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September 19, 2008 

God truly blessed me when I was called to serve Whitaker's Chapel UMC in 2005. 
When I arrived I found a congregation anxious to build their Sunday School progra!'f1, 
intentionally study the Bible, enthusiastically worship God, while continuing to serve others in 
their community and throughout the world. 

As we have celebrated the 1 oath anniversary of Whitaker's Chapel this year, I am 
reminded of a heritage that truly has followed the mission statement of Bishop McClesky to 
Follow Jesus, Make Disciples, and Transform the World. Whitaker's Chapel showed a true 
desire to follow Jesus as they established the church following the brush arbor revival. The 
recovery from two fires, including the May 1950 fire which destroyed the church, could have 
discouraged a less faithful congregation but through all adversity, Whitaker's Chapel has 
continued to show its love for God and trust that God will lead them in all that they do. 

The emergence of a successful Vacation Bible School has given our church an 
opportunity to witness to the community. We will not soon forget the celebration under the 
"Giant Oak Tree", the children's excitement in the fire truck, or releasing the many balloons 
into the heavens as we remembered all "the saints" who have come before us at Whitaker's 
Chapel. The Christmas Program, annual Easter Egg Hunt, annual Fall Bazaar, and other 
fellowship events have also provided opportunities for Whitaker's Chapel to share their love 
with everyone around us. 

Since 2005, Whitaker's Chapel has done its part to transform the world. I will always 
remember the generous love and financial support given to our adopted family affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. The continued support for the Pilot Mountain Community, including many 
oil tanks filled and meals served, has inspired me to serve as Christ served. Whitaker's 
Chapel continues to step up without hesitation to support mission throughout the world. 

Whitaker's Chapel has much to celebrate as we reflect over the past 100 years. 
Although there will be significant challenges ahead, I am also confident that if we remain 
faithful to God's calling for us individually and for our church, Whitaker's Chapel will enjoy 
hundreds of years of successful ministry to come. We must always remember that"/ can do 
all things through him who strengthens me." (Phil 4:13) 

Peace and Grace, 

Rev. David Raiford 



:M.ISSIO!N SVIP.E:M.P9fl 
Open Hearts, Open !Minlfs, Open ©oors 

<Follow Jesus, !Ma~ <Discipfes, rz'ransfonn tlie 'World 

•<Ifie mission of tlie Vnitetf !Metlioatst Cliurc:li is to ma~ discipfes of Jesus Clirist. " 

)f.s unitetf mem.6ers of tlie 6otfy of Clirist, we of tlie <Pilot 'View, Slioaf.s, ana 'Wliita~'s Cliapef 
Vnitetf ~etliotfist Cli.urclies also cfaim tliat mission statement as an intearaf part of our faitli lierittllJe. 

'We receive tliis mission statement from our £ortf ana Savior, Jesus Clirist, wlio saitf in ~attliew 
28: 19-20 •qo tlierefore ana ~ discipfes of a([ nations, 6apti.zine tliem in tlie name of tlie 'Fatlier, 
ana of tlie Son, ana of tlie Jfofy Spirit, ana teacliino tliem to o6ey everytliine tliat I liave commantfetf 
you.,, 

)f.s ministers of Cli.rist, we as 6otli cferUY ana faity, see as our tfuty to (]otf tlie responsi6ility of 
procfaimine tlie gootf news of (]otf' s grace tlirouoli. Jesus Clirist, ana see~ tlie Juffillment of (}oa s 
reilJn in tlie worftf. 'Tlie Vnitetf ~etlioaist Cliurcli affirms tliat Jesus Clirist is tlie Son of (]otf, tlie 
Savior of tlie worUf, ana tlie £ortf of all 

rrliis mission is our grace-filld response to tlie '%ifJn of qotf in tlie worlif announced 6y Jesus 
Clirist. 

rrlie lieart of Cliristian ministry is Clirist's ministry of outreacliing fove. rrlierefore, alI Cliristians 
6otli faity ana cfer8Y, are caOd tlirouoli tlieir 6aptism to tliis ministry of service in tlie worftf to tlie 
gfmy of qotf, ana far liuman Juffillment. )f.s sucli, we call a([ persons into discipfesliip under tlie 
£ortfsliip of Jesus Clirist as we are ca/Id togetlier farworsliip, feOOwsliip, ana tlie 6uifd'ino up of tlie 
Cliristian community. 

rrlie means 6y wliicli we cany out tlie mission of tlie cliurcli is tliis: we ma~ discipfes of Clirist as 
we_ 

1. Q'rocfaim tlie gospe~ seet we/Come ana gatlier persons into tlie 6otfy of Clirist. 
2. £eatf persons to commit tlieir lives to qotf tlirouoli 6aptism ana profession of faitli in Jesus 

Clirist. 
3. !Nurture persons in Cliristian ltvino tlirouoli worsliip, tlie sacraments, spiritual atsciptines, ana 

otlier means of grace. 
4. Sent! persons into tlie worlif to live fwinefy ana justfy as servants of Clirist 6y liealine tlie sict 

feeamg tlie liunery, carinfJ far tlie stranoer, freeine tlie oppressed, ana wori.ino to d'evefup sociaf 
structures tliat are consistent witli tlie gospef. 

5. Continue tlie mission of see~no, wefcmnino, ana gatlierino persons into tlie community of tlie 
6otfy of Clirist. 

'We e.zyect to Juffill tliis mission 6y tlie grace of (]otf tlirouoli tlie power of tlie Jfofy Spirit. 



fJ1ie mem6ers of tlie 1fomecoming Committee sincerefy appreciate tlie infonnation 
tliat was recordetf fami tlie ear{y esta6lisliment of tlie cliurcli and' maintainetf 6y 
tfewtetf mem6ers sucli as <&tty ©enny, £ufa 'Flinclium, 1fofly ~and' otliers. 
!Not onfy auf we liaw tliis infonnation to tfraw fami and' 6uilif upon 6ut also we liatf 
recoflections liarufetf tfown ora/Ey 6y otliers. 'Witliout tlie willingness of tliose wlio 
fowtf and' appreciatetf tlie importance of tlie liistory of tlie cliurcli and' tlieir willingness 
to spend' tlieir time clipping articfes a6out events, sa'flino fetters, {eeping pictures, 
sliaring tlieir recoflections, etc. our tas{of preparing tlie 'l(pepsai§ (]Joo{ wouftf liaw 
6een mucli more aif.ficult. 'We appreciate tliose wlio liaw sliaretf tlieir personal fami(y 
pictures and' stories a6out cliurcli events 6otli past and' present. 

'We liope tliat eacli one tliat lias participatetf in antf/or atterufetf our montlify 
pro9rams feaaUllJ up to tlie 1fomecoming liaw 6een 6fessetf as mucli as we liaw. fJ1ie 
interest and' entliusiasm we liaw witnessetf at tliese pro9rams sliow us tliat our cliurcli 
is reatfy to carry tlie 6anner as wdiantfy into tlie ne~ century of tlie cliurcli as our 
fourulers. fJ1ie torcli is 6eing passetf to a new 9eneration for featfersliip. fJ1ie 9routuf
wor{lias 6een finnfy and' securefy failf. 'We onfy liaw to continue to 6e faitlifu(, 
committed; and' prayerfulfy willing to tfo qotf' s wort 

,, 
'Witliout your lie(p our fa6on of row for qotf and' tliis cliurcli project wouftf liaw 

6een mucli more cliaflenoing. '11ius, a simpfe .6ut sincere "'11ian{ 'You" is e~tf to a([ 
(6otli past and' present) wlio liaw sliaretf and' participatetf. 

Jfomecoming Committee !Mem6ers 

!Mn. Sliannon (]Jar6er 
!Mn. (}'ansy <Brouoliton 
!Mn. £intfa Cwington 
!Mn. 'l(/nnette '1'/iomas 
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THE IDSTORY OF WlllTAKER'S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Early Church History Pre-1908-1950 

Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church, in the manner of many rural 
Southern churches, can trace its origin to informal gatherings of Christians, 
desirous of the opportunity to worship God with the company of their friends and 
neighbors. So, it was here, in what was then called the Deron community, a man 
came forth to lead the faithful of the community in its search for religious services to 
meet their needs. It should be recalled that during this time the people living in this 
community who wished to attend an organized church had to walk, or if they were 
fortunate enough to have a horse drawn buggy, drive many miles to attend worship 
services. At this time, the nearest Methodist Church was located in Ararat, a 
distance of some five miles in each direction from the community. 

The name of this God-called man was Giles Whitaker, who was born nearby in 
1842. As a young man, Giles demonstrated an intense religious nature which was in 

great measure a result of the early training by his mother. The 
onset of the Civil War in 1861 saw Giles enlisted as a member of 
Company C of the 21st North Carolina Regiment which was 
mustered into Confederate service in Mount Airy. During his 
service throughout the war, Private Whitaker conducted worship 
services for the men of Company C, preached the Gospel, 
counseled men in need of comfort, and in time came to be 
regarded as the Chaplain for the Company. After the war, he 
returned to farming in Surry County as did many of those who 
survived this terrible conflict. By the year 1882, he had 
purchased a farm in the Deron community, and built his home in 
the shade of an ancient white oak tree, that would, in time, 
become known far and wide as the "Giles Whitaker Tree." By the 

year 1890, Mr. Whitaker along with Mrs. Hester Whitaker Jones, Mrs. Nora 
Whitaker Fulk, Lilla Jones Denny and others had joined the New Hope Methodist 
Church in Ararat. As mentioned, the distance to attend church was long and many 
times difficult, so began the preaching under the limbs of the ancient oak tree by 
Mr. Whitaker and other local preachers as well as circuit riding preachers. When 
the weather was inclement, services were often held in the mill store across the dirt 
road from Mr. Whitaker's residence. As time passed and the community grew in 
size, it became more and more apparent that the need for constructing a formal 
building to serve the congregation was needed. However, for nearly twenty years 
Giles Whitaker's home and its famous tree had served as a gathering place for 
neighboring Christians to nourish their faith. Time and circumstances were now to 
relegate this early place of worship to the history pages of the church. In 1915, Mr. 
J.W. Denny Sr. purchased the farm including the home and the famous tree, and 
the property remains in the Denny family to this day. Mr. Whitaker subsequently 
built a new home nearby where he lived until his death in 1920. He is buried in the 
cemetery adjacent to the church which now bears his name. 



As the new century opened, the need for a new church to be built in the community 
was evident. However, it was not until 1908 that the first steps were taken to 
formally organize the church. In the spring of this year, a tent meeting was 
conducted by Reverend Fine near Mr. Whitaker's home, and at this meeting the 
organization of a new church took place. The new members were those who 
attended this revival held by Reverend Fine and those who transferred their 
membership from New Hope Methodist Episcopal Church. The charter members of 
the church were: Giles Whitaker, Nora Fulk, Hester W. Jones, Claude E. Jones, 
Lilla J. Denny, Charlie L. Chandler, Laura Chandler, M. Yancey Denny, Ellen 
Denny, Corry Cox, Nancy Denny, Henry Sechrist, Alice Sechrist, Jane Chandler, 
Rena Whitaker, Mamie Jones, Sadie Jones, Cornellius Jones and Elizabeth Denny. 

Services continued to be held in the old mill store during the years 1908 and 1909 
when on November 10th of that latter year, Armitta Flinchum, J. Luther Holland 
and wife Betty Flinchum Holland, Henry R. Denny and wife 
Eliza Flinchum Denny deeded to the new church trustees, 
Giles Whitaker, Claude E. Jones and C. L. Chandler, a lot 
containing nine tenths of an acre more or less on which the 
first church was to be built. The name of this new church 
was to be; The Grassy Knob Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, Mt. Airy District. The lot was adjacent to the 
community cemetery then known as Webster's Cemetery, 
and is the same parcel of land on which the present day 
church stands. Under the leadership of its trustees, 
donations of money, timber and labor were received and the 
small wooden frame church was completed in 1912. The 
first pastor assigned to the new church was the Reverend R. L. Doggett who served 
in this capacity from 1913 until 1915. 

From 1911 to 1912, Mr. Whitaker with the help of other men from the community 
constructed the new church building. It should be recalled that all materials used in 
this construction from the felling of trees, to the shaping of boards, and finally the 
assembling of timbers and framing were accomplished by the hard, physical work of 
him and men of the community. That they wished a church of their own is evident. 
The Rev. J.W. Combs served as pastor of the church from 1916 to 1920, and the new 
church thrived under his leadership. In 1920, the church suffered a staggering blow 
with the passing of Mr. Giles Whitaker, whom God had called home to rest from his 
labors. The mantle of responsibility then fell to his grandson Mr. Claude E. Jones 
who readily accepted the task, and was to carry the vision forward that his grand
father had begun. Throughout the remainder of his life, Mr. Jones generously 
supported the church both financially and spiritually. For many years, he drove 
from his home in Winston Salem once each month to attend services at Whitaker's 
Chapel UMC. His generosity and involvement with the church will be brought forth 
later in this history. This period in the history of the church with all of its joy over 
the completion of the new church was not without its moments of sadness and 



mourning. On May 2, 1921, Mrs. Maude Pell Jones, the wife of Mr. Claude E. Jones 
died from the complications of childbirth. The death of this woman was a tragic 
loss. Her grave in the adjacent Webster's Cemetery is shown in the picture 
accompanying this text. This photograph also contains the only known partial 
picture of the first, wooden church built by Mr. Whitaker and the men of the 
community. 

It is interesting to note that in this period of time, the excavation of graves was not 
done, as today, by machinery, but rather was done by first the tolling of the church 
bell, at the sound of which men of the community would gather at the gravesite, 
shovels and picks in hand, and would then prepare the grave. This practice, in later 
years, gave way to modern methods. However, in its time, it provided a bringing 
together of the church community into one body. 

In 1926, while at a revival conducted by the Rev. J.W. Combs, flames were noticed 
near the chimney flue of the church. The service was dismissed, and the men began 
hauling water from a nearby well in an effort to extinguish the flames. In the 
meantime, the women removed the furnishing from the church, and prayed that 
their church might be saved. The men were able to confine the damage to the roof 
and the chimney flue, and the remainder of the church was saved. The following 
morning, worship services were held at the Grassy Knob School located in a field 
near the church. Services continued to be held at the school until the repairs to the 
church were completed. 

The church continued in its ministry to the community during the decade of the 
1930's during which the country underwent the worst financial depression in its 
history. The emergence of the following decade saw two important events in the life 
of the church. The war that soon engulfed the world, required the services of many 
of the young men in the community who were drafted or enlisted in the armed 
forces. Miss Eva Fulk, along with Mrs. Holly Whitaker and others were 
instrumental in creating the largest Sunday School attendance for children that the 
church had ever experienced. Many of these children were neighborhood children 
whose only religious experience came from their attendance at the Whitaker's 
Chapel Sunday School conducted by these devoted women. 

