decayed; it bad long stood 
as a reminder of SWTy 
County's last lynching. 

Reprinted from The 
Yadkin Valley News, July 
28, 1892: 

It was done on Saturday 
and in broad day. Allism is 
caught and is now on trial 
for bis life. 

On last Saturday evening 
oo the Main Street of this 
city was enacted one of the 
most horrible tragedies that 
this section has ever wit­
nessed. 

Tom Allison, the receiver 
for Messrs. Frokner, Oliver 
\ Co. tobacco manufac-

tlD'ers, bad for some Ume 
been boasting of his 
superiority as a marksman. 
He bad also entertained the 
determination to take the 
life rl. W .H. Brown, shipping 
clerk for Messrs. Sparger 
Bros. The true reason for 
this is not exactly known, 
however there are wit­
nesses who declare that 
they had heard him express 
himself that way. 

It seems that Allison tried 
to plck at Brown in several 
ways to have a chance to 
carry out his hellish delllre. 

. He told Brown he bet he 
could beat him in a foot 
race. Brown said be 
couldn't. Allison wanted to 
best $2.50 on it and 
challenged Brown to meet 
him at a livery stable 
Saturday afternoon. Brown 
thought no more about it so 
we learn, and being a heavy 
man probably took the idea 
of him running a foot race 

as absurd. Anyhow Brown 
did not go. After a while 
Allison met Brown and they 
began talking. Allison told 
Brown he wasn't a man of 
his word and then they 
passed some sharp 
language. They were 
walking along in front of the 
Allred Block when Allis>n 
cursed Brown, the latter 
resenting it with his fist. 
Allison bit Brown with his 
cane. When Brown caught 
the cane Allison pulled out 
bis pistol, stepped back and 
shot twice with deliberate 
aim. He pulled down again 
but it failed to go off. 'lhe 
t\W shots bad taken effect, 
one in his chest and the 
other in his side and Brown 
reeled and fell dead. 

Hardly had be fell befcre 
the whole Main street was 
an fire with excitement and 
people went wild yelling 
"catch Allison, catch him!" 
It was a wild and desperate 
chase, Allison running for 
bis life. Mr. Mart Griffith 
made a short cut from 
behind Graves' warehouse 
and D'8bbed the murderer 
just as be was turning down 
Rockford Street. A crowd 
soon had him and be was, 
after some preliminaries, 
taken to the calaboose 
where be was chained 
down. 

Brown's bleeding body 
was taken to the rear of 
Taylor & Banner's Drug 
Store and bathed and 
dressed. 

1be Knights of Pythias, of 
which Cl'der be was a 
member, spared no pains to 
care for the~ of their 
dead "'&rotti'er. Tiley had a 
nice coffin purebued and 
be was placed tbereid. 'lbe 
funeral services were 
conducted by Rev. LR. 
Pruett at the Baptist church 
Sunday afternoon and there 
was a tremendous crowd 
present. He was laid to rest 
in Oakdale by the Knights. 

Mr. Brown was a clever, 
kind and well-intending 
gentleman. Was no one's 
enemy. He came from ha'e 
western Virginia but was 
originally from Georgia. He 
seemed to have po f&rents, 
but bad an ~jaiea, in 
Alabama. Though alll)ng 
strangers he died among 
friends. 

Allison bas long been 
known as a scoundrel, 
having previous to this 

• killld two men. He is DOW OD 

trial at Dobscn for his ~ 

Sept. 15, 1892:-1be 
Yadkin Valley News: 'lbe 
Murderer of Three Men at 
Last Pays the Penalty of )is 
Crimes-It was all Done ln 
Secret 

"Tom Allison was 1*1· 
cbed last night," was le 
intelligence that fla sla!d 
over the city Tuesday al 
noon when the mail can'Jer 
from Dobson arrived here. 

"I saw him hanging to a 
white-oak tree which stands 
b,l the forks of the mad 
about two miles this side oJ 

if Surry's last lynching 
Dobson. The rain was 
pouring on him." This was 
the rest of the information. 
All we could get. 

