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ARTICLES 01' FAI'IB 

URIOB PRIHITIVE BAPTIST CIIUJlCil 

fiSHER.' S lllVEll PlliHIUVE BAPTIST ASSOCunOB 

Article I - Of God and the Holy Trinity. 

Ve believe in one only true and living God, who rules all things after 
his cnm will; and that he, who created all things, is infinite in power, 
viadoa, knowledge and goodness; eternal, ~rtal, invisible, and unchange­
able; and that this God has revealed ~elf in his word under the character 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three bear witness in earth; 
the water, the spirit and the blood, and that: these t:hree agree in one. 

Art:icle II - Of t:he Holy Scriptures. 

Ve believe t:hat: the Holy Scriptures of the Old and Bev Testaments are 
the vritt:en word of God, and are a sufficient rule of faith and practice; 
that they are given by inspiration of God, and are profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, and for instruct:ion in righteousness; and 
that they c~tain all things necessary to be known for the salvation of 
w.en and WOllen. 

Article III - Of the Atonement. 

Ve believe that Christ died and made a ca.plete atonement for all who 
ever d:!d, does oov, or ever will believe on Dis name; and that all who are 
finally saved were given to Christ in covenant of t:he Father before the 
world vas, that: they should show forth his priaae. 

Article IV - Of Forekncnrledge, Election and Predestination. 

Ve believe that (all) whoa God did foreknow be did also predestinate to 
be confor.ed to the t.age of his Son; that God elected according to his 
foreknowledge, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ, all who are finally saved, to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that none cmae to Christ only 
those whma he loved with an everlasting l~ve, and in due t::iae calls to 
everlasting glory. 

Article V - Ve believe in the doctrine of original sin. 

Article VI - Ve believe in man's impotency to recover himself froa the 
fallen state he is in by his own free will and ability. 

Article VII - Ve b elieve that sinners are justified in the sight of God 
only by the imputed righteousness of Christ. 

Article VIII - We believe that God's elect will be called, converted, re­
generated and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

Article IX - We believe the saints persevere in grace and never finally 
fall away. 

Article X - We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances of 
Jesus Christ, and that true believers are the only proper subjects of ordin­
ances • and that the true mode of baptism is by immersion. 



Article XI - Ve believe in the resurrection of the dead. and a general 
judpent. 

Article XII - Ve believe the punishment of the wicked will be eternal 
and the joys of the righteous everlasting. 

Article XIII- Ve believe that no DdniBter h~~ the right to administer 
the ordinances only such as are regularly called and have come under the 
t.position of the bands of the presbytery. 

COVEHART 

Ve do nov in the presence of Alaighty God. and in the faith of the 
gospel. and by the help of divine grace, unreservedly and unitedly give 
up ourselves to God the Father, and Dis Son, .Jesus Christ. and to the 
Holy Ghost, to be for Ria and no other, freely subaitting ourselves to 
him, to be at his disposal for his glory, taking bia as our true guide 
and :.. on:·l~ portion, proa:l.sing by the help of divine grace to watch against 
sin. te.ptation, and corruption; and to hold a continual warfare with the 
same, looking to Christ who is the author and finisher of our faith, and 
the only hope and surety of his people. Under his covenant of grace, we 
do nov freely and joyfully give ourselves to one another by the will of 
God • freely covenanting and engaging to and with each other to bear one 
another's burdens in the gospel, and so fulfill the law of Christ unto 
obedience, promising to watch over one another in love and to hold cOIIBIIUil­
ion together in the ordinances of the gospel, subaitting ourselves in 
this • which we trust is a part of his JIYStical body • according as we shall 
be directed by his Spirit in his word; and by the help of divine grace to 
still pray for more light frma the Lord, believing that he will further 
and more gloriously open to us his word and the mysteries of his kingdom­
and to our Lord .Jesus Christ, and our only Savior, to whma be glory for­
ever and forever. Amen. 

The Articles of Faith and the Covenant were adopted in the year 1888 



HISTORY 

of 

URIOB PlliHlnVE BAPTIST CIIUllCB 

Union Primitive Baptist Church vas organized as an arm of Bogan' a 
Creek Primitive Baptist Church. The Fisher's River Primitive Baptist 
Association at its April, 1888 session held ~th Rock Spring Church 
authorized organization of the church. 