The History of Whitaker's Chapel U.M.C. from 1950 to Present Day 

The first week of the new decade was one of great importance to the church. On 
January 7, 1950, electric service came to the church and the lights were turned on. 
The joy was short lived, for on May 28th of that year at about 9:30 in the evening a 
severe electrical storm struck the area. Lightning struck the church and completely 
destroyed it along with its contents. Among the treasured artifacts that were 
destroyed was the pump organ that had been donated to the church by Mr. Giles 
Whitaker. The following Saturday, church members, as well as people within the 
community, gathered to plan the rebuilding of the church. During this meeting, the 
people pledged their time, money, materials or whatever they could provide to 

\\ 

· 1 

~ 



insure that the church was rebuilt. For the following three and one half months, 
people committed to the rebuilding of the church worked diligently and gave 
generously. The Rev. R. E. Ward was the church pastor during this time, and he 
was instrumental in the rebuilding program. Mr. Claude E. Jones, an early trustee 
of the church, was one of the founding partners of the Fowler-Jones Construction 
Company in Winston Salem and was destined to be a major benefactor in the 
rebuilding of the church. Mr. Jones sent work crews from his company to do the 
actual construction of the new church. The reconstruction of the church was under 
the general supervision of Mr. Kenneth J. Denny who was both the designer of the 
church as well as the construction superintendent. On September 17th, 1950, the 
first service was conducted in the new, brick church. This was Rev. Ward's final 
service prior to his retirement. His sermon that Sunday was entitled "Upon This 
Rock I Will Build My Church", a fitting subject for the occasion. The dedication of 
the new brick church was conducted by District Superintendent C. Excell Rozelle in 
1952. 

With renewed spirits and a new church there came a new and vibrant interest in 
church affairs and a surge of rapid growth. In 1955, an educational wing with 
classrooms, rest rooms and a fellowship hall with kitchen facilities was added to the 
original structure. On September 28th of that year the dedication service for the 
new wing was conducted by District Superintendent Dr. Lee Tuttle. 

For many years, this church had filled the religious and social needs of its youth, 
adult families, and the community at large. It was at this church that the youth 
learned and developed life skills that enabled them to become "pillars" of the 
church. By necessity, some have gone to other communities and churches and have 
become leaders thereby sharing their knowledge and skills acquired while growing 
up in Whitaker's Chapel During the decade from the mid-f'Jfties to the mid-sixties 
the youth program (Methodist Youth Fellowship) was at its peak. There was also a 
large youth choir, composed of many of the youngsters in the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship. These were not a group of young people meeting to have fun but rather 
it was a group dedicated to worshipping God and helping others. Under the 
outstanding leadership of its adult leaders, the youth group had several fund raising 
projects to help the needy and other mission causes. Their most impressive 
achievement was the purchase and installation of the lighted cross in the church 
sanctuary, which was installed in 1963. 

The year 1963 was a memorable year because it was, in this period, that a group of 
women in the church organized the first United Methodist Women's Group, then 
known as the Women's Society of Christian Service. The charter members of this 
group will be listed elsewhere in this paper. During the years 1965 through 1968 
major renovations were made to the church. These included a divider in the 
Fellowship Hall, the plastering of the sanctuary and carpeting was installed 
throughout the church. By means of a generous gift from Kenneth and Margaret 
Denny, the pews were padded and upholstered, both the seats and the backs. The 
church was continuing its growth period and as always served as a focal point of the 



community. It was a place for celebrations, gatherings such as weddings, 
anniversary celebrations, family reunions, fellowship dinners and the like. There 
were also times of grief; however, the church body utilized these times as an 
opportunity to do God's work of serving others by preparing meals for grieving 
families, to love and care for them as we are all "family" here. 

In 1975, a major project that the United Methodist Women's Group had been 
working on for the past two years came to fruition. The Group was able to 
purchase a new steeple for the church which was placed on the church on May 2, 
1975; and has since served as a beacon for all who came within view. The Rev. 
Arthur Chamblee conducted the dedication service for the new steeple the first 
Sunday in November 1975. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Jack Danley a parsonage was built and completed 
in 1987; however, Rev. Danley and his family never resided in the new parsonage. 
Its completion coincided with the time for ministerial appointments at the annual 
conference, and Rev. Danley was reassigned. The Rev. Phil Park and his family 
became the first occupants of the parsonage in 1988. In 1989, a Hammond organ 
was donated to the church and handicapped ramps were built where appropriate 
throughout the church. 

Under the leadership of Rev. Arthur Livengood, the ground breaking for a new, 
much larger fellowship hall was conducted on July 25, 1993. On March 16, 1994, 
Whitaker's Chapel received an $18,000 construction grant from the Duke 
Endowment Fund. The addition of a front porch for the church and the new 
Fellowship Hall were completed and consecrated on May 1, 1994. Remarkably, in 
less than three years following the groundbreaking ceremony for the Fellowship 
Hall, the faithful stewards of the church, through the means of many fund raising 
events had liquidated the remaining mortgage on the new building. The mortgage 
burning and the dedication service was conducted by District Superintendent 
Franklin W. Grice on October 13, 1996. 

In 1994, the United Methodist Women's Group purchased the baptismal font and 
placed it in the church in memory of Betty Denny, Lula Flinchum, Ada Shelton and 
Holly Whitaker. On November 5, 1995, the baptismal font was dedicated to the 
memory of these four charter members. 

On April 10, 1994, a new Yamaha piano was donated to the church and was 
dedicated to Margie Denny for her years of faithful service to the church in the 
capacity of pianist, choir director, and Director of Music for the church. One third 
of the purchase price of the piano was paid for by the United Methodist Men's 
Group, and the remainder by an anonymous benefactor. 

Periodically, during the next three years discussions and research was conducted 
concerning the replacement of the then existing windows in the church sanctuary 
with ones of stained glass. After visiting several churches and talking with several 
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contractors, a decision was made and a contract for the windows was signed. 
Installation of the stained glass windows was completed in 2002. A plaque with the 
alphabetical listing of the names of the people to whom each window was dedicated 
"in memory of' or "in honor of' was installed on October 13, 2002. 

In 2004, a portion of the cemetery was reserved for the establishment of a "Memory 
Garden" for cremated remains. Since then a bench has been provided for the 
comfort and convenience of those who come to remember their loved ones. In the 
year 2008, the church has reached a milestone in its history, of its service to God, the 
community and each other. A few events leading to the Homecoming of 2008 are 
briefly noted below. 

• The year began with the adoption of a Safe Sanctuary Policy and Procedures 
Guide in March 2008 

• In April, Whitaker's Chapel UMC was recognized for 100 years of service 
and the banner was presented at the annual conference. 

• On July 27, 2008, a class on Sacred Harp-Shape Note Music was conducted. 
The program was well attended by both church members and people from 
the surrounding area. 

• The Vacation Bible School was an original program reenacting major events 
in the history of the church. It was held August 10-12, 2008. 

• On August 10th, the children and program leaders and participants walked 
from the church to the ancient oak tree once belonging to Mr. Giles 
Whitaker, for the devotional lesson, a short history of the founding of the 
church under the tree, the traditions of the times, and games from the early 
1900's such as a potato sack race. 

• On August 11th, the children learned about the fiery furnace episode with 
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego. Then they were instructed about the 
fires at the church in 1926 and 1950. The children participated in a bucket 
brigade to put out the fire, and the activities culminated with the arrival of a 
local fire department truck. 

• On August 12th, the children were instructed about the nine gifts of the 
Spirit in the Bible, and how they can be applied in our daily lives. The 
children enjoyed the celebration party commemorating the one hundred 
years of service by the church, and prayed for God's blessings upon the 
church for the next one hundred years. 

• On September 28th, a program entitled "Voices from the Past" will be 
presented as a reenactment of an interview with a circuit riding Methodist 
minister of 1858. Documentation for the program was taken from the 
diaries of Rev. Marquis Lafayette Wood, held by the Archives Library of 
Duke University. 

• October 12, 2008 will be celebrated as the Homecoming for 2008. Former 
pastors and members have been cordially invited to attend. 

During the first 100 years of the rich heritage of Whitaker's Chapel United 
Methodist Church, we can see the unfailing commitment, tireless efforts and 
prevailing faith of its leaders and members. This rural church stands today as a 



tribute to the dedication and loving service of our first members. We, the members 
today, commit ourselves to the continued service to God and the community. We 
envision a bright future for Whitaker's Chapel. With God's blessings, faithful and 
committed leaders, and a praying congregation that has "a mind to work," the 
mission of the church; to heal, restore, reconcile and extend God's saving grace will 
be realized. 

Typical worship service beneath a brush arbor 
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8A-:-SUNDAY. APRIL ~, 1953 WINSTON-SALEM JOU~NAL AND SENTINEL 

The --Farm Fr.011t 
By Martin Howafd · 

Jmnal and · se•lnel . Farm :Editor 

Malignant disease was oy 
no means the only rural hard-' 
.s)1ip. To .rest a livelihoqd .from 
the land called for long hours of · 

· hard physical labor. · Clearing 
land-a mere breezy chore for 

How good were the "good old days"? · • . · the modern bulldozer-meant in 
It was late August, 1862. . ·. ... . . . .·. . the old days long weeks and 
The white-sided ' knob atop Pilot · Mow1tam. shimmered m months of ai·duotis labor with · 

the brassy heat. Farmsteads scattered. a101~g the valleys and axe and saw and grubbing hoe. 
slopes still felt the blast of Su~er. Spme s~dmess was. abro_ad TilUng th~ 1;:1nd was siniila.rly 
in these foothills, and the gravity of. a nation _ locked m grim_ hard on man and beast alike. 
internal war oppressed all homes. . · . ,, . · . . . That \vay of .life did not 

In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Bryson Fulk; whose farm involve man's labor alone. 
lay almost in the shadow of towering Pilot, 11-year-old Joseph Convincing evidence was no 
was ailing. A throat inflammation. Daug~ter Frances, aged 9, doubt to ·be found .. on most 
also appeared listless. The several other children, however, were fav.r;1s of thetruth of ~h~ old 
normally cheerful ~11d full ~f fun. · " · saymg, "A man's work is from 

The parents :vere a_nx101:1s. They kneVI:' about the dread l ~un . to sun, but Vl:'oman's work ., .. 
diphtheria. They, hke their neighbors, knew it was a dan~ero~s, 1s never dorte." Kitchen drudg- ·• 
often fatal, disease. But nobody knew much about treatmg it. ery, washing drudgery, the ''"· 
A tea-gargle brewed from red oak bark and alum was the com- . long hours of ~edious work \vith •. . disease is conquered . .• 
mon remedy. needle and thimble and thread . ·- . 

By Aug. 23, Joseph was in a high fever, and found breath- to clothe the family-these and many at.her tasks kept the aver-
ing difficult. Ne..xt day he died~ . . · age housewife busy the year through. 

By this time, Frances was complammg of a headache. ~he And the roads: "These clay hills Used to be really some- . 
had a slight fever, and despite the hot summer was subJect thing to get into and out of in wet weather," Mr. Denny re-
to chills. Frances died on Aug. 29. marked last week. · : · . 

Within a week, Lee, a toddler just a little more t~an three Long and bone-jolting labor to clear land, long hours of con-
years old, was stricken. He succumbed to th~ dread disease on stant worli with mule and plow and hoe and rake to till it-
Sept. 8. . .. . and what about the yields of crops the land returned? . 

Before that funeral was held, six-year-old Mehssa·_Ann was · A few samples: . · ·· 
ailing-the same symptoms, the same malady. She died three Tobacco-maybe 500 pounds to the <1cre. 
days later. . . . . Corn-10 to 25 bushels. 

David, the youngest of the family, not qmte two, was Wheat-a few bushels . 
stricken. He died on S~pt. 13. . . , Besides .his labor, besides his daily perplexities, besides his 

Thus a feared pest.1lence, before which the early medi~al methods of traveling to and fro across the land, Man has yet 
science of that day was itself helpless, almost destroyed a family another fador in his life: His attitudes, $aped by his environ.-
within the space of t~ee weeks. . ment and the buffeting. by all his problems. 

Almost, but not qUite: Mrs. Mose McKmney, an e!der <laugh- Perhaps it is in this later sphere that older memories, reach-
ter of the Fulks, was to undergo the sad o_rdeal l~ her .°Vl:'n back into the: past with nostalgic fondness, focus wistfully upon ' 
family a decade or more later, when four children died witlun the slow pace for former years. Those olden days seem now 
a two-weeks period . . . . . . leisurely and therefore good. 

'.£'.he ~ave sto?es of the ;F'ulk children may b.e s~n today, They were good. Life is good, or 110 species would have 
standmg m what is now Whitakers Chapel Ceme.ery m Surry survived. All days are good. But were the "good old days" 

better than our present ones? 
Disease and sickness have been by no means conquered, 

but most of the plagues have been brough under control-many I virtually exterminated. Yellow fever, scarlet fever, typhoid, 
I diphtheria, smallpox-these and other contagions have been con

quered. 
The work of farming remains a man-size job, but machinery 

and electricity have lightened the load to a phenomenal ex
tent, and have shortened the man-hours required to a tenth and 
even less. 

By no means rill .rural ho.mes .have m~ern convenienc.es, but 
light and water and mechanical msta_l1at10ns have come lf'.tO so 
many millions . of them that the picture has been radically 
changed. · j 

Rural road systems have been developed, . 
Modern farming know-how has boosted crop yields tre- 1 

mendously. · 
, Rural attitudes have changed. 
· And perhaps this is most significant. of all: lVIan's outlook/ 

• • .five graves of Fulk children. • · on life quickens wit~ new interest. Great c~1anges have ~een 
County. A few miles distant, in a private burial plot, are the ; made, and he kno~s it. Greater changes are m store for him- \ 
graves of the McKinney children. . 1 he sees that promise. . . . . 

James McKinney, one of the survivors of that late!' epidemic. I . M5Jre 3;Ild more, he puts his shoulder .to the w1!;eI along
and J. W. Denny, a nephew of Bryson Fulk, can relate today the I side h~s ne1ghbor-;to brmg forth more qmckly the good new I 
difficulties and grim ordeals of and brighter .days. _ . _ _J 
life before the turn of the cen-
tury. And what their parents 
told them about the hardships 
of still earlier years pieces out 
the pattern. · ' · 

The "good old days" were 
not very good for children it ap
pears. 



CJ{.ft~q{9tl.'E9d<WFiRS 
'W09tl.'Ef!V S SOCI<.E'l!Y OP CJ{<JJJS'I.1.Jl!N S!E<J{.'Cll~ 

NO'W '.K:J(O'W.N }fS 

VNJqtE<J) 9tl.'E/J!Jl()(J)IS'I'WO!M.<.E!N 

!M.rs. Jess <Branc6 
!M.rs. Cfay <Denny 
!M.rs. Curtis <Denny 
!Mrs. J. w. <Denny Jr. 
!M.rs. 'WilliS <Denny 
!Mrs. Lula 'Flinc&m 
!M.rs. ~ <Flinc&m 
!M.rs. Spencer'Flinc&m 
!M.rs. Jac(1I'ill 
!M.rs. <Bo6 Jewett 

!M.rs. }livis £a'Ulson 
!M.rs. Cfay !M.anning 
!M.rs. <£66ie <Pliillips 
!M.rs. JI.Win 'bit! Sr. 
!M.rs. Cliarlie Sliefton 
!M.rs. qeneraf Sliefton 
!M.rs. 'l'etf Sliefton 
!M.rs. 1£owartf 'l'uc(er 
!M.rs.fiil~ 
!M.rs. Oscar 'Wliita{er 



SVg.ft})}f <Y SCJ{OO£ 

Sutufay Sclioo{ is ant! always lias 6een an integnU part cif our lieritage cif worsliip. 
It is tlie time tfuring tlie fomuztiue years cif our clii/ilmi tliat tliey atB faflfJRt tlie 6asics 
cif trtigious 6e6eft fJpon tliis &uic acquitr4 f.Jwwfetfae ouryout6 ptirticipate ant! 6uiJif 
upon tlieir fait6. !Not ant, is S"""4y Sclioo{ fortlie cliiJifmi cif tlie c&utdi 6ut it is a6o 
a time for tlie a4ufts to come toaet!ier to sea«# tlie Scriptutrs for new ll1Uf deeper 
meanings as m¥llfetf 6y tlie dWine spirit witliin. 'For we all tra6z:e tlie meaning cif tlie 
Scriptutrs is mufe4 to us as we liaw tfewfopelf antf grown in our Cliristian faitli. 
Just as fVitli tlie twefve apostfes, Jesus mJeafJ:Jtanseff antf tlie ijnetfom pfan •mt 6y 
6it 11 as tliey wetB aipa6fe cif 1l1UferstatuJin so it is wit6 tlie Won! 

