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TOM ALLISON LYNCHED

A Mob Swings Him to a White-Oak Tree

The Murdzrer of Three Men at Last Pays the Penalty of his Crimes--It was all
Done in Secret

"Tom Allison was lynched last night,“ was the intelligence that flashed
over the city Tuesday at noon when the mail carrier from Dobson arrived here.

"I saw him hanging to a white-oak tree which stands in the forks of the
road about two miles this side of Dobson. The rain was pouring on him." This
was the rest of the information. All we could get.

But the News was not satisfied with this, and after inquiring from those
who had seen the jailer and Coroner we are enabled to give the following
impartial and of course vague report:

About one o'clock on Monday night last a posse of men supposed to be
about twenty in number went to the county jail. The crowd made out they had
a prisoner. One of the number played off that way. Part of the crowd seemed
deputized to keep guard around the jail while the rest entered. They knocked
on the front door and said they had a prisoner. Jailer Reid, who tried to do
his duty, went to the door, and on opening it, was seigzed, his lamp being
shaken from his hands. The key to Allison's cell was demanded and Reid refused,
whereupon they made threats and after a while found the keys. They made the
jailer go with them. Allison and McKnight were in the same cell. McKnight
said, "O God, they are after me." Allison replied, "No they are after me."
One of the posse said, "We ain't after you, Mack." They seized Allison in his
night-clothes and took him out. Despite of his pleadings they hastily rode
away.

The jailer, true to his duty, rushed over and rang the Court House bell,

After some search -the body .of Allison was

found swinging to the tree.

It is needless to conjecture who composed the posse. There are some who
think one way and some who think another. There are rumors that Georgians
did it. There are rumors that say Mount Airy did it. 'Tis true some horses
were taken but who did it the wild waves will have to answer.

As to the affair we have nothing to say. Ve are for peace, and opposed
to lynching, but it is to be hoped that Surry courts will hereafter keep
this in mind when prosecuting capital cases, and learn a lesson therefrom.

The body of Allison was taken.tDEStatesville for interment.
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The Allison Tree }

DOBSON —Do famous old trees have ghosts that can
be made friends with?

If they don't, it might pay Haden Wood to close up hzs :
Allison Tree Service. For, they say, a ghost when in a
crabby moed, can bring you to ruin: -

The Allison Tree Service (not an orgamzatlon of tree 1
surgeons, but a filling station) is located on old U.S. 601
and stands close by what used to be the best known tree
in Surry County. T |
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Lynch Mob Vlctim

Where Tom Allison, vu:t:m of a ‘19th century lynch

b, dangled from a rope. :
moNobodygseems be able to keep the Allison Tree

Service going for long. For some reason or another,

lla,
they move on. But Haden Wood and his wife, Rose
whg took over the operation last May, have every

intention of trymg =
They re spmcmg up the the place

- \me here, saia |
3 a junk yard when we cam
Mr:tgzzdjuft uthe 've been cleaning ;nd ;rl:gv;e Eﬁomrosedy
bushes and 20 silver ::{ce 0\;1an5 r;r; :r b:;rded e and
‘have 400 different kinds e
_ red, orange, yellow
lOtshOf ce:lr:)x:a h;les istic at all about Mr. AHISOI: sfg;::f:
‘S‘Vgesve hap; a lot of people stopﬁlt;etreér;r:e ou 5?1 ; Sald'
m Canada, looking for [H) o
?“:)?R fff; not here anymore. It’s done died and been

do‘v‘gul everybody in Surry County th‘;t s 20 years old -
" can remember t.hat tree, " said Mr. y

Hanginthmeied sk 3

“The hangmg limb dled first and teil off the tree

said s e e Mr. Wood contmued an old genﬂﬁman

e 1is just to see the tree
u fromtheSandhl sj 3 =4
::‘ngl;ﬁec: ?\ft aI; oak that he th thought was it. I dldn t

-

' : Ailtsen Tree ¥ n‘he;-
/ {MW’ /V'Cc, ”Mﬁ'”j

The Allison Tree stood between the road sign . -
and the "Weicome to Dobson" marker.
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ha\e the heart to tell him any dlfferent_ 1
Mr. Wood noted. that from what he has been told, Mr. I
Allison had a habit of carrying a gun and people were | /
plenty afraid of him. especially when he was drinking. |
According to verbal tradition, Mr. Allison was
accused of murdenng a Mount Airy man, anda group of 1
the dead man's friends came over to Dobson' riding |
horseback and carrving guns. They persuaded the
jailer to hand over the key to the cell. .
Whereupon they put Mr. Allison on a horse, took him
to the tree (about a mile from the jail), placed a rope :

-~

- around his neck. tied the other end to a limb, led the i

horse out from under him and departed the scene.