But the News was not 
satisfied with this, and after 
inquiring from those who 
had seen the jailer and 
Coroner we were enabled to 
ive the following impartial 
nd of course vague report: 
About ' one o'clock on 
onday nlghtlast a posse of 
en supposed to be about 

wenty in number went to 
e county jail. The crowd 
ade out they bad a 

prisoner. One of the number 
played off that way. Part of 
the crowd seemed 
deputized to keep guard 
around the jail while the 
rest entered. They knocked 
.on the front door and said 
they had a prisoner. Jailer 
Reid, who tried to do his 
duty, went to the door, and 
on opening it, was seized 
bis la mp being shaken trorr: 
his hands. The key to 
Allison's cell was 
demanded and Reid 
refused, whereupon they 
made threats a 1Xi a ft.er a 

.. 

while found the jceys. They 
made the jailer go with 
them. Allison and McKnight 
were in the same cell. 
McKnight said, "O God, 
they are after me." Allison 
replied, "No they are after 
me." One of the posse said 
"W 1n' ft I ea ta er you, Mack." 
They seized Allison in his 
night-clothes and took him 
oul Despite of his pleadings 
they hastily rode a way. 

The jailer, true to his 
duty, rushed over and rang 
the Court House bell, but 
nothing of n<te could be 

done. After some search the 
body of Allison was fi:>und 
swinging to the tree. 

It is need less to con­
jecture who composed the 
posse. There are some who 
think one way and ~e 
who think aoother. There 
are rumors that Georgians 
did it. There are rumors 
~h~t say Mount Airr did it. 
Tis true some horses were 

taken but who did it the wild 
waves will have to answer. 

As to the affair we havM 
nothing to say. 'ii 
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TOM ALLISON LYNCHED 

'k/s~N' 
Tnc. 

A Mob Swings Him to a White-Oak Tree 

, 
• 

The Murderer of Three Men at Last Pays the Penalty of his Crimes--It was all 
Done in Secret 

"Tom Allison was lynched last night," was the intelligence that flashed 
over the city Tuesday at noon when the mail carrier f~om Dobson arrived here. 

"I saw him hanging to a white-oak tree which stands in the forks of the 
road about two miles this side .of Dobson. The rain was pouring on him." This 
was the rest of. the information. All we could get. 

But the News was not satisfied with this, and after inquiring from those 
who had seen the jailer and Coroner we are enabled to give the following 
impartial and of course vague report: 

About one o'clock on Monday night last a posse of men supposed to be 
about twenty in number went to the county jail. The crowd made out they had 
a prisoner. One of the number played off that way. Part of the crowd seemed 
deputized to keep guard around the jail while the rest entered. They knocked 
on the front door and said they had a prisoner. Jailer Reid, who tried to do 
his duty, went to the door, and on opening it, was seized, his lamp being 
shaken from his hands. The key to -Allison's cell was demanded and Reid refused, 
whereupon they made threats and after a while found the keys. They made the 
jailer go with them. Allison and McKnight were in the same cell. McKnight 
said, "O God, they are aft:er me." Allison replied, "No they are after me." 
One of the posse said, "We ain't after you, Mack." They seized Allison in his 
night-clothes and took him out. Despite of his pleadings they hastily rode 
away. 

The jailer, 1rue to his duty, rushed over and rang the Court House bell, 
but nothing~ crf -note ·cuu:l.d .. -be --done.--- After- some search -the body .of. Allison was 
found swinging to the tree. 

It is needless to conjecture who composed the posse. There are some who 
think one way and some who think another. There are rumors that Georgians 
did it. There are rumors that say Mount Airy did it. 'Tis true some horses 
were taken but who did it the wild waves will have to answer. 

As to the affair we have nothing to say. We are for peace, and opposed 
to lynching, but it is to be hoped that Surry courts will hereafter keep 
this in mind when prosecuting capital cases, and learn a lesson therefrom. 

I 

The body of Allison was taken to /Statesville for interment. 

) 
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The 'AillSOil Tree 

DOBSON - Do famous old trees have ghosts that can 
be made friends with? · . - ' . 

If they don't, it might pay Haden Wood to close up_ his , 
Allison Tree Service. For, they say!.a gho,st, when ma '. 
crabby mood, can bring you to rwn. . . 

The Allison Tree Service (not an orgamzation of tree 
surgeons but a filling station) is located on old U.S. 601 
and stands close by what used to be the best known tree 
iri Surry County. ' • · 

The Allison. Tr~. 

Lynch Mob Victim 

Where Tom Allison, victim of a 19th century lynch 
mob, dangled from a~ rope. . · . , 

Nobody seems to be able to keep the Allison Tree 
Service going for long. For -some-r~or a.pother, 
they move on .. But Haden Wood and his wife, Rosella, 
who took over the operation last May, have every 
intention of trying. 