S"""4y Sclioo{ is not ant, an on-going process cif acquiring antf s/i4rina <Bi66cal 
iJwwfetfae 6ut a6o a time cif ftl/Owsfiip antf socia! ~es. 'ForfllllnJ it is tlie most 

w/Ua6fe time tliey liaw for tlie tnulitimrJ worsliip service. In tlie earf.y years worsliip 
service was~ as •tfie prradiinJJ service. 11 ClganJiess cif tlie temiinofDay tlie two 
S"""4y Sclioo{ atuf worsfiip 1JO togetlier to fa{filI ourindiW/iuz( neetfs cif feaming a6out 
<;<Hf,, ~ antl set'flin/J Kan. 

COPR. 6 PRfNTED BY PROV. LITHO. CO •• U. 5 . A. 

DAVID AND THE SLEEPING KIN.!; 
Memory Terse: As ye '~ould that men should do to you. do ye 

also to t hem likewise. Luke 6 :31. 

'l''JPica{ S"""4y Sclioo{ .ft.ttentfance Can! ca. 1935 



Lilla Jones <Denny 



Eva Fulk, Teacher 

ls:t: Row: 
Lucy Shelton {Whitaker) , Lillian Gillispie (Phillips) , 
Troy Phillips, Jeanette Gillispie (Phillip-s) 

2nd Row: 
Edith Denny, Ethelyne Beasley, Pansy Adams, James 

-Phillips, William Gilli::spie, Calvin Owens 

3rd Row: 
(Unknown) , Melvin Chilton, Ebbie Pnil.l.ips 



-

'• "':'._ :;J~j .. 
1st Row:: - .. . ,1:€ 

Bt~S:P~r, ;Betq CQJ{., SPo~~e:r !l:inchum, Glennie_ Be~sle¥ff/_;'._:_:~~~,:_,_._. __ · 
2nd .Row:. - · · 
Sh~i;Jey -"F.li.nchum, E1i.zapet11. ·cp~, J.. ~- cox, Rex Fli.nchum., *1~· .G ;hr 
Be~~ieY. · ,, .r 

--~~~~~~ 

3rd .RO.W . 
. Lois. -Cto~, JJ;elen.. oe~y , Lo.la -De~y, Connie Denny·,: _(µ.o:Uling' ;:a: 

7 µ1lJ,:~- A9~r? (ho1d1J1g- .:Ba;py;;;... Ad~s ,- Doris Adams, :Eioise ~:-.I>M 
:e.sst~: Ph,ilUp.s, Virgin.ia Flil'i¢l1:µm, Mary Lou -Hill 

:-:: 

DeIUJX, B.er~- ·.Fljµc::hum, Buel A(}'alnS., 
Dodson. 

·r,~~ ~~\L" ' 
. ;; ,.,~ ~:~--"~;.:!-: 



Holly Whitaker, Teacher 

Billy Whitaker, in cut off portion - 2 pictures snapped 

Children: Mildred Denny, Betty Chilton, Paul Phillips, 
Jinunie Chilton, J. G. Beasley, Junior Denny, · Rex Flinchum & 
3 unknown 



L to R 

Eva Fulk holding baby Adams, (baby daughter of Buel Adams) 

Elizabeth Cox, (daughter of Lois & Ernest Cox) holding 
Joe Denny (son. of Connie & Lo-la Denny) 

Uncle Frank & Aunt Cora Dodson 
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WHITAKERS CHAPEL CHURCH 

CONSECRATION OF FELLOWSHIP HALL 

PRELUDE 

HYMN 

Minister: 
Response: 

Minister: 

Response: 

Minister: 

Response: 

Anthem 

Minister: 
Response 

Minister: 

Page 545 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
ENTER INTO HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVING, 
AND INTO HIS COURTS WITH PRAISE. 
0 come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
FOR HE IS OUR GOD, AND WE ARE THE PEOPLE 
OF HIS PASTURE, AND THE SHEEP OF HIS HAND. 
Let us pray. 0 God, eternal and ever 
blessed, who delightest in the assemblying 
of thy people: Hear our prayer for this 
house, which we would devote henceforth 
to the honor of thy name. Grant, we 
beeseech thee, that peace and prosperity 
may be found within these walls, that 
thy glory may be the light thereof, and 
that we, and all who come within it, 
may be satisfied with the goodness of 
thy house; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. AMEN. 
BLESSED BE THY NAME, 0 LORD, THAT THOU 
HAST GIVEN TO THY SERVANTS A HOLY WILL 
AND SACRED DESIRE, TO ERECT AND 
SANCTIFY TO THINE OWN WORSHIP THIS 
BUILDING, WHICH WE NOW OPEN FOR THINE 
HONOR AND GLORY. GRANT THAT WE, AND ALL 
WHO COME WITHIN THESE PORTALS, SHALL 
EVER MAKE RIGHT USE OF IT, AND THAT THE 
SPLENDOR OF THY PRESENCE SHALL BE 
MANIFEST THEREIN, AND THE HEARTS GF THY 
PEOPLE BE EVER BLESSED: THROUGH JESUS 
CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN. 

Choir 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD HAS RISEN \ 

UPON YOU. . 
For behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, 

Kesponse: 
Minister: 
Response: 
Minister: 
Response: 

Minister: 

Response: 

Minister: 
. Response: 
Minister: 

Response: 

Minister: 
Response: 
Minister: 

Response: 

Minister: 

Response: 
Minister: 
Res:eonse: 
Minister: 

Response: 

Minister: 

'l'HlCK DARKNESS THE PEOPLES; 
the Lord will arise upon you, 
HIS GLORY WILL BE SEEN UPON YOU. 

And nations shall come to your light, 
AND KINGS TO THE BRIGHTNESS OF YOUR 
RISING. 
The abundance of the sea shall be 
turned to you, 
THE WEALTH OF THE NATIONS SHALL COME 
TO YOU. 
Your gates shall be open continually, 
DAY AND NIGHT THEY SHALL NOT BE SHUT . 
Violence shall no more be heard in 
your land, 
DEVASTATION OR DESTRUCTION WITHIN 
YOUR BORDERS. 
You shall call your walls Salvation, 
AND YOUR GATES PRAISE. 
The sun shall be no more your light 
by day, 
NOR FOR BRIGHTNESS SHALL THE MOON 
GIVE LIGHT TO YOU BY NIGHT; 
But the Lord will be your everlasting 
light, 
AND YOUR GOD WILL BE YOUR GLORY. 
Your sun shall no more go down, 
NOR YOUR MOON WITHDRAW ITSELF; 
For the Lord will be your everlasting 
light' 
AND YOUR DAYS OF MOURNING SHALL BE 
ENDED. 

Let us unite in this historic 
confession of the Christian faith: 

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF 
HEAVEN AND EARTH; 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON, OUR LORD: 
WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, BORN OF 
THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILOT, 
WAS CRUCIFIED, DFJl.D AND BURIED: THE THIRD DAY 
HE ROSE FROM THE. DEAD; HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN 
AND SITTETH AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER 
ALMIGHTY; FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE THE 
QUICK AND THE DEAD. 

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE HOLY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS, THE RESURRECTION OF'THE 
BODY, AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN 

' 



HOMECOMING! 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

October 13, 2002 Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church 

Gathering 

And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God. 
Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 

'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, 
but believes that what he says will come to pass, 

it will be done for him." 
Mark 11:22-23 

The Light of Christ Enters Our Midst 
Greeting, Announcements, and Mission Minute Beulah Perkins 

* Call to Worship: "Majesty, Worship His Majesty" (176) Choir and Congregation 
* Call to Worship: 

Leader: Praise the Lord! 0 give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 

People: Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord, 
or declare all his praise? 

Leader: Happy are those who observe justice, 
who do righteousness at all times. 

People: Remember me, 0 Lord, when you show favor to your people; 
help me when you deliver them; 

Leader: that I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones, 
that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation, 

All: that I may glory in your heritage. Amen. 

* Hymn: "0 For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" (57) 

Youth Message 
DEDICATION OF WINDOWS 

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a day of rejoicing. 
We have come together to consecrate these windows in this building 

of Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church. 
Let us open our hearts and minds to receive God's Word with faith. 
May our blessed C('jffifilunion, 

born of one baptism and nurtured at one table of the Lord, 
become one temple of the Holy Spirit as we gather in love. 

Pastor 

PRESENTATION OF THE WINDOWS Lay Leader and Trustees of the Church 
We present these windows to be consecrated in this building 

for the worship of God and the inspiration of all people. 

CONSECRATION OF THE WINDOWS 
Dear friends, rejoice that God so moved the hearts of people 

so that these windows have been placed in this house 
that has been built for praise and prayer. 

Let us now consecrate the windows and celebrate their part in telling 
the stories in the life and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Prayer 
O eternal God, mighty in power and of incomprehensible majesty, 

whom the heavens cannot contain, 
whose light shines through these windows 
proclaiming the message of love your Son has for each of us, 

you have promised your special presence 
whenever two or three are gathered in your name. 

By the power of your Holy Spirit consecrate these windows 
in your house of worship. 

Pastor 

Response: Donors of the windows 
Bless us and sanctify what we do here, as these windows are given 

to your glory, Heavenly Father, in memory of loved ones, 
and in honor of loved ones who love and serve you. 

Response: Congregation 
Save us from that failure of vision 

which would confine our worship within these walls, 
but send us out from here to be your servants in the world, 

sharing the blessings of Christ with the world he came to redeem. 

Now, O God, sanctify this place, and the new windows, Pastor 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

Yours, Lord, is the dominion, and you are exalted as head above all. 

Special music: "Bless This House, 0 Lord We Pray" 

P~ayer Concerns of the Church and Community, Morning Prayer 

Collection of our Tithes and Offerings, Offertory 
* Doxology, Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Choir 

Special Music: "Resurrection Medley:" Choir 
"Hallelujah! We Shall Rise," "When the Roll is Called Up Yonder," 
"In The Sweet By and By" 
"I'm One Day Nearer Home" Quartet 

Scripture: Genesis 1:1-3; 14-18; Matthew 3:13-17; 5:13-16 

Sermon: "Tell Me the The Stories of Jesus" Betty Boyd 



WHITAKER'S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Route 1, Pilot ~ountain, North Carolina 
Sunday, September 15, 1974, 9:45 A. M. 

Margie Denny 
Arthur L. Chamblee, Jr. 

Let the people bow in silent prayer and 
meditation upon entering the Sanctuary. 

THE FRELUDE 
THE IlJVOCATION 

Pianist 
Minister 

it-HYl'JN OF PRAISE NO. 72: "This Is My Father 1 s World" 
?t-THE APOSTLES 1 CREED No. 512 
-It-THE RESPONSIVE READING NO. 604, First Reading 
?~THE GLORIA PA TRI 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Exodus 4:1-5 
TEE PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
CHURCH AND COM?-'~UNITY IlJTERESTS 
PRESENTATION OF GOD'S TITHES AND OUR GIFTS 

THE OFFERTORY 
it-THE DOXOLOGY 

SERMON STORY 11 BONES" 
*HY:rtiN OF PREPARATION NO. 70: "The Lord ts My Shepherd" 

THE SERMON 11 Grab The Snake By The Tale" 
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

-It-HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 337: 

?!'fHE BENEDICTION 
-!~THE POSTLUDE 

"Saviour Like A Shepherd Lead Us" 

?~The congregation will please stand. 

BEGIN THE DAY WITH GOD 

Every morning lean thine arms awhile 
Upon the window-sill of heaven 
And gaze upon thy Lord. 
Then, with the vision in thy heart, 
Turn strong to meet thy day, 

--Author unknown. 

' !'. ,._·· 

ANNOUNCEMENl'S 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
9:45 Morning Worship Service 

10:45 Church School. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

7:30 The United Methodist Women will meet in ·the 
Fellowship Hall. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13-Sunday School and Church Picn·ic 
will be at Cumberland Knob Park. Make ,plans .to 
atteni, 

WORLD CO~:MUNION SERVICE will be observed Sund~y, 
October 6. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE will be held on Tuesday,, October 22 
7:30, at Pilot Mountain. 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES: September 29, 9:45 a. m. 
October 6, 9:45 a. m, 

17, 9:45 a. m. 

PRAYER MEETINGS: October 3, 8:00 p. m. 
17, 8:00 p. m. 

A WORKSI«P AT ROCKFORD STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
in Mt. Airy. There will be classes for church mem
bers and those who hold office in the local church .• 
A class in UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DOCTRINE .AND 
POLITY. Another class in CHURCH OFFICIALS AND THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES. The instructorD are the Rev .• ·Georgi 
Thompson and the Rev. John Jordan. Today-Wed. 7=:30 p. 

Please see Mrs, frances Flinchum for your subscriptic 
to'' TODAY. UNITED METHODISTS TODAY is the official 
general perioClical of The United ?'!ethodist Church .. 
Subscription price is $6.00 per year. 

MEN ONLY!! Let's eat breakfast together. We could cool 
some eggs, bacon, toast, coffee and have a ·time of 
fellowship and talk about our church, its needs and 
joy. Could we do it? Talk about it! 



Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church 

Sunday Nov. 1J, 1977 Eleven O'Clock 
Bill Baldwin, Pastor 

Margie Denny Pianist/Choir Director 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Prelude 
Invocation 

Hymn of Praise "Saviour like a Shepherd lead 
us'' # JJ7 

Informal Moments 
Moments of Praise and Testimony 
Silent Prayer 
Morning Prayer 
Presentation of God's Tithes 

The Offertory 

* The Doxology 

By Choir Anthem 

Special Music Whitaker's Singing Group 
Pastor Bill Scripture and Sermon 

Altar Call for ALL Prayer 
Hymn "Softly and Tenderly" # 239 

* Benediction 

* Postlude 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
We welcome all of our visitors with us today. 
Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit of God will 
bless you. 

Today Nov. lJ, 1977 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship and Praise Service 

Sunday Nov. 20, 1977 
10:00 Sunday School 

· 11:00 Worship and Praise Service 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
TOP ATTENDANCE/L t S d Wh·t k , h d as un ay 1 a er s a a 
total of 60 for Sunday School and more than 
that for worship service. Lets praise the 
Lord for this blessing of people. Keep labor
ing for the Lord. OUR NEW GOAL FOR SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WILL NOW BE 70. 

CHOIR/This past week the choir had around 15 
to attend choir practice. We thank you for 
this interest in the choir .... CONTINUE TO DO 
THIS EVERY WEEK. 