A farmer. so the story goes. was curing tobacco |
nearby and watched Mr. Allison struggling to free '
himself as he dangled and could have lended a helping
hand had he not been afraid that one of the Mount Airy

~ men might still be looking and turn a weapon on him. '

AMrs. Elbert Shelton, who lives with her husband in a

 house within sight of where the tree used to stand, |

allows that Mr. Allison must have been ‘‘a pretty mean
man for them to have hanged him.”
But. she pointed out. the ingident happened s0 long

_ago that it is rarely discussed anymore. “‘There’s not |
| many people around now that ever ment:ons 1t," she
“said.

Several years back. her husband owned and operated

+ the Allison Tree Service for a while but finally sold it. |
_The tree. she said. was cut down around 1960 and never ,
:\\ as a good drav.mg card for the business, anyhow. A

Why,'!_she said. “that filling station has changed

“hands a half dozen tlmeE o2

Did Tom Allison’s ghost have somethmg to do w:th 1t"

Well. Mr. and Mrs. Wood aren’t making complaints
about any disgruntled spirit. So far, you might say, they
and Mr Alhson S ghos‘t are gettmg along on good terms. i
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2A—The Mount Airy News, Bicentennial Edition.

Thursday. July 1, 1976.

Main Street Shooting Recalled

—From Yadkin Valley News—
Aug. 25, 1892

Shot Down In Cold Blood

Tom Allison Kills W.H. Brown
On Main Street (Mount Airy).

It was done on Saturday and
in broad day. Allison is caught
and is now on trial for his life.

On last Saturday evening on

the ‘\Iam Street of this city was
‘enacted one of the most
horrible tragedies that (this
section has ever witnessed.
Tom Allison. the receiver for
Messrs, Forkner, Oliver & Co.,
tobacco manufacturers. had for
some time been boasting oL his
superiority as a marksman. He
had also entertained the
determination to take the life of
W._ H. Brown. shipping clerk for
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Mount Airy_

Messrs. Sparger Bros. The true
reason for this is not exactly
known: however, there are
witnesses who declare that they
had heard him express himself
that way.

It seems that Allison tried to
pick at Brown in several ways
to have a chance to carry out
shis  hellish - desire. He told
Brown he bet he could beat him
in a foot race. Brown said he
couldn’t. Allison wanted to bet
$2.50 on it and challenged
Brown to meet him at a livery
stable Saturday afternoon.
Brown through no more about it
so we leam and. being a heavy
man. probably took the idea of
his running a foot race absurd.
Anyhow, Brown did nol pgo
After a while Allison met
Brown and they began talking.
Allison told Brown he wasn't
man of his word and then they
passed some sharp language.
They were walking along in
front of the Allred block when
Allison cursed Brown. the
latter resenting it with his [is

Lynching At

—YadKkin Valley News—
Sept. 15, 1892

AMan Swings To A White Oak
Tree

The Murderer of Three
Men at Last Pays the
Penalty for His Crimes—It
was All Done in Secret.

“Tom Allison was lynched
last night,”” was the intelligence
that flashed over the city
Tuesday at noon when the mail
carrier from Dobsen arrived
here,

“I saw him hanging to a
white oak tree which stands in
the forks of the road aboul two
miles this side ol Dobson. The
rain was pouring on him."" This
was the rest of the information.
All we could get.