In May, 1888, a presbytery composed of Elders A. H. Denny, G. Denny, 
Nathan Alberty and J. D. Draughn .et ~th forty-five members ~th letters 
of dismission from other churches, found the. to be orthodox in faith, and 
constituted thea into a church. ordaining Brothers A. z. H. Denny and King 
D. Key as deacons. The newly constituted church chose Elder H. G. Barbour 
as its .oderator. 

Except for the year 1934. the church has continuously remained affil­
iated ~th the Fisher's Jliver Pri.Jaitive Baptist Association. The Asso­
ciation was organized on Friday before the third Sunday in Noveaber of 
1832. Originally the Association had seven churches: Deep Creek. Fisher's 
River. State Road. Round Peak, Cody's Creek, Ararat and Swan Creek. The 
original name of the Association vas Fisher's River Baptist Association. 
Ihe naae vas changed as vas the na.e of its churches to include the word 
"Primitive•, .eaning "original", to distinguish the Association and its 
churches from other Baptist churches because of their opposition to the 
then organized Jd.ssion systea, foreign and domestic, to Suiulay Schools and 
theological seainaries. 

The Articles of Faith adopted by the Association and which identify 
the church have remained esaeDt:l.ally uncJumaed. 

A history of the Fisher's River Primitive Baptist Association vas 
published in 1905. At that tt.e the following churches were associated 
with the Association: Deep Creek (organized around 1778), Fisher's River 
(before 1808), Ararat (1822), Franklin (before 1824), Round Peak (around 
1825). State Road (1830), Swan Creek (before 1832), Flat Shoals (before 
1848), Rock Spring (1840). Flower Gap (1841), Fisher's -Gap {1844), Tom's 
Creek (1856), White Oak Springs {1872), Elk Spur (1873), Cody's Creek 
{before 1832), Liberty {1879), Zion Bill {1878), Mulberry {1881), Bogan's 
Creek {1885), Albion {1888), Rock Bouse {1889), Dover (1893), Hartin {1875), 
Union {1888), Mountain View {1895), Pilot Mountain (1896), Stewart's Creek 
(before 1794) and Volunteer (1867). 

In the year 1934 a division of the church at Union occurred concern­
ing the doctrine of absolute predestination. A number of the churches 
left the Association to form the Laurel Springs Primitive Baptist Associa­
tion. To the present day both factions of Union Primitive Baptist Church 
use the church building, each according to the other friendship and accom­
modation sharing in the cost of utilities and maintenance, and contributing 
generously toward improvements • .. 



Manner of Worship. Froa the beginning the manner of worship bas 
not changed. Services are begun with the singing of' a hymn followed by 
an invocation. The elders present are afforded an opportunity to exer­
cise their gifts. The deacons deter.ine the order of preaching. Pastors 
may select hymns before preaching. Ro ausical instruments are employed 
nor organized choirs chosen. Bone were believed found necessary or 
appropriate in the days of the Apostles. .The service is kept deliberately 
simple with total focus upon worship, nothing appealing to human vanity. 
Services are concluded with the singing of a hymn during which occasion 
members of the church and visitors shake hands as an expression of love 
and fellowship. A call is usually made for anyone wanting to join the 
church to come forward to express their love for the church or to tell 
their experience offered as evidence of God's dealing with them, of repent­
ence and their desire to unite with the church. The members of the church 
then vote whether to accept the applicant. The vote must be unanimous. 
Services end with a benediction. 

Baptism. Baptisa is by total t.aersion. The example of Christ's 
baptts. is believed to be the only acceptable .ode. Baptism is one of 
the tvo ordinances observed by the church. 

The Lord's Supper. This is the second and only other ordinance ob­
served by the church. It is also known as the c~ion service. This 
service is held once a year • although it would be appropriate to hold it 
more often. Vine, not grape juice, is used; unleavened bread is broken 
and served. Footwashing is part of the service. All who participate in 
this most huable part of the coa.union service confess a blessing received. 
Ca..uuion is closed. Only the ae.bers of the church or of sister churches 
in fellowship -y participate. The first communion or Lord's Supper was 
closed. 

Boae Worship. Members are encouraged to read their Bibles at home 
with their faailies and to engage in sincere worship in their homes, teach­
ing their children about the goodness and the mercies of God, about values, 
respect for authority • to honor parents • to follow the coaaandments and to 
obey the law of the land. 