The choir is still lacking people in the men's 
section. That means we need any MAN in our 
congregation that wants to do something for 
the Lord. After service I would like for 4 
men to say, "Here I am Lord, send me." WILL 
YOU BE WILLING TO GIVE SO LITTLE TIME FOR THE 
LORD. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
GOD CARES FOR YOU 

God cares for you very much. He really loves 
You. Some of you reading this right now are 
probably saying to yourself, "You are silly 
talking about God this way." Well, I might 
be silly, but that does not stop the love of 
God. Some may say,"I will get right with God 
some other day when I am ready." That day 
~5 1 ~ ~s~sr come; today is t~e day for Christ. 



ulied J,\~ong the. 
aurel 'and the Ivy 

eloved Woman.Passes 
~ the Great Beyond 

re. Claude E. Jones, Beautiful Chris
tian Character, Dies at Her Home 
in . Liberty-~emains Interred at 
Whittakers, Near Pilot .Mountain, 
Wednesday. -

' 
Oile of the ' saddest funerals the 
iter ever attended was at a little· 
untry. church, three miles west of 

s: i!ot Mountain, known as Whittaker's 
Methodist church, Wednesday, May 

h, just after the noon hour. · 
Friends for miles around had · gath

.:ed to pay their last sad respects to 

Gravesite of Mrs. Claude E. Jones 

. It was 12:30 o'clock when the ser- When lie referred to little Dwigh~ 
·vices began and at thjs time the and Glenn Jones and the infant, Mar 
church was fµll to overflowing. Scores tha Maude, of only 10 days, who wit 
of beautiful floral designs accompa- the fathe.r were so sorely bereft 
nied the remains but as many more there was not a dry eye in the house 
came from the hills, brought by strong men and . sympathetic wome 
friends of the families and they w~ broke down and cried and the whol 
just as. pretty and we thought far .. house- was under an eiv.otional spell. · 
more significant because they were ; After. Mr. Combs closed, he- ask 

' wild natu~·e's own offering~ Unlike 
1 
if there was any one in the house wh 

~ the bea~tiful hot house flowers they I wanted to say a word; Mr. Herbe 
I grew out in God's _gr~at open, protect- Smitb, a loyal friend to the family 

I. ed only by the lulls1des; strong and arose and between sobs and tears 
. sturdy like the good people of theii: paid · a }?eautiful tribute to the go 
seetion. The old man, the young girl, woman who lay cold in death qefo , 
the age~' WOffian, tl~e nlUiaen; with thP- 'tn~ ltUU..!.::;uc..,.. • , - ,. - • 

blµsh of: health uppn her cheeks, a!l ,!drs. Dr. Fhp;m, of Pilot . Mo 
came 2.nd lafd their pretty wreathE ~m, made a very prett_y ta~k, bu 
of flowers upon the pulpit stand and like the others finished with difficul 
on benches, until all the available She had .known t~e deceased for ye_a _ 
room around the pulpit w~ covered and. a~so found m her a beautif 
with sweet scented 'ttowel"S'. Chnstian, character. 

· ·· - - -- · · - The c;:i.s~et was then opened a 

the memory of the late Mrs. Claude 
J one:s, who had lived in that sec

. u..r.li.cu,_ ,,__ai:r~ ...J.....kL. • • I , 

her death was residing in Libertv. 
_The- remains were accompanied by w~ 

ber of people from Liberty, Mr. 

The minister of the de-~ the friends a.nd family looked up() 

I 
ceased, Re.v._ J. W. , Cli>mbs, accompa the remains. It was a heartbreak~· 
nied the remains :froni Liberty and scene as the. family gathered aro -
preached the funeraf. He had known to look for the last time upon ti). 

1 Mrs Jones for several .: . , ,.,:s· and ~o~nd form of their. loved one in .· 
· 1 in her a beautiful tn . ,~. of Christian world . 
. cliar~tcer. l• v. Mr. c,:.;._bs read. from i Th . · . 
! the 90th P&~.m, "I ail 'the Resurrec- e se.i;vices were con~Iud~ at.~· 
' tion and the " ife," etc., and from the 1 grav:e, ~smg the Method1~t ntuahst)( 

E. Jones, the father and three 
ildren; Mr\ and Mrs. Frank ·Peel, 

()f Ramseur, Route. 1; Mr. and Mri 
urant Pell, of Ramseur; Mr. and· 

s. W. L. Stamey, of High Point; . 
. Blaine Forkner, of Roanoke~ 

Va., Mrs. J. T. Herrin, of Camp 
Eustis, Va.; Dewey A. He.rrin;-

· ss Sonia Forkner and Miss An
Denny, of Winston; Miss Elmer 

.l< 'ork:ner~ of Richmond, Va.; Mr. and 
Mrs Jones,of Pilot Mountain; Miss 

amie Jones, of: Mt. Airy, and sev-
1 others whose names we cannot 

:recall. . 
The funeral party was met at the 
ation at Pilot Mountain by a large 

ber 'of friends and members of 
~ue family of the deceased. Here the 
journey was taken up to the little 

hite country church, where the re
ains 'fere interred. 

15th Chapt(r of Corinthians--the service. The floral offenngs coveretl 
great resurrectfon sermon as he liked the grave co~pletelyand left many k 

; to call it. He paid a beautiful tribu ~:;e alongside _the ~rave, so man) 
' to the deceased saying like Mary e · these testimomals of esteen: 

f 

she was a conse'crated Christian._ al sent, . 
ways ab.out ~er Master's business and The dece~sed was born Octobe~ ~ 
always seekmg more of the .- Great ~~93, and d1~d May 2, 1921. She JOIIli 

. Truth. A 'portion of the 14th cha eu the Baptist chui·ch at the age o1 
' te.r of -s ·t. Mark was also read in con 14 an~ was married to Mr. C. E 
nection with the funeral. The preach Jones m 1910, after which she .ioirtef. 
er asked the congregation to bear wit the chn~ch of _her husband's faith, th• 
him as he tried to tell of the life and Methodist Episcopal. Three chil~ 1 
death o~ the deceased, whose loss h I and husband surv~ve, besides- fathe. 
felt as keenly as the family. At times onebrother and sister, two half sis 
he would break down and could go ters &.nd one half brother, besides nu 
no further for a short period, his em merous relti.ti::es .to mourn their ].qs.i 
tions overwhelming him. "She ha -
d0n'i.' what she could," touchingly d 
cla.red thespeaker, "and I am sure sh 
i3 in glory today." · 



~6ert <Bodford 
Nora Cromer <Brandi. 
o/erta Cofeman 
~6ert Covinaton 
~6y Cwinaton 
P.rnest Co~ 
Lois <.Bryant Co~ 
<Betry <Denny 
Cfay <Denny 
Curtis <Denny 
fiordon <Denny 
Lunda <Denny 
Li({a J. <Denny 
'l(p.netli. <Denny 
~adiJe <Denny 
~argaret <Denny 
Cl'li.il <Denny 
'Wilfis <Denny 
Carl <B. <Dodson 
~azie <Dodson 
)f.ffen J. Plincli.um 
Lena ~ Plincli.um 
Lufa <D. Plincli.um 
Sayde Plincli.um 
~ W. (Jae~ Jli!I 
Cl'aul Jlo{(antf 
fl'reva Jlo{(antf 
<Don ~organ 
)f.da Sli.efton 
Cli.arfes Sli.efton 

OV<J{ ©PlP)I~(}) 

'£PS<r'WE PO<R.{jP/J! 
1950 to cp,.esent 

<Daisy Sli.elton 
qeneral Sli.elton 
qeraUf 'Warde 
<Pfiy{(is 'Warde 
qilmer 'Wli.ita~ 
~ary Jlo/Iy 'Wli.ita{er 
Lucy S. 'Wli.ita~ 
Oscar q. 'Wli.ita{er 
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I
. Janie Reid, who has longest been a member of Whitaker Chapel, breaks ground for the new fellowship 
hall. (Staff Photo - Palmer) 

Whitaker Chapel 
Breaks New Ground 

Members of Whitaker Chapel 
Methodist Church gathered on a 
small plot ofland behind the church 
late last Sunday afternoon to break 
ground for a fellowship hall. 

As approximately 60 members 
looked on, the church's pastor Rev
erend Arlhur Livengood, officiated 
over a brief ceremony, assisted by 
United Melhodist Church North
east District Superintendent Dr. · 
Floyd Berrier. 

After the ceremony, the person 
who had longest been a member of 
this church. Janie Reid, was given 
the honor of breaking the ground 
with the first shovel of dirt. She was 
followed and assisted in digging by 
the church' s youngest member, 
Malorie Belcher, and later by a num-

ber of church officials. 
"We'reexcited,"confirmedRev. 

Livengood. "We began making , 
plans for the building in December 
of last year. We're pleased with 
how quickly things have progressed. 
Drawings will be going to the build
ing inspector tomorrow and we hope 
to be gin construction shortly. We 're 
hoping to have it finished by Christ
mas." 

Church officials had wanted to 
raise half of the estimated $160,000 
needed to finance the project be
fore work began. According to the 
church finance committee, approxi
mately $100,000 has now ~~.n 
raised and earmarked for building. 

See CHAPEL. Page 2 

Chapel from Page 1 

Financing for the building has been 
garnered thanks to a fund drive 
among the membership and dona
tions from friends. 

Reverend Livengood explained 
that the new fell ow ship hall is much 
needed and will serve a variety of 
functions. 

'This will really be our multi
purpose building," he smiled. 



The Reverend Livengood (left) presents a check for $18,000 from the Duke Endowment to c~urch 
_ treasurer, Spencer Flinchum. (Photo provided) 

Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist 
Church Receives $18,000 Duke 
Endowment Grant For Construction 

PILOT MTN. - Whitaker's 
Chapel United Methodist Church 
has received a grant of $18,000 
from the Duke Endowment to as
sist with the construction of a fel
lowship hall. 

The ReverendArthur Livengood, 
church pastor, said, "It will provide 
a place for our families for recre
ation and church activities. It will be 
a focal point of the life of this con
gregation and, we hope, for others 
who need a central place to meet and 
serve." 

Completion of this project was 
due in large measure to the out
standing leadership of our pastor 
and our Building Committee, as 
well as the generous contributions 
of our congregation, friends, and 
the Duke Endowment Fund. 

The new hall contains 2,774 
square feet of space with seatin_g for 
165 people. Construction was com
pleted on February 18 of this year. 
The building was designed to adapt 
to recreational and meeting space 
and will replace the existing fel-

classrooms in the future. 
Architect for the $190,000 project 

is Fred William; of Lexington, NC. 
The Rev. Albert F. Fisher, director of 
the Endowment's Rural Church Di
vision said, "We congratulate 
Whitaker's Chapel United Method
ist Church for its vision, energy, and 
commitment. The Duke Endowment 
supports the church's efforts to ex
tend outreach and ministry, and we 
are confident that their new fellow
ship hall will help achieve the goal. 
The Endowment's trustees recog
nize the scope of the project and 
have indicated theirfullsup)X>rt, with 

the intention to provide further fund
ing." 

Founded in 1924 by North Caro
lina industrialist James Buchanan 
Duke, the Duke Endowment is one 
of the nation's largest private foun
dations. Its assets total over $1.4 
billion. The Endowment provides 
assistance to not-for-profit hospi
tal and child-care institutions in 
North and South Carolina; to rural 
United Methodist churches and 
retired ministers in North Caro
lina; and to Davidson College, 
Duke, Furman, and Johnson C. 
Smith Universities. 



'~ai.J a JoFuf !Noise Vnto the Lora' 

~usic is an important part of the worship service of any church. 

Conoreoationai singino provitfes everyone an opportunity to unite in 
praise to qotf. )fs Saint (]'au{ once saitf; "'To sing is to pray d0u6[y. 11 

'Well chosen choir num6ers arul other special music prOflitfe unity arul 
preparation for the sermon. 

'Whitai.§r's Cli.ape{ has 6een 6Cessed 6y li.a'Ving vo{unteer mem6ers of 
the church to Ceatf the music proeram, provide the choir voices arul the 
accompaniment. 

'l'h.ere were periods in our history when the church Ii.at£ no choir. (J)urino 
the fate 1950's. the church Ii.at£ a youth choir consistino of twenty~ 
mem6ers. 'The transition from the Jann to city emp!Oyment, deprived the 
small rura{ church of many younger mem6ers. 

'We are now 6Cessed with an all vo{unteer aau!t choir. Our practice he/A 
each 'Wednesday evening provitfes a mitf-wee{opportunity for feO:OWship, 
preparation of the music for the folluwi.no Sunday worship service, arul a 
time for prayer for the sic{arul other community needs. 

'Serve the Lora with qfatfness-Come (JJejore 1fis <Presence with Singino. " 



No~ 38. 
"He that bclicveth on me .hath everla~ting life. "-JOIIN, 6: 47; 

Fil~'Y J. CROSBY. llll'S. JOSEPH F. KN.APP. 

---..... ~· ·~· ,..___,~-~-·---'---~ i"1== '~.-gfi·~~ t ='! !.- tMr -~ 

·~~~·- · ~~~g='fjkB ·~ -...:..--•~ .. ~~ ii~ Al· ~ 
I; 1.-. ---glo - ry di - vine! Ileir of snl - >tt - tion, purchase of God, 

lml.'St on my sight. An - geh; de-scend-ing, bring from a - hov~ 
hap-py and blest. Wtttchiug aucl wait-ing, look-ing a - hove, 

l~::::t=c-=C=f~~=~=li;~:=:::-Lit-=ti~!:±::( _s::;;q:_~~-~-~=+=' r--!===t;-~?I -=1 
I '-"I . 

CHORUS. d 
IJW:=::;t:~~W=;=a==i~~~~l=t=l=~~~ . ;&~~--:;_ .....,_ . . ,_. ';l: 

~ I; ~ -- ~-· ~ 
Born of His Spir -it, wash'din His blood. This is my sto - ry, ;.: 
Ech - oes of mer - cy, whispers of love. <: 
Filled with His gooclness,lost in His love. ~ 

~ _._ ..._t ..A..• !" 

~-++-h-~ b"--'-,o: f___,-~~ ~: g l&f*¥ 
~ ~~--r-~~1@1-~ =c,,_.,.±± =- -;-Ar-;~~- .. '-;--..,,~ . 

~___,..=+:~~ ~. r·-:-.~~~:-~ 
this is my song, Praising my Sa1-iour all the clay long; This is my 

. ....-..... --- --- .......... ~. ... ~ 
....-....--~t·-r--~~~· f- +=="--+:=- •·•· ~~ m= ~~·~c-c~~m~=1 R¢z¥:J 

. ~-..l~~:U-;;-=1 ~ n :. :: _::~ •~ · :::Jj":fi~. J ~"' -~~_:n 
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'-' \, -4- ~--· 
sto- r:;, this is my song, Praising my Stl:1·-iour all the day long. 

,-.__ 
.,...__.-!"-. _._ ..,._ _,.._ _._. _._. . ' ~ ' -=-
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!l Tnr. 1: 12. 
JAJIES l\IcGR~AHAN. 