But the News was not
satisfied with this, and after
inquiring from those who had
seen the jailer and coroner, we
are enabled to give the
following impartial, and of
COU!"S("_ vague report:

About one o’clock on Monday

Allison hit Brown with his ¢ane.
When Brown caught the cane,
Allison pulled out his pistol.
stepped back, and shot twice
with deliberate aim. He pulled
down again but it failed to go
off. The two shots had taken
effect, one in his chest and the
other in his side and Brown
reeled and fell dead.

Hardly had he fell before the
whole Main Street was on fire
with excitement and people
went wild yelling, *‘Cateh
Allison. catch him!" It was a
wild and desperate chase,
Allison running for his life. Mr.
Mart Griffith made a short cut
from behind Graves’
warehouse and nabbed the
murderer just as he was tur-
ning down Rockford Street. A
crowd soon had him and he
was, after some preliminaries,
takento#he calaboose where he
was ehainéd down.

Brown’s bleeding body was
laken to thé rear of Taylor and
Banner's Brug Store and
hathed and dressed,

night last, a posse of me
supposed to be about twenty
number went to the county ja
The crowd made out they had
see a prisoner. One of
number playved off that wayl
Part of the crowd seemy
deputized to keep guard aroung
the jail while the rest ente
They knocked on the front deor
and said they had a prisoner.
Jailer Reid, who tried to do/his
duty. went to the door, and on!
openingit, was seized, his 1amp:
being shaken from his hands.
The key to Allison's cell 'was;
demanded and Reid refused,
whereupon they made thi’éats_l
and after a while found the
keys. They made the }d]i&f g0,
with them. Allison
McKnight were in the same
cell. MeKnight said, 0 God,
they are after me.” Allisun|
rephed “No. they are dlltl
me,” One of the posse said, |
“We ain’t after you, Mack."
They seized Allison in hisnight-
clothes and took him out.
Despite of his pleadings they
hastily rode away.

The jailer, true to his duty,

The Knights of Pythias, in
which order he was a member,
spared no pains to care for the
corpse of their dead brother
They had a nice coffin par
chased and he. was placed
therein. The funeral services
were conducted by Rev, L.H.
Pruitt at the Baptist Church
Sunday afternoon and there
was a tremendous crowd
present. He was laid to rest in
Dakdale by the Knights.
{Note—Brown is believed to
have been the first person
buried in Oakdale Cemetery).

Brown was a clever, Kind,
and well-intending gentleman.
He was no one's enemy. He
came from western Virginia
-but was originally from

| Georgia. He seemed to have no

' parents, but had an only sister
Uin Alabama. Though among
 strangers, he died among
| friends.

Allison has long been known
1 as a scoundrel, having previous

! to this killed two men.
]

obson Recalled

|rushed over and rang the
Courthouse bell, but nothing of
note could be done. After some
search, the body of Allison was
found swung to a tree.

It is needless to conjecture
who composed the posse. There
are some who think one way
and some who think another.
There are rumors that
Georgians did it. There are
rumors that say Mount Airy did

it. ‘Tis true some horses were
taken but who did it, the wild
waves will have to answer.

As to the affair we have
nothing tosay. We are at peace,
and opposed to lynching, but it
is to be hoped that Surry courts
will hereafter keep this in mind
when proseculing capital cases
and learn a lesson therefrom.

The body of Allison was taken
1o Statesville for interment.

+Note: It was said that
Mount Airy townsmen could
recognize the horses whose
owners had taken them out the
night before from the livery
stable.

Tom Allison’s Lynching

—From
Settlers of America,” Vol, I,
by W. R, Morris, Faney Gap,
Virginia.

~The Tom Allison Lynching

m . AyBist 20, 1892,
Allison of ivefiel County, N. C..
emploved by a". tobacco
warehouse company of Mount
Airy. N. C.. on the main street
of this thriving little tobacco
village. and on a short distance
from where Sheriff C, H.
(Cape! Haynes was standing.
shot and killed a very
prominent citizen of Mounl
Airy and Surry County, W, H.
Brown

A deputy sheriff. Mart
Griffith, arrested Allison and
placed him m the Dobson jail.