Sunday Schools; Missions; Theological Seminaries. The disciples of 
salvation by grace are persuaded that man is incapable of teaching men or 
children to know God, believing, instead, that God will add to the church 
such as Be would have to serve 111m. Whether at hoae or aseabled at a meet­
ing house. men of God can indeed teach about God but cannot convey God to 
the listener. Schools as such, on Sunday or otherwise, were not and are not 
encouraged: the prospect of teachers themselves unlearned misleading youth 
became a compelling reason not to establish Sunday Schools. II Foreign 
missions were rejected: God is omnipresent. Be works his pleasure among 
the inhabitants of the earth as well as with the araies of heaven, and is 
perfectly capable of revealing himself to the most isolated person on earth, 
and needs no volunteers from abroad to accomplish His purpose. In like 
manner God is able to inspire men at home ito serve 111m. The institutions 
men create invite ambitious persons with their own agendas, or they elevate 
men to responsible ·positions who are or may be unenlightened or not competent 
to accomplish their mission, and the harm done is greater than the benefit 
sought to be extended. Better to leave missions to Him who inspires them, 



and that is to God. He is as alive today as in the days of the Apostles. 
M theological seminaries are man made institutions. For the same reasons 
mission systems are opposed, seainaries for the training of ministers to 
preach the gospel are opposed. Unenlightened teacb~rs, men neither taught 
of God nor called by &±m, would become a part of the faculties of seainar­
ies. Education is not an t.pediaent to the call to the ainistry nor a re­
quirement. Peter vas uneducated but universally respected as a great 
preacher of the gospel. the Apostle Paul was one of the most educated men 
of his day; yet be continuously remonstrated that the gospel be preached 
vas not received of man, nor was be taught it. but caae by it by the rev­
elation of Jesus Christ. the church is content to witness God call and 
to qualify Dis a:lnisters. 

Church Conferences; Discipline. The business meeting of the church 
is called the conference meeting and is held once each month on a Saturday. 
Those present constitute a quorua. An ordained deacon must be present for 
a conference meeting to be held. An inquiry is made as to the existence of 
peace and fellowship a.ong members before business matters are considered. 
Voting on aatters :is done openly. A moderator may be elected by secret 
ballot. A st.ple majority resolves issues. Occasionally sa.e misunder­
standing interferes with the peace and fellowship of aellbers. If it is 
a private offense, as between only two members, they are expected and 
required to resolve it discretely and quitely. If the offended member is 
unable alone to achieve satisfaction be is at liberty to ask another mem­
ber of the church to accompany hia to confront the offender. Should this 
second effort fail, the offended ae.ber is free to ask the church as a 
body to consider his grievance. Deacons are regarded as special stewards 
of the church, although all aeabers have a duty to preserve the peace and 
fellowship of the church. Deacons often serve as the accompanying aeaber 
in the second effort to secure satisfaction with an offender. Vhen the 
conduct of a member is such as to bring the church itself into disrepute, 
as when be ca.aits a public q!fense or does sa.ething ca..only regarded 
as offensive or reprehensibleknown publicly • the church may deal with the 
offender sUD8Srily; a deacon "may bring the matter to the attention of the 
church without private conference with the offender. The offender is noti­
fied to be present at a conference meeting to offer explanation or excuse 
or to plead for forgiveness and proaise to reform his ways. Discipline 
within the church is accorded a high priority. Special efforts must be 
taken to preserve the church's standing and good repu~ation in the ca..unity. 

Officers. The officers of the church are the moderator, who is an or­
dained elder; a deacon or deacons, vbo are also ordained; and a clerk. The · 
moderator is not required to be a member of the church. The deacon is a 
member of the church, as is the clerk. The moderator presides at conference 
meetings; the deacon may preside in the absence of a moderator. 

Prepared by the Clerk 

Approved by the Church 



AI.TICLES 01' I'AITR 

UBIOB PJUHinVE BAPTIST CllUilCII 

LAUREL SPRIBGS PJUliiTIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATIOB 

1. Ve believe in the being of God Al.aighty, eternal, unchangeable, 
of infinite visd0111, power • justice • holiness • goodness. mercy and 
truth; and that thi.s God has revealed hiaself in His Word under the 
character of l'ather, Son and Holy Ghost. 

2. Ve believe that Ahlighty God bas made known His mind and will to 
the children of aen in His word; which we believe to be of divine 
authority and contains all things necessary to be known for the 
salvation of men and women. The same is comprehended as contained 
in the Books of the Old and Hew Testa.ents as are commonly received. 

3. Ve believe that God before the foundation of the world for the 
purpose of His own glory • did elect a certain number of men and 
angels to eternal life, and unconditioDal. on the part of the crea­
ture. 