~~F=m~HB~~~-~$Ft:] . ---- ~E:i:a • I r <::)'· 

1. I know not why God's wondrous grace To me He hath made known, 
2. I know not how this sav - ing faith To me He did im- part, 
3. I know not how the Spir- it moves,Convinc -ing men of sin, 
4. I know not what of good or ill May be re-served for me, 
5. I . know not when my Lord may come,.A.t night or noon - day fair, 

I 0,,JJ _._. _._ --· ~ 
~-*F IF?lr- ciF F Ff IF f F er1p: I 

. ;;d -
~44dld:~ 

·. Nor why- uu-wor- thy-Christin love Re-deemed me for His own. 
Nor how be - liev-ing in His word Wroughtpeacewithinmyheart. 
Re - veal - ing J e - sus through the word, Cre-at - ing faith in Him. 
Of wea - ry ways or gold -en days, Be - fore His face I see. 

Nor if I'll walk the vale with Him,Or"meet Him in the air." 





Sometime in tlie first liaff of tlie nineteenth century, a focal cemetery was createtf to 
serve tlie nee4s of tlie surrouname community. 'Ifie (antf for tlie cemetery, 
approJ(fmate{y an acre in size, was tfonatetf 6y a mem6er of tlie 'We6ster family witli. tlie 
stipufation tliat as fang as space was aw:ifa6fe tlieR woulif 6e no monetary cliar9e for 
any pfot. Over time, it simp{y 6ecame {nown as tlie J"ree 6uryina 9rountf." )f. review of 
tlie cemetery survey contfuctetf 6y !M.r. ~6ert Carter aurinfJ tlie summer of 2001 antf tlie 
sprina of 2002, revea/S tlie oUfest inscribetf 9rawstone in tlie cemetery to 6e tliat of an 
infant aaugli.ter of <Bryson antf P.maline Stone <Fut{ wli.o aJel! on Septem6er 15, 1847. 

P.ar{y in tlie twentietli. century, a cli.urcli. was esta66slietf on property atf)llCent to tlie 
cemetery. It was tlien nametf tlie qrassy 'l(Jlo6 !M.etli.oaist P.piscopa{ Cli.urc~ Sout~ 
antf was fater renametf 'Wliita~ s Cliape{ Vnitetf !M.etli.oaist Cli.urcli. in li.onor of !M.r. 
qifes 'Wli.~ one of tlie joutufers of tlie cli.urcli.. '11iis cli.urcli. was to pfay an ever 
increasin/J rofe in tlie cam of tlie cemetery. Ora{ traaition te/JS us tliat in tlie early years 
of tlie cemetery, tlie men of tlie community woulif 9atlier once eacli. year to cfean tlie 
cemetery of unwantetf 9rowt~ antf it is fair to say tliat it auf not liaw tlie 9roometf 
appearance tliat it Ii.as toaay. · 

No original tfeetf conveyina tlie cemetery fot from tlie 'We6ster family Ii.as yet 6een 
aiscweretf, li.owewr tlie searcli. continues antf no tfou6t will 6e fauna at a fater <late. 
In tlie ensuin/J years Rifts of fantf 6ortferina tlie original cemetery liaw 6een matfe to tlie 
<Trustees of 'Wli.ita~r' s Cliape{ Vnitetf !M.etli.oaist Cli.urcli.. 'Ifie first sucli. Rift was matfe 
6y )f.nnitta <Flincli.um, Jfenry <Denny antf wife antf £utlier Jfo{(antf antf wife to tlie 
<Trustees of tlie qrassy 'l(Jlow !M.etli.oaist P.piscopa{ Cli.urc~ Sout~ fater'Wli.ita~s 
Cliape{ V .!M.. C for tlie esta66sli.ment of a cli.urcli. '11iis was joffowetf 6y (antf tfonatetf 
6y tlie lieirs of 'R.l~Smitli. in 1943, a tfonation 6y !M.rs. ©.J. (]Jenny, Curtis antfJfefen 
©enny in 1949. a tfonation 6y J. 'Willis ©enny in 1950, a (antf swap transaction too{ 
pface in 1957 6etween tlie cli.urcli. wli.icli. liatf inlieritetf a near6y fot antfNero <Bryant 
wli.ose (antf aa.Joinetf tlie cli.urcli. proper, antf in 1996 a tfonation of (antf 6ortferina tlie 
cemetery 6y !M.rs. Jfefen ©enny. )f.ll of tlie forename (antf transfers wem.matfe to tlie 
<Trustees of 'Wli.~'s Cliape{ Vnitetf !M.etli.oaist Cli.urcli.. 

• 



In tlie summeruf 20011 a sun;ey ef tlie Cemetery was 6qpm 6y ~r. f(96ett Carter am! 
otliers to m:ortf tlie iefrmnatUm di.splizyetf on eacli gnwe ~ 'l1iis sun;ey was 
compfetetf in tlie ¥inlJ ef 2002. .JI. recent SUt'fleJ ef sum iefrmnatUm was tlime in tlie 
fa/I ef 2008 to indiule interments nuufe in tlie intm1ening intmlaC f/Jotfi sutWyS are 
appetufetf to tfris paper. We 'Wis& to condiufe tfris sliort liistory ef tlie cemetery wit& a 
note ef gmtitiufe to tlie mem6ers uf ~s C/itlpe{'Vnitetf M.etlio4ist Cliurcli wlio 
wer tlie years 1iaw giwn so flltlC!i ef tlieir time am! talents to tlie onfet{y maintetuuu:e 
of tlie cemetery as well as super6 tntmnerin wliidi tlie appearance ef tlie gnnuufs are 
maintainet! 

----- - ----- -~---- -- -------.-·~ - - ~ - · - -- ---



..1. U.f;"" J. V.L V 

Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church 
Whitaker's Chapel Rd, Hwy 268, 2 mW of Pilot Mountain 
Surry County, NC 

survey of cemetery was begun in summer of 2001 and completed in Spring of 2002. The 

Married in parentheses 
Name 

Adams, Emily E (Fulk) 
Adams, George Wilson 
Adams, Lewis T 
Adkins, James M 
Adkins, Lurainy V 
Albury, Jason Christopher 
Allen, Ethel (Chilton) 
Allen Jr, Ira W 
Ayers, Russell G 
Baker, Charlie E 
Baker, Margie I 
Baker, Wanda Gail 
Beck, Alvin Willie 
Beck, Annie 
Beck, Claude Lee 
Beck, Esker 
Beck, Ethel 0 
Beck, Harvey Lee 
Beck, Infant Son 
Beck, John Washington 
Beck, John 
Beck, Maggie B 
Beck, Paul E 
Beck, Roy Lee 
Beck, Sandra (O'Neal) 
Bennett, Ada 
Bennett, Bular Mary 
Bennett, Coby 
Bennett, Dock 
Bobbitt, Lizzie 
Bobbitt, Royce 
Boyles, Emily (Fulk) 
Boyles, Henry Luther 
Boyles, James W 
Branch, Jessie Elmer 
Branch, Nora Lee (Cromer) 
Bryant, Annie Mae (Beck) 
Bryant, Arlyss F 
Bryant, Cindy (Easter) 
Bryant, Clayton Wayne 
Bryant, David F 
Bryant, John Wesley 
Bryant, Mary Edna 
Bryant, Omer Samuel 
Bryant, Ronnie Gray 
Bryant, Ruth E 
Bryant, Vena H 
Bryant, Wade William 
Bryant, William Odell 
Burge, Paul D 
Campbell, Charlie w 

DOB DOD 
Mo Day Yr Mo Day Yr Notes 

05 07 1874 
04 18 1895 
12 12 1862 
11 12 1798 
10 13 1796 
06 11 1983 
11 08 1921 
02 05 1941 
12 12 1951 
10 28 1928 
Private 

09 09 1896 
05 06 1905 
06 02 1919 
06 19 1880 
12 08 1878 
04 03 2000 

w/o Lewis T Adams 
s/o Lewis T Adams/Emily Fulk 
h/o Emily E. Fulk 
h/o Lurainy V. 
w/o James M. Adkins 

06 18 1944 w/o Ira W Allen Sr 
06 06 1962 s/o Ira Allen/Ethel Chilton 
06 28 1952 
05 19 1984 h/o Margie Baker;m.11-3-1948 

w/o Charlie Baker 
10 15 1960 10 22 1960 
08 17 1918 05 15 1998 
02 20 1873 11 13 1922 w/o John Beck 
07 03 1920 06 13 1996 
01 27 1897 02 11 1933 h/o Maggie B. Beck 
06 25 1906 10 15 1968 w/o John Washington Beck 
09 26 1933 12 03 1975 
04 01 1957 04 27 1957 Inf s/o Posie/Bertha G Beck 
05 22 1905 04 14 1984 h/o Ethel O. Beck 
06 22 1869 12 31 1958 h/o Annie Beck 
04 07 1899 07 24 1971 w/o Esker Beck 
09 07 1938 12 10 1958 s/o John W Beck/Ethel Beck 
private h/o Sandra O'Neal 
10 15 1963 07 18 1993 w/o Roy Lee Beck;m.8-25-1989 
05 18 1891 03 31 1927 w/o Dock Bennett 
01 15 1912 11 11 1913 d/o Dock & Ada Bennett 
10 05 1923 10 19 1923 s/o Dock & Ada Bennett 
02 11 1891 08 12 1933 h/o Ada Bennett 
06 01 1903 02 23 1936 w/o Royce Bobbitt 
02 02 1902 12 13 1966 h/o Lizzie Bobbitt 
04 20 1841 11 28 1887 w/o James Boyles 
07 14 1883 04 13 1885 s/o James Boyles/Emily Fulk 
06 03 1856 12 02 1927 h/o Emily Fulk 
06 22 1902 03 14 1978 h/o Nora Lee Cromer 
03 14 1931 02 24 1973 w/o Jessie Elmer Branch 
06 26 1932 08 28 1996 w/o Omer Samuel Bryant 
01 11 1931 08 13 1948 s/o Daniel F/Vena H Bryant 
private w/o Wade William Bryant 

1964 1934 
09 28 1898 01 01 1973 h/o Vena H. Bryant 
11 16 1867 04 15 1951 h/o Mary Edna Bryant 
03 15 1876 04 15 1932 w/o John Wesley Bryant 
private h/o Annie Mae Beck 
10 09 1956 10 28 1999 d/o Omer S. Bryant/Annie Beck 
private w/o Wade Odell Bryant 
05 31 1905 03 10 1992 w/o Daniel F. Bryant 
07 30 1943 10 23 1997 h/o Cindy Easter 
12 07 1926 10 26 1991 h/o Ruth E. Bryant 
11 14 1908 11 19 1908 s/o E. T. & J. D. Burge 
07 27 1874 04 29 1928 h/o Sarah E. Campbell 

http://www.genealogy.mountainscape.com/surrycousins/Churches _ & _ Cemeteries/Whitake... 5/22/2005 



Campbell, Infant Daug 
Campbell, Sarah E 
Casstevens, Ineze B 
Casstevens, John H 
Chandler, Charles L 
Chandler , Eliza 
Chandler, Eliza 
Chandler, Grover Lee 
Chandler, Infant Daug 
Chandler , James Robert 
Chandler , Jannie A 
Chandler, John Preston 
Chandler, Joseph G 
Chandler, Joseph W 
Chandler, Laura (Heath) 
Chandler, Martha Jane 
Chandler , Mary E 
Chandler , Mary Jane 
Chandler, Mary L 
Chandler , Sallie E 
Chandler, Wilson 
Chilton, Drue G 
Chilton, Ethel N 
Chilton, Infant Son 
Chilton, Infant Son 
Chilton, Mary (Denny) 
Coins, Della M 
Coins , Edward L 
Collins, Dennis Ray 
Covington, Robert James 
Covington, Ruby (Chilton) 
Cox, Betty (Hester) 
Cox, Carrie F 
Cox , Eliza 
Cox, Ernest 
Cox, Ida Collins) 
Cox, Infant Son 
Cox, Jesse James 
Cox, John Edd 
Cox, John Harvey 
Cox, Joseph Claud 
Cox, Lizy (Heath) 
Cox, Lois (Bryant) 
Cox, Ocie L 
Cox, Roy James 
Cox, Willie L 
Criscoe, Mary E (Fulk) 
Cunningham, Lula Mae 
Denny, Alice J 
Denny, Betsy 
Denny, Betty (Dodson) 
Denny, Chester Elmer 
Denny, Chester Lee 
Denny, Cora (Sechriest) 
Denny, Curtis H 
Denny, David J 

Denny, Delila (Canter) 
Denny, Donna Lynn 
Denny, E Yancy 

r(l~t; L. Ul 0 

04 17 1911 04 17 1911 Inf ct/Charlie/Sarah Campbell 
01 13 1879 06 02 1919 w/o Charlie W. Campbell 
08 09 1909 01 08 1989 w/o John H. Casstevens 
06 20 1904 05 25 1989 h/o Ineze B. Casstevens 
09 04 1872 11 28 1951 h/o Jannie A. Chandler 
06 20 1872 04 18 1911 d/o Joseph G/Sallie Chandler 
08 22 1846 12 21 1882 w/o Joseph W. Chandler 
05 10 1907 06 21 1908 s/o John Chandler/Laura Heath 
02 22 1905 02 22 1905 d/o Joseph G/Sallie Chandler 
11 09 1915 09 02 1934 s/o John Chandler/Laura Heath 
05 09 1877 05 24 1962 w/o Charles L. Chandler 
07 20 1883 06 29 1945 h/o Laura Heath 
11 14 1863 06 17 1931 h/o Sallie E . Chandler 
04 09 1825 1885 h/o Eliza Chandler 
04 03 1885 11 16 1979 w/o John Preston Chandler 
01 15 1864 05 10 1938 
04 01 1881 04 07 1881 
10 02 1923 10 02 1923 d/o John Chandler/Laura Heath 
12 08 1881 no DOD 
07 25 1885 04 10 1934 w/o Joseph G. Chandler 
05 24 1844 11 03 1918 

1895 1928 h/o Mary Denny 
03 06 1931 01 10 1954 

1919 1919 s/o Drue Chilton/Mary Denny 
1925 1925 s/o Drue Chilton/Mary Denny 

04 22 1900 08 09 1990 w/o Drue G. Chilton 
private w/o Edward L . Coins 
private h/o Della M. Coins 

1969 1992 iron stake 
07 19 1922 02 19 1999 h/o Ruby Chilton 
07 23 1928 04 01 1998 w/o Robert James Covington 
12 18 1915 01 10 1916 d/o John Edd Cox/Lizy Heath 

1861 1932 w/o Eli Cox 
1854 1918 h/o Carrie F. Cox 

02 07 1914 12 03 1986 h/o Lois Bryant 
03 27 1895 08 21 1971 w/o Joseph Claud Cox 

1907 1907 s/o John Edd Cox & Lizy Heath 
03 24 1950 06 01 1978 f/o Roy James Cox 

1885 1949 h/o Lizy Heath 
02 07 1911 02 08 2001 h/o Ocie L. Cox 
11 05 1902 05 07 1930 h/o Ida Collins 

1888 1943 w/o John Edd Cox 
06 05 1915 07 20 1957 w/o Ernest Cox 
private w/o John Harvey Cox 
05 24 1917 01 12 1978 s/o Jesse Cox/Cpl-USArmy WWII 
02 29 1924 10 07 1966 s/o Ernest Cox & Lois Bryant 
02 17 1890 10 25 1918 w/o Edward Criscoe 