They're spru_cing u_p the place. 
... ·. . - - d when we came here," sa10 

''It was just a Junk yar 1 . g and 1 have40 rose 
Mrs. wood. "Bu_t we've bee~n~~1::~rder, and I already 
bushes and 20 s1lver_ l~ce ~ German bearded irises and 
have 400 different kin s o ellow and speckled." 
lots of canna lili~s-:-i:ed, or~n;~~t Mr. Allison's ghost. ..( 

She's not pess1m1sbc at a here from out of state, 
''We've had a lot of pe~plef:~~at old tree,'' she said, 

even from Canada, lookmg It's done died and been cut 
"but it's not here anymore. . . 

down." d . Surry County that's 20 years old 
"Bul everybo Y m ,, ·d Mr Wood. · 

can remember that tree, sa1 . • I 

• · Hanging Lim6 Died · .. . 
"The hanging limb died first al?-d fell of~_the tree," 

said bis wife. . ood co~tinu.ed, an old genUeman_ 
Last summer, Mr. W_ . S dh·ns just to see the tree 1 

in his sos came up {roakm ::et;; th~ught was it. "I didn't 
and picked out~ o a - • 

The Allison Tree stood between the road sign 
and the "Welcome to Dobson" marker. 

' 
ha,·e the heart to .tell him any different." 

:\Ir. Wood noted. that from what he has been told . .i\lr. I 
Allison had a habit of carrving a gun and people were 
plenty afraid of him. especially when he was drinking. 

According to ,·erbal tradition. Mr. AUison was I 
accused of murdering a l\lount Airy man. and a group of 
the dead man's friends came over to Dobson· riding · 
horseback and carrying guns. They persuaded the 
j~iler to hand o\·er the key to the cell. 

Whereupon they put J\lr. Allison on a horse, took him 
to the tree < about a mile from the jail). placed a rope 
around his neck. tied the other end lo a limb, led the 
horse out from under him and departed the scene. 

:\ farmer. so the story goes. -was curing ,tobacco 
nearby and watched I\Ir. Allison str'uggling to free 
himself as he dangled and could have !ended a helping 
hand had he not been afraid that one of the Mount Airy 
men might still be looking and turn a weapon on him. 

:\!rs. Elbert Shelton. who lives with her husband in a 
house within sight of ~-here the tree used to stanp, 
allows that Mr. Allison must have been "a pretty mean J 

man for ' them to ha\'e hanged him." 
But. she pointed out. the in~ident happened so long 

ago that it is rarely discussed, anymore. "There's not 
many people around now that ever mentions it," she 
said. . · · 

Se\'eral \'ears back. her husband owned and operated 
the Allison Tree Service for a while but finally sold it. 
The tree. she said. was cut down around 1960 and never 
was a good drawing card for the business, anyhow. 

"Whx."_she said: "thatJi.1.E!.lg~~E!~ c~a.ng~ .... 
hands a half dozen times." 

Did Tom Allison's ghost have something to do with it? 
Well. l\lr. and Mrs. Wood aren't making complaints 

a boot any disgrunUed spirit. So far, ·you might say, they 
and l\Ir. Allison's ghosl are getting alon} on good terms. I 

THE TRIBUNE, Elkin-Jonesville, N.C., Monday, March 12, 1973 ·-

I ,,., 
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Main Street Shooting Reca~led Tom Allison's Lynching 

-From Yadkin \'a lle) ~e\\s­
\ ug. 2:i, IK!t2 

Shot Down In Cold Blood 

Tom Allison Kills W H. Brown 
On Main St reel < Mount Airy l. 

It wa s done on Saturday and 
in broad day Allison is caught 
and is now on trial for his life 

On last Saturday evening on 

the l\tain Street of this city was 
·enacted one of the most 
horrible tragedies that this 
section has ever witnessed 

Tom Allison the receiver for 
Messrs. Forkner. Oliver & Co., 
tobacco manufacturers. had for 
some tame been boasting of. his 
superiority as a marksman. He 
had also entertained the 
determination to take the life of 
\\ H Brown. shipping clerk for 

All Kinds Of Insurance 

Monthly Payment 
High Risk Drivers 
Mobile Homes 

Jones Insurance 
-And-

-!:~~~ 
Gary Pruett-Rex Hall-Marion Mills 

Messrs. Sparger Bros. The true 
reason for this is not exactly 
known; however, there are 
witnesses who declare that they 
had heard him express himself 
that way. 