As lold 1o me by a colored
man - John Snow, who drove an
e wagon for an ice company

Tom

in Winston-Nalem in 1925,
“When o small bov, he was
staving  with his aunt  jusl

The late Joe Haynes, it is said
on good authority., witnessed
the hanging when but a boy of

“Folk Lore of Early *

outside of Dobson on the Mount
Airy road. On a cool starry
night (in September), he was
playing on the bank of the road
in front of his aunt’s home when
he saw a great crowd of men
riding horses coming up the
road. - As they ‘eame nearer
there got to be more men and

horses:. growing larger all the,

time. so it looked to him. They
were making no noise as they
rode along the rocky road.
(They had tied sacks around
the horses’ [eet so that they
would make no noise.) He.
being a lad of eight or ten years
ol age. became frightened and
tiun for the house.

The front and back doors
were open and he ran through
the house screaming. His aunt
and others who lived nearby

rin him down but he was so
scared for some time he could
not tell what he had seen. About
the time he had made them
understand what he had seen,
the colored population had

twelve because his father had
promised him that he could go
and did not back down on his
word.

gathered to learn what the
excitement was all about. As
the man on the horses passed
back in the direction of Mount
Airy in the same quiet way, the
older ones became excited and
began praving which continued
all night. Snow said he went to
bed and slept all night and that
next morning down the road a
short distance a man was
hanging on the limb of an oak
tree, Tom Allison had been
taken from the Dobson Jail
during the night and hung. The
tree has become known as
“Hangman's Oak.” This tree
stood by the side of the road on
Route 601 about one mile

; northeast of Dobson until it wss

cut down in the 1960’s.

Fisher’s Peak

Fisher's Peak, small stream,
was named for Fisher's Peak,
and Fisher's Peak was named
for Col. Daniel Fisher who had
charge of surveying the line
between Virginia and North
Carolina at this point. He took
the line across the top of the
peak, and the legend is that the
exertion killed him and he was

,buried on top of the peak.

The area along the river was
once.an old muster ground and
is a setting for a delightful
collection of stories called
“‘Fisher River Sketches,'
dealing with pioneers begin-
ning about the year 1820, and

authored by a contempcrary.

Inquest Held In Lynching

Yadkin Valley News
Sept., 1892

CTHE CORONER'S VERDICT

DOBSON.N. C.. Sept. 19, 1892
— As you have been informed,
on the night of the 12th inst..
between the hours ol twelve
and two. our Llown was aroused
from ils’ slumbers by the
ringing of the Courthouse bell.
and in a few minutes the in-

formation was spread thal Tom
Allison was taken from the jail
by a crowd of masked men who
were armed and who over-
powered the jailer. N. J. Reid
About two or three o'clock 1
was informed of all that had

truanspired—that “‘Allison was
Ivnched. that citizens of the
town had followed on in the
direction of the lynchers and
that they had found the lifeless
hody of Allison hanging lo the
limb of a white oak tree about

one mile from the courthouse
on the public road leading from
Dobson to Mount Airy."”

I took no steps in the
premises until daylight, at
which time [ proceeded to hold
an inquest. From the fact of the
Ivnchers going in the direction

ol Mount Alry, rumors began to
float around that the people of
Mount Airy did it, or were at
least responsbile for it. I
summoned such persons as the

jurors desired and as I though
could throw any light on the
matter. We continued the in-
vestigation until Wednesday
when we adjourned until
Saturday, during which time 1
summoned several citizens of
the town of Mount Airy all of
whose testimony was carefully
taken down and (horoughly
weighted, and from the
testimony of some thirty wit-
nesses there was no develop-
ment sufficient to warrant the
jury in coming to a conclusion
as lo who the guilty parties
were.

So that their verdict was that
*T. H. Allison came to his death
by hanging at the hands of
masked men to ‘the. jury
unknown.’
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Vol. III by W.R. Morris

From "Folk lLore of Early Settlers of America,"

Pancy Gep, Virginia. 1956

(the Tom.Allison Lynching)
"On Aug. 20, 1892 Tom Allison of Iredell Co. N.C. employed by a tobacco werehouse

company of Mb., Alry, n.c.mmmnmtormmmgutmmmunm
mm-mmmmwc.a.(%)ﬂmnsnm,

and killed a very prominent citizen of Mb. Adry and
sheriff, Mart Griffith, arrested Allison
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