1915 1944 
03 15 
02 

1891 
1838 
1899 
1898 
1907 
1898 

09 09 1894 d/o David J/Rebecca Ann Denny 

09 09 
07 30 

05 08 
01 07 1917 
11 30 1861 

07 1925 
07 27 1993 w/o 
01 01 1906 s/o 

1984 
06 13 1984 
05 10 1995 
03 06 1948 

s/o 
w/o 
h/o 
h/o 
(2) 

05 22 1878 09 20 1959 2nd 
01 29 1960 1960 d/o 
12 18 1871 09 10 1956 h/o 

John Willis Denny 
David Denny/Delila Canter 
William Denny/Mary E Webb 
John Robert Denny 
Helen S. Denny 
(1) Rebecca Denny & 
Delila Canter 
w/o David J. Denny 
Curtis H/Helen S. Denny 
Ellen L. Denny 
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Denny, Ellen L 
Denny, Franklin D 
Denny, Gordon 
Denny, Helen S 
Denny, Infant Daugh 
Denny, Infant Son 
Denny, Infant Son 
Denny, Infants 
Denny, John Robert 
Denny, John Willis 
Denny, Kenneth Jones 
Denny, Lilla (Jones) 
Denny, Martha E 
Denny, Marthy A 
Denny, Mary Ellen (Webb) 
Denny, Mary L 
Denny, Minnie E 
Denny, Rebecca Ann 
Denny, Seymore Fern 
Denny, Squire T 
Denny, William M 
Dodson, Carleton B 
Dodson, John Edd 
Dodson, Mazie C 
Dodson, Ray 
Dodson, Sarah (Stamey) 
Duchek, James 
Duchek, Mae Roxie 
Flinchum, Amanda (Fulk) 
Flinchum, Amitta 
Flinchum, Doris E 
Flinchum, Infant Son 
Flinchum, James H 
Flinchum, Letha E 
Flinchum, Robert A 
Flinchum, Sarah A 
Flinchum, Sayde (Jones) 
Flinchum, William 
Flinchum, William 
Flinchum, Winnie B 
Flinchum Sr, Allen Jones 
Fulk, Ada A 
Fulk, Archie 
Fulk, Augusta J (Stone) 
Fulk, Bryson 
Fulk, Carleton E 
Fulk, David E 
Fulk, David L 
Fulk, David S 
Fulk, Elah B 
Fulk, Elizabeth (Stone) 
Fulk, Ella (Barnes) 
Fulk, Ernaline J (Stone) 
Fulk, Emma J 

Fulk, Frances C 

Fulk, George A 
Fulk, Giles Wesley 

06 11 1874 12 15 1948 
02 21 1935 03 29 1975 
05 27 1880 08 29 1967 
private 

w/o E. Yancy Denny 
Sp3, US Army-Korea 
h/o Lilla Jones 
w/o Curtis H. Denny 

ri::l.gt: .J Ul 0 

09 19 1932 
08 01 1918 
10 11 1933 

09 19 1932 d/o John W Denny/Betty Dodson 
08 01 1918 s/o John W Denny/Betty Dodson 
10 11 1933 s/o John W Denny/Betty Dodson 

Infs of E.Y. & Ellen Denny 
01 14 1898 04 23 1991 h/o Cora Sechriest 
10 27 1887 02 18 1976 h/o Betty Dodson 
10 14 1910 08 13 1986 blank stone next to grave 
12 01 1884 09 27 1975 w/o Gordon Denny 
07 01 1882 05 27 1903 
10 07 1833 04 04 1914 
01 29 1876 02 22 1962 w/o William M. Denny 
10 12 1896 08 13 1897 
04 21 1894 11 21 1894 
12 30 1865 02 10 1896 1st w/o David J . Denny 
11 01 1908 10 29 1998 s/o David Denny/Delila Canter 
12 01 1879 05 12 1901 
05 08 1875 01 08 1914 h/o 
06 15 1903 05 06 1965 h/o 
04 06 1866 02 10 1931 h/o 
01 21 1909 03 02 2000 w/o 
02 09 1902 07 20 1989 

Mary Ellen Webb 
Mazie C. Dodson 
Sarah Stamey 
Carl B. Dodson 

09 14 1871 08 06 1921 w/o John Edd Dodson 
private h/o Mae Roxie Duchek 
08 24 1924 01 05 1995 w/o James Duchek 
07 11 1858 10 12 1939 w/o James H. Flinchum 
01 02 1834 02 10 1920 w/o William Flinchum 

1921 1962 d/o Robert A/Winnie Flinchum 
08 26 1925 08 26 1925 s/o F. R. & Minnie Flinchum 
10 20 1860 01 16 1916 h/o Amanda Fulk 
04 12 1864 02 01 1923 d/o William & Amitta Flinchum 

1893 1979 h/o Winnie B. Flinchum 
07 29 
02 13 
12 13 
09 12 

1838 02 14 1922 w/o J. W. R. Flinchum 
1895 07 01 1989 w/o Allen Jones Flinchum, Sr 
1840 08 07 1916 
1932 10 30 1880 h/o Amitta Flinchum 
1898 1958 w/o Robert A. Flinchum 

10 07 1905 11 11 1976 h/o Sadye Jones 
09 06 1892 07 23 1933 
09 02 1896 12 29 1896 s/o S. W. Fulk & Drucilla 
10 17 1860 05 27 1936 w/o Martain A. Fulk 
04 15 1824 11 01 1904 h/o Ernaline Stone 
private h/o Elah B., m. 7-9-1937 
12 27 1860 09 13 1862 s/o 
09 04 1907 03 13 1995 h/o 
07 15 1871 
09 15 1918 
05 11 1881 
09 07 1881 
07 02 1826 
08 27 1893 

09 20 1887 
01 12 2002 
05 11 1912 
03 23 1973 
01 24 1903 
08 27 1893 

s/o 
w/o 
w/o 
w/o 
w/o 
d/o 

Bryson Fulk/Ernaline Stone 
Mary J. Stone 
Wilson Fulk/Mary Flippin 
Carleton Fulk; m.7-9-1937 
Joel Edgar Fulk 
Sidney H. Fulk 
Bryson Fulk 
Nathaniel J. Fulk & 

Martha Taylor 
12 03 1852 08 29 1862 d/o Bryson Fulk/Ernaline Stone 

died of diptheria 
03 25 1910 01 22 2000 h/o Ruby J. Fulk 
08 13 1928 01 13 1929 s/o John Wesley Fulk/Nora 

Ella Whitaker 
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Fulk, Howard Lee 

Fulk, Hulda J (McGee) 
Fulk, Infant Daug 
Fulk, Infant Daug 
Fulk, Infant Daug 
Fulk, Infant Son 
Fulk, Infant Son 
Fulk, Infant Son 
Fulk, J. E. 
Fulk, Joel Ed 
Fulk, Joel 
Fulk, John Wesley 
Fulk, Joseph W 
Fulk, King S 
Fulk, Lamecie F 
Fulk, Lee M 

Fulk, Lee M 
Fulk, Lillie E 
Fulk, Luther J 

rag~'+ 01 o 

1915 1932 s/o John Wesley Fulk/Nora 
Ella Whitaker 

07 28 1876 05 03 1915 w/o Simon Henderson Fulk 
05 13 1903 05 13 1903 d/o Joel Fulk/Elizabeth Stone 
05 02 1915 05 02 1915 d/o Simon H. Fulk/Hulda McGee 
09 15 1847 09 15 1847 d/o Bryson Fulk/Ernaline Stone 
08 ?? 1858 04 ?? 1859 s/o Joel Fulk/Ernaline Stone 
05 02 1915 05 02 1915 s/o Simon H. Fulk/Hulda McGee 

s/o King S Fulk/Lamecie 
07 ?? 1890 11 22 1909 
05 07 1881 11 14 1940 h/o Bettie Stone 
12 15 1820 05 23 1895 h/o Mary Polly Stone 
06 30 1878 02 03 1952 h/o Nora Ella Whitaker 
10 25 1850 08 24 1862 s/o Bryson Fulk 

1880 1935 h/o Lamecie F. Fulk 
1885 1917 w/o King S. Fulk 

02 02 1859 09 09 1862 d/o Bryson Fulk/Ernaline Stone 
died of diptheria 

12 02 1901 09 06 1902 s/o Bryson Fulk 
12 18 1894 08 28 1958 w/o Andrew Hales? 
06 30 1892 06 30 1892 s/o Nathaniel J. Fulk & 

Martha Ann Taylor 
Fulk, 
Fulk, 
Fulk, 
Fulk, 
Fulk, 
Fulk, 

Martain A 08 29 1861 
27 1857 
23 1905 
14 1820 
24 1834 
01 1856 

12 16 1936 h/o Augusta J. Stone 
04 27 1938 w/o Nathaniel J. Fulk Martha Ann (Taylor) 09 

Mary J. (Stone) 09 w/o David L. Fulk (no dates) 
w/o Joel Fulk Mary Polly (Stone) 08 12 20 1901 

07 22 1926 
09 11 1862 

MaryAnn Taylor(Flippin)ll 
Melissa Ann 09 

w/o Wilson Fulk 
d/o Bryson Fulk/Ernaline Stone 
died of diptheria 

Fulk, Nathaniel J 
Fulk, Nora Ella (Whitaker) 
Fulk, Raymond U 
Fulk, Ruby J 
Fulk, Sidney Henderson 
Fulk, Squire W 
Fulk, Wesley A 
Fulk, Wilson 
Fulk, Wilson 
Goins, Ellen Marie 
Goins, Martha Ellen 
Goins Sr, John Abe 
Hall, Richard F 
Hall, Thelma M 
Heath, Infant Daug 
Heath, Infant Daug 
Heath, Johnnie Lee 
Hill, R. W. "Jack" 
Hill, Virginia F 
Holland, Paul 
Hunt, Ada (Whitaker) 

Hunt, Lucy (Ashburn) 
Hunt, W. Sam 
Johnson, Eliza 
Jones, Claude E 

Jones, 
Jones, 
Jones, 
Jones, 

Flora (Fogleman) 
Hester W 
Joseph F 
Maude (Pell) 

h/o Martha Ann Taylor 
w/o John Wesley Fulk 

10 05 1854 07 22 1924 
11 08 1882 01 05 1965 
05 16 1900 12 15 1900 
06 13 1909 

s/o Joel Fulk/Elizabeth Stone 
w/o George A. Fulk 

11 02 1868 10 26 1947 
06 10 1879 02 02 1881 

h/o Ella Barnes 

1852 09 ?? 1864 
10 06 1826 08 21 1896 
07 ?? 1858 04 ?? 1859 
05 18 1929 02 21 1993 
07 13 1884 05 15 1944 
02 27 1883 01 10 1947 

s/o Joel Fulk/MaryPolly Stone 
h/o Mary Ann Taylor Flippin 
s/o Joel Fulk/Mary Stone 

private 
private 
08 27 1896 08 19 
04 09 1900 04 09 

1951 

d/o John Abe Goins Sr. 
w/o John Abe Goins Sr. 
h/o Martha Ellen Goins 
h/o Thelma M. Hall 
w/o Richard F. Hall 

1897 d/o J. H. Heath/L. J. 
1900 d/o J. H. Heath/L. J. 
1951 

11 02 1925 
private 

03 02 1994 h/o Virginia F. Hill 
w/o R. W. "Jack" Hill 

05 10 1911 12 28 1994 

Heath 
Heath 

03 10 1879 10 06 1904 w/o J.E. Hunt/d/o Giles 
Whitaker & Lucy Adkins 

10 02 1881 03 05 1968 w/o W. Sam Hunt 
05 12 1882 06 03 1908 h/o Lucy Ashburn 
04 05 1816 07 08 1902 w/o Henry Johnson 
03 20 1888 06 04 1962 h/o (l)Maude Pell & 

(2) Flora Fogleman 
12 19 1894 09 27 1986 2nd w/o Claude E. Jones 
01 20 1866 07 10 1932 w/o Joseph F. Jones 
11 26 1860 04 10 1931 h/o Hester W. Jones 
10 29 1893 05 02 1921 1st w/o Claude E. Jones 

http://www.genealogy.mountainscape.com/surrycousins/Churches _ & _ Cemeteries/Whitake... 5/22/2005 



Jordan, Mary (Webster) 
Key, Caleb A 
Key, Cora 
Key, Robert William 
Key, Virginia F 
Lawson, Moir Ray 
Lawson, Polly Ann 
Marion, Austin Lee 
Midkiff, James E 
Moser, Ethel (Nelson) 
Moser, Willie E 
Moss, Josephine (Wagner) 
Myers, Fleta (Bryant) 
Myers, Hobert Lee 
Myers, Vena Darlene 
Nations, Michael Ray 
Nelson, Ruby (Inman) 
Nixon, Laura F 
Nixon, Lucy J 
Nixon, Pearl 
Nixon, W. E. 
Nixon, Walter A 
Nunn, Bessie 
Nunn, Magalene 
Peele, Minnie (Denny) 
Pratt, Charlie David 
Pratt, Julius 

Pratt, June 

Pratt, Lizzie Mae 
Redmon, Lillie L (Cox) 
Scott, Dorothy B 
Scott, Jackie W 
Sechriest, Adeson 
Sechriest, Martha Adeline 
Seitz, George J 
Seitz, Rose M 
Shelton, Ada (Willard) 
Shelton, Charles B 
Shelton, Daisy W 
Shelton, Eugene Burton 

Shelton, General H 
Shelton, Henry 
Shelton, Herbert G 
Shelton, Mamie L 
Shelton, Mollie L 
Shelton, Robert Henry 

Smith Sr, William Ernest 
Sprinkle, Clyde R 
Sprinkle, Ila (Bryant) 
Sprinkle, James H 
Sprinkle, Marie B 
Sprinkle, Nannie E 
Stewart, Bessie 

Stewart, Cumie Ola 

ragt: ::J 01 o 

09 23 1868 02 05 1949 w/o James Robert Jordan 
01 23 1871 05 02 1945 h/o Virginia F. Key (Fulk??) 
01 15 1896 10 16 1956 w/o Robert William Key 
12 10 1895 05 15 1956 h/o Cora Flinchum 
11 26 1875 01 19 1948 w/o Caleb A. Key 
04 12 1929 01 14 1982 h/o Polly Ann Lawson 
private w/o Moir Ray Lawson 
04 12 1992 04 12 1992 
01 10 1923 03 20 1923 s/o W. E. & Pearl Midkiff 
private w/o Willie E. Moser 
02 27 1927 08 24 1987 h/o Ethel Nelson 
07 21 1918 04 01 1988 
private w/o Hobert Myers;m.11-20-1945 
04 20 1915 01 02 1991 h/o Fleta Bryant;m.11-20-1945 
03 29 1956 01 19 1999 d/o Hobert Myers/Fleta Bryant 
03 12 1952 04 19 1997 
07 24 1930 09 23 1970 
12 31 1880 09 06 1946 w/o Walter A. Nixon 
04 30 1863 06 08 1928 w/o W. E. Nixon 
04 12 1920 12 14 1922 d/o Walter A/Laura F. Nixon 
02 04 1872 11 19 1922 h/o Lucy J. Nixon 
11 29 1878 09 10 1963 h/o Laura F. Nixon 