It seems that Allison tried to 
pick at Brown in several ways 
to have a chance to carry out 
,his hellish desire. He told 
Brown he bet he could beat him 
tn a foot race Brown said he 
couldn't Allison wanted to bet 
$2.50 on it and challenged 
Brown to meet him at a livery 
stable Saturday afternoon . 
Brown th rough no more about it 
so we learn and. being a heavy 
man. probably took the idea of 
his running a foot race ahsurd 
Anyhow. Brown dad not go 
Arter a while \llison met 
Brown and they began talking. 
Allison told Brown he wasn·1 
man of his word and then thc>y 
passed some sharp language. 
They were walking along in 
front of the Allred block when 

Allison cursed Bro\\ n the 
latter resenting 11 with his fist 

Allison hit Brown with his cane. 
When Brown caught the cane. 
Allison pulled out his pistol. 
stepped back, and shot twice 
with deliberate aim He pulled 
down again but it failed to go 
off The two shots had taken 
effect. one tn his chest and the 
other in his side and Brown 
reeled and fell dead. 

Hardly had he fell before the 
whole Main Street was on fire 
with excitement and people 
went wild yelling. "Catch 
.\llison. catch him!" It was a 
,, ild and desperate chase, 
Allison running for his life. Mr 
Mart Griffith made a short cut 
from behind Graves' 
warehouse and nabbed the 
murderer just as he was tur· 
ning down Rockford Street. A 
crowd soon had him and he 
was. after 'some preliminaries, 
takl'n to •tie calaboose where he 
"as cbam<!Q down 

Brown 's bleeding body was 
takl'n to the rear of Taylor and 
B,tnner·s l')rug Store and 
halhl'd and dressed . 

Lynching At 
-Yadkin \ allr., '\ e\\,­

Srpt. I~. 11<!1:! 

\ :\Ian s,, ings To \ White Oak 
Tret> 

Thi• '\lurdrrcr of Th1·ce 
Men at La,t . Pay·, the 
Pena lt} for lib Crimc ... -ll 
was All Done in Sec ret. 

"Tom Allison was lynched 
last night," was the intelligence 
that flashed over the city 
Tuesday at noon when the mail 
earner from Dobson arrived 
here. 

"I saw him hanging to a 
white oak tree which stands in 
the forks of the road about two 
miles this side of Dobson. The 
rain was pouring on him " This 
was the rest of the information. 
All we could get 

But the News was not 
satisfied with this. and after 
inquiring from those who had 
seen the jailer and coroner. we 
are enabled to give the 
following impartial. and of 
course. vague report. 

About one o'clock on Monday 

night tiist. a posse of m 
supposed to be about twenty ill 
number went to the county jail 
The crowd made out they had to 
see a prisoner. One of the 
number played off Lilat way. 
Part of the crowd seemed 
deputized to keep guard aroi,id 
thl' jail while the rest entered. 
They knock~ on the front door 
and said they had a prisoner . 
Jailer Reid, who tried to do his 
duty. went to the door, and on 
opening it. was seizl'd, his lamp 
being shaken from his hands 
The ke\· to Allison's cell was 
demanded and Reid refused, 
whereupon they made threat. 
and after a while found the 
keys. They made the jailer go 
with them. Allison and 
McKnight were in the same 
cl'II :\lcKmght said, "O c;od. 
they are after me." Allison 
replied. "No. they a ri, after 
me." One of the posse said. 
"We ain·t after you, :\1,l<'k ." 
They seized Allison in his night 
clothes and took him out 
Despite of hi:;: pleadings the 
hastily rode away. 

The jailer. true lo his duty, 

The Knights of Pythias, in 
which order he was a member, 
spared no pains to care for the 
corpse of their dead brothe! 
They had a nice coffin pQr 
chased and he. was placed 
therem The funeral services 
were conducted by Rev L.H 
Pruitt at the Baptist Church 
Sunday afternoon and there 
was a tremendous crowd 
present. He was laid to rest in 
Oakdale by the Knights 
1 Note Brown is believed to 
havl' been the first person 
buried m Oakdale Cemetery> 

Brown was a clever, kind. 
and well-intending gentleman 
He was no one·s enemy He 
came from western Virginia 
but was originally from 
Georgia He seemed to have no · 
parents, but had an only sister 
in Alabama. Though among 

strangers. he died among 
friends. 

Allison has long been known 
as ,J scoundrel , having previou~ 
to this kill~d two men . 