4. Ve believe that Ada. fell from his state of rectitude and he in­
volved himself and all his natural offspring in the state of death, 
and for that original transgression, we are all both filthy and 
gullty in the sight of God. 

S. Ve also believe that it is utterly out of the power of men as 
fallen creatures to keep the laws of God perfectly • and repent of 
their sins truly • as we believe in Christ • except that a man be 
drawn by the Holy Spirit. 

6. Ve believe in God's appointed tiae and way by means which Be has 
ordained, the elect shall be called, justified, pardoned and 
sanctified; and that it is utterly impossible that we can refuse 
the call, but shall be made w1.l..liDg by divine grace to receive 
the offer of .ercy. 

7. Ve believe that justification in the sight of God is only the im­
puted righteousness of Jesus Christ; received and applied by faith 
alone. 

8. We believe in like aanner, that God's elect shall not only be 
called and justified, but they shall be converted, born again and 
changed by the ~ffectual working of God's Holy Spirit. 

9. Ve believe that such as are converted, justified, and called by 
Ria grace shall persevere in holiness and never fall finally away. 

1 10. Ve believe it to be duty incumbent on all God's people to walk 
religiously in God's works, not in the old covenant of seeking 
life and favor of the Lord by it, but only as a duty from principal 
of love. 



11. We believe bap~ts. and the Lord's Supper are gospel ordinances, 
bo~h belonging ~o the ~rue believers; and ~ha~ persons who are 
sprinkled or dipped while in unbelief were no~ regularly bap~ised 
according ~o God's Word, and ~ha~ such ough~ ~o be bap~ised af~er 
~hey are savingly coaver~ed in~o ~he fai~h of Chris~. 

12. We believe every church is iDdependen~ in -~~era of discipline, 
and ~ba~ Associa~ions, Councils and Conferences of several mdnisters 
or churches are no~ to t.pose on the churches ~he keeping or main­
ta:in.ing of any principal or prac~ice cou~rary ~o the church's judg­
Jiell~. 

13. We believe in the resurrec~ion of the dead, bo~h of ~be jus~ and 
the unjus~, and a general judp.en~. 

14. We believe ~be punishment of ~he wicked is everlas~ing and ~be 
joys of the righ~eous e~ernal. 

15. We believe ._tha~ no DiDJ.s~ers have the righ~ ~o the adainJ.stratiou 
of ~he ordinances only such as are cegularly called and coae under 
~he lumds of the presb~ery. 

16. We believe tha~ for the .utual ccnafor~ • union and sa~isfac~ion 
of several churches of the aforsaid faith and order ough~ ~o aee~ 
in an Associa~ion way • wherein each church is to represent their 
ease by their delegates. and a~tend as of~en as necessary to ad­
vise in such -~~era, bu~ Associa~ions • as such • are to be in no 
vise binding on the churches vi~hout their consent, bu~ only to si~ 
and act as an advisory council. 

17. Ar~icle 1 and 7 • Cbap~er 3, London Confession of Fai~h: "God has 
(Isaiah 46:10; Eph. 1:11; Deb. 6-7; IDa. 9:15-18) decreed in Bt.­
self froa all eternity • by ~he .,st vise and holy counsel of B1s 
own free vill, freely and unchangeable, all things vha~soever 
coae to pass ye~ so as ~hereby God is neither the anthor of sin 
(J&~~es 1:15-17; John 1:5) nor hath fellovship vi~h any ~herein. 
nor is violence offered to the vi11 of the creature; nor is the 
liberty or con~ingency of second causes taken away. but rather 
(Acts 4:27-28; John 19:11) established in which appeals Dis vis­
do. is disposing all things • and power and faithfulness (Bua. 23: 
19; Eph. 1:3-S) in accu.plisbing Bia decree." 

"The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be 
handled with special :PJrwlence and care; that aen attending the 
vi11 of God revealed in Bia Word. and yielding obedience thereunto 
may from the certainty of their effectual vocation be assured of 
their (Thess. 1-4; 2 Peter 1:10) eternal election; so shall this 
doctrine afford matter (Epb. 1:7; Ro. 11:33) of praise, reverence 
and the admiration of God. and (Rom. 11:5.6) of humility. diligency 
and abundant (Luke 1:20) consolation to all that sincerely obey 
the gospel." 

Articles reprinted from Minutes 

Laurel Springs Association 1990 


	Sil_UPBC_i01_p001_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p002_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p003_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p004_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p005_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p006_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p007_mam
	Sil_UPBC_i01_p008_mam