1897 1950 m/o Magalene Nunn 
1921 1937 d/o Bessie Nunn 

11 ?? 1906 12 ?? 1938 w/o Luther Peele 
10 26 1885 06 01 1971 h/o Lizzie Mae Pratt 
06 01 1916 06 01 1916 d/o Charlie David/Lizzie 

Pratt; twin to June 
06 01 1916 06 01 1916 s/o Charlie David/Lizzie 

Pratt; twin to Julius 
01 07 1884 04 07 1968 w/o Charlie David Pratt 
07 01 1919 07 07 1995 
private w/o Jackie W. Scott 
11 03 1929 01 03 1999 h/o Dorothy B. Scott 
03 22 1849 07 24 1910 h/o Martha Adeline Sechriest 
07 08 1849 12 10 1926 w/o Adeson Sechriest 
06 04 1901 05 09 1991 h/o Rose M. Seitz 
05 05 1901 09 25 1989 w/o George J. Seitz 

1902 1995 w/o Charles B. Shelton 
1896 1976 h/o Ada Willard 

04 01 1904 05 09 1988 w/o General H. Shelton 
10 01 1921 04 12 1931 s/o Charles B. Shelton & 

Ada Willard 
11 24 1894 03 09 1963 h/o Daisy W. Shelton 
05 01 1870 04 03 1962 h/o Mollie L. Shelton 

1928 1987 
private w/o Robert Henry Shelton 
01 22 1872 05 16 1939 w/o Henry Shelton 
03 08 1925 09 18 1984 h/o Mamie L. Shelton; s/o 

General H. & Daisy W. Shelton 
05 30 1901 03 11 1987 Mason 
09 12 1917 03 16 1940 s/o James H/Nannie E Sprinkle 
01 07 1918 03 14 1988 w/o Leonard Glenn Sprinkle 
12 25 1880 07 01 1955 h/o Nannie E. Sprinkle 
private w/o Leonard R. Sprinkle 
11 05 1882 02 21 1949 w/o James H. Sprinkle 
03 01 1896 04 05 1896 d/o General Jackson & 

Virginia Etta Stewart 
03 23 1904 05 28 1905 d/o General Jackson & 

Virginia Etta Stewart 
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Stewart, General Jackson 
Stewart, Geneva (Bryant) 

Stewart, Infant Daug 

Stewart, Infant Daug 

Stewart, Virginia Etta 
Stewart, Walter Raleigh 

Thomas, Harry James 
Thomas, Sue (Covington) 
Wagner, Bobby G 
Wagner, Brady Martin 
Wagner, Eveline S 
Wagner, Grady M 
Wagner, Lora (Cox) 
Wagner, Margie 
Wagner, Roba A 
Wagner, Wanda (Holyfield) 
Warde, Gerald A 
Warde, Phyllis B 
Webster, C. J. 
Webster, Elizabeth 
Webster, Sallie C 
Webster, Samuel 
Webster, Totten H 
Whitaker, Aaron Dee Madison 
Whitaker, Aaron 
Whitaker, Doctor J 

rage o or o 

12 06 1868 01 11 1938 h/o Virginia Etta Stewart 
private w/o Walter Raleigh Stewart; 

m. 11-2-1940 
05 03 1912 05 12 1912 d/o General Jackson & 

Virginia Etta Stewart 
04 05 1899 04 05 1899 d/o General Jackson & 

Virginia Etta Stewart 
02 28 1878 06 20 1962 w/o General Jackson Stewart 
05 28 1920 12 08 1995 h/o Geneva Bryant; 

m. 11-2-1940 
private h/o Sue Covington 
09 28 1953 09 22 1999 w/o Harry James Thomas 
12 28 1933 05 08 1996 s/o Roba A./Eveline S. Wagner 
08 12 1895 04 03 1960 h/o Lora Cox 
private w/o Roba A Wagner 
03 11 1940 04 09 1992 h/o Wanda Holyfield 
04 21 1895 01 07 1985 w/o Brady Martin Wagner 

1914 1957 d/o B. M. Wagner/Lora Wagner 
08 20 1916 03 16 1995 h/o Eveline S. Wagner 
private w/o Grady M. Wagner 
08 14 1921 10 28 1996 h/o Phyllis B. Warde 
02 13 1923 07 06 1999 w/o Gerald A. Warde 
08 07 1845 08 23 1916 h/o Sallie C. Webster 
01 22 1874 08 20 1974 w/o Samuel Webster 
07 29 1844 07 29 1904 w/o C. J. Webster 
03 20 1873 02 25 1903 h/o Elizabeth Webster 

08 10 1937 Pvt,119thinf.30th Div.WW I 
12 07 1864 12 14 1891 h/o Alice Samantha Boyles 
02 02 1841 01 16 1877 h/o Melissa A. Stone 
05 25 1866 07 28 1871 s/o Aaron Whitaker & 

Melissa A. Stone 
Whitaker, Giles 04 04 1843 04 06 1920 h/o Lucy Adkins 
Whitaker, Gilmer S 09 21 1922 h/o Lucy Leigh Shelton 
Whitaker, Lucy A (Boyles) w/o William Franklin Whitaker 
Whitaker, Lucy C (Adkins) 05 15 1838 04 13 1906 2nd w/o Giles Whitaker 
Whitaker, Lucy Leigh(Shelton)07 13 1928 07 29 1999 w/o Gilmer S Whitaker 
Whitaker, M. A. 12 26 1828 10 31 1891 w/o Aaron Whitaker 
Whitaker, Mary A (Hunt) 02 24 1869 10 17 1905 1st w/o Giles Whitaker 
Whitaker, Mary Aylmer 05 30 1876 08 07 1880 d/o Giles Whitaker & 

Whitaker, Mary Holly 09 02 1907 04 03 1977 
Whitaker, Melissa A (Stone) 12 26 1828 10 31 1891 
Whitaker, Oscar Gentry 08 25 1907 
Whitaker, Renie (Ashburn) 1877 
Whitaker, William (Franklin) 04 19 1867 07 29 
Whittington, Clara 1883 
Whittington, Earl F 05 01 1901 07 11 
Young, Rene A 1937 

1946 
1894 
1905 
1901 
1987 

Lucy Adkins 
w/o Oscar Gentry Whitaker 
w/o Aaron Whitaker 
h/o Mary Holly Whitaker 
3rd w/o Giles Whitaker 
h/o Lucy A. Boyles 
m/o Earl F. Whittington 
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jl(])IJ)Jq'/O!NS 'TO (JF,fMP/PE,<J{<Y l~O<J{<Y 

2002-2008 

!Name <.Bom <Dietl 

<Beet <.Bertlia !Mae 3-15-1923 7-28-2003 

(]Ject Jolin (/). 3-5-1934 12-13-2006 

<Botfjortf, <JW6ert 5-8-1931 11-16-2005 

Collins, '1'atsy !M. 6-26-1947 4-26-2004 

Co~Ocie 7-21-1914 4-20-2006 

(])enny, !Margaret P. 1-31-1912 4-18-2006 

Pfoytf, Jolin(/). 8-14-1926 1-15-2003 

Pu~ !Mary J. Stone 9-23-1905 1-15-2004 

Pu~ <J(Jl6y J. 6-13-1909 9-28-2004 

Jfoffantf, c:Treva c:Tayfor 3-4-1916 4-23-2005 

!Morgan, (/)on 10-31-1937 1-31-2004 

~, !Martlia J. 10-24-1947 10-21-2003 

Soutliem, (])augliter of 
!Mr. anti !Mrs. '/.(/nnetli 6-13-2003 6-15-2003 

Smitli, 'William P.. Jr. 8-8-1927 7-28-2007 

Sprin(fe, James (]). 8-4-1944 5-7-2007 

'Wliita(er, qiliner 4-6-1920 12-20-2006 

'Wliita~ Oscar q. 8-25-1907 12-19-2000 

' 



Jf.s prmousf.J mentionelf in tlie c&rdi :JC1Story, until tlie tnill-twentietfi century, 
tnul"ftion dict4tetf tliat tlie men of tlie community peifonn a jinll{ demonstration of 
respect for tlieir tfeaaself neig'6or or frieruI. 

In most cases, 6utilllwoulifliaw to ~plizce tlie tliiyfollowing tfeatfi 6eauue of tlie 
/iJctof mortuary setflices as we iJrgw tliem totf4y. It was also not unanrmum fortlie 
men of tlie community to amstnu:t tlie coffin atUf/or a wooden ~tlie 6irill of tlie 
tfecellsetf. LatRes ~ iJroam to join tDfJetlier to ~ tfms aJ ptepllR tlie tfeaase4 
female neig'6or for 6uria[ . 



!I 

Of 

Openino 'Wefcome 

Comments on Sacmf Jfarp Pour Note ~usic 

CJl&cortfetf Pour Note Sacretf Jfarp ~usic 

fJ'eacfiing of the •<Beauty of Sfiape Note ~usic 

•©o-~-~;· from the Sountf of ~usic 

Sfiape Note sin1Ji1in (Jluaience <Participatron) 

-;In Oftf-Pasliionetf Singin1/ 

•Notfiing lBut the <JJfootf" 
-;lmazing qrace• 
•o Pora '11iousantf 'l'onoues• 
•rro qotf6e the qrory• 
•'11ie Olif ~etf Cross• 
·wfien Jill qotf' s Singers qet Jf ome • 

Cfosing ©evotWn 

~n. Linda Covin/Jton 

~n. Linda Covin/Jton 

~rs. ~aryie ©enny 

~n. Sue ~arion 



"Jf!J{P/~fNINq )l'T 'W.JfI'()I'l(fFi.R.:S Clf.ft<PEL" 
of 

SJIO~iD 1{)1~-S'HJl<PF, ~ 9dVSIC 

'l1ie cotlfJftllatWn of~ C/iape[ Vnite4 !Metliodist Cliurcli ~a wanri welcome to eacli of 
you tliis ewninlJ as we prrsent a program of Sacmf 1farp-Sliape Note music as a part of our 
amtinuintJ cefe6ration of tlie 1()(1i amriwrsary of tlie foun4me of our cfi.urcli. 

<Before we ~a sliort fiistory of sliape twte muic, it woul4 6e /ie£pfa[ to UtUfermnu£ just wliat is 
sliape note ffl1lSic? 'Ifie i4ea 6ehitul sliape twtes is tliat tlie parts of a weal wot( can 6e f.earnd more 
~ aJUf easiEj if tlie music is printe4 in sliapes tliat matcli up witli tlie solftge sy{{a.6fes witli wliicli. 
tlie notes of tlie 1IUlSical scafe an SU11/J· 

<.Essentiafiy, it is a tradition of rvral fl_merican sacRtf music, wliicli. is~ 6y tlie use of a 
notatiDnal system in wliicli. difformt£y sliapetf notes usetf for difformt pitdies ena6fetf a 6e/Jinner to 
rec.ogniu pitclies fami tlie note liea4 sliapes witliout fiaWne to feam tlie names of~ or fines a'IUf 
spaces. 

'l1ie first sliape-notatioti to gain. acceptance, at tlie 6elJitmino of tlie 19" antuty, was 6asetf on a four 
sylla6fe system. 'Ufiik tlie practice of su6stituting syrttlio£s for amwntioMl 1ll1lSica{ 110tes lias a 
liistory stretc1iintJ 6ai:(as far as tlie year 1000 .ft.<D. witli tlie wor{of one quilUJ of ,fl.TUZO, an4 
otliers, aJUf in flmerica tfurintJ tlie 1 'l" antuty 6y tlie earfy 'Engtisli cokmists, its wider acceptance aJ 
use can 6e trllalf to tlie year 1801 witli tlie pu61ication caffe4 "'I'lie 'Easy lnstnu:tor" 6y 1#Lliam Littfe 
a'IUf 'ff.1Lliam Smitli aJUf in 1803 tlie pu6lication of "'I'lie !M.usica! ~ 6y fl_JUfrm, £.aw. '1'/iese 
6oo~ were witfefy usetf in •singing sdioofs. " <rhe four twte 110tatitm system was witfel!y reftmd to as 
-.Jasofa" 6ecause it was 6asd on tlie sylla6fes fa, so( fa aJ mi It was also smutitnes ~as 
• cfi.araaer: •patent• or ·~ • In. time tliis sliape note liymnotfy 6ecame ~as 'Sacml 
Jfarp• singing witli tlie atfiJent in 1844 of a colTectitm of sacrea music~ as tlie 'Sacretf 1fiup" 
using tlie four sliape system cmttpild 6y (8. J. 'Utiite aJU{ 'E. J. 'l(jng. '1'/iey reoartfetf tlie liuman wice 
as tlie sacmf liat'p. fln. illustration of tlie four sliape 110te scafe is sliown 6e/Ow: 

fa sol la fa sol la m1 fa 

0y tlie mitftffe of tlie 19" century, tlie Ya.so,ra• system of four sy{{a.6fes liatf aapdret{ a majorriwU, 
namefy tlie sewn-sylla6(e 'tfo, fl, mi

11 system. 'Ifie music compilers 6egan. to ad4 tliree more sliapes to 
tlieir 6oo~ to matcfi. tlie ~a sylla6fes. Numerous sewn sliape 110tations were tfevisetl Jesse 0. 
.ft~ was tlie first to produce a 6oo{ witli a sewn sliape note system, an4 fie fligo1DusEy tfeJetufetf liis 
•imJention • a'IUf liis patent. 'l1ie system usetf in .fti{en 's 1846 C/iristian. !M_instre( eventuaffy 6ecame 
tlie statufanf. .ftn. ilfustration of tlie sewn sliape 110te scafe is sliown 6efow. 



I 

@lj J ~ ~ I ~ ~ F ~ " .•. 

do 
. fa la ti do re mt so 

Sliape 1f!1tes pnwe4popufaria~lllllf~11 wilfe fltlriety of ~wm pRJlllRlf 
~use of tie& 'lie use of .sMpe JIDUsflJtltleli ia tie~ 'Vttit:JStdtes, 6itt ia tie 
$outj, tie sUpes /ieame welf at.mu:Mf 11114 ~ illto II wnety of trllliitiolu. ~Ullitu 
~'s ~Namoay isgeilera/Iy anuitfemf tie jiatSold:Mnisiape "'* txiw6aat 

~i. sewa-sUpe 6ooq .._, Jlot 6e as popular as ia tie pa#, tiete an sti/I11P4' ...lier of 
c&l'ties ia tie Sollt4 ia ptlTtiadiir~ 0tlptist aJ tie c&n:i of Cirist, tiat rrp/ilr9 rue 
~~ia$"1Ulizy~ 'lie#_,,,,6ooqtDllldia11wriayuf Mlll(JSfo- tM 1a
Cetlba] aamcr to 20" CetlbllJ ppel muic. '1hs to"4J ~.,,,,liooq printetl;. sewa
s&zpes pto&Ui9 allUtit1lte tie Wgat 6twi uf tie.,_,."'* tm4ition. 

Ia aJiJitimt, ~ row••rlil:J siltgi#gs t1R ielif Aicfi fomtn oaf1 e«f} to .-.20" 
cntllry sewa*1pe gospel muic slldas ~iywls or11itnJnJ.1.1fW-.,.. Ia ti.se 
trtulitions, ti. Cllsl09I uf #tlgitts ,. llOtes" is gertertli9 -9 pmetWtf tbrirf tie fetmdiw ptoass at 
sinlJinll sc"1ofs tallf silt/Jitlg 911:.J fie to 1111 iasfn...,_{ tU n...,..•illt!llt, typia,/f.J II piao. 