-From "Folk I.ore or Earh' ·· outside of DobSon on the Mount gathered to learn what the 
S<' lth·r~ of .\ m<'~ica." \'ol. ni. Airy road On a cool starry excitement was all about. As 
hy \\. K . :'\Jorrb, Fa ne, Gap. night <in September!, he was the man on the horses passed 
\ '1rginia. playing on the bank of the road back in the direction of Mount 

in front of his aunt ·s home when Airy in the same quiet way. the 
-T lw Tom .\l lison 1.~ncliing he saw a great crowd of men older ones became excited and 

1·i(ling horses coming up the began praying which continued 
road As · they ·came nearer all night Snow said he went to 
t~crc got 10 be more men and bed and slept all night and that 
hofses:.growing larger all the. next morning down the road a 
time. so ii looked to him. They short distance a man was 
were making no noise as they hanging on the limb of an oak 
rode along the rocky road. tree Tom Allison had been 
1 'J'hey had tied sacks around taken from the Dobson Jail 
the horses· feet so that they during the night and hung The 
would make no noise He. tree ha~ become known as 
l><'ing a lad of eight or ten years "Hangman ·s Oak." This tree 
ol age. became frightened and stood by the side of the road on 
r,m tor the house. Route 601 about one mile 

On \\JtilSI. 20. 1892. Tom 
\llison of· fi:ellen C:ount) r.. C .. 

employed by, ·. ~ · , tobacco 
warehouse company of Mount 
Airy. N C . on the main street 
of this thriving little tobacco 
village. and on a short distance 
from where Sher iff C' H. 
· Cape Haynes was standing. 
shot and killed a very 
prominent citizen of Mount 
\1~ and Surry C'ount:,.. \\ H 
Brown 

,\ d<'puly sheriff. l\lart 
<;rillith arrested Allison and 
plan•d him in tht• Dobson Jail. 

'\.-; lold to nw h, a t·olored 
man .John Smrn ,1 ho <Iron• an 
J\'t' ,1 agon lor an 1t'I' c·om puny 
1ll \\ inston Sa lc•m in l!J:lel. 
"\\lwn .i sma II ho}. lw was 
sta~1ng ,11th his aunt Just 

·n1e front and back doors northeast of Dobson until it wss 
,1we open and he ·ran through ' cut down in the 1960's. 
llw house screaming. His aunt 

and others who lived nearby Fisher's Peak 
ran him down but he was so 
st·ared tor some time he could 
nut tl'II what he had seen . About 
llw time he had made them 
undl'rstand what he had seen. 
tlw l'Olored populallon had 

obson, Recalled 

Fisher's Peak, small stream 
was named for F isher 's Peak, 
and Fisher's Peak was named 
for Col. Daniel Fisher who had 
charge of surveying the line 
between Virginia and North 
Carolina at this point. He took 
the line across the top of the 
peak. and the legend is that the 
exertion killed him and he was 

, buried on top of the peak. 

The area a long the river was 
once.an old muster ground and 
is a setting for a delightful 
collection of stories called 
"Fisher River Sketches," 
dealing with pioneers begin· 
ning about the yea r 1820, and 
: uthored by a cootempc rary. 

rushed over and rang the 
Courthouse bell, but nothing of 
note could be done. After some 
search. the body of Allison was 
found swung to a tree. 

It 1s needless to conjecture 
who composed the posse. There 
are some who think one way 
and some who think another. 
There are rumors that 
Georgians did it. There are 
rumors that say Mount Airy did 
it 'Tis true some horses were 
taken but who did il, the wild 
waves will have lo answer. 

As to the affair we have 
nothing to say. Weare at peace, 
and opposed to lynching. but it 
is to be hoped that Surry courts 
will hereafter keep this in mind 
when prosecutmg capital cases 
and learn a lesson therefrom 

Thi' body of Allison was taken 
to Statesville for interment. 

+ Note: ll was said that 
Mount Airy townsmen could 
recognize the horses whose 
owners had taken them out the 
night before from the livery 
stable. 

The late Joe Haynes. it is said 
on good authority. witnessed 
the hanging when but a boy of 

twelve because his rather had 
promised him that he could go 
and did not back down on his 
word. 

Inquest Held In Lynching 
Yadkin \'a ll l') "''", 

St•pl .. tl\!I:! 