'11ie stwa .. systes is afso stilI ,,.f 11t ,..r.rpU/ic singilllJS of 19" oentrdJ .,,,,6ooq ™' llS 

C/iristillll.Namoay aiuf tie !New Htztp of eor..6ia. Stu:i. sillgiags an aMmOa ia !Kaai Osmliu, 
~ tltUf ~ atUf gertertli9 ptaelW tie sinpg scioo£ CllStom of •singing tie 1IDt.es. • 

'lie four sNzpe tnulitiori tillt aamdi.J Us,. gl'Mlat ---of pan;dptalts is Saaef Nitlp sillgitl/J. 
'11im an_.., otier.four sfr4pe ~ t£it: an mjufallJ a mitrgena of int:etrst, sru:ias tie 
SoutliemNamoay Mic# as~ iJi amtiaoru ur llt one singillg ia0mtoa, ~ tltUf is 
1IOW ~II modest gnnuti. 

'11ie sewn-Mope systes is a>Wtif1 aMl6y tie !Melllll1lliUs tallf ~ !NatmlllS SOf186"oq an 
printetl ia si4Jll JIDtes fortiis ~ tltUf illdiule sd tides a; tlie C/iristillll.~ Zioa's 
<Pr~ a?ifgrm's euisa lllltf Si/itler <jeiu iaSong. 

It is dUr tillt tie trtUlititm of tie ue of ""1pe Wl1U .sillging ia$"1Ulizy fllOfSiip fot-41111 i#Ugral 
pan of tie nrml.Jl.mt:aSmlti. for~ ...,yean. S"1.pe 1IDtes ptrnlitfetl II metW of tltldittg 
1llllSic to 11"'9u1'owou/i(otberwise1IDt 6aw eqerietuztf tie joJ of St. <Paul's lfefinitimi of si1l/JinlJ, 
•to sing is to J1f'll.J dint6Ey. • It is mo.st 6qf.y fiat our~ fen at ~s C£zpef .Je 
pat use of tlie siape note traditioa ia tGose etltfy yetm. )bu/ so, fen tonig~ 1P6 "1ilI striw to 6rilrg 
&u:( so.e of t£st great muiaJ{ tnulitioa ~as •siape note sillging." It is ow iope t£lt tiis 
ewtring~ ptOpm wiJI not tnrf.l 6e njuya6{e nt v,;/f 6e II 6fts.sirtg to alf. 

, 
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(]>resented to q'/i,e Cliilifren 's Vacation <Bi6fe Sclioo{ Class oj1'f/liita~er's 
Cliape{ Vnitetf 9'.etlioatst Cliurcli, Jf uoust 10, 2008 6y J. W. Venny Jr. 

Purpose: The purpose of this outline is to provide suggested historical facts 
associated with this tree and the tree's relationship to the formation of Whitaker's 
Chapel United Methodist Church, which may be expanded upon as desired. The 
order of presentation is merely a suggested one, and no claim is made that the items 
listed for elaboration is complete, but rather is one that may lead to important facts 
which have been overlooked. The main outline for the presentation may be divided 
into the following two sections: 

I. The History of the Mighty Oak Tree. 

II. The Role of the Tree in the Founding of Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist 
Church. 

The History of the Mighty Oak Tree 

a. How old is the tree? No one knows for sure. Experts have placed its age at well · 
over 300 years. When it dies, and the rings can be counted we will know for certain 
its age. Let us assume that it is about 350 years old, which would make its first day 
out of the ground about the year 1658 

b. What was going on around the tree when it sprouted from a small acorn? The 
first English settlement at Jamestown, Va. in 1607 was only 50 years old when it 
sprouted. George Washington would not be born for another 82 years. The United 
States of American would not be a nation for another 120 years when this oak was a 
large tree. It was a mighty oak when our country divided in a great Civil War in 
1861, when this tree was about 200 years old. Other historical examples may be 
added if desired. 

c. When this tree was small, who was living here? Only the Native Americans, the 
Indians who lived in this area. For example the Saura tribe for whom Sauratown 
Mt. is named. They called the mountain "Jammokee" that we call Pilot Mountain. 

d. When did the first settlers come to this area? In the first half of the 18th century 
or from about 1725-1750 when this tree was about 75 to 100 years old. 



e. If the tree could talk, what do you think it might tell us? Might it tell us of the 
Indians who rested or cooked their food beneath its branches? Might it tell us of the 
Indian trails nearby, that became cleared paths, which became graded dirt roads, 
which gave way to the asphalt highways we have today? Might it tell us of the early 
settlers who came to establish homes and farms? Might it tell us of the men who 
lived nearby that marched off to the Revolutionary War, or the Civil War or the 
later World Wars? Oh, the stories it might tell of the sights that have passed in its 
view! Can you (the children) think of any stories it might tell, if it could speak? 

f. This must be a special tree to have lived for so long. Most trees were cut down to 
make homes and barns, for firewood and furniture, but not this mighty oak. It 
survived two tornados the first that we know of was on May 3, 1881, and the second 
one exactly 78 years later on May 3, 1959. It survived all the lightning strikes that 
must have occurred over the many years, and now Duke Power Co. has wired the 
tree so that if lightning does strike it no harm will come to the tree. It is a very 
special oak tree. 

g. How big around do you think this mighty tree is? Why don't all the children 
place themselves around the tree and with outstretched arms hold hands and then 
we will measure it. We will let all the children guess the distance around the tree 
and award a prize to the child that has the closest guess. 

The Tree and Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church 

a. The story of the founding of Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church begins 
with the story of Mr. Giles Whitaker whose name was given to the church. 

b. Who was Mr. Giles Whitaker? Mr. Whitaker was born in the year 1842 here in 
Surry County. He joined the 21st North Carolina Regiment around the age of20 
and participated in the Civil War. He was a very religious young man who avoided 
the common vices of the times and eventually served as the chaplain to Company C 
of the 21st Regiment, helping his fellow soldiers draw closer to their Heavenly Father 
in the times of the hardships of war. After the war, he returned to Surry County 
and here in what was then called the Deron Community and became a farmer. In 
1882, he built the house here with his own hands and raised his family. His devotion 
to God and his fellow man continued through the ensuing years, and as we shall see 
the mighty oak played a large role in his service to the Lord. 

c. How did the tree help Mr. Whitaker to carry out this mission of service? In those 
early days there was not a church nearby, the closest one being a walk of miles to 
reach. So where better to hold a church service than under the spreading branches 
of the mighty oak which sheltered people from the hot sun. When the weather was 
disagreeable, he would conduct church service in a small building which was located 
right across the road here. (Point) Although he was not an ordained minister, he 
was a devout Methodist, and when the circuit riding preacher was not present, Mr. 
Whitaker preached the sermon to his neighbors. Sunday school was held right here 



for the children underneath the branches. One of the most memorable sermons 
preached here under the shade of this magnificent tree was one given by the Rev. 
James Needham who was affectionately known as "Father Needham." At that time, 
the area had been in the midst of a severe drought, crops had failed, and little rain 
had fallen for months. The sky was cloudless when people arrived that day for the 
service under the tree. Father Needham preac~ed and prayed for rain. At the end 
of the service a heavy downpour of rain occurred and people had to hurry home. 
Mr. Whitaker continued to hold services under the tree until the formal 
organization for a church was formed in 1908, and after prayerful consideration the 
founding church members voted to name the church in honor of this devout, Godly 
man. During the years preceding the erection of the small, wooden church many 
sermons were preached by circuit riding Methodist ministers under the spread out 
arms of this great tree. And in time, it became known simply as the "Giles 
Whitaker Tree" a place where friends and neighbors could gather to hear the word 
of God. 

d. About the time of the organization of Whitaker's Chapel Church, a sufficient 
amount of land was donated upon which to build the church. The present day 
church occupies the same land that was donated for the purpose a hundred years 
ago. Events were now set in motion that were soon to end the era during which this 
great tree had served as an assembly place for people to worship God. During the 
spring of 1908, a tent service was held by Rev. Fine near this great tree during 
which plans and organization for the new church were formulated and the charter 
members named. Services were continued during the years 1908 and 1909 in the old 
mill house that stood across the road that I mentioned earlier. Even yet still close 
enough for the old tree to provide shade and comfort for those who lingered after 
the service to congregate under its branches. Under the leadership of Mr. 
Whitaker, money, timber and labor were donated culminating in the erection in 
1912 of the new church. The first pastor was the Rev. R.L. Doggett, and with this 
achievement the involvement of the "Giles Whitaker Tree" as a focal point of the 
affairs of the church came to an end. 

e. In 1915, Mr. Whitaker sold his home and farm including the venerable old tree to 
Mr. J. W. Denny Sr. and moved to a nearby location. Thus a new chapter in the life 
of this mighty oak began. In the meantime, the church grew and prospered under 
the leadership of the Rev. J.W. Combs who served as pastor from 1916-1920. In 
1920, Mr. Whitaker passed away ending a long and fruitful life in the service of both 
God and the community. Mr. and Mrs. Denny remained on the land for the 
remainder of their lives, raising their four children and becoming a highly respected 
farm family. Mrs. Denny remained an active member of Whitaker's Chapel 
Church from 1912 until 1991 when she moved to a nursing facility for the 
remainder of her life. Mrs. Denny's life spanned the era from listening as a child to 
Mr. Whitaker preach under the branches of this mighty tree to being an 
instrumental figure in the modern church that stands today a short distance from 
the farm on which she spent nearly her entire life. She left a saying about the old 
tree which is as appropriate today as it was when she uttered it long ago. 



"The thought would come to me that if our faith were rooted as firmly as that tree 
is, we would be able to withstand the storms of life just like that tree." 

And so we are left to wonder what great events that this old tree will see before it 
also passes into history. One can hardly believe that they will be more significant 
than those events that have passed before its view. 
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Marquis Wood, Courtesy of 
the Duke University Archives 

'11iis ewnin(J's prooram see~ to recreate a sense of tlie life antf times of a circuit ridintJ 9ttetlioaist 
preaclierwlio serve4 tlie tlien namd 'Yatfi.jn. <District incfu4mg 9ttt. .ft.iry and' sumnmdinlJ areas of 
Surry County. <flie <.R.f:vemu{ 9ttarquis Lafayette 'Wood" servetf tliis <District as a circuit rilI'UllJ preaclier 
in 1858-59, as a pastor in 1868 antf as a presUlUllJ eliferin 1870-74. <flie aw.ila6ility of /iistorica{ 

tfocumentation Jurtliis prooram rannea fana ~sauce to"""~ '1'1imu1Jli tlie assistance 
of tlie Surry County :JC1Storica! Society antf tlie tuearcli of 9tlount .ft.iry /iistoria"7 tlie fate <R.Ptli 
9ttinict we ~ a6fe to /Ocate tlie autries of~. 'Wood" in tlie arcliives of~ Vniflersity. <flie 
particufar ataries cowring tlie years 1858-59 ~ o6taine4 frmn a <Baclie/Or of <Dfuinity tliesis, "'11ie 
Life antf 'T"imes of !Marquis Lafayette 'Wood" as Slioum 6y liis <Diary' 6y !Marquis Lafayette .£awmue, 
1930. <flie cupyriglit of tliis materiaf is lieftl 6y tlie Vniversity .ft.rc/iives £i6rary of~ Vniwrsity 
ant! is usetf with pennission. 

9ttr. Cliet Jessup 

9ttotferator 9ttr. Jolin <Broufiliton 

• 



'"l1ie <R§verentf cDr. !Marquis £af ayette 'Wood" 

1829-1893 

!Marquis Lafayette 'Wood" was a !M.etlioaist cfer8J11Uln, missionary ana etfucatorin tlie !Nortli Caroli.na 
Conference of tlie !M.etlioaist P.piscopa[ Cliurcli Soutli. 1fe was 6om on Octo6er 23, 1829 in <J(prufo{pli 
County, !Nortli Caroti.na. 1fe reai:vetf Ii.is etfucati.on at tlie !Normal Colfege in <J(ptufolpli County 
receivi.ng Ii.is )f.. CJJ. d"egree in 1855. <R.Ptlietford" Co/Tege conf erretf a (})octof' of (])ivinity d"egree on 
~entf'Wood" in 1884. 1fe servetf tlie <Yatflin (/)istrict in 1858-59 as a circuit naing preaclier, 
principa/Iy in !Mount Jfiry ana in surrountfing Surry County, lie[ping to tfevefop ana 6uilif many of tlie 
area cli.urclies some of wli.icli are still in ~ tod"ay. In 1860, ~erentf 'Wood" f.eJt tlie Vnitetl 
States sailing as a missionary to Cliina. '"l1ie wyaae from !New <Yor{to Sliangliai on 6oara a sailing 
sli.ip encompassetf seven montlis rounaing tlie Cape of <]ood"1fope wli.ere some of tlie most 'fliofent of 
ocean currents are present. <During tlie ~years tliat lie spent in Cli.ina, lie eJ([Jtriencetf tlie effects of 
tlie 'Tai <Ping ~6e/Twn one of Cliina 's d"at{est times. His wife, tlie jonnerP.lfen !M.otpli.is of !Mt. )f.iry, 
d"id of illness wli:ife in Cliina. <Following Ii.is missionary fa6ors in Cliina, ~- 'Wood" retunretf to tlie 
<Yad"kjn (/)istrict in 1868 in tlie rofe of a pastor, ana lie fater servetl as a presUI'tng elifer of tlie 
!M.etlioaist 'Episcopal Cliurcli, Soutli from 1870until1874. In 1883, ~- 'Wood" was sefectetf as 
tlie presitfent of 'Trinity Cotfege, tlie forerunner of present day <Du~ Vniversity, a position in 
wliicli lie servetf witli d"istincti.on until 1884. 1fe is tlie cnz& president of <Du~ Vniversity in its 
liistory tliat is also an alumnus of tlie Vniflersity. <During Ii.is Cong career, ~- 'Wood" servetf tlie 
following <Districts; tlie Salis6ury (/)istrict, tlie Iretfefl <District, tlie Surry Circuit, tlie <]reens6oro 
<District ana tlie Cliarfotte (J)istrict. In adaition to serving as a minister, ~- 'Wood" was aeep[y 
interested" in tlie liistory of !Nortli. Caroti.na !M.etliod"ism. Jfe collectetf ana pennetf accounts of early 
western !Nortli Caroli.na cliurclies ana ministers. His manuscripts on Sund"ay Sclioof wot{ in tlie 
Payettevilfe <District ana tlie rise of !M.etlioarsm in tlie <Y~ 'Valley are among Ii.is eJ(Jant notes, 
fetters ana wfumes. <R.§v. 'Wood" atd in <]i6son, !Nortli Caroti.na on !Nwem6er 25, 1893. '11iis 
evening's program will li.ifjliliglit tlie years 1858-59 during wliicli. ~- 'Wood" servetl in tlie Surry 
Circuit as its •circuit rilfing preaclier. • 

'J1.AE wisli. to ac{nowfetlge, witli. gratittufe, tlie assistance in tlie production of tliis 
<Program provUfetf 6y tli.e 'Wliita~'s Cliape[ Centennial Cefe6rati.on Committee of !Ms. Linda 
Cwington, !Mrs. Sliannon CJJar6er, !Mrs. <Pan.ry CJJrounli.ton ana !Mrs. 'l(pinette '11iomas. 
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