TIii-: ('OIW°'EH'S \'EIWl<:T 

l><JBSo;-.; '.'- C Sept l!l 1892 
As you ha,•(• been informed. 

on th<.' night of the 12th inst. . 

between the hours ol twel\'e 
und two. our town \\'as aroused 
lrom its· slumbers by the 
rmging of the Courthouse bell 
and in a few minutes the in· 

formation was spread that Tom 
Allison was taken from the Jail 
h:, a crowd of masked ml'n who 
were armed and who over­
powered the jailer. N J Reid 

\bout lwo or three o clock I 
wa.o.; informed 01 all that had 

I rnnspired that "Allison was 
lrnched. that citizens of the 
town had followed on in the 
direction of the lynchers and 
that they had found the lifeless 
body of Allison hanging to the 
limb of a white oak tree about 

one mile from the courthouse 
on the public road leading from 
Dobson to Mount Airy." 

I took no steps in the 
premises unlil daylight, at 
which time I proceeded to hold 
.an inquest From the fact of the 
I~ ochers going in the direction 

nf Mount Airy, rumors began to 
lloat around that the people of 
~lmmt Airy did it. or were at 
kasl responsbile for it I 
summoned such persons as the 

jurors desired and as I though 
t•ould throw any light on the 
matter. We continued the m 
vestigation until Wednesday 
when we adjourned until 
Saturday. during which time I 
summoned several citizens of 
!he town of Mount Airy all of 
whose testimony was carefull> 
taken down and thoroughly 
weighted. and from the 
testimony of some thirty wit 
nesses there was no develop 
ment sufficient lo warrant the 
jury in coming to a conclusion 
as to who the guilty parties 
were 

So that their verdict was that 
''T H Allison came to his death 
by hanging at the hands of 
masked men lo the jury 
unknown." 



Frca ''Folk Lore or Eer]1' Settlers ~ America, 0 

p.167 ( the Tcm.All:leon Ipching) 

/111/soAI / /111,vJ/Nf l 
Vol. m b7 W. R. Morris 

Fancy Gap, Virginia. 1958 

"On Aug. 20, 1892 Taa Allison of Iredell Co. N.C. employed b)' a tobacco wrehouee 
canpa?J1' of Mi:. ilr,y, N.C. on the main street of thio thriving little tobacco village, 
and only' a abort dietance trom where Sheri.tt C. H. (/Cape) Hayn,,e was standil1g, shot . 
and k:l.lled a very praninent citizen ot • Airy and Sur:t7 co. w. H. Brown. A dep.1t;y 
sher!tt, Mart Grit"tith, arrested illison ao.d placed him in the Dobson jai l . " 

"Y. ~ iQ. a, gz !. colored. am: Jolm Snow, who drove en ice wagon for en, ice 
OOIJlp81'Q" in WinBton-saJ.em, N. C. in 1925. 'Whan a small bey he was sta,illg with bi.8 aunt 
just outclide of Dobson on the Mt. AirJ' road. On l!I cool starry iµ.gbt (in Sept. ) he 
was playing on the bank or the road in trontot his aunt• s hano; when he saw e great crowd 
of men riding horses, oaning up the road,ae they-10am& nearer there got to be more men and 
horses, growiJlg larger all the time, ao it looked i>o him; that they were making no noiae 
aa thq walked along the rocl<;y 2'Qad. (The,- had tied oac:ks arouni the horses teet so they 
would make no noise. ) He being I lad of eieht or ~en ,ears of age, becare .trigbteued 
and ran !or the ho.use, the tl'Ollt al'ld back doors being open he nn through the house ecreamirlg 
his aunt and other8 who lived aearby ran him down; but he was eo scared tor some time he 
could not tell 'Nhat he had seen. About the time he had made them understand what he lad 
seen; the colored population hav:S.i,g gatheredto le8m 'What the excitement wee ell about; 
the men on the horses passed back in the direction ot Mr. Ai17 in the same quiet wa,, 
than the older ones becae excited and began preying '4h:1.ch cCllti.n.ued ell nig.llt. • He 
said, •He \llent to bed and slept all night and that next 11)()ffl'l"ng down the road a short 
diatance e man was hanging to the limb ot an oak tree . 11 Tan Allison had been taken tree 
the jail during the night and bing. The tl"9$ has been known ae "Hangmen• s Oak. 11 

This tree stood b;r the side of t.lte road on Rt. 601 about one mile northeast ot Dobson, 
u.o . and has been recentl.7 out down as it became rotten and decayed. 11958) 
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